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INTRODUCTION.

A L1re or CHANNING, in one volume, appears among the
memorials of his hundredth birthday, with the hope of mak-
ing this great-souled and free-thoughted, this largely-loving
and loftily-aspiring prophet of humanity more widely known
by fellow-Christians of all communions, and by the people,
not of our Republic only, but of every nation throughout
Christendom and the world.

For his compeers, friends, and followers are gratefully con-
fident, that among the illustrious lives which have shed
truth, love, and quickening influence through the nineteenth
century none will be found more bright with promise of
a reconciled human race than that of WiLLiaM ELLEry
CHANNING.

Truly he was the morning-star of a better day for man
made one around our globe, by universal equity and
brotherly-kindness, by integral culture and refinement, by
heroic works of beneficence and beauty, and above all by
living communion with the Living God, the Father, Sov-
ereign, and Friend of His whole family on earth and in
heaven, united in spirit with His Beloved Son, and growing
in His image, to perfection.

W. H. C.
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PREFACE.

THIS work is an autobiography, in so far as the materials
at my command have enabled me to give it that character,
and consists of extracts from private papers, sermons, and
letters, with such remarks only interwoven as seemed needed
for purposes of illustration. Its plan is very simple. After a
somewhat full and minute notice of Channing’s early years,
which will be found to present many interesting facts, and
which no one hereafter could so well supply, the selections
from his manuscripts have been arranged according to the
twofold order of subject and of time. This method was
chosen as the one best fitted to convey an adequate impression
of the steadiness with which he held all objects of thought
before his mind, until his views became consistent and com-
plete ; and the growth of his opinions is in this way made
clear, as well as the result of his progress. A thorough reader
will consider any loss of vivacity in the narrative more than
compensated for by the knowledge thus gained of the mental
and moral processes of an earnest secker after truth and
right.

[t was the original design to present a finished portrait of
WiLLiaMm ELneEry CHANNING, regarded as a man, a minister
of religion, a philosopher, a reformer, and a statesman, — to
point out his place among the leading persons of the age, —
and, by exhibiting his relations to various parties, to sketch
his life and times. Extensive preparations were made accord-
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ingly. DBut experiment at length satisfied me that it was far
more difficult than had been supposed to shun the dishonesty
of making my honored relative the exponent of my prejudices,
without sinking into a tone of non-committal yet more at vari-
ance with his character and with the truth. The biographer
has therefore preferred silence to partiality or tameness, has
limited himself to brief hLints and descriptions, has stated for
Channing such opinions only as there could be no risk of mis-
apprehending or misrepresenting, and, in a word, has left him

to be his own interpreter.
W.- . C.
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MEMOIR.

PART FIRST.

Cuarrer . —PARENTAGE AND BIRTIL

1780.

N the 7th of April, 1730, WiLriam ELrLery Crassixg, the
third child of WiLLiaM Crnassineg and Luey ELLERry, was
born in Newport, Rhode Island, U.S. A.

Ilis grandparents, upon the father’s and the mother's side alike,
were persons of more than common energy, both in character and
intelligence. '

Williaun Ellery, his mother’s father, was a man of singular hearti-
ness, honesty., good sense. and simplicity. ** Graduoated at Harvard
College in 1747, he entered upon business as a merchant in his
native town, Newport, which then offered every encouragement
to an enterprising man, and was full of attractions to one of his
social temper. He married, early in life, Ann, the daughter of
Judge Remington, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, an excellent
woman, prudent, affable, and hospitable, ¢ver watehful over her
children, and careful that her husband should find no place so
agrecable to him as his home.

*¢ Mr. Ellery, though urging the voung to keep to a single busi-
ness, to love it, and find distinction in it, and though inclined in
liis own habits to steady, systematic application, was obliged to
cive up merchandise in the time of embarrassing revenue acts and
non-importation agreements, when there was little or nothing for
him to do but to join heart and hand, as he did, with the * Sons
of Liberty,” and in 1770 began the practice of the law. 1le was,
as he says in a letter, a *stanch friend to political liberty, and
that liberty with which the Gospel has made us free.” And his
scnse of the worth of freedom could be the more relied on. as it
did not spring from cager symuathy with the sudden exeitements

1
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of the day, but from principles which his experience and reflection
had prudently developed and confirmed. It was a deep-seated
passion and a moral preference.  To forward politieal liberty was,
in his view, to follow every individual to his own heart and home
with a blessing. According to his own strong language, he placed
his obligations to uphold liberty as high as those which bound him
to his wife and children.  Ile had thus far held no political or judi-
cial office ; but he was known to the people for his firmness, judg-
ment, and devotion to the public eause; had shown himself a
public-hearted man in the first struggles against encroachments
upon the rights of the colonies: had been upon important com-
mittees, who@.{, business was to procure the repeal of oppressive
revenue acts; wias acquainted with the active spirits who were
preparing themselves and the people for a separation from the
mother country ; and had inspired a general confidence in his fit-
ness for a high civil trust, let the aspect of affairs be ever so per-
plexing. Thus approved. he was chosen as delegate of Rhode
Island in the memorable Congress of 1776, and with his venerable
colleague, Stephen lopkins, set his name to the Declaration of
Independence.

¢ Mr. Ellery was in Congress from 1776 to 1786, with the excep-
tion of the years 1780 and 1782 ; and while there had universal
confidence f'm' his prudent, straightforward. practical view of affairs,
and for his consistent, independent, decided conduct. Besides the
respect which his abilities and character thus obtained, his social
spirit and powers of conversation, his wit, pleasantry, and good-
humored satire, which could enliven a party of friends at their
lodgings, or sweep away the fallacies and whims of members in a
debate, brought him into delightful intimacy with leading men.

*“ His character bore the marks of habitual self-inspection and
self-resistance.  Humility was the virtue which he seemed to prize
as the most comprehensive and productive. His effort was to bring
every thought and desire into subjection before God, and to find
secnrily and motive in a fixed sense of his deficiencies and his obli-
gations. This constant study of humility was his light and strength.
It cleared and simplified the purpose of hwman life. It gave him
more and more the command of his faculties, and the exercise of
his affections, and the power of dévoting himself to duty. 1t showed
him on what false principles men are commonly plonmmced great,
and how monstrous are arrogance and oppression in a mortal. But
this moral warfare never threw an air of constraint or austerity
upon his intercourse with others. It seemed as if his spirits were
kept elastic by his constont guard over them. IHis very kindness
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and gentleness had none of the inertness of mere good temper, but
were animated by an active, cherished principle of love, which dis-
criminated its objects and was all alive for the happiness of another.

““ In the pursuit of truth, he seemed more anxious for the cer-
tainty than the amount and variety of results. Ile was not tond ol
indulging in conjectures, that he might fill the void where he had
in vain looked for satisfving truth: nor was he unhappy because of
the uncertainties which cannot be cleared up in an imperfect state
of being. Ilis feelings and wishes, and every extrancous or acci-
dental circumstance, were as if they did not exist, in his sober-
minded inquiry. Or rather, the very influences that are most apt to
mislead did but sound the alarm to him to be single-hearted, aml
made his power of discerning the keener. He had the plainest com-
mon-scnse, and the most prudent judgment in common attairs ; and
not so much from having lived long in the world, as from his right
temper of mind, and his habit of going far into the reason of things.
This honesty or fairness of mind was his great distinetion, and an
explanation of’ his character. It was a proot of his moral and in-
tellectual vigor., It was a religious principle. It ran throngh all
his studies and experience. restraining him from injnstice. and com-
pelling him to condemn injustice ; opening the way through ancient
errors of whatever kind, and for the admission of light from what-
ever quarter ; and making it absolutely impossible that he should be
a partisan or idolater in anything.

* Ilis kindness and warmth of affeetion were especially manifest
in his intercourse with the young. A plain man, in years. living
in retivement, and obtruding his opinions vpon no one, he drew
them to him as if he were their dependence: and they felt that
they owed to him, not only some of their best-remembered seasons
of pleasure, but in no small degree the direction and coloring of
their thonghts,  When he saw anything to blame. he spoke plainly
and earnestly, and suffered no weakness of affection to conceal or
impair the force of what he thought it his duty to say. If they
neglected his admonitions and disappointed his expectations, his
regret was unmingled with selfishness, and his atfection unabated.
They might need it the more.”?

After leaving Congress, Mr. Ellery was for many years collector
of the customs in Newport, where he lived to the age of ninety-
three, heloved by a large circle of relatives and friends, and attec-
tionately honored by his fellow-citizens. Ie was remarkable, to

1 Life of William Ellery. By Edward Tyrrel Channing. Sparks's Amcrican
Biography, Vol. VL., 1st Series.



4 PARENTAGE AND BIRTH.

the very close of his long life, for youthfulness of feeling, bright-
ness of mind, and ready interest in nature, people, literature, events.

This sketch of the grandfather will be found to illustrate in no
unimportant degree hoth the character and intellect of his distin-
guished grandson; for William but recorded his own experience,
when, after he had reached mature life, he wrote to Mr. Ellery :
“* You have hardly a grandchild who cannot trace back some of
his sentiments and principles to your instructive and condescending
conversation.”

John Channing, William’s grandfather on the paternal side, was
a respectable, and, till towards the close of life, a prosperous
merchant of Newport.  Ile was son of John Channing, of Dorset-
shire, England, — the first of the name who came to America, —
and of Mary Antram, who arrived in Boston in 1712, and were
soon after married. The wife of John Channing, Jr. was Mary
Chaloner (the widow of Dr. James Robinson, physician), who
was long remembered in Newport for her energy of character
and digpity of manner. She was a high-spirited and ardent,
yet religious and conscientious woman, and remarkable for activity
and method.

Williamn Channing, their second son, was born in Newport, June
11, 1751, and educated at Nassau Ilall, Princeton College, New
Jersey, where he graduated in 1769, Ile read law with Oliver
Arnold, at Providence; in 1771, began the practice of his .pro-
fession at Newport; in 1773, married Luey Ellery, the daughter
of William Ellery; in 1777, beeame attorney-general of’ his native
State, and upon the adoption of the Federal Constitution, without
any solicitation on his part, was appointed to the office of district
attorney for the district of Rhode Island.

Hon. Asher Robbins, late member of the Senate of the United
States from Rhode Island, writes of him thus: —

* Mr. Channing was very well read in the law, especially in the
forms of pleading ; law cases were his favorite reading, even for
amusement.  He had a large library, and one very well selected.

** He interested himself much in State politics, and his office
was the central point of rendezvous, where the leading men con-
gregated for their consultations,

** He was very popular in the State, was attornev-general and
district attorney at the same time, and held both offices at the time
of his death.

** His manner of speaking at the bar was rapid, vehement, and
impressive ; never studied, nor exactly methodical in his pleadings ;
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but he always eame well prepared as to matter and authority, He
had an extensive practice, attended all the courts regularly, and
was considered, for several years before his death, as the leading
counsel of the State.

¢ In person, he was of the middle stature, well made, erect, and
of an open countenance; he was lively and pleasant in his con-
versation, and mueh di:-;posed to social intercourse ; he was hos-
pitable and kind-hearted. His agreeable manner was one great
source of his general popularity.

¢ Iis temper was remarkably good. as were his manners. mild,
liheral, generous: his habits were also correet, temperate, indus-
trious, mindful and observant of all the duties and proprieties of
lite.”

In addition, his father-in-law, Mr. Ellery, says of him: —

** He repeatedly served as a deputy for his native town: and
such was his regard for its interests, that he did not decline that
service. until, by the extensiveness of his practice, and the in-
crease of his famly, he was compelled to give to them his whole
attention. _

*“He early became the head of a family. He married in the
twenty-third year of his age, and performed the oftices and char-
iies of a husband and father with strict, constant, and tender
attention, and was heloved and respected.

** The law of kindness and benevolence was in his heart and on
his tongue.  The persons emploved by him as domesties, and in
other services, he treated with great humanity, and rewarded with
a liberal punctuality. e was an obedient and respectful son. and
4 most affectionate brother and friend. To the poor he was com-
passionate. The ncedy never went away from his house empty,
His table and his purse were always open to their wants, and his
munificence was ever accompanied with a sweetness in the manuer,
which doubled the obligations of gratitude.

**His religious sentiments were liberal. He was particularly
attached to the Congregational denomination of Christians, but
he treated all good men of all denominations with kindness and
respeet.  He generously contributed to the support of Christian
worship in the society to which he belonged, and countenanced and
cncouraged it by a constant and reverential attendance, and the
ministers of religion experienced his hospitality-.

** His political sentiments were displayed in a warm attachment
to the rights of mankind, chastened by a love of peace and order.

** His countenance and deportment expressed the amiableness
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and benevolence of his disposition, and his morals corresponded
with lis manners. He was temperate and honest; he was cour-
teous and respectful.  As he keenly felt the distresses of mankind,
s0 was he as strongly disposed to relieve their sufferings. He
looked down with such pity on the poor and afflicted as encouraged
thew to look up to him for succor as to a brother.”

These reminiscences of the father are confirmed and completed
by the following beautiful notice, written in 1841, Ly his son
William: ! —

“BosTox, December 18, 1841.

* My recollections of my father are imperfect, as he died when I
was thirteen years of age, and I had been sent from home before
that event. But the many testimonies which I have received to his
cminence as a lawyer, as well as to Lis private virtues, make me
desirous that there should be some memorial of him.

** My futher retained much attachment to Princeton College,
where he was edueated, so that he thought of sending me there.
Iie was the classmate and friend of Samuel S. Swith, afterwards
distinguished as a theologian, and as the president of that institu-
tion. In the last part of his collegiate days he enjoyed the instruc-
tions of the celebrated Dr. Witherspoon.

¢ His early marriage and the rapid increase of his family obliged
him to confine himself rigidly to his profession. Ile was too husy
to give much time to general reading, or even to his family. Still,
I have distinet impressions of his excellence in his social relations.
He was the delight of the circle in which he moved. Iis mother,
brothers. and sisters leaned on him as on no other. I well remem-
ber the benignity of his countenance and voice. At the same time
he was a strict disciplinavian at home, and, according to the mis-
taken notions of that time, kept me at too great a distance from
him. Tn truth. the prevalent notions of education were much more
imperfect than in our day.

T often went into courts, but was too young to understand my
father's merits in the profession: yet I had always heard of him as
standing at its head. My brother says that Judge Dawes used
to speak of his style and manner as * mellifluous :* but at times he
was vehement, for T well recollect that I left the court-house in
fear. at hearing him indignantly reply to what secmed to him un-
worthy language in the opposite counsel.

¢ His parents were religious, and the impressions made on his
young mind were never lost. e was the main pillar of the

1 Memoirs of the Rhode Island Bar. By Wilkins Updike, Iisq.
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religious society to which he belonged. The house of worship had
suffered much from the occupation of Newport by the British army,
so as to be unfit for use; and I recollect few things in my child-
licod more distinetly than his zeal in restoring it to its destination,
and in settling a minister. I cannot doubt that his religious char-
acter received important aid from the ministry and friendship of
Dr. Stiles, who was as eminent for piety as learning. and under whose
teachings he grew up. IHe had a deep, I may say peculiar, abhor-
rence of the vice of profaneness ; and such was his influence, that
his large family of sons escaped this taint to a remarkable degree,
though brought up in the midst of it. I recollect, with gratitude,
the strong impression which he made on my own mind. I owed it
to him, that, though living in the atmosphere of this vice, no pro-
fane word ever passed iy lips.

¢« On one subject I think ot his state of mind with sorrow. IHis
father, like most respectable merchants of that place, possessed
slaves imported from Africa. They were the domestics of the
family ; and my father had no sensibility to the evil. I remember,
however, with pleasure, the affectionate relation which subsisted
between him and the Africans (most of them aged) who continued
to live with my erandfather. These were liberated after the Revo-
lution ; but nothing could remove them from their old home, where
they rather ruled than served.  One of the females used to speak
of herselt as the daughter of an African prince ; and she certainly
had much of the bearing” of royalty. The dignity of her aspect
and manner bespoke an uncommon woman. She was called
Duchess, probably on account of the rank she had held in her own
country. I knew her only after she was free, and had an establish-
ment of her own.  Now and then she invited all the children of
the various families with which she was connected to a party, and
we were liberally feasted under her hospitable roof. My father
won the hearts of all his domesties. One of the sincerest mourners,
at his death, was an excellent woman who had long lived with us,
and whom he honored for her piety.

““ I recollect. distinetly, the great interest he took in the political
questions which agitated the country, Though but eight or nine
vears of age, I was present when the Rhode Island Convention
adopted the Federal Constitution; and the enthusiasm of that
moment I ean never forget. My father entered with his whole
heart into that unbounded exultation. IHe was one of the most
devoted members of the Federal party. At the beginning of the
French Revolution he shared in the universal hope and joy which
it inspired ; but I well recollect the sadness with which he talked to
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us, onc Sunday afternoon, of the execution of Louis the Sixteenth ;
and from that moment his hopes died.

“* You speak of the testimony borne to him by the late Elisha R.
Potter, Esq. My father was among the first to discover the abil-
itics of that remarkable man, and I remember the kindness with
which he used to receive him. His spirvit was, in truth, the kindest.
Ile was ever ready to sce and appreciate superior talents, and to
attach himself to worth. 1His friendship seemed to me singularly
strong for a man so immersed in husiness.  Among lis friends
were George Champlin, Esq., a politician of singular eapacity, and
who was said to have ruled the State for years without forfeiting
his integrity ; Dr. Isaac Senter, a physician of extensive practice,
who was thought to unite with great experience a rare genius in
his profession, and whose commanding figure rises before me, at the
distance of forty-five yvears, as a specimen of manly beauty worthy
the chisel of a Greeian sculptor; and the Rev. Dr. Hitcheock, of
Providence, a man of great sweetness of temper, and who deserves
the grateful remembrance of that city for his zealous eflorts in the
cause of public education. My father took a great pleasure in the
socicty of ministers, and always welcomed them to his hospitable
dwelling.

““ T remember his tastes with pleasure. Ile had two gardens,
one of them quite large, and as he sought {o have everything which
he cultivated of the best kind, our table, otherwise simple, was,
in this respect. luxurious. He was not satisfied with what con-
tented his neighbors. hut introduced new varicties of vegetables
into the town. e also took great interest in sacred music. On
Sunday evening, the choir of the congregation, which included
most of the younger members, and other amateurs, met in his office
for practice in singing. The apartment, somewhat spacious, was
filled ; and the animation of the mecting, to which his zeal contrib-
uted not a little, made the oceasion one of my weekly pleasures.

““ As far as I ean trust my recollections of my father’s person, it
must have heen very prepossessing : but to me his appearance, at
the time. was more venerable than heautiful.  His head was bald,
and his cocked hat. and the other parts of his dress, which, accord-
ing to the fashions of the day, differed much from the costume of
the young. made him scem from the first an old man.

* He prospered in life, but without heing able to leave a compe-
tence to his large family. His labors were great, but T have no
recollection of secing him depressed. I should place him among
the happy. Ie was taken away in the midst of usefulness and
hope. The disease of which he died was not understood. I re-
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member that he used to complain of feelings which we now should
consider as dyspepsia; but that discase was little thought of then,
and the name never heard.

“* These are very scanty reminiscences ; but as I hardly saw my
father after reaching my twelfth year, and as nearly fifty vears
have passed since that time, it is not to be wondered at that I can
recall no more of his ealm, uniform life.  The carcer of 4 protes-
sional man, occupied with the support of a large family, olfers no
areal events.

“ I little thought, when I began, of writing so much; but the
pleasure which all men take in the virtues of parents has led me on
insensibly.

¢ My father died before I could requite him for his toils for my
support and his interest in my moral well-being ; and I feel as if,
in this present instance, I was discharging some part, though a
very small one, of my great debt. I owed him much, and it is not
my smallest obligation that lis character enables me to join atfec-
tionate esteem and reverence with my instinctive gratitude.

“* Very truly yours, W. E. CuaxxiNg.”

Luey Ellery, William’s mother, resembled her father in energy,
judgment, practical skill, and integrity. But she added to these
traits a tenderness of sensibility and a deep enthusiasm, which
threw a charm of romance over her conduct and conversation.  She
was small in person, but erect in bearing and eclastic in movement ;
and strongly marked features, with a singularly bright and pene-
trating eye, gave her an air of self-reliannce and command. Her
manner was generally benignant, often tenderly affectionate. and
marked by the dignified courtesy of the old school ; Dut if preten-
sion and fraud, in any of their manifoll disguises, crossed her path,
she beeame chillingly reserved and blunt to the verge of severity.
Ier feclings were quick, her humor was lively, and so did she
clothe sagacious thoughts in quaint dialect, that she was as enter-
taining a companion as she was a wise counsellor.  The whole tone
of her mind amd temper was original ; blending. in a rare union,
shrewdness and sympathy, eaution and fresh impulse, devoted gen-
crosity and strict conscience, stern straightforwardness and cordial
!uvc. In a word, there was a rough nobleness in her ways, whiclt
rresistibly won affection and respect, and made her influence pow-
erful for good on all within her sphere. The following sketch, by
her son William, may best introduce her.

“.lhe most remarkable trait in my mother’s character was the
rectitude and simplicity of her mind.  Perhaps I have never known
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her equal in this respect.  She was true in thought, word, and life.
She had the firmness to see the truth, to speak it, to act upon 1it.
She was direet in judgment and conversation, and in my long inter-
course with her I cannot recall one word or action betraying the
slightest insincerity. She had keen insight into character. She
was not to be imposed upon by others, and, what is rarer, she prac-
tised no imposition on her own mind.  She saw things, persons,
events, as they were, and spoke of them hy their right names.
Her partialities did not blind her, even to her children.  Iler love
was without illusion. She recognized unerringly, and with delight,
fairness, honesty, genuine uprightness, and shrunk as by instinct
from everything specious, the factitious in character, and plausible
manners.”

Born of parents thus rich in natural gifts, and well trained, Wil-
liam mherited a physical organization at once lelicate and vigorous,
and tendencies of heart and mind in which the virtues of hoth were
most happily balanced. He is remembered as having been an in-
fant of rarve loveliness, and was from the first an idol. Such pro-
phetic affection tends naturally to bring the fulfilment of its hopes ;
and certainly, in the present instance, the expectant trust of the
mother was an exhaustless incentive to the son. She lived for
more than fifty yvears after his birth, and their relation throughout
this lonz, and for the most part unbroken, period of intercourse
was as beautiful as it was rich in mutual blessing.

Cuarrer 1I. —DBOYIIOOD.
JET. 1-14. 1780-1704.

Tne earliest description given of William is from an aged rela-
tive, who says: I remember him as a boy three or four years
old, with brilliant eyes, glowing cheeks, and light-brown hair falling
in curls upon his shoulders, dressed in a green velvet jacket, with
rufiled collar and white under-clothes, standing by his mother’s
side on the seat of the pew, and looking round upon the con-
agregation. I thought him the most splendid child I ever saw.”
Allowance must of course he made, in our estimate of such a sketch,
for any reflected hrightness which suceess in after life may have
thrown upon the memory. DBut all testimony confirms this impres-
sion of the beaming heauty of William’s childhood ; and to those
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who have associations only with the wasted form, thin features, and
sunken eyes of the preacher, whose spirit seemed about to cast
aside the body, this picture of the blooming boy will not be without
the charm, at least, of contrast.

Owing to his mother's poor state of health, the children were
carly placed at school, and William was sent when vet so young
that he was often carvied in the arms of a colored man.  One of his
first recolleetions was of being taken to the sclhivol-room one morn-
ing after the good mistress had died.  The stillness which prevailed
in place of the usnal hustle, the slow steps, the hushed voices, and
the sight of’ the dead hody, left a fecling of awe so strong that he
vividly recalled the scene in the very last year of his life.

As he grew older, William was advanced to the hoarding and day
school of Mr. Rogers. which was considered the best in the town,
and indeed had so high a reputation, that hoys fiom a distance, es-
pecially from the South, were sent to his charge. 1t was the habit
ol that time to use flogging as the common penalty. and no master
would then have responded, as all good ones must now do, to the
words of Vogel, — ** When we teachiers becowe fully competent to
our work, the necessity of corporcal punishment will cease alto-
oother.” ! This is mentioned, because it is certain that what he
then experienced outraged his  sensitive honor, and served to
arouse the feeling of indignation against any form of violence used
towards children, which grew so strong in him in later vears. lle
would often tell an anecdote of a little boy in school trying to
shield with his arms a larger one, whom the master was about
to whip. The contrast of the great heart with the small physi-
cal power, the noble position of the young remonstrant against
tyranny, produced an indelible impression upon his childish im-
agination. and made the severity of the teacher and the quarrelling
ol the children detestable and hideous. He bad through life an
utter contempt and horror for every arbitrary infliction ol bodily
pain; and once, when conversing with a person who advocated the
use of the lash in the army, navy, and prisons, broke forth with,
““ What! strike a man /7 with such a thrilling tone, that it com-
pletely overwhelmed his hearver, and awakened in him an entirely
new sense of the dignity of a human being.

In conncetion with this degradation of bovs by whipping, he
sometimes remarked that his first feeling of' the sacredness of wo-
man was called out by observing that the delicate hands of the
girls at school were never marked by the ferule. But, indeed, this

! Hon. H. Mann’s Seventh Report, as Secretary of the Massachusetts Board
of Edueation.
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carly sentiment of reverence for women was probably owing to his
lively sensibility to female loveliness. For once, while gazing on
his daughter, as she danced playfully round him, he said, with a
tone of deep tenderness: ‘¢ She brings so to mind the days when
her mother, then a gayv little girl, vsed with her companions to
creep from the school-room unnoticed by the master, and I, looking
ont of the window, would watch her as she skipped down the street,
and with boastful gesture mocked the boys who could not follow.
She seemed, with her hair floating on her shoulders, as she lightly
moved. so very beautiful. [ have a clearer notion of the bliss of
a seraph in heaven now than I had then, of the joyous spirit which
buoved up that form.”

As a pupil, it is said that William was patient and diligent, but
not remarkable for quickness of perception. He rather examined
carefully the subject offered to his attention, listening to his
teacher, till satisfied that he thoroughly understood his meaning,
than comprehended it at once by rapid insight. Considerate-
ness, reflection, thoroughness, rather than brilliancy, originality,
or force, scem to have been his mental manifestations at school.
But so much depends upon the skill of the teacher, upon pen-
etration to detect, and readiness of sympathy to foster, the
peculiar genius of a child, that but small reliance ean be placed
upon such indications as he then gave of Lis intellectual biases.
All that is actually known is, that he gained the respect of his in-
structors, held a bigh rank among his fellows, and awakened the
warm hopes of his friends; for, in a letter written towards the
close of his school days, his father, using the stately style of ex-
pressing affection then common, says to him: ** We expect much
from our son William, and flatter ourselves that we shall not be
disappointed.”

Of the more important education which William received from
the influences of home and of society, he has himself given a
graphic, though slight sketch, in the letter descriptive of his
father. But it may be well to dwell on these influences for a
moment, as they did much to give direction to his moral energies.
His father’s dignified reserve towards his children has been noticed
with regret by the son; hut still the pervading sweetness of his
manner must have captivated them, and won their confidence, for,
by universal report, his presence was like a sunbeam, — so did
cheerfulness, serenity, good-humor, pleasantry, kind regard for
others’ rights and feelings, and assiduity to please, surround him,
with an atmosphere of love. And though little under the direct
influence of his father’s character, William’s principles were yet
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permanently fashioned by his example. From him, and from his
agrandfather, and their conversations on publie questions, at the
eritical period when our nation was settling into order after the
upheaval of the Revolution, and when Europe was shaken from end
to end by the first waves of the grand social earthquake. he doubt-
less derived that spirit of patriotism and interest in political move-
ments by which he was afterwards characterized.  Ilis father, as
a leading lawyer, and an earnest supporter of the Federal party,
necessarily received at his house various eminent men who visited
Newport.  Washington dined there when on his Northern tour:
and it ean be readily understood how much a boy’s enthusiasmn,
already fervent from hearing him always spoken of in terms of
honor, was heightened by thus seecing the Father of the Nation
face to face. Jay, too, and other men remarkable for political,
professional, and literary talent, were there, waking by their
presence generous ambition. Aund by Dr. Stiles, once pastor in
Newport, and afterwards President of Yale College, William was
so moved, that late in life he used in relation to him this strong
language: **To the influence of this distinguished man in the
civele in which T was brought up, T may owe in part the indigna-
tion which I feel towards every invasion of human rights. In my
carliest years [ regarded no human being with equal reverence. 1
have his form before me at this moment almost as distinetly as if
I had seen him yesterday, so strong is the impression made on a
child through the moral affections.” !

While thus in an atmosphere of freedom, tempered by respect
for order, the traits were developed which made him in manhood a
patriot and philanthropist ; yet deeper influences were unfolding
William’s spiritual affections. He seems from the first to have
shown a bent towards the pursuit that occupied his mature years,
and early carned the title of ** Little Minister.” When yet very
small, he was wont to arrange a room with seats and desk, and to
summon the family, with blows upon the warming-pan by way of a
Lell, to a religious meeting, where he preached with much serious-
ness and energy. At other times, he would assemble his play-
mates for a similar purpose upon the steps of the door. This
development of religions sensibility may have been owing in a
measure to the influence of an aunt of his father's. who was an
invalid, and a woman of much picty and sweetness, to whose room
the nephews and nieces went on a Sunday afternoon to read in the
BLible or some good book, repeat hymns, and join in a simple

1 Discourse at the Dedication of the Unitarian Congregational Church, New-
port, 1856.  Works, Vol. IV. p. 341, One Volume Edition, p. 423.
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prayver. At home, too, his mother was accustomed to call the
children together in the best parlor, which was open only once a
week, or on great occasions, and to read with them from the Serip-
tures. He was influenced, too, not a little by a respected confi-
dential servant, Rachel De Gilder, a woman of masculine energy,
kind, though firm, and of’ strong religious principle, who exerted a
swiay over the children second only to their mother’s, and to whom
William felt a gratitude so warm that he befriended her through
a long life. Rachel was a Baptist, converted and instructed by
Mr. Eddy, of Newport, who was afterward known to have been a
Unitarian.  Her views were uncommonly cheerful 3 and it would
be interesting to learn how far suggestive words, dropped by her
in conversation, became germs in the boy’s veceptive heart, which
ripened into the theology of his manhood.

Many elevating influences, indeed, were aronnd him, to which he
has thus borne grateful testimony : —

** T can well remember how the name of Dr. Stiles was cherished
among his parishioners, after years of separation.  His visit to this
place was to many a festival. When little more than a child, I was
present at some of his private meetings with the more religious
part of his former congregation, and I recollect how I was moved
by the tears and expressive looks with which his affectionate exhor-
tations were received.  In his faith, he was what was called a mod-
erate Calvinist; but his heart was of no seet. He carried into his
religion the spirit of liberty, which then stirred the whole country.
Intolerance, church tyranny, in all its forms, he abhorred. He
respected the right of private judgment, where others would have
thought themseclves authorized to restrain it. A young man, 1o
whom he had been as a father, one day communicated to him
doubts concerning the Trinity. Ile expressed lus sorrow, but
mildly, and with undiminished affection, told him to go to the Scrip-
tures, and to seek his faith there and only there. Iis friendships
were confined to no parties.  He desired to heal the wounds of the
divided church of Christ, not by a common creed, but by the spirit
of love. He wished to break every yoke, civil and ecclesias-
tical.”

Of Dr. Hopkins, also, whom he used to hear preach, as well as
often to meet at his father’s table, he has left recollections full of
affectionate respect. It was from him that he first gained his con-
vietions of the iniquity of slavery; for this was a subject on which
Dr. Hopkins, without heeding the strong prejudices and passions
enlisted on the side of wrong, bore faithful testinony from the press
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and the pulpit, while at the same time he labored for the education
of the colored people with energy and success.

¢ My recollections of Dr. Hopkins,” he writes, ** go back to my
carliest years. As the Second Congregational Church was closed in
my childhood, in consequence of Dr. Stiles’s removal to New Ilaven,
myv father was accustomed to attend on the ministry of Dr. Hopkins.
Perhaps he was the first minister I heard, but I heard him with no
profit.  His manner, which was singularly unattractive, could not
win a child’'s attention; and the circumstances attending the ser-
vice were repulsive.  The church had been much injured by the
Dritish during their occupation of the town, and the congregation
were too poor to repair it. It had a desolate look, and in winter
the rattling of the windows macde an impression which time has not
worn out. It was literally ¢as cold as a barn,” and some of the
most painful sensations of my childhood were experienced in that
comfortless building. As I grew up, I was accustomed to attend
worship in our own church, where Dr. Patten was settled, so that
for years I knew little of Dr. Hopkins. My first impressions were
not very favorable. I think it probable that his strong reprobation
of the slave-trade excited ill-will in the place, and I can distinctly
recollect that the prevalence of terror in his preaching was a very
common subject of remark, and gave rise to ludicrous stories among
the boys.” !

It was at this period, too, that he reeecived lessons, never to be
forgotten, on the virtue of temperance, from a Baptist minister,
called Father Thurston. This worthy man gave striking evidence
of his zeal for reforming the vice of drunkenness, at a time when
all elasses of society there, as elsewhere, were debased by it, and
when the citizens of Newport were largely engaged in the manufac-
ture and traflic in ardent spirits.  He was very poor, and eked out
a seanty support, in addition to a small ministerial salary, by work-
ing during the weck as a cooper. But though hogsheads and barrels
were the articles most in demand for the West India trade, the old
gentleman would make nothing but pails.

A significant anecedote illustrating the religious impressions made
upon his mind in childhood is thus related by himself. His father,
with the view of giving him a drive, took William in his chaise one
day, as he was going to hear a famous preacher in the neighborhood.
Iinpressed with the notion that he might learn glad tidings from the
unscen world, he listened attentively to the sermon.  With glowing
rhetorie, the lost state of man was deseribed, his abandonment to

1 Works, Vol. IV. p. 341, One Volume Edition, p. 423.
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evil, helplessness, dependence upon sovereign grace, and the need of
earnest prayer as the condition of receiving divine aid. In the view
of the speaker, a curse seemed to rest upon the earth, and darkness
and horror to veil the face of nature. William, for his part, sup-
posed that henceforth those who believed would abandon all other
things to seek this salvation, and that amusement and earthly busi-
ness would no longer occupy a moment. The service over, they
went oul of the church, and his father, in answer to the remark of
some person, said, with a decisive tone: ** Sound doctrine, Sir.”
““It is all true then,” was the boy’s inward reflection. A heavy
weight fell on Ius heart. He wanted to speak to his father; he
expected his father would speak to him in relation to this tremen-
dous crisis of things. They entered the chaise and drove along, hut,
absorbed in awful thoughts, he could not raise his voice. At length
they reached home; but instead of calling the family together, and
telling them of the appalling intelligence which the preacher had
given, his father quietly read a newspaper. All things went on as
usual. At first, he was surprised ; but not being given to talking,
he asked no explanations. Soon, however, the question rose, —
** Could what he had heard be true? No! his father did not De-
lieve it; people did not believe it! It was not true!” Ile felt
that he had been trifled with ; that the preacher had deceived him;
and from that time he became inelined to distrust evervthing ora-
torical, and to measure exactly the meaning of words; he had
received a profound lesson on the worth of sincerity.

External aids were uscful, however, in unfolding William’s re-
ligious nature, only because this was so rich in high, generous,
conscientious feeling.  He was remarkable, from the first. for purity
and self-command, and for an air of dignity, which abashed the
frivolousness of rude companions, and guarded him from the famil-
iaritics of less delicate spirits.  And it was well that conscience
was thus early quickened, and that this mantle of modesty was
wrapped about him ; for, to use his own words, there was then ¢+ a
corruption of morals among those of my own age, which made boy-
hood a eritical and perilons season.”

In disposition, William was for the most part grave and reflective.
He was fond of lonely rambles on the beach : liked to go apart into
some beauntiful scene, with no other playmate than his kite, which
he delighted in flying ; indulged in reverie and contemplation, and
according to his own statement owed the tone of his character
more to the inlluences of solitary thought than of companionship.
Indeed, he often sairld that he understood the happiness of childhood
rather from observation than experience, that his carly life was sad,
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that conscious want of virtue and knowledge then depressed him,
that {riendship seemed tame and cold, that life looked desolate, and
that every year had been brighter to him than the last.

Among his playmates he seems to have been always noted for
a certain greatness of character. They called him ** Peacemaker”
and ** Little King Pepin.” He is described as having been small
and delicate, yet muscular and active, with a very ereet person,
quick movement, a countenance that, while sedate, was cheerful,
and a singularly sweet smile, which he never lost through life.
When with companions, he was exuberant in spirits, overflowing
with energy, ready to join heartily in all amusements, but never
hoisterous. e was much beloved by the children of the school
and neighborhood, though even then acting as an exhorter; for he
used to rebuke among them all profaneness or obscenity ; but this
was done with a gentle tone, that manifested rather sorrow than
anger, and was well received. Iis character was thus early marked
by mingled strength and sweetness, though by some accounts it
would appear that he was by no means free from irritability. He
loved power, too; and such was his sway, among even the quarrel-
some, that when his voice was heard, persuading them to order, he
was readily obeyed. Sufficient fire, however, was latent under his
mildness to give him energy. On one occasion he flogged a boy
larger than himself, who had imposed, as he thought, upon one
weaker.  And on another, when the pupils of Mr. Rogers’s school
had collected in expectation of an attack from the hoys of a different
part of the town, William urged them to go and meet the others
and scttle the matter at once; he disapproved of delay and mere
talking. [Ile was a remarkable wrestler also, excelled in pitching
the quoit, liked adventurous sports, was fond of climbing to the
masthead of vessels at the wharf, and once, when sliding rapidly
down a stay, narrowly escaped being dashed on deck, the swift
descent tearing the skin from his hands. Through life, indeed, he
had unflinching physical as well as moral courage, and scemed
unconscious of fear, He was officer, too, it seems, in a company
of boys that marched to salute Count Rochambeau when he was
on a visit at Newport, upon which occasion the young commander
made an address, and marshalled his troop, with a spirit that won
much admiration.

It these tritling mementos indicate a generous and high-spirited
character, there are others which illustrate his thoughtfulness and
disinterestedness.  Among them, one may be worth noting, De-
cause it proves that he had instinctively adopted in early years the
rule which strietly governed his manhood, of ** letting not his left

2
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hand know what his right hand did.” A man sick and in distress
begged one day at the door.  William observed him, but was silent,
and gave nothing at the time. When the beggar had gone, how-
ever, he was seen to follow him out, and to put into his hand some
pieces of money, which must have been all that he had. It is
remembered, too, that he used to visit a friendless and desolate old
man in the neighborhood, earrying with him such comforts as he
could command: and interest generally in the poor, deference for
the aged, and considerate regard for the feelings and rights of
domestics in the family, gained for him the warm affection due
to the liberal and loving.

A gentle and Kind disposition manifested itself also in his treat-
ment of animals, as, in a letter written soon after leaving college,
he thus himself declares : —

* Thanks that T can say I have never killed a bivd. I would not
crush the meanest insect which crawls upon the ground. They
have the same right to life that I have, they received it from the
same Father, and I will not mar the works of God by wanton cruclty.

*I can remember an incident in my childhood, which has given a
turn to my whole life and character. I found a nest of birds in my
father’s field, which held four young ones. They had no down when
I first discovered them. They opened their little mouths as if they
were hungry, and I gave them some crumbs which were in my
pocket.  Every day I returned to feed them. As soon as school
was done, I would run home for some bread, and sit by the nest to
sec them eat, for an hour at a time. They were now feathered,
and almost ready to fly. When I came one morning, I found them
all cut up into quarters. The grass round the nest was red with
blood. Their little limbs were raw and bloody. The mother was
on a tree, and the father on the wall, mourning for their young. I
eried, myself, for T was a child. T thought, too, that the parents
looked on me as the anthor of their miseries, and this made me still
more unhappy. I wanted to undeceive them. I wanted to sym-
pathize with and comfort them. When I left the field, they followed
me with their eves and with mournful reproaches. I was too young
and too sincere in my grief to make any apostrophes. But I can
never forget my feelings. The impression will never be worn away.
nor can I ever cease to ablhor every species of inhumanity towards
inferior animals.”

This sketch of William's boyhood cannot be more fitly closed
than with the following letter from his friend in youth, and friend
till death, our poet-painter, Washington Allston.
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“T know not that I could better describe him than as an open,
hrave, and generous boy. The characters of bovs are, I believe,
almost always truly estimated by their companions, — at least mor-
ally, though perhaps seldom intellectually ; and these are generally
assigned to the several classes of the open or the cunning, the gen-
crous or the mean, the brave or the cowardly. And I well remem-
her, though he was several months my junior (a matter of some
importance among c¢hildren), that I always looked up to him even
in bovhood with respect; por can I recall a single circumstance
that ever weakened that feeling. In our games, he was never
known to take any undue advantage, but would give way at once,
where there was the least doubt on the point at issue.  And though
lie was but scantily provided with pocket-money his little chance
supplies seemed, in the school-boy phrase, always to * burn in his
pocket’; he eould neither keep it there, nor ever expend it wholly
on himself.  On one occasion, when quite a little boy, he had a
present from a relative of a dollar.  Such an excess of wealth was
never before in his possession ; and I can now bring hefore me the
very expression of glee with which he came among us. to disencum-
ber himself of the load.  This is the only incident that I can now
recall, and this must have been full fifty vears ago. IIe had the
same large heart when a boy, that animated him to the last. His
intelleetual endowments are known to the world ; but only lis early
companions. who have survived him, can hear witness to the rarve
unitormity of his moral worth ; man and boy, he was, in their true
sense, high-minded and noble-hearted.”

At the age of twelve, William was sent to New London, to pre-
pare for college, under the care of his uncle, the Rev. Ilenry Chan-
ning.  And it was while he was residing there, that, on the 21st of
September, 1793, his father died. Ile was sent for to come home ;
and an aged friend of the family still deseribes the deep and general
sympathy called out by the appearance of the funeral procession,
when Francis, the eldest son, then in college, and William, now a
boy of thirteen years, with their widowed mother and the younger
children, followed the coftfin of their beloved and universally hou-
ored parent through the streets of Newport,

This death made a momentous change *in the condition of the
family, and threw a heavy load of responsibility on the elder sons ;
for the father, though most industrious in his profession, and en-
gaged in large business, had heen thus far able to lay up but a small
property 5 and the mother, though wise and energetie, found her-
scllf oppressed with a weight of care in the charge of nine children.
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It is easy to see that the effect of snch a loss upon a boy full of
sensibility, conscientious and resolute, like William, must have
been to stimulate him to the exercise of every power, and to the
most rapid preparation for a time when he might maintain himself
and assist his family. From easy independence and cheering
world!ly prospeets, he and his had suddenly become poor; and at
the carliest moment it was necessary that he should free his mother
from the burden of his support. More than that, the head of the
house was taken ; and he and his elder brother must now become
their mother’s advisers, and guardians of those younger. The
character of independent energy, and thoughtful oversight for every
member of his family, thus early awakened, grew stronger through
life. Doubtless, however, a shade of premature seriousness was
given to his temper. The effect of this bereavement is shown by

an extract from a letter of his grandfather Ellery, who says: —

“ Your letters have afforded me great delight, for they have all
discovered that affectionate regard for your mother, your brothers
and sisters, and your other relatives, which naturally flows from a
feeling and ingenuous mind, and indicates an amable disposition.”

His brother, too, writes : —

“The goodness of heart which you possess will, I doubt not,
ever keep you desirous of liberating our mother from her carcs.
Pass with her all the moments you can steal from healthful recrea-
tions and necessary studies, and let the kind attentions of filial
affection be a return for the unrequitable tenderness which we, her
beloved children, have received. Your hrothers and sisters esteem
you for your friendly disposition. Yes, William, you are happy in
possessing the good-will of all.”

At New London he remained a year and more; and his uncle,
writing to him soon after he entered college, thus describes the
impression which his character and conduct had left: —

‘““ It gave me sensible pleasure to find you, my dear nephew,
retaining the same animated sensibility which rendered you capable
of receiving and communicating happiness, and secured you cordial
welcome while resident in my family. Your aunt loves you ten-
derly, and often expresses her feelings while recounting your affec-
tionate respect and attention. Never did you excite one painful
emotion in our breasts, but always with you our hearts were
made glad. We never can forget such a nephew, or, rather, such
a son.”

That he was carnest and successful in his studies also appears by
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the following extract from another letter of his uncle, who was his
instructor : —

“ Without flattery, I can only say that your progress was more
the result of your assiduity than of my attention.

“ I am pleasced with your observations upon the expectations of
your friends, and your determination to endeavor to realize them.
We know that your situation and your genius justify us in forming
the most flattering ideas of the future eminence of our nephew. . . .
Permit me to indulge the hope that you will continue to possess and
cherish that modesty and deference to superiors which has hitherto
been a distinguishing trait in your character.”

These were strong words of praise to draw from one singularly
exacting of courteous respect, and who, though kind in heart, was
severely precise in manners.  To this uncle he owed much in every
way, and cspecially for the tone given to his religious feelings.
Mr. Henry Channing had then been settled for many vears in New
London ; and amid the gloomy Calvinism of Connecticut had pre-
served a spirit free and bright, cheerful in hope, and utterly intol-
crant of bigotry. New London was in the midst of one of the
“* Revivals,” whnch then were quite generally oversweeping New
Englind.  And Mr. Channing, though of the more liberal body,
svinpathized so far in the excitement, that a new spiritual interest
was awakened in his own socicty ; and the mind of William received
such deep and lasting impressions, that he dated back to that period
the commencement of & decidedly religions life. IHis feelings
towards New London were, in consequence of this era in his in-
ward experience, always strong; and we find a college classmate
writing to him thus on the oceasion of his revisiting it: ** I hope
that the poor pilgrim has ere this trod on the consecrated ground
of Palestine. New London you view with a partial eve, as the
place where you acquired those habits of virtue and morality which
have always influenced your conduet. Pleasant it must be to re-
trace these scenes of former times.”

From New London, William went to Cambridge, Massachusetts,
where he entered Harvard College, as Freshman, in 1794, being
then in his fifteenth year.  And thus closed a boyhood that, in its
clements and results, in the blending of generous impulses and fine
powers with high principle and pure habits, gave promise of
greatness which the future was amply to redecm.
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Cnarter III. — COLLEGE LIFE.
ATt 14-18. 1704-1798,

Ix tracing the growth of William’s mind and character during the
important period ot college life, it is of interest to understand the
mtuences which surrounded him; and of these a brief sketch is
presented in the following extracts from a letter of his classmate
and friend, Judge Story.t

“ You express a desire ¢ to obtain some general views of the cir-
cumstances under which the students lived.” I believe that this ean
he best done by giving you a brief sketeh of the state of the college,
and the relation which the students had with the existing college
government. Things are so much changed since, that it is some-
what diflicult to realize all the influences which then surrounded
them. . . .

= In respect to academical intercourse, the students had literally
none that was not purely official, except with each other. The
different classes were alimost strangers to each other; and cold re-
serve generally prevailed between them. The system of ¢ fagging’
(as it was called) was just then dying out, and I believe that my
own class was the first that was not compelled to perform this
drudgery at the command of the Senior class, in the most humble
services.  The students had no connection whatsoever with the
inhabitants of Cambridge by private social visits. There was none
hetween the families of the president and professors of the college
and the students. The régime of the old school in manners and
habits then prevailed. The president and professors were never
approached except in the most formal way, and upon official ocea-
sions: and in the college yard (if I remember rightly) no student
was permitted to be with his hat on. if one of the professors was
there. . . .. I must do all our instructors, the professors as well as
the tutors, the justice to say, that their instructions were very valua-
ble to us, and that they all took a deep and earnest interest in our ad-
vancement. For myself, I must own that at this distant day I enter-
tain the liveliest gratitude to them for the aid given by them to me
in awakening and guiding my love of letters. But privale social
aceess 1o them did not belong to the habits of the times, and a free
and easy intercourse with them, which would now not be considered
unbecoming, would at that time have been thought somewhat obtru-

! Letter to W. F. Channing.
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sive on one side, and, on the other, would have exposed the student
to the imputation of being what in technical language was called a
* fisherman,” — a rank and noxious character in college annals.

““These suggestions may at once put you in possession of the
rntra-meendal influences ol college life.  In general, the students
were then moral, devoted to their studies, and ambitious ol dis-
tinction.  There would be then, as now, an oceasional outhreak ;
but I am not aware that cither inmmorality or dissipation or habitual
indolence was more in fashion than in succeeding times.  There
will always be a little sprinkling of these among students ol an
ardent aind reckless character.  In one particular a salutary change
i the habits of life has taken place.  There is universally far more
temperance now than then, in the use of wine and spirituous liquors.

«Bul the instances of excess were rare, and were always frowned
upon by classmates. . . . .

** One circamstance is brought to my thoughts, on which I would
tor a moment dwell, beeause I am quite sure that it gave a power-
ful impulse to young Channing’s ambition. At that period, all the
scholars of the class attended together in the recitation-room at
the same time, and of course recited their lessons in the presence
ol each other. The average number in the classes did not gen-
crally vary in any important degree from the nwnbers now in
college, — at least not to a degree which would even now make the
assemblage of the whole elass in the same room inconvenient or
burdensome,  This general assemblage of the whole class in the
same room at the same time had, in my judgment, the most bene-
ficial influence.  In the first place. it enabled the whole class clearly
and accurately to ascertain the relative scholarship and attainments
of each scholar; and thus one great source of jealousy, the sus-
picion of partiality on the part of the college faculty, was cither
extinguished or greatly mitigated, and I do not hesitate to say that
the relative rank then assigned to the various members ot the class
by their own classmates was generally correct. impartial. and satis-
factory.  In the next place, a generous spirit of emulation pervaded
the whole class. We were proud of our best scholars, and awarded
them just praise with a liberal courtesy ; and those who were thus
distinguished were stimulated by high motives to deserve and to
sceure this approbation.  No man, I am persuaded, felt more, or
appreciated more justly, than your father. this truly valuable incen-
tive to exertion, He had then, as in his after lite. a lofty ambition
for excellence: and he sought reputation by aims as pure and
moral as they were enlightened. I must confess that 1 have never
ceased to regret that the old system, the advantages of which 1
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have thus briefly alluded to, has ever been departed from in the
college arrangements. I[ this were the proper time or place I
would state many reasons why I hold this opinion, and which, at
least in my own judgment, make the change more than a doubtful
innovation.”

It was amid these influences and opportunities that William's
genius and faculties were to be matured. He was now in his
fifteenth year, vigorous in health, elastic in spirits, in temper, as
we have seen, enthusiastic yet self-governed, with powers active
and well disciplined ; and thus in every way fitted to enter upon
this critical era of life. All who then remember him speak with
especial pleasure of his animated expression, of his buoyant vet
dignified manner, and of his general appearance of overtlowing life.
Washington Allston writes : —

“* Though small in stature, his person at that time was rather
muscular than slender ; I should think it was even athletic, from
the manner in which he prolonged the contests with heavier antag-
onists in the wrestling-matches that were then common among the
students. And for animal spirits he was no less remarkable than
for his intellectual enthusiasm, amounting ocecasionally to unre-
strained hilarity, but never passing the bounds of propriety. 1
well remember his laugh, which could not have been heartier with-
out being obstreperous.”

This laughter is said to have been not rarely called out by this
very friend. who, possessed of the most radiant humor, penetration,
and sweetness, charming from his courtesy of manner and noble-
ness of feeling, endowed with an imagination that threw a lustre
round every theme he touched, was then, as through life, a centre
of attraction to all who could appreciate rare genius, eloquence,
and refinement almost feminine in delicacy. Allston’s room was
on the way from the house where William lived to the college; and
there he used to stop for friendly chat, while going to or coming
from the lecture-room. One day he had a lesson to be accom-
panied with original designs in mensuration, and Allston, who was
already skilful in the use of his pencil, proposed to give him an
illustration. Tt consisted of pyramids of figures heaped upon one
another’s shoulders in various attitudes, each of which was a
slightly caricatured portrait of the professors and tutors. This
William offered at recitation ; and the drawing was so spirited, and
the jest in itself so harmless, that the instructor could not but join
heartily with the class in the merriment it excited. This slight
anecdote is mentioned, because it indicates a latent vein of humor,
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which, though hidden in after years under a manner habitually
serious, did vet occasionally emit scintillations.

The Rev. Dr. Pierce, who was his tutor, adds the following
deseription of William as a student: —

*« I have a distinet recolleetion of him, as, at that time, a fine-
looking, healthy, muscular young man. But what I best remember
was his excellence as a scholar. My department was the Latin
langnage ; and never shall I forget, while memory lasts, with what
promptitude and elegance he rendered into English the passages
from the classics which he was called to recite. 1 also heard his
class in historv. Ile was always in his place, and I invariably
egave him the highest mark for good recitations. The government
of the University were, I believe, unanimous in assigning him the
first rank among his classmates. This, in a class containing such
men as Judge Story, William Williams, Artemas Sawyer, Joseph
Emerson, Dr. Tttckermaﬁ, &c., was no small honor.”

The classmate, from whom has been already quoted the sketch of
the influences which surrounded the students, thus beautifully com-
pletes his friend’s portrait as he was in college : —

** I became a member,” writes Judge Story, ** of the same class
inJanuary, 1795, and was then first introduced to him. He resided
during the whole of his collegiate course with his uncle, whose
liouse was at some distance from the colleges ; and partly from this
fact, and partly from his reserved, although bland deportment, he
dicl not associate much with his classmates generally, at the same
time that he drew ahout him a circle of choice and select friends
from the most distinguished of his class, with whom he indulged in
the most frank social intercourse, and by whom he was greatly
beloved and respected.  So blameless was his life, so conciliatory
liis manners, and so unobtrusive his conduct, that he enjoved the
rare felicity of being universally esteemed by all his classmates,
even by those to whom he was least known, except in the lecture-
room as a fellow-student. The little strifes and jealousies and
rivalries of college life, in those days, searcely reached him; and
his own rank in scholarship was, from the beginning to the conclu-
sion of Ins academieal career, admitted to be of the highest order.
I do not believe that he had a single personal enemy during that
whole period, and T am sure that he never deserved to have any ;
and his early reputation, as it budded, and blossomed, and bore its
frints, was cherished by all his class as common property. We
were proud of his distinetions, and gratified when he was praised.
We all then prophesied his future eminence, in whatever profession
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he should make his choice. Speaking for myself, I can truly say
that the qualities of mind and character which then were unfolded
to my own view were precisely the same which in after life gave
him such celebrity.

¢t Perhaps in no single study was he superior to all his class-

mates.  In the classical studies of that day he was among the first,
if not the first; in Latin more accomplished than in Greek. .
His principal love was for historical and literary studies ; for English
literature in its widest extent, and for those comprehensive gener-
alizations upon human life, institutions, and interests, which his
enthusiasm for the advancement of his race and his purity of heart
led him to cherish and cultivate with profound attachment. I
remember well with what a kindling zeal he spoke on all such sub-
jects ; and one might almost then see playing about him the gentle
graces and the rapt devotion of a Fénelon.

““In one particular he far excelled all his clussmates, and I
mention it because it is precisely that which in after life constituted
the basis of his fame, — I mean his power of varied and sustained
written composition. It was racy, flowing, full, glowing with life,
chaste 1 ornament, vigorous in structure, and beautiful in finish.
It abounded with eloquence of expression,—the spontaneous
effusion of a quick genius and a cultivated taste, —and was as
persuasive as it was imposing. All of us —by which I mean his
academical contemporaries — listened to his discourses at the liter-
ary exhibitions, and at Commencement, with admiration and delight.
If I might venture to rely on the impressions of those days, which
vet fasten on my memory as truths unaffected by youthful excite-
ment, I should be tempted to say that we all listened to him on
these occasions with the most devoted attention ; and that the mel-
lifluous tones of his voice fell on our ears with somewhat of the
power which Milton has attributed to Adam when the angel
ended, so

“that we awhile
Thought him still speaking, still stood fixed to hear.’

I need scarcely add, that at the public exhibitions of his class he
reccived the first and highest part ; and on receiving his degree at
Commencement, took also the first and highest oration, with the
approval of all his class that he was the wortluest of it, and that
he was truly princeps inter pares. ITonors thus early won and con-
ceded are not without their value or their use as prognostics of an
auspicious and brilliant day.” e

It will please the generous to know, that, while Judge Story thus
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so clearly Dbore testimony to his friend’s pre-eminence as a scholar,

Dr. Channing was equally decided in assigning the first place of

honor to his distinguished classmate. He often said, **Judge

Story was entitled to the first part; but he chose a poem, and the

oration fell to me.”

It may be encouraging to students, also, to learn that young
Channing did not gain the charm of style referred to without
effort.  He said that his first attempts were most awkward, and
that he accustomed himself to compose mentally while walking to
and from the college. He also studied elocution and rhetorie as
an art, with the aid of Longinus, Harris, Watts, and Sheridan.
ITe met (riends, too, in private, to read and eriticise each other’s
writings.  Above all, he zealously took a part in the various lit-
erary societies, of his connection with which the Hon. D. A. White
of Salem, who, though in the class before Channing, yet knew him
well, has communicated the following detailed aceount.

““ Iis conneetion with these societies could not fail to have an
important influence in his education, — scarcely less. perhaps, taken
in all its bearings, than the established course of college studies.
The literary exercises and the social communion which these so-
cicties atforded were happily suited to the development of his fine
powers and ardent sympathies, his free and independent spivit,
his social, friendly, and benevolent heart.  You will therefore be
interested. I think, to know something of them.

»The first literary society in which we met as members was the
Speaking Club, sinee called the Institute of 1770, the principal
object of which was mutual improvement in elocution and oratory.
The society consisted of members from the two middle classes,
twelve to fifteen from each, chosen near the close of the Freshman
vear, and retiring at the close of the Junior year, with a valedictory
address from one of the members previously appointed for the
purpose. I find * Channing’ first mentioned among those chosen
from his class.  Young as he was, he was also elected their pres-
ident.  To show the impression which at that early period he made
upon me, and I doubt not equally upon others, I may observe,
which I now distinctly remember, that, in delivering the valedictory
address in behalf” of the members from my class, as my eve rested
on him, I felt a respect for his taste and judgment, for lus authority
- criticism, which no other auditor inspired. 1 might apply the
same remark to another oceasion afterwards, in a different society,
when I stood in a similar relation to him. The authority which he
thus early acquired among us arose not more from his general rep-
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utation as a scholar and critic, than from the active part which he
took in all our meetings, and the sound judgment and earnest
cloquence which often distinguished his remarks. His whole de-
portment and conversation among his associates tended to the
same result. With his natural ardor and enthusiasm were united
so much dignity and sweetness of manner and disposition, that it
was impossible to be acquainted with him, however t-ransicntt_y,
without fecling for him a sincere respect and esteem.

“ The [:-mutw{, of the Speaking Club, at their mectings, whlch
were held in the evening at some retired room in the town of
Cambridge, was, for a portion of the members to declaim in rota-
tion, while cach declaimer, after his performance, stood aside to
receive the remarks which any of his Dhrethren might think proper
to offer. All apparent faults of the speaker, which he might
correct, or which others should avoid, were freely pointed out and
commented upon, yet always in a spirit of candor and kindness.
Sometimes ditferent views would be taken by various members,
giving rise to interesting discussions. Thus these meetings became
schools ol mutual improvement in extemporancous speaking, as
well as correct elocution.  No one could be better qualified to be
both teacher and learner in such schools than young Channing.
Full of life and energy, and actuated alike by an ardent love of
knowledge and by social benevolence, his noble powers of thought
and feeling were never suffered to sleep when any intellectual or
moral good was attainable for himself or others.

“* But improvement in public speaking was not the only, nor
indeed the chief, advantage derived from being a member of this
society. The general influence upon an ingenuous voung man,
arising from a liberal intercourse with so many of the most intel-
ligent and virtuous scholars of various classes, engaged in a course
of interesting exercises for their common benefit, could scarcely
be too highly appreciated. His interest in the proper objeets of
education would be increased, and his motives and views elevated
above all unworthy pursuits, while he enjoved the best means of
knowing the real character of his most respectable classmates, and
wisely forming thoses friendships which naturally spring from col-
lege intimacies, and which, when wisely formed, become blessings
through life.

‘* Nearly at the same time that Mr. Channing left the Speaking
Club, he was chosen into the society of the Phl Beta Kappa, and
continued to enjov, during his Senior year, the advantages of an
intimate literary intercourse with the distinguished scholars of his
own class. You are too well acquainted with the character of this
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socicty, which has always been a public one, to make it necessary
for me to say anything more about it than to give a general idea
of the literary exercises and discussions which engaged the atten-
tion of its resident members at their regular meetings, during the
last year at college. The object of these meetings was improve-
ment in English composition, the art of reasoning, and the practice
of speaking; and the principal exercises were dissertations and
forensic arguments, previously written, and read at the meetings,
with occasional debates and colloquial discussions.

‘* There was another society, of a similar intellectual character,
into which Channing was elected, called the Adelphi, instituted in
1785, designed for religious improvement, but consisting princi-
pally of those members of the Senior class who expected to study
theology as a profession. Their mectings were held on Sunday
evenings, and their exercises, which were of a devotional and
religious character,” were chiefly dissertations, or discourses, and
discussions on topics connected with theology and the clerical
profession.!

** The Hasty-Pudding Club, composed of members of the Junior
class, was formed more exclusively for social enjoyment and rec-
reation. It originated with my class in 1795, at the beginning of
our Junior year, numbering about twenty associates. DBeing trans-
mitted to the next class, as they commenced Juniors, it became a
permanent institution. I well remember the animating presence
of Channing among those to whom we committed the seciety on
the delivery of the first anniversary address. . . . .

** I cannot, therefore, easily imagine a more eligible situation for
young Channing than the one he enjoyed while a student in Har-
vard College, — considering, too, his peculiar advantage of living
in the family of his uncle, the late Chief Justice Dana, where the
want of refined domestic society, the principal defect of an academic
residence, was so entirely supplied to him. Most faithfully did he
improve the various privileges he enjoyed, making, undoubtedly,
more rapid progress in good learning and intellectual accomplish-
meints than any of his fellow-students, or than he himself ever made
in any other equal portion of his life.”

Thus far a view has been offered of the general influences, only,
which helped to form young Channing’s mind. But far more fruit-
ful germs were planted in him by the religious and social excite-
ments of the time, which were scattering, as by the hands of the

_ ! Channing delivered before this society a discourse, which was so much
liked that he was strongly urged by his fellows to pring it.
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tempest, the seeds of new views of man, society, and human life.
He has fortunately left the following mementos of the power which
this stirring period exerted upon himself: —

¢ (ollege was never in a worse state than when I entered it.
Society was passing through a wmost critical stage. The French
Revolution had discased the imagination and unsettled the under-
standing of men everywhere. The old foundations of social order,
loyalty, tradition, habit, reverence for antiquity, were everywhere
shaken, if not subverted. The authority of the past was gone.
The old forms were outgrown, and new ones had not taken their
place. The tone of books and conversation was presumptuous and
daring. The tendency of all classes was to scepticism. At such
a moment, the difficulties of education were necessarily multiplied.
The work required men of comprehensive and original minds, able
to adapt themsclves to the new state of the world. It is not to be
wondered at, that the government and teachers of the college, most
of them of mature years. and belonging to the old school, should
understand little of the wants of the times. The system of govern-
ment and instruetion went on very much as it had done for years
before, and the result was a state of great insubordination, and
the almost total absence of the respect due to individuals of so
much worth. The state of morals among the students was any-
thing but good ; but poverty, a dread of debt, well-chosen {riends,
the pleasures of intellectual improvement, regard to my surviving
parent, and an almost instinctive shrinking from gross vice, to
which natural timidity and religious principle contributed not a
little, proved cffectual safeguards. I look back on the innocence
of my carly life with no self-complacency, and with no disposi-
tion to exalt myself above those who yielded to temptation, and
among whom I doubt not were much nobler characters than my
own. DBut I do recollect it with great satisfaction, and with fer-
vent gratitude to Divine Providence. Had the bounds of purity
once been broken, I know not that I should ever have returned to
virtue.”

- Judge White bears a similar testimony. He writes: —

*“To give you some idea of the lively interest taken in these
subjects by him and the students generally at that time, I will
copy a passage respecting it from my journal : — * When I entered
college, the French Revolution had broken up the foundations of
religion and morals, as well as government, and continued to rage
for some years with its utmost fury, spreading its disastrous intlu-
ence throughout the civilized world, and pouring upon our country
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a flood of infidel and licentious principles. Our colleges could not
escape the contagion of these prineiples : and I have no doubt that
to these, and the pernicious books embodying them, much of the
disorderly conduct, and most of the infidel and irreligious spirit,
which prevailed at that period among the students at Cambridge, may
justly be attributed. The patrons and governors of the college
made efforts to counteract the effect of these fatal principles by
exhortation, and preaching, and prayer, as well as by the publica-
tion and distribution of good books and pamphlets.

« «Watson’s Apology for the Bible, in answer to Paine’s Age of
teason, was published or furnished for the students at college, by
the Corporation, in 1796, and every one of them was presented
with a copy. So deeply and so generally had the French wiania
seized upon the popular mind in this country, and so susceptible of
its fiery influence were the ardent spivits of young wmen, all alive
to freedom of thought, of action, and indulgence, that reason,
arcinent, and persuasion had for a time no power against it.  Its
own horrible manifestation of itself at length gave them power to
overcome it. and scholars as well as people were roused from their
delusion, and brought to look back upon it with shame and amaze-

ment.'”

It was the native tone of voung Channing's spirit, however,
which made these movements of the age instructive to him. Judge
Story most justly adds : —

“* From what has been already stated, you will readily be enabled
to comprehend the general influences, the genius of the place,
which surrounded your father during his college life. If I were to
venture, however, upon giving an opinion upon such a subject,
necessarily conjectural, I should say that there were few or none.
of an external character, either powerful or active.  What he then
was, was mainly owing to the impulses of his own mind and heart,
— warm, elevated, ambitious of distinction, pure, and energetic.
[Tis associations were with the best scholars of his class. His
friendships were mainly confined to them. He neither loved nor
courted the idle or the indifferent: and with the vicious he had no
communion of pursuit or feeling. He then loved popularity, but
it was the popularity (as has been well said on another occasion)
that foliows, and is not sought after. It is that which is won hy
the pursuit of noble ends by noble means. But I cannot help
thinking that external influences were not those which mainly con-
tributed to fix the character of his life. The influences which seem
to me to have regulated his pursuits, his taste, his feelings, and
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his principles were chiefly from within, — the workings of genius
upon large materials, a deep and wakeful sensibility, an ardent love
of truth and moral purity, a conscience quickened and chastened
by an earnest sense of religious obligation, and a spirit elevated by
a warm interest in the human race.”

And this leads to what was his most vital experience in college.
The more his-character and mind matured, the more earnestly «id
he devote himself to aspirations after moral greatness. He read
with delight the Stoics, and was profoundly moved by the stern
purity which they inculcated. DBut the two duthors who most
served to guide his thoughts at this period were Hutcheson and
Ferguson. It was while reading, one day, in the former, some
of the various passages in which he asserts man’s capacity for
disinterested affection, and considers virtue as the sacrifice of
private interests and the bearing of private evils for the public
good, or as self-devotion to absolute, universal good, that there
suddenly burst upon his mind that view of the dignity of human
nature which was ever after to ** uphold and cherish” him, and
thenceforth to be ¢ the fountain light of all his day, the master
light of all his seeing.” Ie was, at the time, walking as he read,
beneath a cluinp of willows yet standing in the meadow a little
to the north of Judge Dana’s. This was his favorite retreat for
study, being then quite undisturbed and private, and offering a most
serene and cheerful prospeet across green meadows and the glisten-
ing river to the Brookline hills. The place and the hour were
always sacred in his memory, and he frequently referred to them
with grateful awe. It seemed to him that he then passed through
a new spiritual birth, and entered upon the day of eternal peace and
joy. The glory of the Divine disinterestedness, the privilege of
existing in a universe of progressive order and Dbeauty, the pos-
sibilities of spiritual destiny, the sublimity of devotedness to the
will of Infinite Love, penetrated his soul; and he was so borne
away in rapturous visions, that, to quote his own words, as spoken
to a friend in later years, ¢ I longed to die, and felt as if heaven
alone could give room for the exercise of such emotions ; but when
I found I must live, I cast about to do something worthy of these
great thoughts; and my enthusiasm at that age, being then but
fifteen, turning strongly to the female sex, I considered that they
were the powers which ruled the world, and that, if they would
bestow their favor on the right cause only, and never be diverted
by caprice, all would be fitly arranged, and triumph was sure.
Animated with this view, which unfolded itself with great rapidity
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and in many bearings, I sat down and wrote to this lady,” — lay-
ing his hand upon his wife's arm, who was listening by his side, —
 hut I never got courage to send the letter, and have it yet.”
This holy hour was but the first wind-flower of the spring, how-
ever, the opening of a long series of experiences by which he was
to be led up to perfect conseeration. 1t is a significant fact, that
in this time of exaltation, when the young moral knight-ervant
took his vow of lidelity and was girt with the sword of love. his
heart should have instinetively sought the concert in action of
woman. This faith in her power of disinterested virtue, so early
felt, grew always stronger; and if disappointment in the characters
and deeds of men made him ever falter for a moment in his gener-
ous aims, he found his hope and heroism renewed by woman's
purity and earnestness.

As Hutcheson was the medium of awakening within him the
consciousness of an exhaustless tendency in the human soul to
moral perfection. so Fergnson on Civil Society was the means of
concentrating his energies upon the thought of social progress.
Years afterwards, his remembrance of the enthusiasm in the cause
of hmmanity. first ealled ont in him by this hook, was so strong,
that he recommended it in terms which would certainly be thought
by most readers greatly to exaggerate its merits.  But it is instrue-
tive thus to learn the ageney whence the mind and will of a man
who in after life made himsell” so widely felt received their peculiar
direction.  In his Junior year he had alveady become a moral and
social reformer.

In the letter describing his c¢lassmate’s position as a student.
Judge Story says he had but little relish for mathematies and meta-
physics.  This was, however. a misconception, and is contradicted
by his own explicit statements.  Indeed. his taste was prematurely
developed for philosophical investigation. His very earliest at-
temipt at sustained composition was an essay on Electricity, and
his love of natural science was always strong. Ile delighted, too,
in geometry, and felt so rare a pleasure in the perfection of its dem-
onstrations, that he took the fifth book of Euelid with him as an
entertainment during one vacation. In relation to this point, his
classmate, W. W 11Imms, writes : — 2

*“The Sophomore year gave us Euclid to measure our strength..
Many halted at the ¢ pons asinorwm.”  But Channing could go over
clear at the first trial, as conld some twelve or fifteen of us. This
fact is stated to show that he had a mind able to comprehend the
abstrusities of mathematics, though to my apprehension he exeelled

3
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more decidedly in the Latin and Greek classics, and had a stronger
inclination to polite literature.”

But it was man’s spiritual nature and relations which chiefly at-
tracted his attention. He carefully studied, at this time, Locke,
Berkeley, Reid, Hume, Priestley. and especially Price.  And while
reading Jouffroy, in 1840, he said to a friend: I have found
here a fact which interests me personally very much.  Joufiroy savs
that Dr. Price’s Dissertations were translated into German at the
time of their first appearance, and produced a much greater impres-
sion there than they did in England; and he thinks they were the
first movers of the German mipd in the transcendental direction.
Now, I read Price when I was in college.  Price saved me from
Locke’s Philosophy. e gave me the doctrine of ideas. and during
my lite T have written the words Love, Right, &c., with a capital.
That book probably moulded my philosophy into the form it has
always retained.”

One other intellectual influence, which took strong hold of him,
deserves, too, special notice. This was the newly revived interest
in Shakespeare. The young men at Harvard were just then pas-
sionately given up to the study of the great dramatist; and Chan-
ning’s taste was so much moulded by the impression of his genius,
that through life he was delighted by few intellectual treats so
highly as by recitations from England’s first poet.

The political questions of the day, however, were the most quick-
ening excitement to a spirit so philanthropic and hopeful, and
through his whole college course Channing was a fervent politician.
As has before heen said, one of his most favorite stndies was his-
tory, and among his manuscripts of this period is a long, minute,
and carefully preparved essay on the English Revolution.  In public
and private, in friendly conversation, debating societies, themes,
and college parts, he took every occasion to manifest his sym-
pathy with the social agitations of the age. Dut the most def-
inite evidence of his political zeal may be found in the two
following incidents, the first of which is thus narrated by Judge
Story : —

** There was one circumstance of a public and political character,
which was felt with no small intensity among us near the close of
our collegiate life. T allude to the political controversies between
our national government and that of France, which then agitated
the whole country. and ultimately led to that sort of guasi war and
non-intercourse which the publie history of the times has fully ex-
plained. The party then known by the name of Federalists pos-
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sessed a very large portion of the wealth, the talents, and the
influence of the country.  President Adains was then at the head
ol the national administration ; a majority of Congress supported
all his leading measures ; and in New England his popularity was
almost unbounded, and sustained by a weight of opinion and of
munbers which is without example in our country.  The epposition
to his administration here was comparatively small, although in the
Southern States it was formidable.  Party spirit ran excecdingly
hizh, and, indeed, with almost irrepressible fury. Badges of loy-
alty to our own government and of hatred to France were every-
where worn in New England, and the cockade was a signal of
patriotic devotion to * Adams and liberty.’

“* It was impossible that the academical walls could escape the
common contagion.  The students became exceedingly nterested
in the grave questions then before the country. They were nearly
all united, heart and hand, in favor of the national administration,
and warmly espoused the eause of their country. In our Senior
vear (1793), yvour father, who was among the most warm and de-
cidded in his political opinions, procured a mecting to be had of the
students, with the sanction of the College government, for the pur-
pose of expressing their opinions on the then existing crisis of’ our
publie atfairs. The meeting was held. Ile made a very cloquent
and powerful speech, and was seconded with great zeal and ear-
nestoess by myself and others.  The result was. that a committee
was appointed to draw up an address to President Adams, of which
Your father was the chaivman.  The address, with the exception of
a single passage, afterwards added, was written by himself; it was
reported to the students, and was by them accepted by acclamation.
It was sent to President Adams, who made a written reply in a
very commendatory style; and both the address and the answer
were published in the newspapers of the day. and received general
applause.™

In the Boston Centinel of May 19, 1798, it is found thus re-
ported : —

“ Hanvarp UNIVERSITY.

**The committee of the students of Harvard, mentioned in the
last Centinel, offered the following address, which was immediately
signed by one hundred and seventy students.?

! The College contained at that time about 173 students, according to the
11111mln.-r of graduates in the Triennial Catalogue for 1798, 1799, 1800, and
b},
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“ADDRESS
TO TIS EXCELLENCY JOIIN ADAMS,

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

¢« Srr, — We flatter ourselves you will not be displeased at hearing
that the walls of vour native seminary are now inhabited by youth
possessing sentiments congenial with your own. We do not pre-
temd to great political sagacity ; we wish only to convinee mankind
that we inherit the intrepid spirit of our ancestors, and disdain sub-
mission to the will of a rapacious, lawless, and imperious nation,.
Though removed from active life, we have watched with anxiety
the interests of our country. We have seen a nation in Europe
grasping at universal conquest, trampling on the laws of God and
nations, systematizing rapine and plunder. destroying foreign gov-
ernments by the strength of her arms or the pestilence of her em-
braces, and scattering principles which subvert social order, raise
the storms of domestic faction, and perpetuate the horrors of revo-
lution. We have scen this same nation violating our neutral rights,
spurning our pacific proposals, her pirvatical citizens sweeping our
ships from the seas, and venal presses under her control pouring
out torrents of abuse on men who have grown gray in our service.
We have secn her ministers in this country insulting our govern-
ment by a daring, unprecedented, and contemptuous appeal to the
people, and her agents at home offering econditions which slaves
whose necks have grown to the yoke would reject with indignation.
We have seen this. Sir, and our youthful blood has boiled within
us. When, in opposition to such conduct, we contemplate the
measures of our own government, we cannot but admire and ven-
erate the unsullied integrity, the decisive prudence, and dignified
firmness which have uniformly characterized yvour administration.
Impressed with these sentiments, we now solemnly offer the un-
wasted ardor and unimpaired energies of our youth to the service
of onr country.  Our lives are our only property ; and we were not
the sons of those who sealed our liherties with their blood, if we
would not defend with these lives that soil which now aftfords a
peaceful grave to the mouldering bones of our forefathers.”

The other incident referred to at once illustrates the state of feel-
ng in those times, and gives proof that the unconquerable love
of free thought and speech, which characterized Channing’s man-
hood, was strong in youth. '

At the graduation of his class, the highest honor, that is, the
closing oration at Commencement, was assigned to him. The sub-
jeet was ** The Present Age.” Dut a condition was added, that all
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political discussion should be excluded. The reason for this re-
striction was, that the students of the previous year had given great
offence to the Democratic party by the severity of their remarks.
And as the college faculty were on the Federal side, candor scemed
to demand that Commencement day sbould not be imbittered by
political jealousies.  They therefore prohibited the introduction of
party questions.  The class, however, were highly incensed at what
they thought an intolerable infringement of their vights ; and one of
them wrote to Channing in the following fiery strain : —

¢ I could join yvou, my friend, in offering an unfeigned tear to the
manes of those jovs which are forever fled; but indignation has
dried up the source from which that tear must flow. The govern-
ment of college have completed the climax of their despotisin.
They have obtained an arrét, which from its features I could swear
is the offspring of the French Directory. Although they pretend
to be firm friends to American liberty and independence, their em-
hargo on politics, which has subjected you to so many inconveniences,
is strong proof to me that they arve Jacobins, or at best pretended
patriots, who have not courage to defend the rights of their country.

“William, should you be deprived of a degree for not performing
at Commencement, every friend of liberty must consider it as a
glorious sacrifice on the altar of your country.”

The ¢ inconveniences” referred to arose from the fact that Chan-
ning, so soon as he learned the restrictions, formalily declined to
reccive his part.  The President at first aceepted his resignation,
thinking it improbable that a young man would be willing to give
up the honors of the day, and even to endanger his degree, for such
a trifle.  But after a fortnight, finding him resolute, the govern-
ment sent for him, insisted upon his performing his part, and made
siuch concessions, that his Lrother. in writing to him, said: I
think yvou have gained a most complete triumph.  The government
have certainly treated you with a most flattering courtesy ; how
could you expect them to yield more?” His grandfather, uncles,
mother, all joined, too, in urging him to rest contented with the
concessions already made, declaring that ** such advice would be
approved in the very academy of honor; that even the pride of a
knight-errant would not be wounded by the course; that he had
struggled long enough for glory, and that yvielding in this manner
was rather a triumph than a defeat.,” Thus constrained by the en-
treatics of all who loved him. he finally agreed to comply with the
terms which the government had granted to his firmness. and went
to Newport to pass the vacation and write his oration. The expla-
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nations and assurances of the President permitted him to express
himself freely; and though he softened and shortened what other-
wisc he would have said, he did not sacrifice conscience or self-
respect.  Throughont, it was a bold and earnest discussion of the
exciting topics suggested by the French Revolution.  In delivering
it, he spoke with much dignity and decision ; and rising, toward the
close, to an impassioned hurst of feeling, he said, with great energy,
and a look directed to the faculty, which showed how carnestly he
was inclined to protest against any restraint upon free speech:
** But that I am forbid, I could a tale unfold, which would har-
row up your souls.” As the circumstances thus referred to were
generally known, this sally was received with unbounded applause ;
and when he left the stage, some time elapsed before the cheering
ceased. - ** Many years,” writes the distinguished classmate so
often quoted, ** have passed since then, but the impression left on
my mind of the brilliancy, vividness, and eloquence of that oration
is yet fresh.”

With this characteristic act, at which, in later years, he was much
amused for its excess of enthusiasm, Mr. Channing closed his col-
lege career in the summer of 1798.

Mr. Channing was now to select a profession. He had been a hard
student, ** not a mere seeker of a diploma,” as his uncle Henry approv-
ingly wrote, ** but a real worker,” and had gained universal respect tor
his rare powers and attainments; his memory had been stored hy
extensive reading, and his judgment enlarged by constant corre-
spondence with his sound-headed and sound-hearted grandfather
Ellery ; he had joined cordially in social pleasures. though with
strict regard to temperance, — it being remembered that Story and
e invariably declined the use of wine, even at convivial entertain-
ments, — and he had won the love of his associates by generous
sentiments, cheerfulness, and unassuming courtesy; though so
young. he had already taken decided ground as the advoeate of high
principles in religion, morals, and politics ; he was all alive to his
responsibilities, especially to his family in their poor estate; and
now in what way could he best employ his energies and gifts? lle
did not hesitate as to his true calling. In his Junior year, indeed,
he had written to Allston, *“ I have no inclination for either divin-
ity, law, or physic” ; and still later he had so seriously thought of
becoming a physician, that his grandfather wrote to him at length
in relation to the duties and opportunities of that profession, and
sent to him lists of the medical books which he should read.  Even
at the time when he graduated, most of his classmates supposed
that he would choose the law, as the occupation best fitted to give
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free field for the exercise of his powers of eloquence, and urged him
to take that course; but to all such appeals to his ambition he
answered. ** I think there is a wider sphere for uscfulness and
honor in the ministry.”  The path of duty marked out for him by
higher wisdom was plain.  **In my Senior year,” he writes, * the
prevalence of infidelity, imported from France, led me to inquire
into the evidences of Christianity, and then [ found for what { was
made. My heart cinbraced its great objects with an interest which
has been mereasing to this hour.” He was the same man then that
he manifested himself to be in mature life.  As his classmate, the
Hon. Richard Sullivan, bears witness, * there was in him the same
clear and quick apprehension of truth, and the tendeney to look
higher than to human authority, the same warm ionterest in the good
amd beautiful, the same temperate earnestness and independence
in maintaining opinions, the same perfect purity, simplicity, and
orderly course of lite. He scemed destined by Providence to influ-
ence largely the character of the times in which he lived.”

He returned, immediately on leaving Cambridge, to his mother’s
house in Newport, there to arrange his future plans ; and the follow-
ing letters will show at once the temper of his college life, and the
feelings with which he adopted his profession. The first is one
written many years later to a young friend, whom he hoped his own
experience might aid.

‘“ At your age I was poor, dependent, hardly able to buy clothes,
but the great idea of tmprovement had seized upon me. I wanted
to make the most of myself. 1 was not satisfied with knowing
things superficially or by halves, but tried to get some comprehen-
sive views of what T studied. I had an end, and, for a boy, a high
end in view. I did not think of fitting myself for this or that par-
ticular pursuit, but for any to which events might call me. I now
see that, had I had wiser direction, I might have done more; but I
did something. The idea of carrying myself forward did a great
deal for me. . . . I never had an anxious thought about my lot
i life. When I was poor, ill, and compelled to work with little
strength, I left the future to itself. I was not buoved up by any
hopes of promotion. [ wanted retirement, obscurity. My after
distinetion has indeed been forced on me. . . .

** You are in danger of reading too fast. In studying history, I
sometimes made an abstract from recollection, sometimes thought
over what I had read. . . . Walk out in the pleasant, still au-
tummal days. Such days did a great deal for my mind and heart,
when I was in Cambridge. . . .
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*T want you to find immediate pleasure in the acquisition of
knowledge, in the works of genius and art, in poetry, in beauty
everywhere, and in vigorous action of the intellect. In youth it is
not a good sign to inquire perpetually, What good will this or that
study do ¥ Our kind Creator then allures us to the useful, by join-
ing an immediate satisfaction to studies or pursuits which refine or
elevate us. . . .

“*Suppose a boy to choose to be a blacksmith, and to prepare
himself for his business by exercising his arm perpetually, to the
neglect of his other limbs and muscles, would he hecome another
Vulean?  Would he not do more for himself by invigorating his
whole system, and getting general health? You can easily apply
this to the mind. What you want is to give tone, freedom, life, to
all your faculties, to gét a disposable strength of intellect, a power
to use in whatever course you may pursue. A professional educa-
tion, or one designed to fit you for a particular profession, would
make but half a man of you. You are not to grow up merely for a
particular occupation, but to perform all the duties of a man, to mix
in society, to converse with intelligent men of all pursuits, to meet
emergencies, to he prepared for new and unexpected situations.
A general, liberal, generous education is what you need. Every
study into which you throw your soul, in which you gain truth and ex-
ercise your faculties, is a preparation for your future course. 1 have
found a good in everything I have learned. By degrees your
destiny will open before you. You will learn what you are good for,
what you are made for. I can say nothing more definite, and this
is definite enough and full of animation. Do your duty, and you
cannot fail to fit yourself for an honorable work.”

The next is from his classmate, Arthur Maynard Walter, who
died too early for his rare genius to be fully known and prized. It
illustrates in an agreeable way the warnth of Mr. Channing’s col-
lege friendships.

‘I have just taken your letter from the office with all the fervor
of a brother. I paid for it twenty-five cents, and would have paid
twenty-five guineas, had I had them. It is full of the enthusiasm
that I always admired in you, and occasioned all those indescriba-
ble sensations which arise from seeing opened to us the heart of a'
friend. I cannot agree to the present moral system of things. If
we are to form connections at fourteen which are to be broken at
eighteen, — connections which involve the best feelings of the soul,
and which may affect in a great measure the future happiness or
future misery of our lives, —we had better be without fecling, and
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live in a state of solitude. I have enjoved no nights equal to those,
when vou used to call at my window, and I blew out the candle,
and we went over to Shaw’s. . What nights those were!  Awd the
davs, too, vou well know.  Our classic ground. Channing, 1 dare
HH‘:’, is overrun with weeds and with orass.  The careless passer-hy
never thinks that every inch of ground was consecrated to atieetion,
and every rock on which we sat, and every rail on which we leaned,
hiad a value such as vulgar souls can never know.  This is a theme
on which I could dwell long.”

The closeness of the bond which united these young friends is
thus also testified to by Mr. Channing : —

“ Newront, October, 1703,

YAy peEar Suaw, —1I ean clearly discover fromn 's last
letter, that you doubt the sincerity and continuance of my friend-
ship. Iave you lived four years with me, and do you know so
little of me as to think that time or any new attachment can tear
from me the memory ol * jovs that are past’? They are intwined
with the threads of my existence ; and it is only by rending these
asunder, that von can destroy the melancholy recollection of our
mntual happiness. I still remember vour social fire, —how we
collected round it, — shortened the long winter nights by nuts,
cigars, and social converse, and strengthened the ties of our friend-
ship. I was then supremely happy. I can still remember our
walks by moonlight, — how we strolled over the Common, or took
the solitary road to the Judge's. We leaned on each other’s arms
for support; we grew warm in friendly argument; the jarrings
which sometimes prevailed among us only sweetened the concord
and harmony which suceeeded. O William ! the memory of those
days will be ever fresh within me. It has drawn many tears down
iy cheelk. I am sensible that my happy days have passed. and I
can only weep for them. My walks now are solitarv: no friendly
voice to cheer me ; no congenial soul to make a partner of my jov
or sorrow. I am. indeed, in the midst of my family. with the best
of mothers, brothers, and sisters.  But alas! 1 have no friend.

** There is a beach about a mile from the town. I never saw
elsewhere such magnilicence, grandeur, and sublimity as the wild
seenery of nature here presents.  The towering and craggy rocks,
the roar of the waves, the foam with which they dash on the shore,
their irrezular succession, and the boundless ocean before, all con-
tribute to inspire one with awe and delight.  Ilere I go once aday.
Sometinies I compare my fortune to the billows hefore me. I ex-
tend my arms towards them, I run to meet them, and wish myself
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buried beneath their waters. Sometimes my whole soul ascends to
the God of nature, and in such a temple I cannot but be devout.
Thus I am either borne to heaven on * rapture’s wing of fire,” or else
I am plunged into the depths of despair. How different from my
situation at college ! There I had friends to fly to, when the world
looked gloomy, and forgot my miseries in the circle of my equals.
Here I brood over melancholy.

“I am now on the point of changing my mode of life. New
prospects have dawned upon me. A field has opened for exertion.
I mean to rouse all my energies, shake off this lassitude of soul,
and lose my sorrows in business. God alone knows what success
will attend me. I mean to do my duty, and I feel careless about
the event. I love misfortunes when they spring from a resolute
adherence to virtuous conduct. I trust that my burdens will be no
heavier than I can hear, and I shall be cheered when I think that
the struggles which I make are the struggles of honest industry.

** I suppose yon know the profession which I mean to follow.
Yes, Shaw, [ shall be a minister, a shepherd of the flock of Jesus,
a reformer of a vicious, and an instructor of an ignorant world. I
look forward to a better country, and, while I am journeying toward
it myself. I wish to lead others the same way. I know that you
revere relizion ; and I wish that in your political carcer you would
sometimes look bevond the strife, erimes, and intrigues of nations,
to the harmony and hlessedness of the Christian society in another
state. We shall take different courses in life, but we shall meet in
the grave. We shall bow hefore the same tribunal, and, I trust,
shall rejoice forever in the same heaven, and join in the same cele-
bration of Almighty love. You will think I have grown quite min-
isterial, but, believe me, I cherished the same sentiments in college
as I do now. In my view, religion is but another name for happi-
ness, and I am most cheerful when I am most religious.”

Craapter IV. — RICHMOND.
JEr. 18-20. 1798-18040.

Mg. CraNNiNG was now in his nineteenth year; and feeling that
his friends had done all for him that was in their power, and yet
more, that the whole of his mother's small income was needed for
the family, he determined to secure some means of maintenance
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while pursuing his professional studies. Ilis state of mind he thus
discloses to his uncle: ** I am happy to hear that you approve of
the step I have taken. It has always been a favorite wish of my
heart to support myself.  Bitter is the bread of dependence.  All
I had a right to expeet from my friends was an education.  This 1
have obtained, and I trust that IHeaven will smile on my ex-
ertions.”  Ile was most happy, therefore, to receive an invitation
from David Meade Randolph, Esq., of Richmond, Virginia, who
was then on a visit at Newport, and was struck with the young
man's intelligenee, refinement, and liberal spirit, to reside in his
fumily, as tutor; and in October of 1798, he left Newport for the
South.

ITow much his family mourned this necessary separation appears
by the following extract from a letter of his brother Franeis, then
residing as a lawyer at Newport: -* William has gone, and most
of my jovs have gone with him. You know not the worth of this
¢ amiable and almost divine fellow,” as one of his classmates calls
him.  Where shall I find his equal? In vain do I search the whole
ronnd of my acquaintance. So pure a mind, united with so noble
a spirit, and such exquisite feelings, I nowhere discern.”  To his
mother, especially, his departure was a source of the deepest sorrow.
Awd to this overtlowing affeetion he thus touchingly alludes in the
first letter after his arrival : —

“ Ricnmoxp, November, 1798,

** My pEar Motner, — A favorable opportunity has just offered,
by which I can write to all my friends without subjecting them to
the expense of postage. I begin with you. To you I owe the
highest obligations. The anxiety and tenderness which you dis-
covered at my departure from Newport will never be forgotten. I
wish that my friends were not so deeply interested in my welfare.
It makes both them and me unhappy. Every misfortune I expe-
ricnce is aggravated by thinking on the pain which it will occasion
them. I often wish that I had been thrown loose on the wide ocean
of life, without one eye to watch with friendly eare my various
suceesses, or shed a tear over my follies and miseries. When I
was dashing over the billows, on my passage, I felt no fear for my-
self; but I was distressed when [ remembered that T had left a
mother behind me who was trembling with anxiety lest her son
micht be huried in the merciless waves. I understand from
Franeiss letter, that you had many high winds after I left you;
and did not every gale come to me loaded with the sighs of a
mother? I mention this because I wish you not to make yourself
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unhappy by vour concern for me. I know that I am far from home,
where nothing but your good wishes can reach me. I am far from
your social fireside. 1 mn neither a sharer in your joys, nor the
object of vour fond attentions.  But still the same sun shines upon
us, the same providence 1s extended to both of us, and the same
God who protects and blesses you will watch over me, and mete
me out a portion of happiness. Our distance from cach other can-
not remove either of us from our common Parent. It is this truth
which econsoles me in my absence from home, and I wish that it
might hanish from your hosom those corroding fears for my safety
which, added to the load of yvour domestic eares, must make life
wearisome to vou. I feel every day more and more attached to my
new abode. I am treated with every attention which hospitality
can bestow. My duties are neither numerous nor irksome, and I
can find time enough for study. I am resolved to prosecute divinity.
My highest hopes of happiness are bevond the grave, and T cannot
do more good to mankind than by teaching them also to lay up
treasures where neither moth nor rust ean corrapt them. My dear
mother, thouzh I have so lately left you, I begin already to antici-
pate the moment when I shall see you again. Time has swifter
wings than the eagle. Months and years will fly away, — and
with what rapture shall I press vou all to my bosom ! IHope is the
anchor of the soul. I lean upon it perpetually. T paint more
blissful scenes in prospect than I have ever vet experienced ; and
should they prove as baseless as the fabric of a vision, I ean still
boast of the happiness which they give in anticipation. T dare not
ask, but I should like to receive, a few lines from you.
“* Your affeetionate son.”

In Mr. Randolplh’s family Mr. Channing resided as an honored
guest. and found there a circle of warm friends. Mr. Randolph
was at this time the Marshal of the United States for Virginia, and
his house was frequented by the most eminent citizens of Richmond
and of the State. first among whom to be mentioned with honor
was the late Chief Justice Marshall, who was then in the full vigor
of his manhood. and commanded universal respect for his upright-
ness. wisdom, and dignity of presence. IHow much a young man
of Mr. Channing’s energy appreciated opportunities so rare, for
enlarging his experience and acquaintance with mankind, ean be
readily understood.  He visited freely in Richmond, availed him-
self of the hospitalities offered by the neighboring gentry, and on
various oceasions passed periods of leisure at plantations. hesides
travelling with the Randolphs in the summer season. Virginia
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was at this time still in her prosperity, and scareely beginning to
reap the penalty which slavery at length brought, in blasted fields,
deserted mansions, ruined estates, and seattered fawilies; and
Mr. Channing felt deeply the charm of the cordial and clegant
courtesy which everywhere greeted him.  With more enthusiasm
certainly than discrimination, he wrote to his brother : —

¢ I believe I have before told yvou that the manners of the Vir-
cinians are more free than ours. There is one circumstance which
particularly pleases me. The men do not forget the friendship
and feelings of their youth.  They call each other by their Christian
names.  They address each other and converse together with the
same familiarity and frankness which they used to do when they
were bovs.  How different from our Northern manners! There
avarice and ceremony at the age of twenty graft the coldness and
unfeclingness of age on the disinterested ardor of youth.”

And again. to Mr. Shaw, he sayvs: —

“ T believe I have praised the Virginians before, in my letters,
for their hospitality. I blush for my own people, when I compare
the selfish prudence of a Yankee with the generous confidence of
a Virginian. IHere I find great vices, hut greater virtues than I
left behind me.  There is one single trait which attaches me to the
people I live with, more than all the virtues of New England.
They love money less than we do.  They are more disinterested.
Their patriotism is not tied to their purse-strings. Could I only
take from the Virginians their sewsuality and their sloves, 1 should
think them the greatest people in the world.  As it is, Shaw, with
a few great virtues, they have innumerable vices.”

But pleasing social relations did not deaden his conseience, as
in the case of others they have too often done, to the iniguity and
miseries of slavery. He saw the institution, it is true, under its
most lenient form; for the Randolphs were as humane as it is
possible to he in relations so intrinsically unjust, and sought to
reconcile their slaves to their situation, and to gain their attach-
ment, by gentleness and kind attentions.  Indeed, to judge from
Passages in Mrs. Randolph’s letters to Mr. Channing after his
return from Virginia, she was, and perhaps her husband also, dis-
gusted with the whole system; for she writes, in relation to the
threatened insurrection in Richmond, ¢ Such is our boasted land
of freedom,” — Mr. Randolph adding. *¢ This is a small tornado of
liberty.” 1In a later letter she thus still more strongly expresses
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herself: ¢ 1 feel a great desire to quit the land of slavery alto-
gether.,” It is very probable, then, that in the family where he
resided the evils of this lowest form of society were fully exposed
and discussed.! ¢ I heard it freely spoken of with abhorrence,”
he says.  And wherever he went, language of similar hostility
may well have reached him; for the words of Washington and of
Jefferson were sounding in the ears of their fellow-citizens, and
men had not then become insensible to the absurd and hypocritieal
position in which the United States were presented to the world, —
as a nation professing freedom and practising oppression, asserting
cquality and enforcing castes, declaring itself in advance of the
whole civilized world by a recognition of inalienable human rights,
and yet perpetuating the worn-out usages of barbarisin.  Not then,
cither, had speculators discovered how to postpone the destructive
effects of slave cultivation, by breeding children, like cattle, for
the Southwest market, and replenishing exhausted coffers by the
profits of the *¢ vigintial crop.” Virginia had already, to be sure,
voted for'the abolition of the foreign slave-trade, with the economi-
cal prospect of becoming the American Guinea-coast, and monopo-
lizing the gains of merchandise in men. DBut the stimulants to this
accursed traflie, offered by the acquisition of Louisiana and Florida,
by the rapid growth of the cotton-trade, and the invention of
the cotton-gin, were not then felt.  And Mr. Channing probably
received, therefore, from intelligent slaveholders confessions of
their dissatisfaction with this system of concentrated inhumanity.
Ie came, also, personally in contact with its workings, by some-
times assuming the duty of distributing the weekly rations, by
visiting in the slave-huts, and conversing with the domestics in
the houschold ; and he was once left by Mr. and Mrs. Randolph,
during a short absence, in entire charge of these beings made
helpless by constraint and dependence. The result of this experi-
ence was, that he received an indelible impression of the wretched-
ness which such wrongs must everywhere and forever bring alike
on slave and master. The following letter fully expresses the
state of his feelings : —

‘* There is one ohject here which always depresses me. It is
slavery. This alone would prevent me from ever settling in Vir-
ginia. Language cannot express my detestation of it. Master
and slave! Nature never made such a distinction, or established
such a relation.  Man, when forced to substitute the will of another
for his own, ceases to be a moral agent; his title to the name of

I Works, Vol. IL p. 231. One Volume Edition, p. 770.
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man is extinguished, he becomes a mere machine in the hands of
his oppressor. No empire is so valuable as the empire of one’s
self.  No right is so inseparable from humanity, and so necessary
to the improvement of our species, as the right of exerting the
powers which nature has given us in the pursuit of any and of
every good which we can obtain without doing injury to others.
Should you desire it, I will give you sowme idea of the situation and
character of the negroes in Virginia. It is a subject so degrading
{o humanity that I cannot dwell on it with pleasure. I should
be obliged to show you every vice, heightened by every meanness
and added to every misery. The influence of slavery on the whites
is almost as fatal as on the blacks themselves.”

The strong Federal predilections which Mr. Channing brought
with him from the North, and the earnest discussions which he
found prevailing in Virginia, gave a deepened interest to his inter-
course with leading men, and doubtless exerted an influence to
call his powers into their fullest action. In Newport, and at col-
lege, he had been accustomed to hear only one side of the impor-
tant questions, which then stirred the country, presented ; but now
he found himself confronted with Democrats, and was foreed to
meet their arguments face to face, To a friend he writes : —

“I am very desirous to see the debates in Congress. I find
this advantage from being in Virginia, that I must adopt no opinion
on the measures of government without having grounds for it.”

This was the period, it will be remembered, when the Federalists
were still dreading the influence of French Jacobinism, and when
the Democrats saw in their opponents the tools of English intrigue,
when the black cockade and the tricolor were worn as badges hy
the respective parties, and when the most bitter suspicion and
calumny everywhere prevailed. It was well for a high-spirited and
honorable young man to be brought thus into close contact with
persons of an opposite creed from that in which he had been reared.
It disarmed his prejudices, enlarged his views of public affairs,
substituted eandor for bigotry, and taught him to consult reason
more than his passions.  Indeed, so far did he learn to be just in
stating the arguments of his adversaries, that his brother writes
to him reproachfully, as if he had become a ** traitor.,” But his
liberality was ounly the first development of that many-sidedness
and cautious judgment which were so characteristic of his manhood.
He was still a devoted Federalist, as appears from the following
letters to his friend Shaw, which are of value at once as an illustra-
tion of the temper of the times, and as a proof of his mental energy.
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““ My political opinions have varied a little since I saw you; but
it would be unfair to charge them to the Jacobinic atmosphere of
Virginia. I trust that I am guided by sober reflection. I view
the world as a wide ficld of action, designed by its Framer to per-
fect the human character. Political institutions are valuable only
as they improve and morally elevate human nature. Wealth and
power are subordinate considerations, and are far from consti-
tuting the real greatness of a state. I blush for mankind, when I
see interest the only tic which binds them to their country; when
I see the social compact improved for no purpose but the accumu-
lation of riches, and the prosperity of a nation decided by the
successful avarice of its members. I wish to sce patriotism cx-
alted into a moral prineiple, not a branch of avarice. I wish to sce
governments established and administered with the view ol enlight-
ening the mind and dignifving the heart.

‘* I have premised these observations, that you may he prepared
for some remarks in the following pages which might otherwise sur-
prise you. You wish to know what I think of France. I think her
cause desperate indeed. The Republic has not many months to live.
Enthusiasm and numbers have hitherto cerowned her with success,
but enthusiasm and numbers have failed her. * Her soldiers no
longer burn with the ardor of freemen, and their ranks arve thinned
by the sword.” Her citizens are discontented ; her conquered prov-
inces are rising in arms against her; and government finds no
resources but in fleecing to the last farthing the miserable subjects
whom former rapacity had reduced to poverty. The Republic is
split into parties, and her naval defeats have leagued all Europe
against her. This I collect from newspapers. Now I cannot con-
ceive how a government, founded on corruption, unsupported hy
the attachment of its subjects, unable to pay its armies, shaken hy
internal convulsions, surrounded by rebellious allies, and attacked,
as France soon must be, by the united forces of Europe, can
maintain its ground, and withstand such formidable and con-
solidated opposition. If my information is corrcet, T eannot but
think that the great nation is in a more eritical situation than
ever; and this idea has led me to suppose, in spite of the Sec-
retary’s report, that she was sincere in her pacific professions to
Mr. Gerry.

“* Do not misunderstand me, Shaw. T do not say that France has
given up her views on this country ; I do not say that she is less
active in her intrigues. I know better. What I mean is this, —
that France rested her hopes of success on the party she had formed
in our own bosom, that she never calculated upon that spirit which
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hurst forth on the publication of the despatches, that her critical
situation rendered a war with us impolitic, and that it was of course
her interest to heal the breach with us, and wait for a more favor-
able opportunity to accomplish her designs. Mr. Pickering tells us,
that France wished to delude us by the semblance of a negotiation,
and palsy our exertions. No doubt, she wished us to repose in the
lap of confidence, till, having * sharked up the fry of Europe,’ she
should have leisure to devour us also.  DBut how, in fact. was this
to be done? She had evidently been too sudden in claiming tribute
from America ; she saw that, in spite of her opiates, the eagle'’s eve
was vigilant, and * the national pulse beat high for war'; she saw
unexpected energies of patriotism bursting forth, and measures of
defence adopted, notwithstanding her tampering with our envoy.
She had no navy to force us to compliance; and thus situated, I
ask vou, what was she to do? Was it not her interest to quiet our
jealousies by forming a treaty with us, and delay to another and
more promising period lLier schemes of bondage? Was not this the
way to enable her infernal agents to work more sccurely against us,
and poison the public mind with more success? These arguments
appear to me of considerable weight ; and though Mr. Gerry seems
to he no Solomon in his correspondence, I am disposed on this sub-
jeet to subscribe to his opinion.

“ I'rom considering France, I am naturally led to make some
observations on the defensive steps which have been taken, and
which, it is said, will be taken by our government. You may call
e Jacobin, if you please, but I am nof for enlarging our standing
arnmy. I wish there was nothing of the kind. It is the engine
which has beat down the walls of liberty in all ages; and though I
anticipate no dangers from the present one, still it is a precedent
which may be fatally abused.

“1 am opposed to standing armies on account of their moral
effects.  The activity of war leaves the soldier little time to cor-
rupt himself. DBut an army in time of peace is the hot-bed of
vice. Common soldiers are mostly talken from the dregs of society.
Every farthing of their pay is spent in drinking. Example hur-
ries along the honest and virtuous. Idleness vitiates them. They
commnnicate their erimes to the neighborhood in which they are
aquartered ; and I do not think that Mr. Giles was too severe
when he said, that, ¢ for five dollars” worth of whiskey, they would,
every man of them, sacrifice their country, and sell its liber-
tics.” A soldier dy profession is too apt to forget that he is a
citizen,  Subject to the absolute command of his superior officer,
he loses the dignity of a freeman, and looks with contempt on

T4
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subordination to civil anthority. I have no time to write furtler,
I meant to have said something on the alliance with England, which
Paine is talking about; but I must defer it. Write soon; correct
me if I am wrong. You will find that my political principles and
ideas of government are branches of my moral system. You do
not know what an enthusiast I have grown for liberty.” !

‘I feel vexed almost to madness, when I see the powers of
Europe sitting so quictly till the chains are riveted on them. I
expected ere this to have seen every nation, from the Mediter-
rancan to the Daltie, in arms against this scourge of society., But
instead of that, the idle controversies of Rastadt are protracted,
while Naples is given up to pillage, and France is gaining the
command of the Rhine. . . . . I think that the great nation has
nothing to fear now but from the distressed state of her finances,
and I suppose the plunder of Naples will fill her cotfers for the
present. The moment for action has heen lost. Switzerland,
Belgium, and Ilolland discovered the symptoms of a rebellion ; —
then was the time to strike a blow.

“War, in its mildest forms, is horrible. As ‘ﬁ‘l“‘ﬂﬂ by the
Russians [alluding to Suwarrow], it is the heaviest curse which
can fall to the lot of man. If rivers of blood have already been
shed, we must now expect oceans. God of Peace! how long wilt
thou leave thy children a prey to all the horrors of war? We
have rcad so long of battles that they have become familiar to us.
We hear of the gl'mfrhter of thousands and ten thousands with as
little emotion as if we had been told that so many flies had been
swept away in a storm.  But is war on this account less calamitous?
Do you remember the picture of Horror which Southey gives us in
a note to one of his odes? T shuddered at it. 1 saw the milk
frozen on the breast of the dead mother. I saw the babe hanging
on her cold hosom. T am indeed sick of war; my prayer to God

“Thy kingdom mme, a kingdom which the Prince of Peace will
govern.

- - - . "

““If T mistake not, the present period is the most eventful and
important which has offered itself to our view during the whole
revolution of France. In Europe, the fate of natiohs is suspended
in the balance ; and America, though so remote from the scenc of
blood and confusion, is most ﬂeoph* interested in the decision of
the contest. The eyes of all parties are now fixed on the President.

1 This letter was written a year subsequent to the one which follows, but is
placed before it, as it best introduces his political sentiments.
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What ean he do? The Federalists in all parts of the country seem
oppoused to a renewal of negotiation with France. The Jacobins
are more clamorous than ever about his supinenecss in forming a
solidl peace with that government. . . . . I rely implicitly on the
firmmess and independence of the President. I consider him as
elevated above the ¢lamors of faction, and superior to the narrow
views of party. e is placed in so peculiar a situation. that no
measure he can adopt will be popular.  The only object he can pro-
pose to himself is the good of his country ; and, I doubt not. he
will pursue it with undeviating perseverance. I have ever consid-
ered it, and shall consider it, the interest of America to be at peace
with all nations.  Let me ask you, then, what intluence the pro-
posed negotiation will have on maintaining the peace of our coun-
try.  This is the most interesting light in which it can be viewed ;
and it is my sincere opinion that it will tend rather to embroil us
with the rest of Europe than to establish a lasting peace with
France. . .,.

¢ What will the rest of Europe think of us for making a treaty
with Franee, when all other civilized nations have dissolved their con-
nections with her? Have they not openly expressed their resolution
to overthrow that government with which we are going to treat?

“* Marshall stands at the head of the list, and T do but echo
the multitude when I tell you that he is one of the greatest men in
the country. His * Answers to a Freeholder” had a tendeney to
sink him in the estimation of the Northern people. Dut if vou
lived in Virginia, you would think just as he did. I blush when I
think of’ the Alien and Sedition laws. They have only served to
show the weakness of government. They were worse than useless.
Marshall is a great character.  1le bids fair to be the first character
in the Union.

“* I wonder how —— could presume to touch the venerable laurels
of Washington. Did not Washington distinguish himself before
and after the time of Lord Howe's command? Did he not show
the most consummate skill in improving the advantages which Lord
Howe afforded him? Witness Princeton and Trenton. Let any
man read Washington’s own letters ; andl if he will afterwards say
that Washington is not a first-rate general, I will yield the point.

““1 rejoice with you, my friend, at the victory of Nelson. I
hope the report is equally true respecting the defeat of Bonaparte’s
land forces. The Directory, in their last communication, have
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carried him safe to Cairo ; should it be true that he has repelled all
human opposition, I would invoke old Nilus from the ooze of his
fertilizing streams, and besecch him to overflow with his swiftest
torrents the land he has long enriched, and sweep this prince of rob-
bers from the face of the earth. There is one question which has
arisen in my mind since the late news from the Mediterranean, and
I think it an important one. Ought not a just policy to be alarmed
at the disproportionate greatness and power of the British nau
There is not at present a nation in Europe to dispute with her the
empire of the seas. We arc exulting at the superiority of the
British by sea, as we did a few years ago at the superiority of
the French by land. We have bitterly rued the latter. Let us
avoid the same error with respect to the former. I wish France to
fall, but I do not wish England to rise on her ruins. We should
be careful that, in destroying one scourge of the world, we do not
give birth to another.

“For my part I care not how soon the contest is decided.
Should the worst happen, should my native country be prostrated,
by the arts and influence of demagogues, at the feet of France, I
will curse and quit it. I never will breathe the same air with those
who are tainted with the foul impurities of Irench principles. I
never will dwell in the country where I was born fiee, when it is
doomed to groan under a foreign yoke. With tears in my eyes,
T will bid farewell to the roof which sheltered my infancy, and to the
green graves of my fathers, and take up my abode in the foreign
land from which I boast of my descent, and which my honest
ancestors left in hopes of finding climes more favorable to liberty
and to the rights of man.” '

Mr. Channing’s interest in public affairs, knowledge of national
policy, and observation of men were yet more enlarged, while his
powers of’ cloquence received a stimulant, from attending the de-
bates of the Virginia legislature, which held its sessions in the Capi-
tol at Richmond. He writes: ¢ I have listened to these speeches
with a great deal of pleasure. 'The Virginians are the best orators
I have ever heard.”

But zeal in the political movements of the day, and social enjoy-
ments, occupied only the intervals of time. Ilis energies were
mainly turned to the duties of his school and to private studies.
He had under his charge twelve boys, to whose care most of the
hours of the day were devoted. In after years, he thought himself
at this time too strict a disciplinarian. But he may have found a
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display of decision more necessary from his youth and smallness of
size, of which an amusing illustration is given in the following
anecdote, related by himself.  An old colored woman came into
the school to complain of some of the boys who had damaged her
garden, broken her fenee, and torn up her flowers, making loud
complaint, and wanting to see the master. When he presented
himself, she surveyed him for a moment, and said, ** You de
massa?  You little ting, you can’t lick ’em; dey put you out de
window.” Ile assured her, however, that the boys should be cor-
rected, and that she should be satisfied for her loss, remarking,
¢ Poor mamma ! she knew of no way of discipline but the lesk.”

Absorbed in the duty of teaching during the day, and living
much apart from the family, Mr. Channing was prompted by Lis
wish for quick advancement to pass most of the night in study,
He wsually remained at his desk till two or three o'clock in the
morning, and often saw the day break before retiring to rest. e
had also gained from the Stoices, and from his own pure standard
of’ virtue, aseetic desires of eurbing the animal nature, and of hard-
cning himself for diflicult dutics. For the end of overcoming
cffeminacy, he accustomed himself to sleep on the bare floor, and
would spring up at any hour of waking to walk about in the cold.
With the same view he made experiments in diet, and was rigidly
abstemions, while he neglected exercise from too close application.
The result of these night-studies and of his general ignorance of
the natural laws was, that an originally fine constitution was
broken, and seeds of disease were planted in his system which
vears of scrupulous regard to health could never root out.

To these sources of illness was added another, whicl, as it illus-
trates his characteristic disinterestedness, may deserve a passing
notice.  When he left home his provident mother had given him a
bill of credit on a house in Richmond, with the confident expecta-
tion that he would use it to refurnish his wardrobe. Money, how-
every, he could not bring himself to take from his mother’s large
family, and never drew upon his friends. Depression of spirits
and absorption of mind made him careless, also, of external ap-
pearances 5 and he preferred to expend his salary in purchasing
books. The consequence was, that his clothing beeame much
worn, and he exposed himself during the whole winter without an
overcoat, except when sometimes he bhorrowed one to attend
church.  These necessities came home to him when, upon Christ-
mas day, he found himself too meanly clad to join the gay party
assembled at Mr. Randolplis, and, sitting alone in his study,
thought of his own family circle, then gathered, far away, around
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his mother’s table. ITe thus alludes, years afterwards, to his home-
sickness : — _

“1 am not sorry that you have had a touch of this disease. I
know it well. I remember how my throat seemed full, and food
was tasteless, and the solitude which I fled to was utter loneliness.
It is worse than sea-sickness, but it comes from the heart; it is a
tribute to the friends you have left.”

This slight experience of poverty, too, sank deep into his memory,
and gave him through life most tender compassion for the needy.
Ilis general state and habits he thus describes : —

“* My pEar FerLow, —. . . . Did you but know the exquisite
happiness which the handwriting of a friend affords me, now that I
am so far from home, without one companion of my youth to cheer
my social or share my gloomy hours, I am sure you would snatch
a few moments from slecp, or the round of amusen:ents, to scribble
me a letter. :

“* You seem anxious to know how I am situated. Very happily,
I assure you; as happily as I could be at such a distance from
Newport. I finish school before dinner, and all the rest of the day
I spend as I choose. I am treated with.every attention I can
desire. I have a retired room for my study, a lonely plain to walk
in, and you know, Shaw, that under these circumstances I cannot
be miserable. I often look towards the North with a sigh, and
think of the scenes I have left behind me. But I remember that
cruel necessity has driven me from home, and wipe away the tear
which the painful recollection had wrung from my eyes. Do not
misunderstand me, Shaw. When I say erwel necessity, I do not
mean poverty. No! It is a necessity which my feclings have im-
posed upon me, — a necessity arising from a change in my senti-
ments, and a peculiarity of character which I cannot explain to
you. It is now that I experience the benefit of habits which I
formed in early life. O Heaven! what a wretch should I be, how
wearisome would be existence, had I not learned to depend on
myseclf for enjoyment! Society becomes more and more insipid.
I am tired of the fashionable nonsense which dins my ear in every
circele, and I am driven to my book and pen for velief and pleasure.
With my book and pen in my hand, I am always happy. Nature
or education has given this hent to my mindd, and I esteem it as
the richest blessing Heaven ever sent me. I am independent of
the world. Above all things, cultivate this independence.  You
know it is my idol, and I know of no virtue more necessary to a
politician.”
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The studies to which he was assiduously devoting himself were
partly of a general character, as appears from the following letters
to his friend Shaw, describing his literary pursuits,

¢« [ have not yet received an answer to my last two letters. DBut
[ abhor ceremony, and when I have an hour’s leisure and a tull
heart I eannot enjoy myself better than in communicating my sen-
timents and feelings to a friend. I am now totally immersed in
literature. I have settled a course of reading for three years, and
I hope at the end of that time to have knowledge enough to enter
on the world. I intend to pursue a course of modern history im-
mediately. I have purchased a set of Russcll, and shall take
Belsham’s George the Third for a continuation. I shall guin more
particular knowledge of the distingnished reigns by the help of
biographies. I 114'.{, understood that Ilarte’s Gustavus is a good
work.  What do you know of it? If it is worth reading. and not
too voluminous, could you forward it to me? What do you think
of Gillie's Frederick? I ean procure it here, if you recommend it.
I have already Voltaire’s Louis the Fourteenth.  Would you advise
Sully’s Memoirs in this course? I shall begin Russell at Ilenry the
Seventh of England. I have read all of Hume but the last volume.
Ie does not throw light enough on the rest of Europe. Tell me
what books must be added, and what retrenched. 1 wisih I could
et a good Roman and a good Grecian history. I know of none
which is political enough, and which attends to the private life of
those nations. Ferguson will earry me to the termination of the
Roman Republie.  But must I wade through Gibbon to get ac-
quainted with the Empire? Rather than do this, T will wait till T
begin a course of ecclesiastical history. What do vou know of
Mitford’s Greece? T shall now read history very ditferently from
what I used to do. I shall read it as a politician and a moral-
ist. I shall found my opinions of government on what I see to be
the effects of different systems, and not on idle speculation. I
study harder than ever.”

Of Robertson’s Charles the Fifth, which he at this period read,
he onee remarked : —

‘““That history first gave me a right direction in historical mat-
ters.  The introduction is superficial ; but to me, in my ignorance,
it was full of light, and taught the value of broad views of human
affairs ; it led me to look for the steady causes and tendencies at
work among nations. On the whole, Robertson gives a pretty fair
view of tlw Reformation, — that mighty event, — though, indced,
lie was a Protestant, and no I’rc—testant can be wholly impartial.”
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Speaking of ——’s poem, he says: —

““ In ancient times it was a common opinion that Parnassus was
hard to climb, and its top almost inaccessible. But in modern
times we scem to have made a beaten cart-way over it, and where
is the man who cannot travel it without difficulty or danger?
Helicon was once represented as a scanty stream, and happy was
he who could get a draught of it. But now it has become so bold
a river that every ploughboy in the field of science can water his
horses at it. Inspiration descends in the form of a thick fog, and
the beclouded faney which paints a monster, while it aims at
sketching nature, is admired for the boldness and wildness of its
thoughts. . . . .

¢+ Ilis metaphors, generally speaking, are too far-fetched. IHe
shows more of the scholar than the man, and none but a scholar
can understand his productions. IIe pleases the rvefined taste of
the critic, but cannot strike the master-springs of the human heart.
. . . . His poetry is loaded with cumbrous epithets. IHe dazzles us
with his splendor, but he does not warm us with the blaze of his
genius. Like a glittering sword brandished in a sunbecam, he
flashes light into your eyes, without communicating any of the heat
of that luminary. I love an author who converges the rays of
thought till they burn in a focus.

“The ancients heaped flowers on the dead, hut gave a simple
garland of oak to the living hero. I admire their taste.  Let the
servile imitator deck his lifeless page with a profusion of epithets.
They keep the corpse out of sight. Dut genius can give the spark
of life, the bloom of health, the lightning eve, the majesty of form,
and the glow of thought, to her productions. What need, then,
of ornament? . . . .

“1 have lately read Mrs. Wolstonecraft’s posthumous works.
Ier letters. toward the end of the first volume, are the best I ever
read. They are superior to Sterne’s. 1 consider that woman as
the greatest of the age. Her ¢ Rights of Woman’ is a masculine
performance, and ought to be stndm{l hy the sex. Can you call
her a prostitute? She indeed formed a guilty connection. But
even then she acted upon principle. . . .

*“ It seems that you cannot love Mrs. “ Tolstonecraft. I do not
mean to fight with you about her. Her principles respecting mar-
riage would prove fatal to society, if they were reduced to practice.
These I cannot recommend. But on other subjects her sentiments
are noble, generous, and sublime. She possessed a masculine
mind, but in her letters you may discover a heart as soft and fecl-
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ino as was ever placed in the breast of a woman. I only know her
!}J-"’hm- writings. . . . .

¢t [ have been reading Rousseau’s Eloise.  What a writer! Rous-
seau is the only French author I have ever read, who knows the
way to the heart. . . . .

I would also recommend to you a novel, ¢ Caleb Williams,” by
Godwin.  Shaw, what a melancholy reflection is it that the writers
[ Lhave now mentioned were all deists!  Blest with the powers of

.intelleet and faney. they have not been able to discern the traces of
a God in his Holy Seriptures, and have trodden under foot the only
treasure which deserved pursuit.  The pride of human nature has
been the source of their error.  They could not * become as little
children.”  They could not bear the yoke of Christ, imbibe the
meek and humble spirit of his religion, and rely upon his merits
for pardon and acceptance with God.”

But while earnestly occupied in political speculations, and in
historical and literary pursuits, — thus already manitesting the
varied mental activity which marked him in mature life, — other
characteristic tendencies appeared.  The poetie temperament that
had led him to the beach in Newport and to the willow walk in Cam-
bridge — thrilling his soul with the sense of beauty, with yearnings
to be free from imperfection, and visions of good too great for earth
— was working strongly in him now. On the banks of the James
River, dotted with islets of most brilliant emerald, — under the
shadows of deep groves, where century-old sycamores reared their
tall white trunks like eathedral columns, — among arbors formed
by the gnarled grape-vines which twined their heavy folds over
trees erushed down by their weight, where the bright, polished
leaves of the holly glistened, and the gum and the maple spread
out their various-tinted verdure, and the tulip-tree raised its pyra-
wid of orange-green blossoms to the sun, — he passed hours and
days of delightful wandering, lost in soft dreams and rapturous
visions.  In one letter he says: —

““I wish that you had been with me, Shaw! Arm in arm,
we would have strolled over the fields, and gazed with admira-
tion on the surrounding scenery. A few traces of cultiva-
tion varied the prospect, and all besides was wild and luxuriant.
Nature  still triumphed, — still reposed on her bed of leaves
under the shade of the oak and pine. Our house was delight-
fully situated on the top of a little hill. Before us spread a
valley clothed with corn and tobacco crops. Bevond it rose
two mountains. The passing clouds rested on their summits,
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and one continued forest covered their sides, extending down to
the plain below. . . .

“We would often rest under the vine or the peach-tree, fill our
bosoms with clusters of wild grapes, wipe the down from the
delicious fruit, and slake our thirst at the friendly rivulet which
murmured by our feet. I assure you'l have had a charming time.
I love the country.  As you have but little work to do, you hardly
know what is the meaning of the word holiday. View me, pent up
in a school for eight months, and then let loose in the fields, free
as -the air I Dreathe, and emancipated from the frivolous pune-
tilios and galling forms of society. T snuff up the fresh breezes;
I throw mysclf on the soft bed of grass which Nature has formed
for her favorites; I feel every power within me renewed and
invigorated. . .

“ You told me, some time ago, that you had broken off the habit
of musing. I wish I could say the same. You cannot conceive
how much of my time, especially at this season, is thrown away in
pursuing the phantoms of a disordered imagination. Musing wears
away my body and my mind. I walk without attending to the dis-
tance. Sometimes jov gives me wings, or else, absorbed in melan-
choly, I drag one foot heavily after the other for whole hours
together. I try to read, but I only repeat words, without receiving
an idea from them. Do give me a recipe for euring this disorder.”

Later in life, too, in counselling a young friend, he thus alludes
to his own early huabits : —

¢ Do anything innocent, rather than give yourself up to reverse.
I can speak on this point from experience. At one period of my life
I was a dreamer, castle-builder. Visions of the distant and future
took the place of present duty and activity. I spent hours in reverie.
I suppose I was seduced in part by physieal debility 3 but the body
sufferedd as much as the mind. I found, too, that the imagination
threatened to inflame the passions, and that, if I meant to be vir-
tuous, I must dismiss my musings. The conflict was a hard one.
I resolved, prayed, resisted, sought refuge in occupation, and at
length triumphed. I beg vou to avail yoursell of my experience.

* It is true that every soul has its own warfare to go through,
but still we may help one another. At your age there is often a
great and sudden development of the sensibilities. The imagina-
tion is stirred up by the hope of a vast and undefined good, by
prospects of the uncertain and boundless future, and plunges into
reverie. The present is too narrow for us. We know not what
we want. Sometimes a secret restlessness devours the young, a
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mysterious fever of the spirit. 'We must not wonder at this. Our
nature has mighty energies, and they are given to us, if I may so
say, in a rude state, that we may reduce them to harmony. The
voung mind, when roused to life and power, is at first very much
a chaos. Some at this critical period abandon themselves to
sensual excesses, in hope of seizing that intense good which they
thirst for. Some give themselves up to secret musings, and seck
in unrcal worlds what the actual world cannot give. .Happy the
voung man who at this moment seizes on some views, however faint,
of the true and great end of his being; who is conscious, amidst
his wild thoughts, that he has within himself a power of forming him-
self’ to something pure, noble, divine ; who sympathizes with the
generous, disinterested, heroie; who feels that he must establish
an empire over himself, or be lost. The idea of perfection is of
necessity revealed to us at first very imperfectly ; but if we seize
it with faith in the possibility of realizing it, of rising to something
hicher than we are, and if faith give birth to resolution, then our
vouth, with all its tumults and vehemence, is full of promise.”

And again: —

““ Have you been searching into your own motives, affections,
powers, secret processes? This may be most useful, if we study
ourselves, not from self-idolatry, not under the notion that we de-
serve all our power of thought, but that we may learn our common
mysterious nature, may learn something of all souls, may learn
our end, and may raise our standard of judgment and action. DBut
perhaps you have been employed with yourself in the sense of med-
itating anxiously and jealously on your defects, or of fashioning in
reveric your own future lot. These are both bad occupations. I
wasted a good deal of my early life in reverie, and broke the habit
ouly by painful self-conflict. I felt that my powers were running
wild, and my religious principles were infinitely important to me in
giving me the victory. The best escape from this habit is found
in interesting occupation, of -an earnest, absorbing nature, and an
innocent, cheering society. I have suffered, too, from a painful
sense of defeets ; but, on the whole, have been too wise to waste in
idle lamentations of deficiencies the energy which should be used
in removing them.”

And, finally, his romantic enthusiasm is thus laid fully bare, in a
confession to his friend Shaw : —

““ My pEar FeLrow, — I sit down to write you, to disburden a
full heart, and cheer a heavy hour. It is spring-time, and a uni-
versal languor has seized on me. Not long ago, I was an eagle.
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I had built my nest among the stars, and I soared in regions of
unclouded ether.  But I fell from heaven, and the spirit which onee
animated me has fled. I have lost every energy of soul, and the
only relic of your friend is a sickly imagination, a fevered sensi-
bility. I cannot study. I walk and muse till I can walk no longer.
I sit down with Goldsmith or Rogers in my hand, and shed tears
—at what? At fictitious misery ; at tales of imaginary woe.

““ My whole life has been a struggle with my feelings,  Last

winter I thought myself victorious. Dut carth-horn Antiens has
risen stronger than ever, I repeat it, my whole life has been a
strugele with my feelings.  Ask those withh whom I have lived. and
they will tell you that I am a stoic. I abmost thought so mysclf.
But I only smothered a fire which will one day consume me. I sigh
for tranquil happiness. I have long wished that my days might
flow along like a gentle stream, which fertilizes its hanks and
reflects in its clear surface the face of heaven. But I can only wish
it. I still continue sanguine, ardent, and inconstant. I can re-
.member the days when I gloried in the moments of rapture, when
I loved to shroud myself 1in the gloom of melancholy. You may
remember them too. But I have grown wiser, as I have grown
older. I now wish to do good in the world. I love a divine,
says the good I¢nelon, * who preaches to save men’s souls, and not
to show himself” 1 perfectly agree with Fénelon; and to make
such a divine as he loves, I must throw away those ridiculous
ecstasies, and form myself to habits of picty and benevolence,
One of the reasons why I dislike the vapture and depressions of
spirit which we used to encourage at college is probably this, —
1 find none to share them with me.

** The other day, I handed to a lady a sonnet of Southey’s, which
had wrung tears fromn me. ‘It is pretty,” said she, with a smile.
‘Pretty !’ echoed I. as I looked at her; ¢ pretty!” I went home.
As I grew composed, I could not help reflecting that the lady who
had made this answer was universally esteemed for her benevo-
lence. I knew that she was goodness itself.  But still she wanted
feeling. ¢ And what is feeling?’ said I to myself. I Dlushed when
I thought more on the subject. I found that the mind was just as
passive in that state which I called ¢ feeling,” as when it received
any impressions of sense.  One consequence immediately struck me,
that there was no moral merit in possessing feeling.  Of course there
can be no crime in wanting it. ¢ Well,” continued I, ¢ I have just
been treating with contempt a woman of active benevolence, for not
possessing what I must own it is no crime to want. Is this just?’
I then went on to consider whether there were not many persons
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who pﬂssessed this boasted fecling, but who were still deficient in
active benevolence. A thousand instances occurred to me. I found
myself among the number. * It is true,” said I, * that I sit in my
study and shed tears over human misery. I weep over a novel.
| wér}.p over a tale of human woe. DBut do I ever relieve the dis-
tressed?  Ilave [ever lightened the load of affliction?’ My cheeks
reddened at the question ; a cloud of error burst from my mind., I
found that virtue did not consist in feeling, but in «cting from a
sense of duty.”

Myr. Channing's poetic temperament was chiefly manifested, how-
ever, in the lofty hopes which it inspired for a state of ideal virtue
in individuals and humanity, for ** a more ample greatness and ex-
act goodness, the world being inferior to the soul.,” In answer to
one of his fervent outpourings upon these themes, his friend Walter
writes to him: *¢I have read vour letter over and over again,
and should not deserve to live, were I not delighted with the beau-
tiful enthusiasm and benevolent wishes breathed in every word.
They are monuments of your goodness and benevolence to me more
valuable than those of brass and marble.  Bat, my dear Channing,
is not your theory incompatible with the experience of ages?”  And
in reply to yet another letter, his brother Francis sayvs: ¢ You
know nothing of yourself.  You talk of your apathy and stoicism,
when yvou are the baby of your emotions, and dandled by them
without any chance of being weaned.  What shall I expect?  Noth-
ing, certainly, but what is amiable and hnmane : but virtue in dis-
traction may be as idle and useless. though soaring and sublime, as
a lunatic.”  Friends on all sides, indeed, evidently thought him the
prey ol fevered imagination, and to one of their appeals to be more
calm and prudent, he thus replies : —

“1 will throw together a few observations on the subject, in as
short ‘a compass as possible, and without the least mixture of ro-
mance or enthusiasm. I do not mean to challenge you into the
lists of argmment. I do not fight for victory. I only wish to con-
vince you that I am not so wild in my views, or so erroneous in my
sentiments, as your letter represents me.

** You begin with observing, that * the will of Heaven to man is
declared in the situation in which he is placed, and in the cireums-
stances of his life”; and you afterwards say, that * every one is a
Howard who like him applies his penny or his pound.” I cannot
assent to this in its full extent.  You evidently go upon the suppo-
sition that the circumstances of our lives are decided by Ieaven.
I believe they are decided by ourselves: Man is the artificer of Lis
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own fortune. By exertion he can enlarge the sphere of his useful-
ness. By activity he can *multiply himsclf.” It is mind which
gives him an ascendant in society. It is mind which extends his
power and ability ; and it depends on himself to call forth the en-
ergies of mind, to strengthen intellect, and form benevolence into
a habit of the soul. The consequence which I deduce from these
principles is this, — that Heaven has not, by placing me in partic-
ular cireumstances, assigned me a determinate sphere of usefulness,
(which seems to be your opinion,) but that it is in my power, aund
of course that it is my duty, to widen the circle, and * throw my
beams” still farther ¢ into the night of adversity.” This, Francis, is
the leading idea which runs throngh my letter, and will you call 1t
extravagance ?

“* It is not enough that you do good in proportion to your power,
when you have criminally neglected to enlarge this power.  Will
vou call the idle man *a Howard,” who indeed shares his loaf of
bread with a brother begear, but who, by industry, might have pro-
cured the means of making thousands happy? You understand
me. I may have written a thousand extravagances to you which
I have forgotten. DBut the great and striking prinéiplf:s which I ad-
vanced I have unfolded above, and they still appear to my sober
reason as principles founded on immutable truth. You tell me I
am only a candle. Perhaps I am less, —a farthing rushlight, a
glowworm on a humble shrub. You say T am discontented at not
being the sun.  No such thing! Discontent is no trait in my char-
acter.  (iive me but the consciousness that I have done all I could
and ought to do, and you pluck out every thorn from my bosom. I
wish I could return your compliment, and say you were a candle.
I wish T could point to a man of my acquaintance and say so. Pli-
losophers tell us that a candle fills with light a sphere of four miles’
diameter.  Send me the dimensions of your sphere.  Mine is fifteen
feet by ten.  Is it not shameful! Ambition has waved her flaming
torch over nations, and set the world in a blaze. Avarice has
penctrated earth itself, and with a steadier and more stinted light
illumined the sunless mine.  But show me humanity, with even one
lonely candle in her hand, throwing a few beams into the night ¢ of
adversity.” bringing to light the hidden treasures of neglected in-
tellect, &e., &c. I dare go no farther, lest you should begin to
compliment me about enthusiasm.”

The form which his ardent philanthropy assumed was the one
which must always cheer the truly noble and heroic. and which
then presented itself in such glowing hues to many minds in France,
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Germany, and England, — the vision of a perfect soctety. ** Rocrates
and Plato,” writes his brother, ** were schoolmasters Pythagoras
wont farther, and formed a society of virtuous disciples, —a soci-
ctv wonderful, because unparalleled. It was, however, confined
to but a part of Italy. DMy brother advances with noble ardor
to a vaster enterprise.  The world is to be his Academy, and all
mankind his pupils. To make all men happy, by making all vir-
tuous, is his glorious project. I adore it, thou moral Archimedes !
but where wilt thou stand to move the mental world?  Whither has
enthusiasm hurried you?"” &e.  So, also, his friend Walter writes :
“Will you make yourself miserable because you cannot reach
the rainbow from the hill?  In heaven, Channing, vou will find the
scope you seck for progression in virtue; but here the mind par-
takes of the clay which encloses it,” &e.
Ilis views may be best learned from the following letter : —

¢ ] have of late, my friend, launched boldly into speculations on
the possible condition of mankind in the progress of their improve-
ment. 1 find aearice the great bar to all my schemes, and I do not
hesitate to assert that the human race will never be happier than at
present till the establishment of a community of property.

[ derive my sentiments from the nature of man. What is man?
for what was he born? To vegetate, to draw nutrition from the
earth, and then wither away forgotten and unknown? O, no! he
bears a spark of divinity in his bosom, and it is Promethean fire
which animates his clay.  Look at the human mind. See it burst-
ing forth, spreading itself through infinite space. by its power of
receiving ideas from external objects concentrating immensity in a
point, and by its powers of retrospect and anticipation concentrat-
ing eternity in a moment. Need I mention his faculty of moral
discernment, or his creative imagination? Now, Shaw, I would
aslk you, in what does the perfection of man consist: which part of
his nature requires most care; from what source is his most ra-
tivnal and permanent happiness derived? The answer yvou wust
muke is, *The mind.” 1In proportion as his mind is improved in
science and virtue, in that degree is he happy.

** Now, my friend, let me ask you to look on the world and to
show me the man who is engaged in this improvement. All is
hurry, all is business. But why this tumult? To pamper the
seuses and load the body with idle trappings.  Show me the man
who ever toiled for wealth to relieve misery, and unrivet the chains
of oppression. Show me the man who ever imported virtue from
the Indies, or became a better Christian by increasing his hoard.
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Are not the mines of science forsaken for those of Potosi? Does
not the pursuit of wealth damp our feelings, freeze up the tears of
benevolence, check the flight of genius, and excite in our bosom
distrust and suspicion towards our brethren of the human race?
Does it not render mankind venal and mercenary? Yes; give me
gold enough and I will buy up the souls of our whole species, I
do not except myself. I love money. 1 have my price. And
what is gold? Perishing earth and dust. What does it procure?
Meat, drink, and clothing. Now, Shaw, since the body is so infe-
rior to the mind, do you think that more attention should be paid
to feeding and clothing it than is absolutely necessary? No. s
not this speculative opinion supported by fact? Do not nature and
experience deelare to us, that the more temperate we are, the health-
ier and happicr we are? The wants of the body, then, are few,
and the labor of mankind is misapplied. This conclusion is faicly
drawn from the premises.

** But here vou will ery out, ¢ All this is thecoretic nonsense.
Man is sellish. He will always strive to gratify his senses; and if
gold will procure these gratifications, he will always pursue it.
Stop, my friend; T grant that man s selfish.  DBut ought he to he
so?  Was man framed for himself, or for his fellow-men? On this
point of morality I know we shall agree; and you will think as I
do, that if we can substitute benevolence for selfishness, we shall
add to the sum of human virtue and happiness.  Again, ought man
to provide most for his body or his mind? Ilere, too, we shall
agree : — and no doulit you wish to see a love of science take the
place of a love of money in the human breast. Now I think that
these changes can be effected in the sentiments and feelings of
mankind. How? DBy education. Do you wonder, Shaw, that vou
see so many selfish and avaricious wretches on carth, when vou
behold every mother, as she holds her child on her knee, instilling
the maxims of worldly prudence into his tender bosom? Ilow is it
that vou and L. in the midst of this infection, still glow with beneyv-
olence to mankind, and derive such high joys from the cultivation
of our minds? Is not this an earnest of what would happen uni-
versally, were the world to unite in instilling these noble principles
into the rising generation? Judge from your own feelings. whether
the principle of benevolence, sympathy. or humanity is not so
strongly {mpressed on the heart by God himself, that, with proper care,
it might become the principle of action. Judge from your own
feelings, whether the love of science is not founded upon so natural
a sentiment — I mean curiosity — that, with the same ecare, it
would pervade every bosom. I declare to you that I believe these
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iddeas to be incontrovertible. Do you not glow at the prospect?
Behold the rising virtnes attended by truth and wisdom, — peace
with her olive-branch. compassion with her halm O my friend!
I can go no farther. 1 feel a noble enthusiasin spreading through
my frame; every nerve is strung, every muscle is laboring ; my
}lr;ﬂl}lll pants with a great. half-conceived, and indeseribable sen-
timent ; 1 seem inspired with a snrrounding deity.

st But stop,” I hear you say, *you are too impetuous. ITow
will yon lead mankind to educate their children in this way?’  Av,
there is the rub; there lies the difliculty. It is only by implanting
henevolence and love of science in the mind of the parent, and root-
ing out Ais avarice and selfishness, that we can hope to see the
child edueated as we wish.  * But how can this be eflfected? Do
vou mean to war with nature?’ Noj I am convinced that virtue
and benevolence are ratural to man. I believe that selfishness and
avarice have arisen from two ideas universally inculeated on the
voung and practised npon by the old, — (1.) that every individual has
it distinet interest to pursue from the interest of the community ; and
(2.) that the body requires more care than the mind.

“I believe these ideas to be false; and I Dbelieve that you can
never banish them till you persunade mankind to cease to act upon
them ; that is, till you can persuade them (1.) to destroy all dis-
tinctions of property (which you are sensible must perpetuate this
supposed distinetion of interest), and to throw the produce of their
Inbor into one common stock, instead of hoarding it up in their own
aarners s and (2.) to become really conscious of the powers and
the dignity of their mind.  You must convince mankind that they
themselves, and all which they possess, are but parts of a great
whole ; that they are bound by God, their common Father, to labor
for the good of this great whole ; that their wants are but few, and
can casily be supplied 5 that mind, mind requires all their care ; and
that the dignity of their nature and the happiness of others require
them to improve this mind in science and virtue.  Believe me, my
friend, you can never root out selfishness and avarice till you de-
stroy the idea that private interest is distinct from the public.  You
miust lead every man to propose to himself, in all his actions, the
good of the whole for his object. e must plough and till the
carth, that all may eat of the produce of his labor. Mine and thine
must be disearded from his voeabulary. He should call every-
thing ours.  Ilere would be no robbery, for a man could steal noth-
ing but his own. No man would be idle where such sentiments and
such examples prevailed; and where there was no luxury to ener-
vate him, everyman would have leisure to cultivate the mind. We

5]
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should sleep securely; we should live long and happily; and
perhaps, like old Enoch, when the time came, be translated to
heaven.

“ You will tell me that this is all chimera, that if we could indeed
convert one generation, it would be very easy to perpetuate this
order of things by education, through those that followed ;: hut how
shall we convert this generation? Shaw! do you sit still and ask
this question? Rise, rise! It is the voice of benevolence. Do
vou not feel new energies at the sound? Why despair of success?
Are not you yourself ready to devote every moment of existence
and every drop of yvour blood to the service of mankind? And are
you and I the endy virtuous ones upon earth? No! Thousands
are ready to join hands with us. Truth is omnipotent. She must
prevail.  Are not benevolence and thirst for knowledge so natural
to our race, that, by cherishing them in youth, when the mind is
unwarped, we can form them into principles of action? Is there a
man so hard of heart that you cannot find in him some string to
vibrate to the touch of humanitv? Why despair, then? You pro-
fess to believe in the Christian religion. Does not Christianity
favor such a scheme? I believe it will be hard to reconcile Chris-

ian humility, charity, and contempt of riches with the present
establishment of human affairs. Read Soame Jenyns. His argu-
ments cannot be disproved.

** Rouse, then! Consider how you may best serve mankind.
Lend this letter to Walter. ¢ We few, we happy few, we band of
brothers,” will unite our exertions in the cause of virtue and science.
We will beat down with the irresistible engines of truth those strong
ramparts consolidated by time, within which avarice, ignorance,
and sclfishmess have intrenched themselves. We will plant the
standards of’ virtue and science on the ruins, and lay the founda-
tion of a fair fabric of human happiness to endure as long as time,
and to acquire new grace and lustre with the lapse of ages.

“* My dear Shaw, I fear you will say I am crazy. No, no, —

‘ My pulse, as vours, doth temperately keep time,
And makes as healthful music.’

Then you will tell me 1 am one of the Illuminati. Upon my honor,
I never did receive any letter or letters from Weishaupt® in my life.
These sentiments have arisen altogether from my detestation of
avarice and sellishness.

““ You will sce, through the whole of this letter, an ardent desire

1 Professor at the Bavarian Institute of Ingolstadt, and founder of the Order
of the Illuminati, 1776.
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to serve mankind. This is the reigning wish of my heart. Do try
to think of some means in which we can unite our efforts for so

doesirable an end.”

What particular plan had taken shape in Lis mind does not
appear distinetly, though, from his papers, it is probable that he
thought of" joining himself, as minister, to a settlement of Scotch
cmigrants, whose fundamental principle was common property.
Friends speak laughingly of his ** great scheme ” ; and Walter pro-
poses, in a vein of mock earnestness, to carry out the * imaginary
republie of Coleridge and Southey, and a community of goods, in
the backwoods, or, better far, in some South Sea island.”  Ile then
goes on to expose what appear to him the peculiar dangers and
temptations of ** community,” and ends thus : —

*“ Indeed, Channing, your sentiments are too extravagant. No
doubt man would be happier if he were better. But the difficulty
is to make him better. I do not know that this ean be done. You
say it is possible; but I can hardly believe. I fear that the Ger-
man Weishaupt has been tampering with yon. IHowever, Le never
attacked younr reason and judgment, but only warmed your imagi-
nation, by showing vou, in distant perspective, beautiful scenes of
men and women and children, sitting under oak-trees, cating
acorns and drinking water. 1 suppose, in conformity with his
wishes, you are studying German in order to be able to comprehend
the mysteries of the institution, which are so sublime that the Eng-
lish language sinks under their weight.  Jacobinism is closely con-
nected with their system, is it not? and this is the reason why you
tell me high things of the Democratic Virginians?”

His grandfather Ellery, too, in his plain, straightforward fashion,
opens his mind to his young relative thus : —

“* Godwin’s ¢ Political Justice * is after the manner of the French
philosophers. T am not acquainted with his moral character: but
I despise Freneh philosophists.  Their system goes to the destruc-
tion of all government and all morality. I wish the poorer sort of
the Godwinites and Jacobinites would push home upon their rich
leaders in the doetrines of perfectibility and equalization, the neces-
sity of a community of goods, in order 1o a consistency of conduct
with principle. This would make a division among them; for I
believe T may con fidently say, that there is not a rich man of those
principles who would share his property with the poor of the pre-
tended fraternity. He might perhaps say, ¢ Be ye warmed, be ye
clothed’; but he would not give a cent, unless for the purpose of
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clections, or to carry some other favorite point. The principles
referred to arve deistical ; and while men are absorbed in luxury,
and entertain such high notions of human nature in general, and of
themselves in particular, they will not listen with attention to the
sclf-denying doctrines of the Gospel, nor submit to that subordi-
nation which is essential to order and happiness, but will oppose
themselves even to the government of Jehovah., To stand firm in
the midst of such characters requires a great degree of religious
fortitucde ; but I trust persecution is not necessary to preserve your
integrity, or enkindle your zeal. The rock on which the true church
of Christ is built is not to be overturned by violence or by under-
mining.”

These most kindly meaning, but over-cautious friends little
knew the depth of that living well of humanity which, first opening
in young Channing’s mind while reading Ilutcheson in college, was
thenceforth to pour abroad an exhaustless river. The current
might be diverted, but nothing could seal the fountain. Their
advice influenced his judgment, but it did not make him for an
instant untrue to the law of his own character. The project pres-
ent to his mind, whatever it may have been, was laid aside; but
the large philanthropy which prompted it was only purified by the
sacrifice. No fears suggested by other minds daunted his own
indomitable trust. Then, and forever,

“ white-handed Hope,
The hovering angel girt with golden wings,”

cheered him and led him on.

It would be interesting, however, to know how far this experience,
that enthusiasm impelled him to plans which those whom he rever-
enced and loved thought extravagant, was instrumental in develop-
ing the deliberateness which was so conspicuous a trait in maturer
life.  And some may question whether he and the world gained
more or lost by the vigilant purpose, then probably awakened, to
avoid the least mistake, Were there not latent energies in him
which never germinated, rich impulses which never bloomed and
bore seeds for chance winds to scatter? Does not the Infinite Dis-
poser balance the deficiencies of one class of characters by the
excesses of anotlier, and thus produce harmony by the counterpoise
of contrasted encrgies? Can any created being approximate nearer
to the right than by never compromising and never postponing, but
always obeying. the highest impulse? On the other hand, most of
those who knew Dr. Channing well would probably say that his
crowning grace was the calm patience with which he refrained from



1798-1800.] STUDIES IN DIVINITY. 69

acting, until he was free to do so without a discord in any tone of
fecling. He often declared that, if there was anything of worth in
his life and influence, he owed it to the fidelity with which he had
listened to every objection that was presented by the suggestion of
his own or other minds to what he wished to believe or to do. He
thought, too, that in younger days his impetuous nature had led
lim into error; and though he found it a havd trial to resist the fer-
veney of his temperament, he was yet firinly resolved never ** tothe
lmsszrsse{l." but, under all events, to ** possess his soul in peace.”

But while Mr. Channing’s interests were thus broad, his feelings
were constantly eoncentrating more and morve upon religion, and a
preparation for the ministry. And to his friend Shaw he thus
wriles : —

T am studying divinity harder than ever. Thanks to God who
made me, I have chosen the only profession which could make me
happy. By studying the Scriptures themselves, I am trying to
discover the will of God, and the uncorrupted doctrines which our
Saviour tanght. I am certain that I am impartial ; and the honest
mind is in little danger of going wrong.

¢+ T once called myself a Christian. But till lately I knew not the
meaning of the word. I entreat you, Shaw, not to absorb yourself
so much in political pursuits as to lose sight of the most important
of all your concerns.  The distinguishing duties of our holy religion
are humility, purity of heart, forgiveness of our worst enemiies,
forbearance under the heaviest injuries, detachment from the pleas-
ures and pursuits of this world, and supreme affection to Deity.
As charity is among the first of Christian virtues, Christianity
necessarily requires of us an active life. It requires us to mingle
with our fellow-men, and exert ourselves in promoting human hap-
pimess. By ¢ detachment from the world,’ then, I do not mean mo-
nastic retirement.  You cannot do too much good in the world.

““ It is impossible for any one to be a Christian, unless he be-
lieves that the end of this life is to prepare for heaven, and lLends
Lis affections, his hopes, and his thoughts to this all-important end.
Is your heart pure? ¢ Blessed are the pure in hieart, for they shall
see God.”  Ave vou hamble? By which I mean, have vou such a
sense of your unworthiness in the sight of God that you are willing
to receive with an honest heart the truths which his Son taught, to
give yourself up like a little child to be formed and guided by Lim,
and to receive salvation, not as due to your own merits, but as a
free and undeserved gift of God through Jesus Christ?  + Whoso-
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ever shall not humble himself as this little child, shall not enter the
kingdom of God." *Resist not evil.” Here is a duty too sublime
almost for our performance. We can hardly reach to so divine a
height as to imitate our Maker in doing good to the unjust, as well
as just. DMany Christians try to explain away this duty, and infi-
dels langh at it. But still it is in the Bible, and it ought strictly
to be adhered to. What is the end of human existence? To pre-
pare for heaven. How can we obtain heaven? By cultivating lore
to God and love to man. These are the great roots from which grow
all the duties I have recommended. Now charity must govern us
in all our conduet with mankind. Christ has expressly declared that
this is a necessary qualification for one of his followers. . . . . 1
assure you, I was struck with the sublime precepts of Christianity,
when I began the study of the Bible. 1 was struck, too, with ob-
serving how far I had deviated from them. I found that I had not
a pure. an humble, a pious, or a charitable heart. I saw how
Christian charity differed from what I used to call benevolence.
Everything was new to me.

“You may see from my letters the warmth with which I have
embraced the Christian cause. Would to God that I could resign
every worldly prospect, and bend my whole soul to improvement
in religion and the diffusion of the truths of the Gospel. O Shaw!
it cuts me to the heart to see the contempt and irreverence with
which the name and the worship of the * Majesty of Heaven’ are
treated by the generality of mankind. Do we not offer a new cup
of gall to our crucitied Saviour? Are we not as inhuman as the
Jews? Do we not plat, like them, a crown of thorns for the head
of our Redeemer? They despised him, and we are ashamed to
acknowledge him.” ]

From his own accounts, he was at this period much engaged in
a patient, and, according to his means, a thorongh review of the
evidences of Christianity, being stimulated no doubt by the open
avowals of infidelity among the intelligent men of Virginia. This
examination led him, after long struggles and painful perplexities,
to an unfaltering faith in the providential mission and miraculous
character of Jesus Christ. It was under the impulse of this deepencd
reverence for reyelation, that he began the serious. study of the
Scriptures, even writing out for himself quite a voluminous com-
mentary upon the New Testament, which he afterward destroyed.
He sought, too, the advice of religious friends; and we find him
thus describing his pursuits and spiritual condition in a letter to the
Rev. Joseph MeKean, then lately settled at-Milton, Massachusctts.



1708-1800.] RELIGIOUS ZEAL. 1

¢ Dear Sir, — I applied to our common friend and brother,
Francis, a few weeks ago, to desire him to procure for me a veligious
correspondent. I told him that I could not find in Virginia one
yvoung man to whom I could express my sentiments on religious
subjeets, or to whose bosom I could confide those feelings which the
study of the Scriptures inspired in my own. I told him that I
wanted a friend to whom I could propose the dilliculties which
I found in the Bible,—a friend who had devoted his life to
the service of his God, to whom I could open my whole heart,
and talk with the familiarity of a brother. In a late letter, he
tells me that you were pleased with the idea of such a corre-
spondence,

I began the study of divinity with attending to the evidences of
Christianity. I examined them with caution, and I think without
prejudice ; and I amn convinced that this religion is truly divine. [
have now undertaken to acquaint myself with the doctrines of this
religion ; and to do this T have not applied to any commentators, or
to any authors except the apostles themselves. My object is to
discover the truth. I wish to know what Christ taught, not what
men have made him teach. I well knew that, if I began with read-
ing polemical divinity, there were ten chances to one that I should
embrace the system of the first author which I studied, whether
right or wrong. I was certain that, as Christ came to save the
world, every truth essential to salvation must be plainly unfolded in
the Neriptures. I had also observed that many ministers, instead
of guiding their flocks to the gates of heaven, had become so en-
tangled in controversy as to neglect their most solemn charge, the
saving of men’s souls. These are the reasons which have induced
me to apply to the Bible, — that only source of divine knowledge, —
and to the Bible alone. The advantages I have derived from such
4 course scem to prove the propriety of it. I might have found the
same truths in other authors, but they could never have made so
forcible an impresqion on my mind. I have been active in acquir-
ing, not passive in receiving, the great precepts and doctrines of
Christianity, and the stre: 1gth of my conviction is proportioned
to the labor 1 have bestowed. My lLeart, too, has been aflected,
as well as my mind enlightened. I have learned to view every-
thing, as it were, through the medium of Secripture, to judge of
actions by the standard of' Seripture morality, and to estimate the
importance of present wants by their influence on the happiness of
another state.  Such is the plan which I follow, and such are the
cffeets which T ascribe to it. I would thank you for your opinion
on the propriety of it.”
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He then goes on to state some critical difficulties which he says
have struck him, and closes as follows : —

“They do not affect any of the great doctrines of Christianity.,
But, as they are parts of the Bible, 1 wish to understand them, and
as they are apparent contradictions, they affect the eredibility of the
history.”

Mr. Channing was at this time examining also the speculative
doctrines of the various sects ; and he apparvently pursued this work
with something of the blended freedom and ecaution of his later
vears, for we find that he was charged by correspondents both with
over-orthodoxy and heresy.  One friend writes to him: ¢ For iy
part, I must dispense with your sermon, as our tenets, I conjecture,
do not coincide. You will look quite sober when I tell you that I
am a * Price-ite,” and believe, with him, an honest mind to he the
onc thing needful. T am quite a heretie; I know, on your system,
but hope it is not eriminal, as I am Christian enough to hold fast to
every principle necessary to picty and to virtue.” DBut from the
opposite side a correspondent appeals to him thus: ** From an
observation in one of your late letters, expressive of a doubt of the
vicarious character of Christ, I am induced to think that youn have
not rcad Dutler with that attention he deserves. 1 think he has
proved that, if we are convinced by historical evidence of the truth
of revelation, we are not to doubt of its deetrines beeanse wondertul
or mysterious.  The argnments on the proposition are worthy, per-
haps, of another attentive perusal. I am not singular in allowing
them to be irrefragable. As a friend to trath, I shall with pleasure
peruse your reply, and as candidly give to every ohjection its due
weight. I must, however, request you not to unfold them in your
letters, which are generally shown to , as they may give unrea-
sonable and painful alarms. You know the prejudices of education,
and that to the last generation one step from orthodoxy is a devia-
tion into heresy.” His liberality was probably quickened by the
variety of opinions which he found prevailing round him, and by the
catholic spirit that pervaded Richmond. But although he found
advantage in thus looking upon all sides of dogmatic questions, yet
his inward struggles were greatly multiplied, and his mental loneli-
ness became almost intolerable, as appears from the following ex-
tracts from letters.

¢« Would, Shaw, that you were here. I want a friend; but I can
nowhere find.one. My social feelings are as strong as ever. But
I cannot often gratify them. T am sick of the unmeaning conver-
sation of fashionable circles. By society, I mean the communion of
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souls. But where is this to be found? ITow I long to lean upon
‘your arm, as I walk through the woods! But away with gloom.
: I cannot but thank you for your kind attentions, which from
any one else would be burdensome to me. But knowing the good-
ness of your hearty, and that you receive more happiness in con-
ferring than I can in receiving your favors, I banish the painful idea
from my mind that T am troublesome to you, and enjoy without
alloy all the pleasures which your friendship provides for me.

L " - "

“If vou can indeed find leisure, write, I beg of you. I would
empty my light purse (for light it is) every day of the week, if
money could purchase such letters as I have to-night received.
Do not construe anything I have said into an indifference about
hearing from you. T wish you could see the rapture beam in my
dull eyes as I open your packages ; you would want no other proof
of my cagerness to correspond with you.”

There was at that time but one church in Richmond, though ser-
vices were held also in the Iall of Burgesses, where an Episcopalian
aid a Presbyterian alternately officiated ; and interest in religion
gencrally was slight.  Mr. Channing was driven to rely, therefore,
very much upon himself in determining his views, and finding nutri-
ment for devoutness and love. Ilis trials and struggles he thus
makes known to his uncle : —

“ Would to God that I could return a favorable answer to your
question respecting rveligion! Christianity is here breathing its
last. I cannot find a friend with whom I can even converse on
religions subjeets. I am obliged to confine my feelings to my own
hosom.  Iow often, when I have walked out into the country,
have I looked for a companion to whom I could address the lan-
auage of praise and adoration which was trembling on my lips, and
which the surrounding scenes of nature had excited! But in vain.
I fear that they read the volume of nature without once thinking of
its Author. The Bible is wholly neglected. That treasure of wis-
dom and comfort is trodden under foot. The wonders of redeeming
!u\'u excite no sentiments of gratitude. The glad tidings of a Sav-
ur are heard without joy. Infidelity is very general among the
higher classes : and they who do not reject Christianity can hardly
be said to believe, as they never examine the foundations on which
it rests. In fine, religion is in a deplorable state. Many of the
people have wondered how I could embrace such an unprofitable
profession as the ministry. Alas! they know not the riches
which God has promised to those who serve him. You may fear,
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my uncle, lest I have fallen a prey to the contagion of example.
Thanks to God! I have maintained my ground. The streams of
dissipation have flowed by me, and I have not felt a wish to taste
them.

¢+ T will go farther, Sir. I believe that I never experienced that
change of heart which is necessary to comstitute a Christian till
within a few months past. The worldling would laugh at me; he
would call conversion a farce. But the man who has felt the in-
fluences of the Holy Spirit ean oppose fact and experience to
empty declaration and contemptuous sneers. You remember the
language of the blind man whom Jesus healed, — ¢ This I know,
that whereas I was blind, now I see.” Such is the language which
the real Christian may truly utter. Once, and not long ago, I was
blind, blind to my own condition, blind to the goodness of God,
and blind to the love of my Redeemer. Now I hehold with shame
and confusion the depravity and rottenness of my heart. Now I
behold with love and admiration the long-suffering and infinite
benevolence of Deity.

¢ All my sentiments and affections have lately changed. T once
considered mere moral attainments as the only object I had to
pursue. I have now solemnly given myself up to God. I con-
sider supreme love to him as the first of all duties, and morality
scems but a branch from the vigorous root of religion. 1 love
mankind because they are the children of God. I practise tem-
perance, and strive for purity of heart, that I may become a temple
for his Holy Spirit "to dwell in. I long, most carnestly long, to
be such a minister as Fénelon describes. Religion is the only
treasure worth pursuing. I consider the man who recommends it
to society as more useful than the greatest statesmnan and patriot
who adorns the page of history. What liberty so valuable as
liberty of heart, — freedom from sin?”

In this letter, it will be observed, Mr. Channing says, ** I have
now solemnly given myself up to God™; and among his papers
is found his act of self-consecration. One reads the time-stained
writing with reverent tenderness, as he would take from a erypt
a sacred relic; but it is of too personal a character to publish. It
is chiefly remarkable for the sincerity with which its writer lays
bare the morbid action of his soul, and for the care with which he
seeks to guard against renewed failure in every possible emergency,
and to mnap out clearly the path of duty in all relations. This
paper marks the transition-point in the development of his charaeter.
Henceforth there will be less impetuosity, more steadfastness, less
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bold enthusiasm, more forethought, vigilance, and patient hope.
An on-looker may be inclined to mourn that counscientiousness so
strictly rules an originally buoyant genius; but he will see, too,
with what beautiful radiance, love, constantly brightening like a
central sun, throws peace and joy upon balanced powers, moving
in cven orbits. The thought, also, will present itself, had this
nohle heart but reached maturity in an age when a faith serene as
that of his later life was filling society around him like a genial
atmosphere, then how would sach an era of earnest piety have
expanded every faculty, as the sunbeams open flowers! Dut these
confessions, shadowed as they are by the gloomy theology which
at that period overspread all minds, still prove how sovereign was
rectitude in this man’s moral nature, and how comprehensive and
minute was its sway. There was no trait, through the whole of
after life, so characteristic as the unsleeping oversight of his
consgience,

Particular phrases, and indeed the whole tone of the papers
which thus open to us the seeret chambers of the writer's spirit,
show that the views which he then held of his own inward con-
dition, and of his nced of a renewed life, were such as are com-
monly called ¢ serious.” It will be seen that he even uses the
almost technical expressions, ** change of heart,” and ** conver-
sion.”  In regard to these expressions, however, and others also
in the preceding letter, it is but right to add that he frequently
asserted, without reservation, that he was never either a Trinitarian
or a Calvinist; and once, at a later period of life, when asked by
a most estimable Orthodox aequaintance, ** whether he had not
at some time expericnced conversion,” he answered, ** I should
say not, unless the whole of my life may be called, as it truly has
been, a process of conversion” ; to which this quaint rejoinder was
made : *¢Then, friend Channing, vou were born regenerate, for
you certainly are now a child of God.”

Of this important era in his life, Dr. Channing, as late as 1842,
thus wrote to a friend : ! —

*Your account of Richmond was very interesting. You little
suspected how many remembrances your letter was to awaken in
me. 1 spent a year and a half there, and perhaps the most event-
ful of my life. I lived alone, too poor to buy books, spending my
days and nights in an outbuilding, with no one beneath my roof
except during the hours of school-keeping. There I toiled as I
have never done since, for gradually my constitution sank under

! Hugucnots in America. By Mrs. George Lee. Appendix, p. 282.
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the unremitting exertion. With not a human being to whom I
could communicate my deepest thoughts and feelings, and shrink-
ing from common society, I passed through intellectual and moral
conflicts, through excitements of heart and mind, so absorbing
as often to banish sleep, and to destroy almost whoily the power
of digestion. I was worn well-nigh to a skeleton. Yet 1 look
back on those days and nights of loneliness and frequent gloom
with thankfulness. If I ever struggled with my whole soul for
purity, truth, and goodness, it was there. There, amidst sore
trials, the great question, I trust, was settled within me, whether I
would obey the lugher or lower principles of my nature, — whether
I would Le the victim of passion, the world, or the free child and
servant of God. It is an interesting recollection, that this great
conflict was going on within me, and that my mind was then re-
ceiving its impulse towards the perfect, without a thought or sus-
picion of one person around me as to what I was e.iperiencing.
And is not this the case continually? The greatest work on earth
is going on near us, perhaps under our roof, and we know it not.
In a licentious, intemperate city, one spirit, at least, was preparing,
in silence and loneliness, to toil, not wholly in vain, for truth and
holiness.”

He returned to Newport in July of the year 1800. The vessel
in which he sailed was a sloop engaged in transporting coal. It
was in a most wretched condition, being leaky and damp, and
worse manned, for the captain and crew were drunken. They ran
upon a shoal, and lay there till fortunatcly lifted off by the next
tide. He was very ill and much exposed. And his friends were
shocked, on his arrival, to find the vigorous, healthy young man,
who had left them eighteen months before, changed to a thin and
pallid invalid. His days of health were gone, and henceforth he
was to experience in the constantly depressed tone of a most deli-
cate organization the severest trial of his life.

Cruapter V. — STUDIES AND SETTLEMENT.
JET. 20-23. 1800-1803.

At Newport, in the bosom of his family, Mr. Channing now re-
mained for a year and a half, devoted to the pursuit of his theo-
logical studies, and having under his charge the son of his Virginia
friend, Mr. Randolph, and his own youngest brother, whom he was
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preparing for college. It was as deep delight to him to be at h-::-n:m,
as it was to his mother, sisters, and brothers to have him with
them.  Francis had been compelled to return to Cambridge, where
he was established as a lawyer.  William thus became the head of
the houschold ; and it was in this situation that his lovely domestic
character began fully to display itself. The mantle of his father's
sweetness fell upon him.  When troubles and anxicties grew too
strong [or his mother to bear with equanimity, he would pass his
arm around her. saying, ** It will all be well, — it will all be well.”
He began, too, family devotions, and produced an impression of
holiness and gentle dignity upon the minds of the younger members
of" the home circle, which can never be effaced. It is said that he
was conscions, however, of an inherited tendency to irritability and
sternness, which sometimes displaved itself in words or deeds ;
and that, sorrowing over such frailty, and feeling its unworthiness,
he resolved that he would never become a minister till he had
gained a control over all angry dispositions. The struggle led to a
heautiful trinmph ; and no one, who saw the unbroken serenity of
his mature manhood, could easily conceive that there had ever been
an original excitability to overcome. His disinterestedness and
anxious care for cach and every one around him were unvarying.
He undertook the superintendence of his three sisters’ cdueation,
and induced one of them to give herself up very much to his auid-
ance. ¢ This year,” writes this sister, *¢ is impressed on my mind
by his kind interest in me. Ile used to take me on his lap, and
hold long conversations, which 1 sometimes thought too serious,
though he would also play draughts with me for my amusement.
He led me to walk with him, also, on the beach. when he would
attract my attention to the glories of nature, and of its Author.”
He was at this time, though not unsocial, yet disinclined to large
companies, and fond of retirement.  Such a course, he used to
say. “*made less work for repentance.” His whole mode of life
was extremely simple and abstemious, partly with the view of re-
storing his enfeebled health, but still more because he felt such
habits to be favorable to the ealmness and clearness of mind and
the pure spirituality which he aspired to reach,

The following extracts from his carly papers will best show the
manner in which, at this period, he was endeavoring to diseipline
his spirit.

“ I must not consider doing good as an aeccidental pleasure, but
make it the business of life. Let me seek, not wait, for oppor-
tunitics.  Let the active spirit of Christian charity be ever watch-
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ful in discovering oDbjects, and persevering in devising means of
usefulness. Love is happiness; he who grows in love grows in
happiness. God is Love; and his image in us is love. If I would
resemble him, let me strengthen love. I feel now that a degrading
sclfishness reigns in my heart.”

«In doing good, let me aim at simplicity of means. There is
no need of expressing my intention, of asking an idle question. of
appearing to labor.  Let a silent, persevering course of action,
lead me to my end.”

¢* Poverty and sickness have the first claims for relief. Let me,
in my solitary walks by night, search for wretchedness, and for my
Lord's salke communicate the last of my store. Let me remember
with Titus, that I bhave lost that day in which I have done no good
to a fellow-man.”

“ But there are higher ways of doing good. I should show the
influence of religion in my life and conversation. Religion is
amiable, gentle, cheerful, serene ; a friend to the social affections,
the source of disinterestedness. Let me not represent it, then, as
gloomy or hopeless. Levity, unmeaning gayety, however, throws
the mind off its guard, and opens the door to every temptation.
Strict  self-command is absolutely necessary. The Christian,
though cheerful, is vigilant.”

“t Let charity embrace in her hroad arms all sects. Why should
I brand any who differ from me with opprobrious epithets? Let
me unite with all who love Jesus Christ in sineerity in propagating
his religion.”

¢ It will sometimes be necessary to change the tone of approba-
tion and pity to that of denial. But let me act on such occasions
deliberately, not from whim or dislike; and having formed my
resolution, let me adhere to it with {irmness. Let me offer my rea-
sons in a short, perspicuous manner, or, if I wish to conceal them,
give one positive answer, and leave the subject, undisturbed by
remonstrance, ridicule, or reproach. Mildness is not inconsistent
with manly firmness. Benevolence will lose all its beauty, and
much of its influence, if allowed to degcnemte' into indiscriminate,
weak induigence. A world would be too small a recompense for
onc sacrifice of principle.”

“ When I feel irritable, let me be silent, let me quit society. 1
wish to be cool and collected amidst insult and provocation. 1 would
avoid the diffuseness which characterizes anger, and vindicate my
character, conduct, or opinions in as few and temperate words as
consists with the regard I owe to truth. All impatience to stop
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the person who speaks to me will serve but to irritate. Let me be
calm, not using self-command as a means of triumph, but of

mutual happiness.”

The whole energy of his nature, indeed, was then devoted to a
preparation for the responsible profession that he had chosen. His
days were passed at the Redwood Library, where was freely ac-
cessible to his use a collection of books, extremely rare and valu-
able for the times ; and at night the light in the little office near
the house, which he used for a study, was seen burning long atter
darkness had settled over his neighbors’ homes. But this period
of his life has been most happily illustrated by himself.

“ [ must bless Grod for the place of my nativity ; for, as my mind
unfolded, I became more and more alive to the beautiful scenery
which now attracts strangers to our island. My first liberty was
uscd in roaming over the neighboring fields and shores ; and amid
this glorious nature that love of liberty sprang up, which has
aained strength within me to this hour. I early received impres-
sions of the great and the Dbeautiful, which I believe have had no
small influence in determining my modes of thought and habits of
life.  In this town I pursued for a time my studies of theology.
I had no professor or teacher to guide me: but I had two noble
places of study. One was yonder beautiful edifice, now so fre-
quented and so useful as a publie library, then so deserted that
I spent day after day, and sometimes week after week, amidst its
dusty volumes, without interruption from a single visitor. The
other place was yonder beach, the roar of which has so often
mingled with the worship of' this place, my daily resort. dear to me
in the sunshine, still more attractive in the storm. Seldom do I
visit it now without thinking of the work which there, in the sight
of that beauty, in the sound of those waves, was carried on in my
soul.  No spot on earth has helped to form me so much as that
beach.  There I lifted up my voice in praise amidst the tempest.
There, softened by beauty, I poured out my thanksgiving and con-
trite confessions.  There, in reverential sympathy with the miehty
power around me, I became conscious of power within. There
strugaling thoughts and emotions broke forth, as if moved to
utterance by nature’s cloquence of the wind and waves. There
becan a happiness surpassing all worldly pleasures, all gifts of' for-
tune, —the happiness of communing with the works of God. I
believe that the worship, of which 1 have this day spoken, was
aided in my own soul by the scenes in which my early life was
passed,” !

! Works, Vol. IV. p. 336. One Veolume Edition, p. 421.
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It was at this time, also, that he saw much of the Rev. Dr.
Hopkins, and received deep impressions from the influence of his
character and doetrines. The following spirited reminiscences,
communicated in a letter to Professor Park of Andover, present a
very pleasing sketeh of that consistent seeker after truth and holi-
ness, who, whatever his speculative errors, was at least thoroughly
in earnest.

“ It was not until I had left college that I became acquainted
with him, and a short intercourse dispelled all the fear and reserve
which my early impressions had left in my mind. His conversa-
tion was free, rather abrupt, Dlunt, and often facetious. We saw
at once that he had lived in his study, and borrowed very little
from the manuers of the fashionable world. e took pleasure in
talking with me of his past life, his controversies, &c., and I regret
that I took no notes, and did not, by questions, acquaint myself
with the progress of his mind. He told me, I think more than
once, of his first intercourse with , who had received Calvinism
in its old forms. —— resisted his doctrines relating to the disin-
terested character of faith and religion in general. At length his
objections were overcome, and one day, bursting into tears, he told
Dr. Hopkins that he was conscious that he had never experienced
true rveligion. Dr. Hopkins also gave me some particulars of his
controversy with Dr. , in which it was plain that he considered
himself as the undoubted conqueror. I exceedingly regret that I
did not learn more from him of President Edwards. My impres-
sion is, that President Edwards was a good deal indebted to Dr.
Hopkins for his later views of religion, especially for those which
we find in his essays on * Virtue,” and on ¢ God’s End in Creation.’
I hope you will point out clearly the relation between these eminent
men. Dr. Hopkins had not the profound genius of Edwards, but
was he not a man of a freer and bolder mind?

** I was attached to Dr. Iopkins chiefly by his theory of disin-
terestedness. I had studied with great delight during my college
life the philosophy of Hutcheson, and the stoical morality, and
these had prepared me for the noble, self-sacrificing doctrines of
Dr. Hopkins. I have forgotten most of our conversations on this
subject. I remember his once telling me that he did not consider
the last part of 1 Cor. xiii. as referring to a future life; and I think
that by the * perfect” which was to ¢ come,’ he understood the reve-
lation of disinterested love under the Gospel. One day, a relative
of mine, talking with him about the text Rom. ix. 3 (* I could wish
myself accursed’) observed that the passage should be rendered,
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T did wish.” Dr. Hopkins replied, that if Paul did not say what
our version aseribes to him, he ought to have said it. The idea of
entire self-surrender to the general good was the strongest in his
mind. How far he founded his moral system on the °general
good,” may be learned best from a tract he left on the subject,
which Mrs. Hopkins put into my hands after his death.

¢ [Ie was very true to his doctrine of disinterestedness, as far as
money was concerned.  His liberality abounded in his deep pov-
ertv. One day my elder brotlrer visited him to take leave of him,
on going to establish himself in another town. Dr. Hopkins said
to him: ‘I suppose you hope to get monev. Very well. Get it
justly, and spend it generously, and I don’t care how much you
get.”  Dr. Patten told me that once, at a meeting of ministers, the
case of a poor widow was laid before them, on which occasion Dr.
ITopkins gave all he had, a quarter of a dollar. Ie was accus-
tomed to say, that after that time he never knew want, and was
able to commit himself without doubt to Providence. It was my
habit, in the years 1800 and 1801, to attend a monthly meeting of
prayer for the revival and spread of religion. Our number some-
times did not exceed twenty or thirty. Still, a collection was taken
for missionary purposes, and, as most of us were very poor, our
contributions did not greatly exceed the widow’s mite. On one oc-
casion, as I have heard from Dr. Patten, however, a hundred-dollar
bill appeared in the box. Dr. Hopkins had received the same for
the copyright of one of his books; and he made this offering at a
time when he received next to no salary, and often, as I under-
stood, depended for his dinner on the liberality of a parishioner.

‘“Iis views of the Divine agency and sovereignty were utterly
irreconcilable with human freedom. He one day said to me that
he did not see how a man could be more active, or (as I understood
him) more a free agent, than in being pleased with a thing; and in
the last sermon I heard from him, he insisted that nothing was
necessary to responsibility but that a man should do as he pleased.
The origin of the pleasure or volition was of no importance.

‘“ His preaching can only be understood by one who had heard
him. Ilis voice was most untunable. Some of the tones ap-
proached those of a cracked bell more nearly than anything to
which I can compare it. He changed from a low to a high key,
and the reverse, with no apparent reason. His manner was with-
out animation.  His matter, as far as I can trust my memory, was
not made acceptable by any adaptation to the taste of the hearer.
He had exercised the severer faculties of his mind too much to give
a fair chance to the imagination. e had no relish for poetry, and

6
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spoke of himself as finding no attraction in Milton or Shakespeare.
If his style was clear and strong, he owed these qualitics to his
habits of thought, and not to any study of the best writers. We
cannot wonder then that he was a very uninteresting preacher. He
sometimes ascribed the unfruitfulness of his ministry to other
causes, and scemed to see in it a judgment on himself. DBut a
minister who has not the gift to win attention should sce no mys-
tery in his failing to do good. Dr. Hopkins was a student, not a
preacher. Ilis mind was habitually employed in investigation, and
he never studied the art of communiecation. With an unharmonious
voice, with no graces of manner or style, and with a disposition to
bring forward abstract and unpalatable notions, is it wonderful that
he did so little in the pulpit?

“* His preaching had much naiveté when he descended from his
abstractions. Ile used to speak without circumlocution, and in a
plain, conversational way. Once, in preaching at Dr. Patten’s, he
spoke of the *loaves and fishes’ as what men were still running
after; and his simple, blunt manner provoked a smile from some
of his younger hearers. IHe saw it, and said, * You may smile, but
it is true.’

““IIe was an intense student. I have learned that he studied
fourteen hours a day. He told me that once he allowed himself
only four hours’ sleep. His study was visible from my father’s
house. and I recollect that, rising very early one winter morning, I
saw the light of his candle streaming through the window. He
took little exercise. His frame was very strong, or he must have
sunk under his labors.

¢ ITe was facetious in conversation. I preached for him once;
and after the service in the pulpit, he smiled on me and said,
“ The kat is not made yet.” On my asking an explanation, he told
me that Dr. Bellamy used to speak of theology as a progressive
science, and compare the different stages of it to the snccessive
processes of making a kat.  The beaver was to be born, then to be
killed, and then the felt to be made, &c. Having thus explained
the similitude, he added, ¢ The hat is not made, and I hope you
will help to finish it.’

‘* His views of the times were dark. I one day told him that he
must feel encouraged by the many revivals which were taking place.
Ile replied, that these would only continue the existence of the
church, but that great trials were to be expected before its tri-
umphs. e gave a great deal of thought to prophecy, and was
supposed to have a peculiar gift for its interpretation ; how justly I
cannot say.
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+¢ Like most of the ministers of the time, he was a strong Feder-
alist, and was greatly grieved by the political heresy of his deacon,
almost his only male church-member, whom, however, he did not
spare, though in losing him he would have lost the only officer of
the church.

¢t [Ie was a man of perfeet honesty, and he loved honesty in
others. 1 remember his giving me an account of a council, at
which he assisted, for ordination of a candidate who had received
liberal opinions on religion. The young man made no secret of his
views, which were exceedingly offensive to several of the council.
Ile answered the questions which were put to him with entirve frank-
ness; and I recollect the smile of complaceney with which Dr,
Hopkins spoke of his honesty, while dissenting from his opinions.

* Dr. Patten told me, what I did not observe, that he attached
more and more importance to his opinions as he grew old, and that
he hore opposition less patiently, though Dr. Patten, who was his
disciple, thonght him not at all exeessive in this particular. I re-
member hearing of a severe rebuke he administered to a Methodist
minister for his errors.  One day, Dr. Hopkins met at the public
library a singular man named Stuart, or Stewart, somctimes called
¢ the walking philosopher,” in consequence of his having travelled
over a good part of the world on foot. Stuart was a man of much
kindness, too kind to lay his weight on a horse, or to eat animal
food, or even to kill a mosquito, when sucking his blood ; but he
was an atheist, and let drop some expression of his opinions before
Dr. Hopkins. The Doctor was moved to indignation, and cried
out, * You fool! were it not for God, you could not move a step
from where you stand.” Stuart replied calmly to Dr. Patten, who
was present, ¢ The old gentleman seems disturbed.’

““ Dr. Patten told me that Dr. Hopkins was doubtful as to the
reality of his religion. He clung to the decrees, though, for aught
he knew, he might himself be decreed to endless misery. I suspect,
however, that his doubt was like that which men feel as to their
living through the day. Ile was habitually cheerful, though I once
saw him in what seemed to me deep dejection. I was with him the
day after he was seized with his last sickness. A minister present
prayed with him, and for the continuance of his life. When the
prayer was finished, Dr. Ilopkins said something to this effect :
* You should not have asked for my life. I can do nothing more.
It is time for me to go.” e could not at that moment have been
distressed by doubts. Perhaps these were the last words I heard
from him,

** These are very unimportant reminiscences, but I felt bound to
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contribute what I could to his bhiography. The prominent light in
which Dr. Hopkins is to be placed is that of a student seeking the
glory of God and the spread of true religion, by purifying the com-
mon faith of its errors, and unfolding the Christian system in its
harmony and true proportions. He had many qualities fitting him
for a reformer, — great singleness of purpose, invincible patience
of research, sagacity to detect and courage to expose errors, a
thirst for consistency of views, and resolution to carry out his
principles to their legitimate consequences. I consider him as
having contributed largely to the more rational form in which Cal-
vinism is held among us. I cannot judge in what proportions this
eredit is to be divided between him and President Edwards, and I
shall be pleased to be enlightened on this point in your biography.
I indeed shrink with a feeling approaching horror from some of his
doctrines, but do not on that account withhold the reverence due
to his character.”

The generous and discriminating notice of Dr. Hopkins given hy
Dr. Channing, in his sermon at the dedication of the Unitarian
Church in Newport,? should be read in connection with these remi-
niscences by all who would fully understand the relation between
this venerable man and his young friend. Ile there says: ‘I
need not be ashamed to confess the deep impression which his sys-
tem made on my youthful mind. I am grateful to this stern teacher
for turning my thoughts and heart to the claims and majesty of
impartial, universal benevolence.”

In December, 1801, Mr. Channing was elected to the office of
Regent in Harvard University, — a situation in every way most
desirable, as it gave him support while pursuing his studies, exacted
only the slight duty of preserving order in the building where he
resided and of exercising a general superintendence over the young
men, brought him into the immediate neighborhood of the valua-
ble library of the college, and, though separating him from his
family, reunited him to his elder brother. He returned to Cam-
bridge in the early part of the year 1802; and his appearance,
manner, and character at this period are thus described by -his
college friend, Judge White : —

‘At that time, I remember, my impression was, that a greater
change had passed over him during the few years of his absence
than I was prepared to expect. Instead of the firm, elastic step
and animated manner which used to distinguish him, he appeared
somewhat debilitated by ill health, and was more remarkable than

1 Works, YVol. IV. p. 342. One Volume Edition, p. 423.
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formerly for gentleness, and a serious air and tone of conversation.
I had thought of him as peculiarly qualificd for eminence in the
legal profession, and was struck with some surprise on finding that
he had no ambition for any such distinetion. But I soon perceived
Lhow much more clevated was his ambition. Ilis-whole soul was
engaged in the sacred studies to which he had devoted himself,
and he at once showed that he had already become what St. Paul
charged Timothy to be, — ¢ an example in word, in conversation,
in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” Iis wisdom, goodness,
and sanctity, as well as his genius and intellectual powers, were
strongly developed ; and I began to feel in his company, what only
increased upon me afterwards, a mingled affection and respect,
approaching to awe, which the presence of no other man ever in-
spired in the same degree.

¢ In the spring vacation of that year, being myself connected
with the University. I had the measles badly at my room in college,
and I have always remembered him as a comforting angel in my
forlorn condition.  As expressed by me at the time, ‘1 suffered
nothing from want of attention, &c. William Channing watched
with me, besides bringing me nice things as proofs of the ladies’
remembrance.  He has himself all the softness and delicacy of
manner in attending to the sick which would become a woman.’
This but feebly represents the impression which his tender and
assiduous care made upon me, and which I counld never forget.
A China cup, in which he brought some of' the * nice things,” being
left at my room, has been preserved as a precious memorial of his
kindness, and is still among the first ohjects to greet my eye in
the morning, and to awaken delightful associations connected with
him, — associations which can hardly fail to have a salutary influ-
cuce through the day. The agreeable and generous manner in
which all his favors were conferred added to their intrinsic value
A charm which made the remembrance of them peculiarly grateful.
Sucl instances of kindness, however common they may have heen,
are worthy of notice, as illustrations of his character, and of the
genuineness and extent of his benevolence. Ile always scemed
actuated by the same sincere and elevated Christian love, manifest-
ing it in his whole manner, and in all his social intercourse, ex-
tending the same cordial grecting to those who were entitled to
it, whether he met them in solitude or in society, among the hum-
ble, or in the presence of high dignitaries. The imposing presence
of official greatness, which might make some persons forgetful of
humbler friends, never appeared to influence him in the slightest
degree.  ITis own great mind was above the ordinary effect of such
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cireumstances, and it cost him no effort to be faithful to his convic-
tions of the inherent dignity of man’s nature, and to carry out his
principles in all his conduct.”

In relation to his theological studies, and the opportunities offered
to him at Harvard, the same friend gives the following account : —

““When he was pursuing his professional studies at the Uni-
versity, we must remember that his advantages were very different
from those now enjoyed there by the students in divinity. At
that time the means of theological instruction were comparatively
meagre ; yet they were doubtless superior to what could be expected
from the tuition of any clergyman unconnected with the University,
and greater to Mr. Channing than to other resident graduates cn-
gaged in the like studies.  President Willard, I well remember, in
speaking ol the Regent’s office, told me that one of his views in
recommending its establishment was to afford an eligible situation
for some worthy student in divinity, who might be induced by it to
pursue his studies at Cambridge. I have no doubt that Mr. Chan-
ning found it an eligible situation, and with his peculiar qualifications
for self~direction, and his strong turn of mind for an independent
course of study and inquiry, that he made greater proficiency than
is now common, even with distinguished scholars, who enjoy the
higher privileges afforded by the theological institution. Presi-
dent Willard and Professor Tappan, both of them able and learned
divines, were constantly accessible for advice and assistance, in
addition to the interesting public lectures of the latter, who was
then also delivering his course upon the Jewish Antiquities.”

Of Professor Tappan, the Rev. Dr. Pierce writes as follows : —

“You may know Mr. Channing’s opinion of him by the fact that
he had him to preach his ordination sermon. He was considered
a moderate Calvinist, which the Rev. John Dippon of Taunton used
to say ‘is a contradiction in terms.” Dr. Tappan was as impartial
a divine as I ever knew, extremely cautious not to prepossess the
minds of his pupils, and always exhorting them to judge for them-
selves. It is well known that there was a strong mutual attach-
ment between the professor and his distinguished pupil. Dr. Tappan
was not only one of the most popular divines who entered our pul-
pits, but such men as George Cabot, Fisher Ames, Judge Lowell, did
not hesitate to pronounce him one of the best preachers of the day.”

A friend, who was much with Mr. Channing at the period of his
life which we are now considering, has the impression that his time
was more occupied in writing than in reading. And his remaining
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papers give every reason to believe that he had already formed
his peculiar habit of following out a train of thought pen in hand.
Writing was with him, as he often said, the one great means of
making clear to himself his own thoughts. New suggestions were
noted ; contradictory views placed side by side; qualifications and
exceptions carefully stated under the admitted principles to which
they referred ; broad, general views given of whole subjects; par-
ticular conclusions suecinetly recorded ; and thus gradually, from a
main root, a whole series of truths branched out and divided itself
into its large classifications and minuter bearings. He early
acquired these habits of methodical thinking ; and all principles and
facts grouped themselves into an order, which was the farthest pos-
sible from a mere mechanical arrangement, and which was ever
unfoliding under the organizing power of his spirit. This exactness
of mind should be carefully heeded by all who would trace aright
Mr. Channing’s after progress as a theologian and a religious and
social reformer. For what might often have seemed to those little
acquainted with the laws of his inward nature like timidity or slow-
ness was actually but the working of his unappeasable desire to
obtain such a view of any subject as should have coherent whole-
ness in itself, and be in unity with other views which he regarded
as cstablished.  Already he was thus cauntiously and patiently
investigating the great problems, —as to the Divine Being and
Character, — ITuman Nature, its destiny and duties, — Christ and
Christianity, — Society and its various relations, — to the solution
of which his after-life was conscerated.

No authors probably aided him much in this travailing to give
birth to great thoughts conceived by the spirit. But two writers
were so often and so gratefully referred to by him— besides
Huteheson, Ferguson, and Price, whose influence has already
been described — as to prove that they did something to de-
termine at this period the current of his thoughts. The first,
and by far the most useful to him, was DButler, whose ** Ser-
mons on Human Nature” he regarded as unsurpassed in English
for clear, full, condensed thought, and to which may be traced,
perhaps, the germs of some of his most important views. And
the second was Law, whose mystic piety and earnest longing for
spiritual perfection touched harmoniously many chords of his
religious  sympathy, although he felt that his temper was in
other respects gloomy and narrow. He spoke with much regard,
also, of Edwards, whose energy of intellect he greatly admired,
while. denying the soundness of his doctrine of necessity, and
utterly rejecting its conclusions; many of whose writings he
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thought suggestive of deeply interesting views of the spiritual rela-
tions between the Divine Being and man, while he was horror-
struck at the theology of others ; and whose sketch of his conversion
he once read in part to a friend, with a voice trembling in its ten-
derness and eyes softened with emotion, as being one of the most
pathetic and beautiful sketches ever given of the deeper workings
of the soul.!

His habits as a student may be partially illustrated by the fol-
lowing extracts fromn his private manuscripts of that period. They
show the carnestness with which he was seeking to control his
intellect and to direct it to the highest objects.

“TIt is easy to read, but hard to think. Without thinking, we
cannot make the sentiments of others our own. Thinking alone
adopts them into our family. It is my misfortune, that I have read
much, but have reflected little. Let me reverse this order. I prefer
strength of impression to superficial knowledge, however exten-
sive.”

““ We are very apt to think we have ideas, when we have only
words. We mistake synonymes for definitions. I have often
found rich ideas by analyzing words, particularly when they are
metaphorical. Words should never be used in a loose sense. We
are apt to be led astray by imperfect analogies, particularly in
reasoning on the nature of Deity. It has been well observed, that,
when beginning a subject, we should consider the degree of evi-
dence to which we should yield our assent.”

« In pursuit of truth I should possess indefatigable patience and
invineible perseverance. Have I not embraced errors to avoid the
toil of inquiry? Let me read no enfecbling productions, hut such
poetry and works of fancy only as will tend to strengthen the pur-
poses and elevate the feelings of my soul. I wish to acquire a
calm energy, a strong principle of love and independence. Let me
kindle a fire in my heart at the altars of religion, benevolence, and
natare.”

‘“It is always best to think first for ourselves on any subject,
and then to have recourse to others for the correction or improve-
ment of our own sentiments. Thus we may reach truth, which we
should never have observed had we caught a particular mode of
thinking from any author. No principles should be received from
education and habit merely. Let me observe, before perusing the
opinions of observers. We check original thought by first learning
how and what to think from others. The strength of others should

1 Edwards’s Works, Vol. L. p. 35
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be called in only to assist our weakness, not to prevent the exertion
of our own powers. By means of this dependence on books, error,
as well as truth, descends in hereditary succession. The sources
of original thought are dried up, and the mind is overflowed by
foreign streams derived through channels which other men have
formed. Self-dependence in science is the road to useful truth.
The quantity ol knowledge thus gained may be less, but the quality
will be superior. Truth received on authority, or acquired without
labor, makes but a feeble impression.”

“* Whenever hypotheses are to be formed, let me first set down
the facts on which they must be grounded, and weigh them care-
fully. It would be advisable to form a blank book merely for the
insertion of those truths to which I assent; and it would be usetul
to revise whatever I have hitherto taken for granted, and judge it
impartially. Let me beware lest a love of originality lead me
astray. Ambition is as fatal as prejudice. Love of truth is the
only principle which should influence us; and those truths which
will have influence on life are alone worthy of present attention. I
was born for action. My object is to do good to the world by pro-
moting the cause of religion, as well as to advance myself in
relizion. A lite of constant action and unwearied exertion excludes
universal knowledge.  The improvement of the heart is infinitely
more important than the enlargement of the understanding. I
hope for immortality in heaven, not immortal fame on earth.
I therefore wish to have a few important truths impressed deeply
on my mind, rather than to be lost in that chaos of universal
knowledge which has hitherto distracted me. Knowledge is only a
means. Let me not make it the end. Abstruse speculations on
uscless subjects will but waste my time.”

““I must be very careful, lest, when my heart is warmed, I
should be disposed to receive without examination the errors of
enthusiasm for Christian truth. I fear that I am prejudiced in
favor of some doctrines, and there is danger of my bending Scrip-
ture to my preconceived opinions. Let me always pray for impar-
tiality, and strive to read without prejudice. I should also try to
acquire a spirit of moderation from the Bible, instead of that nar-
rowness of sentiment which is creeping upon me. Let me study
Scripture without any ambitious views of striking out a new
system, or of shining by ingenuity. Plain truth is worth far more
than the splendid speculations of philosophical divines.”

But already Mr. Channing’s efforts were checked. and his spirits
damped, by that state of half-health which did so much during the
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whole of his early manhood to repress his native ardor and prols,-
ably to overcast his firmament of thought, though it could never
subdue his elastic will and truly heroic conscience. To his grand-
father Ellery he thus describes his trials : —

“* Perhaps it is fortunate for you that I have not written. A
kind of stupefaction, of mental inactivity, has seized on me.
A weight of dulness has oppressed all my faculties. My under-
standing and imagination have been buried under a cloud, my feel-
ings deadened, and every spring of action relaxed. I feel but little
interest in anything, and yet I am not at ease. This insensibility
is morbid, the effect of disease, an unnatural state of the mind, a
violence on its powers and energies. I do not act or feel, yet my
sluggishness is not voluntary. I am hemmed in, — I am fettered.
Like Enceladus, I groan under the mountain. I labor to remove
it; but still, still it weighs on my breast, and seems to press
heavier after every struggle. In fact, my late complaint has had
more to do with the mind than the body, or rather the body has
been affected in such a manner as peculiarly to affect the mind.”

Amidst this bodily and mental depression, making a path for
himsell between scepticism on the one side and a gloomy theology
on the other, slowly winning his way to peace and light, delicately
conscientious, eager for unobscured views. aspiring with the intense
enthusiasm of a highly ideal temperament after perfect good, he
found the refreslunent he so much needed in the society of his
clder hrother, whose sweet, tender, glad, and poetic spirit formed
with his a beautiful accord. Their leisure hours were passed to-
gether in most unreserved intimacy, while sometimes they followed
the paths which wound through the then unbroken woods of Mount
Auburn, or overlooked the wide panorama from Prospect ill, and
sometimes wore away the night beside the embers on their student’s
hearth. Then, and ever after, they stood in mutual relations of
transparent confidence, and were united by that devoted friendship
which, next after communion with the Divine Spirit, and the love
of a true marriage, is the holiest tie in life. Francis thus writes:
““ A word of our dear William. You know not how happy I feel
in such a brother. He is a bright light in the world ; he illumines,
he animates. he points the way.”

Near the close of his theological studies, Mr. Channing was ad-
mitted as ‘“a member in full communion of the First Church of
Christ in Cambridge,” which was at that time under the charge
of the Rev. Dr. Abiel Holmes, who, in theology, was a  moderate
Calvinist,” and as a man was highly respected for unpretending
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piety and uprightness. The doctrinal opinions which he at this
time entertained are embodied, though not very distinetly, in some
articles of faith which he appears to have prepared for his own use.
It would seem that his views were such as would then have been
called Arian, but strongly tinged with opinions derived from Dr.
ITopkins.

At this time, as through life, Mr. Channing kept aloof from sec-
tarian entanglements, for by instinct he dreaded, as much as from
principle he disapproved, all fetters upon free thought. But it
certainly is not strange that one, holding such opinions as he has
recorded, should have been supposed to have a leaning towards
Orthodoxy, as from the following communication it appears was
the case.

“Ile received the usual approbation to preach, I think,” says
Dr. Pierce, ** from the Cambridge Association.  As there was then
no Divinity School, and he was peculiarly cautious about commit-
ting himseclf on points of difference among Christians, as he was
also supposed to be in familiar correspondence with his grandfather
Ellery, who had the reputation of Orthodoxy of the Ilopkins stamp,
suspicions were entertained by some zhat he himself would enlist on
that side.  So thought some of the ministers composing the Asso-
ciation hefore which he appeared for approbation.  For, as he him-
self’ told me, the only question proposed to him, after reading his
sermon, was by Dv. Stearns of Lincoln, — * Whether he believed
that God was the author of sin?’” '

Any doubts as to the actual state of his opinions, however, are
put at rest by his own testimony, as given in later years. ** There
was a time,” said he, ** when I verged towards Calvinism, for ill
health and depression gave me a dark view of things. Dut the doc-
trine of the Trinity held me back.,  When I was studying my pro-
fession, and religion was the subject of deepest personal concern
with we, 1 followed Doddridge throngh his ¢ Rise and Progress’
till he brought me to a prayer to Jesus Christ. There 1 stopped,
and wrote to a friend that my spiritual guide was gone where I
could not follow him. I was never in any sense a Trinitarian.”

Judge White thus confirms this statement : —

*In a conversation which 1 had with him, on our way to visit
Dr. Osgood, of Medford, about the time he commenced preaching,
he spoke of Dr. Hopkins with warm esteem, both as a friend and a
theologian, dwelling with particular emphasis on the strong feature
of benevolence which marked *both his character and his divinity,
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and observing very pointedly, that ¢ those who were called Hopkin-
sians, and considered his followers, appeared to know little of him
or of his true theological views.” With all h#s esteem for his friend
Dr. Hopkins, he had no sympathy with these supposed followers,
or with their leading opinions. His not manifesting an open and
zealons concurrence with any particular sect or denomination, to-
gether with the deep seriousness of his religious impressions, might
have given him something of an Orthodox reputation; but I am
persuaded that he was neither more nor less entitled to it at that
time than at any subsequent period of his life ; for he was distin-
cuished then, as ever afterwards, for his devotion to truth and for
the spirit of free inquiry.”

Mr. Channing began to preach in the autumn of 1802, being then
in his twenty-third year.

“I find in my register for 1802,” writes Judge White, *¢ the fol-
lowing memorandum against October 24: ¢ Medford. Spent the
Sunday and heard Brother Channing for the first time preach’; —
and I have even now a distinct recollection of our interview with
Dr. Osgood, at his house, where we dined, and of the gratification
I experienced at hearing him express the most decided approhation
of the discourse, and speak of the young preacher’s whole services
and manner in the kindest terms of syvmpathy and commendation.
Having been intimately acquainted with Dr. Osgood, and knowing
how frankly he expressed his real opinion, I felt some solicitude till
he had spoken, and was the more gratified by what he said. Yet
he did not express himself so strongly as he did afterwards, in the
absence of Mr. Channing. I know that he regarded him as a young
preacher of extraordinary gifts, and of the highest promise in his
profession. I mention this more particularly, having seen it erro-
neously stated in the ¢Christian Register,” I think by an anony-
mous writer, that his early performance was not thus promising.
My expectations, which had been high, were fully realized when I
first heard him. There was the same charm in his sentiments and
tones of voice which I ever after experienced from his preaching.
Indeed, to me he always appeared essentially the same, though
always advancing; and the chief difference between his early and
later preaching scemed to arise from his greater freedom, energy,
and carnestness, both of spirit and manner, as he advanced in his
profound views of religion and humanity.”

His preaching at once attracted attention for its fervor, solemnity,
and beauty. The power of his look and tone, so expressive of a
soul that overflowed with spiritual life, won the hearts of his hear-
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ers, and was felt as evidence that he spoke with the authority of
experience. A person who heard his first sermon, on the text,
¢ Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have give I thee,” in
which he described the large range of benevolent action open to
every human heing, however situated, describes his manner as sin-
gularly ¢ radiant and full of heavenly joy.” The general admira-
tion felt for his spirit and genius is proved by the fact that he was
immediately asked to preach in Boston, Massachusetts, as a candi-
date for settlement, by the society in Brattle Street and by the
society in Federal Street. The Rev. Dr. Thacher, pastor of the
Brattle Street congregation, being quite infirm, was begiuning to
feel the need of a colleague ; and the leading men among his people
were exceedingly desirous that Mr. Channing should be elected to
fill this office. They consulted with him freely in relation to the
proposcd arrangement, and gave him their assuranee that he would
reccive the invitation of the society to become their associate
pastor if he would once more preach before them. Ile returned to
Newport to rest and recruit, however, without giving them a defi-
nite answer.

Meanwhile the society in Federal Street had been so strongly
attracted towards Mr. Channing that they hastened at once to re-
quest him to settle with them, and deputed Deacon Francis Wright
to wait upon him with the following ¢ call” : —

“ Bostow, December 29, 1802.

““Dear Sm,— When a committee of the religious society in Fed-
cral Street lately made application to you to preach on probation,
they were influenced not merely by their own united opinions, but
by their persuasion of the dispositions and wishes of the society
which they represented.

“It is gratifying to find that in this persuasion they were not
mistaken, but that the society have received such satisfaction from
your ministration among them, and have such a conviction of your
character and accomplishments, that they were prepared for a more
decisive expression of their approbation. At a full meeting of the
society, holden on the 23th instant, they voted to invite you to be-
come their pastor, and have assigned to us the grateful office of
presenting to you their invitation. . . . .

*“We have thus the satisfaction to offer you the desires of a
united people, and cannot but express a hope that this invitation
and the proposals accompanying it will be acceptable to you. Such
a result we shall consider as a blessing of Heaven on the society
and its members, and all with whom they are tenderly connected.
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““ Any explanations or further communications from us, which
may be considered necessary, we shall cheerfully offer on request;
for this purpose a personal interview would be agreeable to us, but
the distance and the season of the year would render it inconven-
ient for the committee to repair to Newport. If it should be con-
venient to you, before your proposed return to this vicinity, to be
at Providence or Dristol, some of the commitice would have the
pleasure of meeting you at either of those places, at such time as
you shall specify.

¢ In the name and behalf of the society, we remain,

¢* Respectfully, with great regard,

“ Your friends and obedient servants,
“* Fraxcis Wricur,
Iexry IHuNTER,
Troyas Davrs,
Joux Davis,
Sivon Ecvior,
RursseLL STURGIS,
Epwarp TUucKERMAN, JR.,
Committee.
“Mr. WiLLian E. Cnaxzixg.”

Together with this call, Mr. Channing received persuasive ap-
peals from many friends, advising him to preach again, as requested,
at Brattle Street. DBut Dr. Thacher was now dead; and feeling
that he was at once too ill and too inexperienced to discharge alone
the duties in so large a congregation, and that the difficulties inci-
dent to the settlement of a colleague with him were great, he deter-
mined not to offer himself to that society as a candidate. In his
letter he says: —

¢“T hope that T have not subjected your society to inconvenience
by delaying to this period my answer to their application. A re-
guest of such importance required long deliberation. I have con-
sidered my dccision as one which must seriously affect my whole
future life. I have been unwilling, too, to determine without the
counsel of my friends; and from a concurrence of opinion, I am
constrained to decline the invitation of the church and congregation
in Brattle Street to preach before them with a view to settlement.

““I have been for some time in a feeble state of health, and the
labor of speaking m your house is so great that there would be
danger of fatal injury. In so numerous a society, also, profes-
sional engagements would require great exertions, the fatigues of
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which might unfit me for that attention to study on which my use-
fulness must very much depend. It is principally by impressing
religions truth that a minister is instrumental in promoting the
happiness of his people; and his own personal discipline is indis-
pensably necessary to a faithful and effectual ministration of the
word of God. Ience the importance, not only of health, but of
much leisure, especially to one so young and inexperienced as my-
scll.  Could I, then, consistently with a regard to the prosperity
of the chureh, and the etcrnal interests of my hearers, desire a situ-
ation which would require efforts disproportioned to my strength,
and where the multiplicity of duties would allow but little oppor-
tunity for improvement?

““ Your society, Sir, has much indeed to recommend it. But do
not the very cirenmstances of your influence and numbers attach
high responsibility to the office of your minister, and render experi-
ence, improved talents, and insight of character peculiarly neces-
sary? A man of  principle should first of all inquire whether he is
capable of performing the duties he is called o undertake ; and in
calenlating his powers he ought to guard against too high an esti-
mation of them, lest he be led to engage in a sphere to which he is
inadequate. My feelings, as well as my reason, recommend for me
a more humble sphere ; and I have a confidence that you will be no
suflferers in consequence of the resolution which I have adopted.

** In thus declining the invitation of the church and congregation
in Drattle Street, I am influenced by the highest respect for their
character, and a sincere regard for their most important interests.
And may God support and gunide them by his grace and power !

“ Under a grateful sense of the honor conferred on me by the
society which you represent, I remain, with great respect,

“ Your obedient servant,
“W. E. Conansing.”

This letter, otherwise unimportant, is inserted as illustrative of
the caution with which its writer made up his judgment as to any
course of conduct, though he was prompt and resolute in exeeuting
his purposes when formed. It shows, too, very clearly his humble
estimate of his own abilities, and his conscientious desire to fit him-
self for efficient service in his voeation. Wisdom and moderation
had already become his law. ’

Mr. Channing was the more inclined to settle at Federal Street,
because, while the weakness of that society called out his sympa-
thies, he was hopeful that his health would permit him to meet with
fidelity the limited demand which would there be made upon him.
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So, returning to Boston, he conferred with the committee of the
society, and accepted their call in the following letter : —

“ To the Committee of the Religious Society in Federal Street.

““ GENTLEMEN, — I now address you to communicate my accept-
ance of the invitation of the society in Federal Street to settle with
them as their minister. The character of the society, the favorable
disposition they have expressed towards me, and the prospect of
uscfulness in a situation so well adapted to my present state of
health. render this call peculiarly agreeable.

** The proposals you have communicated are entirely satisfactory ;
and when I consider them as expressive of regard to religion, and
originating in a desire to relieve your minister from solicitudes antl
embarrassments, I accede to them with pleasure. . . . .

*“In settling among you, I shall consider the prosperity of the
society as my end and happiness. As an ambassador of Christ, I
shall endeavor faithfully to declare those truths which he has re-
vealed in his Word, and on which the purity of the church and the
cternal interests of mankind depend.

¢ Though young and feeble, I am enconraged to form this solemn
connection from a confidence in that candor and affection I have
already experienced. I desire your prayers to Almighty God, that
he would enable me to perform the 1mpm*tant duties of my c'ﬂlmg,
and that my labors may not be in vain in the Lord.

* With great respect, I remain,
“ Your sincere friend and ohedient servant,
““ WriLLiam E. CHANNING.
“ Bostox, February 12, 1803.”

On Wednesday, June 1, 1803, Mr. Channing was ordained. The
order of services was as follows: Introductory prayer by the
Rev. Dr. Holmes, of Cambridge ; discourse by the Rev. Dr. Tappan,
Professor at Harvard University; prayer of consecration by the
Rev. Dr. Osgood, of Medford; charge by his uncle, the Rev.
Henry Channing, of New London, who had declined preaching the
sermon ; right hand of fellowship by his’ classmate and friend, the
Rev. Joseph Tuckerman, of Chelsea.

One who was a devoted parishioner and a warm personal friend
in after years, George Ticknor, Esq., has communicated the follow-
ing sketch of this occasion : —

‘¢ My first recollection of Dr. Channing is on the day of his ordi-
nation. My father, who was one of the council, led me by the hand,
as a small boy; and I went with him in the procession, and sat
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with him. So far as I now remember, I had never heard of the
person to be ordained ; and I have still no recollection of anything
in the services of the day, till they were about to be concluded.
Then the pale, spiritual-looking young man, whose consecration I
had witnessed without really understanding its purport, rose and
announced the closing hymn. My attention was immediately fas-
tened on him, and particularly on his visible emotion, when he came
to the last stanza: —

‘ My tongue repeats her vows,

Peace to this sacred house!

For here my friends and brethren dwell;
And since my glorious God

Makes thee his blest abode,
My soul shall ever love thee well.’

ITis looks, the tones of his trembling voice, and the devout air with
which he repeated rather than read these lines, are still present to
me whenever the scene comes up in my thoughts; and, in fact, at
the time they so impressed the words themselves on my mind, that
I have never forgotten them since. After the hymn had been sung,
lie rose once more, and in the same tender and devout manner pro-
nounced a very simple benediction. In this, too, I see him still
freshly before me, with his upcast eyes, and remember thinking
how spiritual he was, and being sad that from his feeble appear-
ance it did not seem as if he would live long.”™

During the spring and summer, before and after his ordination,
Mr. Channing resided at Brookline, in the family of Stephen Hig-
aginson, Jr., whose heart, overflowing with benevolence and hos-
pitality, had taken the interests of the young minister under his
paternal care, and who, together with his devout and excellent wife,
— who, though orthodox in views, was liberal in spirit, — rejoiced
in the saintly purity and rich intelligence of their friend. Here
a large library and every convenience for study or relaxation were
open to his use; his bodily health was benefited by country air and
free exercise amidst the picturesque landscapes of that most beau-
tiful neighborhood ; and his affections found a home.
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T was in his twenty-fourth year that Mr. Channing entered upon
his ministerial course in Boston, already fitted by the dis-
cipline of life and inward experience to sympathize in the move-
ments of the time and place in which his lot was cast, and destined
to lend them efficient aid. But before tracing his relations to that
development of spirituality, liberty, love, which it was the mission
of his age to promote, let us first observe his growth toward the
stature of a perfect man in his closet and home circle, in his par-
ish and immediate neighborhood. Thus shall we follow down the
stream from its mountain springs, which were fed by the rains of
heaven.

The family of an estimable parishioner, with whom Mr. Chan-
ning at first resided, remember him at that period as serious in
deportment to a degree that was even oppressive. IHe had the air
of one absorbed in his own contemplations, and looked careworn,
weary, and anxious. Society seemed distasteful; he joined but
little in conversation; took his meals in haste; was retired in his
ways; lived mostly in his study; appeared rather annoyed than
pleased with visitors; seldom went abroad, — declining, when pos-
sible, all invitations ; and, in a word, was most content when left
uninterruptedly to himself. There was sweetness in his looks and
words, however ; solemn counsels were gently given, and an atmos-
phere of holiness threw a winning charm over his conversation
and conduct. Undoubtedly, this reserve, the shade of which was
deepest in his first entrance upon his duties, and which cleared away
as he became more confirmed in goodness and wisdom, was partly
owing to his habit of fastening attention upon any subject that in-
terested him, and of brooding over it even while in society and in
action, — a fault in his regard, of which he early became aware, and
which he endeavored through his later life to check. In his jour-
nals he frequently thus refers to it: —
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“* A subject has been very injurious to me. It has shut me up
in my room till my body has been exhausted, and has led to neglect
of my people and family. I must be moderate in everything.”

¢ It will often be useful to fix the number of hours during whicl
I will attend to a subject, and rigidly to adhere to the determina-
tion.”

** My mode of study destroys me, my health, my piety, my social
feelings ; and is therefore sinful.”

*¢ My long absorption in a subject enfeebles mny mind, prevents
its frec action, casts a cloud over my thoughts, produces a painful
anxiety.”

*“ My speculations about the origin of moral feelings, &e., can-
not justify a practical neglect of them.”

“ No subject can be usefully continued beyond a certain time.
The mind needs to be recruited. All the motives which impel
me to pursue the subject require me to disengage my mind for a
season.”

“The attainment of truth requires me to be able to continue in
a state of doubt until I have had time to examine all the arguments
which relate to a point; and this examination, however protracted,
if conducted by a love of truth, is virtuous, — approved by con-
science and Geod, — the improvement of my best powers, — an
approximation towards God.”

** The wretchedness I have suffered on so many topics shows the
importance of limiting the period of attention.”

** Because doubt spreads itself over one subject I ought not to
doubt of all.  This will lead to misery. A narrow mind cannot
sce the connections between many propositions which are yet sup-
ported by sufficient proofs.”

¢ My sleep has been broken by anxiety at not discovering truth.”

** Let it be my rule never to carry a subject with me into society.
My social duties are in this way neglected.”

But his serious manner was chiefly to be traced to profound
conscientiousness.  Without the elastic spirits which a vigorous
tone of hody gives, as a power of reaction for the spirit, he bent
beneath a feeling of unfitness for the duties of his vocation. To a
young friend who was just entering upon the ministry, and who
was oppressed by a like sense of responsibility, he onece said:
* Take courage. I suffercd as you now do. In the early vears of
my ministry, ill health and a deep consciousness of unworthiness
took away my energy and hope, and I had almost resolved to quit
my profession. My brother Francis begged me to persevere, to
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make a fairer trial ; and to his influence I owe very much the con-
tinuance of labors which, I hope, bave not been useless to myself
or to others.”

A letter written at this time to his uncle Henry well shows how
deep his depression was :—

“I have no right to complain of the trials of my ministry.
They are small, compared with what thousands of my brethren
are called to endure. I can complain of nothing but myself.
Every day teaches me more of my weakness and corruption, and
vetl I seem to grow no better. I hope my hearers are more profited
by my discourses than I am, or I shall do little good. I can only
hope that God designs to humble me, to make me feel my insufli-
ciency, that he may lead me to ascribe the success of my labors
to his blessing, whenever he may please to make them powerful to
the salvation of souls.”

His painful struggles, and his mode of triumphing over his weak-
ness, are pointed out yet more fully in a letter written many years
later to a young brother who had sought his advice : —

““ T have passed through too much of your sad experience, to be
able to treat it harshly. DMy own mind has often been ready to
sink under like burdens. A merciful Power has sustained me, and
I trust that it will sustain you. Itis impossible that a man who is at
all alive to his moral and religious obligations should enter on the
ministry without many solicitudes, fears, and painful convictions of
his distance from the perfection he is to teach. It is impossible
for a young man, csgpecially if he has been retired in his habits, to
appear in a pulpit,— one of the most conspicuous spots on earth, —
and to escape all consciousness of himself, and give himsclf up
with an undivided heart to a work to which he is new, and to
which his feelings have been but imperfeetly trained. The strong-
est of all passions, ambition, cannot at once be put to silence, and
its inconsistency with the spirit of' Christianity and the ministry
produces keen self-reproach.

¢“ I tell you here what I suppose all ministers could tell, and L
see not how the evil is to be avoided under the present constitution
of things. God might have committed his word to the ministry of
angels, but this he has not seen fit to do; he intrusts it to earthen
vessels, to frail men, to those who need moral and religious educa-
tion as truly as their hearers, who reprove themselves in the re-
proofs they administer to others, and who are to carry others for-
ward by advancing themselves. A deep sense of imperfection and
much spiritual conflict are, then, inseparable from the work.
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““ Your defeets do not at all discourage me. T could tell of those
who have struggled through the same. 1 do not mean to deny
their existence. The only question is, Do you thirst to be im-
proved? Do you thirst for a generous interest in your fellow-crea-
tures? Do you desire a new power to do good? Iave you the
principle of progress in you? Of this I eannot doubt, nor can you.
That you are not doomed to stop forever where you are, I know.
God is giving you power in your moral nature, in Christianity, in
his Ioly Spirit, against selfishness, apathy, and corrupt ambition.
These can be overcome, and must be, and I know not a vocation
in which you can withstand them so eflectually as in the ministry.
The very pains you have suffered, if' they do not palsy you by tak-
ing away the hope of change and progress. will do vou good. They
show you that you are not spiritually dead. They should satisfy
you that vou have the foundation of great ministerial usefulness.
Set yourself to work with new earnestness for your own improvement,
and scek to improve yourself, not only for your own sake, but that
you may more cffectually improve and quicken your fellow-creatures,
and God will crown your labors with success.

“ What yvou need, what all nced, is determined self-denial.  You
need to lay on yourself severe rules as to the distribution of time,
social intercourse, &c.  You need force of purpose, hardiness, and
resolution.  This is a much deeper evil than selfishness or coldness.
You have been brought up, perhaps, too delicately, and are paying
the penalty of having faced so few storms. You have not yet
learned to will with that energy and fearlessness to which so many
diflienlties vield. Do you ask how this force is to be gained? We
know that exposure, exertion, and conflict with difficulties do much
to give tone to the body, and so they do to the mind. The revolv-
ing of clevating thoughts in our closct does little for us.  We must
bring them home to the mind in the midst of action and difliculty.
I cannot, then, consent that you should yield to your first serious
trial in life. Resolve on the acquisition of moral energy, — the great-
est of acquisitions, — and, as far as you can command circninstances,
place yourself where it may be won most effectually. I would not
expose you very freely at first, any more than I weuld carry the
invalid from his warm room into a piercing atmosphere. But take
on yourself some good work, and determine to carry it through,
whether hard or easy, painful or pleasant, to the extent of your
power. I care little where you preach, if you find a sphere which
will give a more manly tone to your mind, and inure you to
wrestle with difliculties. 1 do not fear, nor must you. God bless
you!”
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In relation to the trials of young ministers, he once also said:
* You must not expect too much from your minister, especially at
first. If he have sensibility, he will suffer enough from the con-
sciousness of deficiency, without being reminded of it from abroad.
I cannot describe to you the load which weighed down my mind at
the beginning of my ministry.”

How far he was then wrapped about by chill morning fogs, which
for a time, but only for a time, shut out the sunshine of God’s all-
embracing joy, appears also from the following description of his
carly experience : —

““You tell me your faith was the faith of happiness. This is
never the surest. Fortunately, mine grew up under a dark sky,
and the light has been increasing to this day. My passion for hap-
piness spent itself in my youth in reverie. I never thought of
realizing the vision on earth, and yet it has, in an humble manner,
been realized. My faith in God. schooled Ly trial, looked to him
first and almost exclusively for virtue, for deliverance from the
great evil of sin, which I carly felt to be the only true evil. The
consciousness of unworthiness repressed all hopes of immediate
happiness, gave me a profound conviction of the justice of my
suffering, turned all my reproaches from Providence on myself,
and not only made me incapable of murmuring, but tanght me
gratitude for the discipline of life. How often, in disappointment,
has my first utterance been thanks to the Purifier of the soul!

* Thus my faith has never for a moment been shaken by suffer-
ing. The consciousness of unworthiness, of falling so far below
my idea of duty, a feeling which hardly forsakes me. has helped
much to reconcile me to outward evil. It has taken the sting from
human reproach. In listening to the inward reprover, I have cared
little for human opinion, and have found too much truth in censure
to be much displeased with any but myself. Accordingly, my re-
ligion has taken very much one form: I think of God as the Father,
from whose power and love I may seek and hope for myself and
others the unutterable and only good, — that of deliverance from
all inward evil, of perfect, unspotted goodness, of spiritual life
now and foréver.

“ T have talked of myself, for, after all, our experience is the
best lesson we can give to others. Your nature differs. You
have had an impatient thirst for immediate happiness, which my
early history, and perhaps my mental constitution, forbade me.
Happiness has come to me almost as a surprise, without plan or
anticipation. You have grasped at it as almost your lawful inberit-
ance, and had almost a feeling of wrong at disappointment.”
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Thus all proves that he was at this time concentrated in his
own soul, and seeking there to gain the unity with God which is
salvation. His private papers, especially, show how intently he
was striving to subdue evil, to shun temptation, and to give freest
room to pure and holy thoughts. Such memorials are sacred, and
should be used as under the eye of the spirit which wrote these
records of its pilgrimage, and now has outgrown and dropped its
mortal form. But it may encourage sinking hearts to know that
this good man was tried as they are, and agonized his way to
peace.  And some few hints are therefore given from his journals.
They cannot, indeed, be rightly omitted, in describing one who was
so bright an instance of moral victory. These papers most abound
in the first years of his ministry, though the habits then formed
remained strong through life. They manifest unvarying self-
scerutiny, and prove by what toil his character and mind were
formed. A tone of self-depreciation runs through them, — so eager
is he to detect the most subtle workings of sin, to expel it, and to
guard against its return. They reveal an incessant warfare, not
with great evils, but with small ones, — with the remnants of evil
lurking in the outskirts of his nature. It was by claborate analysis
of his own tendencies, and unfaltering aspiration to the perfect,
that he sought to mould himself to a symmetrical goodness.

The headings of these papers are various: such as * Ends,”
“ Permanent Objects,” ¢ Promises,” ** Practicable Excellence,”
“ Improvements required,” ** Relations,” ‘¢ Domestic Reforms,”
¢« System,” ¢ Subjects of Meditation,” ** Heart, Character,” ** Rules
of Life,” ** Directory and Review,” &e. 1t is noticeable in them,
that intellect and affections are subjected to the same rigid disci-
pline. Their pervading trait is devoutness.

‘¢ How do I deserve to be removed from my labors, — I who labor
so poorly, and with such low motives! The honor of my work I
have forfeited. Let me humble myself before God, and pray for
restoration to his service.”

““ How continually selfishness breaks forth! It must be resisted
perpetually. Let nothing be spoken or done to display self; but
let simple love be the spring. Do I know what such love will rise
to, if cultivated?”

¢+ Let me, when in society with those who differ from me, feel the
importance of sincerity and independence. ILet me consider that
virtue is infinitely more important than their good opinion. Let
me leave to God the impression which I make, when I frankly ex-
press feelings and opinions. Let me remember that ultimately the
friendship of the good will be secured by the discharge of duty.”
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““ In conversation, let me feel that I shall gain more by candor
than by victory.”

** Let me cherish frankness by thinking of the nobleness of the
quality. Restraint prevents expressions of affection, makes society
painful, chills the heart.”

““ Eternal life is holy life, — the exercise of love to God and all
beings.”

““ We must be babes, if we would have God revealed to us ; must
feel the weakness, ignorance, helplessness, dependence, wants, of
little children. We must become fools, and see that we know noth-
ing. 'We must hunger and thirst, and feel a void, as having nothing.
Am I a babe? Do I sit low?”

‘« Attain a single, simple heart. Never speak to God or man
without desiring the end I profess. Let me beware of formality in
discharging religious duties. Let prayer, conversation, preaching,
all low from the heart. Let me first feel the force of truth myselt,
and then impress it upon others. Let me feel the force of every
truth and every argument with which I am conversant. Let me
be not learned, but wise.”

¢ Let me apply to my most painful, humble duties first and most
attentively.”

““ Let me continually engage in labors enjoined by God, and
with the ends and temper he requires, and feel a perfect confidence
in him for support. Let my whole life be a leaning upon God.”

“* Let me place duty on the ground of privilege, and consider
every opportunity of employing time usefully a favor; and ask
only, What is duty? in every state.”

*“ When any particular sin ocecurs to my mind, let me connecct
it with an act of humiliation before (God, so that even sin shall
lead to a communion with God.”

“ Let me decide upon the quantity and cxtent of any pleasure
which is right, before indulging in it, so as to avoid all painful
balancing of mind. Let every meal be an exercise of self~govern-
ment ; eating considerately, and recalling its designed end.”

““ Let me live in continual preparation for prayer, in such a state
of mind that I may immediately engage in it.”

‘¢ Let one hour after dinner each day be given to intercession,
to meditating upon and devising good, and as much of the after-
noon as is necessary to accomplishing it.”

¢ In conversation, let me draw persons from evil speaking and
contention, and painful or injurious subjects, by catching some
thought suggested, and making it the ground of remark.”

¢ Let me strive to connect every personal enjoyment with acts
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of kindness to my neighbor. Whenever I enjoy, let me ask, How
can I impart and diffuse this happiness? and let me make every
pleasure a bond of friendship, a ground of communion, and estcem
it chiefly on this account. When I suffer, let me ask, How can I
relieve similar suffering, wherever it exists* and so quicken sympa-
thy and improve experience.”

““ When I have any portion of time not devoted to any particular
purpose, let me ask, Can I not spend it with God? Let me seize
it as a peculiarly privileged season.”

““ Religious exercises are God's armor to defend us, the means
of grace, support, and glory. Hence union with Christ is a ground
of fruitfulness. Christ is all-important to us as a substantial,
steady exhibition of virtue, not fleeting or unsubstantial.”

‘“‘ Ilave access to God, as if introduced to his presence. Seek
God ; seek the sight of him ; observe him in all things.”

¢ Let me every day give away something, and daily deny myself
something, that I may have more to give.”

““ Be very careful to open and close the day with devotion. Pray
before going to meals, or entering society, or engaging in study
and composition. On Sunday, let me preach over to myself the
sermon, and pray for its success, before I go to the desk; read
works of sober devotion till the exercises of the day are over;
after service, consider how far I have been faithful and conducted
as a minister should ; after supper, retire to examine, humble, and
devote myself; and until bed-time, reflect upon the character and
love of the Redeemer.”

“* I wish to gain a calm energy, a strong principle of love and in-
dependence.”

¢ I wish to gain clearness of conception, a distinct and simple mode
of considering objects. I should be careful at first to separate from
a subject everything foreign to it, and place it in as clear a light as
possible.”

¢ Amidst the multitude of objects perceived and remembered,
there must be selection.  Great objects make great minds. Hence
God, eternity, heaven, the kingdom of Christ, the perfection of the
world, our highest good, — these should be our objects.”

“To perceive the true end of existence, and the means to that
end, is to improve the mind. We have a complex end, yet a har-
monious one. The glory and kingdom of God, the holiness and
happiness of mankind, our own eternal good, — these conspire.”

““ A wise man seeks to shine in himself; a fool to ontshine others.
The former is humbled by a sense of his infirmities ; the latter is
lifted up by the discovery of the faults of others. The wise man



106 EARLY MINISTRY. [Zr. 23-34,

considers what he wants; the fool what he abounds in. The wise
man is happy in his own approbation ; the fool, in the applause of
his fellows.”

‘¢ We should desire to have every idea connected in our minds,
as its object is in nature, so that a clear view of it shall arise before
us. Distinet conception is important. Wide views of beings and
events should be desired. We should seek to see all things in
their just extent, clearly, forcibly. All thoughts which they sug-
gest should be connected in their ratural order, be grasped at once, so
as to form a complete view.”

¢ Everything may be viewed as a sign of God’s will and char-
acter ; and our thoughts, after tracing an object, should at length
ascend to this all-important end, — Should I be sluggish in such a
world as this?”

“The perfection of mind is to have a propensity to seck agree-
able and interesting objects, to have attention turn spontaneously
to beauties of nature, excellences of human character, God's per-
fections. A mind thus filled is always improving, always happy.
A mind which turns to disagreeable things, party agitations, future
uncertainties, &c., must be depraved. All objects may be viewed
as expressions of goodness.”

“« How to keep the mind open to every source of enjoyment, to
the little pleasures which surround us? There is a possibility of
laboring too hard for this. We generally get so far absorbed in
some care, as to become insensible to the variety of pleasing objects.
Is there not an easy, disengaged state of mind very favorable to a
succession of minute enjoyments? There is somectimes an exhilara-
tion of mind which throws a glory over every object, and seems to
give new sensibility to every taste.”

* He is miserable who makes pleasure his business. God de-
signs us for activity, pursuit of ends, — efficiency. Action origi-
nating in God, and attended with the consciousness of his favor, is
the highest source of enjoyment. Every pleasure should be an ex-
pression of God's pleasure, and should bind us to those around us.
Does not this state of mind invite pleasures of every description?
Does it not open our eyes to all varieties of good?”

‘- Is it not possible to allow no unpleasant objects to dwell upon
our minds any longer than we can derive benefit from them? May
we not bring our sensibilities to pain very much under our own con-
trol, and use them only for discipline? How should every oppor-
tunity be seized for invigorating our minds and active powers,
perseverance, firmness, fortitude, application, so that energetic,
successful, unwearied labor may be the result!”
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His inward state is with like simplicity made manifest in papers
of a devotional character, written apparently in part for his own
private use, in part as preparative for the family altar and the pulpit.
The tone of his piety, pervading as it did all thought and action,
may be best understood from a few extracts.

““ () God! the Centre of all pure spirits, the Everlasting Good-
ness, we come to thee. Thou art the happiness of'.heaven; and
thy presence, felt by the soul that communes with thee, is the
highest good. Ignorant of thee, we know nothing aright ; wander-
ing from thee, we lose all light and peace; forgetting thee, we
turn our minds from the noblest object of thought; and without
love to thee, we are separated from infinite loveliness, and from the
only substantial and sufficient source of joy. Thou hast an inex-
haustible fulness of life ; and thine unceasing communications take
nothing from thy power to bless. Thou art infinitely better than
all thy gifts, and through all we desire to rise to thee.”

““We thank thee for the proofs thou givest of thy essential,
pure, and perfect benignity, so that through all c¢louds and dark-
ness we can see a gracious Father. In this world of shadows,
this fleeting tide of things, this life of dreams, we rejoice that
there is a Reality, sure, unchanging, in which we may find rest;
that there is a Power which can cleanse us from all sin, raise us to
all virtue and happiness, and give us endless growth. Ilow great
is our privilege, that we have such an object for our hope and
trust, — that our souls may contemplate infinite loveliness, great-
ness, goodness, — that we may at all times commune with the
Best of Beings!”

“ For thy inviolable faithfulness, thy impartial justice, thy un-
erring wisdom, thy unfathomable counsels, thy unwearied carve,
thy tender mercey, thy resistless power, we adore thee. For the
splendor spread over all thy works, and still more for the higher
beauty of the soul, of which the brightness of creation is but the
emblem and faint shadow, we thank thee. O, let thy love affect
our hearts, let us feel its reality, constancy, tenderness! To thee
we owe all.  Thine is the health of our bodies, the light of our
minds, the warmth of affection, the guiding voice of conscience.
Whatever knowledge of virtuous impressions we have derived from
the society of friends, the conversation of the wise and good, the
care of instructors, the researches of past ages, we desire to trace
gratefully to thee. We rejoice that we depend on thee, the Father
of Spirits, whose requisitions are so reasonable, whose government
is so mild, whose influences are so ennobling. How unspeakably
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great is thy goodness! And all our other blessings are as nothing,
when compared with the sublime, pure, infinite glory to which we
are called by the gospel of thy Son.”

*“We are infinitely honored in being under thy protection, and
having all our affairs overruled by thy providence. We thank thee
for every good influence imparted to our minds, for every holy
aspiration, gvery motive of conscience; for the countless materials
of happiness, and our power over nature ; for the light which thou
hast thrown upon the darkness of life’s trials; for the success with
which thou hast crowned the labors of reflecting men in exploring
thy works; for the blessings of civilization and knowledge ; for
our capacities of improvement ; for our domestic relations, and for
their influence in softening and improving our nature; for all the
wisdom, purity, love, communicated to the human race; for the
illustrious examples thou hast raised up, in successive ages. of en-
lightened piety and disinterested virtue: for the influence which
eminent men have exerted, for the splendor they have shed on
human nature, for the encouragement of their example in the
pursuit of excellence ; and. above all, for our redemption by Jesus
Christ, the privilege of access to thee, the hope of pardon, the
influences of thy spirit, the prospect of immortality.”

““ We thank thee, that thou bast set us in families, in neighhor-
hoods, in communities ; that thou hast made of one blood all men,
thus uniting us in and by a common nature to the whole human
race, and giving us means, motives, and opportunitics to exercise
a continually extending love. We thank thee for Jesus Christ;
that he came, not to bless one people or one age, but all nations
and times ; that he came to establish such a religion, to seal such a
covenant ; that he came to be a-bright manifestation of God, to
give everlasting happiness. For a Saviour so excellent, so suited
to our wants, so fitted to awaken our love, to inspire holy and de-
lightful attachment, to ecall out our whole hearts, we thank thee.
We bless thee that man’s sins have served to manifest and glorify
thy mercy, to show forth thine essential, inexhaustible goodness,
so that our unworthiness has formed a new ground for love and
thankfulness to thee.”

“* May Christ be precions to us; teach us his worth, his glory,
so that we may love him and rejoice in him with joy unspeakable.
May a sense of the greatness of the evils from which he came to
deliver, and of the blessings which he can bestow, excite our sensi-
bility, gratitude, desire, and lead our minds to dwell on him. Let
sin be our greatest burden; may all life’s ills seem light in com-
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parison with it; may we groan for deliverance from it, and be more
carnest in resisting it than in resisting all other evils; and may we
welcome Christ as our saviour from it.”

*¢ Communicate and quicken spiritual life. May our souls be
warm with life. Save us from an inanimate and sluggish state.
Teach us thy purity, how great thy abhorrence of evil, how irrec-
oncilable thy hatred of it, and may we all partake of the same
abhorrence of sin. Increase our sensibility to evil ; may we shun
every appearance of it and repel the first temptation; and in a
world where example is so corrupt, we beseech thee to arm us with
a holy fortitude.”

““ Inspire us with a generous love of virtue, of rectitude, of
holiness. May we prefer it even to life. Animate us to adhere to
good in every danger. May nothing on earth move us or shake
our steadfastness. Increase onr sensibility to good; may we see
more and more its loveliness and beauty.”

¢ Animate us to cheerfulness. May we have a jovful sense of
our blessings, learn to look on the bright circumstances of our lot,
and mamntain a perpetual contentedness under thy allotments.
Fortify our minds against disappointment and calamity. Preserve
us from despondency, from yielding to dejection. Teach us that
no evil is intolerable but a guilty conscience, and that nothing can
hurt us, if with true loyalty of affection we keep thy commandments
and take refuge in thee.”

“*“ May every day add brightness and energy to our conceptions
of thy lovely and glorious character. Give us a deeper sense of
thy presence, and instruct us to nourish our devoutness by every
scene of nature and every event of providence. Assist us to con-
secrate our whole being and existence to thee, our understandings
to the knowledge of thy character, our hearts to the veneration
and love of thy perfections, our wills to the choice of thy com-
mands, our active energies to the accomplishment of thy purposes,
our lives to thy glory, and every power to the imitation of thy
goodness. Be thou the centre, life, and sovercign of our souls.”

"Thus carnestly was Mr. Channing secking perfect peace and un-
clouded light. He believed, and acted on the faith, that only the
purity of heart which is blessed by seeing God ecan fit a man to be
the spiritual teacher of his fellows; and as the condition for use-
fulness, he opened his inmost will to receive the Divine life of love.
It certainly is not surprising that a nature so sensitive and tender,
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especially when compelled to undue action by ill health, should
have manifested its struggles in a somewhat austere gravity of
manner. But water gains erystal clearness by percolating the
sands ; and the very severity of his self-discipline gave sweetness
more and more to his social intercourse.

For the first few months after his settlement, Mr. Channing
lived, as we have seen, with some parishioners and friends. But
even their devoted kindness could not fill the void in his affections ;
and in a letter to bis sister Ann, to whom he was most fondly
attached, we find him writing, ** I am sad; my sister, come and
cheer me.” It was soon in his power, however, to gratify this
desire for domestic love by removing his mother and the family to
Boston. Ilis brother Francis and he had long since agreed, that,
for the end of insuring their ability to aid their mother and her
other children, one of them should remain unmarried for at least
ten yvears; and as his salary was a more certain income than his
brother’s professional gains, who, though rapidly rising to distinction
as a lawyer, was not vet established in lucrative business, he now
took it upon himself to fulfil the arrangement. So he wrote to his
mother that he had a parsonage which he could not occupy, and fuel
which he could not burn; and that she would save him much waste
and trouble by turning them to good use. He well knew that she
could not afford to leave her house and large garden at Newport,
without such an addition to her means as he thus placed at her dis-
posal; but he chose to represent himself as the person obliged, by
pleading his need of her guardianship. She yielded to his affec-
tionate appeal, and in a short time he had the satisfaction of seeing
the home circle gathered round him, beneath his own roof, blessed
by his bounty, and enjoying the best opportunities for happiness and
improvement.

The tact with which he sought to conceal —even from himself,
if it might be — his kindness, proved its temper. His father had
left so small a property, that it was quite inadequate to the support
and education of the growing family; and by surrendering for
their use the greater part of his salary, William changed their con-
dition from that of want to one of competence. But while thus
supplyving them with the means of comfort and culture, his words and
acts rather tended to give the impression that they were nowise
dependent upon him, but only on the family estate. Without, of
course, employing deception, he yet was sedulous to keep from the
partakers of his benefits the knowledge that he was their benefac-
tor. *‘I was often amused, and still oftener filled with veneration,”
writes a brother, ¢ by the mode in which he talked of the necessity
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of punctually paying his board to our mother, and placed his funds
in her hands, as he said, for safe keeping, withdrawing only such
trifling sums as he absolutely needed.” All extra fees were given,
as their rightful perquisite, to his sisters; and as years passed on,
and the wants and desires of the various members of the family
unfolded, each day but gave new proofs of his ever thoughtful, ever
delicate affection. His outlays for them, in addition to his large
charities abroad, were so considerable, that, though his salary was
for those times ample, being at first twelve hundred, and afterwards
fifteen hundred dollars, he never laid up a cent, and was often
wholly destitute. ** Well do I remember,” said one of his near rel-
atives, ‘* how pained he was at the time of my marriage, when he
wished to make me a wedding present, and had but fifty dollars to
give. He could not help then telling me how poor he was.” Thus,
for ten years and more, did he faithfully redeem the first words
spoken to his mother after his ordination, when she said, ** Now,
William, I must give you up!” O, no!” he replied, ** you shall
never find that the duties of the Christian minister are inconsistent
with those of the son.”

A slight sketch of his constant little sacrifices in the petty details
of life may most clearly show how he appeared to those who lived
with him in the nearest relations, and who knew him best. He had
always been strict in his habits of self-denial, in food, dress, and
every mode of expenditure ; but he was now more simple than ever,
and seemed to have hecome incapable of any form of selt-indul-
gence. e took the smallest room in the house for his study, though
he might easily have commanded one more light, airy, and in every
way more suitable; and chose for his slecping-chamber an attic,
which he shared with a younger brother. The furniture of the lat-
ter might have answered for the cell of an anchorite, and consisted
of a hard mattress on a cot-bedstead, plain wooden chairs and
table, with matting on the floor. It was without fire, and to cold
he was through life extremely sensitive ; but he never complained,
or appeared in any way to be conscious of inconvenience. In ill-
ness only would he change for the time his apartment, and aceept
a few comforts. The dress, too, that he habitually adopted, was of
inferior quality ; and garments were constantly worn which the
world would call mean, though an almost feminine neatness preserved
him from the least appearance of personal neglect. The only luxury
he would indulge himself in was annually to lay out a small sum in
increasing his seanty library. ** Never did I know him to be guilty
of a selfish act,” testifies his brother; ¢t and he shrank from any
mention of his incessant kinduness, as if the least allusion to it
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gave him pain.” These few mementos are, indeed, quite unpre-
tending ; but their very humbleness may serve to show how vital
was the root of love from which such ever fresh disinterestedness
bloomed forth.

A few further extracts from his journals will exhibit how his social
affections were trained to an unreserved lovalty to conscience.

‘¢ Let me pay peculiar attention to family prayer, to make Serip-
ture interesting and prayer solemn. Let me pray for them in se-
cret daily. Let me attend to their reading, improve their minds.
Let me attend to the religion of the domesties, and give them equal
privileges with the rest on the Sabbath and in the family exercises.
Let me regard the wants of all, and live sacrificing my own will and
desires to theirs, abounding in affectionate services, and remember-
ing them always as those whom God has pointed out to me as my
peculiar objects.

¢ Let me endeavor to interest all in good pursuits, continually
propose kind ends, make active benevolence their spring, and
excite them to a course of pious, loving life.

¢ Let me in conversation avoid finding fault, satire, severity ; let
me express the spirit and power, rather than the speculations, of
divinity ; let me communicate liberally whatever knowledge I ac-
quire, and raise our social intercourse.

¢ Let me encourage and share innocent pleasures, contribute all
in my power to their happiness, make them feel my affection, and
convince them that love, not bigoted severity, leads to my cautious
and solemn admonition.

** Let me cultivate harmony and mutual affection, strive to make
home interesting from peacc and love and mutual interest and regard.

* Encourage private prayer morning and evening among
them.

¢t Let me promote unity of sentiment, especially on religious and
most interesting subjects.

¢ Let me live with them as immortal beings, and have in view
the end of present existence.

““ In the morning, when I see any of my friends after the night’s
separation, let me receive them as new gifts from God, as raised
from the dead.

* My mother has been quite ill. I have never seen her so much
reduced. For a day or two my fears were not a little excited. I
felt more sensibly than I ever did before, that this nearest, best, of
earthly friends was mortal. Thanks to a merciful Providence, she
is regaining her strength. It is a pleasing consideration, that her
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children have been able to repay a little of her kindness ; but how

[ ]

little can parental Kindness be requited !

That his sense of duty was at this time even tyrannieal, Mr.
Channing recognized in later life, and regretted that this stern
nurse had cramped the action of his native impulses by too close
swathing ; but he had not then learned that the true art of moral
culture is to balance extravagant tendencies by quickening those
which are languid, and that growth is a safer means of harmony in
character than repression. Ile painfully felt, too. that his solemnity
repelled those whom he longed to win, and cast a shade over the
cirele he would have rejoiced to brighten.  And, indeed, had it not
heen for his greatness of heart, dignity, assiduous atieetion, and
evidently lofty aims, his constant staidness of deportment would
have been irksome.  For the other members of the family presented
in manners an amusing contrast to this beloved friend, whom,
highly as they honored him. it was not in their will to imitate. The
mother, as we have seen, had inherited from her father a vivacious
temper, keen perceptions, a wit as sharp as it was droll, and a sin-
cerity of thought and speech, which made light of conventionalities,
and swept away respeetable pretences like cobwebs.  Her sallies,
given out in the plainest Anglo-Saxon, sometimes sounded strangely
as a responsc to her son’s guarded words, especially when the char-
acters of others, or passing events, were under discussion. And
the hilarity of the younger brothers and sisters would have jarred
in discord with his taciturn ways, had not his considerateness been
so genuine.  Self-possessed in the midst of them, however, he
allaved all differences, and melted them into one. Ile devoted him-
self also to the culture of his sisters, read and conversed with them
at certain portions of the day, was watehful over their manners,
and as they came forward in life schooled himself to leave behind
the student’s gown, and accompanied them into the delightful cireles
which the influence of his talents opened to the members of his
houschold.  In the friendly groups, too, which his mother’s hos-
pitable and genial temper gathered round her fireside, he endeavored
to act his part.  But it was plain that he was not at home in fes-
tive scenes of any kind.  Ilis conversation was at all times and in
all places connected, grave, and on themes of high interest. Ile
could not unbend. And intent as he was on subjects which ab-
sorbed his whole spiritual energy, he actually had neither inclination
nor even the sense of liberty to relax.  In a word, he was striving
forever to press onward and upward; and chiefly longed to bear
those whom he loved with him in his ascent.

8
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But though thus serious, he was most loving. His gentleness of
character showed itself in all social relations. If controversies and
warm debates arose, he had the skill to smooth the storm by soft
words and calm looks. If scandal was introduced, he changed the
topic; and if any one’s reputation was attacked, he would say,
with quiet firmness, ¢ Pray, stop! for if you continue these re-
marks, I shall feel bound to repeat every word to the person of
whom you are speaking.” The effect was to stifle all desire of
crimination. The same disposition appeared in his liberality to-
wards those who diftered in religious opinions. ¢ William. is no
Quaker, vou see,” said his mother one day to a friend, with whom
he was pleasantly talking upon their opposite views. ** No,” an-
swered he; **and E did not expeet to find me one; but there
is a common ground of Christian feeling, where, without distinction
of name, we can unite in belief, that the sincere worshippers of God
are the accepted of God.”

As another illustration, this little incident may be mentioned.
Busy in studies, in visits among his parish, and in charitable move-
ments, or calls on the sick and needy, the week passed away, and
left him on Saturday usually unprepared. A. colored teacher, who
was occupied in his school duties on other days, but who was anx-
ious to improve himself by Mr. Channing’s society, took occasion
on the leisure afternoon to visit him, and frequently prolonged his
stay into’ the evening. The mother was greatly annoyed at secing
her son’s last precious hours thus broken in upon. But though it
obliged him oftentimes to sit up late in the night, and to finish his
sermons while the morning bell was ringing, he would never allow
his colored friend to be denied.

Generosity pervaded his conduct. To the erring he was consist-
ently forbearing. Two instances may show this trait. A domestic,
in whom the family placed confidence, professed ¢ to be converted
to religion,” at some revival in the society to which she belonged,
and was very strict in her devotions and attendance at meeting.
The members of the family soon detected her, however, in the com-
mission of indiscriminate petty thefts. When accused, she was
highly indignant at heing suspected ; but as the property was found
in her possession, her hypocrisy was clear. Mr. Channing did
nothing in relation to the affair but to converse with her, giving her
the most earnest counsel in his power, and then allowed her to de-
part. Ile expressed for her only the deepest pity ; mentioning as
his reason, that ‘¢ she had been brought up in an almshouse, and
had received no good influences in early life.” The amount taken
was quite large : but he considered it wrong to inflict a legal pen-
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alty upon one whom society had so neglected ; and, if he had fol-
lowed his own inclination, would have kept her in his service, and
have sought to reclaim her. On another occasion, though at a
somewhat later period of life, he rented a place in the country for
the summer, with the obligation on his part of keeping it in order.
The gardener whom he hired, however, proved faithless, sold the
valuable vegetables and fruits, and injured the grounds and trees
by lus carelessness, leaving the loss to fall on his employer.  The
man became ill, and for the end of encouraging him to reform, Mr.
Channing paid him his full wages. and, atter exposing to him the
baseness of his conduet, gave him his best advice, and pardoned
the offence. _

The distaste for social enjovments, which has been noticed,
donbtless was creased by Mr. Channing’s poor state of health:
for lassitude followed all exertion, and physical depression cast a
chill upon a naturally glowing temper. And for the end of ena-
bling all to disc¢riminate between the essential man and the accidents
of lis organization, it secms necessary to set this fact of his chronic
debility in a distinet light.  In our present ignorance of the vela-
tions of body to spirit, indeed, we can never decide how far morbid
action in either is a cause or an effect; but their muotual depend-
ence is plain enough. It needs only to be said, then, that from the
time of his residence at Richmond till his death. he never knew a
day of unimpaired vigor. The common services of the pulpit pros-
trated him 3 unusual efforts brought fever, alternating with dulness ;
earncst conversation cost sleepless nights: exercise, except of the
most moderate kind., was rather exhausting than refreshing ; he
yearly lost weeks and months by inability to study or write : and to
one who knew him. it only seemed surprising that he could accom-
plish so much. Had he but retained the buoyancy of early years,
he might, by scholarship and by public and social labors, have shed
abroad a light, beside which his actual suceess would be dim. On
the other hand, indeed, it may be asked, whether his river of life
did not gain depth from the narrow channel through which it was
forced to roll? Fortitude, purity, concentration, mayv have in some
degree compensated him for lack of strength. But to one who
believes that God has forever established a harmony between the
spiritual and natural worlds, it must in all eases appear probable
that the teachings of health will be more large, sound. varied, rich,
than those of sickness. Yet he struggled bravelv with his fate.
He knew that his own imprudence had done much to cause his in-
firmity, and humbly accepted the limits-which it imposed, while he
steadily sought to regain and keep the largest measure of power.
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““ The very serupulous care that he took of himself,” writes a sister,
*was a sacrifice to duty. Most beautiful, too, was his thoughtful-
ness to avoid being a burden upon others. His patience was un-
varving. I can recall one instance of a feverish attack during the
heat of summer.  We had been fanning him during the day, and
he had scemed as tranquil as a sleeping infant; but to our great
surprise, when the physician came in towards evening, he entreated
him to give him something to allay the restlessness which was al-
most bevond his hearing or power of control. But when was he
otherwise than gentle!”™ Thus his very weaknesses formed a new
bond of affectionate respect.  Ile saw with pity the habits of effem-
inacy and self-indulgence which constant regard to one’s own state
too often breeds in the invalid, and systematically guarded against
such temptations.  With the pride of an energetic character, too,
he felt the shame of seeming to be a valetudinarian. But the keen-
est pain he suffered was, from being forced to halt when he would
have hastened. and to leave untried many a promising plan of self-
culture and ot uscfulness. This was the true cross to a spirit so
earnest in hope, comprehensive in sympathy, conscientious, and
brave ; and nothing could have been more manly than the uncom-
plaining serenity with which he hore it.

Mr. Channing chicefly lamented his want of strength because he
was thereby hampered in his private studies, and in schemes of pro-
fessional activity.  He did what he could. and too often much more
than he oucht, but feil far short of his ideal. and saw all round
him fields white for the harvest, when his arm was too feeble to put
in the sickle and reap.  Yet, from Ins first appearance in the pulpit,
he made a sensation such as had been long unknown in Boston,
distinguished as many of her ministers justly were.  The highest
among them, Dr. Kirkland. said truly of him, and of Buckminster,
who came forward two vears later, that they had introduced **a
new era in preaching.” Their congregations were thronged; and
when either of them was to take his turn at the Thursday lecture in
Chauncy Place, the usually thin audience at that antiguated service
became a crowd,

Immediately after Mr. Channing’s settlement, the small society
in Federal Street was much enlarged by the numbers drawn around
the voung, devoted. eloquent pastor; and from that time forward
steadily grew, until, in 1809, the old church was taken down, and
the corner-stone laid of the large building which afterward occupied
its place. The devoutly disposed in the community looked to him
with the hope that he might be a means of fanning once more to
flame the smouldering ashes on the altars of piety. The serious-
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ness of his deportment, the depth and sweetness of his voice, the
pathos with which he read the Scriptures and sacred poetry, the
solemnity of his appeals, his rapt and Kindling enthusiasm. his
humble, trustful spirit of prayer, his subdued feeling, so expressive
of persondl experience, made religion a new reality ; while his
whole air and look of spirituality won them to listen by its mild
and somewhat melancholy beauty. The most tritling saw in him =
man thoroughly in earnest, who spoke not of dreams and ftictions,
but of facts with which he was intimately conversant; awdl the
serious gladly welcomed one who led the way, and beckoned them
nearer to the holy of holies which they aspired to enter.  Intellect-
ual people, too, were attracted by the power and grace of his pulpit
adilresses.  He opened to them a large range of thought, presented
clear, connected, and complete views of various topics, roused their
facultics of discernmment by nice discriminations and exact state-
ments, and gratified their taste by the finished simplicity of his
style.  DBut the novelty, perhaps, that chiefly stirred his audiences
was the directness with which he even then brought his Christian
principles to bear upon actual life.  With no flights of mystic ex-
altation, forgetful in raptures of the carth, with no abstract systems
of metaphysical theology, with no coldly elegant moral essayvs, did
he occupy the minds of his hearers. but with near and sublime ob-
jects made evident by faith, with lucid truths approved alike by
Seripture and by conscience, and with duties pressed urgently home
upon all as rules for daily practice. e saw, and made others sce.,
that life was no play-place, but a magnificent scene for glorifving
God, and a rich school for the education of spirits.  Ile showed to
men the substance, of which surrounding appearances are the
shadow ; and behind transient experiences revealed the spiritual
laws which they express.  Thus he gathered round him an enlarg-
ing circle of devoted friends, who gratefully felt that they drank in
from him new life. The old members of the society, too, for the
most part simple people of plain manners, took the heartiest delight
-in his services, while feeling just pride in his talents.  And the few
distingnished persons of the congregation knew well how to appre-
ciate his rare gifts, and to extend his fame. Thus was he in every
way favorably situated to call out his highest powers: and his
journals show how ardently he strove to fulfil the hopes which Le
knew were cherished for his usefulness.

« My great end is the promotion of the moral and rcligious in-
terests of mankind, the cause of virtue, the gospel. This is my
occupation. This end may be accomplished evervwhere. Let me
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make this study the great end of life. Let me study for this. Let
my exercise, relaxation, visits, pravers, all have this in view. Let
me eat and sleep for this. Let me never lose sight of my flock,
constantly oversee them, never leave them. Let me strive to make
them fruitful to God. direct and excite exertion for good, exhibit an
example of the life of God.”

‘“* Weekly lectures are highly important. What an influence in
the commonwealth would a general attention to religion in the capi-
tal exert! DMay not the present increased interest be a sprinkling
before the shower?”

“+ Meetings to pray for the spirit. Let me when among Chris-
tians, when visiting them, pray with them, that men may be awak-
ened to religious attention, and desire that God be glorified, Christ
obeyed, heaven sought.”

** Religious union. How to make them feel a desire of assisting,
quickening each other in a religious course. Visit the church often
in a religious manner. Pray in private and in publie for this union.
Make this the subject of conversation. DMeetings of the church;
and in order to make them useful, let me labor to hecome an
extemporaneous preacher. The church should feel that on their
prayers and zeal the salvation of others depends. Let me now
strive to quicken my church, while attention is awakened to re-
ligion.”

“‘ The influence of the church I need. T ean do little myself. I
want the brethren to be able to converse, the sisters at home to be
able to instil into the minds of their children religious truth. I
should lend suitable hooks, exalt their intellectual powers, direct
their habitual thoughts.

* Have 1 not reason to fear that many arve destitute of love to
God, to Christ, to the church, to man? Do they not confide in a
course of negative goodness? Are they not full of false hopes from
the performance of particular duties, abstinence from great erimes?
Are they not easy and satisfied because they give no positive evi-
dence of irreligion, not because they have positive evidence of re-
ligion? Do they not mistake habit for principle? Do the hopes,
pleasures, duties, difficulties of religion form any part of domestic
conversation?  Is holiness an end? Is God all in all? 1s Christ
all in all to them? Is love the habit of their soul, operating in
their whole conduet?”

** Christ came to recover men from sin. A change of heart is
the object of the gospel. In this consists the redemption of Christ.
It becomes men to weep, to feel true, hearty sorrow at sin itself, to
abhor and condemn themselves as without excuse, to feel themselves
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dependent upon free, unmerited, unobligated, sovereign grace for
pardon and renewal. Repentance lllLll.i(i(‘S unconditional submis-
sion, choice and desire that God qlmuh’i reign, should accomplish
his will, should dispose of his ercatures as seems to him best. It
supposes subjection of onrselves and others wholly to his will,
It gives all things in all times and all places to him as his own
forever.”

 T'he spirit of God is the blessing of the new covenant. The
knowledge, love, imitation, service, and enjoyment of God through
eternity are all included in this gift.  There can be no other rational,
cternal blessedness.  The spirit of God operates on the heart,
creates new exercises, and dwells in the soul of Christians by con-
stantly and immediately supporting all good affections.  Every man
must be new-born, have a new heart, a new principle, end, motive,
disposition, a change by the spirit into a meek, submissive, self-
renouncing. St‘lf-ﬂllh(ﬂlll]“’, benevolent state of soul, before he can
believe, approve, choose the gospel, and receive the kingdom of
heaven.”

* I must make the knowledge of divine truth my end. and there-
fore labor to preserve a mind fitted to discover, and a heart ready
to reccive, instruction. The disposal of time, food, &e., should all
be directed to this objeet; and every truth I receive I should labor
immediately to impress on my own heart and on others.”

** Let me unite with the most serious statedly in prayer, for the
revival of religion in the society. Let the promotion of religion be
the sole end of all exertions; let nothing else be named. O the
happiness of a religious society !

** I ought to bear my people on my heart; feel the worth of their
souls, that they have the capacity to serve, enjoy, glorify God for-
ever; feel continual heaviness and sorrow for their neglect of God ;
be fervent, unceasing in prayver; make their spiritual prosperity my
joy: mdulge in no pleasure, engage in no pursuit, which may not
subserve this end; let every worldly interest which will drive them
from my mind be resigned; let my highest anxiety, fear, hope,
desirve, atfection, be exercised toward them, that God may have a
people among them. Let me be the servant of the least among
themn for this purpose.”

‘““ Let me never talk of my zeal for souls, exeept with God; let
me avoid all egotism, and carefully abstain from mention of personal
experience on this subject; let me never condemn other ministers
as cold ; let me work where my work will not be known, among the
poor, ignorant, &c. Let me lead the serious from dependence on
me, from high thoughts of my society, to Christ. Let me labor
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most where I shall experience least approbation, and attend chiefly
to the insensible and sluggish. Let me do much in secret, pray,
struggle, and purify myself for my people ; let none know.”

““1 am sensible of a want of tenderness in my preaching. I
want to preach striking, rather than melting, sermons. Let me
seck that my heart be soft.”

*“* (rod alone can soften my people ; let me labor, therefore, chiefly
in prayer. There is great disregard to prayer among us. In pub-
lic worship preaching is exalted above prayer. Let me strive to
make this part of the service more interesting.”

“* Let me separate a portion of time for considering the nature
and importance of my office, and for exciting a holy, devout zeal, a
fervent, sincere desire for the holiness and happiness of my people.”

““ Let my visits be ministerial, serious ; let me speak plainly on
religion, attend to the character of individuals, observe their wants.
What a waste of time to male other visits! If I should see a man
of business give up two hours a day to making mere calls, T should
think him an idler. How am I Dbetter? Whence my timidity on
the subjeet of religion? I do not carry conversation far enough to
be serious, earnest, and hence seize no end with suflicient foree.”

“* Let me give courses of lectures upon various subjects, adapted
to different ages and conditions; a course to parents and heads
of families; to the church; on chureh history, with applications of
propheey ; on the evidences, for the young: weekly exhortations
to children ; a course on the duaties of the young ; on Jewish history
and antiguities ; on the testimony of nature to God; a course of
expositions ; a series on the parables; &ec.”

““ My preaching does not seem to be followed with a devout,
grateful, submissive, holy spirit in my church. I do not witness
fervor and happiness from the prospect and hope of heaven.  Their
religious conversation limited to a few topics, heartless, cold, un-
interesting!  Whence 1s this? I feel increasing doubts about my
suceess.  However, we are commanded not to faint. I say to my-
self, One soul saved; and I feel that such an object deserves all
exertion.”

“*The children are members of the church of Christ; earnest,
affectionate attention is due to them. I mast catechise them, pray
with them, teach them to pray; suggest subjects which they can
illustrate ; give them texts to remember ; instruct them in the duties
peculiar to their age, and in the doctrines suited to them.”

These resolves were carried into deeds ; and he was at this period
an indefatigcable pastor. Ie visited constantly, had periodical
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prayer-meetings, and meetings for conversation and religious in-
struction, — varying them as seemed best fitted to keep interest
alive, — and, indeed, practised most of the modes which, though
rare then, have now become common, for quickening religious
sensibility and producing Christian union. To the sick he was a
faithful friend, and entered into their anxieties and hopes with a
touching devoutness, that lifted up their spirits as on angel wings
in praver.  Into the chamber of death he came with the auroral
light of' the resurrection upon his brow. And to the mourner he
showed the manna of consolation forever dropping on the desert.
Yet sometimes his quick sensibility subdued him.  When one of
his oldest and most dear parishioners, Mr. Thomas Davis, was
dying, he left the weeping group around the bedside, and coming
to the church amidst the then small band of his parishioners, so
intimate with cach other that they seemed like one fumily, he en-
deavored to commend the departing soul to the ITeavenly FFather.
But his voice died in the utterance ; he sank his head on the desk,
and burst into tears. A sob ran through the congregation, and
then there was stillness.  On one other occasion, when visiting a
family lately bereaved, he sat down with the cirele of mourners,
and after remaining for a long time in silence, as if overcome with
the fulness of his feelings, he uttered a groan, rose, and left the
room. But these were exceptions.  He usually had perfect self-
control, and wore an air of screne cheerfulness, that spread a con-
tagious calmness over troubled hearts.

In the children of the society he felt the deepest interest. Ile
liked to gather them after service around the pulpit; when, coming
down, he would converse with them. and give them familiar lessons.
This was before the custom of Sunday schools was introduced.
Later in his ministry, he and his friend Thacher prepared their
well-known eatechism.  But at first he confined himself chiefly to
oral instruction. Ile is remembered as having been very success-
ful in making these addresses simple and attractive, clothing
beautiful thoughts in intelligible language, and addressing them to
his young friends with a benignant smile, that won their confidence
and opened their hearts,  1Te once pleasantly remarvked, that the
most satisfactory compliment he had ever received was from a little
oirl, who told her mother, ** I understood every word he said.”
Iis respect tor children was, indeed, singularly strong ; and respect
is the only word that can fitly express the trust he felt and mani-
fested in their purity. e had, from tue first, a profound love for
their native honor, their quick moral intuitions, their truth and
innocence.  And once, when looking at the eorpse of a beautiful



122 EARLY MINISTRY. [XEr. 23-34,

child, he said, ‘I consider those so early taken as mysteriously
privileged.”

While thus devoted to his own congregation, and made every
vear more and more an object of interest to the community at large
by the good influences which were seen to flow from his pulpit, Mr.
Channing became widely known also by the useful custom of ex-
changes, so universal in New England. In making these he limited
himself to no denomination, but freely held intercourse with all who
were seeking divine light and life. So indiscriminate, indeed, was
he in this respect, that it was found difficult for many years to as-
sign him a place in any of the sects, which the increasing temper of
exclusiveness was gradually forming. Alternately he was claimed
and disowned by all, being himself, as we shall hereafter see, chiefly
anxious to shun controversy, and to keep the transparent heaven
of religion unobscured by the clouds of theological disputes. Still,
it was chiefly in Boston, and among the liberai divines of that
capital, that his exchanges were necessarily made ; and in their
societies he was at all times a favorite preacher, thongh not a few
complained of his gloom, and very many preferred the sententious
wisdom, quaintness, sagacity, and rich variety of Kirkland, and
the chaste earnestness, the scholarly fulness of allusion, the elegance
of style, and eloquent oratory of Buckminster. Such hearers often
carried doubtless to the religious assembly their delightful associ-
ations with the superior conversational gifts of those gentlemen,
who were hoth distinguished for wit, pleasantry, anéedote, and that
easy play of fancy which illuminates with transient charm the topic
of the hour, and whose manners contrasted favorably with Mr.
Channing’s absorbed air, his almost judicial moral severity, and his
evident distaste for the eurrent trifles which polish the surface of life.

To each of these distinguished men he was bound by ties of
strong friendship, and he felt for their talents and acquirements a
respect which they cordially reciprocated. Under date of Novem-
ber, 1806, we find Mr. Buckminster thus writing to him from Paris,
whither he had been driven to recruit by the malady which so
prematurcly eclipsed his bright genius.

¢« Before this reaches you, you will be restored, I trust, to your
people; for truly I am very anxious for the religious situation of
Boston, deprived, as it now is, in three societies, of regular pastors.
I am sometimes ashamed of myself, when I think that I am here in
Paris in perfect idleness, while you are sinking under the labors of
your ministry. But God grant that we may be able to congratulate
each other next summer, upon meeting, as I hope we shall, in
health, and taught by our sufferings to cherish more carefully than
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ever this inestimable gift of our Maker, and not to draw upon it too
fast, so that we may use it longer and more sacredly in the service
of our people and for the interests of truth. Favewell, my dear
friend ! I pray that I may soon hear of your perfect recovery. Re-
member my dear people as often as you can.
““ Your friend and brother,
. 8. B.”

For Mr. Samuel C. Thacher, too, — who studied divinity under
his care, and who became the beloved minister of the New South
Church, when Dr. Kirkland was ecalled to the station that, after
1810, he filled with so much honor to himself and to the institution,
of the Presidency of Harvard University, — he cherished the warm-
est esteem, to which Mr. Thacher responded by most reverent love.

“The many admirable principles T have heard from you,” writes
his young friend, *‘ I shall endeavor always to recollect, and it shall
be my prayer to the Giver of all good, that I may not be unworthy
the regard of the virtuous and wise. Remember me with much love
to your brother, and believe me, my dear Sir, with all possible grati-
tude and affeetion, your friend, o, C. T

On the occasion of this young brother’s settlement, — whose
opening talents and virtues Mr. Channing watched with the most
tender interest, by whose example he felt himself animated, and to
whoimn he was constantly more and more closely bound by harmony
in views and spiritual sympathy, —he entered the following reflec-
tions in his journal : —

¢ 1811, May 16. This week is peculiarly eventful and interest-
ing. Yesterday I assisted at the ordination of my friend, S. C.
Thacher. I presented him the right hand of fellowship.  This
event should reecall to me the day when I devoted myself to the
Christian ministry. Ilave I been a faithful, diligent minister, in-
quiring for every means of doing good to my people, and devoted
most sincerely to theiv improvement?  Let me be quickened by this
event, which has connected with me a young man whom I esteem
and love. Let me confer with him on the means of benefiting our
societies. Let me save him, if possible, from my errors. Let me
avoid every feeling of rivalship.  Merciful God, render him a better
man and Christian than myself. Have I made sufficient sacrifices
to the young men who have studied with me? Ilave I paid atten-
tions, instead of expecting them? Let me endeavor to excite my
young brother to great fervor and activity, and let me ecatch the
same warmth from him. I fear, I feel, that I and my brethren are
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not sufficiently engaged, and not desirous enough to see fruits from
our labors. 1 am not ready to live a suffering life for Jesus Christ.
My Saviour! may I think of thy cross, of what thou hast endured
for human happiness, and may I count it my highest honor to be a
partaker of thy sufferings.”

And again he thus writes of him to a friend : —

* Heaven can hardly bestow on me a greater blessing than the
friendship of Thacher. The purity of his character and life, and
his devotion to his profession, render him peculiarly important to us
at this time.”

Thus cordial, honorable, mutually beneficial, and every way manly,
were the relations between these friends and a large circle of their
brethren. But the days of one of the noblest of them were numbered.
On the 9th of June, 1812, the sad tidings of the death of Buckminster
threw the whole community into grief. How deeply Mr. Channing
mourned with others the destruction of the hopes which clustered
round this gifted and accomplished man appears from many of his
papers of that period.  He was himself absent at the time from home ;
but when he came back. he preached by request a funeral sermon
before the Brattle Street Society, and to his own people spoke as
follows :

¢« On returning to this place, I am not permitted to see and
embrace a Christian brother, a fellow-laborer in the gospel, whom
1 left in the midst of usefulness, — one of the brightest ornaments
of his profession, and of this country, — whose vigor of mind,
whose eloquence, whose picty, whose sincere devotion to the in-
terests of Christianity, I have witnessed with inereasing pleasure
and increasing hope. But God, who imparted to this highly
favored servant such unusual gifts, who kindled this superior in-
tellect, has suddenly removed him from his wide sphere of honor
and usefulness. That vou followed to the tomb this righteous man
with serious thought and sorrowful reflection I cannot doubt. My
own heart sunlk within me, when I heard the painful tidings of his
death. 1T felt for the loss I had experienced as an individual ; but
this sorrow was faint, compared with my painful sensc of the heavy
loss which our churches had experienced.”

And in a letter he thus expresses himself: —

¢« Buckminster’s death gives me many painful and solicitous fecl-
ings in relation to the interests of religion in this place. People
here, as you well know, are attached to religious institutions, not
so much by a sense of the value of religion as by their love to their
minister; and I fear that their zeal will grow cold, when their
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ministers are removed. I wish that there were more attachment
to the truth, and less to the man who delivers it. The loss of Mr.
Buckminster appears to me irreparable. I know no man who
unites so many gifts from nature, so many acquisitions from study,
and such power of rendering religion interesting to all classes of
society, especially to the improved, the polished, the fashionable.”

As a last act of honor to this already celebrated preacher, he,
with Mr. S. C. Thacher, Mr. Buckminster's move particular friend,
was requested to seleet and prepare a portion of his serinons for
the press.

¢« Mr. Buckminster’s papers,” writes Mr. George Ticknor, ** came
into my hands after his death, so that T had a good deal to do
with this publication, — a circumstance which I mention as aceount-
ing for my knowledge of the facts in relation to it.  Mr. Channing
undertook it, T think, with interest and pleasure, and gave a good
deal of time toit; though of course the labor and responsihility
came chiefly on Mr. Thacher. The three sermons on Faith, and
the sermon on Philemon. attracted, I believe, more of his attention
than any others. In the last, an omission was made at his sug-
gestion ; but it may be worth notice, in reference to the opinions
he afterwards entertained on the subject, that the strong phrases
in the discourse that touch slavery did not exeite his attention. At
least, I am satisfied that he made no remarks about them: and I
remember the way in which he went over the whole of the sermon.
What most struck me, throughout his examination of the manu-
seripts. was his interest in Mr. Buckminster’s reputation. and his
care that justice should be done to it.”

The rule by which he was governed in this work was thus once
communicated by himself: —

“Will you allow me to snggest a counsel which I give to those
who are publishing posthumous works? It is, to beware of pub-
lishing too much. The dest of a man’s writings should be selected,
with somewhat fastidious criticism, for the press; and eare should
be taken, lest the best be lost and fail of their effect by being sur-
rounded with much that wants interest. and will not be read. 1
proceeded on this prineiple in selecting Mr. Buckminster’s sermons,
and I think their great success is in part owing to it.”

But besides these friends, to whom he was united by the relations
of the pastoral office, and the cares and responsibilities, studies and
hopes, incident to the ministerial profession, Mr. Channing had
others with whom he held intercourse by letter ; and some passages,
taken from his correspondence at this period, may be of interest,
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as yet further illustrating his character. They will be suitably
prefaced by-one in which he pleasantly alludes to the stiffness of
mental and moral habits contracted by too monotonous an absorp-

tion in his own pursuits,

¢1812. The great objection I have to writing letters is, that
I can hardly do so without beginning to preach. I have composed
sermons till I can with difficulty write anvthing else. I exhort
when I should smile. Not that I think a letter should be written
without a desire to do good; but instruction should be delivered
with somewhat less formality than from the pulpit. I will try,
however, to lay aside my grave countenance sometimes.”

““1808. This is my birthday. I have heen looking back on
the blessings which bave filled up my existence. The last year,
1 find, has been crowned with mercies; and in acknowledging the
unmerited goodness of God, I cannot but thank him that he has
put it into the heart of so kind a friend to take such an interest in
my welfure, and to express toward me so much tenderness and
affection.  All my life long. God has been raising up to me hene-
factors. I never experienced the want of a friendly hand to sup-
port me. O that with his blessings he would give me a heart to be
grateful for them! Give me yvour prayers, that the next year of
my life may be more useful than the last; that every day may
bring me necarer to heaven; that I may feel more of the power of
religion ; that God would condescend to use even me as an instru-
ment in advancing his cause in the world.”

¢1809. I feel more and more that I am doing little good ; but
I blame myself as much as others. Since you have been absent,
I have felt more debilitated than usual. I have not been capable
of much mental exertion. How much do I need these rcbukes to
keep me humble! You know the sin which most easily besets me,
I have reason to be grateful for the various methods in which God
is teaching me my dependence and imbecility.”

“1812. New TYear's day.® The past year has been to us both
peculiarly interesting. It has made some important changes in
our domestic circles, and it has left, I hope, some salutary im-
pressions on ourselves and our friends. I look back on it with
much humiliation. I fear that my sufferings have not refined me
as they ought. I am sure that my blessings have not left that
tender sense of the Divine goodness which I wish ever to maintain.

. + . My increasing duties require increasing activity, and some-

1 To his mother.
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times they suggest many painful fears and forebodings. Pray for
me, that I may be faithful and useful. . .

“I recolleet on this day the kindness and affection which you
have expressed toward me with so much uniformity and tenderness,
since I first knew you. Your friendship I have valued as one of
the great blessings of my life, and I hope it will not forsake me in
any prosperous or adverse changes which may await me. . . . .

“ 1 know that I have many friends, — perhaps few are more
favored than I.  But still I cannot spare you. IHow much of the
happiness, and I may add of the usefulness, of my life do I owe to
vour tender, unremitting kindness! How often have I been kept
from fainting by vour cheering voice! Do not say that I am in-
clined to exaggerate your oflices of friendship. 1 cannot express
what I feel. I have often felt that your partiality to me was un-
merited, but T am not just enough to wish it diminished. - It has
become one of my highest earthly blessings. It is one of the few
blessings to which I look forward with confidence. I feel that
many other friends may fail, but I feel a strange assurance that
no changes ean sever us from each other. Is it not religion, that
indissoluble bond, which unites us?”

“1811. In the beginning of this letter, I have alluded to an
affliction which I have been called to sustain. It has pleased God
this week to remove from us a friend in whom I have long felt a
strong and increasing interest. You undoubtedly heard of her
frequently, whilst you lived in this town; but her character, her
worth. you probably never knew. It has been my privilege and
happiness, for some time, to enjoy an intimacy with this singular
woman, this highly favored child of God. She has been a great
sufferer for several years, but she has suffered so meckly and
patiently, her character has been so refined and elevated by suffer-
ing, she embraced all around her with such a strong and tender
affection, amidst pains which would have rendered others insensible
to all but themselves, she discovered such unabated energy of mind at
the moment that her emaciated frame seemed just ready to resign its
breath, that I have contemplated her with a dehight and admiration
which very few of our race have inspired. I have understood that
in early life she was the victim of sensibility ; and indeed it was
casy to see that her feclings tended to excess. DB