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PREFACE

The Historical Records Survey originated by authority of a Presidential
Letter in January 1936 as a nation-wide project of the Work Projects Adminis-—
tration. The Survey began to operate in Rhode Island in April of that year.
Prior to July 1939 the project was Federally sponsored but since that date it
has been sponsored by the State of Rhode Island under the Office of Record
Commissioner, and operated as a Statewide project. The style and arrange-
ment has been approved by the State officials and follows the recommendations
of the National organization.

The purpose of the Survey is to inventory, organize, and describe the
records in possession of State, city, and town governmental units; also to
inventory church records and manuscript collections of historical societies
and individuals. The inventories thus prepared are to be made available in
volume form to lawyers, historians, officials, students of government, and
the public, In conjunction with these inventories the Survey is to prepare
and make available inventories of civilian organizations, make descriptive
inventories of housing and storage facilities of archives, manuscripts,
records, and museum treasures for emergency deposit in protected areas; also
to assist curators and custodians in preparing priority lists of such mate-
rial,

The Inventory of the Town and City Archives of Rhode Island will, when
completed, consist of a series, separately numbered for each county in the
State. Counties are numbered according to alphabetical position; towns are
numbered likewise, within each county. The publications of the Survey are
destributed free to State and local officials, and to a selected group of
public and institutional libraries. In addition to listing the records of
the various town officers, this inventory briefly sketches the historical
background of the town of West Greenwich and describes the organization of
the offices whose records are listed. Records are described in formalized
entries to give the following information: title of record, dates for which
available, quantity, labeling of volumes or containers, information on miss-
ing and discontinued records, variant titles, description of record contents,
manner of arrangement, indexing, nature of recording, size of volume or con-
tents, and location.

The project gratefully acknowledges the courtesy and cooperation extend-
ed to us by the town officials of West Greenwich and the helpful support
given by Miss Grace M. Sherwood, Record Commissioner and Librarian of the
State of Rhode Island, various State officials, and the advisory direction of
Sargent B, Child, National Director of the Historical Records Survey. The
cover design was made for the Inventory by the WPA Rhode Island Art Project,
and the binding of the volume done by the Statewide Library Project, State
House,

R. I, Historical Records Survey
Providence, R. I.
April 1942
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ABBREVIATIONS, SYMBOLS, AND EXPIANATORY NOTES

Ay &R e abbreviated reference citing Acts and Resolves

D), e Anpo Domini (in the year of our Lord)

alpha. o alphabetically

approx. i approximately

A,, R. &R, : - abbreviated reference citing Acts, Resolves and Re-
ports

arTy S . arranged

Art. s Article

aver. S average

bdl(s). S bundle(s)

0/ o (o S Civilian Conservation Corps

G Al S Civil Engineer

ch. A chapter

chron, s chronologically

Co. s Company

Const. G Constitution

Dept. o b Department

env(s). e envelope(s)

Esq. o Esquire

etc. o et cetera (and so forth)

Rsdy £ file drawer

Gen. Stat. G General Statute

G las (e abbreviated reference citing General Laws

hdw. cEs handwritten

hor. s horizontal

Ibid. 5 ibidem (in the same place)

interim en in the meantime

No(s). o number(s)

numer. T . numerically

obv, h obvious

D., PD. o e page, pages

passim e here and there

15 Ik ey abbreviated reference citing Public Laws

1545 e room

resS. v e residence

Reile B Rhode Island

R, T. Goli Recs. e abbreviated reference citing Rhode Island Colony
Records

sec o section

sic. S thus

St. S5 Street

. Cu Rs 5. abbreviated reference citing Town Council Records

e e R, it abbreviated reference citing Town Meeting Records

S i United States

vert. i vertical

vol(s) i volume(s)

W Pohy S Work Projects Administration
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Abbreviations, Symbols, and
Explanatory Notes

Symbols

== « e current, to the closing date of inventory

G s ellipsis, indicating omission of part of a guota-
tion, text, or section

# . number

% Ve equals

X ot by

/- Gy oblique (and or or)

& G and

&C e by itself and

Explanatory Notes

Title: Exact titles of records are written in solid capitals without

parentheses (as in entry 2). In the absence of titles, descriptive titles
have been assigned, which are written in solid capitals and enclosed in
parentheses (as in entry 1). If a record title is not descriptive of the

contents of the record, an assigned explanatory title (or explanatory
words), written with initial capitals and enclosed in parentheses, has been
added (as in entry 4). The current or most recent title of a record is used
as the entry title and title variation is indicated (as in entry 4).

Dates: First and last dates covered by a particular record are shown
in the title line of the entry. Continuous records are shown by a hyphen
between the beginning and closing dates, as 1765-1874 (see entry 17). Iap-
ses in the records are indicated by commas between the groups of inclusive
dates, as 1776, 78, 80-82, 1862 (see entry 27a), Current dates are indica-
ted by two hyphens, as 1906--. When dates of a record cannot be ascertained,
the expression "undated!" is used.

Quantity: When two or more types of containers are considered in a
single entry, the quantity is shown in chronological order, insofar as
possible.

Labeling: ILetters, numbers, or dates in parentheses, following the
number of volumes, file boxes, or other type of container, indicate the la-
beling. If no labeling is indicated, it may be assumed that there is none.

Discontinuance: Where no statement is made that the record was discon-
tinued at the last date shown in the entry, it could not be established defi-
nitely that such was the case. Where no comment is made on the absence of
prior, subsequent, or intermediate records, no definite information could be
obtained.

Description of Records: The description of the contents of a record
applies only to the current or most recent record unless a change in con-
tents is actually shown in a record entry.




- viii -

Abbreviations, Symbols, and
Explanatory Notes

Indexing: All indexes to records, unless otherwise stated, are self-
contained.,

Dimensions: When the dimensions of file boxes, volumes, etc., vary
greatly the size of the two extremes is given. When two or more types of
containers are considered in an entry, the dimensions item is arranged to
correspond with the quantity item to which they apply. Dimensions are al-
ways given in inches unless otherwise indicated, therefore, the symbol
for inches (") is omitted.

Location of Records: When all or the majority of the records of an
office have a common location, the location is indicated in the last sen-
tence of the office essay instead of each individual entry.

Cross References: Title-line cross references are used in the master
entry to complete a series for records kept separately for a period of time,
and in other records for different periods of time, as in entry 11:
"1741-1829 in Council Records (Minutes of Proceedings), entry 4-b; 1828-46
in Probate Record of Wills, entry 14-m." The sub-entries 4-b and 14-m refer
the searcher directly to the master entry 11, which carries complete cross
references for the record series.

Third-paragraph cross references are given to show related records, or
to prior, intermediate, coextensive, and subsequent records which are not
a part of the same series.

For complete references to any subject, consult the subject index.

Arrangement: This item is used to show the logical order or planned
sequence by which items have been entered in records; it means the internal
arrangement of records in volumes, file boxes, or other containers, and not
the arrangement of volumes on a shelf. Entries in tabular form are arranged
alphabetically by subject matter, and chronologically thereunder. The ar-
rangement, dimensions, and location shown at the end of each entry, in the
case of an entry in tabular form, apply to the whole entry and not to in-
dividual parts thereof.
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(First entry, p. 9).

1. HISTORICAL SKETCH

In October 1740, the "Westernmost Inhabitants" of FEast Greenwich pre-
sented the following petition to the General Assembly.l

"To the Honorable General Assembly of his Majesties Colony of Rhode
Island &c. sitting at Providence in the County of Providence, within and
for said colony on the last Wednesday of October A. D. 1740.

"The Petition of the freemen, Inhabitants of the Westerly part of East
Greenwich, in said County of Providence &c.

"Humbly Sheweth

"That whereas the said Westerly part of said Town, being only an addition
to the same, and that said Town at present being of considerable length
extending from the sea or Salt Water, Westerly to the Dividing Line, that
Divided the Colony and the Colony of Connecticut which is about Seventeen
Miles, and the usual place of meeting in the Town for the doing of Town
Business &c is near the Eastermost Extent of said Town, which causes the
Westermost Inhabitants, considerable Travil Trouble &c. to effect and
accomplish their publick Town affairs: or forego their several priviledges
&c, And their being a sufficient Number of Inhabitants already settled on
the afforesd Westerly part of said Town for a Township, Therefore, Humbly
Prays that they (from the Westerly Line of the 0ld Township) be set off,
and Incorporated a Township, and called West Greenwich; And that the In-
habitants thereof have and Enjoy such Immunities, Priviledges and Powers
as other Towns in this Colony gencrally have or do Enjoy; the Which being
Granted your Petitioners as in Duty Bound shall ever pray &c.

John Green John Case
Ishmael Spink John Wait

Benjamin Sweet
John Matteson

Seth Jones

Phillip Green
Thomas Straight
Peter Wreast
Jonathan Matteson
Henry Green
Samuell Spencer
Phillip Ayleworth
Jeremiah Carpenter
Arthur Aylworth
Wm, Sweet, Jun®
James Green

Wm, Comestock
Christopher Carpenter

Robert Sweet
Samuel Hopkins
Jeremiah Jones
Nathaniel Niles
Benjamin Spink
John Cass

Henry Summer
Thomas Strait, Jr.
Joseph Hopkins
Richard Sweet Jr.
John Niles
William Reynolds
Joseph Weaver
Henry Matteson Jr.
Joseph Nichols
John Spencer

1. Petition to the Rhode Island General Assembly, 1738-42, p. 68.




Historical Sketch

James Reynold
John Jones
Henry Matteson

Zg

(First entry, p. 9).

James Matteson
Benjamin Gardner
Henpy CGoffi Jn:

"We the Subscribers Freemen and Inhabitants of the Basterly part of
East Greemwich do hereby freely and willingly give our Asent to the above
written Petition, And Humbly Prays the Honourable General Assembly to allow

the Same.

Joseph Norion ?

Anthony Aylsworth

Wm, Baley

John Fry

Nathan Rice

Joseph Nichols

Joseph Tillinghast
Abner Spencer Son of Michael
John Spencer L Al
Israel Underwood

TheS. - Spenecer-Jr,

Tho. Goodfellow

Robert Estes

John Coupe

Peter Stevens

Clemt Cooper

Thomas Casey

John Hammett

Thomas Spencer Son of John
Thomas Matteson
John Langford

John Pierce Jr.
Henry Tibbets
Philip Tillinghast
Samuel Soule

Joseph Corey

Peter Spencer

John Godfrey

John Arnold
William Sweet

Jehn Pierce

John Wells

John Andrews
Alexander Nichols
Josiah Burllinggame

nOct. 31, 1740 - To the House of Magt®S
Resolved that this Petition be referred to next Session of Assembly and that
the Town of E. Greenwich be forw'd with a copy of this Petition & Cited to
appear at next Session of Assembly at the Charge of the Petitioners

Concurred with
per order
Peter Bours, Dept. Sec'y.

Noted and Passed
per order J. Lyndon Clerk

"April 2, 1741 - To the House of Magli®S
gent Resolved that this petition be granted and that after so chosen to let
out to New Town part of the Bank money and that the Justice of Peace within

new Town remain till first Wednesday & that the Kings Attorney forthwith draw

up and act accordingly.

Concurred with
per order
Jas. Martin Sect'y"

Noted and Passed
Wm., J. Lyndon Clerk

The eastern part of the town made no objection to the division; in

fact, the vote in the town records in regard to the matter shows that they
were not only willing for the change, but even glad.




Jistorical Sketch (First entry, p.9).

"Propositions for setting off the westerly part of said town into a
township by itself, as set forth in a petition now lying before the General
Assembly. The Moderator put it to a vote whether they would give consent
for the setting off the westerly part of said town, as aforesaid, or not,
and the vote was in the affirmative by a very great majority."2

The following act was passed in the General Assembly in April 1741: 3

"An Act for incorporating the West End of the Town of East Greenwich

into a Township, and the same to be distinguished and known by the

name or West Greenwich
"fhereas, oSeveral of the Inhabitants of the aforesaid Town of East Green-
wich by Petition to this Assembly did set forth the great disadvantage They
labour under on account of the great Extent of said Town; And as it is
conceived, It will be more for the Ease and Benefit of all its Inhabitants
in transacting and negociating the prudential Affairs there to have a
Division made.

"Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly, and by the Authority
Thereof it is enacted, That from the Westerly Line of the 0ld Township as
unto the Colony Line be set off and Incorporated a Township, and the Same
to be distinguished and known by the name of West Greenwich; And that the
Inhabitants there of from Time to Time shall have and enjoy the like,
Benefits, Liberties, Priviledges and Immunities with other Towns in this
Colony according to our Charter.

"And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That John Spencer
Esg. a Justice of the Peace living within the afore said new Town remain

in his office till the first Wednesday in May next and that he grant forth
a warrant to call in the Inhabitants of the said Town, together on the
Third Tuesday of this instant April to choose and elect such Town Officers
as they shall have occasion for and the Law directs and to appoint the Time
of their Town Meeting and the Places, and to choose and elect Two Deputies
to represent Them at the next General Assembly, and soon as by the charter
is directed.

"And it is further enacted by the Authority above said, That said Town shall
send One Petit Juror to the Superior Court of Judicature, Court of Assize
and General Gaol Delivery; and One Grand and One Petit Juror to the Inferior
Court of Common Pleas and General Sessions of the Peace.

"And it is further enacted, That there be Two Trustees appointed for the
said new Town, for the letting out of its proportionable Part of the Twenty
Thousand Pounds ordered to be emitted.

"Voted & Resolved that John Spencer Esg. & Mr, John Green be Committee Men
for the Town of West Greenwich to let out their proportionable Part of the
Dank lMoney.

2. Greene, op. i, b, 15
9s Re [y Coliy Recss, vols: 5, 1741-1786, po., 430-431.




Historical Sketch (First entry, p. 9)

No record has been found of the appointment of a committee to run the
West Greenwich boundary lines, or of its ever having been run. The original
western boundary of East Greemwich was decided upon as the dividing line
between the two towns, and the southern and northern boundaries continued
in effect in West Greenwich as had been settled for East Greenwich in 1706
and 1888. The only dispute ever recorded in regard to any of these lines
was with Connecticut about the monument at the old southwest corner of War-
wick, which is at present the corner of Coventry and West Greenwich. The
differences were settled, a monument was placed, and the report of the com-
mission was entered in the general assembly records, March 8, 1742/3. 4
Today the boundary limits of West Greenwich, Coventry on the north, Exeter
on the south, East Greenwich on the east, and Connecticut on the west, en-
close an area of 51,32 square miles.

In the early years of its history, the town was a center of rural and
small industrial activity. The first census of the town, taken in 1748,
shows there were 766 inhabitants. In 1755 the population had increased to
1,246, and thereafter, there was a steady growth until the peak was reached
in 1720; census records show there were 2,054 persons in the town at that
date.*

From 1790 to 1820 there was a slight fluctuation in population, but
generally there was no appreciable change during this period. Beginning
in 1820 the population has declined steadily down to the present. There
seems to have been no single cause for the consistent reduction in the num-
ber of inhabitants, but the advent of the industrial era coupled with the
westward movements seem to have been contributing factors. The building of
railroads, resulting in the abandonment of turnpikes, particularly the New
London turnpike, so-called, perhaps was the event in the locality of West
Greenwich which gave impetus to the downward trend of population. Whatever
may have been the cause, the records show the loss to have been a persistent
decline from 1,927 persons in 1820 to a mere 400 in 1938.

In 1750, Providence County was broken up and Kent County was formed to
include Coventry, East Greenwich, Warwick, and West Greenwich.? There was
a great deal of controversy between East Greenwich and Warwick over the
county seat, Hast Greenwich finally being successful; but West Greenwich
8tood apart and apparently manifested not even a mild interest, as no men-
tion is made of the affair in the town records.

The first settlers in the town were farmers, who, in spite of the crude
agricultural methods of the day, managed to make good livings. Perhaps that
is one reason why they were willing to stay in the quiet solitude of the
town and not join in the commercial activity of the coastal settlements.

4. R. T, Cols Reese;vol, 5y py 695

5. Louis W. Cappelli, Secretary of State, Manual with Rules and
Orders for the use of the General Assembly of the State of
Rhode Island, 1937-38, pp. 369, 370.

Ibid., pp. 370-373.

7. ActS & Resolves, Oct. 1747 to Oct, 1763, JTune 1750, pp. 23-25.

o
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Also, TWest Greenwich in its early history was not so isolated, comparatively
speaking, from the outside world as it is now. The New London turnpike, one
of the main highways from New York to Boston, ran through the town, and many
travelers stopping to refresh themselves brought both news from other parts
of the country and a certain amount of trade. In time, when the railroac
replaced the stage-coach as a means of travel, this highway, which was once
a connecting link, was abandoned and deteriorated into a typical country
road.

Several small mills were built in West Greenwich when water-power was
dominant. Cotton cloth and yarn were the chief products manufactured, al-
though others, including carriages and farming implements, were produced in
small quantities. These mills, not being able to stand the competition of
large concerns in other parts of the State, gradually gave way to the pres-
sure, and the manufacturing industry in the town died almost as soon as it
was born.

As early as 1750 steps were taken to provide a formal organization for
public worship in the town, by the formation of the West Greemwich Baptist
Society.8 Although the land evidence records reveal that one Samuel Reynolds
in 1764 made a grant of a parcel of land to the society,9 no definite proof
of the erection of a church building appears until 1825, at which time an ed-
ifice was constructed at West Greenwich Center to house the congregation;lo
this building has continued to provide accommodations for the original
group's successors in church membership.

In 1850, the Freewill Baptist Church was organized,'’ and in 1862 a
building was erected in the Sharpe Street district as a meeting place for
its members.1® This group, although now few in number, continues to hold
services in the original structure. The Advent Chapel was erected at
Escoheag in 1870 by Jason P, Hazard, a distinguished member of this partic-
ular denomination.l® Regular services have been conducted in the chapel
since the date of its founding.14 In 1885, the Nooseneck Baptist Church
was established;15 and in 1893 a building to house the congregation was
dedicated. L6 This structure is located on Nooseneck Hill, and remains a
popular place of worship.

8. John A, Bates, Historical Sketch of the West Greenwich Baptist
Church, in Minutes of the Rhode Island Baptist Anniversaries,
1890, Providence, pp. 20-28.

9. Record of Deeds, (1760-66), pp. 290, 291.

10. Hoag, Wade & Co., History of the State of Rhode Island 1636-1878,
1878, Philadelphia, p. 332.

DL = Tbid.

19+ Tbids

13, TIbid.; Minute Book of the Escoheag Advent Christian Church,
1871--,

14. Minute Book of the Escoheag Advent Christian Church, 1871--.
15, John W. Rathbun, Historical Sketch of Nooseneck Baptist Church,
in Minutes of the Rhode Island Baptist Anniversaries, 1898,

Providence, pp. 16, 17.
6. Tbid.
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Historical Sketch (First entry, p. 9).

As no public meeting house came into being in the town until 1926, the
church, together with the schoolhouse and private home, provided the only
places for popular assembly in the town.

Today, West Greenwich maintains five one-room schoolhouses, several of
the present structures replacing buildings either destroyed by fire or dis-
carded as obsolete. These schools are Nooseneck (1870) located on the Noose-
neck Hill Road in Nooseneck; Kitt's Corner (1875) situated at Kitt's Corner,
also in Nooseneck; Plain (1885) maintained in the Division Street section of
the town; Hitty Corner (1905) lying deep in the woods at Hopkin's Hill; and
William E. Louttit (1936) located on the Victory Highway, in the Sharpe
Street district.

West Greenwich, aside from the several public schools, has but one
publicly owned building, a Town Hall, erccted in 1936, and located off the
Nooseneck Hill Road in the village of Nooseneck.

Although West Greenwich has no public library, the need therefore is
filled in part, at least, by the State library extension service. Through
this service, books are made available for both adults and school children
in the town during the summer vacation periods. The Nooseneck School is
the usual center of distribution. These libraries are generally known as
"traveling libraries," and are under the general supervision of the State
Librarian, through whose office the extension service operates.l?

The entire countryside of West Greenwich is dotted with numerous pri-
vate cemeteries, the markers therein containing many distinguished family
names long identified with the history and development of this country
township. Many of these private burial lots are under the perpetual care
of custodians and caretakers annually appointed by the town council. Care
of these private lots is provided for under the terms of various trust
deeds, charging the town council and their successors in office with the
duty of providing for their upkeep.l8 Also located in West Greenwich is
a general burial ground, situated in West Greenwich Center, and known as
the "Plain Meeting House Cemetcry."

Shortly after the World War the town dedicated a lot and a granite
memorial on the summit of Nooseneck Hill to the memory of those from West
Greenwich who served their country in the Civil and World Wars. A bronze
plaque on the east side of the memorial perpetuates the memory of those
veterans serving in the World War from the town, and inscribed on the
South side are the names of those participating in the Civil War. A care-
taker is agpointed annually by the town council to care for this lot and
monument .

174 Rk, 19075 chi MASIDE T 20 any 920 FehL 185k
Pe'L,, May 1955, ch, 2250, sec., 21.

18, G Tie, 1928, eh. bl - sec. 40, pps 289, 290;: G. 1., 1938,
ch. 333, sec. 40, p. 707.

19. T, C. R. (1919--).
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Historical Sketch (First entry, p. 9).

Located off Nooseneck Hill is the Nooseneck Forest Park Reservation
(15.36 acres), This park was formerly the site of the third C. C. C. Camp
in Rhode Island. It now serves as headquarters for the U. S. National Park
Headquarters and as storage quarters for Emergency Conservation Work.

Situated off Bald Hill and Plain Roads in West Greenwich Center is the
Wickaboxet State Forest (288 acres). This reservation is used for forest
experimental purposes and for the breeding of, and the experimentation in,
local wild life, Maintained on this woodland tract is an administration
building and also a fire tower.

West Greenwich has no compact, built-up area. Nooseneck, the govern-
mental center, holding more of the town's 400 inhabitants than any of its
other villages, so-called, is spread out over the general vicinity of
Nooseneck Hill Road from the Coventry line to Exeter. Farther to the west,
in the proximity of the Connecticut border, are West Greenwich Center and
Iscoheag, these communities being little more than cross-road farming cen-
ters. The remainder of the 400 inhabitants are located on widely separated
farms scattered over the town's 51.32 square miles of countryside.

West Greenwich is situated within the territorical jurisdiction of the
superior court in and for the county of Kent, which court sits periodically
in Historic Kent County Courthouse, located in the neighboring town of East
Greemwich,20 the county seat. West Greenwich is also within the territory
over which the fourth district court has jurisdiction®l (4th Judicial Dis-
trict, Kent County). The medical examiner for district No. 1, Kent County,
has jurisdiction over the towns of West Greenwich and Coventry.22 West
Greenwich, being west of Narragansett Bay, is in the Second Congressional
District.23

20, 0F, T Jan: 1931 6h L 47765, sees, 1, 25 Gs Ly, 1938, 6h, 2988
secs, 2, 4, p. 955,

2lis - Ge Ly, 1923, el 230, sec, 1. p. 18850 G T 19387 ch; 500
gecs 1, D958,

22, "G, I 19235 oh, 409, Ecc. 2, 'va 1780 G, 1,; 1988, oh, 11
Bec. 2(b); D 72,

29 G Ly, 1988, ch, 522, geca. 25 Ds 688,




Town Moderator; Town Meeting (First entry, p. 9).

I. TOWN MODERATOR

Among the first officers to be chosen was one whose principal function
it was to preside over the town meeting and to maintain good order and peace
therein. 1

The only extant record of the first meeting in West Greenwich appears
on a fly-leaf of the first volume of the town meeting records, and consists
entirely of a list of officers chosen at this meeting.2 The town moderator
is not included in this group. The following meeting, however, named John
Spencer as the presiding officer,5 doubtlessly the John Spencer, Esg,, Jus-
tice of the Peace, who under the provisions of the act incorporating the
town was directed to issue the warrant for the calling of the first town
meeting.4

Until 1845 a moderator was chosen at each meeting,5 from 1845 to 1914
annually,6 and from 1914 to date, biennially.7 The office has always been
elective.8

The moderator keeps no records.

ITI. TOWN MEETING

The town meeting is an assembly of all qualified inhabitants of the
town at which those entitled to participate take part directly in the af-
fairs of local government.l The first town meeting in West Greenwich was
held on April 21, 1741 with John Spencer in all probability acting as
moderator.2 The freeholders among other things chose town officers,
deputies to the general assembly, and set time and place for future meet-
ings.5 The town meeting has remained the proper agency for ordering of
town's fiscal affairs, and in a modified form, continues to provide a
suitable means and method for the exercise of the right of suffrage.

Until 1829, the qualified inhabitants of the town continued to meet
regularly in April, May, August, and December at which time the regular

Records of the Town of Portsmouth (1642), pp., 19-20.
P N, R, (1jaiy.

Ibid.

R. I. Col. Recs,, vol. 5, pp. 430-431.

Tl Re (174 1s1846)

T. M. R. (1845-1914),

T, M« R. (1914-1930); Record of Elections (1930--).
T, M. R. (1741-1930); Record of Elections (1930--).
William T. Davis, "The Constitutional History of Rhode Island",
Moo (Gd )
Ibid.
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Town Meeting - Warrants; Minutes (1-2),

December meeting was discarded.4 The three other regular meetings were held
annually until 1850, when the August meeting was eliminated.® From 1850 to
1895, the electors met annually in April and May;6 from 1896 until 1914, in
June and November;7 and from 1914 to 1934 annually in May, and biennially in
November.8 From 1914 to date one elective meeting popularly called the
"election" has been held biennially in November.9 The financial meeting,
however, has continued to be held annually.lo Meetings are also held every
fourth year for choosing presidential and vice presidential electors,
1800--; also special meetings have been called from time to time.ll

Today at the elections held biennially the electors choose: a State
Senator, a Representative, a town moderator, town clerk, five members of a
town council, town sergeant, three assessors of taxes and a director of pub-
lic welfare., Votes are also cast for a Senator upon expiration of each
6-year term, and a representative in Congress, a Governor, Lieutenant Gov-
enor, Becretary of State, Attorney General and General Treasurer.le

The town clerk is clerk of all town meetings and makes and keeps a
record of the proceedings.l5

Warrants

1. (WARRANTS FOR CALLING OF TOWN MEETINGS), 1922--. 35 sheets.

Original warrants for calling of town meetings, showing name of town,
date and place of meeting, reason for call, articles and propositions to be
acted upon, seal and signature of town clerk. Town sergeant's return an-
nexed, showing name of town, state, date, places where notices were posted,
signature of town sergeant. Arr. chron. by date of warrant. No index.
Iidw, 18 x 7. BSafe, town clerk's office.

Minutes

2. TOWN MEETING BOOK, 1741--. 4 vols, (1-4).

Minutes of proceedings of annual, financial, and special town meetings,
showing date, time, place, and purpose of meeting; actions on such matters
as appointment of special committees, instructions to delegates to constitu-
tional conventions, deputies, and representatives, deerees and resolutions;

4. To M. R, [(1743-1829).

5.0 M. R (183050

B¢ Te M, R (1850-956);

o Mo R - (1896-1914);,

8. T. M. R. (1914-30); Record of Elections (1930--).

9. T. M. R. (1914-30); Record of Elections (1930--).

0. T WM B, (1= D, 1., Tan, 1954 o) D168 anh, 1|
11. T. M. R. (1741-1930); Record of Elections (1930--).

12. Record of Elections (1930--).
13, T, M, R, (1741-1930); Record of Elections (1930--).
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Town Meeting - Minutes (2)

admitting freemen after being propounded, rejection and recision, with
reason stated, restoration of election franchise (1741-1842), lending
town's money to freeholders (1741-1842); orders and authorizations for
procedure of school committee (1830-73), fixing bonds of town clerk:
treasurer, and tax collector, and accepting sureties (1770-1843) ; orders
and authorizations for procedure of school committee (1830-73) ; accept-
ing, postponing action, or rejecting reports of town officers and com-
mittees, and fixing their fees and compensations; imposition of town
(1741--), State (1841-1935), school (1828-1904), and highway (1808-95)
taxes; granting exemptions (1771-82), abatements (1783-1803); fixing
bounties on predatory animals and birds (1745-1858); approving expro-
priation for public use, authorizing condemnation, exchanging land for
and laying out of highway (1741-79); arbitration of town boundaries
(1741-79); remanding transients, warning vagrants to leave town
(1741-61) ; allowing bills and granting orders for payment of town
obligations; town ordinances; impressing, equipping, hiring, allotting
bounties and accepting substitutes for soldiers in the colonial and
civil wars; petitions; annual appropriations to town departments; pro-
viding isolation in infectious diseases, rules and regulations, fixing
and remitting fines for violations (1760-78); directing town clerk to
issue warrants for subsequent town meetings; authorizing town treasurer
to issue bonds to general treasurer (1776-1803), to borrow money
(1754--); leasing town land and property (1790-1813); ordering com-
position and payment of town's unpaid orders (1790-1828); adjourn-
ments, date of subsequent meetings, time adjourned, clerk's attest.
Also contains:
a. Jjury list, 1741-1828, For subsequent records 1829-92, see
entry 4-1; 1893--, see entry 7.
b. 1list of (qualified) freeholders, 1741-1843, For subsequent
records 1935-~, see entry 9.
¢, returns of elections, 1741-1920, For subsequent records 1930--,
see entry 61.
d. 1list of proxies, 1743-1842,
e. auditor's reports, 1743-1903.
f. record of polls, 1756-1871. For related printed record 1864--,
see entry 65-h.
8. reports of viewers of freehold, 1828-42. Tor subsequent related
records 1844--, see entry 4-m.
h. town treasurer's reports, 1829-63. For original reports 1915--,
see entry 8; for record of duplicate reports 1935~-, see
entry 82.
Arr., chron, by date of meeting, Vols., 1-3 indexed by dates of meeting,
vol, 4 no index, Hdw. Aver, 250 pp. 13 x 9 x 1%, vVola, 1, 2, 1741-1811,
State Archives, R. 314, State House, Providence; vols., 3, 4, 1811--, safe,
town clerk's office.
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Town Council (Next entry 3, p. 12).

ITI. TOWN COUNCIL

When the freemen of West Greenwich met for the first time on April 21,
1741 and chose their first town council, it was composed of six freeholders
of their own choosing, namely, Ishmael Spink, John Greene, John Cass, Samuel
Hopkins, Joseph Weaver, and John Greene, son of John.t Thenceforth, the
council has been made up solely of members chosen by the electorate of the
town or of members chosen by the council itself to fill vacancies in this
agency.2 Eligibility remained dependent upon the freehold until 1843,
when the State Constitution extended the right to hold civil office to all
qualified electors under the new system.4

From 1741 to 1799, the council retained its original membership of
six,5 from 1799 to 1822, the original statute having been altered by an
act passed by the general assembly in 1798, 6 membership fluctuated between
seven and five;7 and from the latter date, 1822, down to the present, five
members have made up the agency.

From 1741 to 1914 members of the council served for one-year terms.?
Since 1914, by virtue of a special act of legislature, tenure has been two
years.

The general power of the town council has changed but little and is set
forth in substantially the same language as used in the original act; namely
" . . . full power to manage the affairs and interest of such towns and to
deterT%ne all matters and things as shall by law come within their jurisdic-
tion.

The town council is also the probate court, 1741--, 12 poard of health,
ex officio, 1816--, 13 the board of canvassers, 1844--, 14 the board of

1 RN R B
2. T, M, R. (1741-1930); Record of Elections (1930--).
8. B, L, (Digest d844) ¢ sec, 1. ip. &017°G, L., 1938 ch, 322, sece: 1,
Da 7015
4. Gomgtiyarts X 2Hece 1o dna@e T - 1988 b, 284
P, L. (Digest 1844), sec. 1, p, 301; G. L., 1938, ch, 322,
gSecs 1, pa 70LL
D0 R, < ((141=99)
. (Digest 1798), sec. 1, p. 331.
R. (1798).
R. (1822--).
« R. (1741-1914),
s geng=LIlA Soohs b4 - geel 1,
v, 1929 ch bl 8ec, 4. p, 288% G o, 1938, ch, 333 g6c,; -4

QY3
Q Qi E IS QG @ A

. 704,
12, T. C. R. (1741--),
13. T, C. R. (1816--).
14, T. C. R. (1844--).
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Town Council - Papers; Proceedings (3-4)

license commissioners, 1933-~, 15 ang sits as or may designate not more than
three of its members to sit as a board of canvassers and registration on
election day, 1935--. 16

A majority of the members elected to the town council constitute a
quorum, and a majority of the members present at any legal meeting may deter-
mine any matter legally before them.l7 The president of the town council,
chosen by and from the members thereof, is the presiding officer.l8

The town clerk is clerk of the town council.l9 With the exception of
the records now housed in the State Archives, the town clerk is official
custodian of all town council records. Unless otherwise specified, all
records are housed in the town clerk's vault,

Papers

3. (ORIGINAL TOWN COUNCIL PAPERS), 1931--. 1 bdl.

Petitions to town council by citizens, requesting calls for special
town meeting for pole locetions by electric light and telephone companies;
petitions of U, S. Department of the Interior, Resettlement Administration,
requesting permission to work on various roads, etc,; claimants requesting
payments of debts, damages, showing date of petition, prayer, signatures of
petitioners; time, date, filed by town clerk. Arr, chron. by date of peti-
tion., No index, Hdw. and typed. 9 x 13 x 1.

Proceedings

4, COUNCIL RECORDS (Minutes of Proceedings), 1741--, 11 vols, (1-7,

1 vol, unlabeled, 9-11). Title varies: Town Council Book,
1741-1817, vols, 1-5; Town Council, 1817-56, vols. 6, 7; Council
Book, 1856-1901, 1 vol., unlabeled.

Minutes of town council meetings, showing date, time, place held, names
of members present, organization and selection of one of members as council
president, annually (1741-1913), biennially (1914--), actions in such mat-
ters as appointment of town officers and committees, accepting deposits of
freeholders (1741-43); lending town funds to freeholders (1741-43); fixing
fees, compensation, and acting on resignations, deaths, removals, replace-
ments, and reports submitted by town officers and committees (1741--) and
deputies to general assembly (1741-97); complaints; petitions and proposals,
tavern, liquor, amusement, victualing and license applications; claims
against town; ordering assessment of dog tax (1864--), school tax

15. T, G, R. (1933--).

16, = TG R (198be=),

17, S ¥@ T 399580 ehe Gl decy =l Dy BBRE G4 Tie, 1958, ch, 830,
Sec i o pe 705,

18 T3 0. Ry (lrdi=c)
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Town Council - Proceedings; ' (4-5)
Accounts and Orders

(1828-1904), highway tax (1808-95); town ordinances; examinations in bas-
tardy process (1741-1811), fixing bonds of town clerk, treasurer, tax col-
lector, and special constables, accepting sureties (1844--); determination
of uncollectible taxes and issuing orders on town treasurer to adjust tax
warrant (1783--); authorizing warrants for special town meetings; author-
izing issuance of complaints and warrants, citations and summonses; exempt-
ing masters from town tax in lieu of pay when poor and indigent are bound
out (1742-1841); examinations, fixing bonds, accepting surety, and remanding
transients (1742-1841); establishing regulation for, and abating nuisances
affecting public health (1778-1815); engaging counsel to defend or prosecute
on behalf of town (1760--); appointing, reappointing, or removing with
causes stated, one trial justice from the qualified justice of the peace
to hold justice courts; fixing bonds, term, accepting surety (1872-85);
ad journments, time adjourned, clerk's attest,
Also contains;
a. registry of earmarks, 1741-42.
b. proceedings of the probate court, 1741-1829, For transcriptions
1829-46, see entry 14-m, For subsequent records 1846--, See
entry 11,
c. certificates of inhabitation, actions on, 1741-1841.
d, petitions of overseers of poor, actions on, 1741-1925.
e. orders of town council on town treasurer, 1741--, For invoices
193%-~, see entry 5; for stubs of orders authorizing payment,
g8ee entry 6.
f. indenture of apprenticeship, 1746-1882.
g. highways and driftways, 1780--.
h. public easements, 1784--.
i, 1list of poor vendued, 1788-1884.
Jj proceedings of the board of health, 1816--.
k. indenture of paupers, 1819-85.
il jury list, 1829-92. For prior records 1741-1828, see entry 2-a;
for subsequent records 1893--, see entry 7.
m. proceedings. of board of canvassers, 1844--.
i. proceedings of the board of canvassers and registration,
1935~--.
For prior records 1828-42, see entry 2-g.
n. burial ground trust funds, record of, 1898--~, For transcriptions
1925--, see entry l6-g-xviii.
0. proceedings of the board of license commissioners, 1933--.
Arr, chron, by date of meeting. No index. Hdw. 400 pp. 14 x 9 x 13,
Vols, 1-5, 1741-1817, State Archives, R. 314, State House, Providence;
vols, 6, 7, 1 vol. unlabeled, 9-11, 1817-~, safe, town clerk's office.

Accounts and Orders

5. (PAID BILLS), 1933--, 1 bdl.

Original invoices allowed and ordered paid by town council, orders
drawn on treasurer for payment, showing name and address of vendor, number
of units, description of items, total cost of each item, total invoice.
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Town Council ~ Accounts and Orders; (6-9)
Jury; Reports; Voting

Arr, chron, by date of payment. No index, Hdw. and typed. 13 x 9 x 6.
For record of bills ordered paid 1741-~, gee entry 4-e.

6. ORDER BOOK (Stubs), 1923--. 7 vols.

Stubs of orders from town council to town treasurer authorizing payment
of town expenses, showing amount, date, purpose, payee's name, department
charged, order number. Arr, chron, by date of issue with stubs numbered
consecutively. No index, Hdw,., 500 pp. 9 x 12 x 1.

For record of bills ordered paid 1741--, see entry 4-e. For related
record 1921--, see entry 77-a,
Jury
7. JURY BOOK, 1893--, 1 vol. 1741-1828 in Town Meeting Book, entry

2-aj; 1829-92 in Council Records, entry 4-1.

List of persons qualified to serve as grand or petit jurors, showing
name of town, name, address and occupation of person drawn, date drawn, date
called, type of jury duty (grand or petit), signatures of councilmen; attest
of council clerk. Arr. chron, by year drawn, No index, Hdw, 150 pp.

10% X8 e

Reports

8. TOWN TREASURER'S REPORTS, 1915--, 3 bdls,

Annual reports, showing itemized dated account of receipts, expendi-
tures, special funds, public school funds for the year, general summary of
all funds, certification of town auditor, date filed in office of town clerk,
and signature of town clerk, treasurer and auditor. Arr. chron. by fiscal
year. No index. Hdw, and typed. 9 x 12 x 2.

For record of reports 1829-63, see entry 2-h; for record of duplicate
reports, see entry 82.

Voting

9. (VOTING LISTS), 1933--, 1 bdl. 1741-1843 in Town Meeting Book,
entry 2-b.

Alphabetical lists of gualified voters, showing name of town, represen-
tative district number, name and residence of voter; classification under
real estate, personal property, and registry; names of absentee voters
stricken, certification of eligibility, signature of presiding officer of
board of canvassers, attest, signature of clerk of board. Arr. chron. by
date of list, thereunder by classification and alpha. by first letter of
surname of voter., No index. Printed. 16% x 5 x 5.

For prior records 1741-1843, see entry 2-b.
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Probate Court - Papers; Proceedings (10-11)

IV. PROBATE COURT

When the freemen of Vest Greenwich convened in their first town meet-
ing,l and chose a town council, this agency among other powers and duties
was invested with general jurisdiction in matters of probate.2 Thenceforth,
this authority has been retained and exercised by each succeeding council
without interruption down to the present.5

The membership of the probate court has varied from time to time only
as the make-up of the town council has been increased or decreased,4 The
major part of the members elected constituted a quorum for doing business,
and the major part of those present at any legal meeting are authorized to
decide upon any matter before them.® At present there are five members of
the probate court.® The town clerk is clerk of the probate court.”

Unless otherwise specified, all records are housed in the town clerk's
vault.

Papers

10. (PROBATE PAPERS), 1857--, 1 box.
File of original instruments submitted in or issued pursuant to pro-
bate proceedings, consisting of:
a. accounts and decrees. For transcriptions 1743--, see entry l4-c.
b. codicils, For transcriptions 1743--, see entry lé4-e.
c. commissioner's reports. For transcriptions 1743--, see entry 14-f.
d. petitions and decrees. TFor transcriptions 1743--, see entry 14-h.
€. probate bonds., For transcriptions 1743-1871, see entry l4-a; 1872--,
see entry 1l2.
f. wills and testaments. For transcriptions 1743--, see entry 1l4-k.
Arr, chron, by date filed. No index, Hdw, and typed. 10 x 19 x 14%.

Proceedings

11. PROBATE RECORDS (linutes of Proceedings), 1846--. 3 vols.
(10-12) . 1741-1829 in Council Records, entry 4-b; 1828-46 in
Probate Record of Wills, entry 14-m.
Minutes of meetings of the town council sitting as probate court, show-
ing date, time and place of session, names of members present; proceedings
in cases coming before the court, such as final detcrminations and decrees

TN, R (4

2. P. L, (Digest 1730), pp. 5-7; P, L. (Digest 1745), pp. 4-7.

3. Probate Records (Minutes of Proceedings) (1846--).

4 mog o, ), '

5. i da 1998 ol 857 so6. 1, b, 1581 G, L., 1998, ch, 568,
sec.'l, p. 1077. See also: Acts and Laws (Digest 1730),
p. 5, and P, L, (Digest 1798), sec. 1, p. 276.

6. @, C.R. (1984, :

%5 6. 1., 1928, oh. 357, Hec. %, D. 9923 G. L,, 1928, oh, BEE,
SeCe 4, Pa 1077,
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Probate Court - Proceedings; (9=}
Bonds; Docket

concerning the rights and obligations of parties; petitions for custody and
probate of wills, testaments, and codicils; filing and recording of foreign
wills; appointments of executors, administrators, appraisers, guardians,
conservators, custodians, commissioners, trustees; acceptance, removal,
inability to serve, disqualification, resignation, death, or discharge of
fiduciary, collection of assets and allowance on claims; executing decrees,
issuing process, and adjudging respondent in contempt for refusal to comply
with orders of the court, actions on claims of appeal; granting applications
for allowance to widows and children; partition of real estate, assignment
(set-off) of dower, adoption of minors; allowing or disallowing appraiser's
inventories, fiduciary's first, intermediate, and final accounts; granting
orders of distribution, descent, division, and advancement, with decrees;
authorizing suits against children for failure to execute life estates in
favor of parents after conveyance of real estate, modifying and revoking or-
ders and decrees; ordering publication of notice; time adjourned; date,
place, time of next meeting; attest of probate clerk. Arr, chron., by date
of meeting, Indexed alpha, by first letter of name of estate; also Probate
Docket, 1896--, entry 13, serves as a guide to location of transcripts of
instruments and decrees entered, Hdw, 500 pp. 13 x 9 x 2.

For original instruments, 1857--, see entry 10.

Bonds

12. PROBATE BONDS, 1872--. 3 vols. (1-3).

Transcriptions of administrator's, executor's, custodian's, guardian's,
conservator's, appraiser's, commissioner's, and trustee's bonds, showing
names of State, county, town and court, name of estate or ward, names and
residences of principal and sureties, amount of bond; conclusion, date
signed and sealed; conditions and obligations of bond; signatures and seals
of principal and sureties; attestation; dates approved and recorded; clerk's
attest.

Also contains:

a. acknowledgments, 1916--. For transcriptions 1743-1916, see entry l4-h
Arr. chron, by date of entry; numer. thereunder by probate case number of
estate. No index. Probate Docket, entry 13, serves as guide to location
of instrument, Hdw. 250 pp, 14 x 9 x 1.

For original bonds, 1857--, see entry 10-e.

Docket

13, PROBATE DOCKLT, 1896--. 1 vol.

Abridged entries of probate proceedings, Serving as a guide to the
location of instruments in Probaté Records, entry 11, Probate Record of
Wills, entry 14, Probate Bonds, entry 12; indicating title, book and page
number, date recorded, showing probate case number, name of estate; peti-
tions, purpose, dates received, dates of court session to which referred,
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Probate Court - Docket; Wills; (14)
Town Clerk

or continuances, disposition; name of fiduciary; kinds and amounts of bonds,
names of sureties; names of appraiser, commissioner; amounts of inventories,
date received, disposition, settlement. Arr, chron., by date of entry. In-
dexed alpha. by first letter of name of estate. Hdw, 100 pp. 9 x 7% X %.

Wills

14, PROBATE RECORD OF WILLS, 1743--. 11 vols, (1-11, vols, 1-9 dated).
Title varies: Wills, 1743-1846, vols, 1-9; Book of Wills,
1846-90, vol. 10.
Transcriptions of instruments submitted in probate proceedings consist-
ing of:
a. probate bonds, 1743-1871., For original bonds 1857--, see entry 10;

for transcriptions 1872--, see entry 12,

b. acknowledgments, 1743-1916, For subsequent records 1916--, see
entry 12-a.

¢. accounts and decrees, 1743--, TFor original instruments 1857--, see
entry 10-a.

d. citations and other writs (orders for and issuance of), 1743--.

e. codicils, 1743--, TFor original instruments 1857--, see entry 10-b;
for transcriptions 1794--, see also entry 16-g-x.

f. commissioner's reports, 1743--, For original instruments 1857--,

see entry 1l0-c.
g. orders and distribution, 1743--.
h. probate letters

i. letters testamentary, 1743--; letters of administration,
1743--, custodianship, 1747-~, receivership, 1848--, conser-
vatorship, 1782--, and guardianship, 1746--.
i. petitions and decrees, 1743--. TFor original instruments 1857--, see
entry 10-d.,
J. warrants and inventories, 1743--,
k. wills and testaments, 1748--, For original instruments 1857--, see
entry 10-T,

1. general releases, 1803--,
m, *probate proceedings, 1828-46. For prior records 1741-1829, see en-
try 4-b; for subsequent records 1846--, see entry 1l.

n. affidavits of complete administration, 1837--.
Arr. chron. by date of entry. Indexed alpha., by first letter of name of
estate, Hdw. 100-500 pp. 12 x 8 x 3/4 - 16 x 105 x 2a Volga, 14,
1743-1817, State Archives, R. 314, State Fouse, Providence; vols, 5-11,
1817~~, town clerk's office,

V. TOWN CLERK

The first town clerk to be chosen in West Greenwich in the first town
meeting was one Benjamin Sweet.l TFollowing the first town meeting, the town

I S G
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clerk was chosen annually until 1914, 2 when a special act of legislature in-
creased the tenure of the office to two years,3 and this period of holiing

has been continued to the present.4 The office has always been elective,-

In addition to the many detailed duties of the clerk as local recorder,
or registrar of the town, he is clerk of the following agencies, and as such
has officiel custody of their records: the several town meetings, 1741~ 6
the town council, 1741--, 7 the probate court, 1741--, 8 the board of can-
vassers, 1844--, 9 and the board of license commissioners, 1933--.

In case of the absence of the moderator or of the clerk of any town
meeting of a town not divided into voting districts (West Greenwich), the
town meeting may elect a moderator or clerk pro tempore, and the town clerk
presides at such election as the moderator.ll

All records, unless otherwise specified, are housed in the office or
vault of the town clerk.

Property Records

15, RECEIVING BOOK, 1903--, 1 vol.

Register of all instruments affecting real and personal property left
for recording with town clerl, showing nanes of grantor, grantee, or par-
ties; type of instrument, date and time of day received, book and page num-
bers, when recorded, Arr, chron. by date of entry. No index. Hdw. 300 pp.
IES s e

16. RECORD OF DiRD3, 1739--, 23 vols,, 3 folders, (vols., labeled 1
and 2, 3-8, 1-5, 10-20), Title varies: Land Evidence, 1739-1917,
vols, 1 and 2, 3-8, 10-17; vols. 1 and 2, 3-8, subtitled 01ld Date;
vols., 1-5 subtitled New Date.

Transcriptions of various instruments affecting property, including:

a. Assignments
i. of water rights, 1807--,
ii., of mortgages, 1811-48. For transcriptions1742-72, 1838--,
see entry 20-a-i,
iii. of estate for life, 1814-88, For transeriptions 1772-1827,
see entry 20-a-iii.
iv. general, 1835--,

8y Ty M, Re CL74l<TgTAY,

B. P 1, sen nialt cx lnsd. sec. 1.

4. T, M., R. (1914-30): Record of Hlections (1930--).
5. T, M. R. (1741-1920); Record of Elections (1930--).
6. T, M. R. (1741-1930); Record of Elections (1930--).
7 s 0L Re La7dian) .

8, Thids

9 I
10. 1bid, *(1933~--) .
11, & T., 1978, ch. BB1. sec, 7, phs 700401,
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b. Bonds

LTS
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el

c. Deeds
T

e

Tha

A

s

vi,

Vi

Vi,
115
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(16)

grantee's, 1763-1814.
see entry 20-b-i.
defeasance, 1763-1857.

see entry 20-b-ii.
and mortgage, 1711-1836.

For transcriptions 1737-72, 1838-57,

For transcriptions 1737-72, 1838-58,

general warranty, 1739--, Tor transcriptions 1737-72,
1838-72, see entry 20-c-i.

of gift, 1741--, TFor transcriptions 1747-72, 1838-52,
see entry 20-c-v.

quiteclaim, 1742--, For transcriptions 1743-72, 1838~--,
see entry 20-c-ii.

of partition (articles of division), 175l--,
tions 1744-1903, see entry 20-c-iv.

treasurert's (Colony), 1755-87.

sheriff's, of sale, 1758--.

mortgagee's, 1772--. For transcriptions 1744-68, sce
entry 20-c-iii.

confirmatory, 1838--.

tax collectorts, 1851~-~.

For transcrip-

d. Discharges

35

Tt e

skt

TLT7

V.

s

of grantee's bonds, 1763-1806. For transcriptions 1737-72,
165C.-68, see entry 20-d-i.

of defeasance bonds, 1763-1858,
1838-58, see entry 20-d-ii.

of bonds and mortgages, 1771-1836.
1747-1902, see entry 20-d-vi.

of chattel mortgages, 1773-1837., Tor transcriptions 1742-72,
1338-42, see entries 20-d-iv, and 22-b.

of mortgages, 1786-1837. For transcriptions 1737-72, 1838--,
see entry 20-d-iii.

of liens, 1902--.

For transcriptions 1737-72,

For transcriptions

e. Mortgages

ate

ii,
i

iv.

o
L

1

ikl

real estate, real estate and personal property, 1751-1837.
For transcriptions 1737-72, 1838--, see entry 20-e-i.

bonds and, 1771-1836.

chattel, 1773-1837. For transcriptions 1742-72, 1838-42,
sece entry 20-e-iii.

release and discharge
subseguent records

of personal property, 1773-1837. For

1846~-, see entry 22-d.

. Releases

of dower, 1788-1841, For transcriptions 1743-72, 1838--,
see entry 20-f-ii.

of estate, 1795-1836.

g. Miscellaneous
1%

ATl

BB

acknowledgments, 1739--.
estates for life, 1752--.
easements, 1754--.
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Town Clerk - Property Records (17-19)

iv. affidavits, 1758--1882.
v. water rights, 1760--.
vi. agreements, 1761--,
vii. special letter of attorney, 1761--. For transcriptions
1741-72, 1838--, see entry 20-f-i.
viii. affidavit of publication of notice of sale, 1772--. For tran-
scriptions 1744-68, 1844-33, see entry 20-f-iii.
ix. indenture of lease, 1731--. TFor transcriptions 1747-72, see
entry 20-f-iv.
X. wills and codicils, 1794--. For transcriptions 1743--, see
also entry l4-e, k.
Xi. Dbills of sale, 1797-1931. See also entry 22-a.
xii. fence viewers' decisions, 1803-1928.
xiii. witnesses' certificate of entry, 1803--.
xiv. contracts of sale, 1810--,
Xv. articles of association, 1813-88.
xvi. dedications, 1869--. Tor original instruments 1869-1934, see
entry 18,
xvii. (statutory, actual, or constructive) notices, 1922--.
xviii. burial ground trust, 1925--, For record 1898--, see entry 4-n.
Arr, chron, by date of entry. 1739-1836 indexed alpha. by surname of gran-
tor-grantee; 18%6--~ indexed alpha. by first letter of surname of each party
(grantor-grantee in front of book; grantee-grantor in back of book). TFor
Separate index, see entry 17. Hdw, and typed. 13 x 9 x 2 - 18 x 12 x 2%.
12 vols. and & folders, 1741-1836, State Archives, R. 314, State House,
Providence, 11 vols., 1817--, safe, town clerk's office.

17. GRANTOR AND GRANTED INDEX, 1899-1915. 1 vol.

Grantor and grantee index serving Record of Deeds, entry 16, Record of
Mortgages, entry 20, Chattel Mortgages, entry 22, showing date recorded,
name of grantee or party (of second part), type of instrument, name of
grantor or party (of first part), book and page reference number. Arr,
alpha, by first letter of surname of parties, chron. thereunder by date
recorded. Hdw. 150 pp. 6 x 11 x %.

18. OUITCLATM DEEDS TO TOWN (Dedications), 1869-1934. 1 bdl., 1 env.

Original deeds of property conveyed to town as gifts for schools, high-
ways, etc., showing names and residences of grantor and grantee; designation
of parties, explanation of title, description and location of property; con-
clusion, date executed; signatures and seals of grantors; attestation; time
and date received for record, book and page reference number; clerk!'s attest.
Arr. chron. by date of deed., No index. Hdw, 8% X .% X/,

For record of dedications, see entry 16-g-xvi.

19. TAX COLLECTOR'S RETURNS ON SALES OF REAL ESTATE, 1899. 1 env.

Returns of public sale of real estate levied upon for unpaid taxes by
tax collector, showing name of taxpayer, location and description of prop-
crty; amount of tax, interest, costs; date of warrant; name of purchaser,
amount of sale; date of deed; name of newspaper in which notice of sale
appeared, clipping of notice of sale; notarization, signature of tax col-
lector, town clerk, Arr, alpha. by first letter of surname of taxpayer.
No index. Hdaw. 4 x 9 x 7.
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20. RECORD OF MORTGAGES, 1737-72, 1838--, 7 vols. (1, 1-5, 5A).
Title varies: Mortgages and Quitclaims, 1737-72, 1 vol.;
Book of Mortgages, 1838-1921, 4 vols.
Transcriptions of mortgages and other instruments recorded by town
clerk, including:
a. Assignments
i, real estate, real estate and personal property mortgages,
1742-72, 1838~--, For transcriptions 1811-48, see entry
16-a-ii.
ii. of legacy, 1747-72.
iii, of life estate, 1772-1827. For transcriptions 1814-88, see
entry 1l6-a-iii,
b. Bonds
i, grantee's, 1737-72, 1838-57, For transcriptions 1763-1814,
see entry 16-b-i.
ii. defeasance, 1737-72, 1838-58, For transcriptions 1763-1857,
see entry 16-b-ii.
¢. Deeds
i. general warranty, 1737-72, 1838-72, For transcriptions
1739--, see entry 16-c-i.
ii. quitelaim, 1743-72, 1838--, For transcriptions 1742--, see
entry lé-c-iii.

iii. mortgagee's, 1744-68. For transcriptions 1772--, see entry
16-c-vii.
iv. of partition (articles of division), 1744-1903. For tran-
seriptions 1751--, see entry 16-c-iv.

v. of gift, 1747-72, 1838-52. For transcriptions 1741--, see
entry l6-c-ii.
d. Discharges
i. of grantee's bonds, 1737-72, 1838-58. For transcriptions
1763-1806, see entry 16-d-i.
ii, of defeasance bonds, 1737-72, 1838-58., For transcriptions
1763-1858, see entry 16-d-ii.
iii. of mortgages, 1737-72, 1838--. TFor transcriptions 1786-1837,
see entry 16-d-v.
iv.: of chattel mortgages, 1742-72, 1838-42. TFor records
1773-1837, see entry 1l6-d-iv; for 1834--, see entry 22-b,
v. of bonds, 1747-1902.
vi. of bonds and mortgages, 1747-1902. Tor transcriptions
1771-1836, see entry 16-d-iii,
e. Mortgages
i. real estate, real estate and personal property, 1737-72,
1838~~. For transcriptions 1751-1837, see entry lé-e-i.
ii. colony (paper money), 1742-64,
iii, chattel, 1742-72, 1838-42. Tor transcriptions 1773-1837,
see entry l6-e-iii.
iv. partial release of, 1841--.
v. Narragansett Electric Lighting Company, Providence; Rhode
Island Hospital Trust Company, Providence, trustee.
f. Miscellaneous
i. special letter of attorney (power of attorney), 1741-72,
1838-~. For transcriptions 1761--, see entry 16-g-vii.
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ii., release of dower, 1743-72, 1838--, TFor transcriptions
1788~1841, see entry 16-f-i,
iii, affidavit of publication of notice of sale, 1744-68, 1844-33,
For transcriptions 1772~-~-, see entry 16-g-viii.
iv. leaseholds for life, 1747-72. For transcriptions 1791--, see
entry 16-g-ix.
Arr. chron, by date of entry. Indexed alpha, by first letter of surname of
mortgagor, mortgagee, or parties; also separate index, 1899-1915, entry 17.
Hdw. 550 pp. 14 x 9 x 2&. Vol, 1, 1737-72, State Archives, R, 314, State
House, Providence, vols. 1-5, 5A, 1838-~, safe, town clerk's office.

2l. THE BOOK OF THE REGISTRY OF MORTGAGES TO THE STATE, NO. 1 OF THE
NEW DATE BELONGING TO WEST GREENWICH, 1786-87. 1 vol.

Transcriptions of mortgage deeds, showing date, name of instrument,
name, residence of mortgagor; location, description of property; conditions,
interest rate, defeasance bond; signature and seal of mortgagor, attestation
and signatures of witnesses, acknowledgment; date recorded, clerk!'s attest.
Arr. chron. by date of entry. Indexed alpha, by first letter of surname of
mortgagor., Hdw. 104 pp., 14 x 11 x 3/4.

22. CHATTEL MORTGAGES, 1834--, 2 vols., (1, 2).

Transcriptions of instruments conveying title of personal property to
mortgagee, showing names of State, county, town, names and residence of
mortgagee, mortgagor, considerations; conveyance of legal title; descrip-
tion, location of chattels, appraisal value, pertinent information; conclu-
sion, date executed, signature and seal of mortgagor; attestation; time and
date recorded, clerk's attest.

Also contains:
a., bill of sale with warranty (transfer of personal property), 1834--,
see entry 1l6-g-xi.
b. discharge of chattel mortgages, 1834--, See entries 16-d-iv and
20-d-iv.
¢. assignments of personal property mortgages, 1838--.
d. release and discharge of personal property mortgages, 1846--.
For prior records 1773-1837, see entry l6-e-iv.
e. receipts in full, 1873-1906.
f. assignment of wages, 1884--,
Arr, chron, by date of entry, Indexed alpha. by first letter of surname of
mortgagee, mortgagor, or parties. For separate index, see entry 17, Hdw.
250 pp. 13 x 8% x 1.

23. (Copies of Writs of) EXECUTIONS, 1928-29. 1 env.

a. Sheriff's copies of writs of execution on judgment with notices of
public vendue annexed, showing name of plaintiff, name and place of court of
Jurisdiction, date of session; name and residence of defendant; amount of
Judgment, costs; return date; attestation, seal, signature of clerk of court.
Jacket, showing names of plaintiff, defendant, plaintiff's attorney and dep-
uty sheriff.

b. Sheriff's notice of sale, showing time, date, description and loca-
tion of property; date, time and place of sale; signature of deputy sheriff.
No-obws anr, « No index, How. 4 X 9 x %.
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Vital Statistics

24. WRITS (of Attachment and Mesne Process), 1927-29. 1 bdl.

Deputy sheriff's copies left with town clerk for recording, showing
names and addresses of defendant, plaintiff, and trustee; damages or decla-
rations to be filed; return date, name and location of court of jurisdietion
affidavits, type of action, seal, date, and signature of clerk of court.

Officer's return, showing date, time, and place of service, articles
attached, date and place of filing, signature of officer,

Arr, alpha. by first letter of surname of defendant. No index. Hdw.
9 x4 x 3. :
For record 1924--, see entry 25.

7

25, BOOKS OF WRITS OF ATTACHMENTS, 1924~-. 1 vol. (1).

Register of writs of attachment and mesne process, showing names of
defendant, plaintiff, and trustee, damages or declarations to be filed,

Officer's return, showing time and place of service, date and place
of filing, signature of deputy sheriff, clerk's attest. :

Also contains sheriff's bonds and discharges, 1924--,
Arr, chron, by date of entry. Indexed alpha., by first letter of surname
of plaintiff showing defendant. Hdw. 75 pp. 8%-x 7% %.

For original writs 1927-29, see entry 24.

26, DISCHARGE OF LIEN (State Inheritance Tax Liens), 1922--. 1 bdl.
Original notices of discharges of inheritance tax liens, to town clerk
by chairman of State tax agency, discharging inheritance tax upon payment,
showing name of estate, location and description of property, manner and
date of discharge; signature of State tax official. Arr. alpha. by name
of estate, No index. Typed. 4 x 9 x 1.

Vital Statistics

27. (Original Certificates and Returns of) BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND
DEATHS, 1857-1921. 3 boxes.

a. Returns of births, 1900-1901, 3-4, 6, 16-17, 19-21, original and
official copies, including out-of-town births of residents of town, show-
ing names of town, State, date of birth, full name, sex and color of child,
number of child of mother, place of birth, present residence; father's name,
age, color, occupation, and birthplace; mother's maiden name, age, and birth-
blace; signature of physician or enumerator, and town clerk,

b. Returns of marriages, 1857-71, 73-89, 91-93, 95-99, 1903-4, 1921,
original and official copies, showing full name of bride and groom, resi-
dence, age, color, occupation, birthplace, number of marriage, father's
name, mother's maiden name, maiden name of bride if previously married,
date of return, certification of bride and groom, signatures of witnesses;
clergyman's certification of marriage, showing name of groom and bride,
date and place of marriage, attest of clergyman, and signature of wit-
nesses, IFor subsequent records 1896~-, See entry 33-b.

¢. Returns of deaths, 1898-99, 1901-2, 4, 20, official and original
copies, showing date of death, full name of deceased, age, place of death,
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residence, sex, color, marital status, occupation, birthplace, parents! names
and birthplaces; place of burial, name of informant; physician's certificate,
showing name of deceased, date of death, diseases or causes of death, dura-
tion of disease, signature of physician; undertaker's certification of phy-
cian's certificate.
Arr, chron, by date of return. No index. Hdw. and typed. 5 x 6 x 12 -
et 18- 1.8,

For record of births 1741-1862, see entry 29-a; for record of births
1857--, see entry 30. TFor record of marriages 1741-1869, see entry 29-b;
for record of marriages 1852-~1921, see entry 31l; for record of marriages
1881-~, see entry 33-b, IFor record of deaths 1741-1906, see entry 29-c;
for record of deaths 1853--, see entry 32.

28. MINORS' PERMIT TO MARRY, 1881-91, 1893-99, 1907, 1909, 1911-14,
1916 1918920 =P ahdl ar
Minor's permit to marry, issued by town clerk, showing name of town,
names of father and mother or guardian, certificate of approval and per-
mission to marry; name of intended bride or groom, name of minor, signature
of father and mother or guardian, and witness. Arr, alpha. by first letter
of surname of minor. No index., Hdw. Approx., 4 x8 x 1,

29. MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, &C (and Registry of Deaths), 1741-19086.

3 vols, (1-8), Title varies: Marriages, Births, and Burials in
West Greenwich, 1741-65, 1 vol,; A Book of Registry of the Mar-
riages, Births, and Burials belonging to West Greenmwich in the
county of Kent, in his Majesty's English Colony of Rhode Island
in New England &C, 1765-1815, 1 vol.

a, Record of births registered in town, 1741-1862, showing date of rec-
ord, date of birth, full name of child, sex, color, number of child of mother
place of birth, whether stillborn; name, occupation, age, residence, color
and birthplace of father; maiden name, age, color, and birthplace of mother;
name of physician or midwife, town clerk's certification. For subsequent
and coextensive records 1857--, see entry 30,

b. Record of marriages registered in town, 1741-1869, showing date and
place of marriage, full name, residence, age, date of birth, color, birth-
place, and occupation of bride and groom, maiden name of bride if previously
married; parents! birthplace; number of marriage of each; name, official sta-
tion and denomination of person performing ceremony, names of witnesses, town
clerk!'s certification, and date recorded. Ior subsequent and coextensive
records 1852-1921, see entry 31; for record 1896--, see entry 33-b.

¢. Record of deaths registered in town, 1741-1906, showing date of re-
cording, date of death, name of deceased, age, place of death, sex, color,
marital status, occupation, birthplace; names and birthplaces of parents,
mother's maiden name; place of burial, name of informant and relation to
deceased; name of physician or undertaker; physician's certificate with
date, time and cause of death, duration of disease, signature of physician;
town clerk!'s certification. For subsequent and coextensive records 1853--,
See entry 32.

Arr, chron. by date of recording. Indexed alpha. by first letter of surname

of child, groom and bride, or deceased. Hdw. 200 pp. 14 x 8 x 1, 2 vols.,

1741-1815, Staté Archives, R. 314, State House, Providence; 1 vol, 1815-1906,
safe, town clerk!'s office.
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For original returns of births 1900-1901, 3-4, 6, 16-17, 19-21, see
entry 27-a. For original returns of marriages 1857-71, 73-89, 91-93,
95-99, 1903-4, 1921, see entry 27-b; 1896--, see entry 33-b. For original
returns of deaths 1898-99, 1901-2, 4, 20, see entry 27-c.

30. RECORD OF BIRTHS, 1857--. 3 vols, 1741-1862 in Marriages, Births,
&C., entry 29-a.

Record of births registered in town, showing name of town, date of
record, name of informant, date of birth, full name, sex, and color of
child; number of child of mother, place of birth; whether born alive,
stillborn, plural births; parcnts' residence, father's name, age, OoccCu-
pation, birthplace, color; mother's name, maiden name, age, birthplace,
color, remarks; sSignature of physician, midwife, or parent, date filed,
clerk's attest. Arr. chron. by calendar year; chron. thereunder by date
of birth. Indexed alpha. by first letter of surname of child. Hdw.

200 pp. 16 x 11% x 1.

3l. RECORD OF MARRIAGES, 1852-1921. 2 vols. 1741-1869 in Marriages,
Births, &C., entry 29-b; 1881-- in (Intentions and) Returns of
Marriage, entry 33-b.

Record of marriages in town, and out-of-town marriages of residents
(1894-1921), showing name of town, year ending date, date and place of
marriage, names, ages, color, residences, and birthplace of bride and
groom, occupation of groom, names of parents of each, mother's maiden
name, birthplace of parents, number of marriage of each (terminated by
divorce, death), name, address, official station, and denomination of
person performing ceremony, names of witnesses, clerk's attest. Arr.
chron, by calendar year, chron, thereunder by date of marriage. In-
dexed alpha. by first letter of surname of groom and bride, Hadw.

300 pp, 16 x 105 x 1.

32. RECORD OF DEATHS, 1853--, 3 vols. 1741-1906 in Marriages,
Births, &C., entry 29-c.

Record of deaths registered in town, showing name of town, date of re-
cording, date of death; name of deceased, address, date and place of birth,
age, sex, color, place of death, and marital status; father's name, motherts
maiden name, parentst birthplaces; place of burial, military record, signa-
ture of informant, relation to deceased; physician's certificate with date,
time and cause of death, duration of disease, signatures of physician and
undertaker, clerk's attest. Arr. chron. by calendar year, chron. thereunder
by date of recording. Indexed alpha. by first letter of surname of deceased.
Hdw. 200 pp, 16 x 11 x 1.

33. (Intentions and) RETURNS OF MARRIAGE, 188l--. 6 vols, (3 vols.
unlabeled, 4~6). Title varies: Intentions of Marriage, 1881-96,
2 vols. unlabeled; Intentions and Returns of Marriages, 1807-1926,
S vols. 1 vol, unlabeled and 4, 5., 1857-71, 73-89, 91-93, 95-99,
1903-4, 1921 in (original Certificates and Returns of) Births, Mar-
riages, and Deaths, entry 27-b.

a. Record of declaration of intentions and returns of marriage; inten-
tions showing license number, date of intention, names, ages,occupations,race
or color, birthplaces, and dates of births of bride and groom, number of mar-
riage of each (terminated by death, divorce), father's name, mother's maiden




& O

Town Clerk - Vital Statistics; Census; (34-38)
Licenses and Registrations

name; birthplaces and occupations of parents of each; certifications, sig-
natures of bride and groom; clerk's attest.

b. Reverse side, return of marriage, 1896-~, showing date of return,
name of State, names of bride and groom, date and place of marriage; attest,
signature, residence, and denomination of clergyman, title of officiant,
signatures of witnesses, date recorded, clerk's attest.

Arr. chron. by calendar year, chron, thereunder by date of recording. In-
dexed alpha. by first letter of surname of groom and bride. HdAw. 150 pp.
T6s o iliex dl

Census

34, CENSUS, 1820, WEST GREENWICH, 1820. 1 vol.

Official enumeration of inhabitants of town, showing names of heads of
families, number of males and females with names, ages, sex, addresses, and
occupations. Arr, alpha. by first letter of surname of family. No index.
Haw. 10 pp. 12% x 8 x 1/8.

35. CENSUS OF DISTRICT NO. 1, 1875. 1 vol,

List of inhabitants of district, numbered consecutively in order of enu-
merator's visitations, showing construction and type of building, names of
head and members of family, with ages, sex, color, relation to head, martial
status, birthplace, parentage, occupation, literacy; whether voters, type of
physical or mental defects (if any). Arr, chron, by date of visitation. No
index, Hdw. 75 pp, 14 x 8% x

I

Licenses and Registrations

36. (REGISTRATION OF APIARIES), 1927--. 1 vol,

Stubs of certificates issued for registration of apiaries, showing cer-
tificate number, name and address of registrant, number of colonies of bees
kept, names and addresses of other bee keepers known to registrant, date of
registration. Arr. alpha. by first letter of surname of registrant. No
index. Hdw. 50 pp. 5 x 4 x %.

87. APPLICATIONS FOR HUNTING LICENSE, 1935--. 1 env.

Applications, showing citizenship status of applicant, name, address,
occupation, birthplace, and physical description; number and date of appli-
cation, applicant's signature, notarizaticn. Arr. chron. by date of applica-
tion, numer. thercunder by application number, No index. Hdw, 9 x 12 x %.

38. HUNTING LICENSE (Stubs), 1937--., 1 vol.

Stubs of hunting licenses issued, showing license number, citizenship
status of licensee, type of license (resident, nonresident, alien, nonresi-
dent alien), fee paid; name, residence, nationality, age, color or race,
physical description, and occupation of licensee; date issued, signature
of town clerk. Arr, chron., by date of issue, numer, thereunder by license
numbers No indexi’ 'Hiw. 100 pp. 6 '3 x i,
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Town Clerk - Licenses and (39-45)
Registrations; Maps and Plats

39. (MONTHLY RETURN OF HUNTING LICENSES), 1934--, 1 env.

Copies of monthly returns of hunting licenses issued, submitted by town
clerk to State, showing name of town, period covered by return, type of li-
cense (resident, nonresident, alien, nonresident alien), fees collected, .
license numbers issued, numbers voided, total fees collected, amount re-
tained by town clerk, amount remitted to general treasurer, certification
and signature of town clerk. Arr, chron. by date of return. No index.
Typed. 9 x 12 x %.

40. HUNTER'S CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION, 1935. 1 env.

Copies of resident, nonresident, and alien hunter's certificates,
showing license fee, name, residence, age, occupation, identifying phy-
sical description of registrant, name of town, certificate number, town
ctlerk!s attest. Arr, numer. by number of certificate. No index. Hdw.
9 x 12 x £,

41. FRESH WATER FISHING LICINSE (Stubs), 1938--. 1 vol.

Stubs of licenses issued, showing license number, fee paid, type of
license (resident, nonresident, alien, nonresident alien), name, residence,
nationality, age, identifying physical description, and occupation of li-
censee, name of town, date issued, signature of town clerk. Arr., chron. by
date of issue, numer, thereunder by license number, No index. Hdw.

100 ppic 6 & B %= L:

42, MONTHLY RETURN FROM FRESH WATER FISHING LICENSES, 1935--, 1 env.

Copies of monthly returns of fresh water fishing licenses made by
town clerk to State, showing name of town, period covered by return, type
of license issued (resident, nonresident, alien, nonresident alien), fees
collected, numbers voided, total fees collected, amount retained by town
clerk, amount remitted, certification and signature of town clerk. Arr,
chron, by date of return. No index, Hdw. 9 x 12 x Z.

43. DOG BOOK, 1864-1927. 1 vol.

Register of licensed dogs, showing date registered, license number,
name and address of owner or keeper; sex, breed, description, and name of
dog. Arr, chron, by years, alpha. thereunder by first letter of surname
of owner, No index., Hdw. 150 pp, 13 x 8 x 1,

44. DOG LICENSE BOOK (Stubs), 1927--. 2 vols.

Stubs of dog licenses issued (replacing Dog Book, entry 43), showing
name and address of owner or keeper, fee paid, license number; sex, breed,
and description of dog. Arr. chron. by date of issue. No index. Hdw.
200 pp. 12E w0 x 1 5/4,

Maps and Plats
45, TELEPHONE POLES AND WIRES LOCATED, 1924-32. 8 maps.

Maps originally annexed to petitions to town council for proposed
location and relocation of poles and wires, showing names of streets,
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Town Clerk - Maps and Plats (46-51)

highways, trails, waterways, adjoining residences; present and proposed loca-
tion of poles. New England Telephone and Telegraph Company, Providence.
Blueprints, Scale varies, 11 x 36, No index.

46, PLAT #187, STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC ROADS - SECTION OF HIGHWAYS IN
TOWNS OF FOSTER, COVENTRY, WEST GREENWICH AND EXETER, APRIL 20,
1927, 19275 19 plates
Plats of sections of land condemned by State for highway purposes, show-
ing boundaries, highways; name of proposed road; location; surveyed section
of project, indicating owner's or claimant's bounds; plat number, date sur-
veyed, name of draftsman; time, date filed, signature of town clerk. State
Board of Public Roads, Providence. Blueprint. Scale 1 inch = 40 feet.
40 x 13. No index.

47, PLATS #61 and #90, STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC ROADS - SECTION OF
HIGHWAYS IN TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH, 1923. #61, 9 plats;
#90, 8 plats.

Plats of sections of land condemned by State for highway purposes,
showing boundaries, name of proposed road; location; town boundaries inter-
sected; plat number, name of draftsman; time, date filed, signature of town
clerk. State Board of Public Roads, Providence, Blueprint., Scale
1l inch = 40 feet. 40 x 13, No index.

48, PLAT #5, STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC ROADS - SECTIONS OF HIGHWAYS IN
TOWNS OF COVENTRY AND WEST GREENWICH, May 26, 1920. 10 plats.
Plats of sections of land condemned by State for highway purposes,
showing boundaries, highways; name of proposed road; location; surveyed
section of project indicating owner's or claimant's bounds; town bound-
aries intersected; plat number, date surveyed, name of draftsman; time,
date filed, signature of town clerk, State Board of Public Roads, Provi-
dence. Blueprint. Scale 1 inch = 40 feet, 40 x 13, No index.

49, PLANS AND PROFILES OF STATE ROADS IN WEST GREENWICH, 1903-4, 1908.
4 sheets.

Tracings of plans of section of State road, showing various cross sec-
tional elevations (shaded) of profiles of State roads, adjoining highways,
bridges; name of draftsman; date approved by State Board. State Board of
Public Roads, Providence. Tracing cloth. Scale: hor., 1 inch = 40 feet;
vert, 1 inch = 8 feet. 84 x 23. No index.

50, THE CONGDON MILLS PLAT IN WEST GREENWICH, 1874. 1 plat,

Tracing of subdivision of Congdon Mills Plat, showing location and
number of lots; boundary markings, highways, streets; names of abutting
property owners., Ink tracing by G. T. Lanphear, C. E. Tracing cloth.
Scale 1 inch = 80 feet. 13 x 24, No index.

51. MAP OF THE DAVID HOPKINS WOOD LOT IN WEST GREENWICH, 1873. 1 map,.
Tracing of subdivision of estate into house lots, showing location and
number of lots; boundary markings; names of abutting property owners; high-
ways, streets. Gladding and Reynolds, Providence. Tracing cloth. Scale
1l inch = 160 feet, 32 x 24. No index.
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Town Clerk - Maps and Plats; (52-56)
Military Records;
Naturalization

52. PLAT OF DIVISION OF GREAT PURCHASE TO THE WESTWARD OF TOWN OF
EAST GREENWICH, 1726. 2 plats.

Plat of subdivision as it was laid out in June 1720 by the governor
with the assistance of the committee appointed, copied February 12, 1726,
showing location of town lines, roads, highways; various properties, lot
numbers, names of property owners, area. Draftsman and publisher unknown.
Mounted, black and white. Writing and scale illegible. 24 x 21. No index,

For legible plat manuscript copy by Wm., Hall, Surveyor, Feb. 19,
1726/27, see R. I. Maps, Vol, 48, pp. 25-30, in custody of R. I. Historical
Society, 52 Power St., Providence,

53. PLAT AND PLAN OF BEACH POND PARK, no date. 1 plat,

Plat and plan of land in West Greenwich and HExeter under condemna-
tion, showing State and town boundaries; stake and stone bounds of prop-
erty; roads, highways, ponds; lot numbers, names of abutting property
owners; properties purchased; Federal and State owned properties. State
Department of Agriculture and Conservation, Providence. Tracing cloth.
Scale 1 inch = 400 feet. 42 x 66, No index,

Military Records

54, ENROLLED MILITIA, 1862--., 1 vol.

List of male inhabitants between eighteen and forty-five years of
age, showing entry number, names, and ages of enrollees. Arr. chron. by
date of roster, alpha. thereunder by first letter of surname of inhabi-
tant. No index. Hdw. 200 pp. 13 x 8 x 1.

55. MILITARY RETURNS, 1922--. 1 env.

Returns by company commander of State militia to town clerk, list-
ing residents who have performed military duty during year and entitled
to remission of poll tax by law, showing name and location of company,
date of return, names of militiamen, signature of commanding officer,
notarization. Arr. alpha. by first letter of surname of militiaman.

No index., Typed. 4 x 9 x 1/8.

Naturalization

56, NATURALIZATION RECORD, 1892--. 1 vol.

Copies of naturalization certificates filed and recorded at the time
of first registration of person desiring to vote, showing name and loca-
tion of court granting petition; name and residence of naturalized citizen,
date recorded, town clerk!s attest. Arr. chron, by date of entry., Indexed
alpha. by first letter of surname of citizen. Hdw, 150 pp. 10% x 8 x &,
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Town Clerk - Professional Register; (57-62)
Voting; Miscellaneous

Professional Register

57, REGISTER OF CLERGYMEN, 1897--. 1 vol,

Entries, showing name of clergyman, name, location and denomination of
church, date of registry, and signature of clergyman. Arr, chron. by date
of entry., No index. Hdw. 12 pp, 11} x 9 x 2,

Voting

o8, THE REGISTRY BOOK, 1877--, 4 vols,

Record of men and women registered in West Greenwich, showing date reg-
istered, name, residence, date and place of birth; dates of entrance into
State, into town, and into United States; place of entry; where, when, and
by what court naturalized; where, when, and by what court father or husband
was naturalized, signature of registrant, signature of town clerk. Arr.
alpha, by first letter of surname of registrant. No index. Hdw. 100 pp.
206 oe

59. CAUCUS PAPERS (Democratic Party), 1933--. 1 bdl.

Lists of names and addresses of men and women approved at democratic
party caucus as delegates to State and congressional conventions, and as
members of State central committees; signature of clerk of democratic town
committee. Arr. chron. by date of caucus. No index. Hdw. 107 x 4% x L.

60. CAUCUS PAPERS (Republican Party), 1983--, 1 bdl.

Lists of names and addresses of men and women approved by republican
town committee, showing information as in entry 59; signature of clerk of
republican town meeting. # Arr, chron. by date of caucus. No index. Hdw.
10: x 4% x .

61, RECORD'OF EIECTIONS, 1930--. 1 vol., 1741-1928 in Town Mceting

Book, entry 2-c.

Record of ballots cast at general elections, showing date of election,
nature of office (senator, representative, town clerk, etc,), names of can-
didates, name of party, number of votes received by each candidate, number
of votes cast for and against governor!s proclamation and warrants, etec.
Also contains:

8. loose copies of affidavits of absentee voters.
b. applications for ballots, 1938.
Arr, chron, by date of election., No index. Hdw. 200 pp. 14 x 9 x 1,

Miscellaneous

62. TOWN TREASURER'S BOND, 1938. 1 sheet.

Treasurer's bond, filed with town clerk, showing names and residences of
obligors, obligees, and principal; amount of bond, date executed, conditions,
Signatures and seals of obligors: attestation: acknowledgments, date filed,
clerk's attest. No obv. arr, No index. Typed. 16 x 8 x Z.
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Town Clerk - Miscellaneous; (63-65)
Town Sergeant

65. CORRESPONDENCE, 1934--, 1 folder.

File of incoming correspondence and carbon copies of nepiliies s e Arrs
alpha, by first letter of name of addressor and addressee, chron. there-
under by date of letter. No index. Hdw. and typed. 9 x 12 x 1.

64. TAX LISTS, 1925--, 2 vols, (dated), 1 roll.

Town's permanent assessed valuation and tax record, transcribed by
town clerk from Statement of Assessors, showing similar information as
entry 67. Arr. chron. by years, alpha. thereunder by first letter of
surname of person assessed. No index. Typed. Vols. aver. 125 Pp.

17 x 14 x 13; roll 14 x 3,

65. WEST GREENWICH TAX BOOK, 1864--. 75 vols.
Annual printed publication by vote of financial town meeting, con-
taining;

a. tax assessments on property with name of town, year assessed, list
of property owners, exemptions; description, location, and area
of real property and items assessed; assessed valuations on land
(1869-~), buildings and improvements (1890--), personal property
(1864--), intangible personal (1912--), total assessed valuation
on all property; total tax; registry tax (1864-88); summary of
town valuation and assessments (1864--); tax warrants (1864--);
certification of asscssments (1864--); town clerk!'s certifica-
tion (1864-84).

b. wunpaid highway tax returns, 1864-66, 1869-76, 1878-94.

c. list of town officers, 1864-1924, 1926--. For original records
1741-1928, see entry 2-c.

d. town treasurer's report (annual), 1864-1924, 1926--. For original
reports 1915--, see entry 8, For prior records 1829-63, see
entry 2-h.

e. town ordinances, 1867-71, 77 -79, 81, 83, 87 -88.

f. school fund, 1867-1908, 1910-19, For prior records 174l--, see
entry 74.

g. dog fund, 1876-1908, 1910-19. For prior records 1741--, see
entry 74; for records 1906--, see entry 76.

h. poll tax list, 1889--., For prior records 1756-1871, see entry 2-f.

Arr. chron, by years. No index. Printed. Aver. 30 pp. 9 x 6 x 1/16.
For original records of assessments 1903-11, see entry 66,

VI. TOWN SERGEANT

Following closely upon the organization of colony government under the
charter of 1663, the general assembly passed an act "Establishing the Elec-
tion of Town Officers in Fach Respective Town in the colony." 1 Tneluded
among the officers set forth by the provisions of this act was that of the
town sergeant.

e R, T, GoT, Regs | vol, 1 Part 16561665 "p: 180,
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Town Sergeant; Assessors of Taxes (Next entry 66, p. 33).

Consequently, when in the year 1741, the freemen of West Greenwich met
for the first time " . , . to choose and Elect such town officers as they
shall have occasion for and the Law directs , . . " they selected, among
others, a town sergeant, Benjamin Spink.2

The sergeant was chosen annually until 1914, 5 when, by a special act
of the general assembly passed earlier in the same year, tenure of the of-
fice was increased to two years.é Thenceforth, the officer has been chosen
biennially.5 The office has always been elective in West Greenwich.®

The town sergeant keeps no records.

VII. ASSESSORS OF TAXES

At their first town meeting, the freemen of the town proceeded forth-
with to lay the foundation for the collection of taxes by choosing, as the
law directed,l two "Rate Makers" -- Pasco Whitford and Thomas Green.?

From the first meeting until 1914, with the exception of the year 1780,
when the town meeting set the term of office at three months, tenure of the
office remained fixed at one year.5 In 1914, however, a special act of the
general assembly increased the term to two years;4 from that year, such of-
ficers have been chosen biennially.5

The title of the office has varied slightly from time to time., The
present title of Assessors of Taxes has been applied to the office since
1902, 6 The number of officers regularly elected to perform the duties of
the office has also varied. From 1741 to 1910 the number of incumbents has
ranged from two to five;7 but from 1910 to date three members were chosen
to perform the duties.8 The office has always been elective.?

Unless otherwise specified, all records are housed in the office or
vault of the town clerk.

T, M. R. (174L),

T, M. R, (1741-1914).

Byl Jan, 1904 el 1164 geecs 1,

T, M. R. (1914-30); Record of Elections (1930--) .

T. M. R, (1741-1930); Record of Elections (1930--).

Acts and Laws (Digest 1730), p. 16; R. I. Col. Recs., vol. 1,
Part I, p. 180.

H o o o

B T Mo R (741

O T Me B L1741 ONA )

45 Piolgs Jan: 916 sche 1054, Seei 1

5. T. M, R. (1914-30); Record of Election (1930--).

6. T. M., R. (1741-1930); Record of Elections (1930--).
Pe B Mt Re (1740 =1910);

Ba: TooM: B (1910==}).

9. T. M, R. (1741-1930); Record of Elections (1930--).
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Assessors of Taxes - Minutes; Records; (66-68)
Automobiles

Minutes

66. TAX BOOK A (Minutes of Meetings and Record of Assessments) ,

1908=1%, 1 wol:

Minutes of meetings of assessors of taxes, Showing time, date, and
place of meeting, names of members present, nature of business transacted,
list of property owners, date assessed, description and location of prop-
erty by title and page number of record, assessed valuation of real estate,
personal property, and total assessed tax, Arr. chron. by year assessed.
No index. Hdw. 575 pp. 19 x 12 x 2%,

For subsequent related records 1920--, see entry 67.

Records

67. STATRMENT OF ASSESSORS, 1822-26, 1920--. 1 vol., 1 bdl,, 7 envs.
Title varies: West Greenwich Tax Book, 1822-26, 1° vol. Tax
Lists, 1920-23, 1 bdl.

Estimation sheets of annual town tax assessment made by assessors of
taxes in the town, showing name of property owner, description, area and
location of real estate assessed, lot number, valuation of tangible and
intangible personal, and total value of all classes.

Also contains:
a. certification of assessment, 1920~23, 1931--. For prior printed
records 1864--, see entry 65-a.
b. poll tax assessment lists, 1920-23, 1931--. For prior printed re-
cords 1889--, see entry 65-h.
c. summary (annual) of town valuation and assessments, 1920-23, 1931--.
For prior printed records 1864--, see entry 65-a.
d. tax exemptions, 1920-23, 1951--, Tor prior printed records 1864--,
see entry 65-a.
e. ‘tax warrants, 1920-23, 1931--. For prior printed records 1864--,
see entry 65-a.
Arr, chron. by year of tax, alpha, thereunder by first letter of property
owner!s surname. No index. Hdw. and typed. Vol., 120 pp., 8% %6 B/ = %,
1822-26, R. I. Historical Society, 52 Power 56y Providenees R, boles
10 x 4 x4, 7 envs. 9 x 3 x 1/16, 1920-23, 19%31--, town clerk's office,

Auvtomobiles

68. AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATION CARDS, 1935--, 5 bdls.

Copies of automobile registration cards, issued by the Registry of
Motor Vehicles Division and used by the Assessor of Taxes in making assess-
ments on motor vehicles, showing date of issue, name and address of owner;
make, year, type, model, engine and serial numbers, seating capacity, gross
weight, annual fee, and registration number of vehicle. Arr. alpha. by
first letter of surname of registrant. No index. Typed. 3 x 5 x 2.
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Assessors of Taxes - Miscellaneous; (69-70)
Collector of Taxes

Miscellaneous

69. (LIST OF REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS), 1934--., 6 sheets.

Annual list, compiled by the town clerk, showing name and address of
grantor and grantee, description and location of real estate transferred.
Arr. chron. by years. No index. Hdw., 10 x 8 x 1/186.

70. RATE BILL OF TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH, 1774-75, 1 vol. (dated).

Copy of original rate bill, in custody of the R. I. Historical Society,
showing alphabetical list of taxpayers amount assessed, and date of tran-
scription. Arr. alpha. by family Surname. No index. Hdw. 8% X% 5/8.
R. I. Historical Society, 52 Power St., Providence, R. I.

VIII. COLLECTOR OF TAXES

At the time of incorporation of West Greenwich, and for many years
prior thereto, the collection of both colony and town taxes was committed
to the constables of the respective towns in the colony.l

At their first meeting the freemen of West Greenwich chose, among other
town officers, two constables, John Matteson and Charles Carr who undertook
the " collectlon of colony and local taxes, if any, in the town. 2 The consta-
ble, in all probability, continued to collect the colony taxes until 1749,
when a "Collector to Collect Colony Rates" was chosen.® In 17585 however,
the freemen chose a " , . , Collector to gather the Rates when any Levied

cond probably pursuant to an act passed by the General Assembly in 1754
dlrectlng the freemen of each town in the colony to elect or choose annually
one or more "Collectors of Rates", S without reference to the nature of the
tax to be collected.

The title of the office has varied slightly but the present title has
been more or less regularly applied since 1820. 6 As a general rule, a
Single officer has undertaken the collection of taxes in the town.

The office remained elective until June 1900, when, for the first time,
the town council appointed the collector. 8 The following year, howeverg the
town meeting again chose the officer and continued to do so until 1905,

I R T, Uol, Moo, 671-1686, vol, 2, p. 112,

g T 0. R (1741).

5 T, 0. R. (1d40),

4, T, M. R. (1755).

5. A. & R., Feb. 1754-Oct. 1757, Act passed June 1754, p. 34,
6., T.M.R., (1741-1900, 1901-05); T. c R. (1900, 1905--).

Pi- T. M, Re (17411900, 1901-0%) .0 %, 11500, 1906-4);

8. T, M. R. (1741-1900); T. ¢, R, (190 o

9. T, M. R. (1901-05).
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Collector of Taxes - Tax List; (71-73)
Receipts; Tax Levies

when the council again made the selection.l0 The council has continued to
make the appointments down to the present time.ll

Tenure of office remained, for the most part, at one year until 1914.
In 1914 tenure was increased to two years which term of holding has been
maintained to the present.l®

All records are housed in the office or vault of the town clerk.

Tax List

71. (COLLECTOR'S TAX LIST), 1933-~. 1 bdl.

Copies of Statement of Assessors, entry 67, made by town clerk, show-
ing name of property owned, description, area, and location of real estate
assessed, lot number, valuation of tangible and intangible personal prop-
erty, and total valuation of all classes. Also contains tax collector!'s
warrants, 1933-~,issued by town treasurer. Arr. chron. by years, alpha,
thereunder by first letter of surname of taxpayer. No index, Typed.

e 5o 28

Receipts

72, . TAXES (Receipt Stubs), 1985--. 8 vols. (1-2, 1-6, dated) .

Stubs of receipts issued for part or full payment of real estate, per-
sonal property, and poll tax assessments, showing year of tax, name' of town,
name of taxpayer, amount paid, interest (if any), total amount paid, date
of payment. Arr, chron, by date of issue. No index. Hdw. 500 Pp.

g By

Tax Levies

73, BOOK OF TAX LEVIES, 1908. 1 vol. (1).

Record of levies by tax collector for delinquency, showing names of
State and county, statement certifying levy on real estate or personal
property, date tax assessed, dates due and payable, signature of tax col-
lector, name of taxpayer, assessed valuation on real estate or personal
property, total delinguent tax. Arr. chron. by year of tax, alpha., there-
under by first letter of surname of taxpayer. No index, Hdw. 150 pp.

14 x 8 3/4 x L,

1O, -l G R 1005)5
Ll G, Ry (1906==) .
12. T. M. R. (1741-1900, 1901-05); T. C. R. (1900, 1905--~),




Town Treasurer - Records and Orders (74)

IX. TOWN TREASURER

By the terms of an act of the general assembly passed Soon after the
colony government began to function under the charter of 1663, the freemen
of each respective town were directed, among other things, to elect annually,
a number of specified town officers.l It was in accordance with the provi-
sions of this act, as set forth in the Digest of 1730, 2 that the freemen of
West Greenwich met for the first time and chose their first set of town offi-
cers, included among which was a town treasurer, one Henry Matteson, Jr.2

The treasurer continued to be chosen annually until 1914, 4 when the
genera; assembly, by special act, increased the tenure of the office to two
years, Thenceforth, the _treasurer has been chosen biennially. The office
has always been elective.

From the beginning of the town to date, although special duties have
been added to the office from time to time, the regular functions of the
treasurer have remained substantially the same.® 1In general, the treasurer
is charged, unless otherwise specified by law, with the receipt, custody,
and disbursement of all municipal moneys and funds.

All records are housed at the residence of the town treasurer, Doris V.
Andrews, Weaver Trail Road, Nooseneck.

Records and Orders

74. TREASURER'S RECORDS, 1741--, 4 vols.(@vols, dated). Title
varies: Records of the Town of West Greenwich, 1741-1797,
1l vol.; Town Treasurer's Records, 1797-1849, 1 vol.

Ledger of receipts and expenditures by fiscal years under fund headings
(general fund, school fund, town hall fund, highway fund, etc,); receipt en-
tries, showing date money received, name of payer or source, explanation and
amount; expenditure entries, showing date paid, name of payee, explanation,
title of fund, and amount, Also shows intermittent certification of town
auditor of explanation and settlement of accounts. Arr. chron., by fiscal
years. No index., Hdw. 300 pp. 16 x 113 x 23.

R. 1, Col, Recs,, vol: 1, Part I, p, 180; Laws of the Colony of
R Ta, 166561708 ps 355
Acts and Laws (Digest 1730), p. 18.

(=

PN Ry (gl )

Te M, R, (1741-1914),

P, L., Jan. 1914, ch, 1154, sec, 1.

T. M. R. (1914-30)3; Record of Elections (1930--).
T, M. R. (1741-1930); Record of Elections (1930--).
Treasurer's Records (1741--).

Ibid.

.
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Town Treasurer - Records and Orders (75-79)

75. TREASURER'S SCHOOL RECORD, 1849--, 1 vol,

Itemized record of receipts and disbursements of school funds by fiscal
years; receipts, 1850--, showing date fiscal year begins, balance carried
forward from previous year, date money received, amount received, source,
and purpose; disbursements, 1849--, by school district number, showing ap-
portionment, date, name of bayee, explanation, amount expended, and purpose
of expenditure, Between fiscal years, 1870-84, lists of amounts of money
assigned to each school district by school committee are included, showing
year, amount assigned, district number, and total for all districts, Cer-
tifications of the town auditor of the exXamination and settlement of ac-
counts are included, 1894--, Arr. chron, by fiscal year. No index. Hdw.
350 pp. 133 x 8% x 2.

For prior related record see entry 74.

76, (DOG FUND ACCOUNT BOOK), 1906-~. 1 vol.

Record of annual receipts and disbursements upon order for payment;
receipts, showing date, name of bayer, amount, total receipts, name of
treasurer; disbursements for dog damages, showing date, type of damage,
name of claimant, and amount; for killing unlicensed rabid dogs: date,
name of payer, amount; amount turned over to school fund, balance, cer-
tification of town auditor of the examination and settlement of accounts.

Arr. chron. by date of entry. No index. Hdw. 100 pp, 10 x 8 x i,

77. ORDERS ON TOWN TREASURER, 1921-~-, 7 bdige =1 eny.

Written authorizations for payment of bills allowed and ordered paid,
showing amount of order, date, name of town, name of payee, account (fund)
chargeable, explanation, order number, and signature of issuing officer;
consisting of:

a., orders on dog fund, 1921--.
b. council orders on town treasurer, 1932--. For related record of
stubs 1923--, see entry 6; for original invoices 1935--, see
entry 5.
C. school committee orders on town treasurer, 1932--. For original
invoices 1932--, see entry 92.
d. home relief bills ordered paid, 1933-34,
e, aid to dependent children orders, 1933-38.
f. town hall committee orders, 1936-37.
Arr, by agency authorizing payment, chron. thereunder by date of order.
No index. Hdw. Bdls, 85 x1 x5 - 10 x 4 x 3; env. 9 x 3% x 1.

78, NOTE BOOK (0ld Age Assistance Cash Book), 1985-~, 1 vol,

Monthly receipt entries for State reimbursement in front of book,
Showing date, explanation, amount; semimonthly expenditures in back of
book, showing date, name of recipient, amount. Arr. chron, by fiscal
year. No index. Hdw. 9 x 7% x L.

79. (CHECK STUB3), 1933--. 6 vols.
Stubs of checks issued by town treasurer, upon written authorizations,
Showing check number, date, name of payee (creditor or relief recipient),
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Town Treasurer - Records and Orders (80-82)

description and purpose of payment, amount. Arr. chron. by date of issue
with stubs numbered consecutively. No index, Hdw. 150 DD o x Tl x
For related record, sece entry 80.

80. (CANCELLED CHilCKS AND BANK STATEMENTS), 1933--. 4 bdls.

a. Monthly bank statements, showing names of bank and depositor, date
of statement, debit entries listing deposits by dates, amounts, total de-
posits; credit entries listing checks paid, dates, amounts, total payments;
balance at end of month,

b. Cancelled checks perforated with initials of bank, date paid, show-
ing check number, date issued, bank on which drawn, payee's name, amount of
check, signature of town treasurer; reverse side shows signature of endorser,
bank stamp impressions for clearing house,

Arr. chron, by months, numer, thereunder by check number. No index. Hdw.,
and typed. 9 x 3% x 3.
For related record of check stubs, see entry 79.

8l. (REIMBURSEMENT VOUCHERS ), 1933-34, 2 bdls.
Transmittal vouchers submitted with checks to town treasurer, contain-
ing:

a. State Unemployment Relief Commission vouchers reimbursing town for
money expended on work relief projects, showing date, period cov-
ered, name of town, amount of work relief payroll, work relief
orders, State projects, project supervision, home relief, adminis-
tration, supplies, equipment and transportation, total expendi-
tures, reimbursement, 5/11ths from State, signature of town treas-
urer, approval signatures of relief accountants and secretary of
State Unemployment Relief Commission.

b. DPederal Emergency Relief Administration vouchers, approved demands
for payments following certification of work relief and home
relief programs, showing voucher number, check number, name of
bank, name of town, period covered, amount expended for work
relief payroll, work relief orders, State projects, home reliet.
administration, miscellaneous, total demand, signature of secre-
tary of State Unemployment Relief Commission, date of payment,
approval signature of chief relief accountant, signature of town
treasurer. ;

Arr. by agency, chron, thereunder by date of period covered., No index.
fyped. 8% x 11 x 1/8,

82. TOWN TREASURER'S REPORTS, 1935--. 5 bdls. ‘
Duplicates of reports made by treasurer, consisting of:

a. town treasurer's reports, 1935--, showing information as in entry 8.
For originals 1915--, see entry 8; for printed record 1864--,
see entry 65-d.

b, annual report to State Budget Director and Controller for fiscal year
ending Feb, 28, 1935, showing sheet number, department to which
directed, name of town, fiscal year ending date, all revenues and
expenditures for fiscal year under schedules: sStatement of
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Town Treasurer - Records and Orders; (83-85)
Deeds and Bonds

receipts and disbursements, statement of revenue and expense,
statement of general fund assets and liabilities, signature of
town treasurer.

c. annual report to State Controller, 1936--, of all revenues and ex-
penses by fiscal year, arranged by schedules, inclosed within
jacket; face of jacket, showing title of report and name of town,
fiscal year ending date, office to which directed, number of
exhibits used by town, printed list of exhibits with check marks
after those used, certification of town treasurer; schedules show
itemized statement of receipts and disbursements, exclusive of
sinking funds and trust funds, as compared with current and prior
fiscal years, condensed statement of revenue and expenditures
(cash basis) as compared with current and prior fiscal years,
Statement of operation of appropriation accounts, and schedule
of taxes classified by years.

d. annual report of treasurer to Department of Education of amounts paid
out to the order of the school committee and source from which
derived, showing department to which directed, title of form, name
of town, fiscal year date covered, revenues from State, revenues
from town, total revenue from all sources, summary of current ex-
penditures, taxation, signature of town treasurer, and date.

Arr, by series of reports, chron. thereunder by date of report. No index.
Hiw, 81 x 35 x1/8 -9 x 10 ¥ 1,

Deeds and Bonds

83. (TOWN DEEDS), 1933--. 1 bdl.

Original deeds conveying land to town by purchase, showing names and
residences of grantor and grantee, designation of the parties, amount of
consideration, acknowledgment; conveyance, description, and location of
property; conclusion, date of instrument, signature and seal of grantor;
attestation; time and date received for record. book and page1reference;
clerk's attest. Arr. chron. by date of deed. )Mo indox. Haw.8% x B} x 1/3.

84, TOWN OFFICER'S BONDS, 1918-39., 1 env.

Town officer's bonds given by town sergeant, 1918-38; town clerk,
1924-38; tax collector, 1925-39; constables, 1925-38; and auctioneer,
1926-38, showing names and residences of obligors, principal, and obligees;
amount of bond, date executed, conditions, signature and seal of obligor;
attestation; acknowledgment; date filed. Arr. by agency, chron, thereunder
by date filed, No index. Hdw, 9 x 3 x 1.

85, AICOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE BONDS, 1933-39., 1 env,

Bonds required as precedent to the issuance of any license, showing
names and residences of sureties, principal, and obligee; amount of bond,
date executed; conditions; signature and seal of obligors; attestation;
acknowledgments; date filed. Arr, chron. by date filed. No index. Hdw.
9 x3 x &,
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Town Auditor (Next entry 86, p., 44)

X. TOWN AUDITOR

The task of examining and verifying the accounts of the town was as-
signed for many years during the earlier period of the town's existence to
so-called "committees", chosen annually, or more frequently as the occasion
arose, by the freemen of the town in their town meetings assembled.l Thus,
on March 2, 1741/2, the town meeting records disclose the freeholders voting
for the first time " . . . that Benja Sweet, Joseph Slocum, John Spencer be
chosen a committee to audit the town's debt and the treasurer's account and
to make a report of them at the next guarterly meeting.” 2

The town meeting records further reveal that the persons named to these
committees were variously designated as "audits", "auditts", "auditors of
treasurer's accounts", or "auditors of the town's debts and treasurer's
accounts," 9

"Committees," as such, continued to audit the town's accounts until
August 31, 1813, when the town apparently abandoned this procedure and
elected, for the first time as individual town officers, three "auditors",
David Matteson, Silas Jones, and Caleb Bailey.4 No essential changes have
occurred in the title of the office from 1813 to date.®

The number of auditors chosen has varied from time to time., From 1813,
to and including the year 1872, three were regularly chosen. Two were
elected to the office in 1873, and one in 1874 and 1875. The town selected
three from 1876 to 1878 inclusive; two in each year from 1879 to 1887; one
from 1888 to 1891; two in 1892; and one from 1893 to date.®

The office remained elective until May 26, 1900, 7 when, for the first
time, the council appointed an auditor for a full term.8 The following year
the town meeting again elected the auditor;? in 1902 the council made the
appointment;10 and in 1903 and 1904, the selection was made in the town
meeting.1l Trom 1905 to date, however, the auditor has been chosen by the
town council,l?

Annual appointments were made until November 1914, 13 when the auditor
was first chosen for a full two-year term.l4 Yearly appointments are again

T LN R, (i)

2. Ibid.

5, - Fhid,

4, 9, WM. R, (1741.1815).

5, T, M. R, (1813-1900, 1901, 3-4): T, C. R. (1900, 1902, 1905--).
6. T.M. R, (1741-1900, 1901, 3-4); T, C., R. (1900, 1902, 1905--),
7. T M, R, (17413900,

8 T-@ O oo

9% Ta M. R, (1901,
10 T 08 Ry 1900

115 T M: R, (190B4),

18s 400 Ry (1900

18, T: M. R. (1747-1900, 1901, 3-4); T. O« R. (1900, 1902, 1905-14),
4. o0 R, (H914).
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Town Auditor; Board of Health (Next entry 86, p, 44)

indicated by the council records of 1916 and 1917.15 From 1918 to date,
however, the officer has been chosen biennially,l6

The office of town auditor was without explicit legislative sanction
until 1909, when the general assembly enacted legislation authorizing the
several town councils " , . ., to elect one or more town auditors, prescribe
their duties by ordinance and fix their compensation." 17

The auditor keeps no records.

XI. BOARD OF HEALTH

An act of the general assembly passed in February 1816 established for
the first time the several town councils as ex officio boards of health in
their respective towns, and generally defined their powers and duties as
such.l ‘Prior to the enactment of this law, the town meeting2 and the town
council, as such, acted locally in all matters concerning public health. An
examination of the minutes of the proceedings recorded in the council re-
cords of West Greenwich discloses that no action was taken by this body in
its ex officio capacity as board of health until April 8, 1830. At this
time the council was specially convened for the purpose of taking effectual
measures to prevent the spread of small pox.

Today, by statute, the several town councils, as ex officio boards of
health, are expressly empowered " . . . to make such rules and regulations,
not repugnant to law, as they shall judge proper, for the preservation of
the health of the inhabitants thereof, the prevention and abatement of nui-
Sances, the promotion of cleanliness, the removal of the causes and the pre-
vention of the introduction and spread of any contagious or infectious dis-
ease therein; either by removing the inhabitants of their respective towns,
or forbidding or regulating ingress or egress of persons to and from the
Same, or any parts thereof, or otherwise; and in case of seaport towns, by
making rules and regulations respecting quarantine.” The several councils
are further authorized to establish "™ ., . . such regulations as they may
deem proper in reference to cattle or other animals coming from without this
State by railroad, for the health and safety of such cattle and other animals
+ « » ", to prevent " , . . the obstruction of the public highways by them,
for the safety of the people who may have occasion to use such highways, and
with reference to the slaughtering or selling such cattle or other animals,
or the flesh thereof, for human food, within the limits of their respective
Lowns: . w5

No records have been found.

1oy TG0 Ry (Hoe=1 7

16, TG R (1918--),

L7 =P [, TEn. 1909 ch, 402 - sec. 1.
1o AL & R al815. 1816, 1817 (Feb, 18L6),
2. T, M, R. (1741-1816); T. C, R, (1816--).
.. G Lo 1988, chy 583, gcc, 186, by 704,
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Health Officer (Next entry 86, p. 44)

XIT. HEALTH OFFICERs

The original law appointing the several town councils boards of health
ex officio also empowered each seaport town in the State to choose a health
officer and defined generally the powers and duties of such officer,l Not
until 1885, however, was express provision made for the appointment of health
officers in towns generally. The general assembly at this time enacted leg-
islation, which provided, among other things, that "There shall be appointed
in every town by the town council thereof, a health officer, wgo shall per-
form the duties of said office for a term of one year ., . . " ©

The town council in land-locked West Greemwich, nevertheless, as early
as December 9, 1835, at a time when smallpox was apparently prevalent there-
in, appointed a health officer for the town--one Elisha Johnson.® No further
appointment to the office, however, is to be found recorded anywhere in the
archives of the town until December 29, 1934, when the council again selected
a health officer for the town.% Subsequent appointments to the office are
recorded in the council records of April 26, 1936 and of February 24, 1940.
The health officer has always been chosen by the town council, and in each
instance a single officer selected to perform the duties of the office.

Whereas no definite tenure is apparent from the local records, 7 the law
of 1885, which has been unchanged to date in this respect,® fixed the term of
the offlcer at one year " . ., and until his successor is appointed and
qualified: Provided, however, that the town council may remove said health
officer at any legal meeting of said town council after notice to said
Officer , ;o 3

The health officer is the agent of the town council for making all sani-
tary inspections and is recuired from time to time to report to the town
council the result of his inquiries.

l. A. & R., 1815, 1816, 1817 (Feb. 1816), "An act appointing the
several Town-Councils in this State Boards of Health,
ex officio," gsec. 6.
2. A., R. & R., Jan. 1885-May 1885, Act passed at January session 1885,
h., 495, sec. 5.
R (1835).
+ R. (1934).
R. (1936, 40).
R, (1835, 1934, 36, 40).

c
Ele o)
4 1 C
oy 20,0y
6 G5 Ry
7. Ibid,
8 L.
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;e s 1896 el 91 Sees By D B0 G T, 1909 -chi 107, Seci 5]
108, 390; Gl 19265 ch: 1197 sec 55 p. 94856 ... 19885
chy <601, Boc, 5, pP. 1142,
9. A., R. & R., Jan. 1885-May 1885, Act passed at January session 1885,

ch. 495 7 sees Bi
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Health Officer; Chief of Police (Next entry 86, p. 44)

To date, the several health officers appointed in the town have had no
occasion to make or keep records. The present health officer, however, files
a weekly report with the State Department of Health concerning the presence
or absence of reportable diseases in the town, although neither he nor his
predecessors have had any cause to report to the town council as required by
law.

XIII. CHIEF OF POLICE

From the time the machinery of town government was first established and
set into motion in West Greenwich, until the comparatively recent year of
1922, the task of enforcing those laws and ordinances designed for the pre-
servation of the peace and good order of the community devolved principally
upon the town sergeant, regular and special constables, and occasionally upon
the sheriff of Kent County and his deputies.l

Not until June 24, 1922 did the town deem it necessary to choose a full-
time, paid police officer for the town. The town council at this time ap-
pointed Frederic C. Fish to the office. 2 No further appointment to the of-
fice is recorded until June 30, 1925, when a chief was again chosen, appar-
ently for a year term. S From 1926 to the last recorded appointment, however,
the chief of police has been chosen biennially in the month of November.4
Appointments to the office have all been made by the town council,®

In the performance of the duties of his office, which are nowhere de-
fined generally in the local records,® and only in special instances through-
out the statutes,? the chief, occasionally aided by one or more police con-
stables or by the town sergeant, among other things, conducts investigations
of offences committed within the town, makes arrests, prepares criminal com-
plaints, serves warrants, and prosecutes complaints to final disposition.8

Police constables, regularly chosen biennially by the town council, and
at such other times as the circumstances require, are appointed upon the re-
quest and recommendation of the chief of police.g The council records fur-
ther reveal that a deputy chief of police was appointed "Upon request of the
Chief of Police . , . " on July 26, 1930; and that further appointments to
the of{ace of deputy chief were made in 1930, 1932, and for the last time in
1934,

e T G, Re 17412192275

s e G, R, (1982,

g, TG Ry 9PE)

4, T O R, (19862, |
5. T, C. R. (1922, 1925--). i
6. T. C. Ra (1928, 1925-~). filt
7., Index to G. L. of R. I., 1938, Police, pp. 304-305, passim.

8. Record of Arrests (1926--).

Oe - S Co- Ry (192297 1995,
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Chief of Police - Records; (86, 87)
Constables

. West Greenwich maintains no jail, lock-up, or other place of confine-
ment. The local officers, however, whenever the necessity for the use there-~
of occasionally arises, have access to the cell rooms of the Hope Valley
barracks of the State Police, located off the Nooseneck Hill Road in the
town of Richmond, and to those of the West Warwick police station situated
at 1182 Main Street in the village of Arctic.

All the chief's records are housed in the living room of the present
chief of police, John H., Potter, Nooseneck Hill Road, Nooseneck.

Records

86. RECORD OF ARRESTS, 1926--. 2 vols.

Police blotter, showing name of person arrested; time and date of trial;
disposition of casej; record of breaks, 1list and quantity of articles stolen,
summary of police investigation; warrants issued; accident reports. Arr,
chron. by date of entry. No index, Hdw., 100 pp. 14 x 9 x 1.

87. (CASES TRIED AND CLOSED), 1935. 1 box.

Case histories of motor law violators and criminal offenders brought to
trial, showing name and residence of defendant, nature of violation or of-
fense, operator's license number, vehicle registration number, State in which
registered, disposition of case, special arraignment costs, fine, costs, to-
tal amount of costs. Arr. alpha. by surname of defendant. No index. Hdw.
and typed cards. 3% x 5% x 3.

XIV. CONSTABLES

Under provisions of laws then in effect, two constables were elected
when the freemen of West Greenwich met and chose their first slate of
officers in 1741. 1 The office remained elective until June 30, 1900, 2
when, for the first time, a constable was chosen by the town council for a
full-time term.

The following year the constable was chosen again in town meeting.4 In
1902 the town council made the selection;5 and in 1903 and 1904 the town
meeting resumed the responsibility for selecting constables.® From 1905 to
date, the constable has been chosen exclusively by the town council.”’

I T. 1. & (174

5. T M. B. (l741-1900).
30, 0o R 1o

4. T.M.R. (1901)

5. T,.8% R (1962

6. T, M, B; [1503:4).
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Constables; Police Constable (Next entry 88, p. 48)

Constables were chosen for one-year terms from the establishment of the
office in the town to and including the year 1913. 8 Subsequent appointments
to the office are recogded in the council records of 1914, 1916, 1917, 1918,
1920, 1922, and 1925. Ff8m 1926 to date, the constables have been chosen
regularly every two years, The number of constables chosen for each term
has varied from time to time, ranging from one to as many as eleven.

Responsibility for law enforcement in the town was for many years follow-
ing its incorporation committed almost solely to the several constables and
the town sergeant.lz With the_ appointment of special constables, particularly
of police constables in 1880, 13 2nd of a chief of police in 1922, 14 together
with the Department of State Police in 1925, 15 the constable has been re-
lieved of most of his active duties in connection with the enforcement of the
law.

Sunday and First-Day Constables

On May 25, 1790, after choosing the regular constables, the freemen
voted "That Robert Carr, William Richmond, David Straight, and Allen James
all (be) chosen first-day constables for the ensuing year".16 In each year
following the first selection, until 1814, these constables were chosen as
"first-day or Sunday" constables.t? In other towns this officer is some-
times referred to as the "tithing-man®.

The constable keeps no records.

XV. POLICE CONSTABLE

Pursuant to an act of 1862, 1 the town council of West Greenwich on June
26, 1880, appointed William F. Matteson and Curnel H. Andrews, police con-
stables.é No further appointment to the office is noted in the records until
1891 when the council chose one police constable.® The tenure of the office
remained at one year until 1914 when the council for the first time chose
police constables for a two-year term.4 Henceforth, the general appointments

8: O, . R, (1741-1900 1901 54} T. C. Ry (1900, 1802, b-1&):
9. T 0; Be (1994 1618 80, 22, 25):
10. T. C, R, (1926~-).
11, T. M. R, (1741-1900, 1901, 3-4); T. C. R. (1900, 1902, 5-13).
12, T. M, R, (1741-1880).
1@y B Mo R, (18800
145 TG R, (1925)
1B B, ., Jen, 1925, 6h 588, gec,
6. T3 M. R (E790);
17, T. M. R. (1741-1814).
1, P, L., Jan. 1862, ch, 401, sec, 1; Gen. Stat., 1872,
che 0B agees 27, D 99,
2. elels (1880).

i G R
S5 Th O R 1851
T. C. R. (1880-1914).
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Police Constable; (ext entry 83, p. 48)
Pound-Keeper

have been made biennially.5 Many interim selections have been made, such in-

tervening appointments being based on recommendations made by the chief of
police from 1931 to date.6

The number of police constables regularly chosen to the office, apart
from the numerous interim appointments, has varied considerably, ranging from
one in 1891 to forty in 1940. 7 The office has always been appointive.®

Police constables are seldom called upon to perform any official duties,
only occasionally being assigned to police duty by the council or the chief
of police.9

No records have been found.

XVI. POUND-KEEPELR

The freemen of West Greenwich, at their first town meeting in 1741, 1
named a pgund—keeper—-one Joseph Nichols, under provisions of a general law
of 1730,

The town continued to choose annually a single keeper until 1800 when
two men were elected to perform the duties of the office.” Two men regularly
were chosen in each year from 1800 to 1816; one from 1817 to 1887; two from
1888 to 1938, biennially, 1914--; and one from 1940 to date.4

The keeper was chosen in town meeting until 1900, when the town council,
for the first time, appointed the officer.® In 1901, the town meeting again
made the selection,6 and in 1902 the council resumed responsibility for the
appointment.7 In 1904, the electors in town meeting chose the pound-keepers;8
and in 1905, they were appointed by the council.? From_ 1907 to date the
keeper has been chosen exclusively by the town council.
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Pound-Keeper; Appraiser of Damage (Next entry 88, p. 48)
Done by Dogs; School Committee

The title of the office has remained unchanged.ll

The pound-keeper keeps no records.

XVITI. APPRAISER OF DAMAGE DONE BY DOGS

Pursuant to an act passed by the general assembly in January 1869, the
town council of West Greenwich voted "That Charles E. Potter and Vernum
Weaver be appointed appraisers to appraise damage done to sheep and other
animals by Dogs."

The number of appraisers chosen to perform the duties of the office has
varied from time to time from one to three,2 Appointments were made annually
from 1869 to 1927; and from 1928 to date, every two years.®

Prior to 1908 no precise or uniform title was given to the office, but
from 1908 to date, the appointments have been almost invariably designated
as ap%raisers of damage done by dogs.4 The office has always been appoin-
tive.

The appraiser keeps no records.

XVIII. SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Pursuant to an act passed by the general assembly in January 1828, 1 the
freemen of West Greenwich assembled in town meeting on May 27th of the same
year and chose nine persons to organize and conduct the affairs of the town's
first school committee.?

All members of the school committee were chosen annually until 1873, 3
In the year 1873, following the election of three committee members, the
school committee, pursuant to a change in the law, 4 fixed by lot the tenure
of the members at three years, two years, and one year, respectively.

IS MRS (IB00=19005 1901 “ 4 )y 1700 R, (1900, 1902, 5 1907}
1. M- 0. R CI869)

2. T, C, R. (1869=<)=

3. Ibid.
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5. T. C. R, (1869--).

IESe Sie et R., Jan. 1828, "An Act to establish Public Schools,
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4, ‘cen. Stat,, 1878, ch. 47, sec, 4, 'p. 117,
5. School Committee Records (Minutes of Proceedings) (1840--).
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School Committee - Proceedings (88)

Upon the expiration of each of these terms, however, a committeceman was
chosen in town meeting to serve for a period of three years. This system
continued in effect through 1913, one member of a committee of three being
chosen annually during this period, 1874-1913, for a three-year term.® Since
1914, West Greenwich at each biennial election has chosen one or two members
of a committee of three for four-year terms.”

Prior to 1864, the number of persons chosen to committee membership
varied from three to as many as thirteen.8 From 1864 to date, West Greenwich
invariably chose a school committee of three members.? Vacancies in committee
membership were filled prior to 1872 by the committee itself;10 from 1874 to
date by the town council. 1 The office has always been elective.1?

With the exception of the limited control exercised by the trustee under
the district system, the school committee, sub-committees thereof, its of-
ficers or agents have performed all necessary local duties concerning the
government of public schools in the town.

Since 1840, the school committee, upon orgenizing, chose a chairman and
a clerk, also designated during the earlier period as president and secretary
respectively.l4 The chairman presides at all meetings, and the clerk, under
the direction of the committee, keeps a journal of the proceedings.15

Unless otherwise indicated, all records are housed in the residence of
Clara L. Potter, Superintendent of Schools, Nooseneck Hill Road, West Green-
wich.

Proceedings

88. SCHOOL RECORD (Record of School Committee Meetings), 1840--.
2 vols, (1-2).

Minutes of the meetings of the school committee, showing date, time, and
place of meeting, names of members present, committee officers selected, ap-
proval of minutes of previous meetings, actions of the committee on matters
coming before it, and signature of clerk. Arr. chron. by date of meeting.

No index. Hdw. 13% x 8 x 1. Res. Edith M. Fish, Clerk, Weaver Trail Road.

For related record of printed annual reports, see entry 93.

Boie Do I, Ri (R751F13)

7. T, M. R, (1914-30); Record of Elections (1930--).

8. T: M. R. (1828-64).

9. T. M, R. (1864-1930); Record of Elections (1930-~).
10, School Committee Records (Minutes of Proceedings) (1840--).
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School Committee - Census; Accounts (89~93)
and Orders; Records and Reports

Census

89. SCHOOL CENSUS, 1931~-, 1 bdl.

Annual record, showing name of town, child's name, address, sex, age,
grade, record of school attendance, physical or mental handicaps, name of
parent or guardian, Arr. chron, by school year. No index. Hdw. 10 x € x 4.

For superintendent's census record, see entry 104; for prior related
printed record, see entry 93.

90. SCHOOL CINSUS REPORT, 1933--. 8 sheets.

Copies of tabulated report of school census submitted to State Board of
Tducation, showing name of town, date of report, name, sex, and age of child,
record of school attendance, signature of superintendent of schools. Arr.

chron. by year. No index. Haw. 8% x 3% x .

For prior and coextensive printed report on school census, see entry 93.

Accounts and Orders

91. BILLS - SCHOOL DEPARTMENT, 1932--. 6 bdls.

Original bills of school department allowed and paid, showing date of
invoice, name and address of vendor, description, itemized list of merchan-
dise, amount of invoice. Arr. chron. by school year. No index. Hdw. and
typed. 8% x 3% x 3. Res. Edith M. Fish, Clerk, Weaver Trail Road.

92, SCHOOL DEPARTMENT ORDERS (Stubs), 1930--. 4 vols.

Stubs of school department orders drawn on town treasurer for payment,
showing order number, date of order, name of payee, description and amount
of order, appropriation chargeable. Arr. chron. by date of order. No index,
Hdw. 500 pp. 13 x 9 x 1. Res. Edith M. Fish, Clerk, Weaver Trail Road.

For related record, see entry 77-c.

Records and Reports

93. ANNUAL REPORT OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 1862-1903, 1933--. 25 pamphlets,

4 vols, (dated).

Annual reports of the school committee submitted to the electors at town
meeting, covering in condensed form, items of business transacted at regular
and special meetings during the flscal year, consisting of statistical sum-
mary of the enumeration of children of school age and of those attending
school; summary of returns to school committee by school district trustees,
1864-71; statistical analysis of school registration and atfendance, 1881-93;
comments and criticisms on District Schools Nos, 1-12, 1862, 1864-65, 1869,
1883; itemized statement of public school fund receipts and expenditures,
1864-~190%; list of teachers, assignments, and monthly salaries 1862-69,
1933--, Arr. chron. by years. No index. Printed. 63 x 3 5/4 x 1/16,

25 pamphlets, 1862-1903, R. I. Historical Society, 52 Power St., Providence,
R. I.,4 vols., 1933-~, res. Edith M. Fish, Clerk, Weaver Trail Road.
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School Committee - Records (94-98)
and Reports

94, TEACHER'S REGISTER (School), 1862--. 31 vols.

Record of school enrollment and attendance by school years, showing
register of pupils enrolled in public schools, record of pupils, daily record
of attendance, teacher's report made out at end of each term summarizing
important items in school history with data on the records of the pupils; in-
formation on the education, type of certificate held, salary, amount of self-
improvement, and certification of teacher; roll of honor and visitor's record.
Arr, chron. by school year, alpha. thereunder by pupil's name. No index.

Haw. 75 pp. 14 x 11 x 1/3. 26 vols., 1862~1937, res, Edith M. Fish; 1 vol,,
1938--, in each of 5 schools.

95. TEXT-BOOK RECORD, 1902-27, 1 vol.

Record of text books located in Nooseneck School, showing names of
pupils and list of books assigned to them. Arr. chron. by school year. No
index., Hdw. 100 pp. 7 x 6 x 1/2. Res. Edith M. Fish, Clerk, Weaver Trail
Road.

96, PUBLIC SCHOOL BUDGET, 1933--. 8 sheets in 2 bdls.

Copies of public school budget submitted annually prior to financial
town meeting to the State Board of Education, by the superintendent of
schools, showing name of town, school year, column heads with amount of
revenues and expenditures for preceding year, estimate for coming year,
amount of increase or decrease, balance of revenue on hand, sources, and to-
tal receipts; nature of expenditures, recaptitulation of estimates, signature
of superintendent of schools on behalf of school committee., Arr, chron, by
years, No index. Hdw. 8% x 35 x %. 1 bdl., 1933-34, res. Edith M. Fish,
Weaver Trail Road; 1 bdl.,, 1935--, res, Clara L, Potter, Nooseneck Hill Road,
West Greenwich.

For superintendent's personal record of school department expenditures,
See entry 115,

97, PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE REPORT, 1932--, 9 sheets in 1 bdl.

Duplicate of public school finance reports submitted annually to the
Director of Hducation, showing name of town, period covered, itemization
under schedule of revenues and expenditures; annual summary of current expen-
ditures; taxation; bonds and sinking funds; certification, date, and signa-
ture of superintendent of schools in behalf of school committee, Arr. chron.
by year of report. No index, Haw. 8% x 7 x 1i.

98, ATTENDANCE IN PUBLIC DAY SCHOOLS, 1932--. 1 bdl.

Copies of reports on attendance of public day schools submitted to the
Director of Education by the school committee, showing name of town, date of
report, record of enrollment and attendance in each school, signature of
superintendent of schools. Arr. chron. by year of report. No index. Hdw.

9 x 6 x %,
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School Committee - Records (99-103)
and Reports

99, SUPERVISION OF ATTENDANCE, 1932--. 1 bhdl,

Record of supervision of attendance, showing name of town, date, name
and salary of truant officer, detailed record of absence and truancy, dispo-
sition of case, signature of superintendent on behalf of schoocl committee.
Arr, chron, by school year, No index, Hdw. 9 x 6 x %.

100, PUBLIC SCHOOL PROPERTIES, 1932--. 9 sheets.

Copies of inventories of public school properties, submitted annually
to the Director of Education, showing name of town, school year, number of
school buildings in use, number of pupils! seats, percent of seats to en-
rollment, number of classrooms in building, number of new buildings in use,
number of classrooms rented, number of new buildings planned and authorized,
estimated value of sites and buildings, libraries, apparatus and other equip-
ment, total valuation of all school properties, certification and signature
of member of school committee, date of certification. Arr. chron, by school
year. No index, Hdw. 8 x 5 3/4.

101. REPORT ON NUMBER, SIZE, AND LENGTH OF PUBLIC DAY SCHOOLS, 1932--.
9 sheets in 1 bdl.

Copies of annual reports submitted to Director of Education, showing a
detailed record of number of schcols in town, number of pupils in each school,
average membership, number of weeks in school year, number actual school days
in session, signature of superintendent of schools on behalf of school com-
mittee. Arr. chron. by school year. No index. Hdw. 11 x 8% x-4,

@2 EACHERS IN PUBLIC DAY SCHOOL, 1932--. 9 sheets in bdl.

Copies of statistical reports submitted annually to the Director of
Education, showing name of town, fiscal year date, number of teaching posi-
tions filled by men and women, average number of teachers employed, highest,
lowest, and average salary paid, record of teacher's education, class of
certificate held, date of report, signature of superintendent of schools on
behalf of school committee. Arr. chron. by year of report. No index. Hdw,
i 82 & &,

103. AGE AND FMPLOYMENT CERTIFICATION, 1932--. 9 sheets in 1 bdl,

Copies of annual summary and analysis of certificates issued for employ-
ment out of school time, submitted to Director of Education, showing name of
town, school year, name, address, salary of certifying officer, number of
certificates issued to boys and girls, number issued on birth certificates,
baptismal certificates, passports, on approved evidence, certification and
Signature of superintendent of schools on behalf of school committee, Arr.
chron, by school year. No index. Hdw, 9 x 6 x Z.




Superintendent of Schools - (104)
Census

XIX. SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

Pursvant to an act of 1871, 1 the school committee of West Greenwich on
July 10th of the same year "Voted that John H. Edward be appointed Superin-
tendent of Schools of the Town for the ensuing year and that he be allowed
for his services the sum of Fifty dollars out of the money saved by the
town." 2 The followin{ year the committee again appointed the superinten-
dent.® From 1873 to and including the year 1882, however, the officer was
chosen by the electors of the town in town meeting.? The superintendent was
again selected by the school committee in June 1883 and the committee has by
law made the selection since 1884, °

In 1918, 1920, and 1922, the superintendent was chosen to serve for a
period of two years.b Otherwise, tenure of the office has been uniformly one
7
year.

All records are housed in the residence of the present superintendent of
schools, Clara L. Potter, Nooseneck Hill Road, West Greenwich, and in each
public school as indicated in the entry concerned.

Census

104. CENSUS CARDS, 1928--, 1 f.d.

Individual records kept by the superintendent of schools on standard
cards furnished by the State Department of Education, constituting a school
census, attendance, and school record of all persons aged 4 to 21 in the
town, showing neme and address of child, date and place of birth, whether
mentally or physically incapable of attending school, illiterate, vaccinated,
name, residence, and occupation of parent or guardian; year, age, census,
grade, record of schools attended (public, parochial, college, etc.), whether
employed. Reverse of card (school record) shows name of school, grade, room
reported, date of admission, age previous to September lst, health, conduct,
scholarship, date of discharge from school. Arr. alpha. by first letter of
surname of pupil. No index. Hdw., 10 x 6 x 4.

For related prior and coextensive printed report on school census, see
entry 93.

15 AT & R, gan. 8ni-reh: 985, Bec. 1
2, School Committee Records (Minutes of Proceedings) (1873).
9y 1 bid;
4, T, M. R. (1873-1883).
5. School Committee Records (Minutes of Proceedings) (1883--).
6. School Committee Records (Minutes of Proceedings)
(1915 20, 227V.
7. School Committee Records (Minutes of Proceedings) (1871--).




Superintendent of Schools - (105-109)
Academic Records; Attendance
and Enrollment

Academic Records

105. DAILY PLAN BOOK, 1934--, 35 vols.

Submitted annually by teachers to superintendent, showing plan of
studies for a school term, names of subjects to be covered during term for
school years, titles of text books to be used, pages, subject matter to be
covered, daily itemization of progress in each subject taught. Arr. chron.
by school year, No incex Hdw.90 pp. 12 x 14 x iu o0 vols., 1934-39, res.
Clara L. Potter, Nooseneck Hill Road; 5 vols., 1940, 1 in each of 5 schools.

106. DAILY RECORD OF PUPILS' MARKS, 19%4--. 35 vols.

Used daily by teachers in conjunction with daily plan book, submitted to
superintendent at end of school year, showing grade, beginning and ending
dates of term, alphabetic list of pupils, daily marks in recitations and
tests by subjects, teacher's signature at end of year. Arr, chron, by school
year, No index, Hdw. 50 pp. 7 x 9 X i. 30 vols,, 1934-39, res. Clara L.
Potter, Nooseneck Hill Road; 5 vols., 1940, 1 in each of 5 schools.

107. TERM AND TEACHER'S FINAL REPORTS, 1936--. 1 loose-leaf binder.

Submitted by each teacher to superintendent of schools, showing alpha-
betic list of pupils by grades, vaccination and Schick test records, grade
to which promoted, average marks in all studies for term, number of days
present and absent for term and for school year, promotion data, teacher's
comments on each pupil's school citizenship and scholastic standing, list
of pupils to enter grade nex:i term, teacher's signature. Arr, chron., by
school year. No index. Hdw. Approx. 170 pp. 9 x 12 x 1,

Attendance and Tnrollment

108, TREACHERS' REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE IN PUBLIC SCIOOLS FOR SCIiOOL YEAR,

1936-~, 5 sheets in 1 bdl.

Annual public school attendance reports submitted by teachers to superin-~
tendent of schools, showing name of school, name of town, date of school year,
number of pupils enrolled, sex, classification by ages, number previously
enrolled in other schools, other towns or states, aggregate attendance and
absence in days, number of actual school days, teacher's signature. Arr,
chron. by school year. No index. Haw, 9 x 12 x &,

109. SCHOOL Y@AR (Attendance Report;, 1932--. 9 sheets in 1 bdl,

Copies of annual reports submitted to the State Board of Kducation by
Superintendent of schools, showing name of town, school year, average resi-
dent enrollment, average attendance in elementary and high schools., Arr.

1
.

chron. by school year. MNo index. Hdw. 835 x 11 x
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Superintendent of Schools - (110-114)
Clinical Reports; Teachers '
and Miscellaneous

110. SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, 1932--. 9 sheets in 1 bdl.

Copies of annual reports to State Board of Education submitted by super-
intendent of schools, showing record of resident pupils enrolled in elemen-
tary and high schools in other towns with name of town reported, classifica-
tion by ages, total to each sex. Arr. chron. by school year. No index.
Haw. 8% x 11 x %.

Clinical Reports

111. (SIGHT AND HEARING TESTS MADE BY TEACHERS), 1931-36. 10 sheets
in - 1ehdds
Original reports submitted to superintendent of schools by teachers,
showing date of report, name of town, number of pupils enrolled, examined,
found with defective vision, diseased eyes, defective hearing, diseased
ears, number of parents notified, teacher's signature. Arr. chron. by date
ofsreport. No-index, Hdw: G a6 % i

112. (REPORT OF SIGHT AND HEARING TESTS), 1931--. 10 sheets in 1 bdl.

Copies of annual reports of sight and hearing tests made to the State
Board of Education by the superintendent of schools, showing date of report,
name of town, number of schoolrooms, number of pupils enrolled, pupils ex-
amined, found with defective vision, diseased eyes, defective hearing, dis-
eased ears, number of parents or guardians notified, signature of superin-
tendent of schools. Arr, chron. by school year. No index. Hdw. 9 X 6 X %,

113, REPORT OF DENTAL INSPECTION, 1932--. 9 sheets in 1 bdl.

Copies of annual reports submitted to the State Board of Education by
the superintendent of schools, showing date of report, name of town, number
of classes inspected, children examined, number found with sound, decayed or
aching teeth, treatment advised, record of previous dental treatments; re-
sults of inspection, number of fillings and extractions, total number treated
by dentist, number of classes instructed in dental hygiene, signature of
Superintindent of schools. Arr., chron. by school year. No index. Hdw.
9X6X§.

Teachers and Miscellaneous

114, TEACHERS' RECORDS, 1932--. 9 sheets in 1 bdl.

Annual register of teacher's individual educational histories, showing
name, address, names of schools and institutions attended, degrees held,
record of teaching service, and date of certification for teaching. Arr.
chron. by school year. No index. Hdw. 5%’X 8K %.




Superintendent of Schools - Teachers (115)
and Miscellaneous; Truant Offi-
cer; School Census Enumerator

115. (SCHOOL DEPARTMENT EXPENDITURES), 1932--. 2 vols.

Record of school department expenditures kept by superintendent of
schools, showing date, name, amount, and description of expenditure, total
amount expended for school year. Items are transferred annually to Public
School Budget, entry 96. Arr. chron, by school year. No index, Hdw.
g0 po, 11 e 10 10 >

XL, TRUANT OFFICER

Pursuant to an act of the general assembly, the town council, on July
30, 1887, delegated to one John W. Hammond, a special constable, the duty
of enforcing truancy laws in the town.l He was designated as the truant
officer and his tenure was set at one year.
The town council continued to make the appointment until 1902 < when
the school committee, by virtue of legislative enactment, assumed the obli-
gation of choosing the officer. Customarily, only one truant officer is
chosen annually, although on several occasions two have been selected.d

This ogficer is charged with the duty of enforcing all school atten-
dance laws.°

No records have been found.

XXI. SCHOOL CENSUS ENUMERATOR

In 1878, the general assembly passed an act providing, among other
things, for a census of all persons between the ages of five and fifteen
residing in the town.t Tn December of the same year, the town council
appointed John W. Rathborn to take the census.”™

The power to appoint the census enumerator remained with the town coun-
cil until 1900 © when it was transferred by an act of the general assembly
to the school committee.? The enumerator has been chosen exclusively by the

P, L., Jan, 1887, ch, 649,

6. R, (1837).

T. ¢. R. (1887-1902).

School Committee Records (Minutes of Proceedings) (1902).
School Committee Records (Minutes of Proceedings) (1902--).
Pa Tie; Jan, 188%F eh, 649,

P. L., Jan. 1878, ch. 693, sec. 1.

Ti 0. K. (1878).

T. C. R. (1878-1900).

School Committee Records (Minutes of Proceedings) (1900--).
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Director of Public Welfare; Local (Next entry 116, p. 60)
Director of Aid to Dependent
Children

school committee from the latter date.® The duties of the office have been
more or less entrusted to one officer who is appointed annually.,6

No records have been found.

XXIT. DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WELFARE

Among the officers chosen at the first town meeting in West Greenwich

in 1741, were two overseers of the poor - William Hopkins and George Parker.l

The overseers of the poor continued to be designated as such until 1925,
when an act of the general assembly changed the title of the office to
"Director of Public Aid." 2 1In 1936, the latter name was in turn changed by
legislature to its present title of "Director of Public Welfare." 3

From 1741 to 1884, membership varied from one to as many as four, but
from 1884 to date, a single officer has been chosen to the office.4

Tenure of the office remained at one year until 1914, 5 when a special
act of the general assembly fixed the term at two years.6 From 1914 to date,
the ogficer has been elected biennially,V The office has always been elec-
tive.

No records have been found.

XXIII. LOCAL DIRECTOR OF AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN

In May 1932, the town of West Greemnwich, acting through its town meet-
ing, established a fund for mothers! aidl and the town council appointed the
first director of mothers! aid - Bdith M. Fish.

In December 1936, the mothers' aid law of 1923, as amended, was changed
by an act of the legislature to conform with that parz of the Federal Social
Security Act pertaining to aid to dependent children.® By the terms of this

School Committee Records (Minutes of Proceedings) (1900--).
Ibid.

Mz e R Gid ),

Py I, Jan, 1926 <ch, 664, sSec. 1.

By Ly, Jane 19865 schs 2012, decy L¢

T. M. R. (1741-1930); Record of Elections (1930--).
T, M. R. (1741-1914).

P.L., Jan, 1914 eh, 1154 seo, I,

T. M. R. (1914-30); Record of Elections (1930--).
T. M., R. (1741-1930); Record of Elections (1930--) .
o, R L1952

T Ok RL (198200

Pe La, Dec, 1986, ch, 2437,
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Supervisor of Highways (Next entry 116, p. 60)

act, known as the "Aid to Dependent Children Act,” the name of the office was
changed to its present title of "Local Director of Aid to Dependent Chil-
dmen ! 4 and the tenure fixed at three years,5 the current term.®

The director keeps no records.

£XIV. SUPERVISOR OF HIGHWAYS

When the freemen of the town met for the first time they chose, among
other officers, twelve persons designated at this time as "Overseers of the
Highways." 1 With slight variations these men continued to be designated as
overseers of highways until 1814 when the title of surveyor began to be occa-
sionally applied to them.? From the latter date to 1926 the names surveyor,
overseer, and commissioner were used to designate the agency,5 but from 1927
to date the agency is referred to in the local records by the title of super-
visor of highways., '

For the most part, the number of such officers regularly chosen was de-
termined by the number of highway districts existing in the town, one officer
being assigned to each section.® Prior to 1896, the town was apparently per-
mitted to set off as many districts as it deemed proper for during this pe-
riod there were as many as thirty-nine "overseers?, isurveyors", or "commis-
sioners", 6 1Tn the year 1895, however, an act of the legislature restricted
the number of highway dlstrlcts to four in each town, 7 and West Greenwich
during the next year, in accordance with the law chose a corresponding number
of surveyors.

In 1900, however, the town was permitted to set off eight highway dis-
tricts and to choose a surveyor for cach.? Turther enactments in 1915 per-
mitted the town to establish an unlimited numbor of districts and to appoint
an equal number of surveyors.l0 At present there is one supervisor_ in the
town responsible for the care and maintenance of all roads therein.

X, P, 1. Dec. 1986, en. Bes], Bec. .

5. Ibkd,

6. @ T, 1978 ¢b. 58 - Sc, 6.b. 156,

1, M R. (AT

By . (1741-1814;.

Be. 1l m. . (1814-1896): T, 0. R. (1876-1927).
4. T, Os Re (1987-<).

5., T. M, R. (1741-1876); T. C. R. (1876-~).
6. T. M., R. (1741-1876); T. C. R. (1876-96).
Wy P. he, Jan. 1895, ch. 1382, Bec. 2

8. T, 6. R. (1896).

9 P, L,,Jan. 1900 ch. 774, sec, 1.
10, B, L., Jan, 1915, ch. 1328, sec. 1.
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Fence Viewers (Next entry 116, p., 60)

From June 1876 to date appointments to the office have been made annual-

ly by the town council.l? Prior thereto, such officers were regularly chosen
in town meeting,13

No records have been found.

ZLV. TFENCE VIEWIRS

On August 6, 1746, the freemen of the town chose five or more men as
viewers of fence and appraisers of damages. Sam Spencer, Peter Lee, Jona-
than Matteson, Henry Green, and Abraham Matteson were among the first five
chosen for the yearnl

Prior to 1850, the title of the office varied somewhat from time to
time, the officers being chosen as "viewers and prisers”, "prizers", or
"fence viewers". 2 From liay 1850 to date, all such officers have been
more or less uniformly appointed as "fence viewers". 9

The number of viewers chosen has varied from four to as many as thirty-
six, During the period from 1814 to 1832, when each highway overseer or
surveyor was designated as viewer for his district, thirty-six were chosen
in accordance with the number of highway districts existing at the time,4
At present there is one viewer appointed to the office.”

Viewers were chosen annually until 1914 but from 1914 to date, these
officers have been more or less regularly chosen for two-year terms.

From 1746 to 1900, the viewers were elected in town mecting.7 In 1900,
the council made the selection for the first time. The town meeting again
made the selections in 1901 and 1904; the town council in 1902 and 1903. 9
From 1905 to date_appointments to the office have been made exclusively by
the town council.

The viewer keeps no records.

B2, 0, 0, R, 876 <),

13. T, M. R. (1741-1876).

1. T.M. R. (1746)

2. T. M. R. (1746-1850).

3. T. M. R. (1746-1900, 1901, 4); T. C. R. (1900, 1902-3, 1905--).
4. T. M. R, (1814-32).

B: M. [ ot

6. T, M. R, (174621900 1901, 4): T, G R. (1900, 1902-3, 1905-=).
7. T, M, R. {1746-1900).

8. 0.0 ho g

g . W, B (1901 4): T 0. R, (19028},
16 7.6, R (1905:=).
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Tree Warden; Town Forest Warden (Next entry 116, p. 60)

XXVI. TREE WARDEN

On January 25, 1930, the town council of West Greenwich wvoted " . . .
That Herbert T, Woodmansee be and hereby is appointed Tree Warden', in
accordance with an act passed by the general assembly the previous year.l

Pursuant to the provisions of the act, the council has annually chosen
a tree warden.

The warden's duties, in general, are the care and control of all trees
and shrubs in the town except those on grounds expressly under the jurisdic-

tion of State or other municipal agencies.

The warden keeps no records.

XYVIT. TOWN FOREST WARDEN

In 1910 the town council appointed the first forest warden - George W.
Fish.l The council has annually chosen a warden, designated in the local
records as either "Town Fire Warden" or "Town Forest Fire Warden®.

00

The council also appointed district fire wardens until 1928 S when a
special act of the general assembly traisferred the authority to make such
appointments to the town forest warden. From 1928 to date, the town forest
warden has apparently made the selections. Either three or four district
wardens have been chosen annually.5

The town forest warden is required to mail a report of a forest fire to
an office within the Department of Agriculture.

All records are in the custody of John H. Potter, town forest warden,
and are housed in his residence on Nooseneci Hill Road.

B% R (CE9B0Y)
C. R. (1930--).
s, 1988, chi= 225 <sec. 2 ¢ p, 485,
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Town Forest Warden - Permits; (116-119)
Reports; Sealer of Weights
and Measures

Permits

116. CORN BORER PERMITS (Stubs), 1927--. 2 vols.

Stubs of permits to burn cornstalks (control and destruction of corn
borer by law), issued by forest warden to property owner of his authorized
agent, showing conditions to be observed; number and date of permit; name
and address of applicant; signature of warden. Arr. chron. by date of
issue, numer. thereunder by stub number. No index. Hdw. 150 pp. 9 x 3 x 1.

117, FIRE PERMITS (Stubs); 1927-=. 3 volg.

Stubs of permits to light fires, issued by forest warden to property
owner or his authorized agent, showing number, date of issue; name and resi-
dence of applicant; signature of forest warden. Arr. chron. by date of is-

ol

sue, numer, thereunder by stub number. No index. Hdw. 100 pp. 9 x 25 x 1.

Reports

118, REPORTS OF FIRES (Stubs), 1927--, 1 vol.

Stubs of reports of forest fires submitted by warden to the State 0ffice,
showing number and date of report; time of day, location and cause of fire,
train number (if cause); area burned, as merchantable, non-merchantable tree
growth, non-forest land; damage, as merchantable, non-merchantable growth,
wood products, improvements, other damage. Expenses, showing list of fire
fighters, number of hours worked by each, rate per hour, individual and
total compensation; signature of forest warden. Arr. numer, by report number
on stub; chron. theresunder by date of entry. No index. Hdw. 200 pp.

15 x 10 x 15,

119. (FOREST FIRZ PAYROLLS), 1927--. 1 bdl.

Triplicates of payrolls submitted by forest warden, duplicates to town
council, originals to State O0ffice, showing date and location of fire; names
and residences of laborers assisting wardens, special crew men, employees;
number hours worked, rate per hour, individual compensation, transportation
costs, equipment, supplies, provisions, total cost; signature of warden.
Arr. chron. by date of payroll, No index. Hdw. and typed. 14 x 10 x 2.

XXVIII. SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
The office of town sealer of weights and measures was established when

the freemen of the town chose their officers for the first time in- 1741.
Phillip Green was chosen as sealer and packer.l The original appointment was

Lo 10 A Re (L7ah),
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Sealer of Weights and Measures; (Next entry 120, p. 66)
Auctioneer

to two offices, that of sealer of weights and measures and packer of pork and
beef. This practice was continued until 1841 when the office of pork and
beef was apparently abandoned.2 Title of the office varied slightly. Occa-
sionally the officer was chosen as sealer of measures, town sealer, or sealer
of weights, measures and balances.d

Until 1900, all regular appointments to the office were made in town
meeting.4 In 1900 and 1902 the sealer was chosen by the town council; in
1901, 1903, and 1904 in town meeting.5 In 1905 regular appointments to the
office are noted in both the town meeting and the town council records.

From 1906 to date, however, all appointments to the office have been made by
the town council.¢ One sealer has been chosen to the office since the
establishment.8

Tenure remained at one year until 1914, when the term of office was in-
creasgd to two years. From 1914 to date, the sealer has been chosen bienni-
ally.

No records have been found.

XXIX. AUCTIONEER

When the freemen of West Greenwich met for the first time they chose,
among other officers, Thomas Straight as vendue master.l From the establish-
ment of the office until 1799, such officers were chosen under the original
title of vendue master.? From 1800 to date, however, the title of auctioneer
has been applied to the office.?

The auctioneer continued to be elected in town meeting until 1900 when
the council made the appointment for the first time.4 In 1901, 1903, and
1905, the auctioneer was again elected in town meeting.5 Appointments were
made by the council again in 1902 and from 1905 to date.b

2, T. M. R. (1741-1841).

= m- M. . (17419000, 1901, %=5): 9, C. R, (1900, 1902, 1900},
4. T. M. R. (1741-1900),

5., @ @; R (1900 1902): B M. R, (1901, 5, .4):

el I Re (8305); T 6. R. (1906);

7. By G Re [1906=2),

8. T. M., R. {1741-1900, 1901, 3-5); T. C. R. (1900, 1902, 1905-~).
9, T, M. R. (1741-1900, 1901, 3-5); T. O, R. (1900, 1902, 1905-=),
e T My R (17415

2« Te Ms R, (17410799},

%, T, M, R. (1800-1900, 1901, 3, 5); T. C. R, (1900, 1902, 1905--),
4, T; M Ry (17811900); T5 Ce R (1800}

By Ny R (190330 B,

B -0 R, (1902, 1906==~],
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Auctioneer; Corder of Wood; (Next entry 120, p. 66)
Sealer of Leather

The number of officers regularly chosen varied from one to seven. A%t
present the town has two auctioneers.” Vendue masters and their successors,
the auctioneers, were chosen annually until 1914 when tenure was increased to
two years. Thenceforth, auctioneers have been chosen biennially.8

No records have been found.

XXX. CORDER OF WOOD

In 1827, the freemen of the town designated Wanton W. Capron as corder
of wood.l The number of corders regularly chosen varied from one to six.?

The corders were elected in town meeting until 1900 when the selection
was made by the town council., The following year the town meeting again made
the selection, while in 1902 they were appointed by the council. In 1903 and
1904 the corders were elected in town meeting. From 1905 to date, however,
all appointments to the office have been made by the town council.d

Tenure remained at one year until 1914, when the term was increased to
two years.4 This period of holding has been maintained down to the present.5

No records have been found.

XXXI. SEAIER OF ILEATHER

The records of the town of West Greenwich contain no evidence of the
existence of this officer in the town until June 6, 1904 when a vote of the
town meeting directed " . . . that David Robbins be and he thereby is elected
Sealer of Leather for the ensuing year". 1 With the exception of this first
selection, all appointments to the office have been made by the town coun-
cil.? 8ne sealer has been regularly chosen to perform the duties of the
office.

7. T. M, R. [1741-1900, 1901, 3,°5); T. C. R.-(1900, 1908, 1905-=}.

8. B M, R, (1741=1900, 190L, 2. 5); T, Cs R. (1900, 1902, 1905-=7;

Le=T, MR (887,

2. T M. B, (1827-1900, 1901, &, 4); T. C. R. (1900, 1902, 19056-<j),

3. T. My R. (1827-1900, 1901, 3, 4); T. C. R. (1900, 1902, 1905--).

4, T. M. R, (1827-1900, 1901, 3, 4); T. C. R, (1900, 1902, 1905-14).
5% M. Gy Ri ([1904<s) >

T 0 M Ry (1904)

2% 4 CoR, [1905=5)x

3. T. M. R. (1904); T. C. R. (1905--).




il

Tramp Officer; Officer to Attend (Next entry 120, p. 66)
Burials of Honorably Discharged
Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines

From the establishment of the office in the town to 1914, tenure re-
mained at one year,4 but from 1914 to date, appointments to the office have
been made, for the most part, biennially.

The sealer keeps no records.

XXXII. TRAMP OFFICER

In May 1880 the town council appointed Solomen W. Harrington, Searles
Capwell, and John A, Brown as special constables to arrest and prosecute
all tramps in their respective towns.l No further notation is recorded in
the council records of an appointment to the office until 1904 when George
W. Fish was appointed special constable for the town.? The following year
the council designated this officer as the "tramp constable". 3 From 1906
to date, however, all appointments have been under the present title of
tramp officer.

Appointments to the office were made annually until 1914 when the tenure
was increased to two years.5 This period of holding has continued to the
present time.6 The office has always been appointive.7

No records'have been found.

¥XXIII. OFFICER TO ATTEND BURIALS OF HONORABLY DISCHARGED
SOIDIERS, SAIIORS, AND MARINES

In February 1893, the town council of West Greenwich appointed Charles
S. Brown to inter the body of any honorably discharged soldier, sailor, or
marine according to the provisions of the law.l No formal or uniform title
was ever assigned to the office either by law or by the appointing agency,
the town couacil.

Although the appointment was made regularly by the council until 1925,
subsequent appointments to the office have been less frequent, due no doubt

4, 'T. M. R. (1904); T. C. R. (1905-14).
5. T. C, R. (1914--).
T Nl @, Re (1BSO
25 T 0L By (1904
S % G, R, (19050
4, T, C. R. (1906-=),
By . @ R, (18801014}
BT, O B (1J14e),
7. 205 O Re (1880==);
1y P I, Jang 18925
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Supervisors of Elections; (Next entry 120, p. 66)
Gauger of Casks

to the fact that the services of this officer are seldom required.2 Tenure
has always remained at one year.3

No records have been found.

XXXTV. SUPERVISORS OF ELECTIONS

The general assembly in 1889 passed an act providing for the appointment
of two supervisors of elections, for each town, one a republican - and one a
democrat.

In February of the following year the town council appointed John A.
Tillinghast and George B. Hazard as supervisors of elections under the pro-
visions of the law.?

Two supervisors were regularly chosen until 1896, when, following an
amendment to the original act four were appointed.3 The practice of choos-
ing four supervisors continued until 1940, when, pursuant to a further change
in the law six were named to the office, three from the democratic list and
three from the republican list.

Supervisors of elections serve only for the election for which they are
appointed.5

No records have been found.

XXXV. GAUGER OF CASKS

In a town meeting held in June 1904, the electors chose David Robbins
as gauger of casks for the ensuing year. The records fail to indicate the
existence of a gauger prior to 1904. 1 With the exception of the election
of the first gauger in town meeting, all subsequent appointments to the of-
f;ce have been made by the town council.®

2 T, Q¢ Re (1895=1925),

B35 T. Os Re (1893--)=
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Gauger of Casks; Packer of Fish (Next entry 120, p. 66)

From the establishment of the office in 1904 to the year 1914, the
gauger was chosen to serve for one year,d but from 1914 to date tenure of
the office has been increased to two years.4 Only one gauger has been
appointed to perform the duties of the office.®

The gauger keeps no records.

XXXVI. PACKER OF FISH

This office was established in the town at one of the earliest town
meetings held in 1741. 1 pPhilip Green was chosen as the first packer of
fish and was instructed to certify the quality and quantity of fish in
each container.? The title of packer of fish was not officially designated
to the office until 1905 when the council made the first appointment to
the office.?

A packer was appointed for a one-year term until 1914 when the tenure
was increased to two years.

No records have been found.

3. T, M, R, (1904} T G« R, (1905-14),

4., T. C. R. (1914--).

5. T. M. R. (1904); T. C. R. (1905-14).

To T Mo B (I7RLJG

&5 [Ibid,

8. T. M. R, (1741-1905); T. C. R. (1905--).
4. T. M. R. (1741-1905).
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Unemployment Work Relief Bureau - (120)
Applications

DEFUNCT OFFICES

XXXVII. UNEMPLOYMENT WORK RELIEF BUREAU
Commissioner of Public Works

Following the enactment of the "The Emergency Unemployment Relief Act of
1933" by the general assembly in January 1933, the town council of West Green-
wich voted to accept the benefits of the act.i The council selected John T,
Albro, John H. Potter, and Edna E. Woodmansee: namely, a qualified elector,
the commissioner of public¢ works, and the town treasurer as the first ap-
pointees to act as an Unemployment Relief Bureau for the town.?

Evidently the problem of caring for the unemployed was a relatively sim-
ple one for on July 28, 1934 the council voted that the Work Relief Bureau
be hereby discharged from further service.® The bureau made reports to the
State Unemployment Relief Commission and to the Emergency Relief Administra-

tion.4

The records are stored in the attic of the town treasurer, Doris V.
Andrews, Weaver Trail Road, Nooseneck.

Commissioner of Public Works

Apparently related to the organization of the local Work Relief Bureau,
was the action of the town council on April 14, 1933 when it voted " . . .
John H. Potter be and hereby is appointed Commissioner of Public Works," and
reappointed him on March 31, 1934. As indicated above he was a member of
the local® Work Relief Bureau.

Applications

120. (APPLICATIONS FOR WORK RELIEF), 1933-34. 1 bdl. gSystem estab-
lished 1933; discontinued July 1934.

Applications, showing date; name, age, address, and occupation of appli-
cant; if veteran; period of residence in town, in State; number of dependents;
health, environment; names of dependents, their relationship to applicant,
ages, and income, if any; last previous place of employment, date, name and
address of employer, home value, amount of mortgage, name of mortgagee; if
money in bank, name of bank; amount of life insurance, name of company, amount

1, 7. 0s B (19007,
2: Tbid.

B, @, 0, R (1921,
4y Ibid.

5.

T, C. R. (1933-34).
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Unemployment Work Relief Bureau - (121-123)
Applications; Reports

borrowed, if any; automobile registration number; telephone number, amount of
debts, interest, taxes, insurance, water bill, amount expended for rent, gro-
ceries, fuel, gas, light, milk, miscellaneous, furniture, loans, etc.; amount
of aid received within past three months from public or private agency, re-
marks; oath and signature of applicant; signature of director of public aid.
Arr. chron. by date of application. No index. Hdw. 8 x 5 X %.

Reports

121. (FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION REPORTS), 1933-34.
1 env. System established 1933; discontinued July 1934.

Duplicates of monthly reports prepared by administrator, work relief
bureau, original to State Emergency Relief Administration, showing month and
year of report, name of town; families given relief during month: home re-
lief - number of families aided, number of persons represented, amount ex-
pended; work relief - number of families aided, number of persons represented,
amount expended; total home and work relief; net number of families aided;
net number of persons represented; amount; total number of families on relief
rolls at end of month; single persons without dependents on relief during
month: home relief - number of persons aided, amount; work relief - number
of persons aided, amount, number of single persons on relief rolls end of
month, net number of single persons aided. Arr. chron. by date of report.
No index. Hdw. 8} x 11 x 1/8.

122. (CASE REPORTS), 1933-34. 1 env. System established 1933; dis-
continued July 1934.

Duplicates of weekly reports submitted by work relief bureau to State
Unemployment Relief Commission, showing week ending date, name of town; cases
carried forward from previous week; numbers of new cases, reopened cases,
transferred cases, total intake cases; total under care during week; numbers
closed during week, transferred to other city or town, total closed and
transferred; cases carried forward to next week; cases receiving relief dur-
ing week; numbers on work relief, home relief, work and home relief, total
cases on relief; cases not receiving relief during week; numbers of pending
cases (new or inactive), staggered project cases, total cases not on relief;
total carried forward to next week; numbers of increased cases on relief,
decreased cases on relief; number of home visits; number of collateral calls.
Arr. chron., by date of report. No index. Hdw. 83 x 11 x .

123. (STATE UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF COMMISSION REPORTS), 1933-34. System
established 1933; discontinued July 1934.

Duplicates of monthly reports, State form 25, compiled by director of
Work Relief Bureau, original to State Unemployment Relief Commission, showing
name of town, month ending date; amount of local appropriation quota; cash
balance at beginning of month; amount of cash received from State section
number, amount available from local appropriation; totals to date; expendi-
tures: work relief payroll (payable in cash), work relief payroll (payable
in orders), home relief (orders issued), State projects, project supervision
(work relief), supplies, equipment, and transportation, administration
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Unemployment Work Relief Bureau -
Reports

(office salaries and expenses), total expenditures, cash balance, number of
familied aided: number employed on work relief (cash), number employed on
work relief (order), number receiving home relief; total number of individual
families aided during current month, total number of individual families
aided during entire period, average number of persons to family aided; in-
vestigation report: number of applications received, number of cases in-
vestigated, number of cases approved for relief, number of persons trans-
ferred to private employment, number of persons transferred to other State
work; local aid (not included above): amount expended for work relief, num-
ber of families; amount expended for home relief, number of families; re-
marks; signature of administrator, work relief bureau or director of public
aid. Arr. chron. by date of report. No index. Hdw. 8%—x 13 % 1/85

The following defunct agencies of local government are also to be noted
in the town records as having existed since the establishment of the town:

Last Date Year

Title Established Defunct
XXXVITI. Flax and Hemp Viewer 1741 1745
XXXIX. Measurer of Timber 1741 1811
XL. Viewers of Freeholds 1741 1845
X1LI. Field Driver 1866 1867
XILII, Town Solicitor 1904 1905
XLIII. Surveyor of ILand 1889 1910
XLIV. Special Constables 1889 1920
XLV. Justice of the Peace 1843 1938
Trial Justice 1872 1886

XIVI. Coroner 1884 1939
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SUBJECT INDEX TO INVENTORY

(Abb-Bil)

(Underscored figures refer to pages; others refer to entries)

Abbreviations, symbols, and
explanatory notes, vi
Accounts
and decrees, 15, 10a; 17, l4c
and orders, town council, 13

Acknowledgments, 16, 1l2a; 17, 14b;

19, lég-1
Act, see incorporation, 3
Actions
on certificates of inhabitation,
13, 4c

onﬁiétitions of overseers of
poor, 13, 4d
on petitions for setting off
town, 2
Administration, letters of,
47, lah-u
Affidavits, 20, l6g-iv
absentee voters, 30, 6la
of complete administration,
A7 ldn
of publication of notice of sale,
20, lég-viii; 22, 20f-iii
Age and employment certification,
51, 103
Agreements, 20, 1l6g-vi
Apiaries, registration of, 26, 36
Applications
for ballots, 30, 61b
for hunting licenses, 26, 37
for work relief, 66, 120
Appointment, trustees, 3
Appraiser of damage done by
dogs, 47
Apprenticeship, indenture of,
16, 4fF
Lrea of town, 4
Arrests, record of, 44, 86
Articles, of division (deeds of
partition), 19, l6c-iv;
2l, 20c-iv
Assessments
certification of, 31, 65a;
33, 67a
lists of, poll tax, 10, &f;
gL, e5hy B3 B
record of, 33, 66

Assessments (continued)
summary of, 31, 65a; 33, 67c
tax, 31, 65a; 33, 66-67
Assessors of taxes, 32
estimations of assessments, 33, 67
minutes, 33, 66
Assignments
general, 18, l6a-iv
of legacy, 21, 20a-ii
of life estate, 18, l6a-iii;

21, 20a-iii

of mortgages, 18, lea-iis
21, 20a-i

of personal property mortgages,
22, 22c

of wages, 22, 22f
of water rights, 18, léa-i
Assistance, old age, receipts and
expenditures, 37, 78
Agsociation, articles of, 20, 16g-xv
Attendance
and enrollment, schools, 50, 94
school, record of supervision,
e
school, reports, 50, 98;
53, 108~9; 54, 110
Attorney, power of, 20, 1l6g-viij
21, 20f-i
Auctioneer, 61
Auditor
reports of, 10, 2e
town, 40
Authorizations to town treaurer,
13, Zey 14, 6irod, W= ey b e,
d, e, T
Automobile registrations, 33, 68
Ballots, application for, 30, 61b
Bank statements, 38, 80a
Beach Pond Park, plats and plans,
29, 53
Bills
and invoices, 13, ©
ordered paid, 13, 4e; 14, 6;
ot 0, e, B ooy A5 et
49, 92
of sale, 20, l6g-xi; 22, 22a
school department, 49, 91
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Subject Index to Inventory (Bir-Con)
Births Chattel mortgages, 19, 1l6e-iii;
record of, 24, 29a; 25, 30 21, 20e-iii; 23, 22
returns, 23, 27a Checks
Board of Health, 41 cancelled, 38, 80b
Bonding acknowledgments, 16, 1l2a; stubs ety 87 79
i, b Chief of police, 43
Bonds Churches, establishment of, 5
alcoholic beverage license, 39, 85 Citations, orders for and issuance
defeasance, 19, 16b-ii; 21, 20b-ii ofts (17, dAd
discharge of, 19, 16d-i, 16d-iij; G C. 6. Camb )
8L, 20d~-i, 204-ii Clergymen, register of, 30, 57
and discharges, sheriff's, 23, 25a Clerk, town, 17
grantee's, 19, 16b-i; 21, 20b-i Codicils, 15, 10b; 17, l4e
mortgage, 19, 16b-iii and wills, 20, 16g-x
and mortgages, 19, l6e-ii Collector of taxes, 34
and mortgages, discharge of, 19, Collectors
l6d-iii; 21, 20d-vi to collect colony rates, see
probate, 15, 10es 16, "12% 17 1da collector of taxes, 34
town officer's, 39, 84 list (collector of taxes), 35, 71
town treasurer's, 30, 62 of rates, see collector of tazes, 34
Book warrants (collector of taxes),
Juny,dd Y oh 7l
tax, 31, 65 Colony mortgages (paper money),
Boundaries, town, 4 21, 20e-ii
Budget, schoecl, 50, 96 Colony rates, collector of, see
Bureau, unemployment work relief, collector of taxes, 34
66 Commissioners
Canvassers, board of (and registra- of highways, see supervisor of
tion) proceedings, 10, 2g; 13, 4m, highways, 57
4m-1i o of public works, 66
Caucus papers Committee
Democratic Party, 30, 59 school, 47
Republican Party, 30, 60 school, minutes, 48, 88; 49, 93
Cemeteries, 6 school, reports, 49, 93
Census Confirmatory deeds, 19, lé6c-viii
of 1820, 26, 34 Congdon Mills plat, subdivision of
dist¥ict #1, 1875, 26, %5 (tracings), 28, 50
school, 49, 89-90, 93; 52, 104 Congressional district, 7
Certificates Conservatorship letters, 17, 14h-i
actions on, 13, 4c Constables
of entry (witnesses'), police, 45, also see chief of
20, lb6g-xiii police, 43
naturalization, 29, 56 regular, 44
of registration, hunters', 27, 40 special, 45-68
Certification special, to arrest and prosecute
age and employment, 51, 103 tramps, 63
of assessments, 31, 65a; 33, 67a special, for the town, 63
of treasurer's accounts, 36, 74; Sunday and first-day, 45
37, 75-76 tramp, see tramp officer, 63

Character of town, 5 Contracts, of sale, 20, l6g—Hv




Subject Index to Inventory

Corder of wood, 62
Coroner, 68
Correspondence, town clerk, 31, 63
County
Kent, formation, of, 4
seat, location of, 4
Custodlanshlp letters L7, ddhi
Deaths
record of, 24, 29¢c; 25, 33
returns of, 23, 27c¢
Decisions, fence viewer's,
20, l6g-xii
Dedlcatlons (quitclaim deeds to
town), 20, lég-xvi, 18
Deeds
confirmatory, 19, l6c-viii
of gifty; 19, ‘l6e=iiy 21, 20c-vV
mortgagee's, 19, léc-vii;
21, 20c-iii
of partition (articles of
division), 19, lé6c-iv;

21, 20c-iv
qultclalm 19, loc-1ii;
21, 20c-ii

quitclaim to town (dedication),
20, lég-xvi, 18
record off s 180 16
of sale (sherlff' ), 19, 1l6e-vi
tax collector's, 19, léc-ix
town, 39, 83
treasurer's (colony), 19, léc-v
warranty (general), 19, l6c-i;
21, 20c-i =
Defedsance bonds, 19, 1l6b=iij;
21, 20b-ii
Democratlc party, caucus papers,
20, 59
Dental inspection (schools),
reports on, 54, 113
Deputy chief of police, see chief
of police, 43
Director
of mothers' aid, see local
director of aid to dependent
children, 56
of public aid, see director of
public welfare, 56
of publiec welfare,—36
Discharge -
of bonds, 21, 204-v

i

(Cor-Exa)

Discharge (continued)
of bonds (defeasance), 19, 16d-ii;

21, 20d-ii
of bonds (grantees'), 19, 16d-i;
21, 20d -1

of bonds and mortgages,
19, 16d-iii; 21, 20d-vi
of chattel mortgages 19, 16d-iv;
21, 20d-iv; 22, 22b
of llens 19, léd-vi; 23, 26
of mortgages, 19, 164d-v;
21y 200-111
Discharges
and bonds (sheriff's), 23, 25a
and releases, personal property
mortgages, 19, l6e-iv; 22, 22d
Distribution of population, 7
District
court, 7
congress1onal 7
Division, articles of, 19, lé6ec-iv;
21, 20c-iv
Docket, probate, 16, 13
Dog fund, 30, 65g-i; 36, 74; 37, 76
Dogs
appraiser of damage done by, 47
licensing and registration of,
27y 49-44
Dower release of, 19, 16f-i;
21, 20f-ii
Drlftways and highways, 13, 4g
Earmarks, registry of, lé» 4a
Easements, 19, ng-iii
public, 13, 4h
Election, first town officers, 3
Elections
returns of, 10, 2c; 30, 61
supervisors of, 64
Emergency Conservation Work quarters,
7
Employment and age certification,
Bl 103
Enrollees,llst of, 29, 54
Enumerator, school census 55
Establishment of churches, 5
Estate
for 1ife. 107 lifo-d1
release of lQ lef-ii
Estimations of assessments, 33, 67
Examiner, medical, 7 o
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Sub ject Index to Inventory

Execution, sheriff's writs of,
22, 23a
Exemption of taxes, 31, 65a;
33, 674
Expenditures
old age assistance, 37, 78
school, 55, 115
Explanatory notes, abbreviations,
symbols, vi
Federal Emergency Relief Adminis-
tration
reimbursement vouchers of, 38, 8lb
reports to, 67, 121
Fence viewers, 58
decision of, 20, lé6g-xii
Field driver, 68
Fire warden, 59
Fish, packer of, 65
Fishing
licenses, 27, 41
returns of, licenses, 27, 42
Flax and hemp viewer, 68
Forest fire
payrolls, 60, 119
reports, 60, 118
Forest fire warden (town), 59
Forest warden, 59
Freeholders, list of, 10, 2b;
see also voting lists, 14, ©
Freeholds, viewers of, 68
Gauger of casks, 64
General Assembly resolutions, 2
General assignments, 18, léa-iv
Gift, deeds of, 19, 1l6c-ii;
21, 20c-v
Grantee's bonds, 19, 16b-ij
21, 20b-i
Grantor and grantee index, 20, 17
Guardianship, letters of,
17, 14h-i
Health
board of, 41
board of, proceedings, 13, 4j
officer, 42
Highways
commissioners of, see super-
visor of highways, 57
and driftways, 13, 4g
overseers of the, see super-
visor of highways, 57

(BExe-Ieg)

Highways (continued)
plats of land condemned by State
for, 28, 46-48
supervisor of, 57
surveyors of, see supervisor of
highways, 57
unpaid tax returns, 31, 65b
Historical sketch, 1-7
Home relief, bills ordered paid,
Sy 1Ad
Hopkins, David, Estate, subdivision
off, 28, 51
Hunting licenses
applications for, 26, 37
returns of (to State), 27, 39
stubs of, 26, 38
Incorporation of town, 3
Indenture
of apprenticeship, 13, 4f
of lease (leaseholds for life),
20, lég-ix; 22, 20f-iv
of paupers, 13, 4k
Index, grantor and grantee, 20, 17
Industries, 5
Intentions of marriages, 25, 33a
Inventories
of public school properties,
51, 100
and warrants, 17, 14j
Invoices allowed by town council,
1, 5
Jurors, first, 3
Jury
book, 14, 7
Ioaibaee 100 Ras A9 Ay 145
Justice
of the peace, 68
trial, 68
Kent County, formation of, 4
Land
plats of, condemned, 28, 46-48
surveyor of, 68
Lease, indenture of, 20, 16g-ix;
223, 20f-iv
Leasehold for life, 20, l6g-ix;
22, R0f-iv
Leather, sealer of, 62
Ledger, town treasurer's, 36, 74
Legacy, assignments of,
21, 20a-ii




Subject Index to Inventory

Letters
of administration, 17, 14h-i
of attorney, special,
20, lb6g-vii; 21, 20f-i
of conservatorship, 17, l4h-i
of custodianship, 17, 14h-i
of guardianship, 17, 1l4h-i
of receivership, 17, l4h-i
testamentary, 17, 1l4h-i
levies, tax collector's, 35, 73
lerary service, 6
License bonds, 59 85
Licenses
dog, 27, 43-44
fresh w: water fishing, 27, 41
hunting, application for,

26, 57
hunting, returns (to State),
27 33

huntlng, stubs of, 26, 38
returns, fresh water fishing,
27, 42
Llens dlscharge of, 19, -16d-vi:
23, 26
Life estates, 19, lég-ii
assignment of, 18, l6a-iii;
21, 20a-iii
Lists
freeholder's, 10, 2b; 14, 9
Jury, 10, 2a, 13 A=l dd,
poll tax, 10, of; 31, 65h ;
33, 67b
of p poor vendued, 13, 4-i
of proxies, 10, 2d
tax, 31, 64; 55 67
tax collector s, 35, 71
of town officers lO e
30, 615 31, 650
Local director of aid to
dependent children, 56
Locations of schools, 6
Maps, location of telephone
poles and wires, R7, 45
Marriages =
intentions of, 25, 33a
record of, 24, 29b 25, 31;
26, 33b
returns of, 23, 27b; 26, 33b
Measurer of timber, 68
Medical examiner, Z_"—

- 75 =

(Let-New)

Meeting
public, places of, 6
town, 8
Militia
enrollees, list of, 29, 54
returns on performance of,
29, 55
Minutes
assessor of taxes, 33, 66
board of license commissioners,
18, 4=0
council, 12, 4
school committee, 48, 88;
49, 93
town meeting, 9, 2
Moderator, town, 8
Mortgagee's deeds, 19, l6c-vii;
21, 20c~iii
Mortgages
assignments of, 18, l6a-ii;
21, 20a-i
and bonds,.;g lée-ii
with bonds, 19, 16b-iii
chattel, 19 16e -iii;
21, BOe 111 22, 22
chattel dlscharge of ;. 13, 16d-ixs
21, 20d-iv; 22, 22b
colony (paper money), 21, R20e-ii
discharge of, 19, 16d-v;
21, 204-iii
of Narragansett Electric Light-
ing Company, Providence
21, 20e-v
partlal release of, 21, 20e-iv
personal property, 3551gnmert of,
22, 22c
pe;gonal property release and
discharge of, 19, 1l6e-iv;
PR el
real estate, real estate and
personal property, 19, l6e-i;
21, 20e-i 55
record ofs Ril2 20
registry of (to State), 22, 21
Motor law violations, 44, 87
Narragansett Electric Lighting
Company mortgages, 21, 20e-v
National Park Headquarters, U. S., 7
Naturalization certificates, 29, 56
New London Turnpike, 5




Subject Index to Inventory

Nooseneck Forest Park Reservation
7
No%ices, statutory, actual, or
constructive, 20, leg-xvii
Notice of sale
affidavit of publication of,
20, lég-viii; 22, 20f-iii
sheriff's, 22, 23b
Occupation of inhabitants, 4-5
Officer, to attend burials of
soldiers, sailors, and
marines, 63
Officers, list of town, 10, Z2c;
20, 6d; 31, 65c
0ld age assistance cash book,
Oy 78
Orders
and accounts, town council, 13
and distribution (probate),
17, lag
on town treasurer, 13, 4e;
skt by a7, e P8, b o de
B F5 49, 9%
Ordinances, town, 31, 65e
Overseers of the highways, see
supervisor of highways, 957
Overseers of the poor, see
director of public welfare, 56
Packer
of fish, 65
of pork and beef, see sealer of
weights and measures, 60
and sealer, see sealer of
weights and measures, 60
Papers
probate, 15, 10
town council, 12, 3
Partition, deeds of (articles of
division), 19, léc-iv; 21, 20c-iv
Paupers, indenture of, 13, 4k
Payrolls, forest fire, 60, 119
Permits e
to burn cornstalks, 60, 116
o slight LiTesy 60, ALY
to marry (minors'), 24, 28
Personal property and Teal estate,
real estate mortgages, 12, l6e-i;
21, 20e-1i
Petitions
for setting off town, 1

agssent to, setting off town, 2

(Noo-Pro)

Petitions (continued)

and decrees, 15, 10d; 17, 14-i
Plans

and plats, 29, 53

and profiles, 28, 49

of studies (schools), 53, 105
Plats

division, 29, 52

of land condemned for highway,

28, 46-48
and plans, Beach Pond Park,
29, 53
Police

blotter, 44, 86
chief of, 43
constables, 45, see also chief
of police, 43
deputy chief of, see chief of
police, 43
Boll dax dishs, 10.-2fs 31,  66hy
33, 67b
Poor vendued, list of, 13, 4-i
Population
changes, 4
distribution, 7
Pound-keeper, 46
Power of attorney, 20, l6g-vii;
21, 20f-1
Prizers, see fence viewers, 58
Probate
bonds, 15, 10e; 16, 12; 17, lda
court, 15
docket, 16, 13
papers, 15, 10
proceedings, 13, 4b; 15, 11;
17, l4m
record of wilds, 17, 14
Proceedings
board of canvassers (board of
canvassers and registration),
l-_o_s 28 };?_) 4’171: 4m-1
board of health, 13, 4]
board of license commissioners,
13, 4-0
probate, 13, 4bj 15, 113 17, 14m
town council, 12, 4
town meeting, 9, 2
Property
inventories of public school,
BlL;- 100
receiving book of records, 18, 15




Subject Index to Inventory

Property (continued)
records, 18-23
Proxies, list of, 10, 24
Public
easements, 13, 4h
meeting, places of, 6
Public works, commissioner of, 66
Quitclaim
deeds, 19, léc-iii; 21, 20c-ii
deeds to town (dedications)
20, lé6g-xvi, 18
Rate bill (original 1774-75),
34, 70
Rate makers, see assegsors of
taxes, 34
Rates, collector of, see collector
of taxes 34
Real estate, real estate and
personal property mortgages,
19, 1l6e-i; 21, 20e-i
Receipts
in full, 22, 22e
old age as51stance 37, 78
tax (stubs), 35, 72
Receivership, letters 17, 14h-i
Receiving book property records,
48: 15
Records
of arrests, 44, 86
of assessments, 33, 66
of births, 24, 29a; 25, 30
of burial ground trust funds,
13, 4n; 20, lég-xviii
of a deaths §é 29c; 25, 32
of deeds, lg 16
of electlons 10, 2c; 30, 61
of expendltures school depart-
ment, 55, 115
of marriages, 24, 2%; 285, 31;
26, B8b e
of m mortgages 2L, 20
of polls (poll tax list),
31, 65h
of probate proceedings, 13, 4b;
16,11 17 1dn s

20, of:

puplls' 1nd1v1dual school, 52, 104

of registered voters, 30, 58
of school enrollment and
attendance, 50, 94

of text books (Nooseneck School),
50, 9

2o b

(Pro-Res)

Records (continued)

of teachers' educations, 54, 114

treasurer's (ledger), 36, 74

of wills (probate), 17, 14
Register

of clergymen, 30, 57

of earmarks, 13, 4a

of mortgages (to State),
Registration

of apiaries, 26, 36

of automoblles 33, 68

of dogs, 27, 45 44

hunters' certlflcates of, 27, 40

of voters, record of, §9 58
Release

and discharge of personal

property mortgages,
19, 1l6e-iv; 22, 224

of dower, 19, 16f-i; 21, 20P-ii

of estate 19 16f- 11

general, l7 14 1

of mortgages (partial),
Reports

auditor's, 10, Ze

commissioner's, 15, 1Oc; 17, 14f

forest fires, 60, 118

forest Warden 60, 118

school attendanoe 50, 98; 54, 110

school census, 49, 9O 93

school oommlttee 49, 93

school finance, §g_ 82d 00, 9%

schools, dental 1nspect10n

Zo. 21

21, 20e-iv

54, 113

schools sight and hearing test,
54, 111—112

schools, statistical, 51, 101-102;
53, 109 =

£0 btdte Unemployment Relief
Commission, 67, 122-123

teachers!, 55 107 108

town treasurer Se 10, 2h; X4, 83
31, 65d; 38, 8?4-82b
39, 82c- e2a
viewers of freeholds, 10, Zg
work relief bureau, 67 lEL

Republication Party, caucus papers,

30, 60

Reservation, Nooseneck Forest

Pamie

Resolutlons General Assembly, for

setting off town, 2

{
134
|
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Subject Index to Inventory

Returns
of births,
of deaths, 25 2C
of elections 40, 208 80 61
of fresh water fishing licenses,
27, 42

of huntlng licenses, 27, 39

of marriages, 23, 27b; 26 33b

of performance of mllltary duty,
29, 55

tax collector s (sales of real
estate), 20, 19

of town sergeant, 9, 1

unpaid highway tax, 31, 65b

Sale
bill of, 20, l6g-xi; 22, 22a
contracts of - 20; 16g-x1v
deed of (sherlff' ), 19, l6e-vi

School
attendance reports, 50, 98;

bl; 99; D6, 1083 54 110
bllls allowed and ordered paid,
@ 91
budget 50, 96
census, 49, 89-90, 93; 52, 104
census enumerator, 55
committee, 47
committee orders (authorization)
on town treasurer, 37, 77c
committee reports, 49, 93
dental inspection, reports,
54, 113
department orders on town
treasurer, 49, 92
expendltures 55 1il5)
finance report, 59 82d; o0, 97
funds (receipts and expendltures
afes), BL > 65C; 86, 74 37 75

»inventorles of propertles 51 100

minutes of committee meetlngs
48, 88; 49, 93

names and locations, 6

plan of studies, 53, 105

pupils' individual records,
o2, 104

pupils' marks, 93, 106-07

record of enrollment and
attendance, 50, 94

record of text books (Nooseneck

25, Rd7a

Sohood ) 5095
records, teachers, 54, 114

(Ret-Sup) P

School (continued) i
sight and hearing tests, ket
54, 111-112
statlstlcal reports, 51, 101-02;
93, 109 M
teachers' reports, 53, 107-08 [ o
Sealer !

of leather, 62 :
and packer, see sealer of g
weights and measures, 60
of measures, see sealer of e
weights and measures, 60 (e
town, see sealer of weights bree)
and measures, 60 ey
of weights and measures (town), 60 el
of weights, measures and balances, oy
see sealer of weights and
measures, 60
Sergeant, town, 31
Services
of churches, 5
library, 6
Sheriff's
bonds and discharges, 23, 25a
deeds of sale, 19, l6c-vi
notice of sale, 22, 23b
Solicitor, town, 68
Special constables 45, 68
to arrest and prosecute tramps, 63
for the town, 63
State forest, 7
State road, plans and profiles
of sectlon oL, 28 49
Statements
of assessors,
bank, 38, 80a
Statistics, vital, 235-26
Statutory notlces 20, 20, lbg-xvii
Stubs, check, 37, 79
Subdivisions
of Congdon Mills plat, 28, 350
of David Hopkins Estate, 28, 51
Summary of assessments and town
valuation, 31, 65a; 33, 67c

33, 67

Sunday and flrst -day constables 45
Superintendent of schools, 52
Superior Court, 7
Supervision of school attendance,
51, 99
Supervisors
of elections, 64




Subject Index to Inventory

Supervisors (continued)
of highways, 957
Surveyors
of highways, see supervisor
of highways, 57
of land, 68
Symbols, abbreviations, and
explanatory notes, vi
Tax
assessments,
33, 66-67
book oL, -6D
exemptlons 31, 65a; 33, 67d

31, 695a;

list, collector's, ég FAE
llsts 31, 64; 33, 67

recelpts (stubs) 35, 72
returns of unpaid highway,
31, 65b
warrants,
warrants,
71
Tax collectors'
deeds, 19, 1l6c-ix
levies, 35, 73
returns (sales of real estate),
20; 19
Taxes
assessors of, 32
collector, 34
minutes of assessors, 33, 66
Testamentary letters, l? 14h -1
Testaments and wills, lo 10f;
17, l4k
Tests, reports, schools, sight
and hearing, 54, 111-112
Text books (Nooseneeck School),
record of, 50, 95
Timber, measurer of, 68
Town
area of, 4
agssent to petition for setting
off, 2
audltor 40
boundarles 4
character of,_§

31, 65a; 33, 67

Ezhlector's, 395,

glopk, 17
coun01l s
deeds, 59 83

fire warden see town

forest warden, 359

e

(Sup-Tru)

Town (continued)
forest fire warden,
forest warden, 59
forest warden, 359
hall, 6
hall committee, orders on town
treasurer, &7, 77f
incorporation of, 3
meeting, 8
meeting minutes, 9, 2
moderator, 8
ordinances, 31, 65e
petition for qettlng off: 1
sealer, see sealer of welghts
and measures, - 60
sealer of weights and measures, 60
sergeant, 31 2
treasurer, 36
deeds (colony) 19, léc-v
ledger of receipts and
expenditures (records),36, 74
orders on, 14, 6; 37, 9
e b esidic e b
reports 40, 28 14, &3
31, 65d; 58 82a 82b
59 820—82&
school financial reports,
89, 82df 30, 97
treasurer's accounts
auditors of, see town auditor, 40
certification of, 36, 74
37, 75-76
and town's debts, auditors of,
see town auditor, 40
Tracings
plans and profiles, section of
State road, 28, 49
subdivision, Congdon Mills plat,
28, 50
subdivision, David Hopkins
Estate, 28, 51

see town

Tramp
constable, see tramp officer, 63
officer, 63 B
Transfers, real estate, 34, 69
Treasurer, see town treasurer, 36

Tree warden, 59 (see town forest
warden)

Trial justice, 68

Truant officer, 55




Subject Index tc Inventory

Trust funds, record of (burial
ground), 13, 4n; 20, 16g-xviii
Trustees, first appointment, 3
Unemployment work relief bureau,
66
United States National Park
Headquarters, 7
Unpaid highway tax returns,
31, 65b
Valuation and assessments,
summary of, 31, 65a; 33, 67c
Vendue master, see auctioneer, 61
Viewers

fence, 58
of fence and appraisers of
damages, 958

flax and heﬁﬁl 68
of freeholds, 68
and prisers, 58
Vital statistics, 23-26
Voters, absentee, affidavits of,
30, 6la
Voting lists, 10, 2b; 14,9
Vouchers, (reimbursement)
Federal Emergency Relief
Administration, 38, 8lb
State Unemployment Relief
Commission, 38, 8la
Wages, assignment of, 22, 22f
War memorial, 6
Warden (town)
forest, fire, or forest fire,
59
tree, 59
Warrants
for calling of town meetings,
3L
and inventories, 17, 14j
tax, 31, 65a; 33, 67e
tax collector's, 35, 71
Warranty deeds (general),
19, 16e-iy 21, 20c~i
Water rights, 20, 16g-v
assignments of, 18, l6a-i
Weights and measures, sealer of,
60
and balances, see sealer of
weights and measures, 60
Wickaboxet State Forest, 7
Wills
and codicils, 20, l6g-x

- 80 =

(Tru-Wri)

Wills (continued)

probate record of, 1V, 14
and testaments, 15, 10f; 17, 14k

Wood, corder of, 62
Work relief

applications, 66, 120
reports of bureau, 67, 121-23

Writs

of execution, sheriff's, 22, 23a

deputy sheriff's, of attachment
and mesne process, 23, 24a

orders for and issuance of,
17, 144

reézéter of, attachment and
mense process, 23, 25

returns of, attachment and
mense process, 23, 24b










