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there is the subject of nat:crhl su*rrm?c g0 raiged that the

cannet aveld it by gaying that the nation hag ne voter and there-

ne jurisdiocticn, béeceuce the suffrage lp reserved whelly to the

is & metter hietery that the gréat woman suffrage meyvement
has alvways been aveided - ghunted one gi ecguse the naticn as such

had nct gought te have jurisdictie "Ge ye t ir. geversl
Hrs. Btarten. snd ¥isas Antheny and sll the ; T T 409 ey e iy
bennets ané departed,
I videk 1 Hed the mengy for the ghog liatkér I have worn cut here
for this csvuse, and for the cheffing, snsering and pelting with
itballe sné the like that I have encured in.geiting Learings
heard myself upen this subject ¢f suffrsge which sny,
Senator ocught te ¥new ghoulcd fersver be left with the ftates
used to say th 56 they will centinue t¢ eay even afier you
cn them ycur great Petitien with millicons ef names.
But this memerisl which'I gend you cannct be lancred, Slavery

and ‘the glave trade in the District .¢f Cclumbia was alwaye admitted t¢ be

seoond section provides thel Congress ney prescribe any
ificaticn for veters in sny manner consigtent with gévermment republican
reform, snd feur stabes slresdy have woman suffrage s¢ that if we can
carry the amendment we can make the Tight hepefully, in fsct slmost cere-
tainly for woman suffrage in this Districy; and &s & repult of the genera%
naticnalized bettle, in every siste by state scilen, or by a natitnal
ccnstituticnel swencément embracing the whele = perhsps ccloniss and all,
Gongress kas both legal and moral jurisdicticn ever the peorle ¢f the Die-

trict cf Celumbia, sand now helds them in slavery.




There 18 net an srgumsnt for the guffrage in this Digtrict
does nct suppert the suffrage feor acnaﬁ‘in'ihﬂ‘bmticn at lerge, anc
carrying suffrage for thip Digtriot yev will carry wemar suffrage
natiocn,

If thought best you can petition for woman
triet, in di terme at once. Tre cleuce csn be smernded by adcding the
wods "arnd in presoribing such quslificaticns there ghall be nc disgtin weticn
on account ¢f sex."

T theught we could get the men felks essier gt first

ALY
L

well kncwing or &t least Pfirmly Lelieving tkat, &e
the agitaticn gees en, bty the time we get the sgmendmert and back tc Con=
v the necesgary legitlaticn to csrry it intc effect, we shall
agily get weman suffrage, net crnly in this Digtrict, bus &
carry tHe grand measure fer the emancipation ¢f the ferty millions ef
wvhite aiuvss, for which ycu are preparing your grest Petiticn ef Bights
This memcrisl weuld be ancillisry $¢ that,

I dcn't ¥ray encugh but I do prey Ged tkat T mey live tc egee
3 6 ¥

that Petiticn granted shd some weman, the Mether of her couniry by vitue

of a higher title than that by which Washingten is gcelsimed t¢ be its
Father, He liberated three millions, Lincelr liberated feur millicne,
but thsat voman weuvld have enfrenchised more than ferty millicns, and they
of those slresdy dominant in the gcul-life ¢f the natien.

New the present unrest and sgitaticn in the District ¢f Columbie
presente & grest oppertunity, if 1t be properly utilized, and I have pree
pared this memcrial from the expsrience ¢f forty yesre ¢f theught and ef=
fort in the genersl cpuse, for I heve been in fever ¢f egual suffrage re=
gardless ¢f gsex frcm my yeuth « yes frow nmy ckilche¢d up. I have te all
appearance ten c¢r fifteen years ¢f sctive working 1ife before me, Yeile

retaining my voting héme in New Hampehire, my c¢ffice and werk are here
& 9 8
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and I weuld prefer tc put my remgining yesrs into thie ceuse, thse Atriumph

0T which cerries all cther ceégnate iuucéa,'féch'as temperance, educatien,
industrial welfare, end, in shgrt, 2%
theé country but ¢f the xerld,

I Groer .46 th miust relinquish to gcme, perkape to a con-
giderable extent, my legal businesges vpcen which 1 an' dependert; Tor my
life hast beern rmainly given sway in these "causes” - gnd gladly = 1
whining, ner kicking ner begging.

But, sxcepting New York,
cepting New York, - Wasbington ie tle
ters -~ at legst for leesl counsel ®k uwle &nd would conetantly
shape and fscillitate effort. New Yerk snd Wechingten would net cenfliet,
but rather weuld cemplement each cther, find the rum pecrle, and all
forms ¢f ccembinatiens that want anytking ¢f Cengrese which they actually
get, thercughly crganized snd phalsnxe snd inverisbly sided by ceunssl
or men familiar with public men and practiocal legisleticn, Certainly
Washington ie the grest centre frem vhich te reach ell yarts ¢f the ecuntiy)

sre here represented.

New I sghould deprecs oy etep vhich werld put men st the froent

o - by 4, 2
great mevenent, Men e ¢ wellY sdvccate the cauce 1n

&

ef the
igletive bedles, &8 can WeNel.
But I have ¢ften theught that perhaps men might have helped them mere than
they have, end in impertent ways in which women cculé net help themselves,
and nov vhen it isc g0 clear that & grest effert is to be mede by the in=
igl slemente of socliety hiterte so indifferent sprarently as well
v these whe have s¢ long borne the burden ard heat of the day, weulad
not be well fer you te utilize us pocr worthless men folke & little.

migkt preve e be to you vhat Linceln geid ¢f the derkies shen he sug=

gested that they were wertih saving, because
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Memorial to the Democratic

National Convention of 1 908

Gentlemen :

You are respectfully requested by the National
American Woman Suffrage Association to place the
following plank in your Platform :

Resolved: That we favor the ex-
tension of the Elective Franchise to the
women of the United States, by the

States, upon the same qualifications
upon which it is now accorded to men.

We ask this
Ist. In order that our Government may live
up to the principles upon which it is founded.

2nd. In order that the women in the homes

and in the industries may have equal power with

a

men to influenc onditions aﬂcct‘u.g th
ive spheres of action.

In making this demand for justice, our Associa-
tion calls your attention to the fact that more than
five million women who are occupied in the indus-

tries of the United States are helpless to legislate




upon the hours, conditions or remuneration for their
labor.  We call your attention to the fact that
through the commercialized trend of legislation, the
children of our nation are being sacrificed to a
veritable juggernaut—cheap labor, while this same
trend is wasting our mineral, land and water
resources, imperiling thereby the inhertance of
future generations. We call your attention to the
moral conditions menacing the youth of our country.

Justice and expediency demand that women be
granted equal power with men to mould the con-
ditions directly affecting the industries, the resources

and the homes of the nation.

We therefore appeal to the Democratic

National Convention, assembled to name national
standard bearers and to determine national policies,
to adopt in its platform a declaration favoring the
extension of the franchise to the women of the

United States.
ANNA H. SHAW,
RACHEL FOSTER AVERY,
FLORENCE KELLEY,
ALICE STONE BLACKWELL,
KATE M. GORDON,
HARRIET TAYLOR UPTON,
LAURA CLAY,
MARY S. SPERRY.







National American Woman Suffrage Assoriation

(MEMBER NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN)

President, - Rev. Auna Howard Shaw, Moylan, Pa.
First Vice-Pres. - Rachel Foster Avery, Swarthmore, Pa. NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

Second Vice-Pres. - Florence Kelley, W I Oh Treasurer, - Harriet Taylor Upton, Warren, Ohio.
105 East 22nd Street, New York City. arren, 10, Laura Clay, Lexington, Ky.
Corresponding Secretary, - Kate M. Gordon, Al‘(l’tOFS:" Mary Simpson Sperry, s
1800 Prytania Street, New Orleans, La 2100 Pacific A venue, San Francisco, Cal.
§ ytania § , Ne: ans, La.

Recording Secretary, - Alice Stone Blackwell,
3 Park Street, Boston, Mass

OFFICE OF CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
1800 PRYTANIA STREET
NEW ORLEANS, LA.,

The National American Woman Suffrage Assoclation has been
granted by the Sixtieth Congress a hearing upen their bill asking
for the submission of an amendment to the National Constitution
forbidding disfranchisement on account of sex. The date of this
hearing has been set for Tuesday morning, March 3rd.

A very cordial -invitation is extended to the women members
of the families of our Congressional representatives to be present
at this hearing upon what we deem the most important Treguest for
legislation before the people of our country.

These hearings will be heard in the committee room of the

judiciary of the House, and in the Marble Room of the Senate. The

Association Naving large demands from parties Jdnterested to attend

these hearings, and listen to ithe arguments, would appreciafe an
early reply signifying acceptance or declination.

Believing that there is no question of more serious impor-
tance to the women of the country at large, than this guestion of
the suffrage for women, I amy, on the part of the Assoclation,

Very truly yours,
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