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WHAT THEY SAY.

The magazine is readable and stimulating, broad
enough in scope and treatment to interest readers of
either sex. The articles are well written and the whole
is well edited. —New Orleans Item.

It is not within the ken of the writer to recall a more
promising output for a first magazine number.—New
Orleans Times Democrat.

The magazine is splendid and will | am sure do
much for the woman's cause. May it have great success.
—Annie M. Knott, Boston, Mass.

Womans FEra is a beautiful magazine, wish for it
the success it surely deserves.—Elizabeth ]J. Hauser,
Vice Chairman Press Committee, N. W. S. A., New York
City.

Womans Era gives promise of being the greatest
woman’s magazine in America; after careful perusal it
impresses me as filling a long felt want.—Mrs. Thos. M.
Fleming, President, Womans Club, Fairmount, W. Va.

I have looked through your publication and am
satisfied there is a large and growing field for such a
periodical.—Charles C. Boynton, Attorney at Law, San
Francisco, Cal.

Allow us to most heartily congratulate you over the
the splendid magazine that you have published. It is
certainly high class and deserving of support.—Rountree
Publishing Co., ]J. H. Rountree, President, Birmingham,
Ala.

It is by far the best Woman's Magazine | have ever
seen. — Rev. Elmer Gilchrist, Pastor First Unitarian
Church, New Orleans, La.

A splendid magazine.—Charlotte Perkins Gilman,
New York.




PR HE words of the Talmud, wnt-
‘ ten more than two thousand
years ago are true to-day:
“The world must be saved by
the breath of the children”. An im-

portant part of cur work in social re-

construction consists in more perfect
appreciation of the dignity, possibili-
ties and divine nghts of childhood,
and a more determined effort to se-
cure equality of opportunity for every
child in the healthy environment of
love, childish joy and productive self-
activity.

from *“The Meaning of Human Infancy.”’
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GRADUATE
DRESSMAKERo
IN BUSINESS
FOR HERSELF

CQLLECE

. DRESS:
STAKING

oS

YOUNG LADY
GRADUATE DOING
i HEROWN SEWING:

WE WILL TEACH YOU TO YOUR OWN SATISFA CTION AND EQUIP YOU TO
COMMAND A GOOD INCOME.

Many women nowadays are earning $100 a week—

One woman, the head designer of Chicago’s largest retail dry goods house, is said to receive

Salaries of $25.00 to $50.00 & week are common.

The regular Diploma of this Gollege is issued to all who complete this course of lessons.
lothing and enable you to dress far beiter at one-third the usual

You can start in business for yourself.
$5,000 a year.
$10,000 a yesr.
maker.
Lessons will teach you how to make your own clot

cost. They teach you how to design, draft, cut, fit, make,
children’s clothing. This college is endorsed by leading Fashion Magazines, M=Call’s, Pictorial Review, etc etc.

GRADUATE MAXING HERo ¢
CHILDREN'S DRESSES  §

Become a Graduate Dress-
hese

drape and trim any garment, including

THE AUTHOR OF THIS COURSE

Only a few years ago, Miss Pearl Merwin, now sup-
ervisor of the American College of Dressmaking, was
doing such sewing as came to her, as a result of the
merits of her work. A college-bred woman herself,
she conceived the idea of putting her knowledge and
experience into the hands of those less favored by
crystallizing it into a series of lessons which could be
successfully taught and easily learned by mail. Her
advertising may be seenin all the leading magazines.
She has over 10,000 studentsand graduates through-
out the country. She has "come up out of the ranks"”
largely by her own efforts, by confining her work
wholly within the generally conceded province of femi-
nine endeavor.—" Human Life.” Dec. 1907.

HAS A GOOD POSITICN
Herkimer, N. Y.
Dear Miss Merwin:—Your letter received and will
answer at once. No, I am not looking for a position
as | have a very good one now. Will be glad to
receive letters from any of the dressmakers, and
wish to thank you for your kindness. | am glad that
I enrolled as a student of your college and am very
much pleased with the system. It is ell that it repre-
sents itself to be. Yours truly,
(Miss) IRENE SMITH.
WHAT ARE THESE LESSONS WORTH?
Our Students Say: "I would not exchange the
knowledge I have gained for double its cost.”” "I have
made 25 waists (six silk ones) all perfect fits.”

righted books to advertise the

I be sent to you FREE. Atan ex-

pense of thousands of dollars this College has published 100,000 of these copy-
American System of Dressmaking, and—

The Book illustrated above wil

while they last—will send you a copy FR

American College of Dressmaking, kansas City, U.S5.4
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Only One Place for “The Best”

THAT’S

GRUNEWALD’S

NEW ORLEANS

The Best
Pianos on
Terms

STEINWAY
KNABE
SOHMER
MEHLIN
FISCHER
SHONINGER
and Others

i

LIBERAL TERMS. A FULL 12-YEAR GUARANTEE WITH EACH GRUNEWALD PIANO

Grunewald Player Pianos $550.
APOLLO PLAYER PIANOS $850, $1,000 $1,250 - STEINWAY PIANOLAS $1,250

ﬂ In writing advertisers mention WOMANS ERA.
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CHARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN

“ ECONOMIC WASTE IN THE HOME™

( An article dealihg with the per-
plexing problems of economy by an
authority of international reputation.
Mrs. Gilman’s known ability to write °

on this subject insures its interest

and beneﬁt.

Womans Era




\  E.conomics

NE of the striking social phenomena of the last twenty
years is the fall of the birth rate all over the world.
Considered from an economic standpoint, there is a strong ar-

gument in refutation of the much-discussed theory of race sui-
cide advocated by ex-President Roosevelt. In the next issue
of WOMANS ERA Mr. H. Z. E. Perkins presents some facts
and figures which are not intended to advocate anything what-
ever, but, taking the ultimate’good of thefhuman race as the
final end in view, leave us feeling that we are jquiﬁédkwi:gk?;n_g
optimistic.

“FOOD VALUES.-THE CHEMISTRY
OF FOOD’
{ Prof. Ha_rriet Boyer, head of the

Department of Domestic Science of

the Isidore Newman Manual Train-
ing School, New Orleans, has
written a paper of unusual import on

this timely subject, for our next issue.
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$5.00 FOR A SUGGESTION

We want your opinion and criticism of each issue of WOMANS
ERA, and we will pay you to send it in to us.

We have outlined the policy and scope of what we think a woman's
magazine of this character should cover, but perhaps you see where a
change can be made for the better. If you can suggest a feature that
would interest our readers that we have omitted, if you can criticise
any of the features that we have outlined, write and tell us briefly
and frankly about it. At any rate write us a letter stating what you
think of the magazine generally, and if your letter is helpful we will
credit you with one of the prizes below.

For the best letter of criticism or suggestion, FIVE DOLLARS. For each of the next best ten letters
we will give a YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION TO WOMAN'S ERA.

Address WOMANS ERA, New Orleans.

COMPLETE. STENCILING OUTFIT $1&

Make beautiful indelible designs, in all colors, on linin, silk,
velvet, satin, cotton, canvas and other materials for cushion coveis,
curtains, table cloths, etc., with this complete stenciling outfit.
Fascinating, inexpensive, no experience necessary. Outflt consists
of 6 cut stencils 2 brushes, 5 colors paint, thumb tacks and full
instructions for use. All in 5x13 inch box with catalog. SPECIAL
INTRODUCTORY PRICE $1.00 Prepaid. Regular $1.50 value.
Sample cut stencil and catalog of Art Stencils and Brass Goods 10c.

JOHN F. RAHN & CO.
Dept. 3. 2200-2206 Clybourn Ave., Chicago, 11l

Receivers’ Sale! f.i0my $25.50.
Wonde;r.ful opportunity to get these fifteen magnificently bound volumes,
comprising the Library of Universal History, for less than half value. The
publishers have failed. We, as receivers, must dispose of enough sets to pay

the obligations of the publishers._ For a limited time we will send you a set
for free examination without asking you to pay one cent down.

HERE IS OUR OFFER o Scn Us Your Address £t 0 & iltos us
Trem

T : RS vou would like to receive for free examina-
ion the 15 volumes of the Library of Universal History

in your home and we will send them to you, charges FR EE c 0 u P o N X
prepaid. Look over these books for a week and then Jf o " American Underwriters Corporation

if you decide that you do notwant them send them % A
back to us at our expense. 1iyou wish to keep this ‘; v Dept 6891 192 Michigan Ave., Chicago
superb work send only 50 cents, and $2.00 a month ,.o § Without any expense or obiigation to me I
for 1434 months—only §29.50 for this $60 library. Jf v ¥ will examine the Library of Univeral History
S ¥ if sent to my home all charges prepaid. This

The Library of Universal History isa com- ;,’ ispositivelynot anorder forthe books—merely

plete history of the ‘whole world written by t SEuEse
America’s greatest historians and endorsed by zo" arequestionafrccicanmination.

America's greatest scholars. There are over J S §
5,000 pages, 100 finely engraved maps, 700 2y
¥ g full page illustrations. Don't delay. 50 'l Nl e e e, e
H We wantyou §f ,« &
15 Vols. Eachvolume wr“e 'o us at once to examine 5‘ ]
71n. wide, 10in. high; this grand work in your own home fora " [Ny Jat e B P R L e
weight, boxed, 75 1bs. week before deciding. 7

AMERICAN UNDERWRITERS CORPORATION,
Dept. 689] » 192 Michigan Ave., CHICAGO, ILL. Occupation - - ceemceeeeaan

s , OR $20 SUITS SOLD
WhERE R ESSe GUS. GRETZNER 375 53 Poydras St NEW ORLEANS
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The Smelting-Men

The heart of the Rose its fragrance holds:
The heart of the Diamond Light,

The heart of the Earth its fervid fires,

And the heart of the Oak its Might:

But the heart of the woman holds all of these
Like a wonderful Smelting-Urn.

The breath of Balm is for hearts that bleed

Light, Flame and Strength, for the Valient Deed,
FEach serving its special turn

And each strong as a Shibboleth;

But their fusioned Power, in a Crucial hour,

Is stronger than Life or Death.

---Grace G. Watts.
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PRISON REFORM

By MAUD BALLINGTON BOOTH

fi to writeof it brlefly as must be the case in this article. All who
have known anything of my work must have heard that it is a
subject very near my heart. Sometimes the leadings of Provi-
dence seem strange and unaccountable to us. When my husband and
I, for conscientious reasons and because we could no longer approve the
policy or methods left the Salvation Army, stepped out of that move-
ment which we had built up in this country and began all over again
from the foundation up in a new work, the.way seemed hard and difficult.
We had to face heartache and disappointment, ingratitude and misun-
derstanding from those we had served faithfully and loyally. Now as
we look back, I realize that had we not taken that step fourteen years
ago and started the Volunteers of America, I should never have been
free for the wonderful new field God opened before me within our prison
walls. One of the most important branches of work though by no means
the only one under the Volunteer standard is that known today as the
Volunteer Prison League, and it is from its close association with thou-
sands of prisoners all over the country and from my constant visits to
all our larger state and federal prisons, that I feel able to write from per-
sonal experience on this great question.

It should always be remembered that prison reform must be closely
allied with prisoner reformmg It is not enough to improve our prison
buildings, change our prison rules and regulations, to see the proper
feeding and clothing, medical attention and education are given to our
prisoners. We must also seek to reach the man as an individual, to ele-
vate his standards, to fill him with new hope, to bring if possible a touch
of human sympathy and the realization of Divine help to the very heart
of the problem,

During the last ten or twelve years-I have seen vast improvements
and advances all over the country, not only in the management and
equipment of our prisons, but also in the new awakening of interest and

ﬁ’RISQN reform]is so wide a subject that it seems almost impossible
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change of sentiment manifested by the public in every state. Public
interest 1s a most valuable aid in bringing about improvements within
prison walls for if the public moves earnestly enough, the legislative
bodies are stirred also and much that our prison officials desire to see
done is not in their hands but has to be brought about by an improve-
ment of the laws. It must not be supposed that these good changes
which have revolutionized many of our prisons have come chiefly from
outside interference. lamina position to know and to appreciate highly
the splendid work accomplished by some of our experienced prison men
.wardens, superintendents and others---who have closely studied the
question of prison reform as no outsider could and then have gone bravely
to work and carried out advanced ideas despite all sorts of unkind, nar-
row and foolish criticism from the outside world and even from the public
press.

The dean of our wardens, a splendid whole-hearted Christian man,
is Warden McClaughry of Leavenworth, the great Federal prison. He
is building this magnificent new prison which will be when completed
the finest in the world. He has done and is doing splendid work in prison
reform and his opinion on the question is infinitely of more value than
that of any penologist or criminologist on the outside for he has had some
thirty years of close contact with the prison world as warden. You will
find criminologists and penologists speak very hopelessly about the re-
form of the criminal. Their research in musty books and records brings
them in touch with crime and criminal tendencies, but not with the heart
of the question. I know of few prison wardens who have not hope, con-
fidence, and real human sympathy for the men whom they learn to know
as individuals.

Then there is Honorable C. V. Collins, of New York, superinten-
dent of the three great prisons in that state. He has built mess halls for
the men who used to eat out of tin cups and plates in the cell where they
slept and lived; he brought in the school system through which the illiter-
ate can have a splendid course of education instead of working in ignor-
ance and degradation and going forth just as they came in; the abolishing
of the lock step, the stripes, the short hair cut, was also due to his manage-
ment and the introducing of the honor mark system which gives the men
privileges for so many years of good conduct.

In Iowa, Warden Saunders has done wonders at Fort Madison,
despite foolish attacks from the ignorant and prejudiced. In Louisiana,
in the past seven years, an absolute revolution has taken place in the
treatment of prisoners. The old lessee system has been abolished.
Louisiana no longer hires out her prisoners to men who have only their
own interests at stake. Beautiful farms have been purchased and upon
these farms the men are worked in the open air. The levee camps have
been most carefully organized so that only the men who are atrong enough
and able physically for the work are employed there. Their sleeping
quarters are clean and bright and airy and yet other improvements are
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contemplated. Had I the time, I could go on from state to state and tell
you what I have noted as the years have passed.

I feel we have much to rejoice over though we cannot rest satisfied
for there is much to be dohe. Our jails in many parts of the country
are a shame to a civilized land. The difficulty returning prisoners find
in getting honest work to do, however anxious they are to retrieve the
past, is a revelation of the lack of Christian forgiveness; and the destitu-
tion in which wives, mothers, and children of prisoners are left on the
incarceration of the breadwinner, is a matter that calls for earnest legis-
lative help.

It should always be remembered that in the choosing of officers as
guards within prison walls, it is of paramount importance that they be
men of sterling good character, sober, honest and intelligent themselves.
It has been one of the curses of the past that for political reasons or be-
cause the state would not pay high enough salaries, brutal, incompetent,
and evil-living men were employed to care for the prisoner. It is from
that the brutalities, cruelities, and mistakes of the past have largely
arisen. All officers should be chosen because of their aptitude for the
work.

When dealing with the prisoner,”we should remember that there
are three thoughts ever to be borne in mind---his past, present, and future.
We must help him to forget the past, we must make him believe that its
faults, crimes and weaknesses, have not wrought utter ruin, that they
do not mean that he is chained to a bondage of crime for the present and
future also. Then we must make him believe the present is worth while,
show him that in it he can lay the good foundation for the future. If
he is ignorant, during his imprisonment he must be trained and edu-
cated; if physically defective or sickly, now is the time to operate on him
or to treat him with such remedies or methods as will send him out with-
out the handicap of bodily ailment. If he has never worked or realized
the value of industry, now is the time to make him a useful worker,
giving him the incentive to work well and thus adding to his life the gift
of an equipment to gain an honest living which will mean everything on
his discharge. Above all, we should make him realize that now within
the prison walls the reform and change of heart and life must come to
him if he is ever to make anything of himself for the future. There is
such a tendency to put off the turning of the new leaf until the day of
liberty to which he looks forward somewhere in the future.

Then comes the future. We must point him ever tojthe better days
that are in store inspiring him with hope, assuring him of the possibility
of a good, honest, happy life; he must be man enough to overcome dif-
ficulties and earnest enough to give up the evil things, the unwise friends,
the old haunts that in the past led to destruction, and to this end we must
appeal to his manhood and preach from the text "work out your own
salvation," backing it up with the assurance that God’s help may be his
for the asking.
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I have not space here to tell of the results that have come to us in
our own special work. We started thirteen years ago a league within
prison walls in which we have already enrolled over sixty thousand men;
we opened homes to shelter discharged prisoners who were homeless and
friendless and through two of these already over eight thousand men
have passed to a happy useful life. We are all the time increasing the
circle of our sympathy in practical help to wives, mothers and children
of prisoners all over the country. We have opened a Home where the
women can work by the day and a beautiful nursery where the babies
can be sheltered. We also receive the women paroled from prison and
have a very good work among them, but we can hardly pause to count
all that has been accomplished for there is so much more to be done and
it needs doing so desperately.

In.China, as in other eastern countries, it is imperatively necessary,
if women are to be reached, to reach them by women. Though not
absolutely secluded, as in Indian zenanas, a Chinese woman is practi-
cally unapproachable to men who are not near relatives; she does not,
it is true, turn her back and avert her face when a stranger appears,
as a Korean woman does; neither does she veil her face, as a Mohamme-
dan woman would do; but nevertheless she is kept apart from intercourse
with men, and to listen freely to male teachers, though far more possible
in these later days of emancipation than it ever was before, is still a
difficulty and an impropriety. A Chinaman'’s best friend never thinks
of asking after his wife or daughters; they do not appear if he entertains
guests; the higher class women are seldom seen driving out, much less
walking about the streets. A missionary of many years experience
told me of a breach of etiquette he once made in bowing to a lady whose
husband he knew intimately; she hurried by, blushing deeply, and re-
turning no sign of recognition to so unmannerly a salutation; he never
attempted such a thing again, henceforth ignoring any Chinese lady he
might happen to meet.---Lady Florence Cecil in the Woman’s Magazine.




Chily Labory

The children in the Poor House
May die of many an ill,

But the Poor House does not profit
By the labor in the mill!

The children in the Orphanage
Wear raiment far from fine,

But no Orphanage is financed
By child labor in a mine.

The Cruel Law may send them
To Reform School’s iron sway,
But it does not set small children

To hard labor by the day.

Only the Loving Family,
Which we so much admire,

Is willing to support itself
On little children’s hire.

Only the Human Father,
A man, with power to think,
Will take from little children
The price of food and drink.

Only the Human Mother---
Degraded, helpless thing!

Will make her little children work
And live on what they bring!

No fledgling feeds the father-bird!
No chicken feeds the hen!

No kitten mouses for the cat---
This glory is for men.

We are the Wisest, Strongest Race---
Loud may our praise be sung!---
The only animal alive
That lives upon its young!

We make the poverty that takes
The lives of babies so.

We can awake! rebuild! remake!---
And let our children grow!

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, in the Forerunner
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ONE KIND OF CHILD LLABOR

By FLORENCE KELLEY

HE largest single employers of children in the United States are
the Postal Telegraph Company and the Western Union Com-
pany which includes the A. D. T. messenger service. Some years
ago, in the single city of New York, the Western Union Company

had 2,000 boys constantly on its payroll, and engaged 6,000 boys each
year in order to keep the quota complete. The average length of service
of a boy employed by the Postal Telegraph Company in 1907 was but
three months.

At one time it seemed probable that the rapid growth of the telephone
service might drive the boys from the field. This has, however, not been
the case. Both the boys and the telephones find employment.

The widespread vigorous agitation against child labor has, hitherto,
accomplished relatively little for the telegraph and messenger boys. Very
young lads are no longer commonly seen working at night in New York
and Chicago since Illinois and New York enacted statutes prohibiting
the employment at "any gainful occupation” of children below the age of
sixteen years after 7 p. m. The federal government, too, has abolished
(except in Pittsburg, Pennsylvanial!) the employment of young boys for
special delivery letters.

In the State of Washington, a boy below the age of 19 years cannot
legally be employed in these services e x c e p t that a boy over fourteen
years may obtain a permit from a judge (not limited to the juvenile court).
These permits are issued in sufficient numbers to give to the passing trav-
eler in Seattle the impression that all the telegraph and messenger boys
in the city are sadly close to the fourteenth birthday, including those
who work at night. I saw a drowsy little fellow on the back platform of a
Seattle trolley car about 11:30 one evening last July. Asked whether he
was often so late in getting home, he answered "I ain’t going home now,
I'm workin’; I'm travelin’ away from home this minute." To a further
question he replied that his work ended at midnight.

Aside from these few wholly insufficient restrictions the companies
are, in general, free to do as they will with the boys, and in most parts of
the country usage sanctions the employment of school boys from ten
years old and upward, out of school hours, on the ground that the work
"is light and easy."

In reality, among the boy-destroying occupations none is so efficient
on so huge a scale as the telegraph and messenger service. As a regular
part of their work and a very large proportion of the whole amount, they
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are sent to every kind of vile resort. After three month’s work, they
know, by reason of the work itself, all the evil that can be learned in the
community in which they live. Under the law a telegraph or messenger
company is not free to refuse to serve a customer.

It is a serious defect in the work of our juvenile courts that their
records do not, as a rule show the occupations in which boys have been
engaged before being brought into court. A few courts are now begin-
ning to do this, notably the juvenile courts of Indianapolis and St. Louis
(Mo.). Whenever these records are faithfully and intelligently kept,
they will show the effects of this work upon boys. Meanwhile these
ruinous effects are a matter of common knowledge among probation of-
ficers. Indeed, it was upon the initiative of the juvenile court of Pitts-
burg that the Pennsylvania legislature has, during the present year, made
it a misdemeanor to send any minor under the age of twenty-one years to
any disorderly house. This is based upon the observation that the New
York and Illinois laws prohibiting the employment of boys under sixteen
years at night are insufficient because, between sixteen and twenty-one
years, boys are at the age most susceptible to the temptations peculiar
to this service.

Here and there a boy has survived the experience of employment
as telegraph or messenger boy with sufficient character to work up into
the position of head of an office. But it is also true that some of the young
lads who enlisted for the Cuban war escaped the perils of camp life and
battlefield and returned safe and sound to their families. It is the con-
viction of the writer that the percentage of wrecked lives among the
telegraph and messenger boys is constantly greater than was the havoc
wrought among our young soldiers, which so stirred our country.

There is no possible excuse for the employment of boys in this ser-
vice. All the work should be done by men twenty-one years old or over,
having the same qualifications which are required of letter carriers.
Telegrams are usually more important than letters. Parcels entrusted
to messengers are certainly more valuable than the advertisements
which form so large a part of the burden of the letter carrier and the read-
ing public.

Surely no woman can know of the wholesale sacrifice of young boys
without determining to get a full share of power and responsibility for
electing the officials who make and enforce---or fail to enforce--- the laws.
While, however, we are changing public opinion on this point, and get-
ting votes for women we can, as a provisional measure, refuse the ser-
vices of young telegraph and messenger boys when sent in response to our
calls. We can protest to the company whenever persons who are not
grown men bring to our doors telegrams or messages. Thus we can
pave the way for legislation by using the limited powers that we already
possess in our capacity as consumers---patrons of the company and in-
direct employers of the boys.
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THE CASE OF MRS. SCHELL

By ALICE HUBBARD

drews. He owns four hundred acres of land. This means that
even in [llinois he is not a poor man.
The farm next to his has one hundred acres. Four years ago
the deed of this farm was in the name of Johnathan Schell, a German.

There was a mortgage on this farm and the mortgage was owned by
a rich man in that vicinity.

Johnathan spent most of his time at the saloons in the village. He
drank much beer.

The farm was successfully worked by Mrs. Schell. Mrs. Schell was
the mother of nine children, the eldest of whom was twelve years of age.

The only thing Mrs. Schell could count on Mr. Schell’s doing was to
successfully spend all the money he could get.

Mrs. Schell was wise; she was a mother. Her wisdom caused her to
provide for her children the necessaries of life, and also to have the interest
money ready for October, when the interest on the mortgage became due.
Also to have the tax money ready in the spring. And this she always
did.

Mr. Schell’s part in the family program was that of spender, con-
sumer, owner, arch dictator. ;

One Saturday he had consumed more beer than usual---if that were
possible; at any rate he was a little more drunk than ordinarily, and when
the old horse zig-zagged along the road and the wagon jolted into a rut,
he fell out of the wagon and broke his neck.

There was a funeral; but after the burial the relatives did not
gather in the house to hear the will read. There was no will.

The owner of the mortgage knew where he could sell the rich one
hundred acres for cash, and so he foreclosed.

When the sale was made and the funeral expenses paid, all the widow
had left was her nine children and the clothing they wore.

Now, Mr. James Andrews knew Mrs. Schell well, for they had worked
side by side in adjoining fields all the springs and summers and falls that
the Schells had lived on that hundred acres. Mors: Schell heard that Mr.
.Andrews had difficulty in getting a hired man that spring when she had
no home, and she said to herself, "Why can’t I work for Mr. Andrews?"

So she went to him, told him that he knew her, knew her work,
knew what she had done, what she could do, and would he hire her in-
estad of a man that year?

EN the central part of Illinois there lives a farmer named James An-
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He was very glad, for he knew the value of this woman’s undivided
service.

He had paid a man forty dollars a month, but he arranged with Mrs.
Schell for thirty dollars, the use of his little cottage on the farm, a garden
spot and feeding ground for a cow.

The family moved into the cottage. The cow was bought and paid
for with the first month’s earnings.

The farmer was happy. No shirking, no loafing, no slipshod work.
He had never prospered as he did this year, for Mrs. Schell could not only
drive her own team and keep herself economically occupied, but she could
plan and supervise work for six men, which she did.

The year came around, and it was time for another contract to be
drawn up between Mrs. Johnathan and Mr. James.

Mrs. Johnathan had had a beautiful year. The children had lived
much out of doors. Morning, noon and night she arranged work for
them, taught them economy and industry, how to make a garden and
keep the house. The eldest girl took care of the cow.

The entire family was nourished---happy, hopeful, joyous. All this,
and Mrs. Johnathan had two hundred dollars in the bank. She was

never so happy in her life. Life had never held so much for her.

Mrs. Andrews had noticed for some time that James Andrews was
not so cheerful and happy as usual. He was often melancholy and some-
times cross. When he came home from market trips to the village he
was gloomy. She had asked him what was the trouble, but he always
said there was nothing the matter.

However, when it came time to make the new contract with Mrs.
Johnathan he said to Mrs. James, "I can’t do it Maria; it is impossible!
This woman is the best help I have ever had on my farm. She is not
working so hard for me as she worked for old man Johnathan; she was
never so happy and her family never so well. She told me this morning
she had two hundred dollars in the bank. No mortgage, no interest,
no taxes, no saloon keepers to take care of! But I can’t hire her next
year, Maria, I can’t do it."

"Why not, James?" said Maria, with quivering lips.

"Because every farmer that passes me on the road, every villager when
I go to town, calls ‘Scab! Scab!’ after me. ‘Woman driver. Make a
woman work like a horse! Scab! Scab!! They point their fingers at me,
and have ever since I hired this woman. They yell, they threaten, and
I cannot stand it another year."

The farmer could not tell Mrs. Johnathan himself. He sent his wife
over to the cottage and he went away to see his brother who lived sixty
miles off on the railroad.

Mrs. James was sick after her visit, for she saw the honest, trustful
eyes of Mrs. Johnathan look as only such eyes can look when she told the
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news. She saw the great tears well up into those eyes and roll down her
cheeks. She saw the little family gathered together and all hope go out
of their hearts.

She saw them move away.

A "charity lady" came to give advice. When she observed Mrs.
Johnathan’s big, rough, strong hands, the muscular development, she
was wise enough to know that only physical work could do for her. So
she got a hotel man in the nearest city to give her work, the scrubbing of
the corridors and the cleaning of cuspidors---the night work that only a
strong woman can do.

The nine healthy, hearty, happy, joyous little Schells were huddled
together in an alley in a part of the city where the mother could get a
rent that she felt she could pay.

Gone the blue sky, the sweet smelling clover, the hay fields, the gar-
den, the health, the home. Gone all joy in life---all.

Truly, "Something is rotten in Denmark!"

Mme. Grunberg, a young woman lawyer of Paris, has stirred[up a
great commotion in legal circles in the French capital by pu tting herself
forward as a candidate for a vacant position as magistrate. She chal-
lenges her opponents to cite any article in the code that prohibits a
woman from serving on the bench, and, carrying the war into the enemy’s
country, quotes the case of another woman lawyer who recently, in the
unavoidable absence of the presiding magistrate, was summorted to
take a place on the bench in order that the work of the court might
not be interrupted. If women can serve temporarily, Mme. Gru nberg
asks why are they not eligible for permanent appointment to the bench?
And the Frenchmen, who are far from willing at present to share all
their professions and prospects with women, seem to be hard put to
find a convincing answer to her contentions.
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THE PLAYGROUND MOVE-
MENT INeTHE Ui,

By GRACE E. J. PARKER

dustrialism than the present---and with what enthusiastic pride

are we prone to say it. But what complexities have been wrought

by this tremendous commercialism! What a dominating force
has it become in the life of the modern city! Man labor, woman labor,
child labor have all been called into service to keep the wheels of this
great industrialism in motion. From the country districts of America---
from Italy, from Cermany, from Russia, from Poland, from Ireland---
from every quarter of the globe have flocked young and old---an ever-
increasing population, to fill the work shops of American cities.

C;l N all the history of man, never has there been an age of greater in-

And so the industrial city has grown and developed---paying little
or no heed to how the free time of the people is spent---failing to take
into consideration the fact that in every individual member of its popu-

'lation is the instinct for play, for amusement, which must be satisfied;

much less regarding as a municipal responsibility, provision for the whole-
some exercise of this instinct.

With the growth of the city, commercialism has claimed one open
space after another until children have been forced into the streets for
their play. Laws have been passed prohibiting the playing in the streets
of many of the games and sports which are a very part of the life of
children. This criminal trespassing upon the rights of children has not,
however, resulted in repressing the instinct for play in the youth of the
city. It has resulted in bringing thousands of children before the courts
and sending hundreds to reformatories. It has resulted in thousands of
street accidents, and hundreds of fatalities.

In this age of commercialism this universal instinct for play, so neg-
lected and overlooked by the city, has become a tremendous source of
revenue to theatre managers, saloon keepers, dance hall proprietors,
gambling house keepers, managers of moving picture shows, "places"
and "joints." The same instinct which makes business good for the pala-
tial ocean liners, for the magnificent hotels at winter and summer re-
sorts, for grand opera houses, concert halls, "high class" theatres and every
other form of "high class" amusement or pleasure, makes business good
for the cheap burlesque, the saloon dance halls, for the police, the juvenile
court, reform schools, jails and prisons. The patrons of these latter in-
stitutions seeking amusement, not evil, have taken advantage of that
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within their reach. Ten cents
---even twenty-five cents,
would not gain admittance to
a grand opera house, concert
hall, "high class theatre," nor
to a properly patron-ed and
patron-essed subscription
dance---It does pay for admis-
sion to a saloon dance hall,
to the cheap burlesque, low
theatre or moving picture
show. What other amusement

“The Gang Captured”” or recreation is there to be

alti Playg; s $1. ays f hild for six. .
On Baltimore Playground \'.?elcl({)g pays for one child for six had at the prlce?

The young girl, who decked in her poor finery, walks the street in
the evening, giggling, flirting, having what she thinks is a "good time", is
looking for pleasure after a long day pent up in workshop, store or fac-
tory, and when we good people hear of these, girls going wrong, tempta-
tions having come to them which cannot possibly come to us, and which,
tired in body and untrained in mind, they are too weak to resist, we look
with horror upon their degeneracy---forgetting that "Vice is merely the
love of pleasure gone wrong." Has the city given these girls a square

deal?

Suppose around the corner, as convenient as the saloon, the "low
theatre"---the cheap dance hall---the city had provided a well equipped
playground, with base ball field, quoits field, basket ball field, bowling
alleys, tennis courts, swimming pool, gymnasium, swings, see-saws,
tether ball games, giant strides, slides, sand bins, a field house with
assembly hall to be used either as a dance hall or for entertainments, a

reading room and
game rooms---all
ynder the direc-
tion .of persons
whose influence
would be for good
instead of evil---
what think you
would be the ef-
fect upon the lives
of the boys and
girls and the men
and women of
that community?

The only playground for thousands of boys and girls.
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Down through the ages has come the story of the marvelous beauty
and physical development of the ancient Greeks---the story of the games
and the tourneys, of the Stadium and the theatre for the play of the people,
built in the market place of the Classic City. At last the modern city
is awakening to its responsibility and is building in its "market places"
playgrounds for its people so that no longer is it a matter of speculation
what the effect of such public playgrounds would be upon the life of a
community. It is an established fact that wherever a properly super-
vised playground is opened, juvenile delinquency decreases and the
physical, civic and moral conditions of the neighborhood improve.

Four years ago the Playground Association of America was organ-
ized. The object of this association is to co-operate with every city and
town in the United States in making provision for wholesome recreation
and play for citizens and coming citizens; to co-operate with all institu-
tions for children---reform schools, institutions for the deaf, dumb, blind,
feeble-minded and crippled---in making provision for recreation and play.

Previous to the organization of this association, Boston, Chicago
and New York were among the cities which had awakened to their muni-
cipal responsibility to provide facilities for wholesome recreation for the
people.  Their great playground systems had been started, too late,
however, to avoid the expenditure of millions of dollars for the purchase
of playground sites, a large part of which might have been saved had the
awakening come earlier.

When, at the beginning of the year 1908, statistics were gathered
showing how many cities had made any provision for public playgrounds,
supported either by private philanthropy or city appropriations, it was
found that of the over nine hundred cities of the United States, with a
population of five thousand or more, in ninety cities some effort had been
made to provide facilities for wholesome recreation. In many of these
cities the work was undeveloped but the awakening had come to the need
of a place for children to play in the fresh air and sunshine---a place where
they would not be exposed to the physical and moral dangers of the street
---a place where they would be under the influence of a person or persons
who would lead them in their play, fostering and encouraging honesty,
fair play, generosity, respect for the rights of others and all the qualities
which make for the development of highest manhood and womanhood.

During the past two years, two hundred and forty-six other cities
have adopted playgrounds as:a specific agency for the prevention of dis-
ease, immorality and crime and for the up-building of wholesome boys
and girls and men and women, so that during 1909 three hundred and
thirty-six cities in the United States conducted playgrounds for their
people. In many of these cities the playgrounds are open the year 'round,
from early in the morning until late in the evening and furnish play,
recreation and amusement for the entire family from the small baby and
Chilc}ll of kindergarten age to the older brothers and sisters and fathers and
mothers.
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Women have
had a large share
in the develop-
ment and promo -
tion of this play
ground movement
Mothers and
teachers have
needed no argu-
ments to convince
them of the vital
importance of
wholesome play
surroundings  for
children, nor has
any argument , ;
been necessary to Each inmate of these cells costs the State 32.50 a week.
convince them
that the time when a child most needs direction and protection is
during its play time---that it is then the character of the child is being
developed and habits formed.

In many cities women’s clubs have taken the first steps to arouse
interest in public playgrounds. In some communities playgrounds have
been opened and supported for a year or longer by women’s clubs, in
order to demonstrate to the city the value of such recreational facilities.

Two years ago a bill was passed in the Massachusetts legislature
which provided---That the citizens of the state should vote at the follow-
ing city elections upon the question of whether there should be a state
law compelling cities with a population of ten thousand, to furnish one
centrally located playground---and. for every twenty thousand increase
in the populatlon an additional playground. All but two cities voted---
by large majorities---in favor of this law.

The Playground Association of America, with headquarters at num-
ber one, Madison avenue, New York City, acts as a central bureau for
disseminating information on every phase of playground work. Printed
matter is furnished, lantern slides, photographs and cuts are loaned and
lecturers supplied to cities interested in starting playgrounds. It co-
operates with cities where playgrounds have already been opened, in
broadening and intensifying the work.

Properly trained playground supervisors is the urgent need of the
movement at the present time. To meet this demand a normal course
in play has been prepared by a committee of experts, appointed two years
ago by the Playground Association of America. This course contains
three Syllabi, one to be introduced in universities, physical training
schools and colleges for the training of supervisors, this course covering
two years; one Syllabus to be introduced into normal schools, to be in-
cluded in the curriculum for grade teachers, and one an Institute Course
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in Play, to cover six weeks for assistants in playgrounds, to be given by
play leaders. Letters of commendation of this course have been received
by the Playground Association of America from educators in all parts of
the country.

At the third annual Playground Congress, held in Pittsburg, in June
1909, mayors, or representatives of mayers, of forty cities in the United
States, were present. Eighty-five cities were represented by two hun-
dred and eighty-one delegates, including municipal officers, business
men, teachers, ministers, social workers and playground leaders. The
closing feature of this congress was a great play festival in which between
thirty thousand and forty thousand children danced and played in
Schenley Park, while over ten thousand children and adults looked on
and entered into the spirit of play; this Play Festival was an impressive
and splendid illustration of the democracy of play.

Plans are already well under way at the National Playground Head-
quarters, for the Fourth Annual Playground Congress, which will be held
:n Rochester, N. Y., June 7th to 11th, 1910.

The Playground Association of America is supported by subscrip-
tion. It has no endowment fund, no guarantee fund and no definite in-
come; every dollar for its maintenance must come in voluntary contri-
butions. To meet the present demands made upon it by the movement,
which has grown to such large proportions and is growing still larger, and
to carry out its program for this year’s work, the association must secure
$50,000 in voluntary gifts. Contributions may be made payable to
Gustavus T. Kirby, Treasurer and mailed to the Playground Association
of America, Number One, Madison Avenue, New York City.

The only woman’s daily newspaper published in Asia, if not in the
world, is issued by a woman in Pekin. Its editor is a Chinese girl belong-
ing to a well-to-do family. Her paper is known as the Pekin Woman'’s
Journal. It is published in an attractive form and is written in classic
Chinese. It is largely devoted to educational matters, and especially
to the advancement of woman. It advocates the anti-footbinding
movement, supports the anti-opium crusade, and, in%general, is for
woman’s rights from a Chinese standpoint.




CONTAGION AND DISIN-
FECTION

By ESTHER C. POHL, M. D.

HE existence of infectious diseases is due to the presence and op-
eration of living germs which are communicated from person to
person in different ways.

Years of patient research have shown the constant presence of
spec1al germs during the progress of certain diseases. Many of these
micro-organisms have been isolated and cultivated; susceptible animals
have been inoculated with the germs thus artificially grown and their
specific diseases induced. These germs present definite characteristics
which enable the bacteriologist, with the aid of the microscope, to recog-
nize, describe and classify them as surely as the agriculturist, with un-
aided eye, recognizes and classifies the larger growths, such as wheat and
oats.

Disease germs live and multiply to some extent in different soils, but
the animal body is their natural habitat. Here they find heat, moisture
and nutrition, and when constitutional resistance to disease is weak,
these germs increase rapidly, destroying the tissues on which they live
and generating deadly poisons (toxins) that aid in the destruction of the
body attacked.

On the other hand, if constitutional resistance is strong, the pro-
tective cells of the body, (the standing armies of active little health of-
ficers) at the call of the menaced tissue, hurry through the circulation
from all directions and passing out through the walls of the blood vessels,
surround and attack the invading organisms.

“~ These protective cells, these body-guards, were formerly described
as white blood corpuscles, but at the present they are more frequently
referred to as leucocytes. During health the leucocytes circulate uni-
formly in the blood and lymph but in the presence of disease, when called
upon to protect the body against bacteriological devastation, these meek
and lowly leucocytes develop formidable characteristics and are clothed
with an official appellation---phagocytes---calculated to terrify the
boldest germ.

I*  Armies of phagocytes, with divisions for speaal bactericidal duty
and possessing the power of producing ammunition for defensive warfare
---ferments and anti-toxins---take the field against the invading microbes.
Wherever practicable these phagocytes surround the affected spot with
impregnable walls and fortifications thereby separating the healthy from
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the diseased tissueand limiting the area of infection. They devour the
assailing germs and on this diet produce and excrete protective substances
that neutralize the poisons (toxins) with which the enemies have flooded

the body.

This war of micro-organisms -this celfular struggle is intensely in-
teresting since the human body is frequently the prize. Itisa conflict
between good and evil, between the processes of infection and the pro-
cesses of protection and cure; a battle between health and disease where
the outcome is life or death.

This natural protective function of the blood is utilized commercially
in the manufacture of serums for the treatment of certain diseases. The
inoculation of horses with the toxins of specific infectious diseases to
which they are susceptible is followed by a reaction which charges their
blood with anti-toxins---the natural antidotes or remedies for those
diseases. When repeated inoculations have stimulated these horses to
the maximum production of protective substances they are bled and the
serums separated from the blood constitute the commercial anti-toxins
so valuable in the treatment of such diseases as diphtheria and menin-
gitis.

The inoculation of patients suffering from infectious diseases with
the attenuated cultures of those very diseases is a still more direct appli-
cation of this principle of natural protection. These cultures are de-
prived of their virulence and act by stimulating an earlier and larger
production of the natural protective substances of the body which are
produced more slowly in response to the irritation of the diseases them-
selves, and by virture of which all attacks of such diseases tend to
spontaneous recovery.

The animal body supplies the environment necessary for the greatest
development of disease germs. It is coveted territory. Fortunately
these pernicious organisms lack independent motion; they must be carried
from one field of operation to another. A specific disease invariably
comes from some person or animal infected with that particular disease.
It does not come from the wind or the rain, or from a draft or from sewer
gas; but from some infected host and more often from an ignorant, care-
less, selfish person than from an intelligent, careful and considerate one.

All pestilential insects and vermin are enlisted on the side of disease
as transports for pathogenic germs. Flies, fleas, bed-bugs and other
insects not only carry microbes, but nourish them in their bodies for days
and weeks. Garbage, manure, sewage and all organic waste are allies
of disease, providing harbors and incubators for vermin and insects.
These unsanitary accumulations are often infected and capable of sup-
plying both disease and carrier.

Contagious diseases are most frequently transmitted directly from
person to person. Mild cases of measles, diphtheria, scarlet fever and
even small-pox sometimes escape detection; the infected persons live in
unrestrained association with their fellows, attending church and school,
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using common drinking cups, library books, interchangeable milk bottles,
traveling in street cars and trains and disseminating these diseases wher-
ever they go§

Patients convalescing from infectious diseases often transmit them
long after all clinical symptoms have disappeared. Such patients are
frequently allowed to associate with healthy persons before it is safe for
then to do so, and the diseases from which they have been suffering are
communicated in this way. In fact, there are individuals who exhibit
no clinical symptoms of a disease while producing and scattering large
numbers of its specific germs. No feasible plan for protecting the public
against some of the most loathsome infectious diseases has yet been
devised. While open war is waged against the bacillus diphtheria,
typhosus and tuberculosis, the social position of the base-born gonococcus
and the spirochetz pallida (germ of syphilis) has thus far precluded
their public recognition; although (as a suggestion) an enrollment of the
names of their hosts in the archives of the health office might have a
discouraging effect upon the propagation and transmission of these vi-
cious microbes.

Selfishness and disregard of the rights of others conduce to the
transmission ‘of disease. Persons in quarantine frequently exhibit un-
willingness to submit to any inconvenience or loss in order to prevent
the spread of disease. Inconsistence is the rule. It is surprising how
quickly people change their minds in regard to the necessity for public
protection under the pressure of personal selfishness. Contagious dis-
eases which are openly declared to be public menaces when the homes of
“neighbors are involved become benign and harmless to the public when
circumstances are changed and private interests are threatened by quar-
antine. Persons clandestinely passing in and out of quarantined houses
and using the conveniences of such houses in common with convalescing
diphtheria patients often carry thriving colonies of diphtheric germs in
their throats without much inconvenience to themselves because they
enjoy an immunity from malignant symptoms.

The only excuse for such misconduct lies in the fact that the per-
petrators are usually victims of a bad and reprehensible system of quar-
antine, a system in itself an agency in the transmission of disease.

When a dangerous contagious disease develops in one member of a
family the home is usually quarantined and often several healthy persons,
perhaps helpless, susceptible little children, are penned in and subjected
to a forced infection. This is a wicked system and every life lost as a
result of it is an unnecessary sacrifice. As a means of preventing the
spread of disease it is ineffectual, for the reason that its value depends
upon the co-operation of its victims and they will not co-operate in a plan
unjust, and conflcting with self-interest. It imposes a financial burden
upon those who may be least able to bear it. It shuts off wage earners
from their employment or compels them to live away from home at an
increased expense. It frequently endangers the life of a mother of a
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young family---the most valuable life in the world. It often prolongs the
period of quarantine from weeks to months when the disease passes
successively from the convalescing patient to the other members of the
family and this may continue until all are either immunized or dead.
The healthy members of a family in which a contagious disease develops
have exactly the same right to protection as the public at large and there
is no good reason why such a family should be called upon to bear the
whole expense of protecting the public. Every city should maintain
isolation hospitals for the different contagious diseases. The removal of
all contagious cases to such hospitals would relieve the families of the sick
of the burden and danger of quarantine and would also afford an efficient
protection to the city.

As a vehicle for the conveyance of disease, milk is probably second
only to transmission by personal contact. The reasons are obvious.
Milk from a sick cow may be inherently bad or it may be infected in-
directly through contamination with the animal’s excretions. Milk
from a healthy cow is subject to all the dangers lurking in polluted water
with which it may be diluted or with which the milk utensils may be
washed. This bland food of infants exhausts the possibilities of the
ubiquitous fly as a disease carrier; through the agency of this insect milk
is exposed to every unsanitary condition surrounding the dairy where it
is produced. Unclean or diseased milkers, dust, dirty utensils, and the
interchangeable milk bottle with its licked "Sanitary" label, deserve the
closest consideration as prolific sources of milk infection.

If milk were a clear fluid the visible contamination of the average
commercial sample would make it impossible as an article of diet, but
unfortunately the dregs and feculence are concealed by its opacity. Add
to all sources of infection the fact that milk is a fertile soil for germ
growth---that a bottle of milk but slightly infected in the morning may
teem with germ life before night; and also, the fact that milk is univer-
sally used, that practically the whole population of a city is subject to
the dangers of its milk supply, and the possibilities of milk as a disease
carrier must be clearly appreciated.

The water supply of a city is sometimes infected with sewage and
diseases may be conveyed in this way. The food supply is more or
less exposed to flies and dust, such as street sweepings; it is also liable
to direct infection by diseased persons, such as tuberculous or diph-
theritic bakers or grocers. Briefly, all conditions of life which lower
vitality, dimish resistance and favor germ transmission predispose to
disease while all conditions which foster vitality, increase resistance and
prevent germ transmission preserve health.

Sunshirie and fresh air, wind, rain, and even biting frost exercise
marked inhibitory and destructive effects upon germ and insect life. Sun-
shine and fresh air are the great natural disinfectants but in large cities
the natural processes of purification are inadequate, hence, the insis-
tant need of artificial ventilation, drainage and disposition of waste.
The value of a stream of pure air through every human habitation is not
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generally appreciated. It is common knowledge that a fish does not
thrive in stagnant or polluted water, but the effects of stagnant and pol-
luted air on the health and development of the human species are not so
¢ommonly understood. All rooms or buildings where large numbers of
people live or assemble ought to be continually flooded with fresh air
and in estimating the importance of the air supply as compared with
that of food and water it should be remembered that we fill our lungs
with air about fifteen times a minute.

There is a vast opportunity for improvement in the methods of dis-
posing of garbage and sewage. A dim realization of the enormity of
befouling rivers with sewage and a forecast of betterment in the future
is indicated in the unenforced laws against the pollution of the small
streams which run into these rivers. It is unlawful in some states for
an individual to contaminate a small stream which flows through a
neighbor’s property, but a city may befoul a river from which another
city draws its water. Surely in this age of invention a better plan than
this will be devised.

A pure water supply, the source of which is remote from human
habitation is the best assurance a city can have of immunity from certain
forms of disease. Dairies should be subject to regulation and house-
wives should be assisted in their efforts to secure wholesome, unadul-
terated foods. As a measure of public protection all cases of contagious
diseases should be immediately removed to proper isolation hospitals.
Churches, theatres, assembly-rooms and public service conveyances
should be well ventilated and regularly fumigated. Schools should be
kept scrupulously clean and fumigated weekly. Proper drinking foun-
tains should be provided in the schools and the toilet seats should be
frequently cleansed with antiseptic solutions.

The antiseptics of most general usefulness are the household com-
modities employed in the maintenance of cleanliness. Were it possible
to sum up results it would probably be found that heat, soap and water
head the array of antiseptics; the various washing powders, paint and
kalsomine occupy second place, while sulphur, formaldehyde and other
substances of high germicidal power would be found near the bottom of
the list because of their limited application.

The treatment of disease is a small matter as compared with its
prevention. The practice of therapeutics is a branch of medicine which
at best is unsatisfactory and should be undertaken only by those who are
especially qualified. But the prevention of disease is a universal un-
dertaking; it is part of the daily work of the world and the results are
highly satisfactory. Witness the practical elimination of certain plagues
by hygienic measures, of smallpox by vaccination, and of typhoid fever
in many places through the acquisition of a pure water supply. Even
tuberculosis is yielding and the time is not far distant when it will take
its place among the banished plagues and become interesting chiefly as
history. Every teacher, every mother, everybody should be a hygienist
--this is one of the high duties of life.
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THE MEANING OF HUMAN
INFANCY

By PROFESSOR MARGARET ELSIE CROSS

““The most beautiful witness of the Ewolution of Man is the mind of a
/itt/(' C/u'/(/. /t was ages /u-forc /)urzu'in or Lumarc/c or Luz‘rrlfus t/m(
Maternity, bending over the hollowed cradle in the forest for a smile of
recognition from her babe, expressed the earliest trust in the doctrine of
1/ez'z'/n/>mcnt. 2
---Drummon in *‘The Ascent of Man.’”

OUNG life, in all of its forms, inspires the contemplative mind with
reverence and hope. The bloom and freshness of infancy con-
tain the promise of development---the prophecy of a destiny un-
fulfilled. The helpless young plant, first pushing its tender

shoots above the ground, is the herald of unfolding life in the forms of
trunk, branch, twig and leaf. The swelling buds of flowering plants fore-
tell the miracle of beauty, fragrance and the wonderful destiny of repro-
duction. The infantile forms of animal life with their foreshadowings
of consciousness and its possibilities, give rise to a still higher hope and
deeper reverence. The charm which we find in watching their various
forms of play, as the gambols of lambs, the frolics of kittens, and the
pranks of colts, has its origin in what is oftentimes an unconscious hope
based upon the potentialities and the inexhaustible fund of gladness
stored up in young life.

It is in the human infant that life is most replete with dynamic pos-
sibilities. Consequently, it is there that we find the highest and holiest
prophecy. Trustin the development of child life has permeated humanity
through all the epochs of its history., It is the basis upon which rest all
the myths of the Hero Child with which the literature of primitive people
abound. - It is the inspiration of poets, who through the ages, have
sung the charms of childhood, of painters who have pictured its beauty
and of countless generations of parents who have sacrificed themselves
to its needs. So universal is this faith that it sometimes restores, even
to the most degraded nature, something of its native goodness. Hero-
ditus tells a touching story of a child, which, for political reasons, was to
be put to death. Ten men were chosen to perform the cruel deed. When
the smiling babe was placed in the arms of one of the men, he, though a
murderer in purpose, was so touched by its helplessness and its latent
powers that he handed it to the next, who,. also moved by the same
thought, passed it to the third. In this way the child passed without
injury through the hands of the ten men.
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While the divine trust in the mission of child life is age-long in its
duration, it was left for modern thought to discover the scientific basis
upon which it rests. With the help of Professor John Fiske we are be-
ginning to interpret the hidden meaning of human infancy and to under-
stand some of the biological forces which underlie the process of its de-
velopment. To him we are indebted for the application of the theory
of evolution to education. Mr. Darwin, in his "Origin of Species", pub-
lished in 1859, traced the steps of man’s ascent from lower forms of life.
Mr. Alfred Russell Wallace showed, in the same year, that after a long
period of physical development, intelligence became more important
than change in bodily structure and that henceforth evolution had pro-
ceeded along mental instead of physical lines. Intelligence, by and by,
began to express itself in the crude shelter, food and clothing of the
savage, and in the implements and weapons by means of which he sur-
vived the brute force of the forest. After an ernormous period of in-
teraction of hand and mind, the size of the cerebrum had doubled and its
structure had become much more complex.

While the foregoing theory was generally accepted by the sc1ent1ﬁc
world and while it had proved a great searchlight by which many prob-
lems were examined in new relations, its application to the problem of
education was not considered. Professor John Fiske in his "Outlines of
Cosmic Philosophy" published in 1874, explained the relation of the theory
of evolution to the period of human infancy. He discussed, in both its
physical and psychical aspects, the signiﬁcance of the child in the develop-
ment of the human race. It is in this contribution that we find re-
vealed the source of the age-long hope in child life.

As an aid to an appreciation and interpretation of the child and the
race, we shall endeavor to consider, in the light of the literature of evolu-
tion, some of the phenomena of infancy. The characteristic of the hu-
man infant with which we perhaps are most deeply impressed is its ex-
treme helplessness. As it lies there semi-conscious, a bundle of bone,
nerve and muscle, unable to feed, clothe or protect itself, it seems indeed
a perfect symbol of impotence. Of this helpless state of childhood,
Lucretius more than 1900 years ago wrote:

"A child at its birth, like a mariner cast ashore by the angry waves,
lies prostrate on the earth, naked, speechless, destitute of all aids to ex-
istence, from the moment when it reaches the shores of light, torn from
its mother’s bosom by the efforts of nature, and it fills the place it has
entered with dismal wailings." How in contrast the tiny creature seems
to the young lamb which skipb and plays around its mother when only
a few hours old! It is even more helpless than the chicken which can
walk and take its food as soon as it escapes the shell. and ,which i1s, in a
few weeks, entirely independent of its mother’s care.

What, then, constitutes the difference between man and the lower
animals which demands for the human infant the prolonged protection
of maternal warmth and care? The truism of man’s superior intelligence
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is an inadequate answer to the question, for the term "superior intelli-
gence" leads to the quest for its cause, which, since the days of Hippo-
crates, has been directed to the brain as the organ of mind. Back of
this consideration, however, there lies the general biological law. that
the life of an organism consists in its proper adjustment to its environ-
ment. This implies a harmony of structure, function and environment.

The lower denizens of the world perform a humble function. They
live in a monotonous or unvaried environment upon which it is necessary
for them to react in only a limited number of ways. Their ‘structures,
therefore, are exceedingly simple and they have little power of adapta-
tion to a varied environment. Their movements are entirely reflex,
depending upon mechanism instead of consciousness. The fish fulfills
its humble mission in practically a changeless environment, reaction
upon which requires a simple structure. It can perform at birth almost
all the movements of an adult fish. Because of this simplicity of func-
tion, structure and environment, creatures of this order are sufficiently
organized at birth to start, fully equipped, upon their ephemeral career.
Myriads of creatures can perform skillfully and accurately, at birth, all
the acts performed by their ancestors generations before them. But
according to the universal law of compensation, this instinctive endow-
ment is balancéd by a very limited ability to learn by experience. The
lives of such creatures are a mere repetition of the lives of their ances-
tore, without history and without progress.

As we ascend the scale of animal life the functions becomes higher,
the environment more varied and the structure correspondingly more
complex. Adjustment to this wider environment requires a greater
variety, complexity and subtlety of movement. This, in turn, demands
a variation in structure for which nature makes adequate provision by
the development of the nervous system.

An increase in the cerebral mass of the brain marks a new and im-
portant epoch in animal life---the transition from purely instinctive to
educable forms. This change in brain structure gives the animal a
reservoir in which to store past experience by means of which it can
regulate its future conduct. No longer is it restricted, by heredity,
through all of its life to the automatic performance of those acts performed
by its ancestors. In addition to this instinctive equipment it has the
power of a dawning intelligence---the capacity to learn through individual
experience, different forms of action.

But, intelligence, and undeveloped potentialities demand a longer
period for complete organization. For tHe simple structures and activi-
ties of the lower animals, the period of pre-natal existence is sufficient to
equip them for their lowly and ephemeral life. But with the higher
function, the greater complexity of structure, and the gradual increase
of intelligence, the period of gestation is not. sufficient for the complete
organization of the more delicate and intricate organism. Even with
the prolongation of this period, only a limited number of the creature’s
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capacities are developed and it must begin its career as an infant whose
life can be sustained only by the watchfulness and care of others.

The human baby is by far the most complex and intricate organism
that nature has yet produced. The weight of its brain is one-seventh
that of the entire body. Corresponding with the increase in brain weight
1s an increase in the delicacy of brain structure, quality, plasticity and
sensitiveness to impression. Minutely connected with the brain are
highly specialized sense organs and motor appartus capable of wonderful
variety and accuracy of movements and adjustments. It follows that
the environment of the human child is immeasurably larger and its des-
tiny infinitely higher than that of any other species. In comparison
with its humbler predecessors, its potentialities are almost unlimited.
In addition to its vast instinctive inheritance---millenia of race experience
---1t possesses an almost unlimited capacity for education. It is replete
with the dynamic power of fresh life, capable of learning activities en-
tirely new. Because of the infinite variety of adjustments which must
be slowly learned and the potentialities which must be gradually actual-
ized, the baby starts out on its unfamiliar journey of life helpless, "speech-
less, destitute of all the aids to existence."

Mr. Drummond in his "Ascent of Man" has clearly explained the
physiological aspect of Human Infancy as follows:

"An apparatus for controlling one of the lower animals can be turned
out from the workshop of Nature sometimes in a day. The wheels are
few, the works are simple, the connections require little time for adjust-
ment or correction. EverytHing that a humbler organism can do has
been done a million times by its parents and already the faculties have
been carefully instructed by heredity and will automatically repeat the
whole life and movement of the race. But when a Man is made, it is not
an automaton that is made. This being will do new things, think new
thoughts, originate new ways of life. His immediate ancestors have
done the same, but some of them so seldom, and others of them for so
short a time, that heredity has failed to notice them. For half the life,
therefore, that lies before the human offspring no storage of habit has
been handed down from the past. Each descendent must carve a way
through the world for itself, and learn to comport itself through all the
varying incidents of life as best it can. Now the equipment for this is
very complex. Into the infant’s frame must be fitted not only the ap-
paratus for automatic repetition of what its parents have done, but the
apparatus for intelligent initiation. * % % 5 % %

Now, Infancy, physiologically considered, means the fitting up of
this extra machinery within the brain, and according to its elaborateness
will be the time required to perfect it. A sqiling vessel may put to sea
the moment the rigging is in, @ steamer must wait for the engines. And
the compensation to the steamer for the longer time in dock is discovered
by and by, in its vastly greater usefulness, its powers of varying its
course at will, and in its superior safety in time of war or storm. For its
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greater after-usefulness also, its more varied career, its safer life, humanity
has to pay tribute to Evolution by a delayed and helpless Infancy, a pro-
longed and critical constructive process. Childhood in its earliest stage
is a series of installations and trials of the new machinery, a slow experi-
menting with powers and faculties so fresh that heredity in handing them
dowln has been unable to accompany them with full directions as to their
use."

Infantile helplessness then, is an essential concomitant of education,
the prophecy of unmeasured possibilities, the guaranty of progress and
of lofty destiny. It is in its higher degree of educability, its power to
progress, and its individuality of charcter that the human infant differs
so markedly from the non-human. In poetical words, Walt Whitman
expresses the identity of these human characteristics with the individual
adjustment to one’s environment:

"There was a child went forth every day, and the first object he looked
upon that object he became, and that object became part of him for the
day, or a certain part of the day, or for stretching cycles of years."

Such adaptability to environment depends largely upon the plasti-
city of the brain which is not only greatest in man but greatest in child-
hood and youth. As the activities of life become more varied and com-
plex, the environment is in a constant process of change, and a greater
power of adaptability is needed. In response to this need the period of
infancy gradually increases with advancing civilization. The business
and professional man now enters upon his career at least ten years later
than was customary a century ago. It would follow that infancy is the
period for training in the power of superior adjustment to a changing en-
vironment and that to provide the training 1s an essential function of
education.

But significant as human infancy is in its relation to the individual,
it has a more profound meaning in its relation to society as a whole. In
the helplessness and dependence of the human babe Mr. John Fiske
found the origin of society and morality.

It is well known that the primitive family was simply a pairing
family, its duration depending entirely upon the helplessness of the in-
fant in relation to economic conditions. Where food was abundant and
the mother and child could find subsistence without the father’s help,
marriage was usually dissolved as soon as the child was weaned. But
when food and clothing were more difficult to obtain, the father actively
engaged in the economic support till the child or children were able to
take care of themselves. In this prolonged association with its new ties
and relationships is to be found the genesis of the family, the primordial
unit of human society. Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler in his "Meaning of
Education" says: "The factor which has changed the human being from
a gregarious animal to man living in a monogamic family is, if anthro-
pology and psychology teach anything, the child." On this point Mr.
Drummond also has said:
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"No greater day ever dawned for Evolution than this on which the
first human child was born. For there entered into the world the one
thing wanting to complete the Ascent of Man---a tutor for the affections.
It may be that a mother teaches her child, but in a far deeper sense, it is
the child who teaches the mother." The brooding care and tenderness
of the parents which protected the child from the harsh surroundings,
their pity for its helplessness, their anxious watchfulness when danger
threatened, their interest in its unfolding powers, all reacted upon the
mentality of the father and mother, bringing an increment of sympathy,
patience, and gentleness, which developing with the centuries, has pro-
duced the personality that feels "the pain and joy of other lives as some
what like his own."

As definite relations arose among the parents, brothers and sisters,
there also arose definite rights and duties founded largely upon difference
of sex and age. This involved the necessity of reciprocal behavior. No
longer could the individual shape his conduct with reference only to
himself. His selfish desires and impulses must be subordinated to the
welfare of others. These obligations imply an act of moral judgment,
the notions of right and wrong. Thus, in the rudimentary internal regu-
lations of the primitive family we find the genesis of the moral law, the
all comprehending mandate of human society.

In human infancy, then, we find the cornerstone upon which social
and moral structures of mighty dimensions have been reared, and it is
there that we must look for all the future achievements of the race. The
words of the Talmud, written more than two thousand years ago are true
today: "The world must be saved by the breath of the children." An
important part of our work in social reconstruction consists in a more
perfect appreciation of the dignity ,possibilities and divine rights of child-
hood, and a more determined effort to secure equality of opportunity for
every child in the healthy environment of love, childish joy and produc-
tive self-activity.
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EMMA M. CHURCH,
Director of the Chicago School of Applied and Normal Art

ORGANIZATION OF ART FORCES.
Z]N this day of organization when all common interests are coming

together for the common good, when we have capital organized

into corporations and trusts, labor organizations banded together

in a federation, women’s clubs and federation of women’s clubs,
educational associations and all the rest of an inexhaustible list, it is not
strange that no sooner had we realized the present art situation and what
was necessary to correct it, than all the forces that believe in the power
of ideals should come together in small associations which finally should
be united in a national federation.

The National Education Association has long had an art department,

“there has been for many years an Eastern and a Western Association of

Drawing Teachers, which have represented the interests of art in public
school education, there have been "Municipal Art Leagues," "Societies of
Artists" representing other kinds of art interests and in May of last year
the "American Federation of the Arts" was formed in Washington (an
account of whose purpose and organization will be found in these pages),
representing an endeavor to unite in one association all individuals, asso-
ciations and institutions that are interested in the development of better
balanced men and women and of a more refined public taste, and that are
hoping, ultimately, for a national art that shall be an expression of our
American life, not an American echo of European art, and that aims to
balance our commercial ambitions with an ambition for the higher ideals
of beauty.

It is most evident that the greater part of this work must be done
by an educational process that shall consider its field to be not the school
system alone, but the public, with all the manifold elements that it com-
prises.

Only a united national movement, which utilizes all the agencies
that reach all the people, can effectually accomplish this great purpose.
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Among these powerful agencies to be enlisted for work outside the
schools, may be enumerated the church, the stage, public games and fes-
tivals, the press, great industrial institutions that employ hundreds and
thousands of workers, the clubs and art associations.

No small part of the responsibility rests with the public school
system, because the public schools are the great educational nurseries of
the country, in which the masses of her citizens receive the rudiments of
their development and thousands of whom are never to come in contact
again with any other uplifting influences.

The number that continue their training in the higher institutions
of learning is small, indeed, compared to those who enter the race of life
even before they finish the grammar schools.

The present interest in industrial education, which is so intense that
it threatens to crowd out every other idea of the child, except that of
industrial efficiency, threatens thus to doom thousands to the mechanical
use of their bodies, to the exclusion of the exercise of their minds and souls
in any form of creative expression, and that would even deny them the
education that would prepare them to appreciate beauty in nature and
in art. ;

Jane Addams in her beautifully sympathetic book, "The spirit of
Youth and the City Streets," shows from her rich fund of experience in
one of the most congested districts of a great city, that supplies the fac-
tories with many "hands," that much of juvenile crime at least, is trace-
able to the form of labor that awakens no intellectual or emotional in-
terest, but that deadens the best that there is in humanity with a cease-
less, mechanical, muscular monotony.

We can not hope, and indeed, it might not be best to change our
complicated industrial conditions, but we can remove the stultifying ef-
fects of work in the factories by putting every individual in touch with
his diviner self and allowing for its expression in some form of legitimate
amusement or in some form of art.

There is no doubt that discontent, pessimism, anarchy and crime are
due, to a large extent, to the taking out of life every vestige of communion
with a higher, more beautiful world.

In communities where some organized form of worship has a hold on
all the people, there is much more contentment, because there is some
reference to ideals that are, at least, a little ahead of earthly accomplish-
ment. In America there are thousands in all walks of life that have no
religious affiliations or any other ties that appeal to anything higher than
the routine of sleeping, eating, working and, as extravagant a display as
possible of finery, when they come together at receptions, bridge, or the
"Kaffee Klatsch." Life is, among these thousands, an endless rehearsal
of one’s self in relation to one’s family and one’s social circle, and only in
some rare moments, when some tragedy confronts them, do they pause
to consider whence or why they came, what is the deep significance of
life and into what mysteries does it lead us.
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Since in free, heterogeneous America a national religion is impossible,
we can at least all unite in the common cause of beauty. =~ We can de-
mand a standard of character that is based on beauty and virtue; we can
demand more beautiful public highways, parks, cities and homes; music,
literature and art that leads us to construct nobler ideals of life instead
of the realistic portrayal of what is morbid, unwholesome and exciting in
life as it is lived in this day, when our commercial and industrial growth
has outstripped our esthetic growth.

Nor will we need to make humanity over, for the Divine Fire
slumbers in every heart. All we need to do is to awaken it. Once
awakened, each and all knows it as his real and most worthy self.

Could the majority of all the people come to a personal realization
of the ideal and spiritual aspect of life, we could no more prevent a great
national art than we could prevent the succession of day and night.

EXTRACT FROM SPEECH MADE BY HENRY READ, MEMBER
OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS, AMERICAN FEDERATION OF
ARTS, WASHINGTON, D. C., BEFORE THE ART DEPART-
MENT OF THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
JULY:1909.

Before giving a detailed account of the American Federation of Arts,
it may be well to consider what justification can be found for a national
movement at the present time.

It is only within the memory of this generation that American art
may be said to have found independent expression among us, and per-
haps the most significant feature of its spirit today is to be found in the
growing conviction that art is something more than painting, sculpture,
or architecture. Very few of us have the power to become artists, fewer
still can ever hope to rank among the immortals, and if personal fame
were to be the sole measure of the value of art to the community at large,
an attitude of indifference to its claim would occasion no surprise. But
if it can be realized that art has a wider meaning, that it satisfies a uni-
versal human instinct, the love of beauty; that it records a deliberate
choice of the higher aim; that its influence touches almost every depart-
ment of man’s activity; that it is sane, practical, and within reach of all---
then we surely are in a position to say that as a nation we can ill afford
to neglect the signs of an awakening esthetic conscience.

The art-craft movement and its effect upon domestic design, recent
public and private ‘architecture, increased attention to the cultivation
of gardens, the creation of municipal art commissions, their care for the
details of civic beauty, no less than their advocacy of more fundamental
improvements, and public protests against landscape disfigurement, all
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show a forward step in the advance of good taste, and good taste is a
phrase which, for our purpose, might almost take the place of the vague
word "art."

The National Academy of Art, which was established by authority
of Congress in 1892, and is therefore one of the few societies possessing
the direct indorsement of the United States government, recently decided
that the time was ripe for a federation of the art forces of this country,
and through its Board of Regents, issued a call for an art convention,
which was held in Washington, May 11th to 13th, of the present year.
At this gathering attended by the representatives of the societies, mu-
seums, schools and civic organizations of the country, and addressed by
statesmen, artists, and educators of national reputation, the project took
definite form and, under the name of the American Federation of Arts,
became an effective reality. At this point, I cannot do better than to
quote Senator Root’s outline of its plans:

(1) To encourage the establishment of art schools, the exhibition
of collections of private galleries, and to encourage American artists.

(2) To secure higher recognition of art in public schools, and to
make boards of education, faculties and college presidents pay more at-
tention to cultivating the taste of students.

(3) To encourage the appointment of a commission to supervise
public architecture.

(4) To improve the standard of private architecture.

(5) To support the plan of the Park Commission to beautify the city
of Washington.

(6) To extend the system of national parks and forests throughout
the country.

(7) To promote public playgrounds and school gardens.

(8) To support a movement to enlarge the jurisdiction of the Super-
vising Architecture of the Treasury, so that in effect a Bureau of Arts
would be created, and to appoint an advisory committee of experts.

(9) To support a National Gallery of Art.

(10) To assist in securing an appropriate building for the National
Gallery of Art.

(11) To effect an organization through which the general opinion of
Americans on art subjects may have an outlet.

A constitution was adopted and officers were elected. It provides
for the association in membership of any existing organization or institu-
tion interested in the objects of the Federation, and for its admission as
a chapter. It also provides for personal membership at a nominal fee
of two dollars a year. It provides for standing committees on archi-
tecture, sculpture, painting, landscape, craftsmanship, art museums and
galleries, education, exhibitions, publication, municipal art commissions,
village planning and improvement, free art, government art, legislation,
and other matters.
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WHY NOT AN INTERNATIONAL ART FEDERATION?

The spirit of organization has also been at work in the direction of
an international association of certain aspects of art and art education.

There have already been two international conventions and ex-
hibitions of public school art, the first one in Switzerland, and one in
London, last summer. Only last year the German government sent to
America a representative exhibition of its painting, and America has
taken steps to send a similar exhibition of its painting to Germany.

Probably it would be safe to prophesy an International Federation
of Arts, that might lift up its voice in protest against the willful destruc-
tion of the art treasures that are heritages of all the world. If it is quick
enough, perhaps it can spare to us and future generations the beautiful
Temple of Isis, on the Island of Philae, which is being submerged and will
ultimately be disintegrated by reason of raising the level of the Nile by
means nf a dam. Another sacrific of spiritual expression for a temporal
utility.

[t may use its influence toward a return of many great sculptures
and other treasures to the soil that produced them, especially if it is

possible to replace them in the architectural setting for which they were
created.

Why should the whole world go to Greece to see the Parthenon and
then journey to the British Isles to see its decorations. Both decoration
and building are pitiously incomplete without the other, and they belong
to the ages together in the land where they were created.

Egyptian treasures as well as innumerable others have been scattered
to the four winds by zealous relic hunters, and have found their places
in musemus all over the world.

The International Federation of the Arts might bring about, in this
day of universal travel, the feeling that the world is the Great Museum,

and that we should rightly expect to find the greater examples of historic
art on their own soil.

Perhaps this International Federation of the Arts might be the means
of establishing rotating, international exhibitions of not only painting
but of the humbler arts as well, that should be independent of the dis-
traction and confusion attending the ordinary World’s Fair, which has

afforded about our only opportunities to study comparatively the
modern art of the world.

® ok ok

ZDITOR’S NOTE.

THE columns of{this department will be devoted to the presenta-
tion and discussion of all phases of the space arts, such as architecture,
sculpture, painting, decoration and the adaptation of its principles
to handmade or machine-made things, with, at the psychological
moment, a reference to relevant subjects.
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Beauty and sincerity of purpose will ever be regarded as the essen-
tial principle of all that is worthy of the name "Art," and, next in impor-
tance, adaptability to purpose and a skillful and sympathetic use of the
artist’s mediums. All that appears will be admitted solely for the reason
that it merits consideration. Preference will be given to the accomplish-
ments of women if their work reaches the highest standard.

Announcement will be made of the notable books that are being
published from time to time, with an occasional review of the best of
them.

A small part of the space in each issue will be devoted to pertinent
queries and their answers. You are invited to ask questions relative
to anything that comes under the province of this department. -Such
questions must be signed with your own name under which your address.
must appear. Only your initials will appear in the magazine.

Address these queries to the Editor of the Arts and Crafts Depart- .
ment of the Woman’s Era, New Orleans, Louisiana.

The Singer

A poet’s joy, the commonplace,
With song to glorify;
Burn deeper tints in earth and sea,

In smiling land and sky.

To touch the grass a quicker green,
Where sparkling dewdrops gleam;
Add newer notes to feat/lered throats,

Or woodland’s singing stream.

---Maud Hamlett Perkins.




G i
|

!

¥ !

¥ |
SIvA i

From Sterograph Copyright by Underwood & Underwood, N. Y.

Women Laborers in the Beet-Sugar Industry, near Meissen
(Saxony), Germany.
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“Not what you buy, but what you pay for what you buy---
that is Economy.” :

-

R. James J. Hill, the well known president of the Great Northern
Railway, has recently given the American people a genuine
eye-opener upon the question of our future bread supply in
relation to increase of population. We have complacently

looked upon our wheat crop as the solidest of the foundation stones of
our national sustenance. Not only that, we have had plenty of wheat
to send abroad. We have dreamed of building up an immense trade in
breadstuffs with the Orient. Now alongs come Mr. Hill and tells us
that unless we improve our methods of agriculture, we shall in a few years
have to import wheat. Here is what he says in the World’s Work:

"The average wheat crop of the United States during the four years
1880-84 was 463,973,317 bushels. For the four years 1904-08 it was
655,865,795. The increase is forty-one per cent. But the population
of the United States was 50,155,783 in 1880 and the official estimate for
1908 is 87,189,392, an increase of seventy-four per cent.................. The
net increase in wheat acreage in that time was 8,143,806 acres, and in
production 129,901,530 bushels. This rise was wholly due to the open-
ing of new Western lands, without which both acreage and production
would have declined heavily.................. It is clear that we cannot
make up in the future for either decreasing acreage or declining produc-
tivity as we have in the past. And there will be a big gap to fill..............
It is conservative to estimate the future falling off in our wheat supply
from similar causes at half a bushel per acre per annum. Applied to
our present acreage, this gives an annual deficit of 22,500,000 bushels.
But we are also adding to our population about 2,000,000 each year. We
must, therefore, provide from some source for an annual deficit of more

than 35,000,000 bushels.

"The startling feature of this changed aspect of demand and supply
is that it is immediate. We have to provide for a contingency not dis-
tant from us by nearly a generation, but already present. -As far as
our food supply is concerned, right now the lean years have begun............
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The average wheat yield per acre in the United States in 1907 was 14
bushels: ' Germany . produces 27.6. bushels per acre. Suppose that
the - United - States produced 28 bushels, or double its present show-
ing. It would have added 634,000,000 bushels to our product last-

year. Here we perceive an answer to the question that the future asks."

In order to reason clearly upon the all-absorbing problem of the in-
creased cost of living, we must keep clearly before us, the three basic
elements of economics: demand, supply and exchange, scrutinizing care-
fully any variations which may occur in their mutual relations. There
are some significant changes cromg on at the present time before our eyes.
To begm with, demand is growing by immense strides as population
steadily increases. With every triumph of science over disease more and
more people are saved to live out their full life span and have more child-
ren. Now it is tuberculosis which we are fighting, Tomorrow it will
be infant mortality. - When it is recalled that nearly one-quarter of all
who are born die in childhood, we do not need an expert to tell us that
the growth of population will hereafter be greatly accelerated. When
we come to look into the sources of supply for these coming multitudes,
we do not find a uniform promise of possibilities. In spite of the
tremendous expansion in productivity in our era, it is nevertheless true
that in many cases we are.close upon the visible limits. In at least two
lines warnings have been sounded by high authorities---in foodstuffs and
In iron ore.

Doubtless new sources of production will be opened up, but it would
appear that science can do as much to increase demand as to increase
supply. So long as consumption keeps close behind production the cost
of living will not decrease. Finally, there is the matter of exchange and
distribution. This depends first upon the amount of money in circu-
lation and secondly upon the control exercised by distributors. The
great increase in gold production and the injection of this into the world’s
medium of exchange tend inevitably to raise prices in accordance with the
elementary principle that the more money there is the more must be given
in the purchase of goods. The question of distribution is familiar to us
in connection with the trusts which are believed to control the handling
of the necessaries of life and to fix prices. Of all these various factors
entering into the problem the last appears to be the only one capable of
direct control. We cannot keep down population; on the contrary, we
are increasing it, apparently faster than we can find support for it. On
top of this increasing gold adds its burden, because it can outpace even
population. But from this uncertain outlook comes a ray of hope. We
are at last forced to an investigation of monopolies which in the end will
eliminate artificial inflation from prices as effectually as we can squeeze
out the contents of a gas-bag. Thus the cross of gold, upon which
Mr. Bryan had great fear a few years ago that the human race would be
crucified, may become the means of our redemption from one of our
iniquities.




““Qur city’s welfare is our just concern, and who promotes
that best, best proves his duty.”’

HILE we may not all have such tremendous and expensive
plans as have Chicago, Boston and Paris for the civic improve-
ments which they contemplate, and which will make models
of these cities, quite beyond the dreams of ordinary mortals,

yet we all can have plans and carry them out, which will make of our
city or town, a much more beautiful place in which to live, to say nothing
of the resulting improved conditions in health, and best of all a pride
and feeling of satisfaction over work well done.

Many are the signs of awakened civic interest among both men and
women; each day finds new plans and purposes being brought forward,
which give promise of much good.

Arthur W. Durr, Chairman of the Civic League of Indianapolis, has
this to say of the methods of teaching Civics in the Public Schools.

“Our definition of civic education is the cultivation of good citizin-
ship. Citizinship concerns the home, business life and the streets more
than politics, as there are thousands of opportunities of expressing
good citizinship in daily life.”” The tendency of the instruction given
is to have the children participate in actual civic work, and this phase
of teaching the subject is given greater prominence than the dissemi-
nation of civic knowledge. Other methods are by the arrangement
of the entire curriculum with the view of increasing interest in civic
subjects, by a positive course of instruction and by the organization
of school life as seen in the classroom, corridors and playground, by
which the children are taught to consider every action as affecting
others. As a practical example of the participation in civic work, Mr.
Dunn mentioned: the lessons given by the children’s recent work in
cleaning the snow from the sidewalks. They became so imbued with
their own responsibility in the matter that they left the classroom strong
with the conviction that they must do something about the nonenforce-
ment of the ordinance requiring people to clean off the snow from the
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walks. “They not only cleaned off the walks in front of their own homes,
but}they sought co-operation on the part of the civic bodies and dis-
cussed the reason for the nonenforcement of the law. By personal
investigation the children found that in some localities from 75 to
90 per cent. of the people disregarded the law.

S kiR

The State Federations of Women's Clubs are agitating the question
of observing “clean up day”’ between May Ist and May 30th in the
various cities. Chairmen of the Civic Committees are sending letters
to the various clubs urging them to co-operate with all the other clubs
and organizations in making the spring cleaning a success.

Letters which have been received by the federated clubs, suggest
plans for the work, such as cleaning the streets, alleys and yards, im-
proving school yards and planting trees. The organization of junior
civic leagues is also urged for the purpose of instilling enthusiasm n
the children. The clean up movement has spread rapidly in the past
few years.

%k % 3k

The special line of philanthropic work in which a Detroit club has
achieved success and made itself felt throughout the city is along the
line of civic improvement which has been taken up and carried to a
most successful issue through the children of the public schools. Through
the medium of the club’s home and school committee, co-operating
with the school principals and teachers, the children have been able
to procure flower seeds at a penny a package, and have been helped
in every way to add to the beauty of the city by making the home sur-
roundings attractive. The great educational value of this work is a
feature to be considered, as well as the direct results in the beautifying
of the home and the pleasure of the children in making their gardens.

* sk 3k

Mrs. Pearl Lenore Curran of St. Louis, wife of John H. Curran, chief
of the State Immigration Bureau, is forming a State wide Booster Club.
The purpose of the organization is to boost Missouri, and their first
concrete endeavor is to secure the passing, by the legislature, of a law
providing for a “Missouri Day,” which will be a legal holiday all over
the state.

The object of this association is far broader than this one step. The
women have in mind bending every energy towards developing Missouri
commercially. This is a novel undertaking for the women of Missouri.

The plans as outlined by Mrs. Curran have been approved by Mrs.
Herbert S. Hadley, wife of Governor Hadley, Mrs. J. C. Whitten of
Columbia, Mrs. Walter Dickey of Kansas City and others well known
in civic work.
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“Last year at an expenditure by the Philadelphia Vacant Lots Culti-
vation Association of less than six thousand dollars for all purposes,
including putting the land in shape and the cost of free seed to those
who could not afford to pay for it, the amateur gardeners realized more
than forty thousand dollars from their product,” writes Allan Sutherland
in the issue of Harper’s Weekly for January Ist. The article tells of
the garden lots formed out of waste building land in Philadelphia by
the poor, many of whom have thus been enabled to earn comfortable
livelihoods. The article is illustrated by some remarkable photographs.

H %k ok

When the American Library Association moved its headquarters to
Chicago the residents were given another chance to feel pride in their
city. Following this shortly came the appointment of the new librarian,
Henry E. Legler, after a competitive examination which showed the rapid
disappearance of the old political methods of running public utilit ies.

Mr. Legler already has started reforms in the conduct of the public
library that will bring that institution in closer touch with the people.
He has successfully started a campaign under the battle cry “Take the
library to the people; don’t force the people to come to the library.”
He wants to establish branch libraries in all sections of Chicago and
in the public schools.

K ok ok

“Our cities are now largely in the mob state,” writes Arnold W. Brun-
ner, in the issue of Harper’s Weekly for January 15th. ‘“Happily the
demands of commerce and civic beauty are not antagonistic; as a matter
of fact the contrary is true. Civic art pays and pays well, not alone
by making healthier, happier, and better citizens, but in dollars and
cents. It is the fear of expense that has to a great extent prevented
our cities from adopting plans for their improvement. In America
we have been so careful of the individual that the community has been
allowed to suffer, and the conservation and jealous care of private in-
terests has been carried to such a point that the most necessary im-
provements are delayed or entirely defeated. However, we do not despair
for our future. The love of beauty is growing rapidly, and while it was
once thought to be the prerogative of the rich, it is now understood to be
the right of every citizen. Art for people must be better than art by
the people. I believe that it is incumbent upon the State to take the
lead and provide examples for the individual to follow.”

By the organization of a Municipal Plans Commission, Seattle has
joined the growing group of progressive cities which are taking the initial
steps for comprehensive development in modern city planning. For
many years leading citizens of Seattle have desired that the growth of
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that very alert city might be proportioned and guided by a local body
which could call in expert city planners. The City Council recently
passed a resolution establishing the commission, which will be sub-
mitted to the voters as a charter amendment. It provides a tax levy
of one-quarter of a mill on the dollar in 1910. Various civic and other
bodies in the city will join in a determined effort to secure its adoption.

The importance of the direct influence of women in civic affairs could
not have been better demonstrated than it has been in the course of
that shirt-waist makers’ strike. Not only has this strike exposed the
police authorities as in collusion with employers who, because “business
is business,” mercilessly degrade working women, but its police court
incidents have exposed the inhumanity that prevails in those “poor
man’s’ courts---a wretched inhumanity of which well-to-do men have
long been cognizant, but of which well-to-do women have until now
been decently---oh, so very decently---ignorant.---(The Public) Chicago.
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““No iron-stained hand is fit to handle books,
Nor he whose heart on go/a’ so g/aa’[y looks;
The same men love not books and money both,
And books thy herd, O Epicurus, loathe;
Misers and bookmen make poor company,

Nor dwell in peace beneath the same rooftree.”’

---Richard de Bury,

¢4 E world does not need so much to be informed as to be re-
minded," wrote Hannah More early in the nineteenth century.
This, apparently, is the age when the world is being both in-
formed and reminded, and is gradually awakening to the fact
that it has been sadly derelict in the care of its young people, especially
the children of the poor.

Men and women writers have of late united their efforts in the hope
of bringing humanity to a realization of existing conditions, and, like the
prophets of old, predicting greater and more far-reaching evils than we
have now, unless some drastic measures are taken to save the children
from themselves. Judge Lindsey, Mrs. Florence Kelley, Mrs. Van der
Vost, Robert Hunter, and a host of others are striving through books,
newspapers and magazines to present to the public the horrible truths
they have unearthed in their efforts to aid the children in our great cities.

Miss Jane Addams of Hull House, Chicago, who is a co-worker of
those already mentioned, has recently published a book of her exper-
lences as a settlement worker called "The Spirit of Youth and the City
Streets" (McMillan Company). This spirited plea for a deeper and
better understanding of the desires and needs of the Youth of today,
particularly those which are born of the natural love of pleasure and ex-
citement, should find a responsive chord. in every heart Miss Addams
presents a vivid picture of the lives led by thousands of boys and girls
in the tenement districts---whose days are spent in the factories and shops,
whose homes have little or nothing in them to attract, and whose hunger
for amusement and pleasure has only the dance halls, saloons and nickle
theatres to satisfy it. With such food for body, mind and soul, how can
we expect other than frequent "falls from grace" and crowded police
courts?
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The many instances cited show only too clanly that the vast ma-
jority of broken laws, whether man-made or God- glven, are the result
of the faulty conditions existing in our modern cities, and that the law
breakers are the victims rather than active, conscious agents of crime.
The inherent love of pleasure which so often becomes a terrific force for
evil might be made as powerful a force for good if the municipality af-
forded the proper means for securing innocent recreations.

One particularly interesting chapter in the book called "The House
of Dreams" is devoted to the theatre and its wonderful influence upon
children, to whom "it becomes a veritable ‘house of dreams,’ infinitely
more real than the noisy streets and the crowded factories." Miss Ad-
dams contrasts the evil influence exerted by the five-cent theatre with its
"debased form of dramatic art and vulgar type of music" with the at-
tempts that have been made in the settlements in various cities to pre-
sent good plays in which the children are allowed to take part. She says
"The Children’s Theatre in New York is the most successful example,
but every settlement in which dramatics have been systematically fos-
tered can also testify to a surprisingly quick response to this form of
art on the part of the young people. The Hull House theatre is con-
stantly besieged by children clamoring to "take part" in the plays of
Schiller, Shakespeare, and Molliere, although they know it means weeks
of rehearsal and the complete memorizing of ‘stiff’ lines. The audiences
sit entralled by the final rendition and other children whose tastes have
supposedly been debased by constant vaudeville, are pathetically eager
to come again and again."

Thelother chapters "Youth in the City," "The Wrecked Foundations
of Domest1c1ty," "The Quest for Adventure," "Youth in Industry," and
"The Thirst for Righteousness" are equally interesting and impressive.
This book will be of great value to those engaged in settlement work,
teachers, social workers and philanthropists, but should also appeal to
every man and woman who has the welfare of humanity at heart.

Blat ol ole

"Red Horse Mill," by Sidney McCall (Little, Brown & Co.)

We have called attention in the above to those writers who are put-
ting us in touch, so to speak, with the poor and unfortunate and (often)
oppressed at our very doors, and acquainting us with facts---cold, hard
facts---in regard to the lives of these, our neighbors.

There are also a number of authors who, while not presenting actual
happenings, are using them as a foundation for works of fiction, and
striving through these mediums to arouse the public conscience that
the reforms they advocate may be effected. To this latter class Sidney
McCall’s name has recently been added. Her latest book "Red Horse
Mill" is a passionate arraignment of child slavery in the mills, and, while
somewhat melodramatic in style, is a faithful picture of the lives of the
little "mill hands."
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WOMANS ERA, in the near future, will publish an article by this
gifted woman (who in private life is Mrs. Mary Fenollosa) on Japanese
women, a subject on which, owing to the many years spent in Japan,
no other is better qualified to write.

* ok ok

"Crimes and Criminals," published by the Prison Reform League
Publishing Company, Los Angeles, Cal.

In mentioning the late books dealing with various social evils, their
causes and cures, those covering the subject of Prison Reform must not
be overlooked. Special attention should be called to a new publication
of the Prison Reform League Publishing Company of Los Angeles,
Cal., called "Crimes and Criminals." The authors are anonymous, but
the book speaks well for their wide range of knowledge and experience
in this work.

According to the Current Literature, "One of the startling features
of this book is the statement drawn from authoritative writers and re-
ports, that crime in this country is steadily increasing. Another is their
revelation of the tortures practiced upon prisoners in American jails.
The authors contend that the brutal methods employed in our jails and
convict camps are in part responsible for this very large increase in
crimes. The list of horrors described by them is in truth appalling, and
is commended to those who have lulled their consciences with the thought
that torture in prisons is a thing of the past."

¥ koK

Mrs. Alexander Konta of St. Louis has written a book that is
receiving widespread praise and recognition. Her subject is "A History
of French Literature," (D. Appleton & Co.) and critics concede that it
lives up to its ambitious title. Literary experts even prophecy that it
will become a text book. Its three striking characteristics are its great
scope, extending from the Oath of Strasbourg, the very foundation
stone of the French language to Rostand’s "Chanticleer," a play just
produced; the marvelous powers displayed by Mrs. Konta in condensing
in 500 pages a work that would ordinarily comprise several volumes, and
the vitality of the work. It has been warmly praised by the literary
authorities at Columbia University, Harvard and Yale.

Mrs. Konta is the second woman in Missouri to undertake a work
along these lines, Mary Fisher of Kansas City having written a book,
"A Group of Modern French Cities," which is recognized as of real
value.




Mrs. Gabrielle S. Mulliner,
Well Known New York Lawyer and Club Woman
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““ Hail to the Woman’s Club! Hear to its Call!”’
“CEEVERY woman in the land should have some club affiliation, either

in the form of church societies, literary clubs, philanthropic
organizations or patriotic associations." This from Mrs. Gabrielle
S.Mulliner, well known lawyer and club woman of New York. In
a well written and worth while article in Van Norden’s, Mrs. Mulliner sets
forth the advantages and also the "blights" of club life upon womankind.

"That the old-time woman has acquired an overdose of program
papers and experience meetings is itself significant. For years she has
heard addresses on travel, art, literature, civics---until she is sensation
proof. However, these wise and more or less experienced makers of
addresses have paved the way for greater things, and we are now demand-
ing experts to entertain us in our clubs. And then, when some women
have listened to all that can be told them of outside interests in civics, -
economy, politics and philanthropy, is it any wonder that they reach
out to the world outside of club life for the Real Things?"

The club is indeed a school from which have graduated many women
who have become known as leaders in the great reform movements which
are bringing about slowly, but surely, the needed changes for the better-
ment of the race. All women should belong to some club or association;
nothing so broadens their outlook upon life; nothing so brings out the
latent abilities and gives self-reliance and poise to the otherwise difident
woman.

If you are a mother of children in school join the Mother’s Club
connected with that school, take an active interest in the welfare of
your own and all the other children of that particular school, by attend-
ing the meetings, becoming acquainted with the teachers and getting
‘0 touch with all the affairs of your childrens’ school life; you will find a
world of opportunities for helpfulness opened to you and you will wonder
how you could ever have been indifferent to the call of the Mother’s
Club.

In all the long list of woman’s organizations, certainly some one or
more should appeal to every woman. If interested in art, music, civics,
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philanthropy, or any other line of thought or activity, much can be

gained in taking up the work with others whose ideas are akin to your
own. !

The following, from Charlotte Perkins Gilman, author and lec-
turer, on the influence of the Woman’s Club is of interest:

"Man has been discussing woman ever since humanity has been
able to talk. He has written about her ever since he knew how to write.

RS

3

The Monday Afternoon Club House,
Binghampton, N. Y.

But notice the change in these days. Man talks less about woman and
more about woman'’s place. That is because woman'’s place in the world
is changing so quickly.

"Until not long ago woman was treated as a Female Relative. She
was always a daughter, sister or sweetheart. The club came---the
woman’s club---and brought a new field for women.

"Hitherto the home, and to a limited extent the church, had been
the only spheres. But in the club she was no longer a female relative.

She was coming into relation with society---not that little society that
dances, but the real big thing, human life."
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e first important action in the state-wide campaign against the
white slave traffic has been taken by the Minnesota Federation of
Woman's Clubs by mailing thousands of pamphlets into every section
of the state, urging upon the heads of families that under no circumstances
should !‘.hey permit their daughters to come to the larger cities, unless
precautionary measures are first taken to ascertain the exact nature of
the work which they are to perform and in what surroundings they will
live after their arrival in the city.

The mailing of these pamphlets, which are a condensed reprint of
a report made by United States District Attorney Edwin A. Sims of
Chicago, is the result of the pledge said to have been taken by 10,000
club women at the last convention held in Lake City to endeavor to rid
the state of this traffic in girls which, it is claimed, is continually going
on.

All pamphlets thus far sent out are in English, but the committe in
charge of the work is now considering the advisability of mailing trans-
lations of it in different languages.

* %k K

The women of Chicago have won a victory in the highest court in
the state. The Supreme Court of Illinois has decided that no more in-
flated, short weight loaves of bread may be sold in Chicago. This deci-
sion upholds a Chicago ordinance requiring that the weight of a loaf of
bread be plainly marked thereon and that all loaves shall weigh one pound
or multiples or fractions thereof.

* 3k ok

Composed of wives, mothers and sisters of the non-resident students
in the University of Iowa, the lowa Women’s Club, with a membership
of forty, is the only organization of its kind in existence. There is no
other university in the United States which has a club of this sort.

The membership is strictly resrticted to non-resident women, but
the motto, "Once a member always a member," provides for the continu-
ance of membership of those who later take up their residence here.

The Iowa Woman’s Club has existed under its present constitution
since 1902. Before then there was a club of the same nature of which

this 1s the outgrowth.
% %k

The club movement in Germany is eleven years old, but already
they are setting some worthy examples to other countries. The Frauen
Club, of Berlin, is said to have eleven thousand members, which includes
women in all professions. This is the most notable of many flourish-

ing German clubs.

WOMANS BRA would thank Clubs to send in their Year Books, also items of general interest, and
pictures of Club Buildings. Address: Club Editor, WOMANS ERA, New Orleans.
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foundation has been solved for the American people when we read

the announcements of the Metropolitan Opera Company and the

New Theatre. The Metropolitan promises to give one American
opera in English this season and several next year; and the New Theatre
will probably confine itself to opera in English after this season.

There is must satisfaction in the thought of our being able at last
to become acquainted with an art which heretofore has been only half-
intelligible to us, for no other reason than that we have been obliged to
try and learn it in a tongue that was strange to us, and in many instances,
positively unlearnable.

It is useless to try and establish an American school of music, or
expect the opera to become a national and popular art among us unless
it is presented to us in a tongue with which we are all familiar. We are
often spoken of as being an un-musical people; and are sometimes criti-
cized by foreigners for our preference for musical comedy and extrava-
ganza of the light and frivolous order, but this preference is due to our
not having the advantages of our German, French and Italian neighbors;
the great advantage of being taught in our native tongue from early
childhood the works of the famous operatic composers.

The essential need of a movement like this has received the sanc-
tion of such eminent musicians as Manager Andreas Dippel and David
Bispham, who both urge the universal adoption of English as the lan-
guage for opera sung in the United States.

S ok e

There is something amusing in the passionate outbursts of the
Paris musical critics against the revival of Leoncavallo’s opera "I Pagli.
acci" at the Opera Comique. One critic speaks of its "vulgar violence"
and another says it is the "music of bad morals, bad company, bad re-
port and ill-fame." The same critic writes, "that it has been the mission
of Italian music to cause the decadence and degradation of French
music."
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Are we to ta1$e from this that the French conscience is undergoing
a radlcgl purification, or are we to understand that morals, musical and
otherwise, must not be bad or vulgar unless they be French’?

We must admit that the music of "I Pagliacci" most emphatically
expresses the story which the opera essays to tell, and that plebian pas-
sion and excitement play a great part in the incidents of the plot; but are
we not familiar with some works of French production, whose stories
and manner of musical treatment might be subjected to examina-
tion and found liable to give offense in a similar respect? Is this due to
the "invasion" of foreign ideas taking hold on a people who boast of de-
cided national characteristics and unique originality?

This attitude of the critics towards the Italians is not a new one,
for long ago in the year 1774 there was an outbreak of similar nature
against the invasion of German ideas, which, they claimed, tended to
corrupt their lyric tragedy and classic art. This outburst was provoked
by the production of Gluck’s "Orphee." This opera gained for Gluck
the name of "the father of modern opera"; and it still holds the boards,
which cannot be said of the works of any earlier dramatic composers, the

French included.

% ok ¥

When will the American people have the liberty of saying that they
possess true folk-songs? And on what foundation are they to build their
folk-music?

Taking our youth as a nation as the reason for our not having any
true folk songs will certainly never enable us to determine a starting
point, or aid our development along this line. If the folk-songs and
dance tunes of the European nations were the music of the people, handed
down from one generation to another, then we should feel no uncertain-
ity of finding a satisfactory nucleus out of which to establish our folk
music, after making a selection from the songs and dances that have been
the common property of our common people through the four hundred
years of our country.

The music of the Red Man, who sang and danced on our shores
long before the nations of Europe dreamed of the existence of our con-
tinent, has given no material aid in the development of American national
music. While on the other hand, the negro, imported here from the West
Indies and the wilds of Africa, has given more than his willing share;
for we have not only imitated his methods of vocal expression and manner
of invention, but have openly pirated his melodies and incorporated
them into our art music, declaring, as some writers have done, that the
coming of the negro to the United States has served to bring about the
production of both popular music and music of a more pretentious
character.

We cannot forego our gratitude to the negro for allowing us to ap-
propriate his very desirable property, but do we not accord him too much
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honor, and neglect many of our native-born composers who came after
him, giving us their sympathetic melodies and satisfying songs, standing
today as types of musical utterance worthy of a place in the folk-collec-
tion of any free people?

Let us assort the material at hand and rescue from the growing ob-
livion of the good old days the comforting songs of our great grand-
parents, the simple ditties of the colonial plantation squires, and the
happy ballads and patriotic airs that were sung by every belle and cava-
lier during the days of the civil rebellion. Such is the music which should
be taught in our schools, certain to produce its unmistakable effect upon
the temperament and sentiment of the susceptible young American.

O/ P S
R S

The old saying that "a prophet is unknown in his own country," of-
fers small consolation to our American composers when they hear such
unflattering information as that which Mme. Liza Lehman gives us.
Mme. Lehman is the noted English composer who has just finished a
successful concert tour through our northern cities, presenting her vocal
compositions. She informs us that the musical works of American com-
posers are practically unknown in Europe, Germany excepted. Such
neglect by foreigners should not affect us too severely, for are we not ac-
customed to like treatment from our home people?

Where is the musical institution that specializes the teaching of
American compositions? Where is the concert pianist or Lyric celebrity
who makes up his program from satisfactory American works preferably
to having it show what he deludes himself into believing is "an evidence
of culture," sprinkled over with a variety of foreign titles and authors’
names which cannot fail to awaken in an American audience some ques-
tioning, and often times much well-founded criticism?

We have many good and great American works, but have not the
happy fortune to hear them performed as often as we should. We have
some representative American composers, but they lack the assistance
of their American fellow-singers and fellow-pianists, who are the means
of acquainting the American public with such works.

Let us give a cursory glance at the names of a few who have at-
tained some prominence in the field of music.

We know of the unhappy MacDowell, of his undeniable genius, his
struggle for recognition, and his untimely death, but how many of us
outside of the professional circle know of his many beautiful and noble
works, almost unknown to the general music-loving public?

"7 "We have heard a few of the charming songs of Mrs. H. H. A. Beach,
but outside of Boston town, how many music lovers know anything of
her "Gaelic Symphony," or her cantatas, or the many instrumental
achievements to her credit?

We know that Mr. Chadwick has written some delightful songs,
but a great many of us have never heard of his symphonic poem,
"Cleopatra" or his "Rip Van Winkle" overture.
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Anc! there are very many more who have contributed admirably to
the music galaxy of the American people, but we find them denied the
prominence on the song recital and piano recital programs, which are
reserved for the more attractive names of such composers as Brahms,
Dvorak, Tchaikowsky, Puccini, Chaminade, D’Indy, Debussy, Delibes,
D’Hardelot, and a host of others, which, we are informed, are given us
to help develop the "American taste."

* kK

It would seem that Richard Strauss’ opera "Salome" will have to
be put by and labelled "unpresentable," for we read that its production
has been forbidden by the London dramatic censor. Will Germany
come to the aid of her abused "innovator," now that England, France and
the United States have accorded him such undeserved treatment?

* ok ok

. Two of our young American violinists are achieving great successes
i\r/]l European countries, they being Albert Spaulding and Francis Mac-
illen.

3 1 wls
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Here is an opinion expressed by Mendelssohn many years ago: "I
know of no aim more noble than that of giving music to one’s native
language and to one’s native country."

* ok ok

A most successful season of French Opera has just closed in New
Orleans. Successful both, from an artistic and financial standpoint.
Mr. Layolle has demonstrated his ability as an opera manager and
deseives great credit for bringing to America such artists as Messrs.
Escalais and Huberty, Mmes. Roland and Fierens. Besides giving
many old time favorites including Aida, Le Trouvere, Pigoletto, Le
Prophete, Traviata, La Navarraise, and La Juive; several of the newer
operas were given. The most notable of these being a splendid pro-
duction of Charpentier’s Louise. The troupe numbered ninety
members and came direct from France. The season was for twelve
weeks. Grand opera being sung on subscription nights, Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday, and on Sunday matinee. Operetta was
given on Sunday night.

---Seangan Ni h-Eiblin.




London, has been preaching a very remarkable series of sermons

which seem to put an entirely new meaning into the teachings of

the Gospels. This new meaning is so striking, so widely different
from the ordinary orthodox explanation heard Sunday after Sunday from
all the Christian pulpits in' English speaking countries, that we cannot
help but feel that it marks the dawn of a sort of awakening in the religious
world, a sort of progressive outburst of the old smouldering flames of
devotional thinking and a new effort to prove that the true understanding
of human life and of human destinies has been correctly expressed in the
Christian Scriptures, if we only know how to extract the spiritual, hidden
wisdom that lies latent in the literal form.

Perhaps we might say that some of the older Scriptures of the Fast,
written long before the advent of Jesus Christ, contain the very same
teachings, if properly read; perhaps we nright suspect that Rev. Campbell
has found some of his inspiration in some old, half-forgotten volume; but
this does not change an 1ota the intrinsic merit of Mr. Campbell’s con-
tribution to the religious and ethical progress now going on under our
eyes.

Whether his ideas come from his own patient study and medita-
tions, or are the result of a sudden flash of illumination in the highest -
and most divine part of his being, or are derived from any other source
whatsoever, they are good, beautiful and true and cannot but help many
a doubting, wavering Christian to lay a new and better hold on the faith
of his forefathers.

Useless to state that the form in which they are clothed adds to their
attractiveness and that the eloquent expression and the choice of ex-
quisite images and correct illustrations are equal to the best we have
ever seen or heard.

The most striking features of this new version are the application of
the words of Jesus not to himself exclusively, but to every man; not only
to the whole of mankind, but even, in the proper proportion, to every
animated creature, and, his emphatic assertion that "there is nothing
in the universe higher than man." '

ﬁURING the past month Rev. R. J. Campbell of the City Temple,
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Thus he opposes---in beautiful oratory---to the old notion of God as
an outsider playing a game of chess with men and all creatures as his
pawns, the bold and fascinating conception of the solidarity between
God and man, which he tersely voices in the following words: "The
whole earthly life of men is a descending and re-ascending of the Divine

Spirit from God to God."

To do justice to Mr. Campbell we must quote him verbatim: "When
I say that we ourselves are the eternal, I do not mean to make the pre-
sumptous claim that we tiny fragments of self-conscious life are com-
parable in dignity to the marvelous and awful Power that controls the
universe of universes; but we belong to it; we live in it; that Power is the
father of our spirits and whatever may be our relation to one another
or to the visible world we are rooted and grounded in Him."

" ‘I am that I am’--we might reverently say describes man as well as

God.”

"That in you which has the power to say---I am--- I think---I feel---1
know---is a ray from the eternal light caught and held for a brief hour
in the forms of sense as the sunbeams are broken and distributed in
cloud and flower and tree."

In one of the sermons entitled "The imperishableness of life," he ex-
plains a familiar text in this suggestive manner: "No life ever dies and
there is no death. This is the essential thought in Paul’s dictum about
being clothed upon with our house which is from heaven---the soul on
laying the physical body down forthwith finds itself able to function
again in a new form which gives fuller expression to the indwelling life."

Whatever we may think of this interpretation of the same biblical
texts from which others have extracted totally different meanings we are
mainly interested in the practical application of these teachings to the
affairs of daily life. To believe in God as a Father and a King who rules
to suit himself and who can be placated or induced to forgive our mis-
conduct is quite different from the belief that we ourselves have some-
thing of the Divine in our essence and that because of this devine
presence, we may err and must suffer thereby, but we have in our-
selves the power to redeem and to ascend to heaven as the Son of

Man.

Self-sacrifice of the lower to the highest, self-discipline and self-
control of the higher over the lower form a stern and self-evident natural
code of ethics.

To quote again: "The one thing I should like to impress upon your
minds in connection with this subject, is the truth of the spiritual solida-
rity and purposefulness of all life. There is nothing meaningless, nothing
insignificant, nothing common or unclean, unless we make it so. In
God’s grand orchestra of being there is a multitude of players, but only
one symphony. It is not only man, but all creation that bears the cross
of pain in its upward climb towards the glorious consummation that i§ to
be; everything is scared that can suffer, for it is part of the self-offering
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of God on the alter of the Earth. Let us reverence it as such, remember-
ing that the same holy flame burns within ourselves."

Even on the subject of charity---that grandest of Christian virtues
--Rev. Campbell finds a way to expand the spiritual conception far
above the mere act of giving alms, when he says: "When my Lady Bounti-
ful visits the poor and sick she is doing a praiseworthy thing and it used
to be expected that the poor would be duly sensible of it and they were
and, I suppose, still are, but the question is beginning to be asked whether
my Lady Bountiful ought to be in such position that she specially has
the power to give the good things of life and the poor humbly accept
them at her hand. She,is kind to the poor; yes, exactly; but ought there
to be such a gulf between her and the poor that this kindness is neces-
sary?"

Verily, the Rev. Campbell is one of the heralds of the new era of
greater things to come.

The Christian Commonwealth which is the official organ of the
world-wide progressive movement in religion and social ethics, is the
only publication authorized to print these sermons; but, by special ar-
rangeents, several daily newspapers have obtained the right to  re-
publish them, thus increasing a hundred fold their sphere of useful-
ness. :

---Sarasvati.
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THE COLLEGCE MOVEMENT.

NE of the most promising signs of advancing civilization is the great
movement which is bringing womanhood into possession of its
own in the realm of higher education. In the accelerated speed
at which we are moving in this respect it seems that an awakened

public conscience is seeking to atone for the centuries during which our
sisterhood was denied this birthright. The "female seminary" of a few
decades ago was a distinct but feeble prophecy of our present day College
for Women. Some of these seminaries have developed into women’s col-
leges. The first successful efforts in this country for the higher educa-
tion of women resulted in the establishment of Mount Holyoke and the
Ceorgia Female College in 1836. In the following year the college at
Oberlin, Ohio, opened its doors to women. Statistics seem to show
that the four young women who graduated at Oberlin in 1841, were the
first women in America to receive a college degree. Eo

The following quarter of a century is an epoch, during which the
brave hearts of many such women as Susan B. Anthony, Mary Liver-
more and Lucy Stone struggled on through repeated disappointments
but unfailing hope before the closed doors of the State Universities of our
country. It wasa glorious achievement and an eventful day when, in
1865, the University of Wisconsin opened wide her doors to the young
womanhood of our land. Wisconsin’s worthy example was followed in
1867 by the University of Kansas, by California in 1870, by the Institute
of Technology of Massachusetts in the same year, by the Wesleyan
University of Connecticut in 1871 and Cornell in 1872.

These epoch-making years in the intellectual betterment of women
prepared the way-for Wellesley and Smith Colleges in 1875, Bryn Mawr
in 1885 and Newcomb College in 1886. The organizations of these well-
known and prosperous institutions brought to American womanhood and
American childhood a precious promise which is being realized in the
larger life and possibilities of today. And not only have they contri-
buted to the realization of nobler ideals in American life, but each passing
year has brought to the institutions themselves a development and an
increased power for good.

It is impossible to estimate the influence of this good movement for
the higher education of women which began only a little more than half
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a century ago. We may assert, however, without danger of contradiction
that no activity of modern times is more far-reaching, beneficent and
prophetic of richer results.

BT et ol

Mrs. Ella Flagg Young.

No woman in the Western world holds a higher position of honor
and trust than that occupied by the capable educator who directs the
moral and intellectual development of the 300,000 children in the pub-
lic schools of Chicago. In the appointment of Dr. Ella Flagg Young to
succeed Mr. Edwin G. Cooley as superintendent of the Chicago Public
Schools, the Board of Education of that city expressed not only, in the
most significant way, its recognition of the wonderful power of this
woman, but at the same time it gave to woman a unique place in Ameri-
can history.

8

It is true that many American women have held and are holding
prominent and responsible positions in the administrative work of edu-
cation. But this is the first time in the history of our country that a
woman has been chosen to deal with problems so intricate and complex
as those arising from the varied interests and envirionment of such an
aggregation of heterogeneous people as are represented in the public
schools of Chicago. Because of its complexity of problems the position
now occupled by Dr. Young has always been regarded as one of extreme
responsibility and honor. It is interesting to know that among Dr.
Young’s competitors for the position were university presidents whose
executive ability has given them prominence.

What do the months reveal as evidence that this "woman leader" is
"making good?"

While there have been several important changes in the administra-
tive policy, one of the most hopeful results is the establishment of a sym-
pathetic and harmonious relation in the entire city school system. Never
in the annals of public education in Chicago have such personal and
humanly relations existed between the home and the school, the School
Board and teachers, between the teachers and superintendent, superin-
tendent and child. This result has been attained very largely through
Mrs. Young’s personal inspection of every public school in the city,
thus giving her a closer point of contact with every teacher and child in
the great educational system. The closer harmony between the home
and school has been brought about through the influence of Mrs. Young’s
democratic ideals. Inspired by the spirit of democracy, her first official
act was to remove the red-tape obstructions which separated the citizen
from the city superintendent, so that today without a question or cred-
ential, the parent and citizen of Chicago receives courteous access to the

office of the City School Board.

Reforms of inestimable value have come in better sanitary con-
ditions, better salaries for teachers, more. thoughtful consideration of
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and provision for the adolescent girl, the establishment of a novel trade
school for boys and the inauguration of a course of study which meets
more perfectly the needs of the children and consequently the needs of
society. And these improvements are only suggestions of the more
ideal conditions which Mrs. Young has outlined and will put into execu-
tion.

Under the wise administration of this progressive, noble-hearted
and broad-minded woman, what may we not hope for the public schools
of Chicago? We may reasonably look to them as an institution through
which childhood and mature life will realize :

"That growing heritage
Which makes completer manhood."

* kK

WOMEN ADVERTISERS.

In discussing the opportunities for women in the advertising field
of work: a recent exchange says:

"Provided a woman has certain qualifications she is almost certain
to succeed. in this work, whether as assistant or when she starts out in-
dependently.

"What are these qualifications? Common sense, tact---a tremen-
dous lot of tact---and the ability to forget her own personality. = Some
women cannot forget they are women when talking business. They ex-
pect favors and concessions because of their sex which a man would not
think of asking. Women like that will not get to a top place in the
advertising business.




/1

'i‘ Il ! 3
ik t?s‘.ﬂn"&se L !tfh.,i:séi‘&

Officers of the National American Woman Suffrage Association.

President, DR. ANNA HOWARo SHAW, Moylan, Penn.

1st Vice-President, MRS. RACHEL FOSTER AVERY, Swarthmore, Penn.

2nd Vice-President, MRS. FLORENCE KELLEY, 105 East 22nd Street, New York.

Corresponding Secretary, PROF. FRANCES SQUIRE POTTER, 505 Fifth Avenue, New York.

Recording Secretary, MRS. ELLA S. STEWART, 5464 Jefferson Avenue, Chicago, Ills.

Treasurer, MRS. HARRIET TAYLOR UPTON, Warren, Ohio.

Auditors, MISS LAURA CLAY, 189 North Mill Street, Lexington, Ky.; MISS ALICE STONE
BLACKWELL, 6 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass.

OMAN suffragists have discovered a hopeful state of affairs in
Maryland and are taking advantage of it. The state legisla-
ture grants municipal charters and these charters do not re-
quire a referendum vote. The women of Easton are endeavor-

ing to have woman suffrage incorporated in a new charter for their city
and have succeeded in having the movement endorsed by the Common
Council. The Baltimore Equal Suffrage League is making a similar
effort for Baltimore. In the latter city the Men's League for Women's
Suffrage, officered by some of the most influential men of the city was
lately organized and is assisting the women’s municipal suffrage campaign.
On February Ist, in a message to the city council, the Mayor of Baltimore
recommended woman suffrage. In addition to this the State Woman
Suffrage Association has introduced a measure in the state legislature
providing for full woman suffrage. The latter measure is in charge of
Miss Etta Maddox, an attorney, and the woman who secured the enact-
ment of the law which permits women to practice law in Maryland.
The state legislature will give a hearing on the municipal bill on February

16th.

The largest Woman Suffrage Club in the United States is probably
the Philadelphia Society which numbers:800 members. Miss Jane
Campbell has long been its president.
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Woman Suffrage Headquarters have been opened in Richmond, Va.
A local association has recently been formed there and Dr. Anna Howard
Shaw, president of the National Association, spoke under its auspices
late-in January to an audience which taxed to the utmost the capacity
of the hall in which the meeting was held. Prominent among the mem-
bers of this society was Ellen Glasgow, the novelist, and Louise Collier
Wilcox, editorial writer for Harper’s.

- L R 3

Prof. Frances Squire Potter, our corresponding secretary, will con-
clude a western speaking tour at Minneapolis, February 21st.

el e e

Mrs. Rachel Foster Avery recently spent some time in Pittsburg
where she found more opportunities for speaking and organizing than she
could take advantage of. As president of the Pennsylvania W. S. A,
Mrs. Avery has succeeded in building up her association very largely.
Mrs. Avery spent the first few days of February in Warren, Ohio, the
guest of the National Treasurer, Mrs, Harriet Taylor Upton, enroute to
Chicago.

* % %

Miss Fola LaFollette, the gifted daughter of the famous Wisconsin
senator, 1s giving "How the Vote Was Won" as a reading, having made her
initial appearance in it in Washington, D. C. The play is exceedingly
clever and peculiarly adapted to Miss LaFollette’s method of handling
it. It reaches skeptics, the indifferent, and the violently opposed through
its exquisitely ludicrous situations as no amount of argument could.
Suffrage clubs will do well to arrange readings with Miss LaFollette. Her
address is corner Cooper and Hawthorne Streets, Inwood-on-Hudson,

- New York City.
¥ %k 3k

Miss Jean Gordon was one of the most welcome of January visitors
at headquarters. Miss Gordon attended the National Child Labor Con-
vention in Boston and the National Civic Federation in Washington,
having been appointed a delegate to the latter by the Governor of

Louisiana.
% k%

Rev. Anna Howard Shaw will devote part of February to a series of
meetings "up State" in New York% g

For three months, ending February Ist, New York city newspapers
published a total of upwards of 1700 articles on woman suffrage, varying
in length from a single paragraph in some instances to more than a full
page in others. In the same period a single press clipping bureau brought
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to the National Press Department 6259 woman suffrage items from
newspapers outside of greater New York and of these 1527 were editor-
ials. These figures include nothing from the magazines which are liter-
ally teeming with articles on our question.

*® %k ok

Woman Suffrage is a favorite topic with all sorts of clubsjin New
York. At the Collectionist Dinner tonight (February 2d) addresses will
be made by Mrs. Chapman Catt and Mrs. Veta L. Stern for the affirma-
tive and by Mrs. Gilbert Jones and Mrs. Alexander Harvey for the nega-
tive. Rev. Anna Howard Shaw and Mrs. Ida Husted Harper will be
honor guests.

% % %k

Mrs. Abigail Scott Duniway, president of the Oregon Equal Suffrage
Association and Mrs. Emma DeVoe, president of the Washington Asso-
ciation, were among the visitors at the National Woman Suffrage Head-
quarters recently. Both ladies are optimistic over the probable outcome
of the woman suffrage campaigns in their respective states.

Ko erok

The New York State Woman Suffrage Association has opened head-
quarters at Albany. Mrs. Ella Hawley Crossett and Miss Harriet May
Mills, president and vice president, respectively, are in charge. The
Equal Franchaise Society, of which Mrs. Clarence Mackay is president
will also maintain headquarters at the State Capitol, with Mrs. Har-
riot Stanton Blatch as its representative and the Woman Suffrage Party,
organized in the sixty-three assembly districts of Greater New York, will
be represented at Albany by relays of women members. Mrs. Carrie
Chapman Catt is the chairman of the Woman Suffrage Party. A bill
providing for full woman suffrage has been introduced in the House by
Frederic Toombs and in the Senate by Senator Hill, and a hearing will
be held March 9th. Iu the meantime, the Legislators will certainly
not be permitted to forget that the women of New York State are inter-
ested in this measure.

* %k %

The forty-second annual convention of the National American
Woman Suffrage Association will ke held in Washington, D. C., April
14th to 19th. In connection with this meeting the national petition,
signed by 1,000,000 names will be presented to Congress with appro-
piate ceremonies.

* ok K

Ben Greet, head of the famous Ben Greet Players, was a recent
caller at headquarters. Mr. Greet is looking for a woman suffrage play.
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Miss Laura Clay writes encouragingly of the prospects for the success
of_ the school suffrage bill in Kentucky. Governor Wilson has given it
his cordial endorsement.

* k%

Mrs, Kate Trimble Woolsey, author of Republic versus Women, is
spending the winter in New York, and demonstrating through many
newspaper interviews that radical thought is by no means monopolized
by Northern and Western Women.

Woman Suffragists while visiting in New York are cordially invited
to Sunday afternoon "at homes" at the Liberal Club, 19 Madison Square
East, New York City. From four to six each Sunday afternoon in Feb-
ruary and March these "at homes" will be given by the Liberal Club and
the Equality League of self-supporting women, Mrs. Edmond Kelly for
the former, and Mrs, Graham and Mrs. Florence Kelley for the latter,
acting as a joint committee on hospitality.

% % %
(EDITOR’S NOTE: The above items areprepared?especially for
WOMAN'S ERA by Elizabeth J. Hauser, vice chairman of, the National

Woman Suffrage Press Bureau.)
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“All nature is but art, unknown to thee;
All chance, direction which thou canst not see;
All discord, harmony not understood:
All partial evil, universal good.”’
---Alexander Pope.

SOCIAL EVIL: ITS CAUSES AND CURES.

HAT is the matter with the world ? Since the mythical age when

the son of Saturn denied to mortals the use of fire, this has been

a permanent and universal question. In every age the sor-

row and suffering, the miseries and wrongs of mankind have

been faced with this inquiry. FEach age and each social institution has

attempted in its own way to answer it. The myths of the "Golden Age"

and the "Lost Eden" are but records of the efforts of primitive man to

probe the wounds of human society. These myths are an expression

of the belief that ‘‘sin,”” a depraved human nature, is the cause of social

evil. They embody the picture of an abject, helpless, and degenerate

race, fallen from a former state of perfection and dependent upon super-

natural grace for its regeneration and moral support. Though the prod-

uct of an era when mankind had but meager knowledge of the natural

law, this conception of the cause of human wrong and suffering has had
a prominent place in the ideals and efforts for "social reconstruction."

Another key to the solution of the riddle is offered in the Doctrine
of Human Development; in the theory that society is in the process of
making, according to the great law of evolution. This philosophy looks
upon the evils of society as inevitable, resulting from the immaturity
not the ruin of the race. It sees human nature as a product of innumer-
able ages of groping, yearning, learning, dependent upon environmental
conditions, shaped by contingent experiences, and receiving its hue and
fragrance from the social elements which it appropriates. For the two
widely divergent classes of saint and sinner it substitutes varying degrees
of development. Even in the most sunken soul it sees possibilities for
attia)inment and in the loftiest character it finds prophecy of what is yet
to be.

According to one or the other of these theories is our outlook over
social conditions gloomy or hopeful; and according to the one or the other
do we shape our reformatory efforts..
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During the centuries when the Roman Empire was tottering to its
fall or when tradition controlled the lives of men, the sin-theory may
have seemed consistent. But in the untrarrmreled thought and the un:
folding life of the present age such a doctrine has no place.

The development theory is the great underlying thought of almost
all the reformatory movements today. This theory lays the ground-
work of social science and is the only reliable Easis of reform. In the
varied and tireless efforts to ameliorate society through prison reforms,
child labor laws, prohibition, woman sufirage, the equal distribution of
wealth and various other specific lines of service we are seeking to set
natural causes-at work which will produce a greater degree of harmony
between the individual and his environment. All of these activities are
in harmony with the plan of reforming society through changes in the
social environment of its members. Each of these activities has a part
in the universal process of amelioration which is, of necessity, a long one.

What career, save one of vice and crime can we expect of the poor,
ill-nourished victims of social injustice who are crowded in the gloomy,
fetid tenement districts of our cities, where men, women and children
are packed together with no opportunity for privacy or self-respect,
where children of all ages swarm the dirty, pestilence-reeking streets,
unprotected from the moral contamination of vicious practices and
criminal ideals? From districts where children are born to such a heri-
tage of misery and degradation, where squalor, dirt and hunger violate_
every condition out of which morality and virtue spring, we must expect
the fruit of moral corruption.

The Social Settlement and Playground Movements have penetrated
to the heart of the evil and, as far as their influences reach, they are rec-
tifying these conditions by rational methods. But these activities
should have the support and active co-operation of each of us. If we are
indifferent and take no interest in the reorganization of society by ra-
tional means, we must expect to suffer the consequences of our negli-
gence.

How long would City Boards of Health remain insensible to the con-
tamination of Cholera or Yellow Fever? Yet in every city there is moral
contagion of far graver danger which can be cured by an environment
of natural and wholesome conditions where human sympathy and love
may be expressed, where noble ideals may germinate and moral habits
grow.

"Love with strength as well as meekness;
Love with firmness not with weakness;
Probe the wound and scarify
Beforé the Balsam you apply.

Be so benevolent, I pray,

As to drive the wolf away.
Love him, if you will but keep
Some love also for the sheep."
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WOMEN AS REFORMERS.

In every great movement for the amelioration of society women are
taking an active part. They have helped to launch almost every great
reform and have originated many of them. In the long list of eminent
leaders engaged in efforts to alleviate human suffering and develop a
better and happier race the consecrated service of Miss Clara Barton,
Mother of the Red Cross Society, is too well known to require comment.
The work of Miss Jane Addams of Hull House, Chicago, who originated
the settlement movement in America, is equally as appreciated and as
widely known. It was Miss Addams, Mrs. Florence Kelley and Miss
Lillian D. Wald who presented the evils of child labor, their efforts be-
fore the women’s clubs of our country resulted in an awakened public
conscience which found expression in the National Child Labor Committee.
The prisoners’ aid and the clear and simple philosophy of prison reform
---the education of the criminal by natural methods to noble self-govern-
ment---which is becoming an important factor in the better conditions
of the Great Tomorrow---is the result of the tireless labor of Mrs. Maud
Ballington Booth. The Consumers’ League which is teaching to the
leisure class woman the responsibility she owes to childhood and future
motherhood was organized and originated twenty-five years ago by
women---Mrs. Charles Russell Lowell and Mrs. Frederick Nathan. It
was Mrs. Charles Henrotin, assisted by other influential women of
Chicago, who organized the Woman’s Traders Union League, which is
securing in some states justice for the working girl. The idea of the
Travelers’ Aid and the Working Girls’ Club for the protection of young

womanhood originated and was agitated by Miss Grace Dodge of New
York.

Woman has had her part in the great Playground Movement of Am-
erica which is teaching to the race the long-forgotten art of play and
yielding to childhood a birthright which the centuries have with-held.
As under the sudden inspiration of a Loving Universal Spirit hovering
everywhere, women'’s clubs all over our land began, simultaneously, the .
restoration of this lost hertiage of play by securing vacant lots and waste
places which were equipped with playground apparatus at club expense.
Here the children instinctively gathered to receive their heritage. The
results and possibilities of this movement are clearly and attractively
portrayed in the article contained in this issue, "The Playground Move-
ment in the United States," by Miss Grace E. Parker, financial secre-
tary of the Playground Association of America.

But women have not done this work alone. In every worthy ef-
fort they have received the active support and cordial co- -operation of
men. Nor have we referred to woman’s work in these various linesfof
social reform with a boastful sp1r1t but rather with a spirit of gratitude
and thanksgiving that it is woman’s privilege to work side by side with
her brotber for the fuller realization of the Universal Good.

---M. E. C.
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A REFORM OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO WOMEN.

Among the many noble reform movements for the improvement of
the conditions for womanhood in which the modern woman is engaged,
those which are designed to emancipate womankind from a dependent
and almost defenseless position are the most immediately vital and press-
ing . The keen moral perceptions of those who have given most thought
to such matters are not yet incorporated into the social and legal fabric
of the social organism. It is true that the seer is just in advance of his
age; for any particular age and state of civilation is but the register of
the average and composite moral sense of a given period. Woman must,
therefore, strive to educate the public conscience and focus such educa-
tional effort upon the particular things desired. Reform must be con-
crete. It must touch, sting and heal at the vital centers of social need as
it bears upon the rise of womanhood’s call for a square deal. To gener-
alize about downtrodden woman, to wail aloud over masculine tyranny
usually excites a smile of derision; but when a concrete case is presented
that shows clearly an-intolerable condition, then the reformer has some-
thing with which to accentuate her appeals. Is it not the human touch
which awakens the cordial responses? One concrete case that appeals to
the natural sympathy of the human heart will do more to educate the
body politic in a given direction than a library full of treatises on reform
and reforms.

In the City of New Orleans a recent tragedy emphasized a particu-
lar injustice under the law to womanhood and childhood, and made
acute the problem which faces the public when a man is sentenced to pri-
son leaving a dependent family of wife and children without his support.
We know that in countless instances the burden of real physical punish-
ment falls more heavily upon the innocent wife and little ones than upon
the guilty wretch whose support they so sadly need. In the case men-
tioned a man whose unfaithfulness to his wife had brought him before
the bar resulting in his conviction, left behind him a wife and seven
children to be thrown upon the world when he entered the prison gates.
Aside from the torture of shame and ignominy which fell heavily upon
them, they. were obliged to face poverty, while he is well cared for and
protected in his prison home.

Wronged and outraged by his perfidy, they were compelled tofsuf-
fer physically more than he. Many a woman with broken and bleeding
heart hides from the world her miserable brute of a husband’s evil doing
because she is dependent upon him for her and her children’s living.
Many a mother pleads for mercy or endeavors to minimize the awful-
ness of a husband’s crime because of the cry for bread.

Tender-hearted judges doubtless at times give a felon less than he
ought to have, and which exact justice demands, through his sensitive
appreciation of the condition which confronts the wife and babies. And
so the end of justice is defeated, while at the same time, even under a
mitigated sentence, the wife and children will have to suffer for a season.
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A step towards a cure of this grave injustice towards womanhood
would be taken if prisoners were compelled to work and work hard while
in durance vile and credited with proper wages for such labor, and such
wages applied by the state to the needs of the wife and children. This
would relieve the family from the severe physical torture of poverty and
would make the wife less hesitant about helping in bringing such a hus-
band to book for his crimes. It would also assist the court in passing
sentence; for the court could and would hand out the full extent of legal
justice without being softened by the picture of a family left to bear the
brunt in poverty and distress. It would also deter many a man who
prefers prison without obligation to doing his duty by his family from
committing crimes which will send him to prison, when he finds that he
will have to work and support them while there.

It would also work well in cases where a miserable loafer of a hus-
band will not work but is willing to let his family support him while he
sits around and growls or strives to illuminate them with his superior
wisdom to put him where he will have to work and his wages be turned
over to his family. Such treatment would be a specific for hookworm
In many instances.

We believe that here lies an opportunity for women to do a great
work for their sex. It is concrete, specific and makes a strong appeal
to the sense of justice and the heart’s decpest sympathy.

---H. Elmer Gilchrist-

The first issue of WOMANS ERA stamped the periodical as a
distinct success. The scores of letters we received all told us that
there is a real need of a National Womans Magazine for the women
‘*“ who are doing things.”

It is our aim to give to the thoughtful woman something of help
and inspiration in her work for the general good, We need the assis-
tance and encouragement of every woman interested in the broader
affairs of life, if we are to carry out our ideals for a publication that
is broad and stimulating, and one of which our women will be proud.
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FEMININE PHILOSOPHY.

We may let go all things which we cannot carry into the eternal life.

---Anna Robertson Brown, Ph. D.

r ArE

A quiet, intelligent use of the will is at the root of all character.
---Annie Payson Call.

The Home, the State, the Country, must be purified and renovated and
we each have our share in the work.
---Elizabeth Marney Conner.

- G I

Nature has been doing for centuries, unheeded, what the photographers
of today think is a modern discovery, that is, making composite photo-
graphs of us all.

---Mrs. May Wood-Allen, M. D.

¥ k%

Few women get all they desire in this life or few men either for that
matter; the happy ones are those who make the best of the lot that is
theirs, transmuting the dross into gold, the shadow into sunshine.

---Mrs. Emma F. A. Drake, M. D.
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Instead of trying to keep the children safe from the wicked world, the
mothers ought to get together and try to make the world a decent place

for thelchildren.
---Charlotte Perkins Gilman.




WOMANS ERA will gladly pay for original humor and verse, that is acceptable. Address, Editor
Womans Era, New Orleans.

REJECTED MANUSCRIPT.

"A penny for your thoughts,"
The postman says,
The downcast bard gulps rather hard
And sadly pays.
And it is quite enough
To make one blue
To see a pack of thoughts come back
With postage due.
---Louisville Courier- Journal.

% % %

: THE SKILLFUL FEMININE

The Girl (rather weary, at 11:30 p. m.): I don’t know a thing about
base ball.

The Beau: Let me explain it to you.

The Girl: Very well, give an illustration of a home run.

---Life.

k %k %

Oberlin was the first coeducational college in this country. In the
early days they had a rule that in case there were but one man and one
woman 1n a room, at least one chair should be between them. One even-
Ing an instructor, passing one of the small sitting rooms, was horrified at
beholding a young man and a young woman occupying the same chair.

"Sir," he demanded of the man student, "what is the meaning of this
outrageous behavior? Do you not know the rules of the college?"

"Why--er--don’t they say that if a man and a girl sit alone in a room
they shall have one chair between them?"

---Everybody'’s.




““ [ don’t want to put a crimp in nobody’s
c/mracter, but between me and you, a Suﬂra-

gette ain't MY idea of a lady. &
—Life.

A VOTER AT LEAST.

Aunt Spinsterly: "I hope that your opinions uphold the dignity of
our sex, Mamie, and that you believe that every woman should vote."
Mamie: "I don’t go quite so far as that, Auntie, but I believe that

every woman should have a voter." .
---Human Life.




WHERE TO GO FOR BEST $10, $15, OR $20 SUITS SOLD
YOUR NEXT SUIT G U s- G R ETZN E R 826-830 Po%dras St..SNE\il ORLEANS

$100 IN GOLD GIVEN AWAY.

A genuine, bona fide offer. Read
our proposition. Are you a smart
speller? Wi will give $100 in gold
and other prizes named below to those
able to make the 'argest list of words
from the words THE ROUNDTREE
PUBLISHING COMPANY. You ecan
make at least twenty, we believe, and,
if your list is the largest, you will et
the greatest prize. In case of a i
prizes will be divided between high-
est contestants. Here are the rules to
follow: Use only words in the Eng-
lish language. Words alike, but with
different meanings, can be used but
once. Use any dictionary. Pronouns,
nouns, verbs, adverbs, suffixes, adjec-
tives, proper nouns, allowed. Any-
thing that is a legitimate word will
be allowed. This is the way: Heart,
temple, rain, only. TUse these words
and arrange alphabetically.

The following is a list of the
prizes:

$25.00 for the largest list of words
as above.

$20.00 set.of Encyclopedia second
largest list.

$15.00 third largest list.

$12.00 set of dishes fourth largest
list.

$10.00 Mission Lamp fifth largest
list.

$10.00 cash sixth largest list.

$5.00 cash seventh largest list.

$2.00 each to the next twenty-two
highest.

Subscription to the Dixie Home one year to the next

, | hundred highest.

We want you to know “the DIXIE HOME, which is
one of the brightest and best illustrated magazines in the
world, and it is for this reason that we offer these premiums.
We make no extra charge for the privilege of entering this
world-building contest. To enter the contest it is necessary
for you to send us fifty cents for subscription to the Dixie
Home for one year, with your list of words. List should be
sent at once. The lucky ones’' names will be published later.
This is a great offer to those that take an interest in such

contests. . ADDRESS:
“CONTEST EDITOR,” DIXIE HOME,
Dept: 25:; Birmingham, Ala.

A Luxurious §

Form

Ladies, your form can be beauti-
* fully and luxuriously developed. It is
done by my French method, which gives
delightful, lasting, luxurious full-
ness to the whole form ana §
., bust None are as scientific §
and successful in form de- §

r/ . velopment as the French.
* © & A safe, Easy Method |
N ' Marvelously Successful

If your form or bust lacks develop 4
ment or firmness, from whatever cause, §8
1 will tell you exactly how to develop it, free of charye. B8
No matter what your age or condition of health, this
) French method will quickly show results, It has proven
its effectiveness over and over again in a startling way.
I will send you full illustrated information if you will
just send 4c¢ to pay postaze.

MDME. DOROTHY DE LA REVERE
§ Suite 1714, 1024 Byron Street, Chicago, IlL

W. C. MOSELY

Rose and Fern Grower

Special Prices for this Month:

Roses one year old, 10c each, $1.00 a
dozen. Lace Ferns, 10c each, $9.00 a
hundred. Delivered to your postoffice or
nearest express office.

861 Magazine St., NEW ORLEANS
Write for prices on Pecan, Fruit,
Orange and Shade Trees.

Womans Era

SIX MONTHS FOR
Rl Yy GENTS

The biggest bargain in the magazine
world to-day.

The subsequent issues of WOMANS
ERA will fairly compel your interest.
The class of material that will be
presented, will be inducement enough
for you to add this publication to
your regular reading list.

-SUBSCRIBE NOW!
WOMANS ERA  New Orleans
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Nourneasur GUS. GRETZNER

BEST $10, §15, OR $20 SUITS SOLD
,826-830 Poydras St., NEW ORLEANS

NATURAL

ROSY CHEEKS

Are the result of healthy, rich
blood. A natural good figure

1s the result of solid muscles.

Amalthea

MAKES RICH BLOOD

AND

SOLID MUSCLES

Without impairing the health,
because it is guaranteed under
the Pure Food Law, not to
contain Alcohol or any drug

whatsoever. Therefore, write to

Lopez & C‘omp’any
422 Godchaux Buxldmg
New Orleans, La, U. S A

! For full mformatlon
Meéhtion-Womans*Era and samples

Miss Bertha Fickessen

In&ruction in China De-

coration in conventional and
China

decorated to order in original

naturalistic designs.
designs. Monogram work a
specialty.

STUDIO:

1504 Conery Street

New Orleans, La.

HELE!

A neat-appearing woman
in every city and town to

introduce WO MANS
ER A, and act as local

representative.

Specially " attractive terms to
energetic women who will con-
duct a vigorous campaign.

“ Address, with references, at once,
Subscription Manager
_.WOMANS ERA,

New Orleans, La.

MASONI I-O-O-F-'K-P-RITUALS;::;:;};

and all other
The “Frat.”” Pub. Co., 159% Market,St.,Chicago,IlL

wiEeTo s R G US., GRETZNER

-BEST $10, $15, OR $20 SUITS SOLD
:'826-830 Poydras St., NEW ORLEANS
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{cents; Kalos Poudrozone (Complexion Powder), $1.00.

E. BURNHAM COIFFURES, 1910

THE E. BURNHAM CAP FRAME
AND THE TURBAN BRAID

The Turban Braid used in
arranging this colffure {8
formed of hair from 80 to 36
inches in length. (Hair of this
extreme length can only be ob-
tained in less than one-half
dozen places in the world.)
We have a large stock in all
. shades and textures, and can
match your hair exactly.
! Write for FASHION SUP-
88 PLEMENT AND ART CAT-
ALOG.

The illustration herewith
shows the frame—the simple
manner of adjusting the frame
on the head—and the coiffure
arranged over the frameé. Note
how cleverly it simulates lux-
urious tresses—softness—full-
ness. It is so natural in ap-
pearance that it cannot be de-
tected. This is the very lates
conceit worn in London and
Paris. and is being introduced
by E. Burnham. b

ORNAMENTS FOR THE NEW COIFFURE

Exquisitely dainty effects in jet, rhinestone, pearl, and other jewels in pins and combs; also
real shell, gold, silver and cut steel. Send for deseription, illustrations and prices.

E. BURNHAM'S EXQUISITE “KALOS™
PREPARATIONS

KALOS—OZONE MASSAGE CREAM.
Greaseless, disappearing and delightfully refreshing. A specific remedy for
oily skin. Price 50 cents. Kalos Liliozone, (hand whitener), 25 cents;
Kalos Cremozone (skin beautifier), 50 cents; Kalos Talcozone (Talcum), 25 |

FOR SALE BY ALL DEALERS.

THE. E. BURNHAM ILLUSTRATED LESSONS

Will teach you by CORRESPONDENCE, Artistic Hair Dressing, Shampooing,
Manicuring, Hair Culture, etc. Also manufacturmg of Switches, Puffs, Cu %
and Transformations- Also Men’s Wigss and Toupees.

INCREASE YOUR EARNING POWER—A diploma from our school gives
you standing in these professions. Send for FREE PROSPECTUS containing
' signed letters of our successful graduates. Our instructors are doing the work
they teach every day.

E BURNHAM 70 and 72 State St., Dept. R., Chicago, Il

13 29 A book of lyric verse by ROBARD EMMET UA

The Songs Of Aengus CINNEIDIG. Printed on hand-made deckle-edge
paper, hand-tied with silk cord. A dainty gift for any occasion. Price prepaid ONE DOLLAR,
or one copy FREE with two subscriptions to WOMANS ERA. Address:

WOMANS ERA, New Orleans.

WHERE TO GO FOR BEST $10, $15, OR $20 SUITS SO
YOUR NEXT SUIT G U s- G R ETZN E R 826—83%I Posdras St..sﬁE\il ORL?EAIE{%
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BEST $10, $15, OR $20 SUITS SOLD
826-830 Poydras St., NEW ORLEANS

On Approval W

Freight Paid

BISHOP wiens QUALITY and STYLE

We sell this beautiful, genuine all=brass
Bed, Colonial style, direct to you for
$19.45. We ship it on approval and pre-
pay freight to all points east of Mississippi
River and north of Tennessee line, allowing
freight that far to points beyond. Or, we
will send the bed with guaranteed springs
and Cotton-felt Mattress complete for $29.50
(worth $60.00). Our tremendous output and
quick cash sales direct from the “World’s
Furniture Center”’ make our low prices pos-
sible. If you don’t find this Bed superior to
beds sold elsewhere at double our prices,
send it back at our expense and we will re-
fund your money. It is full size double Bed,
4 ft. 6 in. wide by 6 ft. 4 in. long, with
heavy 2-in. continuous Pillars—your choice
of bright or “Satin’ finish—both guaranteed
for 10 years. With

BISHOP’S BOOK of CORRECT STYLES

you may furnish your home throughout

at once or gradually, from time to time, being
sure of artistic and harmonious results. For
many years thousands of discriminating buy-
ers have traveled far to our showrooms in
Grand Rapids to save money and get home-
furnishing suggestions. For the benefit of
those who cannot come, we have issued our
handsome and instructive portfolio of 186
pages. It contains colored plates of artisti-
cally furnished rooms in “period” and mod-
ern styles. Shuws correct shades of popular
Grand Rapids finishes. Illustrates and
describes over one thousand styles of de-
pendable furniture. We will send this
elaborate book. postage paid, if you will
enclose 25 cents to show your interest.

The 25 cents may be deducted from your order. If you
don’t think the book a Correct Guide to furniture buying,
gend it baek and we will refund your money and the postage

you pay in returning it. Write now and get the benefit of high
quality at direct prices. References. .any Grand Rapids Bank.

BISHOP FURNITURE CO., 1-14 lonia St. Grand Rapids, Mich.

BUCKBEE’S SEEDS SUCCEED!
SPECIAL OFFER:

/ Made to build New Business. A trial will
make you our permanent customer.

> Radish, 17 varieties; Let-
.ﬂiz_e__comt_igﬂtuee 12 kinds; Tomatoes, 11
the finest; Turnip, 7 splendid ; Onion, 8 best varie-

ties; 10 Spring-flowering Bulbs—65 varieties in all.
GUARANTEED TO PLEASE.

Werite to-day; Mention this Paper.
SEND 10 CENTS

to cover postage and packing and receive this valuable
collection of Seeds postimld, together with my big

Instructive, Beautiful Seed and Plant Book,
tells all about the Best varieties of Seeds, Plants, etc.

H. W. Buckhee, raem is1kockronn, L.
5 & g:‘::}“%ﬁé‘ﬂ LY
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Our Big Catalog FREE

ASK FOR IT NOW.

) Puts this Magnificent
B Cuckoo Clock in Your
g ome.

A Perfect Time-keeper,
Calling the Hour and the
Half-Hour. Nearly Two
Feet High, 14 in. Wide,
in German Walnut Case.

The Inlaid Woods of
Ash, Ebony and Mahogany
Ornaments are put together
with minute care. Mail us

$1.00 for one year's sub-

scripion to COMMON -
SENSE, afterwards you may

o pay $1 "00 a month for 8months
S =k which completes the payments on

both the clock and the magazine.

Common - Sense Publishing Co.
Dept. 601
Michigan Blvd. and Fortieth St. « . Chicago i

PAGE BUILDING, CHICAGO, ILL.
i

Wanted to make up shields at
LA DY SEWERS home; $10 per 100, can make 2 an

EESTOGE LT R TR VI S IR
hour; work sent prepaid to reliable women.. Send

reply envelope for information.
UNIVERSAL CO., Dept. 84, Philadelphia, Pa.

wiere 10 60 R GUS. GRETZNER

BEST $10, $15, OR $20 SUITS SOLD
826-830 Poydras St., NEW ORLEANS
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NO MORE WRINKLES

° S £l Hair Vanishes Lik
Beautiful Bust. *.s, o New Discovers

May I Send You My Beauty Secrets?

I am a woman who knows the value of a perfect figure, large bust, beautiful com-
plexion, youthful appearance and the thrilland animation of a life full of'joyous health.

I made myself the woman I am today. I brought about my wonderful change in
asecret and pleasant manner. Ifelt the thrill of this change, and I saw myself pass-
ing quickly into a different woman. Worinkles disappeared in a night. A scrawny,
hateful, flabby, dry skinned neck, bust and shoulders became rounded, plump, pink
and pretty. I was overjoyed at my secret discovery. Men and women who had never
before looked at me became very friendly. I had more society than I could possibly
meet. I actually cried: because of the years I had spent in anguish. I want to tell
you my secrets. I’ll tell you how to increase your bust, 80 that you can feel the
change at once.

Nothing is taken into the stomach no masks or common massage with worthlesa
cold cream. By my secret discovery I remove wrinkles and develop the bust and
shoulders plump and fat. All readers should write me at once and I will send you,
particulars regarding my new discovery and will show you

How to quickly remove wrinkles

How to enlarge the bust

How to make long, thick eyvelashes and eyebrows

How to remove superfluous hair from the face,
instantly, without pain

How to darken gray hair >

How to remove blackheads and pimples

Don’t evade the question. You know how men and women look upon uncomely,
girls and women... In business, society or home they are pitied, forsaken, forlo'tn."‘
and shunned. Become hopeful now. Try once more. Confide in me, a Wwoman
who has passed through every heartache and longing that you are now suffering.’}
I will talk to you in words that you will understand. Write me in full con=';.
fidence, and I will reply to you in. the same way in a plain, unmarked, private
communication. I want every woman, mother,. wife or girl, to answer my
request and send for my beauty secrets and beauty book, ‘‘Nature’s Way: ‘to
Beauty,”” and be sure to send 4 cents to help pay postage and cost of mailing.’

EVELYN CUNNINGHAM, Dept. 199, 40 Dearborn St.,
P aa it CHICAGO ILL. '
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$150. CASH OFFER
for CLUB PAPERS

q WOMANS ERA is making a Cash Offer of $150. for
the best papers prepared by members of Women's
Clubs, hoping in this way to bring out the best thought
of the thinking women of the organizations, and to en-
courage the writing of papers which will prove of value
and interest to our readers.

q Papers may be sent at any time from January to May
1910, the choice of a definite subject to be taken from any of
the general headings that follow:

For the best paper under Literature - - $25.00
e £ “  Music - - - $25.00
LT T 2 *  Civics - - - $25.00
i E bl “  Economics - - $25.00

“ L 13 L1 (3 o

Woman's Suffrage
(for or against) §25.00

“ o “ ] (0 Arts and CraftS- - 25.00

q If your Club is studying Music, the subject might be
“French Opera”, or “The Evolution of American Music’,
or under Literature you might choose “Realism of the
Russian Novel”, or “Thoreau and His Work”, or any
other subject with which you are familiar, but the subject
must be definite, the number of words not more than 3000,
and the manuscript typewritten on one side of the paper
only. Awards will be made June lst, 1910 and deci-
sions will be made according to interest, instruction,
style and originality of articles. :

ADDRESS

WOMANS ERA
NEW ORLEANS.




,: ; The @Chiragn Schonl of ||
| Applied and Normal Art

EMMA M. CHURCH, Director

(Incorporated)

This school is qualified under the
statutes of the State of Illinois to
confer diplomas and degrees, and
is on the accredited list of the Board
of Education of Chicago, lllinois

Day and Evening School all the Year Around

Professional Training for Teachers

of Art in Public Schools

Regular two year courses in [llustration, Decora-
tive Design, Commercial Design, Drawing, Paint-
ing, Manual Training and Normal Courses.

Special Mid Year Class begins
FEBRUARY 1, 1910.

WRITE FOR PARTICULARS

311-034 Michigan Avenue.  CHICAGO, ILL, |
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EDITED BY
MARGARET ELSIE CROSS, M. A4.

INTRODUCTORY ISSUE
The Meaning of Human Life—-A Soul
Mys. Eddy -- the Woman
The Literary Woman
The Club Movement

The Spirit of Art ‘
Single Copy ‘ FEBRUARY . By‘t‘?&ﬁéarl /)

1910
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A Veritable Feast

has been prepared for you

Read this list of only a few of the Good
Things we have planned for you in the
way of special editions devoted to various
subjects, each of which will contain articles
specially written for Womans Era.

Reforms MARCH

Specially written articles by Maude Ballington Booth,
Florence Kelley, Alice Hubbard, Dr. Esther Pohl,

Jean M. Gordon, and others.
E.conomics APRIL

Specially written articles by Charlotte Perkins Gilman,
Prof. Harriett Boyer and others.

Votes for Women MAY

Specially written articles by Rev. Anna Shaw, Kate
Barnard, Mary C. C. Bradford, Rabbi Stephen Wise,

and others.

Arts and Crafts JUNE

Specially written ariicles by Emma M. Church, Belle
Kinney, Marie T. D. Irwin, and others.

Civics, Literature, Club Work, Music and Professions will follow
i order each month with special articles by the best known
writers in each branch. 3

Any one of the above special editions will be worth to you
much more than the price of a yearly subscription and you should
not miss a single one of them. ~ € Subscribe now, and send
us the names of some good friends whom you would like to see

have a sample copy.

WOMANS ERA PUBLISHING CO.
New Orleans, La.
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New Orleans,
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Dear Madam:

We are herewittl

you will

Every effort has been made to produce a
publication that is really '"worth while", and
hope that you will be sufficiently interested

desire all the succeeding numbers.

All of the issues that follow will more

than maintain the high standard set by this

first edition, and in order to insure getting

TR

the big March number, we hope you will fill out

the subscription blank attached and mail TO-DAY.

|9 S 1§

Detach and mail TO-DAY)

$b1.50 for subscription to

L

year commencing with the

issue







HERE is nothing
new under the
sun. |he mo#
radical present,

is the outgrowth of the conser-

vative past, and our goal to-day

will be our starting-point to-

INOCITOW.
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VOLUME L FEBRUARY, 1910  NUMBER I.
Contents
Frontispiece PAGE

‘Fhe Literary Woman - - = .- = - =
With Photograph

Who Should Cultivate the Voice - - -

With Photograph

The Spirit of Art - - - -

Illustrated

- - -

Ella Wheeler Wilcox 3
Madam Sara Anderson 7

Louis Potter
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& DRESSMAKERo

& IN BUSINESS
s FOR HERSELF

AMERK AN

DRSS |-
MAKING.

YOUNG LADY
GRADUATE DOING
HER OWN SEWING-

You can start in business for yourself.
$5,000 a year.
$10,000 e year.

cost. They teach you how to design,

WE WILL TEACH YOU TO YOUR OWN SATISFACTION AND EQUIP YOU TO
COMMAND A GOOD INCOME.

Many women nowadays are earning $7100 a week—
One woman, the head designer of Chicago’s largest retail dry goods house, is said to receive

Salaries of $25.00 to $50.00 a week are common. Become a Graduate Dress-
maker. The regular Diploma of this College is issued to all who complete this course of lessons.
Lessons will teach you how to make your own clothing and enable you to dress far beiter at one-third the usual
draft, cut, fit, make,
-2 children’s clothing. This college is endorsed by leading Fashion Magazines, MecGall’s, Piztorial Review, etc ete.

GRADUATE MAKING HERe
CHILDREN'S DRESSES
3 TR

These

drape and trim any garment, including

THE AUTHOR OF THIS COURSE

e

E,‘ Only a few years ago, Miss Pearl Merwin, now sup-
I+ ervisor of the American Gollege of Dressmaking, was
& | doing such sewing as came to her, as a result of the
' merits of her work. A college-bred woman herself,
4 she conceived the idea of putting her knowledge and
experience into the hands of those less favored by
crystallizing it into a series of lessons which could be
successfully taught and easily learned by mail. Her
advertising may be seen in all the leading magazines.

She has over 10,000 students and graduates through-

out the country. She has “come up out of the ranks”
largely by her own efforts, by confining her work
; wholly within the generally conceded province of femi-

Dec. 1907.

HAS A GOOD POSITICN
Herkimer, N. Y.
Dear Miss Merwin:—Your letter received and will
answer at once. No, I am not looking for a pnsition
as | have a very good one now. Will be glad to
receive letters from any of the dressmakers, an
wish to thank you for your kindness. | am glad that
I enrolled as a student of your college and am very
much pleased with the system. Itis all that it repre-
sents itself to be. Yours truly,
(Miss) IRENE SMITH.
WHAT ARE THESE LESSONS WORTH?
Our Students Say: "I would not exchange the
knowledge I have gained for double its cost.” I have
made 25 waists (six silk ones) all perfect fits.”

? nine endeavor.—''Human Life.”

The Book illustrated above will be sent to you FREE. Atanex-
pense of thousands of dollars this Gollege has published 100,000 of these copy-
righted books to advertise the American System of Dressmaking, and—
while they last—will send you a copy FREE.

g/ American College of Dressmaking, 277 Refancs Bél%

Write for it today.
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Receivers’ Sale ! 23°0:0) shuat
s For Only $29.50.
Wonde;r.ful opportunity to get these fifteen magnificently bound volumes,
comprising the Library of Universal History, for less than half value. The
publishers have failed. We, as receivers, must dispose of enough sets to pay

the obligations of the publishers.. For alimited time we will send you a set
for free examination without asking you to pay one cent down.

HERE IS OUR OFFER ; Send Us Your Address on the coupon or

T, T = yvou would like to receive for free examina-
ion the 15 volumes ofthe Library of Universal History

in your home and we will send them to you, charges FREE c 0 UP o N !
prepaid. I.ook over these books for a week and then e 'l American Underwriters Corporation

if you decide that you do notwantthem send them: q B A .
back to us at our expense. Ifyou wish to keep this g " Dept 6891 192 Michigan Ave., Chicago
~

superb work send only 50 cents, and $2.00 a month g Without any expense or obligation to me I

for 14}4 months—only $29.50 for this $60 library. .l" will examine the Library of Univeral History
. 1 . g J if sentto my home all charges prepaid. This
T"fe Library of Lnivgrsal 'f"5t°'¥ isacom- Jf « ¥ i ocitivelynot anorderforthe books—merely
plete history of the whole world written by Q 'arcquest for a free examination.
America's greatest historians and endorsed by > " 3 %
America's greatest scholars. There are over T ]
5,000 pages, 100 finely engraved maps, 700 § @ 4
#0  full page illustrations. Don't delay. é"ﬂ Namp 2z oo iconndemi el IR s b it e
i b 2 We wantyou f ,- §
15 Vols. Eachvolume wr“e 'o us a' once to examine a
71n. wide, 10 in. high; this grand work in your own home for a & Addressiooe iniings
weight, boxed, 75 1bs. week beiore deciding.
AMERICAN UNDERWRITERS CORPORATION, =
Dept. §89] » 192 Michigan Ave., CHICAGO, ILL. Occupation - _______.._.

$5.00 tor a Suggestion

We want your opinion and criticism of this first issue of WOMANS
ERA, and we will pay you to send it in to us.

We have outlined the policy and scope of what we think a woman’s
magazine of this character should cover, but perhaps you see where a
change can be made for the better. If you can suggest a feature that
would interest our readers that we have omitted, if you can criticise
any of the features that we have outlined, write and tell us briefly
and frankly about it. At any rate write us a letter stating what you
think of the magazine generally, and if your letter is helpful we will
credit you with one of the prizes below.

For the best letter of criticism or suggestion, FIVE DOLLARS.

For each of the next best ten letters we will give a

YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION to WOMANS ERA.
Address WOMANS ERA, New Orleans.

In writing advertisers mention WOMANS ERA.
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g WOMANS ERA is bringing to you the latest and

most authoritative word on all the subjects of greatest

interest to the thinking women of to-day.

( The following, among other contributions
of great interest and educational value

written expressly for WOMANS ERA,

will appear in early issues.

MWaste in the Home - - - - - Charlotte Perkins Gilman
Experiences in Prison Reform Work - Maude Ballington Booth
Leave it to Nemesis = e = dlice Hubbard
One Kind of Child Labor Sl eeeae. - Florence Itelley
Woman in Scientific Statescraft - - - - Kate Barnard
A History of the New Step in Art Education - Emma Church
The Women of Japan R Mary Fenollosa (Sidney McCall)
A Wioman on the Stumpi=s = = === = 2 Mary C. Bradfora
Woman’s Part in the Progress of Education - Pauline Steinem
Contagion and Disinfection - - - Esther C. Pohl, M. D.

The Point Loma Community and Its Work - Mme Katherine Tingley

1V

These Articles




s Will Interest You

LILLIAN WHITING
REV. ANNA SHAW
-~ RABBI STEPHEN WISE
MABEL LOOMIS TODD
MRS. EVA PERRY MOORE
HELEN PITKIN SCHERTZ
MRS. CYNTHIA WESTOVER ALDEN
LUCIA AMES MEAD
GRACE M. BROWN
MISS BELLE KINNEY

and many other workers and leaders will contribute to
make WOMANS ERA a magazine of the greatest pos-

sible interest and benefit to every woman.

and insure yourself against missing a

SUbscrlbe now single issue of the greatest Woman’s

Magazine in America.

WOMANS ERA,
NEW ORLEANS,

Enclosed find $1.50 for subscription to WOMANS ERA for one year

commencing With the e number.




The Twentieth Century Magazine

B. O. FLOWER, Editor, formerly of “The Arena.”
5 Park Square, Boston, Mass.

A Magazine devoted to Constructive Democracy, Social Progress and Individual Development.

The reception given the first number of THE TW ENTIETH CENTURY MAGAZINE was most gratify-
ing. The issue which had first been planned for had to be increased one and a half times to supply the

demand from all quarters. The December and January issues more than maintain the high standard

set by the first number.

Here are some leading articles in these issues: ‘‘How Switzerland Saved Her White Coal,”” by
George J. King. Great corporations are seeking to form a water-power trust in this country. Read
how the Swiss people turned this great natural wealth to the benefit of all. ‘‘The Banking Guaranty
Plan of Oklahoma,” by Senator Robert L. Owen. ‘‘Railway Corruption Under Private and Publie
Ownership,”’ by Carl 8. Vrooman. ‘‘Municipal Art in Western Cities.”’ A Dbeautifully-illustrated
article on Spokane by George Wharton James. ‘‘“What Are Our Liberties Guaranteed by the Consti-
tution Worth?’ by Hon. John D. Works. ‘A Study in Efficiency,’”” by Charles Edward Russell.
““Humors of American Journalism,’” by William Salisbury.

The January issue will contain an exceedingly-timely article of more than usual interest—‘‘The Pro-
gressive Movement,’”’ by William Kittle, Ph. D. It is a masterly exposition of the position and aim
of the so-called ‘‘insurgents’’ of the Republican party. It presents in a clear and striking manner the
real issue between the people and the ‘‘interests.”” It shows how the Government is controlled by
Cannonism and Aldrichism, while the people are being ruthlessly despoiled. This is a paper that
every patriotic American should not only read, but scatter broadcast. It affords a splendid opportunity
for the rank and file to become active missionaries and exhibit that patriotism that alone can
save the Republic.

Remember, THE TWENTIETH CENTURY MA GAZINE is the only review that gives you extended,
readable and authoritative information in regard to Public Ownership, Direct Legislation, Woman's
Progress, Industrial Co-operation, Proportional Rep resentation, Current Legislation, and all movements

dealing with fundamental democratic and economic advance.

The subscription price is $2 per year; single mumbers, 25 cents. But we make the readers of
THE WOMAN’S ERA this Special Offer: Send us 25 cents and we will send you the October, Novem-
ber and December numbers, or, better, send us $1.50 and we will send you ALL the numbers from
the first issue up to and including December, 1910. This gives you a twenty-five-cent magazine at a

cost of ten cents per copy.

TEAR OFF AND SIGN.

TWENTIETH CENTURY COMPANY,
5 Par/e Square, Room 45, Boston, MGSS.

GENTLEMEN—Enclosed find $1.50, for which send me THE TWENTIETH CENTURY MAGAZINE

from the first issue until December, 1910.

Mention WOMANS ERA
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The Temple

Lord, if we thought the mortal flesh we wear
Was-only given to clothe the soul within,
That all its working-power must wane by sin,

We would redouble all owur arts to spare

Defilement of the Temple, and take care
No damage came to dull the powers therewn,
And every day some larger work begin,

And thus our mighty heritage declare.

Since men, then, dwell in temples, they are heirs
To matchless powers they do not understand,

Yet are they still immersed in dull despasrs,
Nor can believe in wondrous gifts at hand,

And soon the Temple falls, or needs repairs,
Because the lord within does mot command.

—Marcia Davies.
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THE LITERARY WOMAN
By ELLA WHEELER WILCOX

' HE. woman of literary proclivities is not afraid, or ashamed, to con-
fess them to the world today.
She has no hesitancy in making hertalents or tastes known.
In truth, she is ofttimes more eager to be classed among the
world’s workers, in the fields of literature, than her abilities would seem
to justify. '

Yet there was a time when it required great courage for a woman
of refinement or sensitiveness to make use of any talent she might
possess for writing.

The term “Blue Stocking” no longer. conveys much meaning to the
reading public. It is doubtful if the majority of high school pupils
are familiar with the expression. But in the early part of the eighteenth
century, it was a term of opprobrium and ridicule applied to literary
women.

In 1750 a company of intellectual people congregated In
London to discuss literature and the arts, instead of giving
all their time to cards and scandal, as was the prevalent fashion
of that time. In order to rebuke the extravagance and frivolity of the
court circles, these men and women took studious care to dress plainly.
One of the company, Mr. Benjamin Stillingfleet, affected blue woolen
stockings; and as black silk hosiery was much in evidence at that period,
Mr. Stillingfleet’s stockings caused a commotion. Straightway all the
people who attended the literary soirees (given in the house of Mrs.
Montague and others of her circle) were dubbed “Blue Stockings.”

From that time until a very recent period, any woman who wrote
poems, stories, or plays, has been designated “A Blue Stocking” by
those incapable of doing intellectual work.

Out of the name “Blue Stockings,” grew an impression that all literary
women ignored the niceties of dress, and that they neglected their homes
as well as their persons.

It is quite possible that the Blue Stockings of Mrs. Montague’s circle
carried their reproof to court extravagance and frivolity, to such an
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extreme, that literary women of that period were in reality odd-looking
specimens of their sex. And it is quite possible that the idea fixed itself
in the minds of those who chose literature as a profession that it was
a mark of intellectuality to abjure all the pleasing and pretty follies
of fashion, and to rest upon mental accomplishments for their power
of pleasing. The literary woman, for a long time, was regarded as a
half-unsexed individual; masculine in appearance and mind, and quite
devoid of all feminine tastes and accomplishments. In 1778 it was
said that “Little Fannie Burney hid in a corner and wrote a book.”

She was an English girl in her twenties, with talents too great to be
hidden under a bushel, or to be suppressed by traditions. But when it
became known that she had written and published a book, she was
subjected to a vast amount of painful and intrusive curiosity. It was
felt that she had in a measure ostracised herself from the circle of well-
behaved, womanly women, who were contented to be the mothers,
sisters and wives of literary men, but who would never think of doing
such an unfeminine thing as writing a book themselves.

It was this attitude of the public regarding women writers which
caused many women of genius to appear under a masculine nom-de-plume
when entering the realm of literature.

George Eliot and George Sand both possessed strong courage and
mentality, yet they felt it wise and prudent to sign a masculine name
to their brain wares.

Today the world has grown accustomed to the woman writer. The
literary woman is no more of a curiosity than the woman who sings
in church, teaches school, makes gowns, or practices osteopathy. Litera-
ture is simply one of the professions (sometimes one of the trades)
which modern life has opened to woman on an equal footing with man,
if she possesses equal ability.

The literary woman of today does not wear blue stockings unless
they chance to match her gown. She is too versed in matters of hygiene,
and too sensible to wear woolen stockings; because she knows that
woolen garments should never touch the human body and smother
it away from fresh air.

The literary woman is quite as inclined to adorn herself with the gar-
ments of fashion as other women; and the literary club, formed of
feminine celebrities, of greater or less degree, affords as large a variety
of modish gowns and hats, worn as becomingly and appropriately,
as any purely social function composed of women who live only to dress
and attend receptions.

This is an era when the majority of women are looking away
from the home for interest, occupation and usefulness. The old-fashioned
housekeeper and home maker is becoming as rare as the one-story build-
ing in our cities. But the woman who neglects her home, her
family and her wifely or maternal duties is not as frequently met in
literary circles as in the home of the idle rich, where the mistress of the
house has no profession but pleasure-seeking.
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Instead of opprobrium and ridicule, which was the tendency of olden
times to_bestow upon the literary woman who had “unsexed” herself
by becoming a celebrity, the modern tendency of the public is to over-
praise and flatter a woman writer. It requires little talent to make
a woman quite the idol of her own special circle today; and one who
holds ideals for herself, and sets standards of excellence to attain, needs
to close her ears to much of the meaningless applause and undiscrimin-
ating praise which small achievements bring forth from the crowds
of hero worshippers who surround her.

It is Woman's era; and hundreds of well-meaning people, knowing
that this is an age when women are developing along intellectual lines,
are too ready to call ability talent, and talent genius, and to bestow
laurels before they have been earned. In just the same unthinking man-
ner, parents and guardians are too ready to push daughters of questionable
talents forward toward a literary career before ascertaining whether
they are equipped in brain and temperament to follow such a pursuit.

The literary path is not all flowery for a woman’s feet to tread. It
has its thorns: and the greater the meed of success the sharper the thorns
ofttimes prove.

Fame and glory may shine in rainbow hues to one who looks at them
in"the dim distance; but sometimes when standing in the merciless
light of publicityZwhich 1s the price of success, the glare is painful to a
sensitive woman. She feels like one who, after a long journey along
a hot highway, sighs for a quiet shaded room with drawn blinds; but
< forced to stand in the full blaze of the sun with all the world gazing.
Nevertheless, the woman who is fitted for a literary career and en-
dowed by the Creator with special talents, must put them to the best
use possible, or answer for her ‘negligence when the day of reckoning
comes.

The purpose of life is to develop every latent power and energy,
and to perfect the physical, mental and spiritual being to the
utmost, while on this plane. But this is not done by attempting to
follow some career for which we are not fitted, and it is not done by
allowing our abilities to lie unused, merely because we do not need,

from a worldly point of view, to use them.
I think of two talented women who have sold such a birthright for

a mess of pottage. Both are daughters of fortune; one born to large-

wealth, one married to a man of great riches. Both women have allowed
their minds to grow commonplace and petty. They have done nothing
with their talents and each year shows a degeneration in their mentality.
They have a restless sense of discontent with life; but they have lost the
will power to arouse themselves to mental action.

The old idea of woman was perhaps the true idea—that she was meant
for the home and the companion of man, and not for the strife and strain
of a career in the profession, the arts or the trades. Yet when we find
a man burdened with a family of six daughters all dependent upon his
ofttimes slender income for support, we must feel pride in our own sex
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if these daughters refuse to accept husbands they do not love, merely
to relieve their father’s purse from undue strain, and resolutely go forth
from the home to make their way in the world of workers. If they
possess literary talent or genius, they may continue in the security
and privacy of home; if they possess only ability and energy, the more
difficult avenues of literary work are open to them. But what avenue
of honest labor’ can be so painful to a woman of any pride as dependence
upon an overworked. or unloved man? The old idea that the literary
woman was a masculine and unsexed creature no longer exists. It
has been exploded by the army of fair feminine, and frivolous women
who fill the ranks of the penworkers in the world today.

Sometimes indeed, we encounter the aggressively intellectual literary
woman who delights in being told she is “smarter” than the men in
her own family; and who argues and disputes and combats as a proof
of her mentality. Sometimes we encounter the “frump” who ignores
the manicure and modiste. But such literary women are so rare today
that they occasion surprise when encountered.

No literary woman has ever achieved a really great work.

There have been no women Homers, Miltons or Shakespeares.

Woman is reflective, not creative. The best she has said is only an
echo of what some great man has said. But she has said it in her own
way, which has been ofttimes a more appealing way than the man'’s.

The growth of liberal thought and larger views of life is to be ob-
served by the changed attitude of men toward “The Literary Woman.”

Where he once fought shy of her, and felt humiliated to own her as a
member of his household, he is today proud of the wife, daughter or
sister who has acknowledged literary gifts. It is seldom, indeed, that
the old-fashioned type of man is met in these times who attempts to
discourage or prevent a woman from cultivating or using her talents.
More frequently they overestimate the value of these talents, and expect
greater results than can be attained.

Were I to be consulted on the making of an ideal world, I would
eliminate all women of talent and genius; and fashion a race of great
and gifted men, who were such perfect lovers, husbands, fathers, brothers
and sons that no woman could find time or inclination to do more than
entertain and amuse the men of her household, and make and keep
and adorn their homes. I would have women accomplished, ornamental
and companionable; but man only creative and constructive.

Yet, since God did not so fashion the world, it must be accepted as.
it is; and its growing ranks of “women who are doing things” must
be regarded as armies of progress, blazing the trail for a greater race.

And in this army the Literary Woman has her place and her work.




WHO SHOULD CULTIVATE
THE VOICE?

By MME. SARA ANDERSON.

90U have asked me to give my views upon the very important sub-

‘ ject: “Who should cultivate the voice?”” At first glance it

@ would appear that there would be no need to go into this sub-

ject at any great length, yet I have seen, both in this country

and abroad, such grave errors made by ambitious students in the

selection of an instructor, that, for their sakes, and to save them

the many heartaches which are always attendant upon a wrong step
in this direction, I will gladly go into the matter.

If we wish our trotting horse finely shod, we would not think of allow-
ing the man who carries the coals to do this important work; but the
blacksmith himself, who we know has shod many fine animals and has
had much actual experience in this line.

If we have an heirloom in the form of a watch with delicate works
which needs repairing, we would seek an experienced and competent
watchmaker, and would not, for a moment, allow one who has been
simply selling watches and seeing them through glass cases to touch
this trinket we prize so dearly. Should the horse’s hoof be badly handled,
he may suffer for a time, but nature will step in and remedy the evil.
Should the works of the watch be ruined through improper handling,
o new set of works can be made to replace them. But with the voice
it is a different question. Once tampered with, and the velvet or bloom
gone through poor treatment, there is little, if any, hope of a career,
at least in America, where beauty of tone and correct singing are the
first requirements.

Need I then add that the one to train or cultivate the voice 1s one
who has been shown the correct principles of singing; who has thoroughly
digested them and who has been able to put these principles into prac-
tice, as shown by the use of his own voice. In other words, one who
has, him or herself, had a successful artistic career; and added to all
this, one who possesses the power of imparting this valuable knowledge.

The question may reasonably be asked: “How shall we find such a
foney’ By their works shall ye know them.”

A pupil beginning a course of study which involves much time and
money should know that the instructor has successfully done the work
he or she wishes to do. [ say, successfully done the work, for many
have tried and failed through not having themselves mastered the
rudiments of singing, and as a means of livelihood turn to teaching
something in which they themselves have not succeeded.
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Then there are many students who come to New York from all over
the United States, and place themselves in the hands of an accompanist;
one who perhaps has done long service as accompanist in a vocal studio
to learn the art of singing! I have seen, not only in New York, but in

Mme. Sara Anderson as “Siegelinde.”’

London, Paris, Berlin, Milan—in fa, every large center where students
flock—many good instrumentalists, never themselves having sung a
tone, teaching the art of singing to large classes of pupils, their only
equipment being what they have heard or read about correct tone pro-
duction.
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No wonder, then, that in all parts of the globe one hears the sad tale:
“I have studied for years, but have not succeeded in learning how to
produce my voice correctly.” The above-mentioned instrumentalists
may, indeed, have a knowledge of tradition and of style in singing, but
it is of little use to decorate our house before we have laid its firm founda-
tion.

There are so many students and so few good teachers that one may
consider oneself favored by the gods if one falls into proper hands. I
have often been asked to touch upon my own career and to say with
whom I have studied. I have always considered myself most fortunate—
in fact, attribute my success to the fact—that I had for my first
‘nstructor, when but a girl of fourteen, that incomparable master, Oscar
Saenger, with whom I worked for three years before going abroad and who
guided my successful and busy seasons in the States from 1900 to 1903.
[ was fortunate, also, in having both Jacques Bouhy of Paris, and George
Henschel of London, take a special interest in my work during my
student days, and I cannot value too highly the assistance received
from Joseph Baernstein-Regneas, who guided my entire operatic career
in Europe and with whom [ placed every tone of the thirty-one operas
in my repertoire. 5

Upon my return to America I shall not miss a day, while in New
York, working either with Saenger or Baernstein-Regneas, as men like
these are a help and inspiration to one at any time of one’s career.

To sum up my remarks on “Who Should Cultivate the Voice?” an
old German saying seems apropos: It is something to this effect: “Never
go to the apprentice when the master is at home.”




“The Call of the Spirit”’ by Louis Potter.




Two Views of ‘“The Master Builder”’ by Louis Potter.

THE SPIRIT OF ART.

By LOUIS POTTER.
ART is old, but its spirit is eternally young. Therefore, the oppor-

tunity in this country for a reasserting of this divine youthful-

ness is tremendous---no traditions, no formulas, no stereotyped

school to hinder a full unfoldment, a full bursting forth of a
richness in art. With this unusual occasion we should be the more
exacting and almo$t impatient of all products that are reminiscent
of European conventions and classical models.

Our country is now largely burdened with this class of work. Such
works, however, will eventually fall into oblivion before the radiant
light of a new school that is bound to arise here if the proper encourage-
ment and nurturing are given to those children dowered by the gods
with the gift for creative work.

Naturally the works of the pas, and their relative values as placed
upon them by the passage of time, must remain our great object lessons.
We are only the more forced to the conviction that our art must express
the spirit of our day through the lens of our environment as has the art
of the days gone by through its environment.
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In looking back at sculpture, we notice that the highest expression
is never produced by what we term realism---a dominant modern char-
acteristic---but rather by an externalization of an inner thought or
feeling. The Greeks, so pre-eminently masters of form, and whom we
can never expect to excel for the pure feeling of its perfection, from
their standpoint that they expressed, were far from being realists.
So far removed were they from the literal copying of individual forms
that they used a regular formula of proportions which to their vision
made for the perfection of the human form. This became the national
proportional standard of beauty and has controlled the moulding of
the flowers of their civilization.

An interesting characteristic, showing how much less pagan they were
than our so-called Christian civilization is wont to attribute to them,
is the fact that a high-born Athenian wore no other badge of distinction
to denote his rank than a narrow purple band on the border of his robe.
The idea, of course, was that royalty of personality needed no material
trappings to make itself evident. Qur attitude today is unfavorable
by comparison. In fact, we are almost barbaric in the importance we
place upon richness of dress and ornamentation, and in the amount
of influence it has in our estimate of each other. This is realism so
extreme that the pendulum must soon swing in the other direction.

The mythology of the Greeks, so spiritually true of natural laws and
facts, gave them the inspiration for their sculptured gods and goddesses.
A world of idealism came into being, an idealism which is simply the
result of a constructive desire to always look ahead in the progress of
man. To thus objectively envelope with a halo the things of the mind
is the greatest assistant of evolution, and art should be one of the greatest
expressions of idealism. :

But our modern absorption in the intellectual intricacies of technique
has been so great that the wings of our inspiration have been clipped
and we have contributed in art very little to a hastening of our evolution.
One interesting test to a student if the general tendency in a movement
is from within outward, or purely external without the life of the spirit,
is that in all decadent and uncreative periods of art great attention is
paid to the elaboration of detail at the expense of the general effect.
In the thousands of marble figures turned out of the mill of modern
Italy, we find that the lace collars and head-dresses are far more con-
spicuously wrought than any intimation of soul expressed in the face.
But if we look back to the great periods, we find that the detail is second-
ary to the general conception as expressed in the large surfaces and simple
lines. Only art through the inner vision of her followers can thus ex-
. press herself. When the secondary dominates, the artist is not really
doing the essential thing in his work---his outer intellect is only amusing
itself with the alphabet of expression, but is expressing nothing from
the storehouse of the spirit.

Let us look a little more closely at the way in which a feeling of bigness
is expressed in works such as Michael Angelo’s heroic recumbent figures
for the tomb of the Medici. The first impression is one of large sweeps




“The Moulding of Man’" by Louis Potter.
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and noble, ample forms, stamped with a powerful impress from an
imaginative world. On examination, we find that the sculptor has
departed from a realistic portrayal of the human figure in one very
important respect. The wrists, the accents about the knees, the ankles,
are details made smaller in proportion to the rest of the figure than what
would be normal in nature. To accentuate this by contrast, there is
a tremendous Insistence on the largeness of the forms radiating from
these centres, so that the casual observer is struck with a feeling he is
looking upon a giant full of the poetry and grandeur of line. If, however,
the sculptor had realistically modeled the figure and had been more
of a literal portrayer of the facts of nature, he never could have raised
the thought of the beholder to a world of the beyond, to the people
never seen on land or sea. It is hard to realize that, by a device so
apparently simple as the altering of proportions, a result so tremendous
in emotional power can be obtained. It is self-evident that the inner
feeling of this bigness must have animated his soul, but his mastership
at expressing it so simply---and which he must have done consciously---
is only an evidence of how intimately are connected in the art of sculp-
ture the thought of the sculptor and the actual material, the kind of
material, from which the work is wrought. The very way a stroke is
made with a chisel on the stone or a thumb in the clay has its inner
significance. We may not be able to define it in words. But if we can
perceive it we get a more complete picture of the personal thought of the
artist.

The idea of this marriage of thought to material, and its resultant
offspring—a work of imaginative art—raises a veil of mysticism before
our eyes. We feel more than ever that there is some relation between
the marriage of living souls and bodies and between the union of our
thoughts with their means of expression. Again it forces the conclusion
through the channel of art of a conscious intelligence at work everywhere
in the relationships of nature. I suppose if we could increase our per-
ception we would see manifold new witnesses of this intelligent con-
sciousness everywhere around us. So the power of a statue to arouse
such thoughts becomes fraught with a spiritual significance.

All creative art, then, is in a sense symbolic, and this is especially
evident in sculpture in its highest form. The Creeks, as we have just
noticed, illustrated this in their expressed yearnings for beauty. We
find this same abstract portrayal of ideas and feelings in Michael Angelo,
but with a decidedly new element of movement and unrest that was
far removed from the repose of classic idealism. Now today what must
our symbolism in sculpture be to show our restlessness of spirit? Surely
not a gross imitation of the earlier work.

If there may be ventured a criticism why so much of our current
work of a symbolic character fails to interest the general observer, I
would say because the works as a class fail to present interestingly
clear ideas. Very seldom is there a conviction given to the beholder
that the artist had a new conception to express in a fresh way. Let
us take an example. Suppose a figure for a building is desired, called,
let us say, “Ecclesiastical Architecture.” It is expressed by anerect,
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stiff form, expressionless in poise and face, and holding in one hand a
miniature church. It is a curious comment on the modern point of
view of so many sculptors that they can possibly think that only the
merest external trappings, such as a miniature church and classical
drapery, could give to the work an animation. To one who can be con-
tent with this sort of thing, it is only the outside of the outside that he
can possibly see. For a work sufficiently interesting to persist adown
the ages, must be vitalized with an individual spark from the soul of
the artist. A few folds of drapery and a few conventional ornaments
in the hands are not sufficient. This sort of thing must leave the onlooker
unenthusiastic and he cannot but feel the artist has had no new impulse
or enthusiasm to record in imperishable stone. What excuse can there
be for such work with nature all around us forever surging with sugges-
tions for our inspiration, filled with the voices of God if we would but
heed?

The unlimited field for the expression of our ideas lies ahead. It
would be better to put a barrier between us and the past if the shells
of the past reach out and hold us back in an expression alien to our
times. We must be ever looking up to the clouds of light in the hope
that its rays will quicken in our souls its vital and ever new inspiration.
In such moments in our art, we can burst forth like a butterfly from'a
caterpillar These moments of awakening are the gems that stud the
pathway of life. In the making of a figure at such a time to represent
some idea, if we would only try to infuse into it the real spirit of the
:dea conceived, the result could not fail to reach the interest of men
who would pause and look, refreshed from their rush in the world.

This kind of art has a divine mission to man. In proportion as the
artist conceives highly and adequately expresses his thought, just so
much nearer is his work capable of raising his fellow-men to a higher
condition of consciousness. For each uplifting expression presented
to a man has, as I have said, a constructive value for his spiritual up-
building.

No doubt the struggle for success and the effort:to adjust our art
to practical conditions is at times almost too hard to bear. Still if we
can but once rise to a clearer perception where we can really objectify
an idea in form, and make the work glow with the enthusiasm of our
thought, we forget the shadows of the past and really feel we are the
heirs of a greater kingdom than that of the world.

There has never been a greater opportunity in spite of so much mate-
rialism than that which the present time offers for a fresh evolution in
expression. We are rapidly discarding creedal forms of religion and
questioning the conventional in every line of thought and work. There
has never been a time when a real desire to know the truth back of the
external has been more strongly expressed than now in our quest after
the unusual. This is only the outer aspect of the reaching for spiritual
light. This can and will give to art an opportunity and inspiration
never so strongly before felt in the world, and nowhere in the world
so focused as in America.

The spirit alone gives life, and life is eternally young.
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MISS JANE ADDAMS

c{HH/ISS JANE ADDAMS, head of Hull House, has an international

reputation as a philanthropic worker. She is a graduate of

Rockford College, class of 1881.

Miss Addams is a native of Cedarville, Stephenson County, Illinots,
where the family homestead is maintained. She received the degrees
of B. A. and LL. D. at Rockford College. After her graduation she
visited Europe and it was on this trip she received the inspiration that
was to gain for her an international reputation in looking to the needs
of the foreign element in the crowded centers of Chicago. She visited
the settlement houses in London and returned to America imbued with
the idea of founding a similar institution in Chicago. She unfolded
her plans to Mrs. Hull, and the result was that the Hull homestead,
an old-fashioned residence, was placed at her disposal for the time being.
Success crowned her endeavors from the outset and so pleased was Mrs.
Hull with the results that she gave the residence to Hull House settle-
ment.

In the twenty years of its existence, Hull House has grown tremen-
dously, and many additions have been made to the original structure.
It is situated in the heart of a large foreign population of which it is
the social center. :

Miss Addams is devoting her life to the cause of strangers in a strange
land, seeking to alleviate their conditions and gain for them an equal
footing in the unequal battle of life.

WOMEN OF BRUSSELS

The length of life of an average woman, in Brussels at least, is supe-
rior to man. Statistics show that:during the last two years the feminine
element has predominated in the Brussels population. In 1908 there
were only 7,884 boys in the Belgian capital between the ages of 10 and
15 and 7,903 girls of the same age. After twenty years the difference
increases in favor of the woman, and while Brussels only possessed 9,383
males of 20 to 25 years and 9,181 of 25 to 30 the, fairest half of the
human race was represented by 11,701 and 10,899 respectively.

This supremacy the feminine element keeps positively to the end,
at least as far as Brussels is concerned. We learn further that while
Brussels has only sixty-five men of 85 to 90 years and ten nonagenarians
only, she can count 184 women between the ages of 85 to 90, thirty-five
of 90 to 95 years, and six of more than 95 years.---Independence Belge.
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THE MEANING OF HUMAN
LIFE---A SOUL

By MARGARET ELSIE CROSS, M. A.

1, too, rest in the faith

That man’s perfection is the crowning flower

Toward which the urgent sap in life’s great tree

Is pressing—seen in puny blossoms now,

But in Lhe world’s great morrow to expand

With broadest petals and with deepest glow.
—George Eliot.

of the most significant is that of choosing the destiny of an

infant child. This ceremony in which only the parents par-

ticipate, occurs on the sixth day after the infant’s birth. The

room in which the child is sleeping is dimly lighted, writing materials

are placed upon the table, incense is burned and prayer offered. Itis

believed that there, amid the softened light and hallowed thought of the

quiet room, God descends and writes upon the forehead of the little boy

or girl the mission of its life. From that hour the child is supposed to
co-operate with God in carrying out its divinely appointed destiny.

While this ceremony may be considered superstitious, but few people
deny the truth of the concept which it represents. The belief in the
divine purpose of human life is almost universal. Both science and
history beautifully proclaim its truth, by revealing nature’s long and
ceaseless effort in the genesis of the human race and by recording the
ascent of human society from the savage state to the aggregated wonders
and triumphs of modern civilization.

To ascertain the purpose of human life and to determine how to use
it profitably are two great problems which for ages have presented them-
selves with undiminished interest to every thoughtful mind. For more
than six thousand years philosophy has tried to solve these problems,
but life, ever new, with its ever-changing days, months and years, each
freighted with new and varied experience and with possibilities for larger
growth and nobler purpose has ever eluded the solution.

Emerson, in his essay on Plato, has said: ““No one has ever yet
had even the smalle§t success in explaining existence. The perfect
enigma remains.” And the life principle, with its divine meaning and
purpose will ever remain “the perfect enigma,”’ for the human soul never
repeats itself. Life is progressive and can be comprehended only as the
mind unfolds. Even as the wise men at the feast of Belshazzar failed

? MONG the sacred rites of some of the oriental countries, one
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to read the mystic symbols on the wall, so the finite mind fails to com-
prehend, in all of its fullness, the message of the Infinite in human life.

Although impossible of ultimate solution, some interpretation of the
problem of life’s meaning enters, either consciously or unconsciously,
into the daily experience of every human being. Out of this varied
interpretation every question of human conduct has evolved. It is
that which determines our attitude toward life. It is that which shapes
our ideals and sets our standards of human worth and excellence. Some
interpretation of the meaning of life is relative to every individual effort
and attainment. It is the varying interpretation of this problem which
has moulded the educational systems of nations. When the aim of
life was subordination to capricious gods or to a despotic temporal
ruler, man was educated for tyranny. He was trained to be the slave
of priest or state. But as he slowly burst the bonds of mental and physi-
cal servitude and emerged into the realm of freedom, into an intelli-
gent, thinking and self-conscious being, he was no longer trained for
subordination, but for the dignity and nobility of individual liberty.
With every step of his progressive realization life assumed more dignity
and the will responded to a nobler purpose. Each new outlook of his
ascent was marked by a loftier educational ideal which served its purpose
by promoting a fuller revelation of the meaning and purpose of life.
And thus each successive age has carried on the work of progressive
revelation, till our generation is pre-eminent in its means for the dis-
covery and expression of man’s mission in this world.

But human destiny can be determined only by a knowledge of human
nature in the light which modern science has thrown on the origin
and nature of human life. Man’s conception of his mission has become
enlarged beyond even the prophecy of seer or the song of poet.  Shaks-
speare foretold more perfectly than he knew the conclusions of scientific
investigation when he said:

“We are such stuff as dreams are made on and our little life
Is rounded with a sleep.”

But let us analyze what “stuff dreams are made on.” Dryden says:
“Dreams are but interludes which fancy makes.” They are usually
considered as idle visions, strange vagaries and unreal schemes. But,
broadly viewed, they are the most vital, the most productive force in
mental life. They are feelings, aspirations, ideals, by means of which
all physical things are moulded as is clay in the potter’s hand. They
are the dynamic power through which all progress comes. They are the
material out of which everyone creates his own world. They are the
essential element of that creative energy by means of which the actual
ever reaches out after the unattained. And modern science reveals
the fact that from eternity this energy has been a steadfast force of trans-
formation, impelling all things onward in harmony with its dream.
Thru zcons of nebulous matter it reached out after a solid state and
evolved a great world system. From chaos it unfolded the naked earth
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into sublime beauty and harmony. Thru the uncouth forms and dim
sensations of animal life, with irrepressible longing, it reached upward
into the beauty of human body and the dignity of human brain. Un-
satisfied with even this fruition, it climbed up into spirit, up into love,
and brought into marvelous existence human homes and happiness,
earthly governments and laws. Its yearning still unappeased, it seeks
in an ever-broadening psychical life to satisfy its discontent.

Science, in its lagt analysis, has discovered the meaning of this infinite
yearning of the ages. The doctrine of evolution interprets the dream
told by the nebular hypothesis. It reveals the fact that away back in
the fire-mist---millions of years ago, when nebule condensed, cooled,
revolved into circles and threw off the first rings, which by the action
of mutual gravitation rolled into planets---nature was dreaming of
human life. It shows that when land and water appeared and the first
low forms of life emerged out of the mud and slime of that primeval
sea, nature still was dreaming of human life. And with the mysterious
and almost imperceptible ascent of life she continued to dream till a
form appeared with the crude beginning of a spine;—a feeble prophecy
of the nervous system. And nature developed the structure of that
form to meet the conditions of its primitive environment. She fashioned
eyes to see the waves of light which played over it and ears to hear the
sound waves which fell upon it. And the dream continued while forms
increased in number and complexity, up thru reptile, bird and mammal,
till at la&, in a supreme moment, life rose from horizontal to perpen-
dicular posture, and man, the new creature, stood firmly on his feet,
with hands left free for a nobler service, with intelligence in his eyes,
with vocal organs for expression and with the power to know, to feel
and to do.

In this beautiful story of science we read the meaning of the age-long
dream---a human soul with unrealized depths of wisdom and heights
of excellence: a soul crude and undeveloped at first, but endowed, thru
its long ascent with power to lift it from its savage state to the grandeur

and beauty of

Czsar’s hand and Plato’s brain,
The Lord Christ’s heart and Shakespeare’s strain.

[n the last scientific analysis then, of “‘such stuff as dreams are made on,”
human life becomes a divine spark of energy which springs from an In-
finite Source. The same energy or life which animates the human form
is resident in all forms. It is that which animates all living things.

The characterisitc attribute of this energy or life is the ceaseless
activity with which it reaches out after the unattained. This activity
is always attended with effort and often with fearful struggle and confli¢t,
in which the weaker organism succumbs ands dies. It is in this way
that nature performs her marvelous work of progress. The process of
growth is the story of a struggle for the realization of an ideal, and this
always means the breaking away of old relations that new and larger
relations may be formed. In the unconscious forms of the vegetable
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and animal kingdoms we call the ideal which governs growth, “law.”
It is in obedience to this “law’ or ideal that the plant attacks its en-
vironment, appropriates the elements of soil, moisture and sunshine
essential to its growth, and sometimes subdues or robs of their indi-
viduality other forms of plant life. It is by attacking and vanquishing
external substances in its progressive realization that the rose weaves
its garment of delicate tint and texture, the tree puts forth its branches,
leaves, swelling buds and fruit, the willow hovers near the river’s brink,
and the vine extends its twining tendrils for support.

Thruout the countless forms of life from plant to mammal, from the
lowest mammal to man, this struggle goes on unceasingly. The whole
economy of nature is permeated with a quest for something better.
The universe is an arena in which all things are engaged in perpetual
combat for the unattained. Every attainment reveals a new ideal
beyond and the endless struggle is renewed. Thus has life slowly climbed
upward from nebulz to the first whisper of nascent mind, upward thru
all the myriad moods of consciousness to the warring and aspiring soul
of man.

When regarded as a contest between unrelated, independent indi-
viduals, each battling for a temporary, selfish end, the destructive
“struggle for existence” with its unsatisfied longings, and its anguish
of suffering and dying organisms, brings murmuring and discontents
with nature’s law. But when we understand the unity of the world-
process, when we view the mystic forces of the universe as so many
diverse forms of one life, when we realize that each struggling organism
is a part of a progressive whole which advances in proportion to the
achievement of its parts, the profound significance of the perpetual
struggle is revealed.

With this conception of the activity of life, struggle and conquest
become the subtle method by which nature selects the strongest organ-
isms of each generation, teaches them to conform to the needs of their
environment and seeks to realize in ever-ascending creations her divine
dreams.

Walt Whitman, in his “Song of Myself,” thus graphically describes
nature’s steadfast purpose and untiring effort during the long unfolding
process:

I am the acme of things accomplish’d, and I the encloser of things to be.

My feet strike the apex of the apices of the stairs,

On every step bunches of ages, and larger bunches between the steps,
All below duly travel’d, and still I mount and mount.

Rise after rise bow the phantoms behind me,

Afar down I see the huge first Nothing, I know I was even there,

I waited unseen and always, and slept thru the lethargic mist,

And took my time, and took no hurt from the fetid carbon.

Long was I hugged close---long and long,
Immense have been the preparations for me,

Faithful and friendly the hands that have help’d me.
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Cycles ferried my cradle, rowing and rowing like cheerful boatmen,
For room to me stars kept aside in their own rings,
They sent influences to look after what was to hold me.

Before I was born out of my mother generations guided me,
My embryo never was torpid, nothing could overlay it.

For it the nebula cohered to an orb,

The long slow strata piled to rest it on.

Vast vegetables gave it sustenance,

Monstrous sauroids transported it in their mouths and deposited it
with care.

All forces have steadily employ’d to complete and delight me,
And now I stand on this spot with my robust soul.

It is in the unfolding process of the “‘robust soul” that we must look
for the meaning of human life.

Mr. John Fiske, in “The Destiny of Man,” has said: “Not the pro-
duction of any higher creature, but the perfecting of Humanity is to be
the glorious consummation of nature’s long and tedious work. % % x
When Humanity began to be evolved an entirely new chapter in the
history of the universe was opened. Henceforth the life of the nascent
soul came to be first in importance, and the bodily life became sub-
ordinated to it. Henceforth, it appeared that, in this direction, at least,
the process of zoological change had come to an end, and a process of
psychological change was to take its place. Henceforth along this
supreme line of generation there was to be no further evolution of new
species thru physical variation, but thru the accumulation of psychical
variation one particular species was to be definitely perfected and raised
to a totally different plane from that on which all life had hitherto ex-
isted. Henceforth, in short, the dominant aspect of evolution was not
to be the genesis of species, but the progress of civilization.”

History is the record of the psychological change, or the progress of
civilization. It traces the mental evolution of man from the savage
state upward thru the epochs of his development to the triumphs and
aggregated wonders of our present civilization. It shows us our far-off
progenitors cowering like slaves at the feet of nature, but clinging ever
to a vision of better things, gradually subduing like a king, slowly cul-
tivating and eliminating many brutal elements, till out of humanity
there shines the spark of divinity. History reveals, on the other hand,
varying degrees of individual and social development. Arrayed against
altruistic co-operation and mutual service are the savage egoism of
competition, the ceaseless drudge for gold, and discord, confusion and
and struggle, which attest that a large portion of the human race
has not yet evolved to a higher conception of life than that of
mere physical or material gain. The depressions, restlessness and
perplexities of our time prove the feebleness of moral in comparison
with physical life.
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But “the mills of God grind slowly.” The process of evolution can-
not be hastened. It was innumerable ages ago that nature began her
work of psychical evolution and mankind began to emerge out of ani-
mality into humanity. The process was at first feeble. The struggle
has been long and difficult but it has been a progressive conquest of the
physical by the higher nature of man. In the entire evolutionary pro-
cess there is “one God, one law, one element,” ever at work. As
struggle with what seemed an inimical environment was a necessary
condition in the physical evolution of man, so, in his moral and spiritual
evolution, attainment is possible only by the action of the same law.

John Fiske has said: “Could we raise the veil that enshrouds eternal
truth we should see that behind nature’s cruelest works there are secret
springs of divine tenderness and love.”

A great light is thus thrown upon the so-called dark enigma of evil.
Viewed as a necessary condition in the development of character, ist
educational value is apparent. It thus becomes what Browning terms it:
“The blessed evil out of which good is wrought.”

Considered in the light of the revelations of science and the records
of history, what, then, is the noblest interpretation that the race has
made of the meaning of human life> What is the largest vision of the
goal toward which we are tending?

The larger sympathy of the age, seizing with hope and love and longing
upon the dignity of man’s position today, proclaims that the meaning
of human life is to be found in man’s co-operation with God in the reali-
zation of an ideal humanity.

If we accept this view, every human being is a means for contributing
in his individual way to a higher humanity. Every human life, then
has an individual work to do which no other can accomplish, which no
other can even imitate or duplicate.

Interpretation of life and the divine need of individual service is
beautifully expressed by George Eliot in her poem, “Stradivarius’:

“My work is mine,
And heresy or not, if my hand slacked
I should rob God (since He is fullest good),
Leaving a blank instead of violins,
For God cannot make Antonio Stradivari’s violins
Without Antonio.”
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MRS. EDDY---THE WOMAN

By ANNIE M. KNOTT

anyone who has become known to the world through his or her

achievements, for the latter always seem to eclipse the former;

and yet it must ever be true that the achievements spring from
the personality; that what one does is the result of what he is. Long
ago the great Teacher said that a tree is known by its fruit, not
by its stem, its leaves, its branches or its root; and, whatever we may
choose to think or say, the test of the Master is inevitably the final
test for every human being.

Of Mary Baker Eddy much has been written by both friends and
foes; in all cases because she is the Discoverer and Founder of Christian
Science and the author of its text-book, “Science and Health with Key
to the Scriptures.” No one, however, can truly know Mrs. Eddy who
does not understand in some degree this Science to which she has devoted
her life, she herself having for long years given priority to her work
over all personal considerations, these receiving attention only when
their relation to this work was obvious.

It is not the purpose of the present article to deal with the question
of Mrs. Eddy’s earlier years, but to speak of her at her maturity, as
she appeared when actively engaged in the work of the Massachusetts
Metaphysical College, in the '80s, and also in later years. Her personal
appearance at that time was very remarkable. Although she was then
over sixty-five years of age, her hair was abundant and beautiful, of a
rich brown color, while her complexion was as fresh as that of a woman
of twenty-five, her figure erect and graceful, and her arms and hands
exquisitely molded. It would have been extremely difficult to have
guessed her age at this period, as there was a freshness not always seen
even in very young persons, but there was also a sort of mental maturity
to which few people attain, and that spiritual poise which is not swayed
by the passing of the yéars, but which betokens a reflection of the change-
less life of the Spirit. We have St. Paul’s word for it, that, when the veil
of material sense is taken away, those who behold the glory of the Lord
“are changed into the same likeness;” and while the primary significa-
tion of this likeness is undoubtedly that of mind and character, it must
also be expressed by the face, as in the case of Moses, when he caught
foregleams of man’s immortality in the holy mount.

It was the present writer’s good fortune to receive Mrs. Eddy’s per-
sonal instruction, and in those class days, sitting at Mrs. Eddy’s feet,
it was not difficult to believe what is recorded in the Bible of those who

7"1‘ is by no means an easy task to write about the personality of

Copyright 1910, by Annie M. Knott.
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were divinely guided in the olden time, for with rare spiritual genius
she lifted her students’ thoughts to the heights of inspiration, and never
was their credulity taxed by the inconsistent statement that what was
once true is so no longer. No! It was unchanging God and unchanging
law---the light growing clearer as men drew nearer to the ineffable
Presence, nearer to Truth and Love.

It is not possible to speak of Mrs. Eddy without referring to the
subject of religion, because she is by nature religious'in a most essential
and vital sense, yet there is in her character an entire absence of that
sanctimoniousness which is often mistaken for spirituality. Sometimes,
in her teaching, she would turn a flash of playful raillery upon some
materialistic dogma, only to leave the truth which it parodied more
sacred to her listeners, when it was stripped of the trappings of mere
belief. The keenness of her intuition made her quick to detect insin-
cerity, but there was an indescribable something in her analysis of her
students’ answers which made them, when in her presence at least,
desire to be, not merely to seem. To her, real things were real, sacred
things sacred, and shams merely the shadows which should vanish
before the light of Truth. Her acquaintance with the Bible was unique
in its character. Some passage, involving a deep moral question which
had escaped the notice of learned commentators, would be explained
by her, in response to a student’s question, in a never-to-be-forgotten
way, the spirit which ‘“giveth life” being with her the all-important

consideration.

Long ago King Solomon gave a fine word-picture of the ideal woman,
and among other things he said: ‘““She stretcheth out her hand to the
poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.” Before I had
the pleasure of knowing Mrs. Eddy I met in the West a lady who had
been in her home as a guest for over a year, and who had also been
taught by her gratuitously, and this at a period when Mrs. Eddy’s
means must have been very limited. This impressed me very greatly
at the time, and I was no less impressed by what the lady told me of
the spiritual sense of the Scriptures which she had gained under Mrs.
Eddy’s tuition. Later, when I myself met Mrs. Eddy, I was deeply
touched by her great human kindness. It was a bitterly cold morning
when I first met her, and, as I looked with some awe at the woman whose
teachings were even then revolutionizing the world’s thought, she said
in a kind, motherly way, as she took my hand, “‘Aren’t your hands cold?”
They were at that moment, but in an instant they glowed with a warmth
which was felt over the entire body, and with it came a sense of healing
which remained and left the sweet impress of Divine Love, God nearer
and dearer than ever before. Many years have passed since then, but
when in more recent times a guest in Mrs. Eddy’s home, I saw that
same loving-kindnéss expressed in her unusual consideration for the
comfort of her visitor. And not only is she thoughtful for those of her
household but who that has lived near her in later years does not
know of her goodness to the needy?
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We are all familiar with the adage, “Order is heaven’s first law.”
This law is most scrupulously obeyed in Mrs. Eddy’s household. The
cleanliness and order which find expression in every department of her
home life radiate from her pure and orderly thought. Not only is this
true of her home, but it is also true of the Christian Science churches
and reading rooms everywhere, her followers instinctively responding to
these characteristics of their Leader’s mentality and her teaching. Ex-
cellence in all work is the demand wherever her influence is felt, and
this demand is based upon the fac¢t that the ideal man has infinite capa-
bilities and possibilities, which all men may express in the ratio of their
understanding of God, infinite intelligence. Mrs. Eddy is deeply
interested in all that relates to the advancement of women, and this
interest was recently expressed in a generous donation to the New
England Woman'’s Press Association.

Not only does Mrs. Eddy insist upon order in all things, but she also
insists upon that which is of even greater importance, namely, purity
in thought, word, and deed, and absolute falthfulness to the marriage
covenant. - In the chapter on marriage in her book, “Science and Health
with Key to the Scriptures,” she says, “Home is the dearest spot on
earth, and it should be the center, though not the boundary, of the
affections” (p. 58). On the preceding page she says: “Chastity is the
cement of civilization and progress. Without it there is no stability
in society, and without it one cannot attain the Science of Life.” Mrs.
Eddy loves little children, and says, on page 62 of the same volume,
respecting them, “The entire education of children should be such as to
form habits of obedience to the moral and spiritual law, with which the
child can meet and master the belief in so-called physical laws, a belief
which breeds disease.”

Very few people understand why Mrs. Eddy lives in such seclusion
from the world. They fail to see that besides the ceaseless demands
of the movement which she has established, and which she directs, she
has the temperament of a spiritual seer, and this constantly impels her
to turn away from material things to spiritual realities. Without this
communion with the Divine Mind she could not have given to the world
Christian Science, nor had the ability to direct the activities of the
movement, ofttimes in the face of exigencies which call for more than
human wisdom and endurance. We may remember that the world’s
great spiritual thinkers had very often to withdraw from the “busy
haunts of men”’ to commune with the Divine Principle of the universe.
Victor Hugo says that “solitude generates a certain amount of sublime
exaltation. It is like the smoke arising from the burning bush.® A
wonderful lucidity of mind results which converts the student into a
seer, the poet into a prophet.” (The Toilers of the Sea.) Of course
solitude alone would never convert the ordinary mortal into a saint or
a seer, and it is not everyone who cares to be often alone with God and
himself. Jesus left his disciples and went up into a mountain to pray.
When his vigil was ended he came to them ‘“‘walking upon the sea,”
and stilled the storm which had hindered their progress. One who has

&
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the true motive in withdrawing from the world is not a mere visionary;
rather does he gain that “wonderful lucidity of mind” which can master
every human problem with “‘the wisdom that is from above.”

In the Bible we are told that “‘without faith it is impossible to please
Him (God)”’; and Chrigt Jesus demanded a vital faith on the part of
all who claimed to be his followers. Faith in God and in the power of
good may be said to be the chief characteristic of Mrs. Eddy’s whole
career. This faith has no relation to blind credulity, but instead springs
from her clear recognition of the eternal spiritual law and order which
were revealed in the so-called miracles of Jesus and his apostles, and
again brought to light in the healing work of Christian Science, a faith
which finds its fulfillment in the “works” that Jesus demanded as evi-
dence of discipleship. Nor is this faith separated from love in Mrs.
Eddy’s character and life. Hers is indeed the charity (love, the Revised
Version better translates it) of which St. Paul says that it “beareth
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things . . .
never faileth.” History offers no parallel to Mrs. Eddy’s patience with
detractors and calumniators, save the example of the Master, “who,
when He was reviled, reviled not again.” No one connected with the
Christian Science publications is ever permitted to reply to an attack
in any other way than that of Christian courtesy.

A student once asked Mrs. Eddy in class respecting some book. She
paused a moment, then said thoughtfully that we must test books and
people by their influence over us, and that as results might not appear
at once, great care was needed in the choice of both books and friends.
One at least of those present began to apply the test then given to Mrs.
Eddy herself and to her writings, the result being that their entire in-
fluence has been felt as a ceaseless stimulus in the line of spiritual en-
deavor and of worthy attainment in everything undertaken, and this
would assuredly be the verdict of the unnumbered thousands who know
this wonderful woman personally and through her teachings. It is this
which crowns her life today---a noble purpose grandly realized---the
vision clearer, the heights nearer, and to her apply Whittier's words:

Beyond a narrow-bounded age .

Stretches thy prophet heritage;

Through Heaven's dim spaces, angel-trod,
Through arches round the throne of God!
Thy audience worlds!---all Time to be
The witness of the Truth in thee.
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LACEMAKERS OF ASPLEY GUISE.
C~ﬁVERYWHERE in Great Britain and Ireland one finds attempts

being made to plant or to re-establish home and village industries.

Some are successful from a practical point of view; others are

not. Each one, however, is an effort in the right direction and
helps to establish an attitude towards handicrafts that finally must
result in better social and industrial conditions. But the real interest
lies in the discovery in England of a village industry that, unlike most
of the crafts, has never needed reviving, because for centuries it has
been carried on by the people as a means of livelihood; a hereditary
handicraft that has descended from mother to daughter, and that is
practiced more or less as a side issue, occupying the time that can be
spared from the work of the farm or the household.

This industry is the making of lace in Bedfordshire. It is said that
the craft was first introduced in the shire by Catherine of Aragon, and
the fact that most of the patterns are reminiscent of Maltese lace seems
to confirm the general belief. Whether or not it is true that the luckless
Queen of Henry VIII found employment for some of the spare hours
of her troubled life in teaching the art of lace-making to the peasants
in certain portions of her adopted country, it is at all events certain
that the people of Bedfordshire learned much about lace-making from
the French refugees who came over to England in large numbers some
generations later, and who were forced to eke out a living as best they
might by putting to practical use such of the French crafts as they
happened to know, for traces of this French influence, as well as of the
Spanish, are plainly discernible in the Bedfordshire lace.

Some of the most interesting of these laces are made in the little
village of Aspley Guise, which lies just outside the gates of the great
park surrounding Woburn Abbey, a country seat of the Duke of Bedford.
Aspley Guise is little more than a hamlet---just a handful of quaint
old thatched cottages in a more or less doubtful state of repair, but each
one nestles in a garden such as grows only in England; a genuine kitchen-
garden, where flowers, berries and vegetables grow sociably and closely
together, each inch of ground yielding its all. In these later years, the
center of the village life is the thriving little Agricultural School estab-
lished not long ago. This is a place where the farm lads and lasses of
the country around may learn the best and most modern methods of
farming, dairying, poultry-raising, bee-keeping and cookery. The
lace-making is rather scorned by the rising generation, although here
and there some daughter or granddaughter takes sufficient pains to
learn the ancient craft of the village; spurred to it perhaps by the praise
given by visitors to the exquisite laces that grow into being on the big
round pillow that is the special property of the old grandmother, and
by their admiration of the wonderful dexterity with which the quaint
carved bobbins are handled by the aged fingers---for in the village of
Aspley Guise it is the old grandmother in each household who makes
the lace. ---Katharine Bunnsr in Craftsman.
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The Achitvament of Tears

The Queen often weeps over tidings from South Africa.
—Madrid Newspaper.

We are sorry---yes--for a Queen who sighs
And whose lids release a rain,
But alas! for the wives’ and mothers’ eyes
And their pitiful and unceasing cries
For the men reported “slain.”

Let the Queen arrest the task that rives
Hearts that breathe the deepest groan,
For the doughty will that nobly strives,
Because it must, at such cost of lives
For a whim behind a throne.

From far plains of blood wan faces stare
And crave dumbly of the sky---

“Oh, the wives bereft of our tender care---
Oh, their fervent knees in futile prayer---
Oh, these crimsons---why, oh, why?”’

And their spirits soar in a quest to rise

To a Realm where all is known

And a King rates tears for the rended ties

Of poor, broken hearts---and the ooze that dries
In the eyes on a human throne!

Still the Abel waits in his smear of gore
And the earth cries out again,

But the solemn curse God spoke before
Gathers yet with an ever fuller store
And will smite the destined Cain!

Helen Pitkin Schertz.
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AMERICA’S OPPORTUNITY

By LUCIA AMES MEAD,
Chairman of the Peace and Abitration Dept. of the N. A W. S. A.

& (™AST summer Massachusetts was the field of a “war game” on

4 which the attention of millions was centered. This “game” for
which Americans, it was said, have been taxed $500,000, drew
but slight moral or serious comment from most citizens. It

evidently entertained them as if it were a pageant or football game.

Sixteen years ago such a scene as that to which our papers devoted
pages could not have been imagined as occurring on our coast. The
jaunty fashion in which it is discussed and taken as a matter of course
today in all our press, marks, as it seems to me, the degree of degeneracy
which we have reached in reliance upon steel and powder, instead of
law, to settle disputes between nations about facts or principles.

The game of killing supposititious foreign foes is beginning to fascinate
the American people. The “war game” is not practiced that men may
put down rebellion in our midst, as that might quite as likely train
rebels as defenders of their country. It is practiced that we may be
prepared to kill two classes of people, all of whom are at present our
friends: First, citizens of all nations of the world except three, with
all of whom we have up to date arbitrated all disputes; second, England,
with whom we have settled every question peacefully for nearly 100
years, and Mexico and Spain, from whom, as we well know, there can
be no attack, unless, for the second time, we force war on them.

Sixteen years ago, we had a small navy; we felt no danger; there
were no manceuvres or “‘war games’ that filled the minds of millions
with thoughts of war. Today we have increased our naval expenditure
600 per cent., and our military talk, suspicion and passion for rivalry,
several thousand per cent., yet we complacently reiterate that we are
“not a military people.” The serious thing 1s not the diversion of
$500,000 of the people’s taxes for a few days’ “‘game.” It is not even
the effect on the sham fighters. It is the attitude of the American mind,
and its startling failure to comprehend relative values; its readiness,
as Prof. Palmer has so recently illustrated, to be hoaxed; its naive
assumption that we are more respected abroad in proportion as we
develop this new timidity which our appalling increase of armaments
imply, and acknowledge that now only engineers and explosives can
save us.

No psychologist can estimate the pernicious effect upon the youths
of this decade of the nonchalent or gay assumption of their elders that
all this reversal of our former national policy is necessary.®f Object
lessons in red troops and blue troops are more impressive to the thought-
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less mind that any evidence of 100 arbitration treaties signed, or of
two Hague Conferences within ten years, or of the good will of other
nations. The “war game” fosters distrust and jealousy of other peoples.
Distrust must be sedulously encouraged if the money is to be forth-
coming. When no enemy exists, one must be conjured up to make the
costly outgo plausible.

The religious and patriotic press has no more religious or patriotic
duty at present than to save the public from being victims of the shrewd
scare game which is a necessary preliminary to “war games” and all
the newly emphasized forms of militarism. This scare game, as Dr.
Hale so impressively pointed out in one of his last letters, is a business
of certain very capable men who know perfectly well how to play on
the American public and get what they want. Some of them want a
market for steel and war equipments. Some of them want promotions:
some of them know how to write and draw clever pictures for the money
that will come from using themselves as tools of stockholders and ad-
vertisers who know what will sell. There is a growing number of these
people and they are persuasive. They are not all hypocrites. Some
are simply devoid of sympathy and perception and all knowledge of
substitutes for war.

It would frustrate their purposes should all Americans realize that
we could probably secure an arbitration treaty with every nation to
settle every dispute between us peaceably if we were ready to do it.
England was practically ready in 1897, and a treaty of large scope would
have been signed but for six Western Senators with combined consti-
tuencies smaller than the population of Chicago. A distinguished
French Senator has just informed me that France would probably be
glad to sign such a treaty with us and he wished a proposal for it might
be presented to England and France simultaneously by us. A German
judge has recently said that Germany is coming to believe that arbi-
tration may cover “questions of honor.” Recent inquiry in Germany
has led me to believe that Germany would readily wipe us as a danger
spot from her horizon if England and France did likewise.

It is, alas! as a danger spot that we are now beginning to be con-
sidered. Our peaceful purposes are no longer assumed as they once
were. Europeans are asking why we, of all people, need such defense.
A summer spent in Europe in study of problems relating to international
peace leaves me with the profound conviction that the United States
is in a position to accomplish more for the peace of the world than any
other nation, and that at present we are one of the three nations most
responsible for the perpetuation of the war system. The hope of the
world is in our country returning to its early leadership in methodsJof
rational national defense.




EXCELSIOR

By J. K. C.

HE. first step towards righting a wrong is acknowledging its
existence. The fault deplored, and desire to overcome it
strong---there remains, action.

Exercise strengthens faculty. Because a baby cannot take a long
walk he does not refuse to toddle; nor because he falls does he lie prone,
refusing to pick himself up in preparation for another attempt.

To be sure, his mind considers but one step at a time, and only later
does he learn that one step well taken leads to another, and that several
consecutive ones, interspersed with frequent falls and difhiculties over-
come, enable him to attain his goal.

Boston, with her “1915” movement not only projected, but well
under way, is worthy of emulation by individuals or cities, and may be
used as an inspiration in the first issues of this magazine.

The idea to one who has not investigated it may seem preposterous,
and the end aimed at unattainable. Many ideals seem so to some people,
and all ideals seem so to many people; but, if we grant our fir§t premise,
and return to it, can we not disprove the opinion of the majority?

Boston has been the pioneer in so much that is good that to sing her
praises is sometimes obnoxious. Boston today, however, is looking her-
self squarely in the face. She realizes she has much that is beautiful in
her environs, and, alas! much that is unbeautiful. She feels that now
is the time to change.

No city is more healthy than its unhealthiest part, so she is trying to
make sound the minds, souls and bodies of her people. She is regulating
health conditions, drainage, food supplies, especially milk and dairy
products; doing away with sweatshops; trying to have passed humane
housing laws preventing overcrowding and the building of tenements
without sunlight and fresh air; working for school playgrounds, and gar-
dens in which the individual effort of each child cultivates a legitimate
pride; and by co-ordinate efforts, of all the religious organizations, Jews,
Catholics and Protestants, endeavoring to bring relief to the sick, com-
fort to the aged, care to the orphan, and hope to the wrongdoer.

There are people who will want to stop before they begin rendering
aid along any of these lines, because growth will seem so slow, but as
“the infant creeps before it walks, and learns to lisp the accents of child-
hood before it speaks the language of old age,” so the day of small things
must not be despised.

Let our women all over the country ‘“‘hitch our wagon to a star,”” look-
ing ““up, not down; forward, not back; out, not in; and lend a hand.”

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This article is entered in club contest for best club paper.)
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THE CLUB MOVEMENT

By MARY I. WOOD
;{’ N this day of mingled enthusiasm and admiration over the growth

and development of the so-called woman’s movement, it may

be well to give a passing thought to that part of the movement

which has to do with more than one half million women in
America who are organized for the avowed purpose of aiding and
abetting the onward march of civilization in any and all forms---the
woman'’s club movement.

So swiftly has this movement gained ground---indeed so sudden
was its appearance and so rapid its development from the very first---
that not even the club women themselves, not to mention the mere on-
lookers, can fully comprehend the scope of its interests or the extent of
its influence. -

The club movement is not a fad, taken up only to be cast aside after
the newness has worn away, neither is it an echo of any similar move-
ment on the part of men. It is not a mere banding of individuals who
desire power or position, neither is it an organization for purely social
or economic purposes. On the contrary the club movement is but a
single phase of the whole scheme of evolution, a natural result of the
great moral awakening which marked the century through which we
have just passed.

The Nineteenth Century will go down in history forever stamped
with the mark of an aroused conscience which moralized and humanized
all nature. It demanded a broader human sympathy and a clearer
recognition of the rights of one’s fellowmen, and it placed a lasting
emphasis upon the value of freedom of thought and action for each
individual. It was also an era of unprecedented inventive and indus-
trial activity which completely revolutionized the economic world.
It “developed new duties and new responsibilities for woman as well
as®man. As a result of the invention of many labor saving devices,
woman found herself in a position more difficult and more unreal than
did man. The latter absorbed many lines of work hitherto performed
by women, and added to the number of his hours of labor and to the
perplexity of his soul, but the routine of his life went on somewhat in
thesame old way. He arose, breakfasted, went to his work, came home
to his family at noon or at evening after a day full of necessary mental
and physical activity, dined, spent the evening in some form of relaxa-
tion and slept the sleep of satisfaction. He was weary body and worn
in spirit, but the foundations of his life were in no way shaken.

Woman, on the contrary, found her daily occupation taken from
her. The factory and workshops, “the butcher, the baker, the candle-
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stick-maker,” as well as almost every other form of industry, had invaded
her home, and had taken therefrom the tasks which had hitherto been
her very life, and had left in place of them a strange and unknown pos-
session---that of liesure time---which must be filled with new activities
under entirely new conditions, if she was to continue to be man’s help-
mate.

In addition to this, she, along with man, had been touched with the
quickening of the moral and spiritual life of the times. Out of a dark-
ened, heavily-laden past, came a cry for more light on the part of women
and men alike. As the light dawned and her eyes became somewhat
accustomed to it, woman saw clearly that with every moment of liesure
time and every dollar of accumulated wealth there was also for her
an added moment and measure of responsibility. Woman’s first cry
for light was answered by the gradual opening of the doors of educa-
tional institutions and co-existent with this broadening of educational
opportunities came an eager seeking after knowledge by women who
were debarred from these opportunities. Especially noticeable was
this on the part of older women who sought, not the academic branches
of learning, but rather a knowledge of life and its many avenues of
usefulness, which should enable them to live with, as well as for others.

Such desire naturally brought together “qualities rather than per-
sonages.” Groups of earnest women were formed in which not riches
nor position, but wealth of sympathy, of ideas, of fine aspirations, and
eagerness for service formed the criterion.

In this way the woman’s club was born. In this way it attracted
the finet moral and intellectual women in each community. The
growth in membership has been remarkable since from a few hundred
of a quarter of a century ago there has sprung a membership which is
roughly estimated at 800,000 at the present time. . With this growth of
numbers there has been a tremendous growth of interest.

From the study club, styled somewhat facetiously by opponents,
the “middle aged woman’s university,” to the social service club seems
a long stride, but in reality it is but a steady advance along lines laid
down by the founders of the earliest clubs, since we find in the declara-
-tion of the principles of the pioneer clubs, statements to the effect that
they were destined “not to be purely literary, charitable, philanthropic,
educational, reformatory, religious nor recreative, yet to partake of all
these qualities in combination.” -

Owing to the fat that, unlike mos$t organizations, the club does not
stand for any single principle either of construction or of destruction,
it is difficult to estimate in hard figures or cold type, how far the move-
ment has progressed in its endeavor to carry out the hopes of its founders.
Unlike most organizations, the club movement is an auxiliary movement,
and works to assist, rather than to inaugurate, necessary reforms. For
this reason, many persons of intelligence who are unfamiliar with its
methods, fail to see the results which are everywhere evident to the
workers.
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In the unwritten history of every community in which a woman's
club exists, great credit for social service work belongs to that club,
even in those cases where nothing monumental has been accomplished
To illustrate this point a few questions may be asked of every unbeliever

Is it of no importance to the adult education of a community that a
lecture course be conducted each year, bringing to the community
persons of talent and importance, who would be heard by the people
in no other way? Educators, library workers and students of sociology
tell us that the public lecture course quickens the interest of the com-
munity along lines of public import and culture better than any other
single agency, and it is difficult to find an organized club anywhere
which does not have as a feature of its work each year a lecture course
which is free or admits the public at merely a nominal price.

s it of importance to the country that there should be Juvenile Courts
which shall save to the nation thousands of young boys and girls who
would otherwise become adult criminals? Yet even the ablest oppo-
nents of the woman’s club movement grant that the Juvenile Court
is the produc, to a very large degree, of the work of the club women.

Is it of benefit to a nation that it have a pure food bill? Those in
authority admit that the National Pure Food Bill in the United States
was greatly aided, if not virtually secured, by the nation-wide agitation
by the club-women for months preceding its passage. :

Is there any virtue in the campaign against child-labor?> The club-
women of every section of the country have bent their efforts to help
in the fight again$t this shameful misuse of child life.

Is an educational campaign worth while? Scarcely an individual
club exists that has not made its influence felt along educational lines
and kindergartens, manual training schools, vacation schools, scholar-
ship funds, and other forms of educational progress mark the work of
every State federation.

Is the warfare against tuberculosis a benefit to the American people?
Thousands of dollars are being raised at this present writing, an
millions of persons are being informed concerning the need and value
of this work by the health committees of club-women.

Are clean streets and beautiful parks of value? Club-women are
working for them.

Are rest-rooms and lunchrooms good for working women? Club-
women are establishing them.

Is medical inspection in public schools necessary? The club-women
are bringing this about in very many localities. :

Are visiting nurses public benefactors? Club-women are supplying
them in many cities and towns. "

Are pure milk and water supply beneficial> The pure food com-
mittees of the clubs believe that they are and are striving to secure
them. :

Is meat and market inspection a step in the right direction? Through
the efforts of club-women such inspection is having satisfactory results,
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Are traveling libraries valuable? There are many thousands of books
traveling, because of the club-women, through sections where there is
practically no other means of obtaining reading matter.

In such ways as these, and in many other similar lines of social service
work, the club-women of today are demonstrating that they form one
of the greatest, if not indeed the greatest, organized agencies for the
betterment of present conditions.

Without martial music or dress parade, seeking no glory for them-
selves, but with the watchword, “Service,” deeply graven on the hearts
of its members, a mighty army of club-women are marching steadfastly
towards the front ranks of civilization, and each year, finds a greater
number of earnest women working together for the bet interests” of
humanity.,

By Comparison

To truly know thy virtues, friend,
And ev’ry noble trait thou hast,
Thy frailties let me comprehend
And kundred good and ill contrast ;
For error seen and understood
Is half an error half subdued.

Never lenient, fault-acquitting,
Justly would I praise or blame ;
Not with partial heart permatting
Unwatched sparks to kindle flame.
An error seen, and unsubhdied,
Is grievous error thrice accrued.

I would not always praise the good
And spurn those hearts proclaimed impure ;
Our lives are so misunderstood
The purest soul is insecure.
Purity in a world like aurs
Is like a Uily “mongst nettle flow’rs.
—Robard Emmet Taq Cinneidig.
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EDITED BY
EMMA M. CHURCH,
Director of the Chicago School of Applied and Normal Art

EDITOR’S NOTE
@ HE. columns of this department will be devoted to the presenta-

tion and discussion of all phases of the space arts, such as

architecture, sculpture, painting, decoration and the adaptation

of its principles to handmade or machine-made things, with,
at the psychological moment, a reference to relevant subjects.

Beauty and sincerity of purpose will ever be regarded as the essential
principle of all that is worthy of the name ““Art,”’and, next in importance,
adaptability to purpose and a skillful and sympathetic use of the artist’s
mediums. All that appears will be admitted solely for the reason that
it merits consideration. Preference will be given to the accomplishments
of women if their work reaches the highest standard.

Announcement will. be made of the notable books that are being
published from time to time, with an occasional review of the best of
them.

A small part of the space in each issue will be devoted to pertinent
queries and their answers. You are invited to ask questions relative
to anything that comes under the province of this department. Such
questions must be signed with your own name under which your address
must appear. Only your initials will appear in the magazine.

Address these queries to the Editor of the Arts and Crafts Department
of the Woman'’s Era, New Orleans, Louisiana.

* k3K

ART SITUATION TODAY

Since the beginning of human activities, the arts have developed
naturally as the sympathetic medium through which the history of
man’s inner life is revealed.

Man alone, of all animate creation, seems to have the power of re-
flecting upon all that comes within his experience, be this of either an
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inner or external nature. Any form of experience demands an expression.
Of man’s reflections and his necessity of expression is art born.

So perfectly does art parallel and mirror this inner life, that it is a
confession that completely reveals, to the understanding beholder,
the very soul of its creator, never hiding a limitation or exaggerating
an exaltation.

We can read perfectly in the art of the Hebrews, the Egyptians, the
Greeks, the Romans, what their most cherished hopes and ideals were.

Hebraic. literature contained all that could be bodied forth in words,
of what its authors felt and lived in the deepest recesses of their souls.
No art language was, for thefh, so befitting as literature for their exul-
tant praise of Jehovah or their lamentations over the shortcomings of
men or their prophecy of the wearying of Divine patience and Jehovah's
righteous wrath.

Hebraic religion and Hebraic art were one, as were also Egyptian
art and religion. :

The ancient Egyptians, seeing the ever-recurring overflow of the
Nile and the attendant reawakening of all vegetable life, may have
understood this rhythmic periodicity in the life of their mighty river
as only a correspondence with what would occur in their own experience.
After the sleep of death, they reasoned, their souls might likewise
return to inhabit their old bodies. Hence their effort to preserve the
very body itself, and to intrust it to time-defying stone, piled in the
massive structures of the pyramids. - Alas! they counted not on the
vandalism of succeeding generations, whose lack of sentiment and
veneration for the best that an earlier brotherhood knew, made it pos-
sible for them to desecrate these tombs and scatter their mummies over
all portions of the globe.

What more enduring means could have been chosen than an archi-
tecture of the massive proportions of the Egyptian buildings to enshrine
their mummied bodies and to proclaim to the world the glory, pomp
and magnificence of its kings?

The Greeks, whose civilization produced Homer, Socrates and Plato,
Phidias and Praxiteles, and Calicrates, were the first of the people of the
western world to dream of ideals and to worship an elusive beauty whose
essence they sought to incarnate and perpetuate in an architecture,
sculpture and literature that are still the marvels of the world. So subtle
is their use of heavy, massive stone, that it seems to melt away and to
become the very essence of the artists’ dream. The Winged Victory
is not a human figure in wind-blown drapery, hewn out of stone, but
rather the spirit of mighty accomplishment, whose purpose is mightier
than all opposing gales, whose upward aspiration is but stimulated by
them. It is'a spiritual presence at the same time so noble and so en-
nobling that its concrete form is as nothing.

Rome, the next in the succession of nations to wield a mighty influence
over the world, was a nation that lived not in an ideal sphere, but was
rather one consumed by an ambition for power over the temporal world,
giving much more thought to military conquest, pomp and luxurious
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indulgence in the pleasures of the senses than to flights of the spirit.
An examination of its art reveals this mirror plain. No longer do temples
and statues of the gods predominate, but rather palaces, places of amuse-
ment, baths and other secular structures. Buildings are built on a
larger and more magnificent scale, but with much less refinement of pro-
portion and dignified restraint in design.

Among the spoils of war were many art treasures of Greece and Asia
Minor, and when those were not sufficient for purposes of decoration,
being without any creative artistic impulse, the Romans either copied
in a grosser mold the decorative art of the Greeks, or overloaded sur-
faces with forms in imitation of nature.

Military supremacy, magnificence, bodily comfort and pleasure, have
been indelibly written in the art of Rome, and we cannot but believe
that they were the predominating impulse of this practical people.

Thus might we analyze the art of all the nations and we should find
the keynote to their ideals and aspirations, and likewise we may find the
very shrine of an individual in what he puts into his music, his painting,
his literature, even in the way he expresses himself in the things that
he chooses for his use. ‘

If we accept as our definition of art that it is an expression in painting,
sculpture, the handicrafts, or what not, of what the artist regards as
beauty, we must at once see that what each regards as beauty is his
own personal interpretation of life.

Thus, one who lives entirely in the plane of his senses will cherish
form for form’s sake. He will declare that there is nothing more beauti-
ful than objective nature. He will demand the minutest study of anato-
mical construction, truth to the texture and color of the skin, accuracy
of light and shade and correct representation of all that form offers
to the sense of sight and touch.

This realist, as he chooses to term himself, will also demand all of
these things of the decorator. He will revel in the sculpture that can
make marble look like lace. He will select the china, the wall paper,
the carpet, that has nature “drawn well”” in its decoration.

Being dependent upon his senses, he is likely to have little imagination,
and it will not occur to him that any new styles of architecture could
be evolved out of modern life and modern needs, so he will content
himself with a truthful copy of the Greek, the Renaissance, or of some
other time-honored type. Bouguereau and Rosa Bonheur are among
the great modern realists.

The one who lives more exclusively in his intellect will be less punc-
tilious about the details of form, if his art illustrates something, if it
is an historical, allegorical or realistic narrative.

His heart will go out to the mural decoration that says to him, “It
was In the golden glow of sunset that we lazily floated down the river’s
silver stream,” etc. He will not worry if the picture makes the wall
retire into atmospheric distance, so long as it gives him something to

think about. He will love the art of the pageant, that tells him a story
of old. :
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Some great examples of this art are to be seen in the “Holy Grail”
decorations in the Boston Public Library, by Abbey, and those of the
“History of Religion,” by Sargent, in the same building.

The third type regards his loftier, more spiritual emotions as the
highest aspect of his being. For him paint, canvas, stone, form and
thoughts must not be more evident than is the vibrating string or reed
to the musician. They must not assert themselves, but their sole function
must be to vibrate the spiritual essence of the artist’s message. Such
an artist, in painting a portrait, will choose, through the subtlety of his
color and the arrangement of his lines and values, and their adaptation
to the canvas, to portray the spiritual atmosphere of his sitter, rather
than to copy the features as the camera might catch them and to add
to this the actual local color that may be present. The details of the
drawing will be subordinated to'this subtler language.

This idealist knows that there is a correspondence between certain
color, line and value arrangements and certain of our emotions, just
as there are emotions that respond, respectively, to the tone relations
of the minor and major keys in music.

To this class belong the great Whistler, Puvis de Chevannes and
Rodin, and many of the masters of Japanese art.

If each person is a law unto himself as to what he regards as beauty,
have we any standard by which we may safely say that this is higher
or that lower? We have only the standard that has been set by the
world at large, which has chosen out of a limitless product a few price-

less treasures that are known as masterpieces, and the conscensus of

opinion that has called a few of the world’s artists, masters.

Almost without exception that which is immortal and universal in
spirit is that which the world worships. It is only the music of the
inner temple that endures. All that is on the material plane vanishes
as the body does. All that springs from the intellectual plane alone,
loses its interest, for the reason that what we think to be true today
is not true tomorrow, because our power of thought is ever widening
and ascending. But all who have sought the great spirit of the eternal
goodness, truth and beauty have ever found it and have not been content
till they have incarnated it in an expression so nicely attuned to the
spirit that the medium and form of expression lose their own identity
in the glory of their mission. The idealist worships the spirit of nature,
whereas his materialistic brother loves its manifestation in form.

It is always true that the masters have not only been mighty in their
spiritual insight, but also have possessed great intellects and have had
as perfect a knowledge of form as a poet must have of words.

According to the standard of the ages, how does the art of modern
times measure up?

Should we be subjected, today, to a searching scrutiny of our art,
how would we be classed, with Greece or with Rome?

Have we not testified in our buildings, our pictures, our sculpture,
our decorative art, as it might be seen in any of our great cities, that,
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first, we are a hustling commercial people, interested mostly in getting
wealth and seeking relaxation in amusements that do not demand too
much mental effort?

In general terms, leaving out of the question the leaven of a few
exceptions that are our hope of something better to come, our painting
and sculpture, architecture and decorative art are still on the Imitative,
materialistic, or, at best, on the intellectual plane.

Recently this realization has come to many artists, both in Europe
and America, and a conscious effort has been made to evolve a new art.
Notable among these efforts are the secession movement in Germany,
L’art Nouveau in F rance, the so-called Arts and Crafts Movement inj-
tiated by Morris, and that of Brangwyn and his followers in England.

The reverberations of all of these have been felt in America, where
some very creditable and serious work is being done in the various crafts
by skilled and artistic workmen.

It is interesting to trace the inspiration of this consciousness that
something is lacking in our art, back to the influence of the Japanese
paintings, color prints, and the marvelous work of their wood carvers,
acquerers, potters, weavers, stencil cutters and metal workers. The
course of reasoning may have been, “These things are exquisite, their
art is first of all a decorative art, let us make ours so.” The results have
been just what we might expec from a conscious effort to create a new
art. They are about as convincing as the poetry that would be produced
by one who had committed to memory the rhythm and rhyme of the
sonnet, and said to himself casually, “I guess I will write a sonnet
today.”

We persistently fail to realize that the Japanese have, like the Greeks,
been for generations adorers of the beautiful. They have worshipped
at the shrine of the spirit of nature until it has pervaded all their thought
and all their lives. They could not, if they would, have made their
art other than it is. The frog and the nightingale must each sing what
he is,and the frog’s song would not be like the nightingale’s even though
he borrowed his throat. The form of expression is not art any more
than a throat is a song, or than meter or words are poems.

We are getting the cart before the horse.

Ages before anyone discovered that such a thing as lyric existed,
birds had been singing in its rhythm. The inspiration was the first step,

and the suitable form followed spontaneously and inevitably in perfet

Our new art, if it is to be anything greater than an empty form or
fleeting thought, must come from him who like the skylark that “at

unpremeditated art.”
We must know that the quality of art is never finer than the quality
of the life that creates it.
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The following is a list of books recently leaving the press that will be
especially significant to those interested in the study of art:

“Dutch Painting in the Nineteenth Century.” By G. Hermine
Marius. Translated by Alexander Teixeira de Mattos. London;
Alexander Moring, Ltd. The De la More Press.

“China.” By Mortimer Menpes; text by Sir Henry Arthur Blake.
Imported by Macmillan Company.

“French Cathedrals, Monasteries and Abbeys, and Sacred Sites
of France.” By Elizabeth Robbins Pennell. Illustrated by Joseph
Pennell. New York; The Century Company.

“Romantic Germany.” By Robert Haven Schauffler. Illustrated
by German artists. The Century Company, New York.

“The Story of Dutch Painting.” By Charles H. Caffin. The
Century Company, New York.

“The Water Colors of J. M. W. Turner.” The John Lane Com-
pany, New York. :

“Beautiful Children.” Immortalized by the Masters. By C.
Haldane McFall. With 50 reproductions in color from famous
paintings. Dodd, Mead & Company, New York.

“The Decoration and Furniture of English Mansions during

the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries.” By Francis Lenyon.
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York.




From Sterograph Copyright by Underwood & Underwood, N. Y.

A farmer’s family making hay in a sunny freld between the mountains;

Roldal, Norway.
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“Economics deals especially with the mutual relation of economies of all kinds,
private and public. It is chiefly, if not exclusively, a science of human relations, and
without these relations could not exist.”

: ““Economics is the science which treats of those social phenomena that are due to
the wealth getting and wealth using activities of men.”
~

““Economics deals with man’s efforts to earn a living. i

Outlines of Economics (Richard T. Ely.)

HE material and industrial phenomena of society have their
basis in man’s fundamental need of food, protection and
companionship. It is easy to conceive how, in the very begin-
ning of human existence, these simple physical needs required

the appropriation of wealth and gave rise to the phenomenon of
property. Through associated economic activity, new needs and
desires developed, which in turn, have led to higher forms of
social activity, but the original personal needs have ever re-
mained the strongest and mo$t universally potent, and today
they are still fundamental. They are as potent to rouse the civilized
man to activity as they are to rouse the savage to obtain food and shelter.
Upon these needs the whole industrial fabric depends. They have called
into being stupendous economic institutions and have united the world
into one vast society for the production and interchange of goods. “It
is probable,” Morgan says, “that the great epochs of human progress
have been identified, more or less directly, with the enlargement of
the sources of subsistence.” The gradual increasing complexity in
economic conditions and methods has been accompanied by profound
changes in the whole social structure.

One of the most prophetic and important changes is the growing
self-consciousness among the wage-earning class, their fuller recognition
of economic solidarity and the development among them of the fraternal
spirit.

A striking illustration of this change is found among the working
women of England who are rapidly joining organized labor. More than
200,000 of them are now enrolled in the labor organizations, struggling
for living wages. >
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CONDITIONS OF THE BRITISH WORKING WOMEN

In the fearful condition of the English working women may be fou‘nd
an explanation of the suffrage movement in that country. Recent
investigations show that the average weekly earnings of working women
all over England are only one dollar and seventy-five cents. Thousands
of these women earn only from sixty cents.to one dollar and ten cents
a week. In the city of London there are thousands of starving women
who cannot secure work and have no income. A careful English author-
ity states that in London alone there are two million English people
who have no employment and are without income. While conditions
among the factory women of the United States are not so deplorable
as among the English working women, we are in no position to boast.
Wage statistics of the working women in our own country reveal in too
many instances fearful poverty conditions and deprivation of the neces-
sities of life.

The wages of working women all over the world prove that the financial
situation of women cannot be left entirely to men. It is only by amicable
union and organization among themselves that the women of our own
and other countries can realize better commercial prosperity.

Jane Addams and other workers for the weal of womankind employed
in factories are bending every effort to keep upon the statute books
of Illinois, the laws prohibiting the employment of women more than

‘ten hours a day. They have brought out much evidence to show that

more efficient service is rendered, that fewer accidents occur, and less
“spoiled work” follows the shorter days work. Much credit is due
Miss Josephine Goldmark, the publication Secretary of the National
Consumers’ League, for a statement covering an investigation of foreign
conditions under which women work in industrial establishments.
Statistics are given to show that the mortality among working women
is higher than among other classes and higher than among working
men. On this subjet Dr. Rachel Yarros, of the Chicago Woman's
Club, says, “the perpetuation of the race depends upon an improvement
in working conditions among the poorer classes; maternity is detri-
mentally influenced by long working hours: only by the adoption of a
ten hour working law can the women of the working classes reach a
physical state that would insure proper conditions for the perpetuation
of the race.” The championship by such women of this good cause surely
augers well for the retention of the ten hour law.
* % %

THE PRICE OF STAPLE COMMODITIES

What relation exists between the price of staple commodities con-
sumed in Washington, D. C., and the cost of producing them is a problem
under investigation by the women of that city. The work of inquiring
into prices and the cost of living at present as compared with six or
twelve months ago constitutes a part of their inquiry. The work is well
organized and it is hoped that the reports of these women will reveal
some interesting facts.
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IVIC consciousness seems-awakened in the women of America
today as never before, many women having come to the realiza-
tion of the apparent truth that “city-keeping is closely allied
to housekeeping.” Great results are following in the wake of the

united efforts of our intelligent philanthropic women who are working
in a determined way for better housing, cleaner streets, more well
planned and properly managed playgrounds, beautiful parks, trees,
bridges, statuary, etc.; in fact everything that makes for more ideal
surroundings.

We have lived to learn the subtle effect of environment which uncon-
sciously moulds our temperaments and makes of us creatures happy
and contented, or otherwise. How absolutely essential, then, that every-
thing possible should be done to bring about these ideal conditions,
especially for the children whose welfare it is our first duty to safeguard.

Let every woman promise herself that the year so young will not
grow old without finding her taking an active interest in bringing about
the realization of the dream which has long moved in the minds of men---
the dream of the “City Beautiful.”

% % *

An interesting account of the good work accomplished by the Chicago
club-women in “‘municipal housekeeping” is given in the Chicago Post
of recent date. It quotes Horace McFarland, the eminent civic authority,
who has said that the major portion of civic and neighborhood work
throughout our country has been done by women. It says further,
speaking of the plan of organizing the various local circles:

“A popular method of effecting an organization begins with the as-
sembly of interested persons at the house of a member of the Woman'’s
Club of a particular district. This is followed by a mass meeting of
citizens called for a hall or church, when the improvement association
is organized. It is incorporated, and the entire population of the dis-
trict—men, women, children—are represented. In each case the work
is to aid the efforts of the city, and to make the district more habitable
and a nearer approach to an ideal setting of American homes. :
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“The benefits to the city of these voluntary organizations cannot
be measured, but a permanent value is shown'in the better enforcement
of sanitary laws, the smoke abatement, cleaner streets and garbage
regulations.”

* %k ock

THE COUNTRY STATION AND BEAUTY

Among the interesting papers read at the convention of the American
Civic Association at Cincinnatj was one by a woman landscape gardener,
Mrs. McCrea, who has devoted herself to the beautifying of railroad
stations and their immediate surroundings. “Art and the Railroad”
was her topic, according to the Chicago Record-Herald, a strange one
at first sight, but full of significance to those who happen to be conver-
sant with the facts back of it. In a great city the railroad station as a
“gateway” presents one set of problems, from which dignity and beauty
of design and form are by no means excluded. In the small country
town or village the station is apt to be looked upon as something rather
useful than ornamental, and in thousands of places any shanty ‘“‘does”
as the railroad “depot.” Yet nothing is so pleasing and so sure to command
admiration as a pretty, appropriate country station, with clean, well-
kept grounds, grass and flowers. Along our north shore one or two
such stations never fail to elicit exclamations of surprise and delight
from travelers. They seem to form part of the landscape, to proclaim
the loveliness, peace and charm of the country. Such stations and grounds

who are regularly employed for the work by railroads. Undoubtedly
the railroads, in spite of their smoke and dust, can do something for art
in the regions far removed from picture galleries and monumental
structures. They are undertaking more and more to teach scientific
farming, and they can do something for landscape gardening and the
cultivation of love of harmony and simple beauty.

* ok sk

The club-women all over the ccuntry are taking active measures
for the abolishment of the billboard, urging that it mars the scenery,
shuts out the light and offers a place for the mischievous boys who have
no regard for the property rights of citizens.

Club-women in Cambridge appealed to headquarters themselves, and
showed that their idea of asking the advertiser was a solution of the
problem. In some places the women have shown that they would not
patronize firms or articles advertised on the bill-boards. While every
woman believes in the proper way of advertising, she has the right to
give her opinion that the bill-board is unsightly in every respect and
should be eliminated,
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This, Books can do, nor this alone: they gwe

New views to life, and teach us how to lwe;

They soothe the grieved; the stubborn they chastise,

Fools they admonish, and confirm the wise.

Their aid they yield to all ; they never shun

The man of sorrow, nor the wretch undone.

Unlike the hard, the selfish, and the proud,

They fly not sullen from the suppliant crowd,

Nor tell to various people various things,

But show to subjects what they show to kings.
—Crabbe.

I HE Nobel prize for literature, given each year by the Svenska
Academien, has this time been bestowed upon a woman---
Selma Lagerlof, a native of Sweden. This prize is 150,000 krone,
or $40,000, and is awarded “to the person who shall have
produced in the field of literature the most distinguished work of an
idealistic tendency during the year immediately preceding.” Among
the writers previously honored have been Kipling, who received it last
year; Bjorson, Mommsen for his Roman history, and Sully Prudhomme,
for his lyric poetry.

Miss Lagerlof is the author of “The Sage of Gosta Berling,” ““Jerusa-
lem” (both novels), as well as numerous short stories, nearly all of which
have been translated.

Miss Lagerlof is the third woman to be honored with a Nobel prize.
In 1963 Madame Curie shared one with her husband and M. Bec-
querel for her discoveries in connection with the radium ray. In 1905
the prize for the greatest contribution to the cause of international
peace was awarded to the Baroness von Suttner, an Austrian lady,
whose book, “Ground Arms,” made a deep impression throughout the

world.
% kK

There has been much discussion of late, apropos of Dr. Eliot’s “five
foot of books,” which, according to him, contain the essentials of a
liberal education. The discussion and criticisms have not been left,
as is usually the case, to the critics and “‘those having authority;” readers
of all classes, ages and descriptions have added their voices to the clamor
raised, each striving to make known his particular views as to which
books shouldtbe included in the “five foot” list. ‘
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Miss Sarah E. Doyle, a Southern teacher, now comes forward with
the assertion that the “bookshelf of Dr. Eliot presupposes an amount
of culture the average student does not possess.” She then proceeds to
recommend a ‘“‘shelf” of reference books to aid in understanding and
appreciating the Eliot library. The following are recommended: A
Standard Dictionary; “Dictionary of Phrase and F able,” Brewer; “The
Reader’s Handbook,”” Brewer; ‘“Familiar Allusions,” Wheeler: “Handbook
of Legendary and Mythological Art,” Clement: “Globe Pronouncing
Gazeteer of the World,” published by Putnam; “Student’s Old Testa.
ment History,” William Smith; “Treasury of Natural History;” Elson’s
“History of the United States,” which she finds as useful for information
as Green's “History of the English People;” “Handbook of Universal
Literature,” Botta; Bartlett’s ‘“Familiar Quotations;” Bullfinch’s “Age
of Fable;” Bullfinch’s “Age of Chivalry” and “Legends of King Arthur.”

* Ok 3k

“A Cycle of Sunsets” is the title of a book from the pen of Mabel
Loomis Todd, of Amherst College, to be published shortly by Small &
Maynard. This gifted woman is the wife of Professor Todd, of the
Ambherst Observatory, and has accompanied her husband on his numerous
scientific expeditions all over the globe.

Regarding her new book, Mrs. Todd says: “It is an actual description
of one year of sunsets, as seen from the Observatory Hill where is located
our great telescope in Amherst. These descriptions were all written
while each sunset was in progress, noting the actual changes in tint
and tone and general effect. In my book, I allude, here and there, to
very splendid sunsets which I have seen in Japan, China, Sumatra,
Siam, Borneo, the Philippines, in Africa, on the Red Sea and in Chili
and Peru, but the work is really actual descriptions of Amherst sunsets
while they were happening, from January to December.”

Mrs. Todd’s work in Astronomy and along kindred lines should prove
of interest to women, marking, as it does, the entrance of women into a
domain heretofore looked upon as exclusively man’s. WOMANS ERA
is fortunate enough to number Mrs. Todd among its contributors, and
will publish an article from her on her work in an early number.

* %k 3k

WITH THE PUBLISHERS

“In the Border Country,” by Josephine Daskam Bacon (Doubleday,
Page & Co.) Clara Elsene Peck, decorator. Cloth, $1.

This little volume, bright in its holiday cover and decorated pages,
contains a unique series of stories dealing with three episodes in a woman'’s
life. Her visits to the mysterious Bee-woman, the Dame and the Countess,
take one back to the godmothers of our childhood’s fairy tales. The
stories all tend to impress one with the idea that woman, however en-
dowed by her Creator, should only cultivate her talents in order to teach
her children how to sing, paint, or write poems and stories.
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At “The Hut in the Woods” the Bee-woman says, “The world has
one work for you to do, and you are bound, not free, to do it! - - - Work
with flesh and blood, as does God the Creator, not with paint and canvas,
as does man the mimic.”

We can hardly agree with the critic who says, “Mrs. Bacon conveys
a reassuring and uplifting message to harassed and wearied womankind."
The stories are very quaint and pretty, as stories go, but, if taken as a
sermon in disguise or a “‘message,” we feel confident they would hardly
appeal to the majority of women, who see all around them practical
illustrations of women in all walks of life who are good mothers, and yet
have achieved greatness as painters, sculptors, singers and writers.

k ok 3k

“The Bill-Toppers,” by Andre Castaigne (Bobbs-Merrill Co.) Illus-
trations by the author.

The dedication “To my little friends the stars!” gives the key note to
this book. It presents a panorama of scenes from the lives of the stars
of the music halls---contortionists, dancers, acrobats, cyclists, etc. The
whole vaudeville world is here set forth and the reader travels with the
“artistes” to the four corners of the earth. The clever illustrations
by the artist-author make this piece of fiction doubly attractive.

% %k Xk

“Woman in the Progress of Civilization.” A splendid series of articles,
by George Willis Cooke, on “Woman in the Progress of Civilization,”
is being published in the Chautauquan. The first article on Maternal
Society appeared in the September issue. Beginning with that remote
period in which the system of metronomy (mother descent) existed,
when descent was reckoned on the side of the mother, and the children
took her name, down the ages to the present, the progress of woman
in the history of civilization will be traced.

The second of the studies, ‘‘Paternal Institutions in Greece,” followed
in the October number. The third article deals with Roman Law and
Early Christianity.  The fourth, “Woman under Feudalism and
Chivalry,” will be found in the December issue. These articles will
be of great value to students interested in the various causes which
have brought about the social and economic conditions of women as

we find them today.

S o

Bobbs-Merrill Co.:
“Miss Selina Lue,” by Maria Thompson Daviess; illustrated b
Paul J. Meylan. $1 postpaid. vl
One of the most delightful books of the year. Just a simple story
of a noble, big-hearted woman, spinster and. storekeeper in a small
country village. She mothers everyone with whom she comes in contact,
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especially the babies of the village who adore her. The book is full
of clever, cheerful and philosophical sayings, and will more than repay
one for reading it. :

* %k %

J. B. Lippincott Co.:

“Bella Donna,” by Robert Hichens. Decorated cloth, $1.50.

A powerful story of the Desert and the wonderful valley of the Nile:
companion to “The Garden of Allah,” is this new book from the pen of
Robert Hichens. He has given the reading public another intensely
interesting romance, full of the glamour of the East and the mysterious
spell of the Desert.

* k%

Doubleday, Page & Co.:

“Ezekiel Esquire Jordan,” by Lucy Pratt.

This series of quaint little tales of and about a negro waif are of the
kind that never stray far from the boundary line between humor and
pathos. Nearly every page brings forth smiles and tears, and often

both.
“The Master,” by Irving Bacheller. Price, $1.20.

There is stimulation for heart and brain in this unique tale, by the
author of “Eben Holden.” It has that rare thing---a new villain---the
most inspiring knave since ““John Silver.”

Macmillan Co.

“The Spirit of Youth and the City Streets,” by Jane Addams (Hull
House, Chicago).

This book will go far to diminish the evil influence of the streets upon
the life of the boys and girls of the next generation.

- 3R

George H. Ellis Co.:
“Letters to a College Girl,” by Ellen Hayes.

This little book is brimful of the be§t thoughts of a highly trained
mind---of special interest to women, but just as good for men and boys.

k% %k ¥

Little, Brown & Co.:

“Red Horse Hill,” by Sidney McCall, author of “Truth Dexter,”

~ “The Breath of the Gods,” etc.

A novel of intense dramatic interest, dealing with mill conditions
in the South, and especially with the terrific power for]good or evil held
in the hands of the controller of mills. The book is, primarily, a strong,
human story, dealing with human nature and with love.
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““What is a woman’s club? A meeting-ground

For those of purpose, great and broad and strong,
Whose aim is in the stars; who ever long

To make the patient, listening world resound
With sweeter music, freer tones.

A place where kindly, hfting words are said,
And Findlier deeds are done; where hearts are fed,
Where wealth of brain for poverty atones;

Where hand grasps hand, and soul finds touch with soul;
Where victors i the race for fame and power
Look backward, even in their triumph hour,

To beckon others to the shining goal.

This is a woman’s club, a haven fair

Where toilers drop an hour their load of care.’’

HE world seems only beginning to realize what a tremendous
force for good lies in the International Organization of Women.
This body of some eight millions of the world’s most intelli-
gent women holds council once in every five years. Five such
councils have already been held, the last one at Toronto, Canada,
in 1909. Upon four great questions have they unanimously agreed:
Peace and Arbitration, Social Purity, Removal of Legal Disabilities
of Women, and Woman Suffrage. Practically every civilized
country has its branch of this International Council. In the
United States, the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, the
Daughters of the American Revolution, The Woman’s Christian Tem-
perance Union, and other organizations, with an aggregate of one and
one-half millions, are affiliated with this powerful, history-making
movement of our time.

The various women’s clubs and associations which go to make up
this million and one-half of organized effort have branches reaching
to the smallest towns and hamlets of our country. This means that the
wonderful good worked out in the five-year International Councils is
taken up in the biennial and annual national conventions, and in turn
comes to the monthly and weekly meetings of the individual clubs.
Thus are being worked out harmoniously, social, civic and economic
problems which will be recorded ““in history.”

Women's clubs the world over stand for reforms, philanthropy, sani-
tation, education and conservation. The great works accomplished
leave little room for doubt that all for which they are striving will ulti-
mately be attained.
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In this department will be recorded the activities of these organiza-
tions, and the editor earnestly desires the co-operation of every woman
interested to make this “a meeting ground’’ of general help and inspira-
tion, by recording good work done, and plans for greater things.

¥ ok 3k

The following is an extract from Mrs. Philip N. Moore’s address
before the women’s clubs in Baltimore.

“The force of the general federation, and it is a general federation,
not national, is through unity of work, diversity of opinion. The first
movement toward confederation was in 1890, and the next four years
were spent in getting acquainted and in organizing the movement. The
next period was spent in starting State federations, and then followed
the period of activity along the lines of education and sanitation. During
this period women were first placed on school boards and it was found
not to be dangerous, not even from a financial standpoint, for no woman'’s
organization ever has a deficit. From 1898 to 1900 we may term the
industrial period of woman’s club work. We were then busy with the
new conditions that confronted us through the change in sphere of
woman’s work. They were forced to exchange the home for the work-
shop, and the women’s clubs worked to secure proper conditions in the
workshops for wage earners.

“Following a four-year period of depression we come to the present
time, the time of awakening and co-ordination, when we join with men's
organizations and even with the government in improving the conditions
of our country. We have been invited to join and are giving our best
efforts in considering such questions as the conservation of national
resources, the protection of the child that labors, the suppression of the
white-slave traffic and other great moral questions. While engaging in
this work the federation has not forgotten art and literature, but has
labored for the beautifying of our cities, and the establishment of art
galleries and libraries.

“We can better define what the General Federation of Women’s Clubs
stands for by telling you what we do not discuss. We do not discuss
prohibition, political issues or religious tenets. Those things are better
left to men. Neither do we consider woman suffrage, for there is a
national organization devoted to this, and besides many of our women
are opposed to it. Neither are we a reform movement, though we stand
for all that will uplift the race; nor are we sociological, though we aid
in all that improves the condition of society.

“The nineteenth century did not find woman, but gave her greater
opportunities. When President Taft, then secretary, asked what would
keep his men on the Isthmus of Panama for a longer period, he was
told to form women'’s clubs. He saw the force of the advice and sent
one of our organizers to the Isthmus to form these clubs. Eight were
formed and now the employees of the government remain there
satisfied.”




S/xa/zespeare Cluh, Pasadena, Cal.

Mrs. Moore then described the work that has been done by these
clubs on the isthmus in education, in beautifying the banks of the canal
and of the railroad, in providing playgrounds for the children, and in
classifying the plants of the jungles. She said the government of the
Isthmus was paternal, the best form of socialism of which she ever heard.
She also told of the life there, and the work that has been done, and of
the method of digging the canal. Her description of the conditions
in the Canal Zone, which she declared to be due in a large measure to
the women’s clubs, was very interesting.

¥ ok 3k

The National Federation of Women’s Clubs is making an effort to
stop the unnecessary destruction of forests and just now a special in-
terest is felt for the preservation of our national parks. The following
appeal is made to clubs and club women:

“Our great national parks are in danger of being destroyed and the
American people are asked to stop this commercial destruction which
threatens them.

“The people of California plead that all the people help them to save
the famous Hetch-Hetchy Valley, next to Yosemite, the most wonderful
and important feature of the Yosemite National Park. Year after
year attacks have been made on this park under the guise of development
of natural resources. At the la session of Congress the most deter-
mined attack of all was made by the City of San Francisco to get posses-
sion of the Hetch-Hetchy Valley as a reservoir site. As soon as this
scheme became manifest, public-spirited citizens all over the country
poured a storm of protest on Congress. Before the session was over
the park invaders saw that they were defeated and permitted the bill
to die without bringing it to a vote so as to be able to try again. The
bill has been reintroduced and will be urged at the coming session of
Congress, which convenes in December. Let all those who believe
that our great national wonderlands should be preserved unmarred
as places of rest and recreation for the use of all the people, now enter

i YT T S e

s it £ s S




F

8 Womans Era.

(@)

their protests. Ask Congress to reject this destructive bill and also
urge that the present park laws be so amended as to put an end to all
such- assaults on our system of national parks.”

K sk Kk

American women'’s clubs leave similar organizations in other countries
far behind in the breadth of their interests, according to a writer in the
London Daily Mail, who describes for the benefit of Englishwomen
the progressiveness of their sisters in the States.

While Englishwomen, or, rather, a small fraction of them, have been
struggling for the ballot and the improvement of social and political
conditions which they fancy that equal suffrage will bring, American
women, through their clubs, have been showing how easy it is for them
to secure social and civic reforms without the ballot, if they earnestly
desire to do so.

The English writer is correct in observing that the fortnightly literary
program is only a small part of the work of American clubwomen. Ameri-
can women’s clubs have developed the traveling literary idea and helped
to establish innumerable permanent libraries and reading rooms. They
have beautified towns by securing better street cleaning, the planting
of trees and the laying out of parks.

The playground movement in a number of large cities has been carried
forward by the women’s clubs until its worth was demonstrated and
the municipal authorities were willing to take charge of it. The fact
that in Philadelphia last summer over 125 acres of vacant lots were
used for vegetable gardens, the produce being valued at $25,000, is to
be explained largely by the activity of women’s clubs in securing for
needy persons the right to use the land.

Clubwomen have accomplished a great deal in improving conditions
in factories and public institutions and in general sanitary reforms.
Their position apart from the distractions and entanglements of “practi-
cal” politics enables them on some occasions to see the need of reform
more quickly than the men.

k %k

“Co-operation”” was the watchword of the dedicatory exercises of the
new $50,000 home of the women’s clubs of Lynn, Mass., some weeks
ago.

Governor Draper, speaking on behalf of the Commonwealth, referred
to it as the means by which the dreams of the women-club members
were realized, the building up of the country to its present state and the
improvement of civic conditions in the future.

Miss Caroline S. Atherton, first vice-president of the State Federation
of Women’s Clubs, declared co-operation was the means by which the
club women of the country hope to carry out in the State and Federal
Governments their ideas on child labor, greater education for the child,
a rational observance of July the fourth and other reforms.
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. Church, nation and city were represented by the guests at the exer-
cises. More than 400 men and women, the latter representing the Lynn

Women’s Club, Starr Club, Outlook Club, 1884 Club and the Atlanta

Club, were present.---Boston Post.

et el

Mrs. Philip N. Moore, president of the General Federation of Women'’s
Clubs, has announced that woman suffrage will be discussed at the
biennial in Cincinnati next May. This will be the first time this question
has been permitted in the General Federation.

el

The Executive Board of the Arkansas Federation of Women’s Clubs
has formally authorized the publication of an official organ, to appear
monthly, and took steps to raise an endowment fund to perpetuate the
two scholarships at the University of Arkansas, now in their second
year.

~3 3

One of the causes in which the Kentucky Child Labor Association
has been engaged, in connection with the Consumers’ League, is the
support of families found to be dependent upon the labor of children
forbidden to work under the new Kentucky law. About $1,100 was
subscribed to this fund last year.

e kol

The President of the Cincinnati Woman’s Club, Mrs. Robert Hosea,
believes it would be practical to gather up all dirt from the streets by
vacuum cleaning machinery. She says that if the streets were kept
clean there would be no need for sprinkling, which she terms “that
expensive concession to dirt.” Street cleaners now used scatter dirt
and germs and do not fulfill the purpose of cleanliness. Cincinnati
club-women are trying to work out the problem of a clean city, and they
hope to present an illustration of civic possibilities in this direction at
the biennial meeting of the federation in May. May they succeed,
as others will gain courage to grapple with this heroic problem.

b S S

Mrs. Matthew T. Scott, President-General of the Daughters of the
American Revolution has opened handsome headquarters in the Arling-
ton Hotel, Washington, D. C. Mrs. Scott finds it impossible to handle
this large organization from her home in Bloomington, Ill., and during
her term as President-General will make Washington her home.

sk oko3k

Mrs. J. T. Washburn, Jr., Corresponding Secretary of the Saugerties
Monday Club, of Saugerties, N. Y., writes of the departure of their
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club from the old line of work. Several new publications are
chosen by their program committee with great care, and the
members are asked to read each book before the date set for
discussing the same. In addition each book has a committee especially
responsible for its presentation on the date stated, and the committee
brings in any correlated material suitable, thus keeping up the afternoon’s
interest. Large numbers of the members have given up writing their
papers, and instead there are most interesting and inspiring talks from
brief notes, followed by discussion. The club in this way
keeps abreast of the times on literary and scientific subjects, and the
outlook of the members is distinctly broadened.

Mrs. Josephine Rich writes us of an interesting talk given before
the District of Columbia Federation of Women’s Clubs by Miss Board-

‘man, head of the Red Cross work. Miss Boardman urged the women

to take up the work of giving immediate relief after accidents or
disasters, and, while not suggesting that all women become trained
nurses, asked that they study a course that would qualify them to give
competent assistance in case of injury. Major Lynch of the U. S. Army
has been assigned the task of preparing a little book which will give
full instructions as to how to be helpful in the time of mishap. This
club is to enjoy a course of eight instructive and helpful lectures by
Major Lynch, and they expect later to inaugurate a field-day for first-
aid workers, when medals and certificates will be awarded for efficiency.

Sl nsie

Every woman should interest herself in the proposed establishment,
by Congress, of a Children’s Bureau, says the Delineator. Send to the
member of Congress from your district and to the two Senators from
your State, letters urging the favorable consideration of the bill to es-
tablish a Children’s Bureau, as recommended at the White House Con-
ference on the Care of Dependent Children, and strongly advocated by
former President Roosevelt in his special message just before his re-
tirement.

ek e 3

The Professional Woman’s Club, of Boston, has decided to have a
model club home. At a recent luncheon 100 members pledged themselves
to raise $50 each before May, 1910, and to induce 100 others to give
smaller contributions. They purpose to spend at least $10,000 on the
clubhouse and to have it completed within five years.

* ok k

Regardless of the views of Illinois public school teachers on the law
requiring the teaching of temperance, the Illinois Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union will not countenance a revision of the statute nor
lend itself in any way to any possible change.
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Music, sphere-descended maid,
Friend of pleasure, wisdom’s aid.
—Collins.

censors who occasionally disturb the atmosphere of the musical

world in which they gyrate excitedly are again making ready

the barbs and javelins which did battle against the barbaric
“Salome;” for we are informed that the Manhattan Opera House in
New York is to present some time during the mid-winter, Richard
Strauss’ latest opera, ‘“Elektra.” which some German critic says
“out-Herods Salome.”

The first public performance of this opera was given in Dresden in
January, 1908, and later was given in Berlin, Leipsic, Munich and
Frankfort-am-Main. The original cast consisted of Frau Annie Krull
as Elektra, Frau Schumann-Heink as Clytemnestra, Fraulein Siems as
Chrysothemis, Herr Perron as Orestes, and Herr Sembach as Aegisthus.

The Manhattan Opera Company has secured the services of three
singers, Mme. Eve Grippon, French dramatic soprano, Mme. Mariette
Mazarin, of the opera at Brussels, and Mme. Carmen Melir, Haytian
dramatic soprano of the Opera House at Warsaw, who will alternate
in the role of Elektra.

We will await the production with eager interest and trut it will be
received more kindly than “Salome” was received. It is remarkable
that Americans, who are ever ready for novelties and innovations in
other fields, cannot get away from the old prescribed rules of opera
construction. If a modern composer makes a few original steps out
of the beaten path, straight-way he is said to be a violator, and his
music is labeled “‘bizarre,” “grotesque,” ‘‘unimaginable.” ;

Let us have done with the so-called perfection of the old school and
examine the technic and the working-out of the ideas of the modern
school, and we will perhaps be inclined to admit that the result is rational,
even though we cannot call it a miracle, as Strauss replied to Krull
on seeing her perform her wonderful dance at a rehearsal of “Elektra.”
Krull, not being a dancer, when preparing the role, sent for the ballet
instructor to teach her a dance, but she could not feel that the steps

q’ T is to be presumed that the orthodox critics and diléttante
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Reproduced by permission Manhattan Opera House. New York.

Frau Krull as Solome. in which role she so pleased Richard Strauss
that he selected her to be the creator of Elektra,
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Mme. Mariette Mazarin, French Dramatic Soprano,
will sing Elektra at the Manhattan Opera
House this season. Mme. Mazarin
is from the opera at Brussels.

Reproduced by
permission
Manhattan Opera
House, New York.
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he suggested were the right thing for her at that terrible moment of the

play, so she invented a dance herself. Strauss was amazed at the in-

vention and demanded of her, “Who has taught you that?” To which

she simply responded, “I thought it out myself.” This is inspiration.
Let us forego the old rules sometimes and think it out ourselves.

* ok ok

We cannot help feeling that we_were the fortunate ones whenjwe
learn that October of last year was the first time Dresden, Germany,
saw the performance of Puccini’s ‘“‘Madame Butterfly,” the much-
admired and much-discussed opera which has been given in nearly all
of our large American cities.

Perhaps one of the reasons for so late a performance of this opera
might have been the doubt as to whether the unconventional character
of the work would meet with the approval of the conservative Dresden
public.

Any such doubt could not have taken hold of the audience, for we
are informed that the presentation met with genuine enthusiasm and
sincere appreciation.

The Germans are disposed to find the undeniable relation ship between
“Madame Butterfly” and “La Boheme,” just as the American critics
have. They are also inclined to think the apparently light character
of the music more adapted to operette than to grand opera, and show
a preference for “Tosca.” This seems only natural, “Tosca” being
more on the Wagnerian order and more assimilable to the German
temperament. |

*k ok 3k

Americans should be proud to learn that Arthur Nevin, the composer,
is the first American composer to have a work produced by the Royal
Opera of Berlin. This opera is called “Poia,” and will be presented
about the beginning of February. This looks like recognition of American
ability.

The composer at present is in Weimar, working on a new opera.

P

Admirers of the works of Mme. Liza Lehmann will be pleased to
know that we are to hear her in concert. She is accompanied by Miss
Palgrave-Turner, contralto, and Albert Hole, the boy soprano, who
is to interpret Mme. Lehmann’s child songs. :

Her concert program will include her magnificent setting of quar-
trains from the “Rubaiyat” of Omar Khayyam, called “In a Persian
Garden;” her last new cycle, “The Golden Threshold;” her inimitable
setting of the immortal nonsense songs from ‘“Alice in Wonderland,”
and selections from the opera, ‘“The Vicar of Wakefield,” made famous
by the world-renowned baritone, David Bispham.
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Frgrp time to time we have heard that the new opera on which Giacomo
Puccini is engaged was to be called “The Girl of the Golden West;"'
we are now informed that the composer has decided to call it “The

Child of the West.”

FORRRTRR
.........

Ma§cagni i1s writing a new three-act opera which will be called*“Isabeau.”
The libretto is by Illica. Mascagni will direct the opera season at the
Constanzi Theatre at Rome next year.

RSN

Franz Lehar, the composer of “The Merry Widow,” has written
another opera called ““Graf Luxembourg.”

35 i Tt

Paderewski’s opera “Manru” is soon to be presented by the Opera
Comique in Paris. The great pianist is engaged on a setting of the
Sakuntala legend written by Catulle Mendes, the French poet who
died recently.

This pianist has recently received the Cross of Officer of the Legion
of Honor from the French Government. Only two other musicians
received this distinction without passing through the grade of Chevalier;
they were Liszt and Rubinstein..

Ik e

Leoncavallo’s new opera, ‘“Maia,” will soon be performed at the
Royal Opera House, Antwerp.

b A

The French people are soon to have an opportunity to judge how the
Americans interpret the works of the operatic writers, for arrangements
have been made to have the Metropolitan Opera Company visit Paris
next year. Messrs.Gatti-Casazza and Dippel will superintend matters,
and they are so confident of success that a second visit is spoken of

for 1911.

SR LI

Siegfried Wagner, the son of Richard Wagner, has written an opera
which will be produced at Karlsruhe next winter. It is called “Banade-
trich.”

M N =

Mrs. H. A. H. Beach with Charminade and Liza Lehmann, are the
three modern women composers; Mrs. Beach ranking first in the new
world.

% k ok

Helena Lewyn, an American girl, is one of the latest to gain recog-
nition in the musical world of Berlin where she has studied for four
years. She has been engaged to play at the Spring Festival in New

York in April.
OrK In APpri Seangan Ni N-Elblln.
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Ethics is the science of human conduct.
Good-will is the key to the theory of ethics.

The Ethics of Progress (Charles F. Dole).

ETHICAL PROGRESS.
“NOW, be good, or Mama will whip you.” That seemed to be in a

nutshell, the ethical spirit of the nursery, a quarter of a

century ago. For older children the many-shaped straps

and the cat-o'nine-tails were household necessities, forming
part of the obvious implements of a well-appointed home.

At school, and even in the colleges, corporal punishment was thought
indispensable for the moral training of both girls and boys, and many
of us still remember the painful whacks of the ruler on the palms of
the hands.

The churches also depended on fear to make us good, and a God-
fearing woman was supposed to be the best specimen of her sex. Re-
gardless of creed or denomination, every Sabbath day the eloquent divines
thundered forth the awful menaces of eternal punishment for disobedience
of the holy commandments, discoursed at length on the disastrous con-
sequences of sin, and held before the mind’s eye of their congregations
the frowning image of a severe judge whose mercy was mainly shown in
the thoroughness of the chastisement. The slogan there was also: “Be
good or you will be punished.”

A few, very few, among the ethical teachers, in the home, the school
and the pulpit, adopted a different system, and, instead of trying to
force the people to be good, simply taught them how to be good and
themselves gave the example.

The State had prisons where life was a constant torture, where all
discomforts were combined, unpleasant work, hunger, cold, filth and
occasional floggings, for the purpose of curbing into goodness the con-
victed criminals. It had surrounded the administration of justice with
awe-inspiring displays of formalities, and depended on the terror of
public executions to cow into goodness the would-be assassins.

The ideal of government was repression, not protection; the ideal
of parenthood was the vested right to command and to punish, not
the self-imposed duty of helping, cherishing and evolving.
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But the ,world moves_and,it moves_forward. y In its ethica} advancement
it has outgrown those childish methods. It does not tremble any more
at the threats of punishment here or hereafter, and fear is no longer
needed to make the people good. Love, in its many forms, is now the
propelling force in ethical efforts,and woman has become the principal
worker in the moral field, because woman understands the subtle but
all-powerful influence of love better than man.

Children are no longer brutalized to correct their defects, but ideals
that counteract their weaknesses are held before their eager intellects,
and their budding minds are gradually made to conform with them,
and afterwards to give them expression in their mature life.

In schools, the choice readings, moral anecdotes, well-selected works
of fiction, poetry and music are the means of improving first the ideas
and then the behavior of the pupils. Mental seeds of devotion to duty,
of self-control, of civism, of patriotism and of philanthropy are planted
in the growing generation to bear fruit in their future careers.

The prisons are no longer places of torture, but places of restraint.
The felons are made to feel that, while they are prevented from following
the trend of their evil ways, they are not forgotten by their fellow-crea-
tures nor condemed beyond redemption. ;

The churches talk less of the wrath of God and more of His infinite
love. The Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man---both ideal
aspects of love---are preached under all climes by rabbis, priests and
ministers of all faiths.

Thus has the world changed its ethical standpoint from paralyzing
fear to inspiring love, and every day accentuates more and more the
progress in this direction. Much has been done and more remains to
be accomplished.

This department will give special attention to the evolution of this
ethical tendency.
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To those who have been unable to reconcile the tenets of Western
Christianity with their questionings on many a complex problem, the
sermons of the Rev. R. J. Campbell, preached in the City Temple,
London, England, will be found to give some very rational explanations
of the text, and much light is thrown on the meaning of scriptural
passages which seem obscure. According to Rev. Campbell, they are
obscure only because of the attempt to interpret them literally, when
we should look for the deeper, inner meaning of even the simplest
phrase.

The Rev. Campbell is the head of a progressive, world-wide move-
ment in religion and social ethics, which has a large following in
London. The official organ of the movement is The Christian Com-
monwealth, published at 133 Salisbury Square, Fleet Street, London,
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@HE educational outlook for woman is vastly different from

Florence 0.Myman.

that by which she was confronted half a century ago. It was

but little more than ' fifty years ago that Lucy Stone,

catching the vision of her life mission, traveled from West
Brookfield, Mass., to Oberlin, Ohio, where she found the only
college in all this broad land of ours which would admit a
woman student. When fourteen years old, little Lucy earned a
medal which was the last and highest honor a girl could receive at
that time, In the public schools of New England. Had she not earned
the medal at that early age she would have been permitted to remain
at school till she was sixteen. Dissatisfied with the elementary edu-
cation, the girl expresses her desire to attend college, upon which the
astonished father exclaimed: “Is the child crazy?” Because of the atti-
tude toward the education of women, Lucy Stone had to meet her own
expenses at college, although her father was a prosperous New England
farmer. It was not, therefore, till the age of twenty-five that she had
saved sufficient means to begin the college course. During a part of
the four years at Oberlin she paid her meager expenses by doing house
work at the Ladies’ Boarding Hall, for which she received three cents
an hour. She and the other women of the college were refused the privi-
lege of debating with the male students in the literature class, and in
order to debate the questions in which they were interested, they were
compelled to meet secretly at the house of an old negro woman. On
account of her record, Lucy Stone was entitled at graduation, to write
the valedictory, but upon receiving notice of the honor, she was told
that it must be delivered by a man as it was unbecoming for a woman
to speak in public. s :

As indicative of the general educational situation in those days, Mrs.
Mary Livermore wished to study Italian, but had difficulty in finding
a man who would teach her. She finally persuaded a Harvard pro-
fessor to give her lessons, by pledging him that she would keep it “a
close and stric¢t secret.”

To what extent has been our gain in the right to be educated within
these fifty years. Now about nine-tenths of our colleges, universities,
professional and technical schools are open to women. Woman’s mental
capacity is no longer a question. Women are ranking among the best
students in almost all our larger universities in which they are, many
times, taking honors over their brothers. There are more than seventy-
five thousand college graduates among our American women today,
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and thousands are graduating every year. Thousands of these women
are organized in the Association of Collegiate Alumnae which has active
branches in every section of our country and enthusiastic chapters in
almost every city.

These organized college women of our country are proving their effi-
ciency in grappling with many of the national problems with which we
are confronted. They are working for the enactment of better legislation
in regard to child labor, juvenile courts, compulsory education, better
conditions for public school children, and the socialization of the public
schools, and many other equally important questions. Surely, much has
been accomplished, and the outlook is replete with still greater possibilities
for development.

K kK kK

COLLEGE REFORM

Prophetic of good results is the recently incorporated ‘‘Higher Edu-
cation Association’ in the State of New York. With a capital of $300,000,
this corporation proposes to work for the improvement of American
Colleges.

Mr. Clarence F. Birdseye, one of the leading spirits in this move-
ment, has for years been an earnest student of Colleges, and with his
extensive knowledge of conditions, is well-equipped to undertake this
important work. He offers a practical suggestion that an -adminis-
trative department be organized within the college for the study of
local conditions, thus using the same method by which a business cor-
poration studies its conditions. It is hoped, by some such method, that
the needs of the individual student may be more directly realized and
that higher education will thus more perfectly meet the efficiency test
+o which other activities of modern life are subjected.

IS THE COLLEGE WOMAN UNFIT FOR DOMESTIC LIFE?

There are still some traces of the old “leaven” that ignorance and
frivolity are more desirable qualities in the homemaker than knowledge
and culture. In reply to this conception, the brilliant and professional
Dean of Bryn Mawr College has produced convincing facts that thirty
per cent. of college women do their own housework, that while they
marry later in life, they marry more wisely, and that they have an
average of three and six-tenths children, as against the non-college

woman’s three and five-tenths.
% %k ¥

WHAT SOME PROFESSIONAL WOMEN ARE DOING!

Dr. Gertrude Halley, a graduate of the medical college 9f Melbourne
University, was recently reappointed as Medical Officer in t}‘le pub.llc
<chools of Tasmania. The rumor is abroad that Dr. Halley's service
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in that capacity has been so satisfactory that a movement has been
started to appoint only women to all such offices in that country.

The first woman to appear as a lawyer in the courts of Austria is
Mrs. Sophie Mayer of New York. In the capacity of attorney for a
New York tailor, Mrs. Mayer went to Austria a few months ago and
obtained permission to appear at Vienna in the case which she won.

Miss Annette Gardner Munroe of Portland, Oregon, has been chosen
by the Board of Trustees of the University of Rochester, as Dean of the
Woman’s Department. This position has been previously occupied by
men.

At the recent convention of the State Federation of Women's Clubs
of New York, Mrs. Gabrielle Stewart Mulliner, a prominent attorney
of New York City, told of the effort which is being made to amend the
state penal law so that women may be tried in police courts separate
from men, and that women criminals will not be discharged from the
state penal institutions until they can be placed in positions where they
may earn an honest living. To procure such amendments is one of the
aims of the New York State F ederation of Women’s Clubs.

Newspapers chronicle an interesting discovery by Princess George
of Greece (nee Princess Marie Bonaparte) who is well-known on the
Continent as a clever amateur astronomer. The princess is reported to
have discovered a new star which emits a brilliant light for a time and
then becomes temporarily extin®. M. Camille Flammarion suggests
that it is a case of two stars, one eclipsing the other. .

*k sk ok

A WOMAN SAVANT

The most learned woman in Europe is said to be Marie Montessori,
a lecturer in the University of Rome. She is an eloquent and convincing
public speaker, but has gained a wide reputation for her ideas in the
teaching of children. Her chief idea is to carry instruction to the mind
of the child by means of toys. Is this any new thing? It would seem
that most children not utterly neglected were “Instructed’”’ through
the toys given for their play. She has also built a “model house” for the
poor and had set apart in it a room especially equipped for the children,
a practical bit of philanthropy well worth noting. In this “model house”
room are the toys of her own invention, designed to teach the little
ones to read and write. Mme. Montessori’s ideas have found such an
appeal to the practical mind she has been invited to build a house ex-
clusively for children in Milan.---Chicago, 1., Journal.
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™  ENCOURAGING SIGNS

HERE is in the United States a vast army known as “club

women,” which has not its exa¢t counterpart in any other coun-

try. Their clubs began about forty years ago for purely hterary

study and work, but their scope has broadened until now it
comprises every activity in which women are interested. A large
number of these clubs, with a membership of nearly 1,000,000,
are united In what is known as the Federation of Women’s Clubs,
but this probably does not include one-third of the women who
belong to clubs of various kinds. Of late years these “club
women” have been turning away from literature, art, music, history,
etc., and directing their energies to public questions, those relating to
schools, public play-grounds, day nurseries, diet kitchens, pure milk
and water, clean streets, decent housing for the poor, and many others.
Work for these carried the women before legislatures and municipal
councils, and they finally learned that the men who composed these
bodies served only those who elected them. As a result, thousands of

N R e s A P AN T s

these club women are now demanding to vote for those who make and

execute the laws, collect and spend the taxes and govern the cities. The
women who work especially for temperance and social purity learned
this lesson years ago.

Then there is another army of what are called “college women,”
those who hold college degrees or are still at the colleges---at least 100,000
of these---and among them are thousands of lawyers, physicians and
teachers. They have studied in the same class rooms with men, main-
tained the same standard of scholarship and taken the same degrees,
but as soon as they begin their life-work they realize that they are handi-
capped by not having the dignity and power of the ballot. It has taken
them a long time, but now they understand this, and there are very
few of them who are not suffragists.

And then comes that immense army which, in the final struggle for
the franchise, will be most powerful, the wage-earning women, counted,
not by the hundreds or the thousands, but by the millions! They, too,
have been very slow to recognize the chief cause of their low wages and
hard conditions, but they know it now, and they have the tremendous
force of the men’s labor organizations at their back in the battle for the
ballot which they are now ready to fight to the finish.
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Patiently, steadily, unflinchingly, for half-a-century the suffrage
assoclations have been preparing the ground, sowing the seed and tilling
the fields for the splendid harvest which now is not far away. The
month of September saw the fulfillment of one glorious dream---the
ccentering of the movement in the great and influential City of New
“York, in headquarters suited to its needs. These are due primarily to
one public-spirited woman of this clty, Mrs. Oliver H. P. Belmont,
who has called to her aid other women of wealth, and some men also,
and engaged an entire floor of nine rooms in one of the best office build-
Ings in the city. Here the National Association is established. The offices
are under the direction of its president, Rev. Anna Howard Shaw. The
Empire State of New York has also its headquarters here.

One of the strongest reasons for placing the headquarters in New York
was to secure the support of its newspapers, which are by far the most
influential of any in the United States, and reach even the reriotest
villages. In less than two months the wisdom of this course has been a
hundred-fold justified. In the three days preceding the writing of this
report, the newspapers of New York City have contained over fifty
long columns on woman suffrage. During the entire time they have
averaged from five to ten columns daily. In addition to this, the great
news - associations, which supply the papers throughout the country,
have sent out thousands of words. In all, there has been scarcely one
disrespectful paragraph. We believe there never has been such a record.

IDA HUSTED HARPER,

Chairman National Woman Suffrage Press Bureau, in Jus Suffragii.

SRt et

VOTES FOR WOMEN

Six hundred thousand names have been enrolled on a petition to Con-
gress which reads: “We, the undersigned, citizens of the United States,
over 21 years of age, hereby petition your Honorable Body to submit
to the Legislatures of the several States for ratification an amendment
to the National Constitution which shall enable women to vote.”

Mrs. Rachel Foster Avery, of Philadelphia, chairman of the committee
having this work in charge, reports that labor unions throughout the
country have co-operated, and that the Socialists are securing many
signatures.

=
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“The Gazette has received a large bundle of literature from the Illinois
Association Opposed to the Extension of Suffrage to Women. It is
doubtful whether the sporting editor will be able to read these pamphlets ‘
carefully this fall, as the office has lately been deluged with books, i
pamphlets, brochures and tracts to such an extent that a man might
read night and day for a year and not get half way through. The litera-
ture from the brewers’ association alone keeps the janitor busy carrying
waste baskets into the basement. Then there are valuable reports from
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the officials at Washington, and extracts from the Congressional Record,
and catalogues from mail-order houses, and rafts of other stuff; and so
it seems improbable that the Gazette will be able to do full justice to
the Illinois association with the voluminous name for many moons.”’

WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE (Emporia Gazette)

skt o
G S

A State Men’s League for Woman Suffrage was organized in New
York City, November 29th. George Foster Peabody s president of the
organization, which starts with 150 members and proposes to increase:
its membership largely within the city, as well as to establish branches
in other cities and towns throughout the State. Among the vice-presi-
dents are Herbert Parsons, Congressman; Wm. S. Bennett, who managed
Mr. Bannard’s campaign for mayor; Wm. M. Ivins; Wm. J. Schiefflin,
of the Citizen’s Union; and John Mitchell. The Executive Committee
consists of Oswald Carrison Villard, of the New York Evening Post;
C. C. Burlingham; Charles H. Strong, president of the City Club; Prof.
Vladimir G. Simkhovitch; Dr. Simon Flexnor, of Rockefeller Institute;
Prof. John Dewey, of Columbia University, and Max Eastman.

Chicago has a Men’s League for Woman Suffrage, which was organized
several months ago, and has already done some good work. Ex-Senator
M cMillan is president, and George E. Cole, the well-known municipal
reformer, vice-president. 4
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The National Woman Suffrage Press Bureau reports that, during the
month of November it received from one clipping firm 2,014 clippings
on woman suffrage, including 526 editorials. These were exclusive o
everything in New York City papers. In the latter for the same
period were 580 articles, ranging in length from one paragraph to one

page.
ok

Mrs. A. Watson Lister, secretary of the Woman's National Council
of Australia, said, smeaking of the effects of equal franchise in that
country:

“One striking result of equal suffrage is that members of parliament
now consult us on their bills when these bear upon the interests of women.
The author of the new divorce bill asked all the women’s organizations
to come together and hear him read it and make criticisms and sugges-
tions. I do not remember any such thing happening before in all my
years in Australia. : = :

“When a naturalization bill was pending, one clause of which deprived
Australian women of citizenship if they married aliens, a few women
went privately to the prime minister and protested, and that clause
was immediately altered. We had worked for years with members
of parliament for various reforms without avail because we had no votes;
but you cannot imagine the difference now.” |




‘““We—Are we not formed, as notes of music are,
For dne another, tho dissimilar i
Such difference without discord as can make
Those sweetest sounds, in which all spirits shake
As trembling leaves in a continuous air?’’
—Percy Bysshe Shelley.

€T VERY phase in the development of human society [has been

attended by some special activity or particular kind of work

directed toward individual or social ends. The ever-broadening

vision of the possibilities of the individual and of society has
enlarged the scope of human endeavor, increased the variety and
complexity of action and produced a more perfe@® response of hope
and sympathy to social and economic needs. With the multiplicity
of social organizations and the larger field of service in which individual
effort is directed, the busy progressive woman has long felt the need of
a magazine in which she could briefly survey the varied realm of
activity and intelligently correlate her work with the great synthesis of
services for a larger humanity.

While information concerning various kinds of individual and social
effort and achievement can be gleaned from many worthy periodicals,
there is no magazine which serves as a ready reference or compendium
of activities, where, collected in small compass, the busy woman can
survey the arena of lively endeavor and receive encouragement and
inspiration from purposes and aims kindred to her own. It is in the
growing recognition of this need that the WOMAN'S ERA had its
origin. It sets out to work in a relatively new field with an earnest
purpose to promote the interests of humanity by considering the
activities of women in all avenues of service and by presenting a
review of the various philanthropic, social and economical movements,
It proposes to work for all the great reformatory movements
of the time in the most efficient way by fostering the spirit
of reform and progress and by an endeavor to remove, as far
as possible, the conditions by which reform and progress are checked.
It seeks to right the wrongs of children who are ill-nurtured and ill-

S c—.
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taught, who are reared under demoralizing influences and put
at enslaving and deadening work when ten or twelve years old.
It advocates ideal motherhood and efficient schools. It encourages
clean government, the establishment of public libraries and the
organization of public and private associations for various kinds of
culture. It seeks to promote among the women of our country a unity
of purpose and a maximum of interest in the utilization of our forces
for truer, happier and better living---HERE and NOW!

The consummate art of the musical genius consists in his skillful
union of diverse threads of sound which, listened to in their isolation,
are often discordant. So, the great symphony of social progress, a work
of transcendent genius, is composed of an infinite variety of activities
and movements, notes imperfeét and dissonant when taken one by one,
but sweet and harmonious to the mind that comprehends the vast
theme and the general movement of the whole. As each note is essential
to the musical idea which dominates the symphony, so each effort and
activity has its essential place in the sublime harmony of a happier
and better race. Toward the realization of that ideal condition, Woman’s
Era wishes to contribute its part.

# % ¥k

THE FEATURES OF THE YEAR
The aims and purposes of WOMAN'S ERA clearly imply a ﬁcl.d

which occupies the borderland where the humanities meet. This
fruitful territory will be worked by writers of international reputation,
each of whom will approach it from the viewpoint of her respective
line of work.

Fach issue will be distinctive as a “Special Edition” devoted to some
specific problem. Each of these problems will be treated by those who
have given long-continued thought and effort to that particular subject,
and to which issue they will contribute the most advanced thought
and ideals of our time.

The March issue will be dedicated to the problem of Reforms,
an interesting feature of which will be an article on “‘Experiences in
Prison Reform Work,” by Mrs. Maud Ballington Booth. Mrs. Florence
Kelley, so well known in industrial reforms, will also contribute an

article on “One Kind of Child Labor.”

k ok K

The edition on “Economics” will contain an article valuable to all
women on ‘‘Waste in the Home,” by Mrs. Charlotte Perkins Gilman,
who, by her untiring zeal and her clear conception of the ethical process,
has not only achieved international renown, but has become one of the
most forceful reformers of modern times. Other interesting articles
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dealing with the perplexing problems of economy will appear in the
same number. “‘Votes for Women”’ will occupy the pages of the May
issue in which Rev. Anna Shaw will relate some of the struggles and
triumphs of the “Woman Question.” The name of this gifted woman
Is synonymous with every effort for the wider recognition and more
extended usefulness of womanhood, and her words carry with them
the conviction of one who has drunk of “the Sacred Waters where
the women of the ancient mysteries came to mingle their tears.”

Additional interest will be giyen to the pages of this issue by Miss Kate
Barnard’s story of her own experiences in “Woman in Scientific State-
craft,” and Mrs. Mary Bradford’s article, “A Woman on the Stump.”’

The June issue, devoted to Arts and Crafts, will contain, among other
valuable contributions, “A History of the ‘New Step in Art Education,”
by Miss Emma M. Church, director of the School of Applied and
Normal Art, Chicago, Illinois. The name of Miss Church is familiar
In every department of education as an efficient exponent of the theory
of moral development through the ennobling of the emotional nature.
Other issues will be dévoted to the consideration of Literature, Music,
Club Work, Civies and Woman in Education. Prominent among the
contributors to these special numbers are the names of Dr. Laura Drake
Gill, president of the Association of Collegiate Alumnae and President
of the Department of Women of the National Educational Association:
Mrs. Eva Perry Moore, Mrs. Pauline Steinem, Lillian Whiting, Helen
Pitkin Schertz, Alice Hubbard, Jessie L. Pickering, Esther C. Pohl,
M. D., Mrs. Cynthia Westover Alden, Belle Kinney, Katherine Tingley,
Louis Potter, Grace M. Brown, and Marie T. D. Irwin, Mabel Loomis
Todd, Mary 1. Wood, Laura Ames Mead, Rabbi Stephen” Wise, Prof.
Harriet Boyer, Mr. H. S. Baucher.

* k¥

THE SOCIAL INDIVIDUAL

“The Meaning of Human Life,” which appears in the present issue
is the first of a series of six articles in the study of “The Social Individ-
ual.” These articles are selections from six chapters of a book which
the editor, Margaret Elsie Cross, A. M., has under preparation, and
which she hopes to have ready for publication within the current year.

The work is a response to numerous appeals for the publication of
the educational philosophy to which the author has received cordial
hearing in college lecture room, university extension classes, mother’s
clubs and other educational bodjes. The author has made no attempt
to present an original theory, but to consider, in the light of the liter-
ature of evolution, some of the interesting problems in the development
of the individual and society, with the earnest hope that this cursory
glimpse at the salient features of modern educational thought . may

lead to a more extended and serious exploration
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THE, PERMANENT DEPARTMENTS

will contain twelve or more permanent departments, which
will give a world-wide review of the spirit of life as it 1s revealed in various
forms of activity. The realms of Civics, Economics, Ethics, Literature,
Music, Arts and Crafts, Club Work, Wit and Verse, Feminine Philosophy,
the Woman Movement, Professional and College Life and other 1m-
portant fields of interest will be carefully surveyed each month. Through
these departments, WOMAN'S ERA will endeavor to give to its readers
a perspective view of the ever-enlarging sphere of human action.

With the fervent hope that it may help to create a larger effort in
the highest interests of the individual and in the entire social structure,
the magazine goes forth to fulfill whatever may be its mission.

Each issue

RS R 3
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We invite special attention to the various art designs accepted by
WOMAN’S ERA for its permanent department headings, shown In its
first issue, and under which will be given each month a review of what
is being done in these fields. These designs, each one a gem,

f the Chicago School of Applied and Normal Art,

are the products o
Editor of the Department

under the direction of Emma M. Church,
of Arts and Crafts in WOMAN'S ERA.

s L \J
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In overcoming many intricate details incident to launching a new
magazine, WOMAN'S ERA was particularly fortunate in having the wise
counsel of Mrs. Grace German Chamberlain, the late President of the
Era Club of New Orleans, La. Her natural gifts for organization an
detail were never better exemplified than on this occasion, and her
impress has been left upon a work dear to her, and for which WOMAN'S
ERA feels she can never be repaid. Her friends are legion, and, we feel
sure, will extend to her congratulations upon the result of her efforts to

make the initial number of WOMAN'S ERA the pride of every thinking

woman of America.
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FEMININE FHILOSOFHY’*

What is the spring-time of flowers for?
Why does the sunshine come down?
What are the harvest-day hours for
But fruit? In the fruit is the crown.
---Charlotte Perkins Gilman.

* sk ok

Our deeds still travel with us from afar
And what we have been makes us what we are.
% % %
What do we live for, if it is not to make life less difficult to each other?
---George Eliot.

The world does not require so much to be informed as to be
reminded. ---Hannah Moore.

A house is no home unless it contain food and fire for the mind as
well as for the body. ---Margaret Fuller Ossoli

Man saw the thorns on Jesus’ brow, but angels saw the roses.

---Julia Ward Howe.

*k sk ok

The more we know, the better we forgive;
Whoe’er feels deeply, feels for all who live.
---Madame de Stael.

* 3k ok

We worry because we’do not take our troubles in the proper way.
---Charlotte Skinner.
*k sk %k
Who plants a tree for future generations is the true philosopher.
Grace G. Brown.
* % %
I never knew a vice or virtue that had a gender.

---Mrs. Francis Hodgson Burnett.
% % %

To know a thing and to know that you know it, is a source of won-

derful power. ---Mrs. M. E.. Pearson.
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A MOVING TALE

The novelist paused awhile to think,

And may be he paused awhile to drink;

“A moving tale, I would fain indite---

Tell me, oh, tell me, of what shall I write?”
Why, write of the cat who is rushing away
From bootjacks and bottles, in deadly array.
I think it will prove a success without falil,
For most surely that is a moving tail.

k %k ok

TIME TOISPARE

An eccentric-looking person, with exceedingly long hair, was walking
down Walnut Street in Philadelphia one day not long ago, when he
was approached by a mischievous youngster who inquired the time.

“Ten minutes of four,”” said the eccentric person.

Whereupon the disrespectful lad rejoined:

“Well, at four o’clock get your hair cut.”

The boy then ran swiftly down the street, pursued by the now in-
censed person with the long hair. The latter, after running a block,
suddenly found his passage barred by a policeman.

“See that boy, officer?” demanded the angry pursuer, pointing at
the fleeting lad. ‘“‘He asked me the time, and when I replied “Ten minutes
to four,” he had the nerve to tell me, ‘Well, at four o’clock get your

hair cut.””
The policeman gazed stolidly at the agitated man with the long hair.

Then he asked:

“Well, what are you running for?> You've got seven minutes yet!”---

Lippincott’s.
% k% %

A little fellow rushed breathlessly into a drug store.
“Please, sir, some liniment and some cement!”

“What?”’ asked the puzzled clerk. “What's the trouble?”
“Mam hit pop on the head with a plate.”---Everybody’s.
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AIN'T IT

“More than five thousand elephants a year go to make our piano .

keys,” remarked the student boarder, who had been reading the scien-
tific notes from a patent-medicine almanac.

“My word!” exclaimed the landlady. “Ain’t it wonderful what
some animals can be trained to do?”---Harper’s Magazine.

P e
QIR 2

DIDN'T CARE TO MENTION HIS NAME

A colored woman presented herself the other day in an Equal Suffrage
State at the place of registration to qualify for the casting of her vote
upon the school question at the next election.

“With what political party do you affiliate?”’ inquired the clerk of
the unaccustomed applicant, using the prescribed formula.

The dusky “lady’”’ blushed, all coyness and confusion. ‘Is I "bleeged
to answer that there question?”

“Certainly; the law requires it.”

“Then,” retreating in dismay, “‘I don’t believe I'll vote, ’case 1’d
hate to have to mention the party’s name. He’s one of the nicest gent’-
mums in town.”---Ladies’ Home Journal.

¥ % %

Most Southerners are gallant. An exception is the Georgian who
gave his son this advice:
“My boy, never run after a woman or a street car---there will be
another one along in a minute or two.”’---Everybody’s.
% k%

The attractive young lady who had written “urgent” on her card
was shown into the consulting-room of Sir Choppham Fyne, head of
the famous surgical hospital in Splintshire.

“And what is the matter with you?” said the great man.

“I wish,” she answered, “‘to become a nurse in this institution.”

The surgeon tapped a thoughtful tooth with his lancet. “First, one
question: Have you had any previous experience?”’

She dazzled him with a reassuring smile.

“Experience?” she cried. “‘I should just think so. Two of my brothers
play football, another has tried to cross the channel in an aeroplane of
his own make, mother is a suffragette and father keeps a motor car.’’---
Tit-Bits.

r A, Ay 3
THE ARRAIGNMENT
By Grace Mac Gowan Cooke

If he has bread, and you have none,
Has God blest him, forsaken you?
When there was something to be done,

What did you do?
---Lippincott’s.
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OPPORTUNITY

They do me wrong who say I come no more,
When once I knock and fail to find you in;
For every day I stand outside your door,
And bid you wake, and rise to fight and win.
Wait not for precious chances passed away,
Weep not for golden ages on the wane;
Each night I burn the records of the day;
At sunrise every soul is born again.
Laugh like a boy at splendors that have sped,
To vanished joys be blind and deaf and dumb;
My judgments seal the dead past with its dead,
But never bind a moment yet to come.
Though deep in mire, wring not your hands and weep,
I lend my arm to all who say ““I can!”
No shame-faced outcast ever sank so deep
But yet might rise and be again a man!
Dost thou behold thy lost youth all aghast?
Dost thou feel righteous retribution’s blow?
Then turn from blotted archives of the past
And find the future’s pages white as snow.
Art thou a mourner?> Rouse thee from thy spell;
Art thou a sinner? Sins may be forgiven;
Each morning gives thee wings to fly from hell,
Each night a star to guide_thv feet to heaven!
~-Walter Malone.

*® k¥

A SONG OF CONTENT

Above an emerald sea of sod
Blow linen sails like snow"

The floors are sanded, and the hea: «h
Gleams with an Altar’s glow.

A wholesome smell of bread, new-baked:
The spinning-wheel’s low hum;

These, with an hundred homely tasks.
Make of her day, the sum.

Yet search the whole world thro’ and thro’,
Her happiness to match---

Her drowsy babe upon her breast
His hand upon the latch!

Edith Vaughan Michaux in
The Craftsman.
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The Art School for Ambitious Young Women

Its courses fit for professional life.

Its Art Teachers’ course gives a diploma as val-
uable as any in the country.

Its applied Art courses prepare for practice in

the artistic crafts, Pottery, Embroidery and Interior
Decorating.

Practical instruction in painting and sketching
from nature.

DEPARTMENT OF ART

H. SOPHIE NEWCOMB MEMORIAL COLLEGE

NEW ORLEANS, LA.

NEWCOMB POTTERY AND EMBROIDERY

THE
ART - CRAFTS
of the SOUTH

Agentsin all parts
of the country.

DISTINCTIVE
ORIGINAL
BEAUTIFUL

Wedding, Birth-
day and Gradua-
tion Presents.

Designed and Decorated by the Students of the Art Department of the
H. SOPHIE NEWCOMB MEMORIAL COLLEGE, New Orleans, La.

A distinctive American Art product awarded Gold Medal at Jamestown

In writing advertisers mention WOMANS ERA
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THE FORERUNNER

CHARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN’S MAGAZINE
CHARLTON CO., 67 WALL ST., NEW YORK

AS TO PURPOSE:

What is ‘“The Forerunner’’? It is a monthly mag-

azine, publishing stories, short and serial, article
and essay; drama, verse, satire and sermon; dia-
logue, fable and fantasy, comment and review. It
is written entirely by Charlotte Perkins Gilman.
What is it for? It is to stimulate thought; to

arouse hope, courage and impatience; to offer prac-
tical suggestions and solutions, to voice the strong
assurance of better living, here, now, in our own
hands to make.

What is it about? It is about people, princi-
ples and the questions of every-day life; the per-
sonal and public problems of to-day. It gives a
clear, consistent view of human life and how to
live it.

Is it a woman’s magazine?

It will treat all

human. It will discuss Man, in his true place in
life; Woman, the Unknown Power; the Child, the
most important citizen.

Is it a4 Socialist magazine? It is a magazine for

humanity, and humanity is social. It holds that
Socialism, the economic theory, is part of our grad-
ual socialization, and that the duty of conscious
humanity is to promote Socialization.

Why is it published? It is published to express

ideas which need a special medium, and in the be-
lief that there are enough persons interested in
those ideas to. justify the undertaking.

AS TO ADVERTISING:

We have long heard that ‘‘a pleased customer is
the best advertiser.’”” ‘‘The Forerunner’’ offers to
its advertisers and readers the benefit of this au-
thority. In its advertising department, under the
above heading, will be described articles personally
known and used. So far as individual experience
and approval carry weight, and clear, truthful de-
seription commands attention, the advertising pages
of ‘“The Forerunner’’ will be useful to both dealer
and buyer. If advertisers prefer to use their own
statements, ‘‘The Forerunner’’ will publish them if
it believes them to be true.

THE FORERUNNER

CHARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN’'S MAGAZINE
CHARLTON CO., 67 WALL ST., NEW YORK

AS TO CONTENTS:

The main feature of the first year is a new book
on a new subject with a new name:

““Our Androcentric Culture.’”’” This is a study of

the historic effect on normal human development of
a too-exclusively masculine civilization. It shows
what man, the male, has done to the world, and
what woman, the more human, may do to change it.

“What Diantha Did.”” This is a serial novel. It

shows the course of true love running very crook-
edly—as it so often does—among the obstructions
and difficulties of the housekeeping problem—and
solves that problem. (NOT by co-operation.)

Among the short articles will appear:

““Private Morality and Public Immorality.’”’

‘““The Beauty Women Have Lost.”’

““Our Overworked Instincts.”’

““The Nun in the Kitchen.”’

““Genius: Domestic and Maternal.”’

‘*A Small God and a Large Goddess.’”’

‘*Animals in Cities.””

“How We Waste Three-fourths of Our Money.”’

‘‘Prize Children.”’

‘“*Kitchen-Mindedness.’’

‘‘Parlor-Mindedness.’’

‘‘Nursery-Mindedness.’’

There will be short stories and other entertaining
matter in each issue. The department of ‘‘Per-
sonal Problems’’ does not discuss etiquette, fashions
or the removal of freckles. Foolish questions will
not be answered, unless at peril of the asker.

AS TO VALUE:

If you take this magazine one year you will have:
One complete novel .............. By C. P. Gilman
One new: -boOKE:Y. . o5 s e s s i By C. P. Gilman
Twelve short stories ............. By C. P. Gilman
Twelve—and more—short articles..By C. P. Gilman
Twelve—and more—new poems....By C. P. Gilman
Twelve SHOrt - SermMONS: . itr.sision e s s By C. P. Gilman
Besides ‘‘Comment and Review’’...By C. P. Gilman
rePersonal s Problems it G g e By C. P. Gilman
Any many other things........... By C. P. Gilman

DON'T YOU THINK IT'S WORTH A DOLLAR?

Mention WOMANS ERA




NATURAL
ROSY CHEEKS

Are the result of healthy, rich
blood. A natural good -figure

is the result of solid muscles.

Amalthea

MAKES RICH BLOOD

AND
SOLID MUSCLES

Without impairing the health,
because it is guaranteed under
the Pure Food Law, not to
contain Alcohol or any drug

whatsoever. Therefore, write to

Lopez & Company
422 Godchaux Building,
New Orleans, La, U. S. A.

For full information

Mention Womans Era and samples

_Art P laque | Clock

EVERY HOME has a place for such a beautiful yet
serviceable decoration and the stamp of approval her
“Ladyship” has put upon them is significant of the fact
that they are filling a long felt want.

THE PLAQUE in the plain white is made especially
for us 'ly one of the largest China Potteries in the
country and are the best that can be produced.

ALL DECORATIONS are “fired” or burned into the
body ot the plaque and are, therefore, absolutely per-
manent,

EVERY DESIGN is very handsome and submitted only
after pro\ ing their immense popularity by being selected
by even the most fastidious,

THE CLOCK movement is very finely made, thoroughly
adjusted ard accurately timed at the factory and are
guaranteed to be a reliable timepiece.

THE PATENTED METHOD of mounting move-
ment into the plaque permits of having the clock dial
(which is 214 inches in diameter) flush or even with
bottom or face of the plaque, thereby. leaving the
decorations to be shown most advantageously.

AS A DINING ROOM PLATE-RAIL decoration
these Art Plaque Clocks are most appreciated ;
for_what up-to-date dining room don’t have a plate-rail
and how many dining-rooms have a clock.

EACH ART PLAQUE CLOCK is carefully inspected
and packed in an individual box, thereby reducing chance
for breakage to a mininum. A Combination
Easel and Hanger is also included.

Would retail for $3.00 but is not for sale. We
give it away free for four yearly sub-
scriptions at $1.50 each. Send your own with
three others and secure one of these lovely Clock
Plaques. You can do this in 15 minutes by show-
ing a sample copy of WOMANS ERA.

We have other useful and valuable prizes for
our workers. Address at once.

WOMANS ERA,

Sub. Dept., P. O. Box 356. New Orleans, La.

In writing advertisers mention the WOMANS ERA.
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E.. BURNHAM COIFFURES, 1910

THE E. BURNHAM CAP FRAME
AND THIE TURBAN BRAID

The Turban Braid used in
arranging this coiffure is
formed of hair from 30 to 36
inches in length. (Hair of this
extreme length can only be ob-
tained in less than one-half
dozen places in the world.)
We have a large stock in all
shades and textures, and can
8 match your hair exactly.
8 Write for FASHION SUP-
PLEMENT AND ART CAT-
ALOG.

The illustration her (‘“lth
shows the frame—the simple
manner of adjusting the frame
on the head—and the coiffure
arranged over the frame. Note
how cleverly it simulates lux-
urious tresses—softness—full-
ness. It is so natural in ap-
pearance that it cannot be de-
tected. This is the very latest .
conceit worn in London and g8
Paris. and is being introduced§
by E. Burnham.

ORNAMENTS FOR THE NEW COIFF URE

Exquisitely dainty effects in jet, rhinestone, pearl, and other jewels in pins and combs; also
real shell, gold, silver and cut steel. Send for description, illustrations and prices.

E. BURNHAM’'S EXQUISITE “KALOS”
PREPARATIONS

KALOS—OZONE MASSAGE CREAM.
Greaseless, disappearing and delightfully refreshing. A specific remedy for
oily skin. Price 50 cents. Kalos Liliozone, (hand whitener), 25 cents;
Kalos Cremozone (skin beautifier), 50 cents; Kalos Talcozone (Talcum), 25
cents; Kalos Poudrozone (Complexion Powder), $1.00.

FOR SALE BY ALL DEALERS.

THE E. BURNHAM ILLUSTRATED LESSONS

Will teach Vou by CORRESPONDENCE, Artistic Hair Dressing, Shampooing,
Manicuring, Hair Culture, ete. Also manufactunng of Switches, Puffs, Curls
and Transformations- Also Men’s Wigss and Toupees.

: INCREASE YOUR EARNING POWER—A diploma from our school gives
® youstanding in these professions. Send for FREE PROSPECTUS containing
' signed letters of our successful graduates. Our instructors are doing the work
they teach every day.

E BURNHAM 70 and 72 State St., Dept. R Chicago, IIL

{3 ; 29 A book of lyric verse by ROBERT EMMET UA

The Songs Of Aengus CINNEIDIG. . Printed on hand-mande deckle-edge
paper, hand-tied with silk cord. A dainty gift for any occasion. Price prepaid ONE DOLLAR,
or one copy FREE with two subscriptions to WOMANS ERA. Address:

WOMANS ERA, New Orleans.

In writing advertisers mention WOMANS ERA. .




The Times-Nemucrat
THE PAPER FOR
The Home v
The Store
a The Of][ice
PRINTS ALL THE NEWS WORTH PRINTING.
PUBLISHES MORE CLASSIFIED ADS THAN

ANY OTHER NEW ORLEANS PAPER, AND
THEY BRING RESULTS. b

| E=;

—{+

Terms cheerfully furnished upon application

The Times-Demacrat

NEW ORLEANS, LA.
Business Office Phone, Main 981

In writing advertisers mention WOMANS ERA.
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$19.45

' No. 14 Brass Bed

On Approval
Freight Paid

BISHOP sieis UUALTY and STYLE

We sell this beautiful, genuine all-brass
Bed, Colonial style, direct to you for
$19.45. We ship it on approval and pre-
pay freight to all points east of Mississippi
River and north of Tennessee line, allowing
freight that far to points beyond. Or, we
will send the bed with guaranteed springs
and Cotton-felt Mattress complete for $29.50
(worth $60.00). Our tremendous output and
quick cash sales direct from the “World’s
Furniture Center” make our low prices pos-
sible. If you don’t find this Bed superior to
beds sold elsewhere at double our prices,
send it back at our expense and we will re-
fund your money. It is full size double Bed,
4 ft. 6 in. wide by 6 ft. 4 in. long, with
heavy 2.in. continuous Pillars—your choice
of bright or “Satin” finish—both guaranteed
for 10 years. With

BISHOP’S BOOK of CORRECT STYLES
you may furnish your home throughout
at once or gradually, from time to time, being
sure of artistic and harmonious results. For
many years thousands of diseriminating buy-
ers have traveled far to our showrooms in
Grand Rapids to save money and get home-
furnishing suggestions. For the benefit of
those who cannot come, we have issued our
handsome and instructive portfolio of 186
pages. It contains colored plates of artisti-
cally furnished rooms in “period” and mod-
ern styles. Sh..ws correct shades of popular
Grand Rapids finishes. Illustrates and
describes over one thousand styles of de-
pendable furniture. We will . send this
elaborate book. postage paid, if you will
enclose 25 cents to show your interest.

The 25 cents may be deducted from your order. If you
don’t think the book a Correct Guide to furniture buying,
send it back and we will refund your money and the postage

you pay in returning it. Write now and get the benefit of high
quality at direct prices. References..any Grand Rapids Bank.

BISHOP FURNITURE CO., 1-14 'onia St. Grand Rapids, Mich.

BUCKBEE’S SEEDS SUCCEED!
i SPECIAL OFFER:

Made to build New Business. A trial will
make you our permanent customer.
Radish, 17 varieties; Let-
Prize Collection?aast, Rt
the finest; Turnip, 7 splen id; Onion, 8 best varie-
ties; 10 Spring-flowering Bulbs—65 varieties in all,
GUARANTEED TO PLEASE.

Werite to-day; Mention this Paper.

SEND 10 CENTS

to cover postage and packing and receive this valuable

collection of Beeds postpaid, together with my big
Instructive, Benutlfur Seed and Plant Book,
tells all about the Best varieties of Seeds, Plants, etc.

H. W.Buckbee, rhon o Serpma s
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Our Big Catalog FREE

WRITE FOR IT NOW.

. . One-quart

$1.00 Brings This  wix
—_= pitcher,six]
Z = = half-pint

cut glass : AT glasses, 14-
water setto % = inch Bevel]
your home

¥ ed Mirror

This Genuine Cut Glass Water Set

is unsurpassed for its distinctive char-
acter. Positively guaranteed in every par-
ticular. Order quick—allotment is small.
Send $1 for one year’s subscription
to Common-Sense Magazine., After-
wards you may pay $1.00 a month for
twelve months, which completes the pay-
ments on both water set and Magazine.
Our object is to introduce the Magazine
into every home. Address Dept.

Com?hon-Sense Pub. Co., Chicago, IIL

Wanted to make up shields at
L A D Y SEWERS home; $10 per 100, cgn make 2 an

hour; work sent prepaid to reliable women. Send
reply envelope for information.
UNIVERSAL CO., Dept. 35, Philadelphia, Pa.

In writing advertisers mention WOMANS ERA.




“VOTES FOR WOMEN"”
CALENDAR FOR 1910

COMPILED BY

HELEN W. AFFELD
OF THE

Chicago Political Equality League

65 for by R

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18

*“ Freedom hath a thousand charms to s/zow,
That slaves how'er contented never know, 18

Handsomely printed, large plain ﬁgures for dates, bound
with cord, Delivered postpaid for only One Dollar.

MYERS’ PRINTING HOUSE, LTD.

PUBLISHERS
SPECIAL LOW RATES W SPLENDID PROPOGANDA
IN LOTS OF 25 NE ORLEANS MEDIUM
28 Years in Business Dollar Deposits Welcome

Commercial-Germania Trust and Savings Bank
| CAPITAL AND SURPLUS. $2,000,000.00

~ Open Accounts—Savings, Safe Deposit Vaults,
' Trusts, Investments, Etc.

311 Camp Street NEW ORLEANS;LA. 811 Common Street
: wit-  Branches Near All Principal Markets and in A]giers

In writing to advertisers mention the WOMANS ERA.
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WOMEN'S CLUBS

Will find our house specially equipped
_ to supply all their needs for

CLUB STATIONERY

Printed, Engraved or Embossed.

A& {YEAR BOOKS ~

q . designed especially to order, neat classy
style, embodying artistic development
of your ideas, _

Te{l us your wants and let us submit
samples or “ dummy.”

MYERSSPRINTING FIOUSE.LTD.,

POYDRAS AND CARROLL STREETS
NEW ORLEANS, LA.

SIEINWAT. | IHE] P

The Best Pianos ,
STEINWAY A neat-appearing woman

in every city and town to

PIANOILAS introduce WO MA NS
ER A, and act as local

The Best Pianolas representative.
; We are ready now to take your Specially attractive terms to
fm order. Wl’IO Wlll be the ﬁrst to own energeﬁc women who -wll] con-
a Steinway Pianola n the State 0[ duct a ’UigOfOllS Campaign.
Louisiana? Address, with references, at once,
p Subscription Manager
Price $1,250.00 WOMANS ERA,

New Orleans, La.

lhe

b
Grunewald S MASONIC.0.0.x- K> RITUALSS e

Are Agents for Both. The ‘“Frat.” Pub. Co., 159 MarketSt.,Chicago,IlL

In writing advertisers mention the WOMANS ERA.




NO MORE WRINKLES

Beautifu I Bu St. Superfluous Hair Vanishes Like

Uagic by a New Discovery.

My I Send You My Beauty Secrets?

I am a woman who knows the value of a perfect figure, large bust, beautif1com=
plexion, youthful appearince and the thrilland animation of a life full of*joyous heal. h.
I made myself the woman I am today. I brought about my wonderful change in
asecret and pleasant manner. I felt the thrill of this change, and I saw myself pass-
ing quickly into a different woman. Wrinkles disappeared in a night. A scrawny,
hateful, flabby, dry skinned neck, bust and shoulders became rounded, plump, pink
and pretty. I was overjoyed at my secret discovery. Men and women who had never
before looked at me became very friendly. I had more society than I could possibly
meet. I actually cried because of the years I had spent in anguish. I want to tell
you my secrets. I’ll tell you how to increase your bust, so that you can feel the
change at once. . 3
Nothing is taken into the stomach, no masks or common massage with worthless
cold cream. By my secret discovery I remove wrinkles and develop the bust and
shoulders plump and fat. All readers should write me at once and I will send you,
particulars regarding my new discovery and will show you
How to quickly remove wrinkles
How to enlarge the bust
How to make long, thick evelashes and eyebrows
How to remove superfluous hair from the face,
instantly, without pain
How to darken gray hair :
How to remove blackheads and pimples

Don’t evade the question. You know how men and women look upon uncomely
girls and women. In business, society or home they are pitied, forsaken, forlorn
and shunned. Become hopeful now. Try once more. Confide in me, a woman
who has passed through every heartache and longing that you are now suffering.
I will talk to you in words that you will understand. Write me in full con-
fidence, and I will reply to you in the same way in a plain, unmarked, private
communication. I want every woman, mother, wife or girl, to answer my
request and send for my beauty secrets and beauty book, ‘‘Nature’s Way to
Beauty,”” and be sure to send 4 cents to help pay postage and cost of mailing.

EVELYN CUNNINGHAM, Dept. 199, 40 Dearborn St.,
CHICAGO, ILL.

In writing advertisers mention WOMANS ERA







Che Chiragn Schopl of
Applied and Normal Art ||

EMMA M. CHURCH, Director

(Incorporated)

This school is qualified under the
statutes of the State of lllinois to
confer diplomas and degrees, and
is on the credited list of the Board
of Education of Chicago, Illinois

Day and Evening School alf the Year Around

Professional Training for Teachers
of Art in Public Schools

Regular two year courses in [llustration, Decora-
tive Design, Commercial Design, Drawing, Paint-
ing, Manual Training and Normal Courses.

Special Mid Year Class begins
FEBRUARY 1, 1910.

WRITE FOR PARTICULARS

| 311234 Wicigan Avenve. ~ GHIGAGD, ILL. |
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WOMANS ERA,

A MAGAZINE OF INSPIRATION FOR
THE MODERN WOMAN

PO Box )0,

Circulation Dep't. NCW Orleans.




