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each one the contribution of fifty cents, reminding her that Miss
Anthony's work paved the way for the present educational oppor=-
tunities of women.

The scale of contributions ag upon to be requested
is as follows:

All profegsional women, wi

exception of teachers, $1.00
Teachers e 90
College women 1.00
College students s,
Business women 1.00
Stenographers .50
Department store AR
Factory workers 10
The rank and file of home-makers according to their

ability to give.

donations will be recorded under their proper clasgi-
fications and reported by the treasurer of the central committee,
to either National Treasurer, Miss Jessie Ashley, 505 Fifth
Avenue, New Yor or to me as Na quwq; Chairman, at 1800 Prytania
Street, New OT]%&HS, La,

S AT T lose a plan of collection which I believe any
one "“fing as a local h"jWWQH to such plan will find an admirable
aid n 00112, WeY; fy personal experience has proved very en-

g to furnish extra plans to any willing
TICUlnLE them, provid e necessary postage and two cents
plan he enclo with the order. There is so little money on

hand, that these economical precautions have be taken. These
plans would be a in collecting from the teachers, the depart-
ment stores and ﬁ; factorm employees, as well as from the college
students.

~ ieve ought to be at least a thousand women
in the United States able to give or raise $100. Little home
entertainments, such as card, lotto or book parties following the
church ideas of raising funds, could well be inaugurated for the
fund.

The 1 and Secretary receiving this requ
arnestly asked to call thi letter to the attention of
member of the s ) not read it mechanically
then agitate it n¢ Form a committee at
the differes: nembers and secure i

Kate M. Gordon.
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me that there is nething te be gained, particularly at this time, in
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June 13, 1911.

My dear Miss Clay and Miss Blackwell:
I am writing to you in regard to lirs, Boyer and the

money she advanced in the Oklahoma campaign. I have been hammering 80
at Miss Ashley about the publication of the Susan B. Anthony Fund that
I do not want to seem to press again upon another financial matter.. I,
personally, do not know whether ¥iss Ashley is incapable as a treasur-
er, or whether it has been the embarrassment of money that has made it
particularly difficult for her, I do not think that I could be regard-
ed as gossiping when I say to two officers that when I was in New York
she seemed to have little or no time whatsoever for National work, and
would come into the cffice only for an hour or so towmrds four o'clock.

Now it Seems to me that if the Wational Association is paying an offi=-

cer. then that officer's time belongs to the Association; and while I
9 <3 ]

am not even aware o0f Whe she may be paid, I think we ought to have an
officer that can give sufficient time to run the financial matters of
the Association. Untrained and unbusinesslike as I am, when last fall
I talked ahout this Oklahoma situation and she brought to me the cancel-
led checks as a proof that YNrs. Boyer had received the money, I imme-
diately saw that these checks were for #oney due Mrs. Boyer February,
March and Aprilz But she would hot lock at it from that viewpoint
which hag been proven to be the correct one.

Now I do not see, in looking over Mrs. Bgyer's letter,
that there are any points that I can make clearer. I do think that the
whole conduct of the affair was unbusinesslike, and in regard to the

Owen memorials, she certainly Bhould have been advised that they came

out of the $2,000 appropriation. I feel very deeply the hardship that

Mrs. Boyer has been made to sustain, I personally think the woman is
pretty hard up, and really makes a better show on little than any of us

have any idea of. Thd4t she should have been made to carry this debt of




#2
the National Association is to me incredible. So I hope and pray that

you two auditors will confer at once and if Miss Ashley does not respond

that you will send out a complaint to the Board,\

I have just written to Miss Ashley refusing to vote
for the renting of permanent headquarters until next May. There has
never even been submitted a vote for a definite expression of opinion,
and now we get information that an offer has been made, and I would
really like to know upon what auwthority. I have suggested that we of=-
fer to rent temporarily until November the present Headguarters, and
not being able to do this, then certainly among four National organiza-
tions such as New York holds-- the Wackay, the Belmont, the Woman Sufe
frage Party and the Woman's Political Union, we ought to be able to get
store room and office space to carry us thru this emergency. It strikes
me that after reading Mrs. Hutchinson Page's letter in the Journal that
there is not any more National spirit left in our National organization
than is included in the Yackay League or any other of the local New York
organizations,

Very cordially yours,

SVl ATt e

Dictated but not read.
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meet monthly I suppose your letter was written hefore the last Journal,
in which some member of that Advisory Board says plainly that provis-
o

ion was puf ir pressly for the puppose of cutting off the elegtion of

4

officers fror L1 sections of the country. In gase it
that propesell rsvision are %o have
express opposing views I may say now thatl
ground that if the Convention wishes %o h all the
g small cirole around any point it can do so under the
gtitution, and it need not bind the will of fubure conventions
““MLL g the Constiftution without trial of the new peolicy
the freedom of electing where 1t will wifthout
a two~thirds vote. I do not
vice-president., In the
1ave a saving grace! Long may she wave!
HJeadquarters matter is put to a vote of the Exasc:
ought to be digtinetly statied what cfificersn Imew
made the interlinealion &nd what ones did not, I do

personally to appear before the Assoeiation as having given

¢tober when such vital questions as Headquarters and

would come upon us with a treasury so low that not even a

> A

an be called; and with a treasurer who.sees no obligation to keep the

informed of the s the :r’ea{‘*lry. I have never had such an

unsauiQJhrtor"< ear since I have heen on the Roard,

v e

Please ]f t me hear from.you when you can write.

Very ecordially yours
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June 20, 1911

My dear Misg Clay and Miss Gordom:=

T am writing the sams letter to both of you because 1 want

to say the same thing to both, and it will save fime In. the first

place, I want to explain that iid not know of the interlineation
of Mrs, Belmont in the until Miss Shawispoke of it in ;the
letter in which she took g vote om chaonging headquarters.
the Washington convention in the Board
proper lease being dr

the officers

the ne
the offexr whi Migs Shaw presented for Mrs
t) Miss ‘Shaw and T both signed this leass in Washington and I
viled it to Mrs. Belmont. Sonme time afterward the document
wa.s returned to me in Chicago 'and I simply turnsd to.t page of
signatures to sgee that lrs, Belmont's signature w there, I found
that it was and so put the document away., 1t did not occur to 'me to
read it dhrough again. T had never referred te it again until Miss
came; then I got it out and noticed that this clause

was written in by hand "or until Auvugust 1,191¢“. Sc Miss Shaw

evidently was the only one who knew of that prévision although I
v -




might have known. I fought against deferring the convention until

October, but on the ground that it was extending our terms of

office six months, which seemed to me a nervy thing to do., 1 wrote

to Miss Shaw that if it were extended to fall I felt that she should
it to the states, then the officers would not be to blame.

Some of those who'receive a salary by their vote extended their

/
salary & few months. I eertainly should never have voted for iy s © gl 8

receiving a salary. The thing which reconciled me to the

the convention was the fact that the Kentucky women who
the convention seemcd better pleased to have it s0.But I
that it has: turned out to be one 6f Fthe greatest mistakes we
bnyc made. It hag given gether with ths vote not %o hold the
o8& tte meeting) theo officers in lNew York ihe power to do g good
many - things which the Board wi bably ha to sufifer for. 1
rote ‘to Mi ghaw and agked le ‘or the vote against holding the
either of vou ab voting at a1k
upon. that question,Mi ABY Mrs, Dennett and I voted in favor
and Mrs. MeCulloch rather gvaded the vote by sayving that she didn't
Iknow how much .monay was in the reasury. I dooneot see how Migsg Shaw
could construe this as a negative vote. I think the whole plan of
the vear has beern to ignore the officers 11V1n£ in "furren® parts.
; o LT Lasetlaiw? :
The lettersof Mrg. Page and Mrs. in the last Mman's
urnalﬁ show the discusgion which has evidently been going on in

those circles about the € ¢58 of the members of the Board who
———————— f




are not at headgquarters. I agree with both Miss Clay and lMiss

L=

%gbrdén in the positions vou have taken and think your letters are

splendid, I agree with Mrs, McCulloch,however, that we had better
save our ammunition fcr the convention instead of writing in the
Woman's Journal, but I believe that we had better get somebody else
from the South, middle West and the West to write in the Woman's
Journal on these points from the standpoint of broader national
work,

I agree with Miss Clay's position on the headquarters. 1
wrote immediately that I was opposged to any lzage beyond the
National Convention and I think Misg Clay's last letter "to Miss
Ashley is exactly rights ' I do not believe they can produce large
sume of money to pay the rent ousside the Haticnal treasury. When
they have a 1list of subscribers
change my decision, There is no
little snub at Mrs, McCulloch in her notificatiocn to hexr that Mrs,
Dennett cculd atiend #c‘all the business during her 36 I
believe we should stand pat on -the heat
theadvice of the advisory committee when it is good and not be over=
awed by it when it doesn't agree with our judgment., I had a very
clear vision of what this 211l meant at the time it was proposed but
would have been accused of harboring suspicionsg if I had spoken of
it under all circumstances at that time. I think that the south and

western states will have to come to the convention with their war




"

paint on if we are to retain a semblance of a national instead of a
sectional organization,
With bept wishes for both of you, I am

Yours most cordially,




I80e Erytanis S5t,. July 88, IpiI

deCulloch; =
Read my copy of & joint letter te Miss Shaw.
they knowingly sent ocut the p:romise of Nrs. Belmont
to zet our votes , the whole proceeding 18 89 dishonest
that I cannot contemplate it celmly. It would Justify our insisting
upon throwing up the lease. However as we have reached the first

£

of August snd we could net escape with out & public secsndal, I am
doing seo
Jgou to sign it, but in mixrkarxzams do not fesl

brotest on my pert smd that I will

el 2t ldss Clay is in no wise ebligated to rey the

twentyfive dollars promi Exm es the offer wae made under false pre

tenses unlesas Miss Ashley can prove herself imnccent. i: wiich case
tﬁe responsinility is upon Miss thaw snd she ought
the 500,

been interrupted so often I can hardly freme
my ideasbut there is much I have o say on many peints.
try and get off & letter to 'ti Joard rrow in reference to
the £. B. A. Fund psying back indebtedness. It is coentrery to the
intention of the collection. Lyinclose my ‘voles I have been guided
by your point of view in the Wiscomsin business ---a gituation I
know notling sbout.

Very cordislly,

Kate M, Gordon,




1800 Prytenia 8t, July 27th,

My dear NMiss Clay:- , ¢ : :
It has been impessible to write sooner im reply

to seversl inquiries im your letter of July IZth., I do net agree with
you in your comclusion in regard to lrs. Belmont., Her pledge was un-
til the next convention which is supposed to be am snnual convention

and which she mo doubt cemcluded wuuld be held within the twelve

months, her interlineation was really & generous extension of the
time,snd really essuming three months extrs financisal responsibility.

I do not think Mrs., Belmont has any ides whatsoever ef the cenduct of
the Natiomal, and I have recently come to the conclusiom thet Miss Shaw/.
would only give her the version she wanted her to have, I see no reaso’
why however you should not gquestien Miss Shaw clesely upean the situatio’
‘I confess that I realize how little grasp I have had . All I knew

of the situation was the offer read to the comventien I did no#
come on the Board until June, &nd heard none of the discussion relative
to the contract. In my mind we were fixed until the convention

but I still can see where lirs. Belmont might think it wes for a yearx
and she did protect herself by that interlinestion, Miss Shaw's . posi-
tion is one of either criminsl carelessness or intentional duplicity

in order to force & New York H'grs on the Conventien.

Since receiving Miss’Ashleighs letter giving the basis

for the six months lease, I confesgfeel helpless., I have sent the

of the £800.00 securify upen Whichgzpe secured the vote of the Bemrd

inclosed inquiries to Miss Shew end Miss Ashley, and if they enswer the'
they knewingly scted as they did, they should be impeached. What
staggers me is the effrrontery with which in erticle four she claims
Mrs, Stewarts vote as a Btraight‘majerityketa on the question and

yet in her report of the vetd}urs. Stewart is reported as telegraphing

'with the umderstamding that the Ntl. pays only six hundred dellars to
Feb. you may count my vote yesetc".




é

N

I am therefore writing Mrs. McCullech that my vete on the lease wild
hinge on the replies I receive to the join% letter to Miss Shew and I
Miss Ashley. I have grown prétty sick of the whole business,

You will note by the letter written me & copy of which is sent
the Board that the money thet paid krs. Boyer is freom the S. B, 4.
Fund. That represents money taken te pay past bills entirely comntra
ry to the Spézéflff the fund. I hope you will agree with my point of
view. I thimk "e cheek" as the English pester expresses it to spend
the money before even acknowledging the amounts received to the col-
lector of i%t,

I cannet find the Journal referred to by youxmmakxzx but read
with plessure your letter of inguiry to the State Superintendents of
Education in La. end Miss. and their replies. The educational and
property qualifications in the right te vote,do not apply te negroes
only. The property right gained in La, is one granted fo illiterate
voters on property assessed at {300, The grandfather clause of the
1898 Constitution lasted for two years only and ensbled all illiterate!
to qualify whose fathers voted bhefore 1868, The discrimination
against the negda in his yight to vote is that he is forced to show th'
thet he can read snd write to an examining Board under what they call
an understanding cleuse , whe posSsess the power to disqualify him, An’
they do disguelify negroes far better qualified then whites ,%to vote °
under an educational gqualification. 0f course we heve 8 poll tax
reguirement ,two successive poll tax receipts being essential in,the
right to vote. This is the real impediment in the average negro;s
right to vote. The law does not discriminate im the letter, t of
gourse leaves a ple room for freué, which the politicismns have fully
made use of to their sdventege end the peoples loes,

Pray, tell me . Hes lrs. Dennett ever consulted with you
on the program end the choice of speskers? I bet you there will be nm
money forthecoming to psy speakers,  nothing for work,but the wonder-
ful business lady will I bet heve Several hundred dollars & t her dis
possl. When I think how for months before hand I would be working
schemes to get passes and meke routes for speakers in order to get
fine speakers for nothing et our conventions, 'I fairly get gick at
the extravagent notions thet seem to be the order of the day to-day.

If I promise to tell you something about the Press Work
I found on landing in New York , will you keep it & secret umless 15
authorize you to sSpesk of it. Three officers on the spot and amy
way you look at it appears as criminal either in carelessness or compli
city. Oh ,how I wish I could have seen you at Nont Eagle. g

Affectionately,
Kate I, Gordon,




letter sent liiss Sheaw and Miss Ashley.

1800 Prytania St. July 83,I9II.

vinee receiving the copy of Miss Ashley's Letter
to Mrs. McCulloch I confess I find myself loath to accept vhe conclu-
sion which seems inevitable , unless you can both throw some needed
light on the situation. I am therefore sending this joimt letter and
&8 an Officer with distinct duties towards the Associstion I must sk
the following questions and hope for a prompt reply.

Ist. Will Miss Shaw tell me whether when she offered to’ the

88 an inducement for continuing the Hesdquerters in New York, the $I000
dollars promised by lMrs. Belmont enm the sole condition that headquarter
be located in New York, she hsd repudiated to lNrs. Belmont as impossi-
ble the other conditien upen which the donstion hinges?

end., Will Miss Ashley tell me whether when she offered this promised
donation as en asset towards the rent ,in hoth of the offers mede the
Nationel Officers, she was eware of the second condition which depends
upon liiss Shaw's reelectiom to the Presidency?

ng with keen snxiety this very much desired informstien







NATIONAL “AMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION

MEMBER OF INTERNATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRAGE ALLIANCE AND OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

PRESIDENT, ANNA HOWARD SHAW, MOYLAN, PA
CATHARINE WAUGH McCCULLOCH, TREASURER, JESSIE ASHLEY,
EVANSTON, ILLS. 505 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK CITY
(ATE M. GORDON LAURA CLAY, 189 NORTH MILL STREET,
1900 PRYTANIA STREET, NEW ORLEANS. LA. AUDITORS LEXINGTON, KY.
TARY, MARY WARE DENNETT, ALICE STONE BLACKWELL
505 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK CITY 45 BOUTWELL AVENUE, DORCHESTER, MASs
CHAIRMAN PRESS COMMITTEE. MISS CAROLINE |. REILLY,
505 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY

CORRESPONDING

LA S. STEWART,
ERSON AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLS. AUXILIARIES
COLLEGE EQUAL SUFFRAGE LEAGUE
PRESIDENT. MiSS M. CAREY THOMAS, BRYN MAWR, P4.

FRIENDS EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION
i PRESIDENT, MARY BENTLEY THOMAS, EDNOR, MARYLAND
TELEPHONE 6855 BRYANT
AFFILIATED SOCIETY
o “ THE EQUAL FRANCHISE SOCIETY
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NEW ORLEANS DISPENSARY FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN

DR. CLARA GLENK

DR. BLANCHE FASSY

DR. ADA SCHWING KIBLINGER
MISS SOPHIE WRIGHT

MRS. GEORGE WILLIAMS
MRS. ELIZABETH SIMONDS
MRS. A. BRITTIN

MRS. CHAS. HARDWICK
MRS. CHAS, UNSWORTH
MRS. C. B. FISCHER

MRS. R. N. DAY

MISS FLORENCE DYMOND
MRS. GEO. KOPPEL

MRS. WM, BEHAN

MRS. JOHN CLEGG

MRS. R. N. GOURDAIN-SMITH
MRS. WM. PORCH

MRS. WM. FLOWER

MRS. JOHN DIBERT

AND DISTRICT NURSING

MRs. H. F. BALDWIN, PRESIDENT

Miss ELIZABETH PURCKARD, VICE-PRESIDENT
Miss KATE M. GORDON, CORRESPONDING SEC'Y
MRS. EDGAR WHITEHEAD, RECORDING SEC’'Y
DR, SARA MAYO, TREASURER

MRs. RICHARD CHARLES, AUDITOR

Miss MARY RAWLINGS
CHAIRMAN OF DISTRICT NURSING

MRsS. JOHN PHILIPS
CHAIRMAN OF HOUSE COMMITTEE

MRS. CHAS. MAGINNIS
CHAIRMAN OF FINANCE COMMITTEE
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