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INTRODUCTION.

]

THE public will recollect the charges made against the char-
acter of my brother, Col. Solomon P. Sharp, his widow and con-
pections, by Patrick Darby, soon after his murder, and the prom-
ise then made by me to vindicate his memory. It was then my
intention to perform this sacred duty in the course of a few weeks;
but'a variety of circumstances have delayed it until this time.
Rumors of the murderer’s confession, and of its intended publi-
cation, led me to suspend this vindication before his execution.
After that awful event and the aitendant circumstances, rumors
of another and different confession which would probably soon be
ushered to the world, induced me still to delay, that 1 might be
able to meet'all the accusations brought against my brother by
his two accusers, Darby and Beauchamp. That production is
now before the world; and although 'it carries upon its face an

ample refutation of all its material statements, yet, as the asser-

tions of this man and Darby have made some impression on the
minds of strangers who know nothing of their characters and

motives, I feel it my duty to submit to the public the ample refuta-"

tion which I promised.

In performing this duty, I shall not assail the character of any
man or set of men, further than is necessary for the development
of truth; but from the free use of namesand characters, so far as
that object makes it necessary, I am not to be deterred by any
earthly power. By oneman, John U. Waring, whose name must
necessarily be used in my narrative, I have already been threaten-
ed with death, if I ventared to mention him in connection with my
brother’s murder. Histhreats will potinduce me to say one word
less or more of him than Fintended; but, should he choose to ex-
ecute his avowed intentions; he will find that 1 have left behind
me the certain means of his detection.. Whelly resigned to the
fate which the friends or accomplices of Beauchamp may have
prepared for me, I enter upon the performance of my most sacred
duty, with a determination to * be just and fear not.”

LEANDER J. SHARP.
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CHAPTER: L

Parentage, education, progress-and character of Col. Shaip.

Soromon P. Suarp was born in the County of Washington,

State of Virginia, on the 22d day of August 1787, His father

_-was a soldier of the revolution and fought in the celebrated battle
of King’s mountain, Solomon was but a few months old when

our father removed to the frontiers of Tennessee, where he en-
countered new dangers in the Indian wars which so long raged
throughout the western country,

Raised far from the abodes of polishedlife, in the midst of dan-
gers, privations and alarms, the education of Solomon Wwas only

such as the rodeness of the times afforded. At the age of nine- |

teen he entered upon the practice of the law, and by unwearied

application, aided by a clear, discriminating mind, he not only |

acquired a degree of information seldom equalled by the gradu-

ates of our colleges, but rose to eminence in his profession. In |
his manners he was mild and affable; in the performance of every

duty, determined and inflexible. e suffered no passion to drive

him into the commission of injustice; nor did he permit any fear |
of consequences to deter him from doing justice, both in public |

e}

and private. In morals he was exemplary, and towards females,
was always remarked to exhibit a degree of modesty and reserve |

very uncommon among young men in this age and this country. |
He was generous and liberal,but never extravagant; he neitheren- |

couraged nor mingled in any kind of dissipation, but was forward

to promote every meritoricus object and useful design. By his
honor and punctuality towards his clients, he soon gained a gen- |

eral confidence, and his business accumulated beyond that of
almost every other man of his profession,

So great bad been his progress in the affections of the people,
and such was the confidence reposed in his integrity, that in the
years 1810 and 1811, he was elected a member of the Kentucky
Legislature from the County of Warren, and performed his duty
with such zeal and ability as to ensore him the reward of still
higher promotion. During the war, 10 1812, he was elected to
Congress from the district in which he resided, and served in that
capacity four or five sessions in succession,

In the years 1818 and 1819, he was again elected 2 member of
the House of Representatives of Kentucky from the County of
Warren, and performed his dulics to the entire satisfaction of his
constituents. : :

It was during his service in the Legislature,.that he became
acquainted with Migs Bliza T. Scott, daughter of the late Doctoy

}
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John M. Scott, whom he married on the 17th of Dé\qémber 1818.
This connection was thefruit of a most ardent and “disinterested
attachment on his side, sincerely reciprocated on hers. It brought
him nothing but an excellent, amiable and beautiful wife, to
whom he remained wholly devoted until the day of bis death.

After his marriage, he returned with bis lady to Bowlinggareen,
in Warren County, and immediately commenced housekeeping.
He there continued in the successful practice of his profession and
the management of the extensive property which his industry and
economy had enabled him to accumulate.

In the year 1821, he became a candidate for the Senate. . The
elections were to take place on the first Monday in August and the
two succeeding days. '

On the 1st of June of that year, Governor Adair addressed to
him a letter offering him the office of Attorney General for the
State of Kentucky, and concluding with the following remarks:

«T need not say to you, that the office has fallen into disrepute
in public estimation, and the salary been improperly reduced,
more from an eye to the former occupant, than to the office. ' It
is my wish so to fill it at present, that it may be again renovated
and take its due stand in the government.” ' '

To this letter Col. Sharp replied on -the 13th of June, accept=
ing the appointment. His commission was dated June the 18th,™

and having made preparations to remove his family as soon as the
health of Mrs. Sharp would permit, he went fo Frankfort himself
the latter part of September, to be present at the meeting of the
Court of Appeals on the first Monday in October. According to
revious arrangements, I went up to Frankfort with his family,
and arrived there about the 20th of that month. He immediale-
ly took up his residence in the house of Mrs. Scott, the mother of
Mrs. Sharp.
When he was nominated to the Senate as Attorney General,
certain charges, hereafter to be noticed, were preferred against

him; but after an investigation by a commitiee, he was pronounc-.

ed guiltless, and his appointment was unanimously confirmed.

After this period, he devoted himself wholly to his profession,
his property and his family, until the year 1825. His success was
equal to his most sanguine anticipations. His practice in the
superior courts held in Frankfort daily became more extensive,
and he constantly gained on the affections of his friends and the
confidence of society. Three charming children had blessed his
union with Miss Scott; it was thought all old enmities had died
away, and it seemed that he bad nothing before bim but a long
life of private happiness and public usefulness. :

As a proof of his high characterat that time,1 give the following
statements of respectable men; and men high 1n the contidence of
their country.

o S
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Caristian County, January 1827.

Dear Sir: ' :
Having been called on by you to give.my views of the char

acter and standing of the late Col. Solomon P. Sharp, your broth-

er, I can state that I was intimately acquainted with him frem his

childhood until his death. 1lived a neighbor and was well ac- |

quainted with his father and the family, and I am conusant to his
having received an exemplary moral education, which was veri-
fied throughout his life and conduct.

He sustained an excellent moral character, free from most of
the vices and foibles common to young men, so far as came within
my observation. He appeared sincere in his friendship, generous
and hospitable, decent, decorous and forbearing in his deportment
to all men, so far as my observation extended; and by his virtues
and talents, he had become one of the most popular and distin-
guished men in the State.

I served with him in the army during the late war, in which he
volunteered his services as a private soldier, and was, in the organ-

ization of the army, preferred to.the command of a battalion ina |

regiment I had the honor to command, and in no single instance,
had I reason to complain; for Ialways found him prompt, decisive
and mauly, in executing all orders coming from the commanding
General or myself. - Nor has any circumstance of his life, to my
knowledge or belief, evinced a want of personal or moral courage.
1 was a member of the Legislature in the Senate of Kentucky
that met the 13th of October 1821. 1 recollect perfectly of meet-
ing Col. Sharp shortly after my arrivalin Frankfort, on Saturday
evening before the Legislature met, which was on the Monday
following, and I recollect seeing and conversing with the Colonel
perhaps every day afler my arrival until the confirmation of his

nomination as Attorney General, which took place on the 30th

October 1821. ‘

I was at Col. Sharp’s shortly after the meeting of the Legisla-
ture, in company with several gentlemen, and was introduced to
Mrs. Sharp, Col. Sharp’s lady, and to Mrs. Scott, her mother.
Col. Sharp’s family were then living with Mrs. Scott .in Frank-
fort.

I will state some of the reasons why my recollection serves me
on this subjects  Col. Sharp had, previous to the meeting of the
Legislature, received a pro tem. appointment as Attorney General
for the State of Kentucky, and of course, his nomination would
be laid before the Senate for their approbation or rejection. It
was also known, that, previous to the meeting of the Legislature,
John U. Waring had caused a publication prejudicial to the
moral character of Col. Sharp, in which publication the story of
the seduction of ‘Ann Cook, the late Ann Beauchamp, was one of
the most prominent charges, and it was believed that Waring
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would lay this publication before the Senate, in order to prevent
the confirmation of his protem. appointment.  From my intimate
knowledge of Col. Sharp’s character, and bis eminent qualifica-
tions and friendly intercourse, he had a right to expect and did
rely on me in befriending him on this particular occasion, which
caused me to have frequent conversations on that as on many other
subjects, - The nomination was laid before the Senate on the 24th
of October 1821, and was, on the 26th of the same month, com-
mitted to a select committee, for the purpose of examining into
the truth of the charges, that of the seduction of Ann Cook being
one. Iconversed with the members of the committee often, and
the evidence adduced, perhaps from Col. Bowmar and others, in
which they did not spare Mr. Waring’s character, by which evi-
dence, strengthened by others, the committee unanimously re-
ported favorably to the confirmation of the Celonel’s appoint-
ment, ‘
«In Senate, Octoberthe 30th, 1821: Resolved, That the Senate
unanimously advise and consent to the said Col. Sharp’s appoint-
ment, and that Messrs. Ewing and Gorin acquaint the Governor
therewith.”

I have thus, sir, given you a small sketch of my knowledge of
your brother, and a few transactions relative to his appointment; -
and in doing this, I have only done what was due from me to his *
memory. 1am not in guod health, or I would and could say much
more in favor of that amiable man, Col. Solomon P. Sharp, who

1S DO MOre.
YOUNG EWING.

We, the undersigned subscribers, state, that we have been well
acquainted with Col. Solomon P. Sharp, and that his gentlemanly
and decorous deportment and moral character as a man and as a
citizen, placed him farabove all injury in his reputation while he
lived, from the false and ridiculous statements made in relation to
the seduction of Ann Cook, late Ann Beauchamp, which were not
believed so as to injure his reputation or standing in society dur- -
ing his life, but which have been, with increased colouring and
heightened malignity, propagated to affect his reputation where he.
8 not known, since his death.

Richard M. Hannum,
William I. Morton,
John Ewing,

Daniel M’Goodwin,
Charles Robinson,
James Baham,
Charles Rhice,
Thomas G. M’Koin,

James K. M'Goodwin, ° Abraham Stites,

< M. B. Morton,

James Allison,
Young Ewing,
John D. Patten,
J. H. Rice,
William Murrell,
James Morehead,
N. S. Dallam,




3 : John M'Goodwin, James Bradley,

T4 : : Jeremiah C. Wilkins, John Burgess, Sha
"h * Payton L. Parish, - B. Greenfield. ' Bea
January 12th, 1827, : ' said
' ; han
E : - ; ' befc
i The subjoined statements are from Gen, S. Caldwell and the con
& | Hon, Benjamin Shackleford. . for!
4 Col. Solomon P. Sharp was raised immediately in my neighbor:!  had
i’ hood, from a child until he went into the practice of the law; we was
il then practised law together for several years, and I viewed him afte
A as a gentleman, and especially so, as respected any kind of sedue, ferr
] tion or ill treatment towards females, . fror
SAMUEL CALDWELL. Lw
o Sha
£ - den
(3 ‘ : Horrxingvirie, January 22d, 1827. seei
el Str: : : - abo
In compliance with your request, I with pleasure state, tha plas
45 I was acquainted with Col. S. P. Sharp many years while he prac- 1

tised law in the Green river country, and in justice to his memory Sol
2 . feel no hesitation tosay,. that from my knowledge of him, I think sert
o his moral charactet was as good as that of any man. Wi
b & _ Yours respectfully, : tha
: : LA , ’ "~ B. SHACKLEFORD. oSt
L A. M. Suary, Esq. § the

: : : eve
e e : ' . ser!
i Horxrinsvire, January 27th; 1827, girl
90 PS Dear Sir: : g
BE In obedience to your request, I state, that I was a member Shi

£ of the Legislature of Kentucky.in the year 1821; thatI arrived: har
-l at Frankfort, as well as I recollect, on Tucsday, the Legislature

¥ | having convened the day before. Having been intimately ac-

\ ok quainted with your brother, the late Col. Solomon P. Sharp, for 1
many years previous thereto, I met with him on the first day of

= my arrival, and to the best of my recellection, I saw Coli Sharpin !
el Frankfort during the whole of the session of the Legislature in hay
=l said year. - The following circumstances induced me to believe “'_h
2k Col. Sharp was not absent at any time during the session of 1821, = *F
£ A short time after my arrival in Frankfort, I was informed that = ¢'°
o Col. Sharp had received a pro fem. appointment as Attorney Gen- ~ MY
it eral for the State of Kentucky, and I was informed that his nomi- {he
E nation'would be laid befose the Senate at an early past of the ses au
B sion. I likewise was informed, that one John U. Waring had ;:"
B \ published a handbill prejudiial to the moral character of Col. mﬁ
=
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Sharp, and that the story of the seduction of Ann Cook,late Ann
Beauchamp, was one of the most prominent charges centained in
said handbill. To the best of my knowledge, I never read said
handbill; bat it was expected that said handbill would be laid
before the Senate, with a view of preventing the Senate from the
confirmation: of said nomination. I, feeling a warm attachment
for Col. Sharp, was interested in his success in said appointment,

~ I'made some inquiry into the matter, and was informed the charges
had been made against Col. Sharp in the Senate. Therefore, I
was informed the nomination was referred fo a committee, and
after a full, fair and minute examination into all the charges pre-
ferred against Col. Sharp, the Senate honorably acquitted him
from said charges, by unanimously ¢oncurring in his nomination.
I, with many others of the members of that session, solicited Cel. -
Sharp to suffer his name to be used as a candidate for the presi-
dency of the Bank of Kentucky. I well recollect of frequently
seeing Col. Sharp and conversing with him on divers subjects,
about the time {he election of the President of said Bank took
place, which was near the close of said session.

I can say, sir, from my long acquaintance with your brother,
Solomon P. Sharp, his virtues, as well as his talents, were de-
servedly admired and esteemed by his acquaintances, and there
was no circumstance of his life which came within my knowledge,
that evinced any want of moral eourage. [ would further add,
as respected the celebrated and boasted story, (of hissenemies,)
the seduction of Ann Cook, if understood by others as it has alway¢,
even by his most violent enemies, been represented to me, it de-
serves but little notice; for they always admitted that she was a
girl of good mind, having on her side 35 or 40 years experience,
surrounded by wealthy connections, and a full knowledge of Col.
Sharp being a married man and living in perfect peace and
harmony with his family in the same town,

I am, respectfully, yours, &c.
- JAMES C. CRAVENS.

F. C. Suarp, Esa.

We, the undersigned citizens of Bowlinggreen and vicinity,
having been acquainted with the late Col. Solomon P. Sharp,
who resided as our neighbor for many years, feel it our duty to
express our contempt for the slanderous, insidious, false and mali-
cious rumors, calculated to stain the character and memory of our

. much lameuted fellow citizen, that have been tirculated through

the medium of the presses in this State, charging him with seduc-
tion and other crimes. From a knowledge of many of the cif
cumstances under which these rumors took place, and of his up-
right, correct and moral deportment; we feel it a duty we owe to
ourselves, to his friends, and to the world, to bear testimony to our
B.
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total disbelief of the slanders, and our admirationof his correct; |

moral, honest, honorable and dignified deportment.

E. M. Covington, J. Vanmeter,
A. Larsh, John S. Lucas,

* James B. Sterelt, John Maxey,

- Joseph Rees, James R. Parker,

- P. Doneldson, W. H. Rochester,
James T. Morehead, R. W. Lucas,.
Charles Campbell, Robert O. Hendricks,
John Keel, Samuel S. Brooking,
James Keel, . Thomas Sterett,
Eli Barkley, James M. Blakey.
F. Bettersworth,

February 15th, 1826.

1add the testimony of the Rev. Silas M. Noel, D. D. and the |
Rev. Gideon Blackburn, D. D. with whom my brother was on terms

of the most friendly intercourse. The following letters were ad-
dressed to Mrs. Sharp:

OakLey, 28th March 1827,
Dear Madam : ;

Were testimony needful, to repel that very surprising impu-

tation on the memory of our much esteemed friend and fellow
citizen, (the late Col. S. P. Sharp,) which attributes to him sen- |

timents sceptical or deistical, the appeal might not be made to his

personal friends; for Tam persuaded, among those who knew him,

there is scarcely an enemy vindictive and malignant enough to |-

deny him this tribute, which truth and justice imperiously de-
mand. Detraction so barefaced and daring, is not the offspring of

1

1
f

ordinary spleen, even in factious times. It argues that depravity |

and malignity which death cannot destroy—that ruthless and fiends

like spirit which can fearlessly invade the sanctity of the tomb and |

stab afresh the murdered dead.

In that community where Col. Sharp resided, he needed no
commendation either from friends or foes. His talentsand virtues
had'given him the most enviable ascendancy in the affections of his
countrymen, who delighted to cherish the fondest regard for his
exalted worth. Those catch-penny scribblers, (in other States,)
whose interest it is to make out a good story, have over-reached
themselves, in attributing to him the impurities of infidelity.
The free and unreserved manner in which he was accustomed to

express his belief in the divine authenticity of the Holy Scrip- |

tures and his admiration of the principles they inculcate, togeth-

er with his profound veneration for the Christian religion, as a |

system of practical truth, calculated, pre-eminently to purify the

heart and to renovate the world, will ever protect his memory

from an imputation so unmerited and misapplied.
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‘Allow me, madam, the pleasure of tendering you for myself,
(and I might say for those with whom 1 am associated 1n a so-
ciety way,) assurances of high regard for the public and private -
character of your deceased husband, and a fervent desire that the
unparallelled deed which forced him from the bosom of his family
and country, may work for you “a far mere exceeding and eternal
weight of glory.”

Yours most sincerely,

S. M. NOEL.

! LouisviLe, March 22d, 1827.

My dear friend : e

I have long tenderly sympathised with you under the deep
afflictions you have been called to experience. They are certain-
ly such as must have brought you to a Throne of Grace and to the
heart of a Friend, who is the affectionate husband of the afilicted
widow, That any human being should be found base enough to
inflict unnecessary wounds, is a mark of greatdepravity. My ac-
quaintance with Col. Sharp was pretty intimate for nearly two
years, and hischaracter was familiar for several years. [considered
him a gentleman of talents, politeness, probity and honor, strictly
moral and respectful to religion, so far as his conduct came uunder
my potice. His sentiments respecting the authenticity of the Chris-
tian Scriptures, and of all the important and essential doctrines of
the Christian religion, were matter of frequent conversation be-
tween us, in hours of social intercourse, while I was entertained un-
der his friendly roof; and I can most unequivecally state, that he not
only professed a firm belief in the Christian religion, but a peculiar-
ly accurate and correct knowledge of its leading doctrines and
precepts, and seemed to feel a sacred veneration for all its
claims; and further, that ] had strong evidence, from the tenér
of his conversation, that his conscience was deeply affected
with the necessity of his own personal interest in the concerns of
religion. :

I fee] pretty certain, that his views and feelings were as can-
didly developed to me as to any other man, from the cordial friend-
ship which subsisted between wus, and the unreserved confidence
he appeared to repose in me. After a sermon | bad preached in
Frankfort on the authenticity of ‘the Bible, he remarked, that he
thought the evidence in favor of the Bible was so clear, that no
good man ought to oppose it, and that the benevolent tendency of
the Gospel and its moralizing effect on mankind, were fully suffi-
cient to shew that God was its author. He indeed seemed to me
to have ‘a perfect abhorrence of infidelity. Col. Sharp had a re-
fined understanding, and could not yield his assent to the incon-
sistent dogmas of sectarists, who were more solicitous to make
proselytes, than to lead souls in the highway of holiness; but ta
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a clear display of the Gospel in its symmetry and connections, g
yielded the most explicit consent. ®)

This, my dear friend, I consider but a just tribute to the memo+ |
ry of my respected friend, who, I much regret, was hurried so
wantonly to an untimely grave by unfeeling and bloody hands.
Whatever might have been the cause of that horrid deed, it is in 1
my view unjust to brand his memory with the charge of infidel-
ity, if by it be meant the denial of the truth of the Bible or of the
leading doctrines of Christianity. :

I hope these very severe trials will purify you, like gold passing
4 through the furnace, and lead you at last to rest comfortably in
1 the bosom of the Redeemer, where “the wicked cease from troub-
Bl ling and the weary are at rest.” ‘
o Yours 1n bonds of affection,

: GIDEON BLACKBURN.
Mrs. Eviza T. Snare;

ik =D T

" ' CHAPTER II
|
4

Ann Cook, afterwards Ann Beauchamp—origin of the story relative fo
-the seduction of Ann Cook—John U. Waring.

When Col. Sharp took his lady to Bowlinggreen, after mar-
riage, Ann Cook was living with her brother, John W. Cook, who |

i then kept a boarding house in that place. She was then, accord-

ik -\‘i ing to the most accuraté information [ can obtain, 33 or 34 years

S ' old. She was small in stature, probably not exceeding 98 pounds

- in weight, had dark hair and eyes, dark skin inclined to sallow,

Bl \;’ ' a large forehead, slender nose, large mouth, low chin, face taper-

- ing downwards, had lost her fore teeth, was stoop shouldered, and |

o in no way a handsome or desirable woman. Her tone of voice |
‘; appeared to be affected even to childishness, and she was remark- ©

&1 ably frivolous in her conversation. Vivacity, often amounting to

i } . . . v

i frivolity, was her only recommendation. She had read consid-
i

§ erable, especially of Novels, and delighted to converse upon
£\ acenes of romance and fiction.  Of moral and religious principles, |
she was wholly destitute, She was an avowed disciple of Mary
Woolstoncraft, and scoffed at the institations of soclety, especially |
matrimony. She believed in no future state of existence, and de-

clared, that in her opinion, mankind are brought into being |
with an entire right to dispose of their persons and lives as they
please. 'T'he whole Christian system she denounced as a fraud on
£ _ mankind, propagated and sustained by cunning and priestcraft.
[ Having beenacquainted with her at least twelve years before the

AR
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birth of ber illegitimate child, I knew her principles well, so far at

least as they were developed in her conversations.

At the time alluded to, she was in the habit of visiting many of
the most respectable families in Bowlinggreen. The house of
Col. Sharp being near that of her brother, she frequently called
on Mrs. Sharp. At that time, Mrs. Sharp was seriously impressed
on the subject of religion, and found nothing in the conversation
of Ann Cook, which could, in any degree, make hersociety agree-
able.  On the contrary, ber visitant became, from her extreme
frivolity, not only unacceptable, but often disgusting. There
never was any intimacy or any degree of confidence between themt
But she was tolerated on account of her relatives and connec-
tions, who were among the most respectable in that section of the
country. :

Nothing was publicly known of the private habits of this
woman until the summer of 1820, when her shame became noto-
rious by her pregnancy. Of this child, she declared that Col.
Sharp wasthe father! At the time this alleged seduction must

“have taken place, he had been married to a beautiful and amiable

woman, whom he tenderly loved, not one -year! Such a thing is
not probable—nay, it is hardly possible. The heart cannot be
sosoon estranged from a lovely object on which it has placed all
its affections. Mrs, Sharp was far the superior of Ann Cook, in
youth, intelligence, personal charms,and every genteel accomplish-
ment, That Col. Sharp could so soon forget the young wife of
his bosom, not then 20 years old, to associale with a frivolous,
waning flirt of 35, who had nothing but forwardness and pertness
to recommend her, is wholly incredible! It is more likely, that
Ann Cook wished to give importance to herself by connecting her
infamy with a man whom society held in the highest estimation;
or with that jealousy and malice which the female bosom some-
times cherishes, she may have desired to involve in her ruin,
the hopes and happiness of the more accomplished Mrs. Sharp,
whose good fortune she had so much room to envy,

The sensation produced in my brother’s fafnily was one of deep
mortification, notwithstanding they never entértained a moment’s
doubt of his innocence. They were satisfied, that he was select-
ed by an unprincipled and shameless woman, as one whose spotless
character and high standing would afford her some apology for
the surrender of that virtue which subsequent information fully
proved she had long ceased to possess.

Facts within the personal knowledge of Mrs. Sharp, satisfied
her of the foulness of the charge, and of her husband’s innocence.
Ann Cook was specific as to the time when the criminal act was
commitled. She said it was oo a particular Sunday, September
the 18th, 18195 that Mrs. Sharp had gone to meeting; that she
went inte Col. Sharp’s office and found him alone, &c. Ip relation
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{o that day, there were many events which brought it more fully .
to the recollection of Col. Sharp’s family than almost any other day |
in the calendar, as if Heaven had so ordered it, as to detect the | .

vile imposture. It was the Sabbath before the birth of Mrs.
Sharp’s first child; and Mrs. Sharp’s mother, Mrs. Scott, had gone
down to attend her in her sickness. Col. Sharp on that day went

to'meeting with Mrs. Sharp and Mrs. Scott, which was held in an |

unfinished room belonging to the Messrs. Keels. The room was
so crowded that Col. Sharp and Col. Johnson had to take seats
upon the Clerk’s desk or table, where they were conspicuous to
the whole congregation. Col. Johnson stated last summer, that
he perfectly well recollected sitting there with Col. Sharp during
the sermon. - When service was over, €ol. Sharp invited Mr,
Lapsley, the preacher, to dine with him. =~ After dinner, Col. Sharp
read to Mrs. Scott the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of
Faith, in which he was occupied until night. The next morning
he started to Glasgow, to attend the Barren Circuit Court, in com-
pany with Col. Johnson, Those who knew these facts were at
once satisfied of the falsehood of the charge, and of Col. Sharp’s
innocence. A man who is now dead, afterwards stated, that he

had seen Ann Cook in the act of criminal intercourse with another |

individual, on that very day.
This scandalous charge against Col. Sharp created a great deal

of conversation, and was followed by a variety of rumors, that Ann |
Cook had, for many years, been guilty of shameless prostitution.
It was stated, thata young man named Reavis, who had formerly
lived in the house of John W. Cook and had then gone to Mis- |
sourl, had some direct knowledge of her habits. Mr. John Keel |
and John W. Cook both wrote to this young man, and both receiv- |
ed answers, the substance of which was, that he had seen enough |

with his own eyes to convince him of Ann Cook’s loose character.
Heeven named the guilty person; but it is not necessary to my pur-
pose to be more explicit. Mr. Keel voluntarily put the answer
he received into the hands of my brother; and Mr. Cook was so
well satisfied of his sister’s lewd conduct, that he often expressed
to me his regret that he had for a moment entertained an ill feel-
ing towards Col. Sharp. . From that time till the day of his death,
he expressed the highest regard for him, and employed him in all
his law business. Ann Cook’s relatives generally remained his
fast friends, employed him in their law business, and often express-
ed their entire conviction of his innocence.
The following is a copy of Reavis’ letter to Mr. Keel:

BoonvirLe, August 18th, 1820.
Dear Sir:

After my respects to you, I will inform you what I know of

the report in circulation in your place concerning Miss Ann Coolk.
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. in 1817, and whilst I boarded with J. Cook, I was engaged with
. a wagon and team, which I hired of him. I went to feed them at

the |

a late hour in the night. After I had done feeding them, I re-
turned to the house; but as1 drew near to the door, 1 perceived
it to be shut; but went on to the door; but before I put my hand
on the latch, it was pulled about half open, when I perceived it to
be Miss Ann Cook. I then stopped and gave her the door. Asshe
passed me she spoke these words, “there is nobody there.”” 1 made
her no answer. I then pushed the door open, when 1 saw a man
standing against the partition. As I passed him I recognized bim
as well as I could by the reflection of the moon, and thought, from
the stature and dress, it was or o This sir, is
true, as far as my recollection serves me at this time.
With due respect, your friend,
ANDERSON REAVIS.

P. S. Sir, you will do me a great kindness if you will write to
me who it was that reported that I'saw and Apn Cook
ina carnal connection with each other, and the words which he
stated that 1 should havesaid. I will inform you the reason 1 did
not answer your letter sooner than I did, as it was owing to my
living at a distance from the Post Office, and could see no oppor-

tunity until now.
: ANDERSON REAYVIS.

It was probably a disclosure of this information by J. W. Cook
to his sister, which drew from her a full acknowledgment of her
falsehood in charging her child to Col. Sharp; and a partial de-
velopment of some of her amours. On the death of John W.
Cook, Doct. Payne administered on his estate, and found among
his papers a letter from Ann Cook to him, which is described in
the following extract:

MounrsTErLING, 9th Sept. 1826,
Doct. Sharp: : ‘

Dear sir, I received, on last evening, a letter requesting me,
in substance, to state what I understood as to the person who
wrote the letter found by Doct. Payne with the papers of John
W. Cook. 1 answer, that I explicitly understood, Doct. Payne,
that after the death of John W. Cook, the brother of Ann Cook,
late Mrs. Beauchamp, he, Dr. Payne, administered on the estate
of J. W. Cook; and that he found, upon examination of the pa.
pers of the deceased, a letter written by Ann Cook to her broth-
er, John W. Cook, explaining fully the circumstances of her se-
duction, naming the guilty person and entirely exonerating Col. &
S. P. Sharp. The guilty person was named to me by Dr. Payne.
Irequested Dr. Payne to permit me to name the whole circum-
stance to Col. Sharp, which he very promptly granted me. 1did
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50, and Col. Sharp named the person said to be her sedacer, before |

I named him.

It might be enquired, how I came to be so inlimate with Dr..
Payue, to receive all this information. T answer, that Dr. Payne

was in my employment 2 or 3 years, I think in 1809, 19 and 11}

that he 13 a second or third ceusin to my wife; that Ann Cook,

late Mrs. Beauchamp, was also second ‘or third cousin to my wife,
and Dr. Payne and Ann Cook were own cousins; that in the year |
1814 or 15 she paid a visit to her relations in this section of the |

country; that she was at my house and remained with us 2or 3

days, it being the first and last time I ever saw her. I, therefore, |
felt interested in making some inquiry concerning her. I then for |

the first time learned from Dr. Payne, that she was married. |

never saw her husband that I know of, Although Dr. Payne may |
feel some delicacy about giving a certificate upon this subject, |

yet, from my long and intimate acquaintance with him, and know.
ing him to be a gentleman of honor and veracity, I do not fee] the

least hesitation in saying, that he will prenounce all I have said

upon this subject as coming from him, substantially true.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
, M. HARRISON.
P. S. Notwithstanding (he misfortunes of Mrs. Beauchamp, I
am not atall too proud toacknowledge her the relation of my wife
and children, when truth is to be elicited in favor of the dead, and
the distressed widow and orphans. M. H.

In addition to this, she was frequently heard to say, that Col.
Sharp had doneher no injury, as'is proved by several statements |

in my possession, one of which is as follows:

“In a conversation with Ann Beauchamp, wife of J. O. Beau-

champ, I recollect distinctly to have heard her say, when speakin
of Col. S. P. Sharp, thathe had neverinjured her, and that she had

no harm against him; but that Dr. Sharp had spoken disrespect-
fully of her, and she showed great hostility against him: Given |

under my hand this 1st day of August 1826.
RICHARD HOLLIWAY.”

 Explicit proof that she bad been caught with another man, and

Ber own confession, would seem sufficient to satisfy all mankind, |

that the charge made against my brother, was entirely false. Bof
of herloose and profligate character, I'have other evidence of the
most conclasive kind.

Gen. Covington told me, he was salisfied she had been in the
habit of illicit intercourse with men for ten Years, and that his lady
had long before prohibited her visiting at his house.

The most shamelessincident of this woman’s profligate life, was
accidently witnessed by the wife of the Hon. Francis Johnsons
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fhe circumstances of her conduct are too indelicate to mention in

connection with alady’s name. It occurred years before the birth
of herillegitimate child; but respect for the family of Ann Cook

“induced the greatest secrecy, with regard lo her disgraceful con-

duct, until her shame became apparent to the world. To some of
her female acquaintances, Mrs. Johnson then made known the ef~

frontery with which Ann Cook, years before, had made visits to her

at her own house, for the purpose of accomplishing her assigna-
tions with a young man -who resided in the family, and of the
frontless impudence which led to her detection.

John W. Covington and Isaac C. Covington both told me, that
a gentleman of undoubted veracity had informed them, that he
had caught her in the criminal act with a man by him named,
several years before. -

Many other instances, equally atrocious, came. to light, of her
intercourse with .numerous individuals, pne of whom, a mechanic
then living in Bowlinggreen, often declared, that he was much
more likely to be the father of - her chld than Col. Sharp. 1would
name individuals, were it proper, who kept her as a mistress, be-
fore the birth of her illegitimate child. Indeed, although I had
heard much before, I bad no conception of the extent of her
prostitution, until since her husband was charged with my breth-
er’s murder. But for the malice with which every person has
been pursued who has dared to give his name to the publicin
vindication of Col. Sharp’s reputation, I coull have procured af-
fidavits proving every fact1 have stated, and many more.

_ In further confirmation of Ann Beauchamp’s character before
the birth of her illegitimate child, 1 insert the following state-

ments:

“The undersigned states, that he lived some time in the houge
of J. W. Cook, wheu be kept a tavern in Bowlinggreen; that he
knew Ann Cook, since the wife of J. O. B p, and that from
what he witnessed of her conduct at different times with men, he
feels po hesitation in saying that she was a base woman. This
was several years before she charged Col. Sharp with her tale of

; WADE H. M’FADDIN.
Teste—C. G. Cox. : 28th August 1826€.”

The undersigned lived in Bowlinggreen a number of years,
and was well acquainted with Ann Cook. He lived at her broth-
er'’s tavern, when she lived there; that from her conduct for
several years before the fabrication of the slander against Col.
Sharp, he considered her a woman without virtue or female chas-
tity.  This was the opinion of many of the young men that lived
in 2nd about the tavern, and be always believed the fabrigation of
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the tale on Col. Sharp, was {o give consequence to her shames,
She must have been 35.years of age at the time, ;
D. TURNEY-.
August 28th, 1826,

She was in the constant habit of walking eut alone into the
forests and fields adjacent to the town, under pretence of search-
ing for herbs and flowers; and when reminded of its improprifaiy
by any of her female acquaintances, and of the remarks to which
it might give occasion, she declared she cared not what was said—
that people would always find something to talk about. When

. ber real character became publicly knewn, the object of these

solitary walks was no longer doubtful.

Her illegitimate child was born in June 1820. [t was still |

born. Col.-Sharp rested his vindication on his own irreproach- |
able character; the improbability of the story at that particular

period of hislife, and Ann Cook’s infamy of character, which then |
became known to the world. Subsequently, he was put in pos-

session of the letter to Mr. Keel, already inserted, which confirm- |
ed the rumors already afloat. But he always avowed, that he |
never had, unfil this event, heard any thing in disparagement of the
character of Ann Cook. His frequent absence on the circuit of
the courts which he attended, and his constant application to busi- |
ness when at home, left him no time to seek thé society of the

giddy and thoughtless, or to-mingle with those who made female
frailty their jest. _

The charge was fast sinking into oblivion, as its maker was into |
the infamy she merited, when it was revived and thrown into more |
extensive circulation in 1821, for the purpose of gratifying person-
al malignity ip the destruction of my brother’s public and private
character. The person who undertook this work of detsaction
was John U. Waring,

This man had long been celebrated as one of the most malig-
nant and dangerous men that ever lived. He often takes up a dis-
like to an individual without the least cause, and pursues him with |
the most persevering vengeance.’ Nothing delights him more than |
to provoke his enemy, by insulting language, to strike him, while
he holds himself ready at the instant, with a knife or dirk, to stab |
kim in return. In this manner he has stabbed six or seven men, |
of which he makes a boast. Formerly, he lived in Versailles;
but his conduct became so outrageous, that the whole town rose
upon him as one map, and ordered him to leave Woodford County |
at the peril of his life, He prepared himself with a variety of
fire-arms and other weapons, to defend his own house; but seeing |

and put himto death, he agreed to comply with their command,
if they would suffer him to retorn in time of Court to wind up |
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his business. 'This privilege was granted, and he soonafter took
aip his residence in Warren County.  On his subsequent visits fo
Woodford, during the terms of the Circuit Court, he stabbed one
or two men, and once would have been torn in pieces had he net
made a quick escape. :

. Waring wasa man who speculated in all'sorts of claims, and'soon
after he settled in Warren County, he found the talents and indus-
try of my brother very inconvenient to him. It was hot, there-
fore, long before he marked him out as his enemy, if not his victim.
The following letter is a good sample of the general character
and conduct of the man. '

- Bowuincereen, February 12th, 1821.
Dear Sir: ; :

I have been justsaluted with a writ in the name of Thomas
Green, yourself the attorney, and have :esamined your declara-
tion. During an attempt hitherto to make me responsible for this
money, you, | presume, came to the knowledge, that previous to
the sale made by Owings, the Constable, Green had conveyed all
his claim, possession and interest in the printing establishment to
Gaster, and that Gaster had cenveyed to Col. Johnson. .The ex-
ecution which Owings had was 1 the officer’s hands and "binding
the property previous to the sale to Gaster and Johnson, and of
conrse had to be satisfied. Thus the right to sue-existed® only

' with Col. Johnson, (if that right wasalive in any one,) and his re-

ceipt for the balance has ever been ready, and the money was
ready for the satisfaction of the execution, and that koown. to
Owings.

I also presume you are fully apprized, that there never was any
around of suit upon the merits of the case, either in Green, Ow:

8
ings or Johnson, as I permitted‘Owings to sue again at his request

. to avqid responsibility, the property being subjectand capable of

severance. 1 also presume you. are apprized, that I'hold Tom
Green’s bill of sale and warradty for the girl, Anne, at the pur-
chase price of 350, for which Green, Owings and yourself bave
brought an action of detinue against Quiionberry, upon the plea
of infancy. 1T paid silver dollars forher, Of these facts I pre-
sume yvou have full knowledge, as they have been in Court, and
perhaps yourself, a party as well as an eye witness. ‘There are
other claims | have against this fellow, more than sufficient to set
off this claim, even admitting it to its fullest pretended extent. It
1s at all times disagreeable to be harrassed-atlaw by a vagrantor a
%erson in whom thereis no lega! responsibility. Ido assure youysir,

have no digposition, no wish to come to anopen rupture with you
orany other; nor have I any inclination to be troubled with you
in any way. Iwish you to understand from me, thaty if at-9s nes
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cessany, efficient means will be taken to put all suits, both for ang
against me, in the hands of some other person than yourself.
35 Yours,
J. U. WARING.

-

|

-time, pake a full and public disclosure of a part of your public |
conduct, Amoug other things, your Chickasaw town project to |

My brother could understand, and did understand the last sen. |

tence in this letter, only as a threat against his life.

It never |

caused him to deviate a hair’s breadth to the right or to the left,
from the conrse which his duty asa man and a lawyer prescribed. |
In consequence of his inflexible course, he subsequently received |

the following letter:

Bowrinesrery, June 1st, 1821.

1 am sorry tobe under the necessity of informing you, that Mr.

M’Faddin has informed me of the manner in which you spoke of
me the other day to him and in his neighborhood. Mr. Hampton

also informed me of the manner in which Leander J, Sharp spoke |

of me at his house a few days since. Now,sir, once forall, I tell

you, your mouths shall be stopped. At a proper time and in a |

roper place, I will corporeally punish each of you for what you |
{], Presume not from my forbearance, that it |

ave already done.
will be permitted. My friends advise me to let each of you run

until after the election, lest you shall be able to raise the yell |

of persecutien, This, together with a determination nof to
engage in personal controversy, if possible to be avoided, has
restrained -me heretofore, But each of you shall now stop, or
even these considerations will not be sufficient to protect either
of you. Neither of you are henceforth to call my name, much
less speak of me, until you shall evince to me that you are worthy
of that privilege.

I now, sir, inform you, that I am prepared, and will ip a short |

defraud the soldiers of the revolution of the price of their blood
and the toils of a seven years’ war. Prepare to meet the charge;

_Justify yourself if you can, or sink into political infamy. To this
last step, I am led by a sense of my duty to the community; not |

from personal ill will or by party purposes. - I am no partizan of |

any set of men, nor have [ ever been,

J. U. WARING.

The charges above alluded to, are the same which appeared in
ahandbill a few days afterwards, and were investigated and pro- |
nounced to be unfounded by the Senate, at the next session of |

the Legislature. The partizan character which Waring here

disclarms, has always heen the most prominent trait in all his

public eenduct,
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Col. Sharp was in the Court-house when he received this let-
ter, or another like it, and word was brought to him, that Waring
was in the street, completely armed, swearing that he would take
vengeance on him when he came out. Some of my brother’s
friends advised him not to go out, fearing that Waring would
execute his threats. Mrs. Sharp was informed of Waring’s
threats,and herapprehensions were so great, that she went out into
the street, in sight of the Court-house, to watch for her hasband’s -
return. He came out, passed within a few steps of Waring, who
did not molest him, met his wife with the utmost cheerfalness, and
even laughed at her apprehensions. - :

Col. Sharp was then a candidate for the Senate of Kentucky,
and Waring had ransacked the country and its records to find the
means by which he could ruin his character and prevent his elec-
tion. On the 8th of June, he came out in a handbill signed
with his own name, in which he charged my brother with much
misconduct, and particularly” with an attempt to defraud the
public out of some of her lands. It was this charge and the
others contained in that handbill, which he subsequently laid

" before the Senate, and had the mortification to see them all refu-

ted, exploded and disregarded, after a careful examination by a
committee. 3 : :

Ann Cook’s illegitimate child was born about a year before the
publication of this handbill. The charge of being its father,
which she had made against Col. Sharp, was generally disbelieved
and fast hastening to oblivion. But Waring did not fail to avail
himself of it in this attack. The manner in which he spoke of
it, will be seen by the following extract from his handbill, viz.

“ ¥You, sir, have been a Colonel in the militia for many years, and
“I am informed, never, during all that time, appeared at the head
# of vour Regiment more than once or twice with a sword,—yet.
“in the town of Bowlinggreen, at a wedding, on a Sabbath eveniug,

- ¢ in the Spring of 1821, at the house of your particular friend,

“ where there was alarge and respectable company, you appear-
“ed armed cap-a-pie, with your red belt and glittering sword
“hanging by yourside. Will you, sir, tell us what this meant?
¢ Was it sheer ostentation, or did you wear it under the apprehen-
“sion that you might meet with some of the relations of * **
«* *¥* % [Ann Cook,] in whose bosom this marriage scene might,
“ when connected with your presence, excite indignant feclings
“ and bring down upon your devoted head the punishment you so
“richly deserve at their hands, for having eorrupted the blood of
“ purity, stabbed the best hopes of a fond and widowed mother,
“ cast into infamy and expelled from society a respectable worman,
“and shrouded a whole family in mourning? Sir, long have we
* been amazed at the tacit submission of the relations of this young
% Jady, and the torpid forbearance of this injured family.




|
=
B

e e e

g

A S et

SR et i M o SR

SRR

«Your only pretence at apology for this unhallowed act, has
e heen, your previous knowledge of the ill fame of this unfortu-
% pate ‘young woman, until the very hour of disclosure. The
« child is dead; but its mother and yourself live the monuments of
% human weakness and human depravity.” :

No man, probably, better knew the real character of Ann Cook
than Waring. He, therefore, knew the ground of my brother’s
justification. There is no truth in the assertion that he rested
his defence on his “previous knowledge of her ill fame.” He
uniformly declared, that he knew nothing of her “ill fame” untif
after she was known to be pregnant. If Waring’s amazement at
the forbearance of Ann Cook’s relations was not all feigned,
here was an evident effort to stimulate them to vengeance, and
perhaps it was through them that he intended, according to his
first letter, ““fo put all suits, both for and against him, in the hands of
some other person.” But those relations were already satisfied of
Ann Cook’s character and my brother’s innocence, and instead of
seeking for vengeance apon him, were retaining himin their busi-
ness and bestowing on him marks of confidence and friendship.

With the most malignant industry, Waring circulated bis hand-
bill over the whole country, determined to destroy the character
of a man whom he could not intimidate. Where the author was
unknown, the impression they produced'was doubtless unfavor-
able; but where the fact was otherwise, they were entirely harm-

less. Protected by conscious innocence, and knowing that he was

already acquitted hy the respectable relations of Ann Ceok and
she whole society in which he moved, my brother did not reply to
the charges contained in this publication. He did not wish
further to wound the feelings of that woman’s relations, and he
trusted to the purity of his hife and the mildness of his demea-ior,
to aequit him before the world.

Waring has often boasted, that he drove Col. Sharp from the

-political theatre and compelled him to remove from Bowlinggreen,

by this publication. 1must deprive him of the malignant grati-
ication afforded by this refiection. Iis handbill was published
on the 8th of June 1821. The letter offering my brother the
office of Attorney General, was dated on the first of the same
month, in which Governor Adair says, “Having been informed, some
time since, that you would accept this appoiniment and remove lo this
place, T have thought it my duty to address you this note,” &c.

It hence appears, that some time before the first of June, he had
determined to remove to Frankfort, if he got this appointment,
and therefore it was not Waring’s handbill, published on the 8th
of that month, which produced this determination.

I know notf that my brother had any intercourse with Waring,
or was further molested by him, after his removal to Frankfort.
At the time of his murder, Waring was conlined in Lexington
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with a severe wound from a rifle shot, which he had received some
time before in open day from 2 man whom he had formerly stabbed
in Versailles. On hearing of the murder, I am told he remark-
ed, that it was fortunate for him that he was confined; for other-
wise he would certainly bave been suspected. Since the murder,
he has exhibited his malice, by proclaiming. every where, that

my brother deserved death, and he only blamed Beauchamp for

the manner in which he inflicted it! With the publication of
Mrs. Sharp, which named him in terms not very respectful, he
was much inflamed, and threatened heavy vengeance against all
who aided her in it, and especially myself. -~ By many threats, so
uttered that he knew they would be conveyed to me, he has also
endeavored to deter me from vindicating the memory of my
murdered brother, knowing that he must figure not very advan-
tageously in the narrative. ‘

In farther confirmation of some of the statements made 1n this"
chapter, I annex the following, from ladies of high standing:

Christian. County, March 8th, 1827,
I was acquainted with Ann Cook, late Ann Beauchamp, in
Fairfax County, Virginia. To the best of my remembrance, I
first knew her in 1803; I then understood she was about ninetecn

years old. .
FANNY BRADSHAW.

I knew Apn Cook, late Ann Beauchamp, in the year 1805, in
Fairfax County, Virginia. She was then a woman grown; I
suppose twenty years old.

: FRANCES SUMMERS.

About twenty-four years ago, in the State of Virginia, in Fair-
fax County, I was acquainted with Ann Cook, since Ann Bead-
champ; she was, at the time of this acquaintance, about sixteen
or seventeen years of age, which would make her about forty ox

forty-one at the time of her death.
ANN RUMSEY.

Y —

CHAPTER III.
Jeroboam O. Beauchamp—~his marriage with Ann Cook.

AT the time my brother, Col. Sharp, removed from Bowling-
green to Frankfort, in the Fall of 1821, J. O. Beauchamp was
reading law in the former place. He was then about eighteen
years old, was inattentive to his studies, wild, unprincipled and
profligate. He was barely known to Ccl. Sharp; but there wat




astudent of my brother, as has been asserted in distant papers, nor
was there any intercourse of friendship or business between them,
I remained in Bowlinggreen some time after Col. Sharp’s family
leit that country. After Beauchamp was admitted to"the prac-

tice, he solicited me to put into his hands some of my brother’s |
business in that section of the country, and I gave him one or

more notes for collection. The time when he was employed in
this business is fully established by the following statements:

“State of Kentucky, Simpson County Set. .

I, Joha L. Moore, Clerk of the Simpson Circuit Court, do
certify, that J. O. Beauchamp, as attorney at law, did attend. to
and prosecute a snit for Col. Solomon P. Sharp plaintiff against
M. Clark defeadant, in this Court; that said suit was brought on

the 12th March 1828, by said Beauchamp, as attorney aforesaid, |

prosecuted by him to a judgment at the April term 1823, and the
business atiended to by said Beauchamp, attorney for said Sharp,
until the money was collected some time in the latter part of the
year 1823. The defendant replevied on the 21st of June 1823,
and the second execution, upon which the money was collected,

- issued on the 3d of October 1823. Given under my hand, this

13th day of January 1827.
JOHN L. MOORE, Cik.”

“Simpson. Couniy, to wit. :

L, acting in the character of Sheriff of Simpson County, col-
lected the money in the case within named, and paid the same over
to J. O. Beachamp, attorney for Col. Sharp, or to the order of
skid Beauchamp, attorney as aforesaid. T do further add, that

during the pendency of the collection of the within money,J. O.

Beauchamp frequently applied to me to urge the collection, and
stated as a reason why he wished it done expeditiously, that ke
wished to obtain the further patronage of Col. Sharp. Given under
my hand, this 13th day of January 1827.

THOMAS L. STRATTON.”

T'he following letter will shew with what zeal young Beauchamp
pushed this business: :

Bowriveereew, Oct. 19th, 1823,
Capt. Moore: Dear Sir, :

In 8. P. Sharp vs. Micajah Clark, there is a replevin bond with
Bullock security. 1 once ‘or twice applied to have execution
tssued thereon. If through your complication of business, you
have not issued it, do so as'soon as possible, as I am urged to make
the money. [f the money shall be made, take it upon yourself, if

no long or intimate acquaintance between them. He wis not 4 |

|

you
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you please, hereupon, to receive the money and give the neces:
sary receipt, and transmit the money to me by any means which
you may deem safe, (enclosed,) the mail excepted.
Oblige, dear sir, your hemble servant,
J. O. BEAUCHAMP,
Attorney for S. P. Sharps
& Simpson County Scl.

The foregoing is a correct transcriptof ap original letter now
on fle in my office, appertaining to the case therein mentioned.
Wilness my hand, this 13th day of January 1827,

JOHN L. MOORE, Cik.”

«Received $5, my fee in a suit, 5. P, Sharp against M. Clark,
of A. M. Robinson, 14th January 1824.
J. 0. BEAUCHAMP.”

It will be recollected by all who have read Beauthamp’s con-
fession, that he pretends to have contracted his deadly hostility
to Col. Sharp, as early as 1820 or 1821, to have travelled to
Frankfort in the fall of the latter year for the express purpose of
killing him, and to have been constantly watching his movements
to gain an epportunity to accomplish his dreadful purpose, until
the fatal night of November the 6th, 1825. But here is explicit
cvidence, derived in part from the records of the country, proving,
not only that he had no hostility to Col. Sharpin 1823, butcn the
contrary. was employed in bis business, and was endeavoring e
to demean himself as to gain his friendship and further patronage.
His language, at that time, corresponded with his acts, as ap-
pears by the following:

«[ do certify, that some time in the winter or spring of the
year 1823, in Franklin, Sumpsan County, Kentucky, 1 was pres-
entand heard a conversation between J. O. Beauchamp and some
other persons. Fhe conversation turned upon men of eminence,
when Beauchamp pamed Col. Sharp, and said he had raised

' himself by his own merit, to be one of the first men in the coun-

try, and spoke well of him as a gentleman and a man of talents,
§0 s to convince me, by his words and manner, that he had no
malignily of heart or ill will against Col. Sharp at that time.
Given under my hand, this 13th January 1827.

B. F. SIMPSON.”

« Sworn to before me, this 13th of Jannary 1827.
H. B. MONTAGUE, J. P.”

“Ido certify, thatsome time in the fall of the year 1823 or 1824,
at my. brother’s store in Simpson County, Ky. I heard J..O. Beau-
champ speaking of a supposed resemblance he thought he bore ta
Qol. 8. P. Sharp; and in speakin% of it, he appeared to exult in

)
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the idea of resembling him, and spoke of Col. Sharp as one of
the first men in the State, both as a gentleman and a man of talents, e,tstz
and clearly discovered, both by his couversation and manner; | 1o
that he entertained no malignity of heart, ill will or resentment
to Col. Sharp ‘at that time. Given under my hand, this 13th
January 1827.

JOHN M'GOODWIN.* Ch!

“ Sworn to before me, this 13th January 1827, if
H. B. MONTAGUE, J. B :;f

Hence it appears, that down to the year 1824, J. O. Beauchamp ?dt

had no malice orill will against Col. Sharp; but on the conirary, ,[‘;1
was employed in his business, was seeking to secure his further hm
patronage, spoke of him in the highest terms, and was even proud an

in thinking he resembled him. 2

In addition to this, I have abundant proof, thatif Beauchamp ?}a‘

had been seeking the Jife of Col. Sharp in 1822 and 1823, he had | AL
many opportunities to execute his purpose, as the following state- | |
ments will show: E'

¢ BowriNeeREEN, 14th January 1827. 2

Bear Sir: 4 ]ga
My recollection, aided by the'records of my office, enablesme | D¢

o say, that your brother, the late Col, Solomon P. Sharp; attend- | ;n
ed the Warren Circuait Court, three times after his removal from | do
this place to-Frankfort; namely, February and August terms ]
1629, and the August term 1823; and [ am clearly of the belief, w(
that he did not leave either of those Courts, until they were regu- | f‘!
tarly adjourned, or the business of the terms considered finished.! ; d’t
Yours respectfully, : 1

' JONA. HOBSON. =

I C. Smare, Esq.? : g?

I docertify, that Col. S. P. Sharp attended the Warren Cir- 5

cuit Court in Bowlinggreen, at the February term, in the year }‘i‘
1822, and that Col. Sharp and his wife came down in August | l
1822, some time before the August term of the Circuit Court, and ?
continued here until after the Court, and must have staid three or 1(
four weeks at that time; and that Col. sharp attended the August I
term of the-Court 1823, and went from this to the Butler Court; |
that daring the years 1822 and 1823, J. O. Beauchamp spent most 4
_-2f bis time’at Bowlinggreen, and generally attended the Courts |

“ at this place in those years. Given under my hand, this 14th
* sJanvary ‘1827 ; .
J. B. STERETT.” :
S e O I i AT G B e "3 L
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« We do certify, that the above statement of Doct, J. B. Ster- ‘
ott, is subslantiaily true. Given under our hands, 14th January

1827. :
JOHN S. LUCAS,
W. B. HENDRICKS.”

It hence appears, that during the, years 1822 and 1823, Beau-

_ champ had abundant opportunifies to take the life of Col. Sharp,

if such had been his design. ~ Sg far from it, not only was he at-
tending Court with him, but entertained for him the highest re-
spect, as was evinced by his various declarations.

[t was probably in 1821, that Beauchamp first became acquaint-
ed with Aun Cook. She was then living within a mile of his
father’s.. He had doubtless heard her real character before that
time; and instead of that disinterested fecling of respeet towards
an injured female, which, hie pretends, induced him to seek her
acquaintance, he was probably influenced by another feeling more
natural to profligate yowng men. - It was rumored in1321 ox 2
that they were to be married. But his father, well apprized of
Ann Cook's infamous character, refused his consent. . Kvery
means he could use were employed in vain to overcome his
father’s objections. At length, he was so enraged, thathe threat:
ened with the most dreadful imprecations, the life of him who
gave him egistence, and once loaded his pistols to commit the
horrible crime!  But the old man. was inflexible, At one time,
in his phrenzy to unite himself with this woman, he presented a
loaded pisiol to the breast of the Clerk of Simpson County and
demanded a marriage license on pain of death; but this eifort
was also fruitless. He was compelled to wait. until he was of
age. I bave myself heard him boasting among his companions
at Bowlinggreen, of his attempt to intimidate the Clerk, . He
said he did not intend to shoot the d——d rascal; but wished to
scare him out of 2 license. Nor, as he said, did he intend (o
marry Aon Cook; but that he was only making ber believe be
did.

There is no doubt, that the intercourse hefween them was for
years of the most profligate kind. = At length she persuaded him,
that she was with child by him. He communicated this fact to
a connexionin Bowlinggreen, and asked advice, whether be ought
to marry her or not. He was fold to.do as-he thought proper..
Her ascendency over him seems to have been complete. The. fol
lowing statements show under what impressions: he cntered into
this fatal union. - :

«1 do certify, that some few days before ‘the intermarriage-of
J.0. Beauchamp to Ann Cook, Imet J. O. Beauchamip.on the road
between my hiouse and Franklin, ~After the usual comphments
were passed, be asked me if I wonld be at kome during that week.
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{answered in the affirmative.  He, Beauc‘hamp, stated that he was
then on his way to Franklin to get his license to marry Aan Cook,
and wished me tosolemnize the rites of matrimony between them,
but stated, he should not have been in such a hurry to have
married, but that Ann Cook was in a pregnant state by him,
Beauchamp, and would have a child in a short time, and he wished
to marry her before she was delivered of her child. T wasat that

t{ime an acting justice of the peace for the County ef Simpson,

and was authorized by the County Court of said County, to sol-
emnize the rites of matrimony within said County. And some
few days after meeting said Beauchamp, as before stated, he
called at my house and solicited me to come to- Ann Cock’s and
join them together as before stated, which I did, which will be
more fully expressed by examining my return in the Clerl’s office
of Simpson County. February 10th, 1827, 3
: W. LYNCH.

Capt. Joun F. Lowg, Simpson County.

“] do state, that one or two weeks after J. O. Beauchamp was
married to Ann Cook, I was requested by Beauchamp, to go and
bleed his wife, the said Ann. After we came to his house, he
enquired of me, il there was any danger of bleeding her in the
arm. T asked bim why he made the inquiry? He said, he
expected her in one month to bring hima fine son. 1 replied fo
him, that he was certainly jesting. He said, is it not so, Ann?
She answered it wasso, and she believed Mr. Beauchamp was
proud of it; for he would be telling of it.  Given under my hand,
13th January 1827. Sl

ERG e JoF. LOWE™

Witrmss——-F. ‘C. Smare.

They were married in June 1824. Mrs. Beauchamp never bad
a child by Beauchamp. The whole turned out to be a gross
imposition. It was doubtless the last link of those fetters which
ghe had been twining arcund a giddy, profligate boy for three
years, until she had accomplished the object of her wishes and
made him her hushand.

Mr. Beauchamp was then twenty-one years old; his wife about
thirty-eight. These facts alone would make the union extraor-
dinary; but when it is considered, that she had, fodr years before,
had a bastard child; thatshe was notoriously a loose woman, and
that no man knew it better than Beauchamp; that he had nothing
to gain by marrying her, in character, in business, or even in facil-
itating the gratification of his profligate desires, it seems indeed
astopishing.  She had some property, and it has been supposed
that, dead as he notoriously was, to every sense of propriety,
reputation or virtae, he joined himself to this woman for the
sake of what she had. But this inducement would seem insuf
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ficient, and comsidering all the circumstances of the case, it is one
of the most striking instances of the ascendency which bad women
sometimes gain over the minds of men, which has been recorded
in history. = Though the event proved to him thatshe had prac-
tised upon him the most barefaced imposition, 1n pretending that
she was pregnant, it does not appear that he ever spoke disre-
spectfully of her, or otherwise complained, exeept that he was
somewhal disappointed as to the amount of her property.

In relation to women, he bad not confined himself to Ann Cook,
before marringe. It is said, that many illegitimate children were
charged to him. At the (ime he came to F'rankfort for the pur-
pose, as he pretends, of taking the life of Col. Sharp, as an example
to those who sport with female innocence and ruin heipless or-
phans, he was laboring under a charge of that very crime himself!
To this point I submit the following documents. Eight days
before the marder of Col. Sharp, the following warrant for bas-
tardy was issued against him:

& The Commonwealth of Kentuclky to the Sheriff or any Consiable
of Simpson County, greeling:

Whereas, Rath Reed of said county, single woman, hath made

oath, before me, Fl. B. Monfague, one of the Commonwealth’s
Justices of the Peace for said couanty, that on the 10th day of June,
1824, in the county of Simpson, she, the said Ruth Reed, was deliva
ered of amale bastard child, and hath charged J. O. Beauchamp,
laborer, of having gotten her with' child of the said bastard
child: You are, therefore, commanded immediately to apprehend
the said Beauchamp, and to bring him before me, or some other
Justice of the Peace for said county, then and there to be dealt
with according to the act of Assembly, in that case made and pro-
vided. Given under my hapd, this 29th day of October, 1825.
H. B. MONTAGUE, J. P.
The within named Bgauchangp, not found inmy county.  Nov.
29th, 1825,

THOMAS HAIL, c. s. ¢.”

“ State of Kentucky, Simpson County.

‘The within is a true copy of the original warrant in the case it
purports to be, issued at the request of Ruth Reed, without the
knowledge of Beauchamp, so far as I know; also, the cfficer’s re-
turp thereons - Given under my hand, Japuary 13th, 1827.

H. B. MONTAGUE, J. P.

“J do not believe, that J. O. Beauchamp had any hand or con-
cern in the issuing, or cause of istuing the within warrant; but
on the contrary, 1 believe he knew nothigg of it until’ the next
day after issuing the said warrant, My reason for believing as'I
do,is this: I went to the 5‘qid Beaughamp’s house with the was-
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yant and enquired of Mrs. Beauchamp where Beauchamp
was, and she told me. Then she was very inquisitive to know
what I wanted with him. I told her, nothing of consequence,
She observed, I know what you want; you have a warrant againsf
Mr. Beauchamp, in favor of Ruth Reed, for bastardy, and would
advise you pot to serve that warrant on him. Ee heard of it yes-
terday, and has two pistols and a dirk, and swears he will kill be-
fore he will betaken. Given under my hand, January 15th, 1824,
- S THOMAS HAIL,”
“We do hereby certify, that Ruth Reed came to our house (on
the day of the date of a warrant being issued by lisq. Montague,)
in a private manner, for. the purpose of procuring said warrant
against J. O. Beauchamp’, in a case of seduction and hastardy, and
was qualified in our presence. She being related to us, made free
statements and disclosures to us, and we do believe from the whole
tenor of the transaction, from the beginning of the matier, that
she was not instigated by said Beauchamp to procure said war-
rant; but, on the contrary, believe that he had no knowledge of it
until after the warrant was issoed; and we further state; that
Ruth Reed was a poar orphan girl, lelt without a mother to guide

or counsel her,
EDWARD CORNWELL,
her

SARAH X CORNWELL,

' : - mark.
& Simpson County, Sci. .
"This day, the above-named Edward and Sarah Cornwell came
before me, and made oath that the above certificate contains the
truth, to the best of their knowledge. Given under my hand this
13th day of January, 1827,
: THOMAS M. SMITH, .J. B.”

Beauchamp, in his confession, alleged thathe procured the iis-
sue of this warrant, to conceal, under pretence of escaping from it,
his journey to Frank{ort. This statement is disproved by the Jus-
tice of the Peace, the Constable, the relations of The injured girl,
and especially by the exposure of himseif and'his name at Frank-
fortyand while coming and returning.  Had he sought coueeal
mient, he would oot have shown himselfl to those who knew him,
and much less tell his name to strangers.

. Atthe moment, therefore, when he was seeking the life of Col.
Sharp, under the pretence that he had seduced and slandered an

_ unprotécied, inexperienced orphan girl, of 35 years old! he was

himself exposed to apprehension upder a warrant for seducing a
young and theughtless orpban, whom he bad literally and truly
suined!: This as-the praclice of a man who pretends to feach
morality with his dagger!!
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The true character of this man is further exemplified by the
following statements: :
“T do certify, that Tllisha Moon was confined in the jail at Bow-
linggreen, upon a charge of horse stealing, for which he has since
been convicted Lo undergo a confinement in the penitentiary of this
state for a term of years; that J. O. Beanchamp was employed to
defend said Moon, on said charge.  On Thursday night, before the
Circuit Court in February 1824,1 was near the Jail, being the
keeper thereof, and heard said Beauchamp in secret conversation
“with said Moon, at a late hourof the night. Beauchamp stated to
Moon that he was employed to clear him;, that court was approach-
ing, and it wotld not do for him to stand his trial; that he would
bave him out before Saturday night, After hearingthis conversa-
tion, I ordered him to clear himself, telling him that no honest man
would be there at that hour of the night, conspiring with prison-
ers to let them oat of jail.  With that he sneaked off and said
nothing.  On the next night, I run him from the jail, declaring I
intended to shoot him if he returned. This I made public shortly
after it happened. Given under my hand, 15th January, 1827.
' ' = “JAMES KEEL”:
' “It is always with reluctance that I speak of character; but
being called on by the friends and relations of the late Col. Solo-
mon P'. Sharp, tostate any knowledge I have of his character, and
in reference to the notorious Ann Cook, or late Aun Beauchamp.
So far as [ can say, Col. Sharp’s moral character was good, and
his manners unimpeachable, and unimpeached, until charged by
said Ann Cook, and so far as I can learn, this charge is least be-
lieved where he and Ann Cook were best known. ~ Ann Cook had
been nota little remarkable, years before the alleged seduction a-
gainst Col. Sharp, for great lasciviousness of sentiment and man-
ners, ‘
I amalso requested to state what was the general character of
_J. O. Beauchamp, lately hung for the murder of ‘Col. Sharp, and
likewise what seemed to be the disposition he manifested towards
the Colonel, friendly or unfriendly, while he lived in Franklin.
- Beauchamp’s general character was cértainly one of the worst I
ever knew of his age. And had I been asked whoof all the
world, would be best calculated to plan and execute the horrible
deed of assassination, or any other most despicable act, requiring
cool cunning to design and daring villainy to perpetrate, 1 should
have answered, J. O. Beauchamp. Avarice was a very predomi-
nant trait in his character, and almost all his transactions with
men, were marked with the vilest frauds, Iknew him well, five or
six years, and never'knew. him do an act of any kind which iodi-
. Cated magnanimily of soul or real digpity of sentiment. His
great- depravity of heart always scemed most conspicuons, when-
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ever you formed an estimate of any of his actions. I have more
than once, heard him speak of Col. Sharp, after he made the at
tempt (being under age) to marry Ann Cook, in the highest terms
of respect and commendation.  And I have seen him, when jest:
ingly told be was like the Colonelin person and manners, evidently
display considerable vanity; this, too, several yeais before he did
marry Aon Cook, and after he was acquainled with her and her

whole story of seduction, &c.
: THOMAS M. SMITH.”

‘Statements enough of this ‘man’s wild, lascivious, revengeful,
unprincipled and shameless conduct, niight be procured to make

a volume. He openly made a jest of all virtue. - He sometimes |

made speeches to the people in favor of ‘a bad character, declar-

ing it was much more easy to mainfain‘a bad character than a |

good one. He wasin the constant habit of cheating, slandering
and quarreling with many individuals and often threatened their

lives. He had his guns, pistols, dirks and knives, some of which |

he always' carried about him. Nor was Mrs. Beauchamp -at
all reforimed by her marriage, or even by the awful condition in
which tiérself and husband were placed by the murder of Col
Sharp. Rumor says, that she practised shameless adultery and
prostitation while ber husband was confined in the jail in Frank-
fort, for the murder; aud while slie was on the way to this place
under arrest, charged with being an accomplice in that foul crime,
she made propositions of that sort fo two of the guard! ‘I have
the information from the mouth of one of them, and so direct from
the other, that I cannot doubt its truth. -
Reader, review the characters of these two wretches. A wo-
man of 38, steeped in infidelity, covered with prostitution and
sunk in infamy, unites berself to a desperate young man of 21, as
depraved as herself, but more dangerous because more strong.
‘They have no tie, religious or moral; no interest in the mainte-
nance of a good character which they have forever lost; no in-
ducement ic bind them' to correct conduct and am observance of
the laws, or to restrainthem from any act to which they might be

stimulated by avarice or revenge. Fear, they knew not. That,

instinct which makes life desirable, was the only restraint they
{elt, and hope of impunity was suflicient {o overcome that,. The
world could not furnish two more fit instruments for a desperate
and dreadful enterprize. A consciousness of having wronged Col.

Sharp; mast have made a bad woman, like Mrs. Beauchamp, hate |

him, and it would not be difficult for her to infuse into her bus-
band’s mind a portion of her malicious and desperate feelings.
Yet, itis evideat, that he harbored no resentment against Col.
Sharp as late asthe year 1824. Nor is there the least evidence,
that she ever gave utterance to a revengeful word from 1820, up
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to her marriage. If she had any malice, 1t was concealed in her
own breast. Both of them evinced by their words, that they had
no just ground of hestility against him; and the idea that they
had, is totally inconsistent with all Beauchamp’s conduct. No man
who considers that he was attending Court with Col. Sharp in

1822and 1823; that in the latter year, he was collecting money
for him, which business was not concluded until 1824; that he

urged forward his business for the purpose of gaining his further
patrenage} that he spoke of him in the most exalted terms, and
was even proud of a supposed resemblance; could, during all that
time, have been seeking an opportunity to take his life. Still
less can it be imagined, that a man who had so little honor or

feeling as to marry a woman 17 years older than himself, who, as.

he well knew, had given birth to a bastard child; who had been
the mistress of many individuals and prestituted to any man who
would approach her; whom he himself had kept asa mistress for
some years,and finally married under a belief that she would in
a short time bring him a son, in which he found himself deceiv-
ed, could entertain any deep feeling of resentment towards any
man who might have availed himself of such a woman’s frailties.
That he could bave had any such feelings towards Col. Sharp,
whom circumstances proved, and his wife admitted, to be innocent
of the charge originally made against him, is impossible! There
never was ‘a seduction of Ann Cook by Col. Sharp, nor was he
the father of her child, as I have fully proved; and, therefore, this
seduction, so loudly trumpetted to the world, could not have con-
stituted any motive for his murder.

e D S B

CHAPTER 1V.
Patrick Henry Darby—alias Patrick Darby.

AS the individual whose name is placed at the head of this
chapter, must cut a conspicuous figure in this narrative, I
have endeavored to collect sufficient information to make out a
narrative of his life. In this undertaking, I have been but par-
tially successful; yet I have acquired enough to convey an ade-
quate idea of hischaracter.

Where Mr. Darby was born, is somewhat uncertain. He has
himself said, that he entered the world in some of the western
counties of Pennsylvama; but rumor has fixed on Ireland as the
Place of his birth. Equally obscure are the accounts of his edu-
cation, and his habits and practices in early life. Where he
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focated himself, or whether he had any location at all for map

to ascertains In 1811 he was in the lower part of this Stale, as

is proved bya note there executed by him, on ‘which a judgment
has been lately obtained in the Franklin Circuit Court.  To this

nete ‘was written the name of Patrick Darby. Where, in his
various peregrinations, he picked up the word Henry, and intep
polated it in his name, the records of the country might, perhaps,
if they were searched, afford the means of determining. Itis vy
no means improbable, that his name has been changed more than
once. ' '

dations, a race was made up and he encouraged hisnew friends
to make the most extravagant bets on his horse, and after he had
got them commitied as deeply as possible, made an arrangement
with the opposite party, purposely caused his horse to be beaten;
pocketed his portion of the ill gotten gains, and immediately flel
to Illinois. There, he is said (o have made another race, upal
which he staked ‘all his winnings, and lost; but' by some means
contrived to get the horses out of the possession of the stake-hold:

er, and fled to Kentucky. Were pains taken to procure the|

particulars, I have no doubt an amusing narrative might be madg

out of his adventures on the frontiers, which would probablj|

remunerate the author.

So far as I know, bis first location in this world was at Hopkins
ville, in this State. By his forwardness and insolence, he soon}
made himself hated by every body, and it was not long before he

found it necessary to decamp. He had now become a Lawyer

and passed himself by the name of Patrick Henry Darby, probf

ably to assimilate himself to the great Patrick Henry. Howeven

the people saw no resemblance; he got no business, and no decent}
man would associate with him.  From Hopkinsville he went {8}

Clarksville, in Tennessee. It wasnot long before his true charae
ter was there developed. From this time, I have seme authentic
particulars of his history. In this place,a free negro woman waj
indicted for some petty felony, and Darby undertook her defence

She agreed to serve him one or two years for his fee; but he im}

posed upon her ignorance an indenture of 99 years, and after|
wards run her off himself, or caused it to be done, and had het
sold as a slave for life.  This affair and other acts of baseness
forced him to leave Clarksville, and he took up his residence i

Nashville. © The town of Clarksville was incorporated on land |

which belonged to Col. John Montgomery, and Darby discovered

years after he descended the Ohio river, [ have never been able

that there was an error in the act of incorporation. “Without the|
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It iz said,.that many years ago he was the associate of a gan
-of villains and gamblers in the Arkansas Territory, and left that
country with a race horse, recommended to a similar associationin|
Lowsiana, The story goes, that on the credit of his recommen|
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congent or knowledge of either party, plaintiff or defendant,
fwenty or more years after Montgomery’s death, he revived an old
judgment against him; had the execution levied on the land and
town, and purchased it himself. A Mr. Samuel Vance was then
lying very ill in town; but he caused himself to be carried in his
bed fo the place of sale, direeted the Sheriff to demand the pur-
chase money of Darby, and as he could not produce it, the prop-
erty was again put up, and bought by Vance, who conveyed it to
the different honest proprietors.” After purchasing the property,
Vance told Darby, that if he did uot clear out in one hour, or if
he ever again set his foot in that town, he should be taken over
the river and whipped as long as there was a beech limb in the
botfom.  Knowing that Vance was a man of his word, Darby
retreated in time tosave his baek from merited stripes.

- After Darby had located himself at Nashville, he endeavored
to.cover the deformities of his character with a cloak of religion,
became a zealons Presbyterian and joined the Church under the
pastoral care of the Rev. A. D. Camphbell!  No reformation took
place in his.conduct, and affer playing the:hypocrite a while
before his God and the world; he left the Church to avoid expul-
gion. : : : o :

~ There are a tissue of infameus acts committed by this man in
Tennessee; but Ido not know their precise chronological order.
Lshall, however, particularize several of them, that -the reader
may understand the true character of the man who bas since play- -
ed so conspicuous a part in Kentucky.

Mr. Dacby seems inclined to make himself rieh by land specu-
lations.  ‘To progress in this basiness with the more facility and
tosccare himself against the just demands of credilors, it was
necessary to assume false colours. He, thercfore, procured a
titizen of Kentucky to join him, and they entered into a written
agreement by which all lands and land claims purchased or owned
by him in Tennessee, were to be conveyed to this nonsresident,
of whom he appeared to act as the agent, for their joint benefit;
Darby to have two thirds and the other pasty one third:  Darby
was to prosecute all the suits in the Federal Courts, and the pur-
chiase: money and costs were to be divided between them in pro-
portion to their interest. By this contrivance, Darby was enabled
toescape the demands of his creditors and prosecute his own suits
against citizens of Tennessee, although a citizen himself, in the
Federal Courts. . What was done under this plan to harrass the
people of Tennessee, defraud creditors agd evade (he constitu-
tion and laws of the country, I know not. The agreement was

“executed in 1819, and Darby was security for costs in suits prose-
tuted by him in the Federal Court, after that date, on which occa-

sions he swore that he was worth §50,000. Every man who heard
him, believed this was perjury.  Since I was informed of the facts
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~out, and on his return, Darby handed the papers to him and took

~circumstance which could lead to the belief that it was genuine;|

1 have detailed, I have been curious to know whether this oath
was pot taken to enable him to be security in his own cases brought
in the Federal Court, uuder the agreement 1 have mentioned,
I have little doubt of the fact, but have not had-an opportunity
to ascertain it. : ;

In one of the cases in which he was employed as counsel while
residing in Tennessee, he was suspected of stealing a will, under
such circumstances as left no doubt of the fact on the minds of
those who knew them. Darby called on the Clerk of the Court
where the will was filed among other papers, and requested to
see it. While he was examining the papers, the Clerk stepped

bis leave. On the trial of the suil, the Clerk was required to
bring the will 1nto Court, when, on looking among the papers
with which it was when be gave them to Darby, it was not to be
found, nor was it ever found afterwards. Some expressions used
by Darby when the Clerk was directed to bring the will into
Court, distinctly intimated that he knew it was gone.

In another case he was prosecuted for forging the name of J.
Cryer as his security, after Cryer’s death. In this case he e
caped with his ears; but the evidence was such as to make almost
every one who heard it, believe he was guilty. Four or five|
witnesses, well acquainted with Cryer’s hand writing, concurred|
in opinion, that it was a forgery; it was proved, that the decedent
had said, Darby had applied to him to be security, but that he
would bave nothing to do with him, and that he had cautioned
others against him. Darby could not prove the signature nor any

but whatever might be the belief of the jury, they did ot think
the evidence quite sufficient to deprive a man of his ears.

A man by the name of Outlaw was prosecuted for stealing a
watch, The defence set up by him was, that he had got the|
watch of a young man of good character, the son of a widow|
woman, whose husband had, in some degree, befriended Darby.
On hearing of it, Darby said he would aid in prosecuting the
vile wretch who had so basely slandered the son of his friend.
Accordingly, he agreed to aid Col. William Hadley, the Com:
monwealth’s atlorney, in the prosecution. Darby opened the
case, and stated to the jury, that Outlaw was himself the felon,
and that his charge against the worthy young man was an infa
mous falsehood. When the Court adjourned for dinner, Darby
took the Hon. John Overton aside, and told him, that as he was a
man of age and experience, he wished to ask his advice; that
there was something which lay heavy upon his mind, and he
wished to know how he ought to act. When asked what it was,
hve said that this young man, some time before, had come. to
Nashville and consulted him as a Lawyer, and in that consults
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tion, had confessed to him that he stole the watch for which Out-
law was prosecuted, and he wished to know whether he ought
to disclose that fact, or whether he was bound as a Lawyer to
conceal it. Judge Overton told him he was competent to under-
stand his oaths and obligations, and turned from him with unutter-
able disgust and abhorrence; for he did not believe a word he said.
After dinner, Darby stated to ‘the Court, that something lay
heavy on his mind, and he wished to be sworn as a witness in the
case. He was sworn and testified to what he had told Overton.
Col. Hadley asked him, whether he had ever communicated this
information to any person before? He replied, that he had told it
to three men in Gallatin, sometime before, naming the time, place
and persons. Those' men being then in town, were called in, and
each of them positively swore, that Darby had never told him
any such thing. He then said, he was mistaken; that he had not
made the communication to these men, but had made it to a Mr.
Ball, who was then known to be in Natchez. ~In the meantime, he
had changed sides in the cause, and instead of prosecuting Out-
law, was now earnest in his defence. Outlaw was acquitted;
but has since been hanged for horse stealing. Mr. Ball returned
from Natchez and publicly declared that Darby had never made
any such communication to him as be had sworn. There was
generally no doubt of Darby’s perjury, and it was believed Out-
law had hired bim to commit it.

But whatever might have been the opinions of men in this case,
there was another in which his perjury was as notorious as the
noonday sun. He brought a suit against Stephen Cantrell for a
lot dn Nashville. In two several affidavits written with his own
hand, sworn to and filed in the cause, he stated, that a certain
deed under which the title was derived, had been in his posses-

< siony that it had two assignments upon it; that he had sent it by

anamed person to Pennsylvania, for the purpose of procuring the
maker, wholived there, to execute another deed, to fulfil the pur-
poses of the assignments; that the man by whom it was sent, had
died on the road, but that be expected to recover the deed. By
the time the last affidavit was filed, it was discovered, that this
very deed was laying in one of the public offices at Nashville,
whence it had never been removed. In pursuance of a subpana
duces teeum for that purpose, it was brought into Court, when,
upon inspection, it was seen that there was no assignment upon it,
and never had been! Thaus, it was proved by the deed itself, that

every word Darby had twice sworn concerning it, was entirely

false. It bad never been assigned, had never been in his posses-
gsion, had never been gent to Pennsylvania. There ended his
suit. :

At length, Darby fell into violent quarrels with all the Judges,
both of the Court of Appeals and Federal Court, because their de-
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eisions thwarted him in the expected profits of his speculations
He wrote pamphlets against them of the most violent and abusive
character, charging them with inconsistency, fraud and corrup-
tion, insulted and endeavored to browbeat them. Finally, being
unable to endure his insolence any longer, his name was strack
from the roll of Attorneys, and he was expelled from both Courts,
Stamped with detected hypocrisy, charged with kidnapping, for-
gery, theft, perjury and other infamous crimes,an oufcast to socie-
ty and the detestation of all good men, he floundered awhile in the
flood of public abhorrence which poured in upon him, and then a-
gain delermined to abandon a place and a country where he could
no longer remain.

In an evil day for Kentucky, Mr. Darby determined to make
this State his future residence.  His first intention seems to have
been, tolocate himself at Elizabethtown, and confine himself to
speculation and the practice of the law. But soon his ambition
led him to the capital of the State, where be took up his resi-
dence, I believe, in 1824. At first, he avowed a determination to
avoid ‘all interference m public affairs, and confine himself to his
private business. But such a course is not at alt compatible with
his character. By his peculiar assurance, Mr. Darby soon pushed
himself into the best society. With one exception, there was
probably no person in Frankfort, who knew any thing of this
man’s character, except by vague rumor.  So imposing was his
mananer, that many trusted him. ~ Although he had sworn in Ten-
nessee, that he was worth $50,000, he had left that State an entire
bankrupt and deeply involved. Yet, in Frankfort, he was trusted
by every body, and many have since repented of their confidence.
He even had the address, by pledging certain land claims, to in-
duce some of our rich’ citizens to become his securities ‘to the
Bank of the Commonwealth for' $2,000, and it is said to the
Branch Bank of the United States at Lexington, for a like sum.
Supported thus by men of capital, who seldom hazard any thing,
he was enabled to contract debts with multitudes.

How far individuals may have suffered by the countenance
which rich and prominent men have shown to this outeast of Ten-
nessee, it would take some time to ascertain. I shall detail but
one case, which confirms the character he sustained inthat State,
A gentleman of Cincinnati was in Frankfort, and wished to send
a sum of money to Nashville. He was recommended to Mr. Dar-
by, who was about to visit that place, as a safe hand. He en-
closed in aletter to the Cashier of one of the Nashviile Banks,
$400, and gave it to Mr. Darby, telling him what was in the let-
ter. The money was never received. ~ On inquiry into the mat-
ter, Mr. Darby told the gentleman, that his horse bad throwna
him into Salt River, and wet all his papers; that he found among
thema letter, enclosing a sum of money; that he had forgot who




: gaveit to him as well as to whom it was directed, and both the su-
re perscription and the letter itself were so defaced that he could not
find out; and that in consequence, he had taken the money and

. lieve. The prosecution so resulted, that said negro was only
whipped, branded and ordered o imprisonment. While she was

~ there imprisoned, Darby went to the jail and took her out by force,
intimidating an old and feeble man, the jailer, in the night time,
and left this place with her before daybreak, for Kentucky, Liy-
ingston County, as I believe, and there sold her as a slave, or
swopped her for a negro man slave. 1t was believed by the citi-
zens of this place, that the negro was free, as she had certificates
signed by Benjamin Morgan, of New-Orleans, to that effect, and

, no other person, I believe, has ever set up any claim to her, and

Pg applied it to hisown use! 'The gentleman doubtless thought it g :
k marvellous, that the names of the Cashiers, Presidents, &c. on the by
g0 notes, were not equally defaced; but he contented himself wilh
¥~ requiring that Mr. Darby should replace the money. He sue- B
e~ ceeded in obtaining a part of it, and a note for the balance, paya- EE
e bleinthe U. S. Branch Bank at Lexington, with Robert Wick- J i
2- liffe, Esq. as security. 1 suppose Mr. Wickliffe has paid the mon- 5:F B
id ey for his friend, as there has since been a suit upon the note a-

gainst Darby, I presume, for Wickliffe’s benefit.
e Such is the character of the man, and thus was he supported,
e who has been the chief agent in calumniating the memory of my
‘o murdered brother. Although he was long since completely un-
n veiled, and presented to the people of Frankfort, as Inow present
i= him to the reader, yet hestill finds countenance and support from
0 ¥ men who stand high in society and afiect to respect themselves!
8 But the whole of this will be developed in the further progress of
h this harrative. - : i b 3
d I had hoped, that the termination ofthe suits instituted against
s Mrs. Sharp, myself and others, would have enabled me to sppport
i : this narrative of his character by the depositions of respectable
[CEon . men. But as he chooses to delay those suifs under frivolous pre-
- tences, I am compelled to wait until he.can be forced into a trial,
e or out of court. I, however, affix the following statement from a
d highly respectable merchant in Clarkaville, Tennessee, relative
i to one of the facts to which I have alluded.
1= :
B ¢ A negro girl, who claimed to be free, came up the Cumber-
g land river in a boat, as she said, from New-Orleans. She, some
% days after her arrival at this place, Clarksville, broke in at one of
f my windows in the night and stole several articles and alarmed

my family. I had her prosecuted as a slave, under the laws of
i this State, in a sammary way. P. H. Darby, by some means, got-
g himself into her causeas her counsel, azd to secure to himself his
£ fee, took her indenture for 99 years, as I was informed and be-
L
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Darby defended her on the ground that she was free, and after-
wards made a compromise with the jury and called court to let

“her be whipped; all of which was illegal, as by the law she was

liable to be hung or acquitted, whether a slave orfree. Darby’s
sale was, in either case, illegal and contrary to the laws of this
State, and subjected him to a prosecution. ' Given under my
hand, this 17th of April 1826, :

' HUGH M’CLURE.

a2 - T

CHAPTER Y.

Ineidents which preceded the murder—furious denunciations of Col.
Sharp—threats against his life.

Durine the year 1824, and for several previous years, the State
of Kentucky had been much agitated with the decisions of the
Courts against the constitationality of the relief laws of the coun-
try, and attempts to remove, first a Circuit Judge, and afterwards
the Judges of the Court of Appeals, from oftice. To remove
them by address, the constitotion required two-thirds of both
houses of the General Assembly, and the grand effort was, to
return asufficient number of members to accomplish that end.
In 1822 and 1823, there was a large majority against the Judges;
and im 1824, the majority fell but little short of two-thirds. The
voice of the country seemed thus to be against their decisions;
but they refused to resign, and not a sufficient number could be
returned to remove them by address.

Upon an examination of the manner in which the Court of
Appeals had been brought into existence, aud from time to time
remodelled and regulated, together with the principles avowed
and the precedent set by the republican party in Congress in 1802,
many of those who stood opposed to the Judges, became satisfied,
that the Legislature had power to abolish the Court and establish

- ‘another, ' This ground was therefore taken, and in December

1824, the Legislature passed an act repealing all previous acts
establishing and regulating the Court of Appeals, and organized
another Court. * This measure, after encountering the most vio-
lent opposition, reccived the sanction of both houses by considera-
ble majorities, and was approved by the Governor. The minor-
ity drew up a protest, which was published to the country, de-
nouncing this act in the most violent terms as a violation of the
constitution and a revolution.

Itis not my purpose to enter inte a vindication of the re-organ-
izing act, "It is sufficient for my purpose to say, that Col. Sharp,
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who bad been opposed . to the removal of the Judges by address,
believed thisact constitutional. -Being'Altorney General, it was
his duty, without stopping to enquire into the expediency of the
act, to afford his official aid in carrying it into execution. .

It was the intention of the new Judges to reappoint all the min-
isterial ofticers of the old Court, that as little inconvenience as
possible might be brought upon the country by the change made
in the supreme judicial tribunal. . Col. Richard Taylor, although
ppposed to remaving the Judges in any mode, had been made Ser-
geant of the new Court, and it was determined to. appoint
Achilles Sneed, the Clerk of the old Court, as Clerk of the new
Court. But before the meeting of the new Court, the old Judges
assembled. Mr. Sneed attended them by his deputy, and al-
though they did no business, they claimed to'be the only consti-
tational Judges of the Court of Appeals, and published an addcess
to the people. From these circumstances, the new Judges were
induced to believe, that Mr. Sneed wished.to be appointed Clerk
only for the purpose of keeping the records and papers for the
use of the old Judges, and although he. promised 1n a letter, to
serve them and-them only, if appointed, they hadlost confidence
inhis intentiens, and gave the office to F. P. Blair, Esq.

This appointment had scarcely been made, when it was ascer-
tained that Mr. Sneed would refuse to deliver over to the new
Clerk, the booksand papersof the office. 'The appointment was
made on the 3d of Febroary, 1825; and on that day, an order
was made, on motion of Celonel Sharp, Attorney General, re-
quiring Mr. Sneced to deliver over.the books and papers of the
Clerk’s office, to Mr. Blair. Of this fact, My, Sneed was informe
ed on that evening and refused obedience.  ‘T'he next day he was
served with a copy of the order by the deputy Sergeant, but re-

~ turned no answer. On motion of Colonel Sharp, a summens was

then issued, requiring him {o appear and show cause why he
should not be attached for contempt, in net delivering :over the
books and papers in obedience to the order of the Court. . Mn
Sneed attended and requested time until the next morning tomeet
the proceedings against him. Time was allowed him to answer;
but as he would not agree to abide by the decision of the Court,
Colonel Sharp moved that the Sergeant be directed to go forth-
with, with sufiicient force, take possession of the books and papers,
and deliver them over tothe new Clerk, He found the office lock-
ed, and it became necessary to break open, firsta window and then
the doors. The office was emptied of ils contents, and they were
delivered overto Mr. Blait. ‘The object: of the Court having
been attained, as wassupposed, Colonel Sharp, on the next morn-
ing, moved to discharge Mr. Sneed from further proceedings in
relation to the contempt, and he. was discharged accordingly-
But ina short time, it was discovered thatall the books and papers
: F.
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relative to canses then depending in the Court, had been removs
ed before the oflice was entered, and that among those obtained,
there were none which could enable the new Court to progress

-with business.  Colonel Sharp, on this discovery, promptly moved

the Court for an attachment against Mr. Sneed, returnable n-
stantly.  After examining sundry witnesses and holding some con-
sultation, the Coutt ordered an attachment to issue, returnable
on Monday, that being Satarday, and Colonel Sharp, the Attorney
General, was directed to furnish Mr. Sneed with a list of inters
rogatories, : :

‘The affait had now taken a serious turn, which 1nvolved great
responsibility on the part of Mr. Sneed and his aiders and abettors.
By a law of this State, the purloining of papers from a public of-
fice, is made a felony, punishable by confinement in the peniten:
tiary, If the new Court should be sustained by public opinion,
Mr. Sneed and his associates were liable to prosecution and pun-
ishment under this law. Neither Colonel Sharp, nor the new
Judges, wished to inflict any punishment on Mr. Sneed, or those
who had aided him 1n removing the books and papers; but they
were determined, in the performance of what they conceived fo
‘be their duty, to obtain ths pessession of these documents at every
hazard. .

Colonel Sharp prepared his interrogatories, some of which were
of the ‘most searching kind. He was determined to show Mr.
Sneed and his associates, the dangerous attitude in which they
stood, with the bope of thus inducing them to deliver up the
papers without further trouble. One of the interrogatories drawn
with that view, was as follows: :

“ Who removed said records, writs, process, books and papers, |

or any part or parcel thereof; who was concerned in it; who pro-
cured their orany of their removal; who abetted or counselled jt?”

Previous to the removal of the papers, it had doubtless been de- |
termined that the new Judges should never have possession of |

them, and it is sa1d, this determination was persisted in until late
on Sunday night, aid perhaps until Monday morning. - But the
searching character of the interrogatories; had the desired effect.
After preparing them, Colonel Sharp handed them to Mr. Sneed’s
counsel.  When he read that which required the names of his
counsellors, aiders and abettors, he coloured up and said, “Good
God, Colonel Sharp, what do you mean?’ “J mean to have the

papers,” replied Colonel Sharp.. By the time the Court met on |

Monduy morning, all thought of resisting its authority had been
abandoned, and the lost books and ‘papers had found their way
back into Mr. Sneed’s office.  Of this, the Court was informed by
his answers to the interrogatories, and Colonel Sharp immediately

moved that the Sergeant be ordered to go and take them, The |
order was made dccordingly, and the Sergeant, after being warned |
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off by Mr. Munsell, son-in-law of Mr. Sneed, again broke open

the office and took the balance of the papers. - For his contempt
of the Court, in removing the papers; Mr. Snced was fined ten
poundsand set at liberty. ; :

The inflexible firmness of Colonel Sharp in this affair, brought
down upon him the most bitter denunciations from the active men
of the old Court party. Even while the proceedings in €ourt
were pending, he was spoken of inthe most savage manner, and
after their termination, was threatened with vengeance. The
bitterness felt towards kim, burst out in Mr. Sneed’s answers to
the interrogatories, which/ were evidently prepared by several
different hands.  In hisreply toone of them, he said: *But the
¢ Attorney General seems to possess the inquisiltorial faculty, but it
tis hoped, not the powers-of the Inguisition,” &c. In reply to the
question I have before quoted, he was made to say: « Upon this
‘ interrogatory, the respondentappeals tothe constitution; though,
‘as he believes, most obviously and palpably violated, it is yet the
‘only shield and defence which a man has for life, liberty or prop-
terty; and though an hamble Clerk in better times, has, as at ali
“other times he has had, a sense of right, of justice and of. honor,
‘and shall he be urged to betray his friends, his counsel in a casé,
‘new, hazardous, and one that to him might be ruinous? And
‘apon what allegation of crime? Are they principals or acces-
‘saries in the offence with which he is charged? the offence of
‘disobeying an order to deliver papers which he is botind to pre-
‘serve and safely keep. And for what purpose is this list of names
‘demanded? For legal prosecution, or malicious proseription?
“Not of your honars, but you areinthe exercise of pgwer; there,
‘may be tools, parasites or gentlemen, whose curiosities may see
‘gratification in this, no doubt, very appropriate espionage. Wag
“he disposed to consider as included in the question, all these
* whom he has conversed with upon the subject of his case, and
‘render a catalogue of their names, believe him, your honors
‘ could not read them, without sume feelings of respectful consid-
‘eration. Your honors would find among them men, who think
‘the - constitution yet worth preserving; and whose contempt for
“usurpers, is only equalled by their detestation of practical tyranny,
‘Na, do not press this question, until valid law-is shown o sup-
‘portits till then, it will be no farther answered.”

Colonel Sharp was immediately denoeunced throughout the ranke
of the old Court party as anduquasiter; a ool of the new Judges,
who were called usurpers. Ina publication made shortly after the
events | have detailed, Mr. Speed was made to speak of Colonel
Sharp, as “ a public servant, equally valuable and officious, practise
“ing, it would seem, for a future service. in another ¢nguisition, hy*
¢ proposing questions for him [Mr. Sneed,]to answer, first extorted

"

~ ‘hisreplies, and then fingd him for having broken open his honsea

Apbdat
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‘spcond time.”  Again:=—<But you hear that I was treated with
¢ great lenity ; and that Mr. Attorney General, aman with qualities
*which render himusefilto sucha Court, but wanting ull these which
¢ should belomg to an officer of @ constitutional government, after an-
*ticipating the wishes of their honors, behaved with marked for-
*bearance and politeness towards me, as did all the Court, espe-
‘cially Mr. Chief Justice. So history informs us that Pisistratus,
‘of Athens, afterusurping the sovereign power, was a most gra-
‘eious and condescending tyrant.” Again:—* What freeman
‘can bear to be governed by men without just-aathority? And
¢ yet, such are those who submit to an unconstitutional Court.  If
* knowingly they submit, as Mr. Attorney, they may well be called
¢ slaves; not freemen.??
The Newspapers in the service of that party, throughout the
State, indulged in language still'more violent. A few extracts
- will prove this trath: The “ Harbinger,” published in this place,
by Humphrey Marshall, said on the 20th of Aprili—« The at:
“tempted overthrow of the constitutional Court of Appeals; is
“viewed as a case not less-palpable or atrocious, than the usurpar
*tion-of Ceasar, The important difference is; that Ceesar had an
‘army, and the Revolutionists of Kentucky, have none, vet.” "« 4
“pew system of inferior Courts, opens prospeets to pretenders to
*Judgeships, clerkships and Jawyerships; for the honorable S. P,
‘ Sharp cant represent the Commonwealth every where, which
“may- be the less regretted, as the noble example setin the case
“of Achilles Sneed, may form a precedent for interrogatories, that |
‘need only be copied to guit: the case.” ' “Rome had her Catar “
“dines and - Cesars also; perhaps, Kentucky bas yet awhile only her |
¢ Cataline; but never dida country openly ‘cherish the one, who
¢ was not soon infested with the' other kind.” ' On the 10th of | ‘i
May, the same paper said:—* To violate the constitution, as the
“act of the last session which got up the new Court of Appeals |
* does, is little less than TREASON. It has effected, so fupd e
‘REVOLUTION ; and may be attended with the worst conse- | it
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- “quences of treason, even CIVIL WAR.” 1na Maysville papery L 5
the following language was held =« To effect this, they declared £

£ Mr. Sneed to have been guilty of contempt of Court; and their
‘archinquisitor and Attorney General, Solomon P. Sharp, propos- b
‘ed sixteen qucstions in writing, to which they commanded Sneed | i
‘to answer on oath! These questions were propounded by the it
*#édttorney General, Sharp. . But; my countrymen, he should not *| *
* be the object of your resentment. He is the ministerial officer, G
* the miserable creature of the Court, and mere hangman of the ap
“Judges. Youmight as well be indignant at the wretch, who G
' executed the unfortunate Sidney, and not at the Judges who th
* condemned him, as at this catspaw of the Court. Give him then, di
*your charitable contempt—he does not merit your serious |, he

sdispleasnure.”
shcarg
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In another pamphlet; of which Mr. Sneed was madé to appear
as the author, the following language was held—In what cid
“ the replication to my pleading consist? Notin matters 6f avoid-.
“ance founded insound argument, or. reason and common sense;
¢ but, in the hand of power, which, after directing me to be in-
*sulted with sixteen questions; degrading even to the pitifal At-
“torney General who drew them, §am fined ten pounds.”

In the Commentator, there appeared a series of numbers; which
were afterwards re-published in pamphlets, which were signed,
the ¢ Spurit of *76. - A more false and vindictive production, never
issued from the brain of -Marat or Robespiere. It was a series of
moralmurders from beginning to end, and the charactersof the most
worthy men were the most inhumanly mangled. - The following is
an extractrelating to Colonel Sharp:—« This last conjectire can-
“not be true; for thisnguisitorial Attorney Gerieral, cantot employ
 the English language with safficient accuraey to be the father of
“thie production.  Itis well known, that this Proteus was longen-
‘listed on the sideof the question opposite tothat henowadvocates;
‘and it can be proved, that withina few evenings of the adjonrn-,
‘ment of the Legislature, last avinter, after they had adopted their
‘revolutionizing projects, he abused them, and accused them almost

- ‘ofcorruption, But after their adjournment, contemplating the

“new order of things then arising, and supposing as Rowan was
‘ promoted, that he might become the Magnas Appolle of the fac-
“tion, -with that venality and versatility for which he has always

~ “been remarkable, ke cut @ summerset with his brother, the Doc-

“tor; on his shoulders, fearing he might break his neck in the fall,
‘and-became the «ddvocate of revolution; thus degrading the

* State he represents, and prostituting the office which he fills, by
‘appeaving for the Commonwealth before this band ‘of usurpers;
“ We might notice, in this place, the enviable system of morality,
*hoth public and private, for which he became fumous, before ‘he
“left the south of Green River; but youshall not be thus detaip-
“ed, and we will leave him (o the affliction of that contempt, into
‘ which he will soon sink, when the enemies of your constitution
fare put down.” T 3 :

As this production was never infended to be true, it can hardly be
necessary for me to say, that'my brother freely gave bis opinion
in favor of the constitutionality of the re-organizing act before
it passed, and in that opinion, I fully coucurred. ,

These are but a few of the denunciations published against
Calonel Sharp, before he became a candidate for the Legislature,
and those that were utleréd by some “of the partizans of the old
Court, were still more bitter and vindictive. - Early inthe season,
the friends of the new Court had solicited him to become a can-
didate for the House of Representatives in Franklin county. - He
had ng wish to engage in the turmoils of our State polities, and
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firmly declined their most pressing solicitations. It was his wish
tobe left in the quiet exercise of his official duties and the prae-
tice of his profession. But the progress of events changed his
determination. The malice and industry with which himselfand
every other prominent man of the new Court party, were every
where denounced, led him to the conviction, that his own ruin,
with that of many others, as well moral as political and profes-
sional, had been resolved on, and that there was no safety but in
stepping forward and boldly. encountering the storm. Alas! he
knew not that he was even then, doomed to a speedy death!
Having made up his mind to become a candidate, he was an-
nounced in the Argus of Weslern America, on the 29th June,
1825. His friends and himself had lsng before that time been in-
formed, that the materials had been collected, and that he would
be publicly assailed with the old story of seducing Aunn Cock, 1f
he became a candidate. Uniformly, he declared his innocence of
the charge, and said the knowledge that such an attack was in-
tended, would rather stimulate him to offer. than to forbear; be-

. cause he should then have an opportunity of exhibiting to the

world that ample vindication which was in his power. The
threatened attack was not made; but the bitterness of denuncia-
tion rather increased than diminished. Already hated with the
deepest malignity by political partisans, he was now likely to at
tain a station in which he was also to be feared. i
Patrick Darby, though by his own confession not then a veter
in this State, was thrust forward, or thrust himself forward, to
make speeches against him o the stump throughout the county.

At a public meeting in Frankfort, he openly charged Colonel

Sharp with privately advising the Judges of the Federal Courtto

. the adoption of their celebrated Rules, which he was then pub-

licly opposing. This, my brother denied, and- I now have the
letter of Judge Trimble, declaring 1its entire falschood.
Humphrey Marshall, in his Harbinger, of the 18th July, also
charged Colonel Sharp with falsehood and hypocrisy, in an ad-
dress commencing thus: Being present in the Church- to day,

- “when you addressed the audience, had [ not known you,although

“I'should have seen that you were a pretender in politics, and a
“misleader of the people, [ might have thought you sincere; for I
“know that a man may be both ignorant and honest.” In his next
paper, he had an article headed * SOLOMON P. SHARP,”
from which the following passages are extracted:—* The avowed
‘and open enemy of the relief system, while he was disinterested;
¢ an opposer of Judge-breaking, before they were broken; a prof-
¢ lignte in morals and a weather-cock in politics; a follower of
¢ majorities and a sycophant of power; now that the relief eys-
“tem is consummated by expeliing three intelligent and honest

¢ Judges, and putting in four, who are a contrast to them; being |
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vthe majorily’s Judges, or, as Kendall, scandalizing the people, sayé;-

*the people’s Judges; why, now, this same Solomon I’. Sharp
‘will support the four Judges. 1 protest against this attempt to

“impose Solomon P. Sharp on them as a man fit to be elected by
“an honest communty. Mr. Amos, well knowing the vulnera-
“bility of his protege, says, he expects him to be assailed; and
“thathe understands, that the materials have been laid up for the
‘purpose long since.  Yes, Amos undoubtedly recollects docu-
¢ ments which werein print prior to Mr. Sharp’s being appointed
“Attorney for the Commonwealth, and which alleged several
*heavy charges against him, without being able to recollect that
‘they were refuted; while the sagacity of expecting these charg-
‘es may be renewed, and made known to the people of Frank-
“lin,is notdenied to Mr. Kendall. But while I object to Mr.
‘Sharp, as a Representaive for Franklid, I shall not trouble my-
‘self to retrace his private character, nor to establish upon him
‘the charge that was made, that while formerly a member of the
“ Legislature, ke was a pariner in a fraudualent appropriation of land
‘on the Mississippi; there is enough notorious in his conduct

“here, and of a recent date, to render him utterly unfit to repre--

“sent intelligent men or virtuous citizens. Turn-coats, vanes and
“unprincipled demagogues, have been the curse and scourge of
‘ Kentucky. What more is required, to know and to understand
“the mind, spirit and principle of this Solomon P. Sharp, than to
‘ have ascertained, that he was the Attorney General of the Com-
‘monwealth, and made himself the ready tool of usurpers; lent
“himself fo their violence and oppression in the case of the Clerk
‘of the Court, instead of delivering a manly remonstrance against
‘the proceedings. He betrayed the side of the constitution, and
*in doing that, deserted the true interests of the people.” ‘
Notwithstanding all this abuse and a variety of charges printed

-and spoken, always excepting that of having seduced Ann Cook,

which was sometimes hinted at, Colonel Sharp, at the -ensuing
election, received 900 votes out of about 1600 given in the coun-
ty of Franklin, beating his very popular competitor, John J. Crit-
tenden, 69 votes. ' ; :

Even after the election, Colonel Sharp was not suffered to rest
without fresh attacks upon his motives and his character. The
following is language held towards him by Humphrey Marshall,

inhis next paper after the election: “Was Mr. Sharp too ignorant-

‘ to understand the constitation, and yet possessed of the requisite
“sense and common candor, called now by his new situation to re-

‘flect on his duties,some hope that he would yet be right, might

‘be reasonably entertained. But:if there be a Caialine in this
*conspiracy against the constitution, or if the triumvirale of

‘ Rowan, Bibb and Barry, are combined by means of the same

“kind of clandestine agents, with which our own Siate Court has
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¢ been revolationized; to ve-organize the Supreme Court of the ;
¢ United States, in Mr, Sharp’s conduct may be found evidence of ‘
“his coalition, He,. therefore, justly merits the suspicion of A
‘every friend to constitulional government, whether of the State, 5
“or of the United States.” o ;

Some time afler the election, Mr. Marshall sold his printing of ] p
fice to Patrick Darby,and the name of his paper was changed | = j
from the Harbinger, to the Constitutional Advocate. In ils zeal %
and bitterness, it underwent no change; but it became much womse | 4
in its tone and temper.  Notwithstanding the old Court had se- :
cured a considerable majority in the House of Representatives, d
the leading men of the opposite party were still denounced with tr
a ferocity, which seemed unwilling to be satisfied with any  thing s
short of their exterminalion, In his paper of October 19th, 1825 i
Darby, in an article relative to. Mr. Crittenden, has the following el
passage:— O, John! John! thou incorrigible heretic! How a
¢ long wilt thou resist the divine spirit of relief, and the prayers a
‘ of these holy fathers?. Turn! oh, turn! thou perverse sinner, |
“and hehold the tears of such saints as Joseph Desha! John Rows <
‘an! George M. Bibb and William T, Barry! pouring them: | p
‘ selves out for their transgressions! Why wilt thou not look to T
¢ the humble spirit of thy brother Solomon, and follow his exam- o
‘ple? For many years, ke, too, resisted the workings of the spirit o

“* of reliefand denied the prayers of these pious fathers and the ki
‘ creed of their holy see! Look at him mnow! ¢Caught up? by te
¢ the spirit of the times and the apparent general change of opio- a
*ion, and listening to the prayers and the promises of these holy o
¢ fathers, he bowed himself an humble penitent, and received the § .
¢ forgiveness and the benedictions of the holy see,” &c. In his w
paper of the 26th October, he thus concludes an article:—*The | e
¢ friends of the Constitution do not feara war. We have under- ti:
‘ stood before, that the Governor was under arms!!!! They arc vi
‘ innocent, however, as he carries them in his breeches. Should vi
* he take it into hishead to use them, to force another depart-f  §|
- “ment, he might want Judges without the power of making them. |
¢ We presume, the Governor feels, that he has difficulties enough de
“of that kind, on his hands already. Murderand rapine! politi- § |
‘ cal discord and civil war, are the popular themes, hewever, of |
“ those who support his administration. © This.may be a just pun- |
_ ‘ishment which the people have to suffer, for elevating men to f  m
¢ power, who seek their confidence by sowing the seeds of discord, §  w
‘ and prostituting principles before held sacred.” In his paperof § g
2d of November, he says:—* Give these men their sweep, and § ge
‘ whatsort of a state would they have? With falsehood and.cals | ip
‘ umny for their system of education and instruciion, degraded dy
‘ with ignorance and corrupted withvice, they ‘would present a fa
‘ picture of horror, copfusion and disorder, that would frighten a 2 hy
Ao e e SP~ o SRR s T R b
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”“’1 tfiend! They would Be Like the man who miade a false face, and
vol “ looking in the glass, was frightened at his own appearance.”
of And four days aflerwards, one of * these men” was murdered in his'
ate, own. house! :

‘ } Having now detuiled a few of the denunciations which were
of- | publicly promulgated against Colonel Sharp, both individually and
jed | 4y conjunction with his party, I shall now attempt to develop
eal 1 what were the means by which Beauchamp was exasperated to
88 | the commission of his murder: »
se As to any threats utlered by him previous to the year 1825, 1
it do fidt take them asany proof of malice especially when cor-
ith trasted with his language and conduct which I have already de- -
1ng tailed. That he made threats, I havenp doubt; and that he
20, threatened a hundred men with equal appearances of sincerity, is
g ¥ equally certain.  He was in the constant habit, when conversing
ow about other persons, of uttering the same violent denunciatfons
Eers against them, apparently without motive or design.

'€l £ Beauchamp was himself, a violent old Court partisan, and was
L doubtless, bighly stimulated by the denunciations contained in the
1 papers of his party, especially against Colonel Sharp, who was

to looked wpon as an apostate from their cause, and was equally dan- -
ime

W | gerous fo them on account of his great acquirements, acknow!-
it edged talents and extensive business; The moment he was spo-

the ken of as a candidate; every means was put in requisition to.de-
by ter him from that step, and crush him if he dared to take it. To
Ha- a gentleman in this town, John U. Waring stated, that he receiv-
oly ed from this place fourteen letters, requesting copies of his publi-
the £ cation against Colonel Sharp: A correspondence was also opened
bis | ith other persons, with the same object. Beauchamp, himself,
‘be received several letters from Frankfort, which were known, at the
€= §  time,to have exasperated him to the highest degree. He wasalso
e visited at his own house, it 15 believed, by more than one indi-
ad | vidual, who held conversations with him, in relation to Colonel
irée Sharp.  As this intercourse between individuals of the old Court
‘M- | party at Frankfort and Beauchamp, has been stoatly denied, I
igh deem it my duty to give to the puablic the evidence on which
iti- I have made the assertion. : :
of £ *  In the first place, Beauchamp himself asserted, at aJl times and
an- £ under all circumstagces, after he first made confession of the
to & murder, that he had, af that time, received letters from Frankfort,
rd; §  ‘which had exasperated him against Colonel Sharp. In his first
r.obd confession, I understand, he stated that it was those letters, {o-
md & gether with the circumstances detailed to him in an interview or
sl Interviews with certain individuals at his own house, which 1n-
led duced him to commit the crime. = After he had recanted that con-
ca fession and acquitted Darby, he still persisted in declaring  that
na & he had received a letter or letters from Frankfort, which bad in-
' : G. e
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ereased his exasperation against Colonel Sharp. In his cdfee: 3
sion, as finally published, he says: h
¢ Some littie time before the election, I received a letter from a i
¢ gentleman, who at the time, lived in the whele world, informing i
“me of the reports and insinuations which Colonel Sharp and |} f
* his family had circulated, that the child of my wife was a mu- [
¢ latto. I say, this gentléman lived in the whole world. 1 will net T
¢ give any more definite description of him,lest, peradventure, I h
¢ might minister te the cravings of Desha and his satellites, for . 3t
¢ some pretextof detraction from the merit which their envy batess a
“He was not, as they would fain insinuate, influenced by political
‘jealousy or personal envy, to write this letter.. For he was as
“ *much superior to Colonel Sharp; or any other of Desha’s satel-
¢ lites, or Desha himself, as his principles were more pure or his
¢ mind more honorable than theirs. His lgtter was written in a
¢ spirit of pure, honorable and disinterested justice; because ae B
* thought it right I should know of this vile conduct of Colonel at
#Sharp and his family, and sef them right. Neither will I give any. hi
¢ thine of his letter more, than just that it gave me the information e
¢abont the report of the negro child, lest Desha’s apes should pre- er
" “tend to found thereon, some basis for their random guesses: for the sh
‘author, It is sufficient to say, he was a man, on whose word I mi
‘ would, and %ave resigned my life. And he wrote me, that the co
“Sharps had set afloat insinuations that the child of Miss Cook U
¢ was a mulatto, in order to do away the charge against the Colo- i
“nel, for seduction.” : - de
In saying that he %ad resigned his life upon the word of this be
man, he admits that he committed the murder in consequence of | ba
the letter, nowithstanding his pretence that be had determined on hu
it in 1821, which the reader already knows to be false. It seems th
also, that the letter-writer infended to provoke Beauchamp to'some ret
violent course; for he not only thought it right, that he should cel
know of the conduct of Celonel Sharp and family, but that he | er
should also ¢sez them right”  On his way to the gallows, he re= | ag
. peated to Mr. M’Intosh, the jailer, that he had received sucha | Co
letter or letters from Frankfort.. Though I would take no states | vio
ment of his to be true because he said so, yet his persisting in this to
wnder all circumstances, makes it probable.  But that he hadsuch | tha
letters, I have the most direct and positive proof. The following san
statements, are from neighbors of Beauchamp, who were often at my
his house: ' ‘the
) S she
“ I was at Jerry O. Beauchamp’s, the evening after he returned hee
from Frankfort'and committed the murder of Colonel Solomon P. | hac
Sharp.  Some time after dark, Ann Beauchamp, wife of Jerobo- tiol
am Q. Beauchamp, took down a little bag of dried fruit, ripped by
open one corner of it and took out a hundle of rags which appear |
o O PR e e e e
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ed tobe careflally wrapped up and fastened. On unroHing them,
& she took out a letter and handed it to her husband, and asked
him if it ought not-to be burned. He opened and read it, and
a then put it in the fire and burnt it. Iafterwards heard that there
g had been otber letters secreted, which Beauchamp had received
id §  from Frankfort, that bad induced him (o commit the murder, and
us that on Mrs. Beauchamp’s being taken by the officer, she left di-
ot rections with her negro woman to burn them; since which time, 1
51 have seen the negro, and she tells me, her mistress did give her
or . such directions, and she did, as soon as her mistress was taken
351- away, get themout and burn them. 18th August, 1826.
P2 .
GLE MARY PRESCOTT.
al- Witness—Ricnsrp Horvniwav. A
bit
a “ Some days before the trial and conviction of Jeroboam O.
ae Beauchamp, for the muarder of Colonel Solomon P. Sharp, I was
el at his house, in conversation with his wife, Ann Beauchamp, about
ny. his probable conviction. She appeared to express great uneasi
on hess about his situation, and observed, that if I could keep a se-
re- cret, she could tell me something,  On my assuring her I could,
he she said, that her husband was not the only person who ought to be
11 made to suffer for that crime; that her husband was induced to
he commit the murder from letters which he had received from
ok Frankfort, informing him of the statements Colonel Sharp was
lo- makivg with regard to her, and that if he was hung for it, others
deserved hanging as much as himj and that Patrick H. Darby had
1is. been at their house one day and night lacked up with ber hus-
of band in his office, and that he had been to see her once, since her
on hueband had been taken to Jjail; that he and others, had written
ns those letters, exciting them to the commission of the crime. I
ne recolleet her mentioning the names of — , but cannot say with
Id certainty, whether she said they had written the letters, or wheth-
he | er they had been at their house for the. ourpose of exciting them
¢« | against Colonel Sharp; and that if her husband had not killed
a3 Colonel Sharp, others were to have done it. A short time pre-.
te- vious to her being taken by the officer to Frankfort, I saw her go
18 lo a bed and rip open one cornerof it, and take out some letters
ch |. that had beensecreted there, and burn them. She said, at the
ng fame (ime, these are some of the letters which was. received, by
at my husband, that induced him to kill Colonel Sharp. She.fars
‘ther observed, that Colonel Sharp had never injured her, and:ithat
she never felt any unfriendly feelings towards him, except what had:
ed been made by the receipt of those letters; but that Doctor Sharp.
P. 1 had spoken ill of her, and against him, she showed greal irrita-
10~ tion. ~ Early in the morning, after Mrs. Beauchamp was laken .
ed by the officer. I saw her negro woman go to the same hed where
e | : 2 :
b
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hér mistresshad a few days before taken some letters;, and took k4
out some more letters, which she burnt, and said her mistress got }e
an opportunity of speaking to her whilein custody of the officery iy

and directed her to do so. : :
: . her : st

MARTHA X DOWELL: |}
: TR mark, '

Attest—W. Lyncu. €
¢ Simpson County, Sct.

This day, Martha Dowell personally came before me, a Justice n
‘of the Peace for Simpson county, and made oath, that the forego: fi
ing certificate contains a true statement of facts. Given under B
my hand and seal, this 17th of August, 1826.

W. HODGE, s r. 5. C. vi

Taken in conjunction with Beauchamp’s own uniform declara: | :;
tions, this evidence must be conclusive. As nearly as I can learn, v
these statements correspond precisely with his first confession, and %
they certainly do with the representation made of it at the time i
by his uncle. The fact that these statements were given after he | P;
had recanted that copfession in part, and exonerated the indi- S
vidual at first by name implicated, when the persons giving them | ‘
well knew of his recantation, is evidence that the first confession §
was in that respect true, 5

The following statement will show, that before Beauchamp’s - th
trial, his father was apprized of the exislence of these letters: sk

_ « Fraxkniv, April 22d,1826. | sk
Dear Sir: ane s e o
You request me in your letter, to give you a statement of a af
conversation which I had with Thomas Beauchamp, Esq. during 4
last winter, relative to the murder of Colonel Sharp, and the per-:
son most likely to have committed it, when on my way {rom e
Frankfort. During that trip, 1 had several conversations with the bt
said gentleman on thissubject and relative to the prosecution di
against his son, Jeroboam O, Beauchamp; in which I umformly | @
intimated to Mr. Beauchamp, that from all the circumstan: }. €\
ces, 1 inclined to think -his son guilty. In one conversa: M
tion which I had with him, he was expressing a belief that 1n
the murder was committted by some “minion, or tool of the | N
old Court party.” 1T told him I had apprehended myself that }  Ht
his murder had been brought about for political purposes; but’ th
that I did not doubt but that his son bad committed the act, or pe
words to that amount. He said, if his son was guilty, he had ce
been indaced to it by some one in Frankfort, as he knew of no en- ob
mity between him and Colonel Sharp, and that he had been re- :“;

geiving letters from Frankfort, or Franklin county, [ am get ces
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{din which, nor am 1 certain whe.ther he named one, two, or thrae

Jetters. I am not certain whether this conversation took place be-

tweeen Perryville and Lebanon, or the morning we crossed Big.

Barren River, or between that and Robert Hendricks’, where we
staid all night. e '
. Yam, with great respect, &c. your friend,

, : THOMAS M. SMITH.
Carr, K. StEVENSON.

His own uniform declarations, the direct testimony of his
neighbors, and the knowledge of his own father, are surely suf-

ficient to settle the point, that he did receive letters  from

Frankfart,

- But ane of these statements tends to proveanother material fact,
viz. that Mr. Darby had been at the house of Beauchamp, both
before jand after the murder. This fact, as to the first visit, was
also asserted by Beauchamp and his wife in jail, recanted and
reasserted. The following extract from a statement of the jailer,
will show, that they persisted in (his charge against Darby, affer
the confession, exonerating him, was written; and when they sup-
posed themselves on the very brink of eternity, Mss. Beauchamp
was even desirous to confirm it by her oath:

“ Mrs. Beauchamp persisted in declaring that Darby had been
at their house; this declaration she made even on the evening on
which they took the laudanum, and that the Governor refused
the respite, and requested that Colonel Beauchamp, his uncle,
thould then take her deposition ¢o prove that fact, contending that
she intended to die with her husband, and that it was important
for him to prove that hy her oath; and that Beauchamp, the day
after they had taken the laudanum, stated to me at two different
times, that Darby was guilty of a participation in the murder.”

That Darby had been at Beauchamp’s house before the mur-

_der, is made certain by his own confession. After Beauchamp was

brought back to E'rankfort, in a conversation with Benjamin Har-
din, Esq. who had agreed to aid in the prosecution, F. C. Sharp
and myself expressed fears that we could not procure sufficient
evidence at the examining Caurt, to commit him for further trial,
Mr. Hardin said, we need not be uneasy; for there was a lawyer

in Frankfort, who had heard him make threats, and if it was

hecessary, he would be called forward.  On pressing him, he told
us it was Patrick Darby. My brother expressed his doubts of
the truth of the story, and to satisfy our minds, Mr, Hardin re-
Peated to us adescription of Mrs. Beauchamp, which he had re-
ceived from Darby. Mr. Hardin had never seen Mus.. Beaa-
champ, but I was well acquainted with her, and at once pro-
tounced that the description fitted. We had then no doubt, that
Mr. Darby told the trath in that particular, and I have none now.
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To satisfy my own mind perfectly, I went in pursait of Mr. Darby,
and meeting him on the street, I told him what I bad learnt from
Mr. Hardin, and requested him to detail the facts to me. He | fak
seemed startled ; said that what he had told Mr. Hardin, was con. be«
fidential; that he did not wish to be called onas a witness, and de- Bo
clined a communication to me, On my urging him to tell me all
he knew, he finally proposed, that if T would call at his room’ the -
next day, he would doso, I called accordingly, and Mr, Darby De
detailed the story as 1 had heard it through Mr. Hardin, except
that he said he did not recollect certainly, when or where the thil
conversation between him and Beauchamp took place. Howeyv- | pos
er, I had no doubt that Mr. Darby had been at Beauchamp’s hay
house; and I have since, 1 think, comprehended the cause of his hoy
forgetting it, which will be noticed in due time. The fact is now isa
confirmed by Beauchamp’s own statements and those of his wife, | tha
made in purt, at times when they could have no motive to speak | pre
falsely on the subject. : ‘ be |
- as

‘From this evidence, I think [ am justified in the assertion, that de',z
Beauchamp not only received letters from Colonel Sharp’s politi= | Jan
cal enemies at Frankfort, but that Mr. Darby, if not other indis | e
viduals, actually visited his house, That the objectof these | gee
letters or visits was to procure Beauchamp to murder my brother, [ wh(
I will not assert, for1 do not know; but that they produced that f g4
dreadful result, I do firmly believe. notk

Colonel Sharp, as already stated, was announced as a candidate Gra
in the Argus, on the 29thJune, 1825. The annunciation was f was
accompanied by the following editorial remarks: - § ther

una

¢ Already we are informed, that Mr. Sharp is to be most relent- bt
¢ Jessly assailed, both in his public and private character, and even § andl
¢ that the weapons have been secretly preparing for months. Itis § o
« well. It cannot be expected, that a party which has assailed f .
¢even Mr. Barry, with a rancor and falsehood, which only Devils thg;
- ¢can excel, will spare Mr. Sharp, or any othér man who thrusts i

¢ himself athwart the path of their ambition.” i
9

The *weapons’ here alluded to, were papers relative to the al- lect:
Jeged seduction of Ann Cook, and other charges of misconduct to st
in the Green River country, which my brother’s political ene- il}?w
e

mies had long said were ready for him, if he came out as a candi- :
date. Many of his friends who were desirous for him to offer, had | claiy
become alarmed at the confident manner in which it was asserted | £aIn
he would be crushed with this story of seduction, and had con- lwe
versed with him on the subject. Uniformly he had stated that he tobe
was innocent, and could prove it, and that those threats would tlem
rather induce him fo offer than otherwise, as it would afford him | ¥ou

a0 opportunity to do go. ‘ | Cou
? try |




b ; : .
DZ{ - While these weapons were preparing, Beauchamp had already
He | taken the dreadful resolution. A few days after Colonel Sharp

ome became a candidate he received the following letter, postimarked,
de- Bowlinggreen, July 1st,

all

‘he i Arreny County, June 27, 1825,

by Dear Sir: ) . e

:pt I wrote yotr'during the last days ultimo, and have been some-
the | thing surprized at not having received: your answer; but sy
£V~ pose you have either not received my letter, or most probably,

p’s | have been too much engaged as yet, to give it attention, 1 beg,
his however, you will give the earliest possible attention to this, as it
ow is a malter to me of the greatest importance; not knowing but
fe, | that, (if it bas not already,) a claim, which is the subject of the
ak | present, as well as my tormer letter, may, I know not how soon,
be barred by the strictiess of your Kentucky land law, especially
s your legislature appears particularly inimical to us “non resi-
13k | dents.” My grandfather had a military claim for 5,000 acres of
iti- | Jand in what is now Allen county.  Myself and one sister are now
dis | heirs toit. My grandfather in his lifetime was in this country to
1se see aboutit; and, as I have learned, Grundy, npw of Tennessee,
€f; | who then lived in Kentucky, pronounced the claim indisputably
1ab | good; and-undertook to gain the land for one fifth, or else have
nothing. The old gentleman returned to Virginia and died, and
ite | Grundy left the State; so that nothing was done in the matter. It -
ras | Wassupposed the papers had been left with Grandy, as some of
. them were never seen after my grandfather’s death; but Grundy is
unable to find them, or to tell whether they were left with him or

nt- not. My father was abroad on business, a good part of his time,
€ 1 and while at home, so much engaged, that he still neglected: the
e matter, and finally died in the West-Indies, without having done
f‘d any thing in it, while, too, I was a small boy; since which time,
:tl: those who have had the management of our estate, have been so

much deterred by the terror of the intricacies of Kentucky land
law,and its rigor towards non-residents, that they also have neg-
al- | lected the claim. In May last, I arrove in this country, inorder
ict | tosearch uptheclaim; and I bave been advised by every body I
1e- | have talked with here, to put the business into your hands. From
di- | the information I have gained, 1 am resolved to prosecute the
ad | clim to the utmost, and spare no expense which will be likely to

ed | gainit, as it will, if gained, be an object; the land being gaod.
n- | lwent to last May Court at Bowlinggreen, as I was told you were
he | tobethere; asyou were not, T wrote you from thence, by a gen-
1d | Heman going right through Frankfort, who said he knew you, and
m | Would give you the letter himself; a Mr.. Jones. I was told at

- | Court, your business would certainly call you down into this coun-
iy soon, at least at August Circnit Court, if not sooner.  If sou!




wish you to wrile me as soon as you receive this; at what tilme | c¢ha
you will be down through this country. 1 would probably bave | duc
been in Frankfort, before now; but it you will be in this country | bea
this summer, 1 would prefer it; because I am extremely anxious to &
get some of the most important witnesses to go and let you talk | suc
to them yourself, satisfactorily; ahd gain from them fully, what | sho
can be proven by them on every necessary point of evidence it | rep
may be necessary to produce. On tdlking with you; and you | nex
with the witnesses, if you had as soon, 1 will give you any reasona- | mat
ble interest in the claim, short of ene half; or, if you prefer it; | ven
comipensate you in money; and as we are strangers, I shall not | him
think it unreasonable to advance to you so much as will pay you 1]
well for your trouble; at all events; and make yon satisfied as to | exel
any conditional fee we may further agree upon, or afiy you may alre
demand, in the event of your gaining the suit. In the meantime;} ami

1 remain your most obedient; humble servant, . be u
; ZEBULON X. YANTIS. Col¢
Coroxen Soromon P. SHary, Z Jun
Attorney at Laws _ : ‘ B

: vidu

P. S. Please to direct your letter to Franklin, Simpson coun:} kill
ty, Kentucky, as 1 may leave this before it arrives. and inf ture
that event, I have an acquaintance in Franklin, on whom I can de:| earl)
pend, to give it d speedy conveyance to whatever place I mayf date
leave these counties fors ' Hiad ‘1 vent
: Z, X. Y. | versy
= : ‘ . taint

After his conviction, Beauchamp described this letter to thef O
jailer, and upon that description Ifound it among my brothers| Shar
papers, endorsed, ¢ Answered 8th August, 1825 Peauchampf &t th
said, and no doubt truly, that he had forged this letter to Colonel| Beau
Sharp, for the purpose of ascertaining certainly, when he would| ftue,
viait the. Green River country, with the intention of murdering Shar
him (here. - even

o . It will be perceived that this letter is dated 27th of June; and that -
consequently, while infuriated partisans at Frankfort, wert} more
threatening to crush Colonel Sharp with the charge of seducing| Beay
Ann Cook, her husband had determined to fake his life. : cuha

But the attack which had been so loudly threatened at Fraok} fan
fort, wasnever made. Except a few dark allusions, the wholéf :Bu
story of this much talked of seduction, was permitted to slumber bou
To myself, and the friends of Colonel Sharp, this forbearanct befor
then appeared extraordinary. As no means however base, and hear
no charges however false, were spared, when by their- use, anj abuse
prominent man of the new Court party could be made to suffer J‘“"J’_-
it was a matter of astonishment, that Waring’s handbill was po| 71
re-published, garnished withall the additional ornaments of false| Vide

o
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charges which the implacable animosily of the times could pro-
duce. I have seen no more certain or probable reason for fors
bearance than was given by Beauchamp, as stated by the jailer:
“Beauchamp told me, Darby had writtén to him to make out
such a &tatement of facts in his wife’s case, as he was willing
should be used against Colonel Sharp, and that Beauchamp in
reply informed him, they should not use his wife’s name in con-

~ nexion with her former shame before the public, and that the

man who did it, should die for it; butas faras Colonel Sharp had
ventured ‘in the matter, he would make him account for it
himself.” Ml

This, at once, accounts for the singular forbearance which was
exercised towards Colonel Sharp on this point.  Beauchamp had
already been informed, that he charged his wife with having had
amulatto child; he had refused to suffer the name of his wife to
be used in the political contest, and had even determined that
Colonel Sharp sheuld die, as is proved by the forged letter of
June the 27th. ‘ ' ;

But there are gosd grounds for believing, that there were indi-
viduals in Frankfort, who knew Beauchamp had threatened to
kill Colonel Sharp before the election. A presumption of this na-
ture arises from the fact, that he.had formed the determination ag
early as the 27th of June; that Colonel Sharp became a candi-
date on the 29th of June, and that the threatened attempt to pre- -
vent his election by introducing Mrs. Beauchamp into the contro-
versy; was not made. This presumption was reduced to a cer-
falnty by facts which have since been disclosed. :

On Beauchamp’s trial, Mr, Darby swore, that after Colonel
Sharp was announced as a candidate, Mr. Thomas Carrol told him,.
at the Circuit Court in Elizabethtown, that if he were elected,
Beawchamp would not let him take his seat in the Legislature. 1t is
frue, Carrol was not there after the annunciation of Colonel
Sharp, nor was there any Circuit Court in that place, after that
event, before the election; but the oath of Mr. Darby indicates,
that the expression was familiar to him at that early day, and it is
more than probable, that he had actually heard this threat at
Beauchamp’s house or elsewhere, and with a fatality which is pe-

| cuhar to him, had forgot the place where he heard it, and the.

man by whom it was ottered.

But the same threat was heard in the streets of Frankfort,
about the time of the election. Mrs. Mary Conpell stated on oath
before the Grand Jury which indicted Beauchamp, that she had
heard it. Bat Mr. Darby afterwards visited her, and by his
abuse so alarmed her, that she dare not appear before the Pettit
Jury. She has, however, given me a statement of what she heard,
‘arying probably only in the mention of certain names, from her
tvidence before the Girand Jucy.  On that occasion, she was es-

kL.
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peciaily cautioned (by the foreman) not to mention hamess Het

statement 18 as follows:

« On the Saturday night preceding the election 1n the year |

1825, | heard several persons in conversation underthe window of
the house where I then lived, to which my attention was drawn
by the following circumstances: Ihad ason who [ had lieard had
stabbed a.man in Bowlinggreen; he bad lately been to see me,
and dented it; had staid but a short time and had gone to Lex
ington, and I was afraid had deceived me. The men under my
window were talking angrily, and I heard them mention Bow]i‘ng-‘
green, which induced me_to suspect they were in pursuit of my
son. Itherefore went to the window and listened. There were
I believe, four persons. I soon discovered that the cenversation
was about politics, and I heard threals made against the Gow

ernor, Mr. Blair, Mr. Kendall, Mr. Monroe aud some others}
They spoke of the election, and some said that Colonel Sharpf

would be'elected; others, that he would not. One man saidna
very angry manner, that if he were elected, Beauchamp, whose
wife Colonel Sharp had treated so rascally, in the Green rivel
country, would never let him take his seat_in the Legislature,
that he deserved to be killed and should be killeds I thoughtl
knew three of the men, and my impression was so strong thal
their threats would be executed, thatl told my father what I hal
heard, and asked him whether I oaght not to inform the persom
threatened. He told me I had better inform some discreet persol
of it,-and let it be communicated to them. During the electiol

and soon afterwards, I communicated the threats to eeveral perf
Ealt

sons connected with those whose lives were threatened. ~Among
others, I told Mr. Foster, with a hope that he would try to pré

vent any thing serious. [ started to go to Colonel Sharp’s, toinrf

form his family; but [ saw some company thereand did pot go i

Istill intended to inform them, but Mr. Foster told me it was some} -

gasconading threats which caght not to be noticed.

MARY CONNELL.”
May 2, 1827, ; i

The andersigned states, that Mrs. Connell came to his house#f

few days after the election, in the year 1825, and communicalel

that threats had been made against the lives of the persons aboe}

named, and expressed fears that they might be executed.

JOIN M. FOSTER.

The undersigned states, that his daughter, Mrs. Connell, madt
the above statements to him on the first day of the election
of 1825.

|

HENRY ROBERTS. |
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‘Mr. Darby has alluded to this evidence in some of his publica-
tions, as totadly unworthy of belief, and asseried that Mrs. Connel}
was a mere instrument in the hands of others, to fix the guilt of
assassination'on him and the old Court party. To prove the false-
hood of that imputalion, I have shown by the statements of twe
gentlemen, whese word will not be doubted, that she communica-

ted the threats to them long before Colonel Sharp was assassina-

ted. - She also communicated this conversation, as 1s well known

io me, to other individuals connected with the families of thoge
who were threatened, 1 cannot conceive what could have in-
duced her to fabricate this tale, if it was not true; and it would

be not a little remarkable; were she to have invented a story
which corresponded so well with otheg circumstances and with

the actual result, ~Mr. Darby had also heard it said, that Beau-
champ would not suffer Colonel Sharp to take his seat in the Le-
How could Mrs.. Connell have
known this, unlessshe heard the conversation which she repeats? = -

. ] consider these .circumstances conclusive as to the (ruth of her

statement, .

But her statement does not depend for its support on its analo-
gy with the expression sworn to by Mr. Darby, er on ils exact
coincidence with the result; for a similar remark was heard in
Frankfort, by another person, after the ‘election, I regret that'}
was not apprized of -this fact until he hiad left Frankfort for Flori-
da; for I have not the leastdoubt, he would have confirmed it by
his oath, if necessary. But in.the following statement, 1 have
evidence of the fact which will not be doubted.

¢ General George Balizell stated to me, in conversations at {weo
different times, that he did hear it stated in Frankfort, a few days
after the election in the year 1825, that Colonel Sharp would
never live to take his seat in the Legislature,

ROGER DEVINE.

May 8, 1827,

The evidence of Mr. Darby, Mrs. Connell and General Balt-
zell, taken in conjunctign with Beauchamp’s own declarations and
the forbearance of Colonel Sharp’s political enemies in not assail-

_ing him with the story about seducing Ann Cook before the elec-

tion, lead my mind irresistably to the conclusion, that the deter-
mination, or at least a threat of Beauchamp, that he should not
take his seat in the Legislature, was well known to some few in-
dividuals in Frankfort.  ft wassaid in our streets, that Colonel

- Sharp would never take his seat in the Legislature, and it so hap-
. pened. ~ How could this have i:cen znow, and on what was it pre- o

dicated? I havealready shown, that a correspondence was car- -
ried on between Beauchamp nand some person or persons in

Frankfort, and that Mr. Darby visitcd his house. Through these
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_ gtters, or through Mr. Darby, must he have received all the tosf
formation he had of the conduct of Colonel Sharp, aud through
the same channel must his threats have reached certain individu,
alsin Frankfort. He was inforroed falsely, as I will prove, that
Colonel Sharp was circulating a report that his wile had bornea
mulatto child, and this fact- added to his political ‘hatred, was at
Jeast his apology for the foul crime which he committed. Nothing
is mare probable, than that he informed them, while he refused tg
suffer his wife’s name to be used, that “as far as Colonel Sharp|
had venlured in that maiter, he would make him account for it him:
self,” and that if a candidate and elected, “he never should talg
his seat in the Legislature,” In the mean time, Beauchamp en
fered fully into the feelings of his political friends in Frankfort,
Shortly after the election, he madea journey into the country be- |
low the Tennessee river. While upon that trip, his conversa
tions frequently turned upon political subjects and Colonel Sharp,
as the following statements will prove; :

: W AIiDsBoROUGH.
Being requested to make a statement of the conversations I had|
with Jeroboam O. Beauchamp, during his stay in this place,
some time about the last of September, 1825, 1 do eertify, that
in conversation, said Beauchamp spoke of Colonel Solomon P
Sharp, as a politician and a lawyer; be admitted the Colonel was
* ‘aman of talerts, but appeared to be very much embittered against
him forhis principles asa politician, and said he did not believe [
that the Colonel was honest in his politics, Given under my hand,
this 27th Februoary, 1826, :
: : : J. W. CALLOWAY.

Being called on, I, Ephraim Heath, do certify, that some time
in the month of September, 1825, Jerry O. Beauchamp stopped|
at my bouse, and in-a conversation with him, I observed 1 had als

- ways voted for Colonel Solomon P. Sharp, and he, said Beau:
champ, replied, “that any man who would vote for Colonel
Sharp, ought to be damned;” and he condinued cursing Colonel
Bharp, and appeared to be very hostile to him for his political con:
duct only. Given under ny hand, this 24th April, 1826.

: ~ EPHRAIM HEATH.

it will be remembered, that at this time he ‘had determined fo
take Colonel Sharp's life, and that this trip to the country Wesl
of the Tennessee, was undertaken after he had come to that de
termination.  His avowed object was to look out a place for his
future residence. 1 have suspected, that he never intended to go
to Missouri, as he pretended, and that this idea washeld out to de-
ceive the werld, He made endeavors to employ persons to agsist




inrl  bimas far as Hopkinsville, but no further; and from all the cir
(gh sumstances, I am led to suspect, that he did not mean to travel
idus much further than that place, in the direction of Missouri, I
that have thought it-more probable, that be already had a home pro-
1ea vided on this eide of the Mississippi. Butl have 10 posilive evidence
s ab en this point which will authorize me to make the assertion that
1i|]g he had. :
d to Uniting all the facts enumerated and proved in this chapter,
harp Colanel Sharp’s agency in organizing the new Court, the denun-
bim- ciations which followed, the rumor that he would become a can-
take didate, the correspoundence with Waring and Beauchamp to ob-
en- tain the meaus of.crushing him, the actual collection of the ma-
‘ort. terials, Beauchamp’s determination to kill him before the 27th of
be:!  June, the failure t6 use the story of Ann Cock against him, and
srea- the repeated declaration that if elected, he would never take his
arp, seat in the Legislature, is there a candid mind inthe world, which
* | ! will not at once admit, that the intention to commit this murder
: was as well known to a few persons in Frankfort, as to Beau-
S champ himself? : _
had [ say, a ¢ few persons.” 1 disclaim every idea that the party
ace, | opposed to my brother, or any considerable number of individu-
that als, conspired his death, or knew any thing of Beauchamp’s inten-
n P tions. There are few indeed, who would not have instantly com-
wag| . municated to himthe threat, if it had come to their knowledge.
1inst But from the facts now placed before the public, it is impossible
ieve}  for me not to believe, that there were afew men, avery few, who,
and, if they did not directly aid, took no step to prevent a marder,
' which they knew was intended. Nor will I say that noncof them
& were directly aiding in the very crime. ‘
time
pped G
d al:
ieau:
lonel CHAPTER VI
lopel : ‘ ‘
con The murder—Beauchamp suspected and arresied.
d. THE time at which Colonel Sharp was {o take his seat in the
Legislature now approached. Jeroboam O. Beauchamp, having
d to returned from his trip to the country beyond the Tennessee river,
West sold offall his property at public auction, and gave out that he
t de was about to remove to the State of Missouri, - He left hone un-
r his}] der pretence of escaping from a warrant for bastardy, which
l0-go|  wasoutagainst him, and at Bowlinggreen, stated that he was going
ode:ll to Edmondson county, to sell some land. However, he took ns
wsist|  paing to avoid being observed on the road, and after being seen
o v; — p—gi ; ﬁ




~ : :
| hy several persons who knew him, arrived in Frankfort on
the night of the 6th of November. He first went to the
Mansion House for entertainment, and then to Captain Weisiger’s
Tavern; but as both houses were too full to accommodate him as
he desired, he was directed to the house of Mr. Joel Scott, Keep-
er-of the Penitentiary. This was Sunday, the day preceding the
‘meeting of the Legislature. In the early part of the day, my
brother was in his office, which was-a part of his dwelling house;

and his lady having got ready to go to meeting, etarted to ask him -

to go with her. As she approached the office door, she heard Mr.
Darby’s voice, in conversation with her hushand, "and stopping,
heard him ask where Mr. Bass lay. This.was a young gentle-
man who had been a student of my brother’s, and was thenlying
sick in the house. Colonel Sharp told him, and supposing that he
wanfed tosee Mr. Bass, offered to conduct him to the room. Mr.
Darby declined, and took his leave. Mrs. Sharp was surprised at

Mr. Darby’s visit, afler his conduct towards her husband, and en- |

quired of the latter what be wanted? Colonel Sharp said he did
not know, but suspected that he came as a spy, for the purpese of
discovering what he was preparing for the Legislature; and from
“an apprebension that he might call and examine his papers in his
ahsence, he enjoined it upon Mrs. Sharp to keep the street door
of his office locked, when he was out. During Mr. Darby’s viss

it, I wasin Mr. Bass’ room and distinctly heard his voice through -

the partition. [ also heard my brother mention his suspicion of
Mr, Darby’s object, after he was gone.

. My brother then proposed to his lady to read’to her on that
day instead of going to meeting, to which she readily assented. In
the evening, many members of the Legislature were arriving, and

he went tosee them at the different public houses. He bad a
compromise of our judicial troubles much at heart, and was even
then commencing his measures to bring about that desirable re-
sult. He remained conversing with the members at various rooms,
with uncommon cheerfulness and vivacity, until about eleven
o’clock, when he returned home and immediately retired to bed.

Until within six or eight days, my brother and his family had
eccupied as a bed-room, the room .in which Mr. Bass at that time
lay. By recurring to the plan ofhis house, the reader will per-
geive the position of those rooms, the relation to each other, to
the rest of the house and to the street. 'The passage door npon
the street is numbered 1, the office door 2, the passage deor upen
the porch 3, the door of Bass’ room 4, the door of the dining room

5, the door of Colonel Sharp’s room- 6; all these four last doors

opening upon the porch; the door opening from the dining room in-
to the alley at which the murderer entered 7, and the door from
Colonel Sharp’s room into the dining room 8, T'he narrow alley
=xtending the whole length of the house and across the lot, was
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- out arousing the family,

_ towards” Mr. Darby’s office, and not. far from it.

separated from General South’s Iot by a high plank'fence, and had
a high gate at the end opening intoe the street which was securely
fastened. The doorin the alley was barely visible from the street,
and many of the people of Frankfort did not know of its existence.
It was very little used by the family, and sometimes kept closed
entirely. On looking at the plan, the reader will perceive that
the murderer knew Colonel Sharp was not sleeping in Bass’ room, -

- his former bed-room; that he knew precisely where his vietim

was, and by knocking at what door, he could certainly draw him
forth without alarming any other portion of the family sleeping
out of that rcom. Every one of the doors 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6,
were more readily to be found by a stranger, than the door in the
alley; but aknocking at any of them might alarm those sleeping
in Bass’ room, or the servants in the kitchen: Not only was#that
door the only one at which a knocking would rouse nobody but’
the victim, but the person going there to draw Colonel Sharp out
of his bed-room, must have knowa something of the inner door
_numbered 8. 7 _ ;

Beauchamp had arrived in townafter dark, alone and a perfect
stranger. He was directed to Joel Scott’s, where he alighted and
remained until near 9 o’clock. - He then went out, was gone 20 or -
30 minutes, returned and requested to be shown to his bed. = Late
in the night, he was heard to go down stairs, unbolt the door and
‘go out. In his confession, he says, he went out before Mr. Scott’s

family wenttobed; but there isone circumstance which proves

the entire falsehood of his statement. Few housekeepers in
Frankfort leave their doors unfastened, when they go to bed;
and Mr. Scott bolts his on the inside. 1If Beauchamp had gone
out, as he says, before the family went to bed, he would have
been fastened out and could not have got back again with-
Bat he went out and returned;
so that he must have gone out after the family went to bed,
having unbolted the door himself. About the fime Mr. Scott
heard him go out, he was met in the street, walking very slowly
He was
then going in a different direction from my brother’s house; and
where he went I know not. Not far from that time also, some
blacks passing Col. ‘Sharp’s house, saw two men standing on the
pavement in front, but did not recognize them. How Beauchamp,

~alone and a stranger, could find the house, could ascertain pre-

cisely 'where Col. Sharp slept, could find the door, the most seclad-
ed and private of any that entered the house, but the only one to+

-which, with safety and certainty, he could draw bis victim; thaf
~ he should display a more intimate knowledge of a house e had

never seen in daylight, than was possessed by most of our citi
zens, I could neveraccount for upon any other supposition than
that he had an accomplice or accomplices. I'beg the reader tc
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: et
EEER & Yook at the plan, to place himself in Beauchamp’s sitpation, enter
b B ing a strange town, after dark, entirely alone, and then ask him= and
i FiER S self whether he could have acquired, without assistance; all the of
RS & information which wds necessary to enable him to appreach Cols ]
LR Sharp’s bed-room through the door at which Beauchamp entered?¥ anc
ERE G Besides, Beauchamp, after being out only 20 or 30 minutes, clu
EHER much too short a period to walk to Col. Sharp’s and acquire any wri
3138 knowledge of his house from observation, had he even known poi
BER where to find it, retired to bed at Mr. Scott’s about nine o’clocky | wh
f D and did not go out until late in the night. He was not; there: mfe
’;a i fore, lurking round the house early in the night; as he pretends; | ad
¢ i £ nor could he have ascertained in what room Col. Sharp slept by any
FEEE L - his own observation. Mr. Scott could not tell precisely at what tio1
EHLE© time he went out; but he supposed it must have been about one (
£ o’clock. Liong before that hour, all lights were extinguished in M
Col. Sharp’s room, and of course Beauchamp never could have ed
found it, and more particularly could never have ascertained the pea
best and safest way to approach it, except by the most direct and | tog
minute information from other persons. Not only was there no her

light in Col. Sharp’s room at the hour when Beauchamp left Mrs the
Scott’s, but there was a light in Mr. Bass’ room, which was kept | ed,

up all night in consequence of his illzess: A perfect stranger bee
who knew nothing of the interior situation of the house, nor of | kno
the condition of its inmates, would certainly have taken the room | M

where he saw a light, to be the family room, instead of a yoom | Wei
which was entirely dark, and to him wholly unknown. He must §ast
therefore have been informed, that a sick man was lying in the | wh
lighted room, and been pointed directly to the room where Col. | waj
Sharp lay, by some person who knew the facts previous to that fou
& night, especially as the lighted room had actually been Col. lod,
Sharp’s bed-room through the summer, and until within six or ['I w
: eight days. : '
~ Notwithstanding his positive denial in his confession, that he the
had any accomplice, he makes two direct admissions that he had. | had
One I have already noticed, in hiz declaration that he received | tool
certain information from Frankfort as to the conduct of Col. | aus
Sharp and his family, with a view that he should *set them right,” Job
and the other is in the following words: [ learned from a source i
whick the offer of life would scarcely wring from me, where Col. Sharp’s A s
- house was”’ . : : .
It hence appears, that some persan, whom he knew, showed him b_TO
the house, and there was so much responsibility attached to the |} pist
act, that the offer of life would scarcely wring the name of the Col
person from him. How happened it, that Beauchamp, in the the
night, found, in the streets of a strange town, a' man whom he
knew? How happened it, if the house was innocently shown, stas
that Beaachamp should be so backward to name this individual? Wi
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| itis evident, that a fearful responsibllity attached to this hafn, .

‘I will have a bed prepared for you,”
| succeeded in opening the door, and the stranger entered. B

answered my brother.

and that Beauchamp considered himself bound, in consequence
of theaid he had given him, never to reveal his name,

When it is considered; that Beauchamp retired to bed early
and did not go out until one o’clack; it must necessarily be con- -
cluded, that this man; whose name “the offer of life would scarcely
wring from him;” must not only have shown him the house, but
pointed out the room occupied by Col. Sharp and ‘the door by
which it could bemost securely approached. It was doubtless thig
mformation which led him to climb over a high gate, in quest of
adoor in a private alley, instead of knockirg at the front door or
any other in the house which would have jeopardized the execu-
tion of his design;

Coli Sharp had been in bed a little more than two hours; when
Mes. Sharp was awakened by a knocking at the door which open-
ed from the dining room into the alley: The knocking was re-
peated, and she then aroused her husband. She then proposed

. togo to the doorand see who was there; but he would not permit

her. He got up in his night clothes, and opening the door into
the dining room, asked who was there? A sirange voice answer-
ed, ¢ your friend, John A. Covington,” and he said he “had
been knocking at the front doori”. Severat Covingtons were
known to my brother and his lady, but no John A. Covington.
Mrs. Sharp, hearing this name in a strange voice, got up and
went to the door which opens intothe dining room. = Col: Sharp,

- as he was atlempting to open ‘the door; enquired of the stranger
" what had made him so late?

He replied, *“that he had lost his
way or been belated on the otherside of the river; and having
found the taverns all full; could not get in, but knew he could get
lodgings here.” 'Col. Sharp said, “yes; certainly, come in and
After some difficulty, he

the little light which shone in as the door opened; Mrs. Sharp
had a distinct view of him as he entered. He extended his hand,
took that of my brother; and asked, “is this Col: Sharp?’ ¢ ¥es,”
The stranger then said, “my name is
John A. Covington—dont you know me?”. Col. Sharp replied,
“I dont think I do.” The stranger then said, “ you soon shall.”

- A struggle seemed to ensue; and Mrs. Sharp ran back through
_her room, out upon theé porch, to Bass’ room; and aroused her

brother, Dact. Scott, who was sleeping there,*enquiring for a
pistol, ‘and telling him somebody was in the house murdering
Col. Sharp. She directed him to bring a candle, and ran back to
the door opening from the dining room upon the porch, but found
itlocked. She then ran back through her own room, but as she
tarted from the dining room door thought she heard one groans
When she came into the dining room again, the murderer wad
; :




by Doet. Scott, flashed on him, jumped down and disappeared,
Col. Sharp was layingron the floor, wholly speechless and fast
expiring. I had been called out a short time before the murder,
and was’ now immediately sent for. When | entered, | found
Mrs. Sharp sitting on the floor, with her husband’s head upon a
pillow in her lap, [ examined the wound, which was a stab just
below the pit of the stomach, and instantly saw that it was mor-
tal.  Indeed, he drew but one or two breaths after [ approached
him, The body had been removed to the bed-room. 1 scarcely
know what followed.- Several of the neighbors soon came in:
Mvrs. Sharp was lying on the floor beside her murdered husband,
with her head on his bosom, in an agony of griefi Her little
daughter, Jane, stood crying most piteously by her side, and her
infant son, little Solomon, was crying in the bed. I was alsolymng
by the other side of my brother, scarcely knowing what passed,
Mr. Bibb solicited Mrs, Sharp to rise; but she refused. She did
not shed a tear. He told her that her friends were coming in,
and the body of her hushand ought not to lay thus exposed.
then rose and gave a clear and distinct account of the scene she
had witnessed. The body was removed into the drawing room,
and Mrs. Sharp running around the back. part of the house, ex.
claimed, that there was the murderer, that he had just passed her,
She said, that she had come upon him looking in at the dining room
window: that he had run by her and down the garden. Some
search was immediately made; but nothing was found.

of the murderer or an accomplice., An old handkerchief was

also found on the steps of the door, which had two cuts through |

it and wasa little bloody, as if a knife had been wiped on it.
After a few hours, Mrs. Sharp became delirious, and remained

for several days, except at intervals, in a most afflicting situation.,

Her health was much impaired, and ber friends had serious ap
prehensions that she might never entirely recover her reason or
her health. However, both gradually returned; time and re-
ligion, the great comforters of the afflicted, reconciled her to
think of the dreadful scene with a melancholy acquiescence in
the dispensations of a wise Providence.

- The sensation produced in Frankfort was deep beyond des:
cription. The Truastees of the town immediately assembled and
voted a reward of $1,000 for the apprehension of the murderer
A large subscription was made for the same object. The Legis
lature, which met on the same day, voted, without a dissenting
voice, a reward of $3,000 from the public Treasury. They
also resolved to wear crape on the left arm, as a token of respect
and mourning for the deceased, during the session, L

standing on the doof &tep, and as the light of the candle brought l

She

In the
morning a track was discovered across the garden, approaching |
and receding from the house, which was supposed to be the track |
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- and had left it early in the morning, suspicions were excited in

On Tuesday Col. Sharp was buried. His funeral was attended
by the: members of the Legislature and a large concourse of
gitizens. : : :
At first, not a suspicion erossed my mind, that Beauchamp or
any other particular individual, was the murderer. From the
facts I have detailed, I could not conceive that he entertained any
hostile feeling towards my brother, and I could not fix on any
other person whom I could think guilty. In her delirium, Mrs.
Sharp, apparently remembering the singular visit of Mr. Darby
on the preceding day, and the more singular question as to the
room occupied by Mr. Bass, frequently mentioned him, as con-
cerned in the horrid deed. ~But myself aud her friends begged
her not to memion his name, and as she became more composed
she desisted. Tomany of those who first visited bier, she did not
hesitate to say, that her husband had fallen a victim to his political
course, and such was the impression of all bis friends and many
of his political enemies. .

It seems that Beauchamp, after committing the murder and con-
cealing his weapon, had returned to his lodgings at the house of
Mr. Scott,  Mr. Scott got up early and was informed of the mur-
der by a servant. He immediately repaired to Col. Sharp’s
house, and on hearing the time of the murder, coriesponding so
well with the time when he heard his lodger leave the house, he
observed, that possibly he had entertained the murderer. He
immediately went home with two other gentlemen, for the pur-
pose of communicating the murder to the stranger and observing

‘his manner. But reflecting, that he had no grounds of suspicien

sufficient to authorize an open display of it, be requested the two

‘ gentlemen to wait at the door until he had visited and conversed

with his guest alone. On entering his room, he found him up,
with all his clothes on, except his coal. From his manner when
intelligence of the murder was communicated fo him, the suspi-
cions of Mr. Scott were confirmed; butthere was nothing which
seemed to him sufficient to authorize his detention or justify the
asserlion that he was the guilty man.  He therefore attempted
{0 stop the rumor to which hie first hasly remark had given cir-
culation, but had careful search made in the room for further
evidence on the subject. Before the stranger left his house,

. M. Scott enquired his name, and learned that it was Beauchamp;

that he was a nephew of Col. J. Beauchamp, and that he lived
in Simpson County. Aftergoing to the Register’s oflice, under
pretence of having business there, he left town a little afler sun-
rise, .
Mr, Scott went to the public offices and the taverns in towny
and the result of his inquiries strengthened his suspicions, A&
soon as it was generally known that Beauchamp had been in town




the minds of many who had heard' the old slander of Ann Cook
and knew that this man was her husband. Information .that he
had met Mr. Miller, the representative of his county, near the
turnpike  gate, and had conversed with him without apprising
him of the murder, the apparent.correspondence of the hand
kerchief found at Col. Sharp’s with that which he was observeq
to have round his head the preceding evening, with other slight
circamstances, increased suspicion to such a degree, that it wa
determined to eend for him. Indeed, I was afterwards inform

ed, that a ramor was already circulating in town, aflirming, in the}

most confident terms, that Beauchamp was the murderer. Op
Monday night four messengers were started after him, who found
him at his own house, and without any resistance or effort fg
escape on his part, brought him back to Frankfort.

=—Dd G

CHAPTER VIL
Singular conduct of Mr. Darby—story of the black child,

THE reader is already acquainted with Mr. Darby’s charac
ter, with the active part he took against' the election of Col

Sharp, with his writing to Beauchamp, with his visit to his house, }

with his knowledge that Beauchamp had said, that Col. Sharp,
if elected, should never take his seat in the Legislature, with his
strange visit o my brother the day preceding his murder, and
with the information then obtained by him, relative to the room

occupied by Mr. Bass, which, until within six or eight days, had .

been the family bed-room.

. I have never learnt, that he said any thing about having seen
Beauchamp and heard him make threats, until after it was deter:
mined to send for him. [t was then rumored, that Mr. Darby

had seen him at Brandenburg, a little town in Meade County, on |

the Ohio river, and bad there heard him make threats in

a conversation at the sale of lots in the preceding spring. He|

soon came out fully, and detailed a conversation with all. the at-
 tendant circomstances. . He said, that be was standing on a beech
log with William Allen, a Lawyer from Hart County, when

Beauchamp came riding by; that his curiosity was excited by M |

Allen’s account of him, whom he procured te give him an intro-
duction, . Then it wae, be said, that Beauchamp told bim he had
some claims against Col. Sharp, for negroes and lands, on his wifes
account, and on being informed that they could not be recovered

by law, swore he would cume and shoot down the Colonel in the |
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streets of Frankfort, if he did not settle them.  Thisstory was fold
to Beauchamp when he arrived in South Frankfort, Mr. Darby
went to see him.  Beauchamp waited to be told it was Mr. Dar-
by, then rising from his chdir and ‘pulling off his hat, asked him
if ever he had seen himbefore. Mr. Darby returned no answer.
Beauchamp then took off his cloak and again “asked, if he had
eyer seen himbefore. - Mr. Darby still besitated, but finally said,
he thought lie had seen him at Brandenburg. Beauchamp said
he bad never been at Brandenburg in his life. Nothing more
was heard from Mr. Darby about having seen and conversed ‘with.
Beauchamp at Brandenburg. Indeed, it turned out, that Mr.
Allen had neither introduced him to this Beauchamp or any other
Beauchamp at that place, and the whole story, so far as regarded
time, place and circumstances, was entirely the work of imagin-
aticn,

There was something in thicinterview which induced some of
those who witnessed it to believe, that these two men bad been
well acquainted, although now they did not even seem to recognize
each other. Indeed, it was not long before Mr. Darby himself
avowed that he had been at Beauchamp’s house. B. Hardin
and J. J. Crittenden, Esqrs. had been engaged by me to aid in
the prosecution. They were both political friends of Mr. Darby,
and to them, or one of them, in confidence, he said that he had
been at Beauchamp’s house and there heard the threats whichhe
had at first located at Brandenburg. Mr. Hardin communicated
this fact to me. and my brother, F'. C. Sharp, and confirmed us in
the belief that he had been there, by repeating a description he had
given of Beauchamp’s wife. On my application to Mr. Darby,
he at first declined making any communication to me, alleging
that what he had said to Mr, Hardin was confidential, and that he
did not wish to be called on as a witness. However, he finally
promised me, if I would call at his room the next day, to tell me
all he knew. I called accordingly, and he told me the same story
he had related to Mr. Hardin, except that he said he had
forgot where the conversation took place, but was endeavoring to
recollect. ; A

I see no motive for his first locating the conversation at Bran-
denburg, and detailing all the minute circumstances attending it,

forgetting that he had been at Beauchamp’s house; and when

Beauchamp told him he had never been at Brandenburg, remem-
bering all-at once that it was at Beauchamp’s house, attended with
circumstances altogether different!  But I do see a motive why

.he did not wish me to know that he had been at Beauchamp’s

house, and, therefore, after having told it to Mr. Hardin confiden- -
jially, all at once, forgot where the conversation ook place. ‘He
had some reason to think, thatif I knew this fact, I should suspect
himof having had some band in the murder. - In one ‘of his sub-

.




gequent publications, he admits, that he “had to apprehend pre.
cisely what has taken place”; and that it was also the opinion of
Crittenden and Hardin, that he would “ be assailed in some form.”
If this be true, those gentlemen, as well as himself, saw some.
thing in the facts he bad detailed to them, calculated to awaken
suspicion. Hence, he had a motive to forget that he had been
at Beauchamp’s house, and by the time I talked with him, he did
forget it!

After thus forgetting time, place and circumstances, first at
Brandenburg and then at Beauchamp’s house, he recollected
that this conversation took place near Duncan’s Well,in Simpson
County. At first, Beauchamp bad ridden by him at Brandenburg,
as he was standing on a beech log; and he bad got Mr. Allen to
introduce himj in the second iustance, Beauchamp was not at
home when he called at his house, but soon came in, and they
walked out together; but now, while he is riding by Duncan’s
house, some 200 yards from his well, some person calls to him
from the house; Beauchamp comes out; he gets down from
his horse, and they walk together to the well; and here the convers
sation takes place, which was first at Brandenburg and then at
Beauchamp’s house! But when the trial comes on, he forgels
that Beauchamp called to him or come to him from Duncan’s
house, and remembers, that while he was down from his horse,
for the purpose of drinking at the well, Beauchamp came riding
up on a small horse, with homespun clothes on, got down from
his horse, and there, at the well, they had the conversation, which
bad been first located at Brandenburg, mext at Beauchamp’s
house, then in Ducan’s lane, and lastly at Duncan’s well.

Thus, four times, twice upon oath, did this man vary the
circumstances attending the same conversation. Yet, it is not
a little remarkable, that he did not recollect the countenance
of the individual who had so excited his cariosity at Branden-
burg as to make him seek an introduction; who had found
him at his own house, walked out with him, and had a most
impressive conversation; who bad called to him from Duncan’s
house, came out tohim as he sat on his horse in the lane, and
walked down to the well with bim; who had rode upon a smiall
horse, got down and threatened the life of a distinguished indi-
vidaal, Is it not wonderful, that Mr. Darby could not remember
the countenance of this man, especially when he remembered his
homespun clothes and gave an accurate description of his wifel!
1t is absolutely incredible. * Yet Mr. Darby, during the whole of
his talking and swearing, pretended not to recognize Beauchamp
_ as the man whom he had heard make threats, and only inferred
that he wasthe man, because he said he had married Ann Cook!

Bat in remembering and forgeiting, placing Beauchamp on
horseback at Brandenburg and on foot at his own house, walking
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st from Dunean’s house and getting down from his small hotse at

Duancan’s well, Mr. Darby at last remembered more circumstances
than agreed with himin their testimony. He said, that daring
his conversation with Beauchamp at Duncan’s well, he had taken

~ out his knife and cat a notch in a rail by which he was standing,

and that in the winter or spring of 1826, he had been there and
found the very rail and the very notch! But Mr. Duncan testified,
that the rail was not put there until six months after Darby said the
conversation took place; and other witnesses said the notch was
notoriously not so old as the date of that conversationt

The time at which Mr. Darby was at Beauchamp’s house, as he
told Mr. Hardin, was in the fall of 1824, or the spring of 1825;
but he finally fixed on the former date. When a report got out,
that he had said he had been at Beauchamp’s house, he admitted
that he had told Mr. Hardin so; but said he was mistaken, and the
house he had taken for Beauchamp’s belonged to Mr. John Jack-
man. Jackman’s house is on the main road; Beauchamp’s several
miles from it. He told Mr. Hardin he was in Beauchamp’s house
and waited for his coming in; he swore he only rode up to Jack-
man’s. He told Mr. Hardin, Beauchamp had left word at a tav-
ern on the road for him to come to his house; but he never told
his business at Jackman’s, or what induced him to call. He des-
cribed Mrs. Beauchamp to Mr. Hardin, informing him that ber
fore teeth were bad, or gone; he swore he saw Mrs. Jackman
standing in the door witha little child by herside, but he .neither
described her, nor hasshe lost her teeth. The two were not at
all alike, in appearance, language or manners. But there is one
conclusive fact which stamps Mr. Darby’s explanation with glar-
ing falsehood. Jackman’s house was not built at the time he said
he was at Beauchamp’s. The spot was a perfect wilderness.
Jackman bought the place in January 1825, cut down the timber
and built his cabins in that and the succeeding months, and moved
nis family into them for the first time, 1n March 1826,  Mr. Dar-
by did nat, therefore, call there in the fall of 1824, or mistake
Jackman’s house for Beauchamp’s house, and Jackman and wife
for Beauchamp and wife. To show that he never called there
at the time stated by him, orany other, I here insert the statements
of Mr. and Mrs. Jackman:.

« At the request of Mr. A. M. Sharp, [ make the following state-
ment of facts in relation to my settlement at the place where 1
now reside, and also of my acquaintance with P. H. Darby, Esq.
since my residence here.

] settled on the Nashville road, between five and six miles
below Franklin, in March 1825, making the first improvements
that bad been made on the place. My family lived in the neigh-
horhood, at the Cross Roads, from some time in January 1820,
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T T————

- pression that it was Mrs, Beauchamp:

until T moved into the houses where T how live; and whilst T wag
preparing my houses for the reception, of my family. Some time
in the month of Febroary 1825, whilst I was engaged in cutting

and hauling logs to build my house at this place; I saw, one even-
ing, Col. John Moore, my neighbor, and another genlleman, ;

passing down the road towards Nashville; I observed that the
gentleman who was with Col. Moore; wore, as well as I recollect;
a blue cloth cloak; shortly after they paﬁced by, I returned fo
the Cross Roads where my family lived; and went into Mr. John
Hennan’s smith-shop; saw Col. Moore and the gentleman who
had passed the road with him, who was Mr. Darby. Col. Moore
made me acquainted with Mr. Darby, and observed to him that
I .was a Lawyer; I told Mr, Darby that | had practised law in
Kentucky, but that I had boaght a little tract of barren land on
the road, and intended to try the business of farming:  Itold Mr
Darby that I had seen aud read a pamphlet of his, at Gallatin,
Tennessee, in which he had iuvestigaled the decisions of Judges
Haywood and Pecki  He said it was an inflated pamphlet; that
he had written it under some excitement, and that the style and
mannerof it were severe; but that the t| th was told init,  'T'he
evening was then fur spent; and My, Darby then asked Coli Moore
what house he should get to, to stay all mﬂhi The Colonel told
hlm, he had as well call at M’ Crary’s; when M Darby left Hen-
nan’s shop and went on towards M’Crary’s; in the direction of
Nashvilles This was the first time I ever saw Mr. Darby, to
know him, and the only conversation I ever had with him. [
think I saw him pass the road since, once or twice, but had no con-
versation with him. [ met him in the road, last spring, near Mrs
Colley’s, in company with Mr. Mills of Franklin. Mr. Darby
never was in my house,so far as | know or believe.

JOHN JACKMAN.”?

¢ Being requested by Mr: A. M. Sharp, to say whether I know
Mr. Darby, and whether hie had ever been in our house, I can say,
that I never had any acquaintance with Mr. Darby; I de not
konow that I eversaw him, nor was he ever in our house, so far as
I know or believe. Givenunder my hand, this 3ist July 1825.
MARY JACKMAN.”
Teste—Jony Jackman.

Mr. Jackman ig now dead; hut Mrs. Jackman, I learn, was

lately before the Grand Jury of Franklin County, and cenfirmed

these statements in all their essential parts, upon her oath.

The following is a correct description of Mrs. Jackman, by
which' the reader may understand how likely it is that she was
the woman described by Mr. Darby to Mr. Hardin, under the im-
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1 am now at the house of Mr. John Jackman, and being res

quested by Mr. A: M. Sharp, to describe Mrs, Jackman as wel
as | can, state as follows: Mrs. Jackman is rather taller in per-

_son than ladies usually are, and rather more delicately framed;

fair skio, light blue eyes, dark hair, but several shades lighter
than what would be called black; she has lost none of her teeth,
and she informs e she is about the age of 28 years. :

s THOMAS M. SMITH.”
July 31st; 1826, ‘

_ Now, let the reader turn back and compare Mrs. Jackman wilk
Mrs. Beauchamp, as herein described, and as described to Mt
Hardin by Mr. Darby. : 7 =

Ithink I understand Mr. Darby’s motive in all thesé false state-
ments, pretended mistakes and gross equivocations: At first; he
did not seem to be certain whether the time he had called at
Beauchamp’s house, was in the Fall 1824 or Spring 1825. That
his visit was in the Spring of 1825, after Jackman’s house was
built, I have no doubt: But being impressed with the conviction,
that an acknowledgment. of the truth, would; by bringing it with=
in that memorable year, satisfy those who heard him, that his ob-

ject was, by Beauchamp’s aid, to prodace the tuin of Col. Sharp, .
and that he had thus been instrumental in producing his déatg,

he thrast his visit back to the year 1824, But in so doing, he
thrast it back beyond the time at which Jackman’s house was
builty and has thusenabled me to detect the falsehood of his expla-

‘nation. But I take that explanationto be evidence, not that he

never visited Beauchamp’s house, bat that his visit was after
Jackman’s house was built, or in the year 1825, It was cotem-
poraneous with the collection of the #eapons with which Col.
Sharp was to be assailed, if he became a candidate, and before
the 27th of June; when Beauchamp had already resolved he
should never take a seat in the Liegislature. e

I wish to present this man’s conduet just as it was, withouf any
improbable inferences or high coloaring. God knows, I do not
wish to do him the least injustice; but I wish the world fo know
him as he is. He has been the chief agent in clandering the
memory of my brother; and charging his widow with falsehood
and want of principle, and I shall try to show the true motive by
which he was actuated. 5

The part Col. Sharp had taken in the political contest of that
year, his talents, the station he held, the hatred of many of the
old Court party towards him, the fury with which he had been
denounced and threatened, and his importance to his party at that

- time, excited a general suspicion that his murder had been the

offspring of political rancor. Maultitudes in Frankfort openly
expressed such a belief, and the impression spread threugh ihe
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State’ with the tidings of the dreadful event. The Argus, print.
ed at Frankfort on the Wednesday succeeding the murder, allud-
ed in mild terms to the impression which was abroad, that the

murderer had been influenced by other than personal consid- .

erations, - There were two sets of men whose interest it
was, by every means within their art and power, to couanteract
the effect of this impression. One was the leaders of the old
Court party in general, who were ignorant of the means by which
the murder had been produced; and the other was, those few
individuals who had corresponded with Beauchamp, or been at
his house, and knew, before the election, that Col, Sharp was
destined never to take his seat in the Legislature. The formep
saw a prospect of the entire prostration of their party, if this
murder should prove to be political, and the latter shuddered
also for their personal safety. Accordingly, no sooner was the
mtimation given in the Argus, that probably other thap private
griefs had produced the murder, than all those men affected to be
-excited to the highest pitch of radignation. Some discontinued
their papers, and others abused the Editors as having given pub-
licity to an insinvation which they knew to be false. * The follow:

ing extract from Mr, Darby’s paper, the Constitutiopal Advocate, |

of November 16th, 1825, shows the manner in which that' man
spoke of this subject: * The following insinuation, contained in
the last Argus, is marked with a degree of depravity, which lan-
guage furnishes no terms to express.” The following is the lan-
guage of the Argus: * The public feeling is also muach heighten-
ed by the mystery which shrouds the motive of the murderer.
Col. Sharp’s talents, the station he held, the time selected for
the horrid deed, and the fact that he was not known to have a
personal enemy, cause suspicions to flash across the mind, that
the assassin was not actuated wholly by personal considerations.
May Heaven grant, that in the speedy apprehension of the mur-
derer, all such painful thoughts may be dispelled.” Inhis com-
ments, Mr. Darby proceeds: “But there is something so dark
and base in the idea, something so repulsive to human nature in
the bare thought of murdering a man in cold blood! from such a
cause, that it appears to us to require the mind of an assassin to
conceive, and the hand of a murderer to pen, the very conception
of such a charge.”

The reader will perceive nothing in the remarks of the Argus
which called for such deep denunciation, and the ferocity of its
language then excited some surprize. But if the public could
have known that its author had corresponded with Beauchamp
and been at his house; that he knew, before the election, that

Col. Sharp was naver to be suffered to sit in the Legislature; and

that he had visited Col. Sharp the day before the murder, and
ascertained where a part of the family slept, they might have
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imagined that these lines were written with a hand trembling with

" apprehension lest the insinuation of the Argus should soon be

changed into a notorious fact, stamping him with the infamy of an
instigator, if not an accomplice of the horrid crime. But these

~ things were then unknown. It was the interest of Mr. Darby’s.
_ party to put down every idea that politics were corcerned 1n the

murder, and multitudes of innocent men adopted his language.
A general shout was raised by them (hroughout the land, that

politics had nothing to do with it, and that every insinuation that -

they had, was base and unfounded.

To obviate the impression which was first made on the country,
it became necessary that the murder should be traced to private
wrongs. The old tale of the seduction of Ann Cook was revived;

and as an aggravating circumstance, 1t was reported that Col.

Sharp had, lo satisfy his family or secure bis election, procured a
certificate from the midwife, that the child which Ann Cook had

~ charged to him, was a mulatto, It was said, that Col. Sharp. or

his family bad circalated this tale before the election; that it had
reached the ears of Beauchamp, and had exasperated him te
commit the murder. These tales were traced to Mr. Darby, who

“boldly declared that Mrs. Sharp, myself and others eonnected

with Col. Sharp’s family, had staied that the Colonel aclually had
a certificate or certificates to prove the child a mulatto! Know-
ing the story to he utterly.false, we denied it, and Mr. Darby
attempted to establish it by proof. All he succeeded in proving
was, that Col, Sharp had spoken of a letter in his.possession, and of
other means in general, by which he could establish his innocence

but there was not then a particle of evidence, that he had ever |

said the child was black, or that he had any paper to prove it so.

To go into a minute review of Mr, Darby’s labored publications,
to prove that Beauchamp had good reason to take the life of Col.
Sharp, would be as tedious as it is unnecessary. In what Ihave
to say, I shall therefore confine myself to those points en which
explanation is due to the character of my murdered brother, and
to the motives of his assassin. B it T o

In the month of January 1826, Mr. Darby was first informed
that he was suspected of having been an accomplice in the mur-
der of Col. Sharp. He bad already circulated the story of the
black child, and charged my brother with circulating such a report
during the preceding electioneering contest. ~ Col. Sharp’s
friends denied it, and asserted that if such a rumer was in eircu-
lation at all, it must have been among his political enemies, and
by them communicated to Beauchamp. On the 17th of February,
Mr. Darby came out in a long publication, in which he asserted,
that Col, Sharp’s family and friends had circulated this ramor, and:
declared my brother had a certificate or certificates to establish it.
kn this publication, which was more than three months after the

.
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knew nothing of the story of the black child, until after Col.
Sharp’s death. This is his language: *“But after all our en
quiries, we have nat found one man or woman who is favorable to
the old Court, that knew any thing on the subject until since
his death. ' Their conversations relative to the child being a
mulatto, and Mrs. Beauchamp being a woman of bad and note:
riously infamous character, and the letters and certificates, and
conversations of Col, Payne, and the lefters of this dead man,
were confined to the eircle of their own party. And whether

Beauchamp heard them at all, or if he did hear them, how be |

got the information, must be confined to themselves.”

Here Mr. Darby admitted, that no such tale was known to any
of the old Court party before the election, or indeed until after
Col. Sharp’s death. It soon appeared, that there was also neith:
er man nor woman friendly to the new Court, who had ever heard
this tale of certificates and report about the black child, during
the electioneering contest; and the motive which had been got up
to account for the murder, if not even justify it, was likely fo
fail entirely, Perceiving the difliculty into which he was getting,
and fearing that Beauchamp would: be left without a private
motive for the murder, he now takesa new tack. He endeavors
to prove, that such a story was in circulation among Col. Sharp’s
friends! And to whom does he go to prove it? Why, to his
political enemies; to that very party among whom he had not; on

the 17th of February, “found one man or woman who knew any |

thing on the subject until since his death.” He was now able to
procure the statements of four persons friendly to the old Court,
with whom he was, previous to his publication of the 17th of
February, in the habits of daily conversation, who stated that
they had heard the political friends of Col. Sharp, previous to
the election, say, that “if any publication were made against him
in relation to his reputed connection with Mrs. Beauchamp, for-
merly Miss .Cook, he was prepared to refute the charge, by
a certificate from the midwife, that the child was a mulatto.”
Knowing that these men were mistaken, and that they bad never
heard, from my brother’s friends, any such conversation at the
time stated, ] taok a friend with me, and calling on them sever-

ally, demanded what friends of Col. Sharp they had ever heard

make such an assertion? Not one of them could name a single
individual!! All was vague and indefinite. ‘
Mr. Darby himself generally heard all that political men had
to say. On the 17th February, he had net Emnd one man or
woman, friendly to the old Court, who bad heard any thing on this
subject previous to the death of Col. Sharp; now, on the 10th

of April)he finds four of that party who say they bad Lieard thees

;

urder, and long after these rumors had been put in ¢irculatton,.
he declared that the members of the old Court party in Franklin,
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- gumors before the election! T do not charge them with wilful
‘falsehood; but I do say, that they cannot point out one man or
woman, friendly to the new Court, who ever told them any such

- thing before the election, and I can ouly account for their state-
ments by supposing that they bave unconsciously thrust back con-
versations heard after my brother’s death, to a period preceding
the election; or,what is quite as probable, have fixed upon Col.
Sharp’s friends, conversations which they really heard among his
enemies.

Even from these witnesses there was not an intimation, that
Col. Sharp had ever made use of such an observation. The
whole charge in relation to him, rested upen vague rumor, not
even one circulater of which, was to be found. At length, how-
ever, Mr. Darby found one man of the old Court party, bo friend
of Col. Sharp’s, in all the 1,600 voters of Franklin County, resid-
ing nine or ten miles from town, in the hills of Flat creek, who
said my brother had told him of the black child in person. His
statement, published by Mr. Darby on the 15th July 1826, is as
follows; 25

- “ June 27th, 1826.

“ I was at Frankfort on the first Monday of the last July Cir-
cuit Court. I lodged that night with Achilles Sneed. While
there, he received by mail, a packet, or large letter, from Bow-
linggreen. It contained a bandbill which had been published at
Bowlinggreen, and the handbill contained a statement, with some
certificates, against Col. Sharp, of improperly obtaining some lands,
and attempting so to obtain others. Italso contained a state-

' mentof Sharp having debauched a young woman, and leaving her
and her widowed mother to lament her ruin. The woman ig
now said to be the wife of Jeroboam O. Beauchamp, convicted
of the murder of Col. Sharp. This handbill was shown to me

by Mr. Sneed, and I had spoken of its contents to several persons.
A few days afterwards, Cel. Sharp came to my_house, in Frank-
lin County, in company with Stafford Pemberton. Sharp asked
ine if Sneed had not told me something unfaverable te his elec-
tion. I told him he had not; meither had he. I then stated to
Sharp, that 8need had shown me the handbill; and asnear as I
could recollect, Itold him its contents. When I mentioned the
charge of debauching the young woman, Sharp rose and said it
was false, and could be proved the child was black, or that it was
a black child. I then understood him to mean a child of col-
oured or mixed blood. He said it was not new to him; he had
heard of it before. And his wife was at Frankfort when the story
was raised against him.: e
- In April last, Jepthah Dudley called me into his store in Frank-

fort,and asked me what had taken place between myself and Col. -

S




between Col. Sharpand me, and what Sharp said about the child.
Mr. Dudley observed, that certificates either had been, or could
be obtained, to prove the child was black, or a black child, mean.

ing, as I understood him, a child of mixed blood.
: SOLOMON SNOW.”

Thus, after a six months’ search, one man, friendly to the old

Court, was found, who stated that Col. Sharp told him, in July
1825, that- the child was black. Even ke does not say or insin.
uate, that he said he had or could get a certificate to prove it so.
He does-indeed say, that Jepthah Dudley told him,in April 1826,
that certificates to that effect had been or could be procured. But
this was far from proving that such certificates had been procured
or spoken of by Col. Sharp in the summer of 1825.

Fortunately for the cause of truth, Mr. Snow mentions 2 third |

person as present when he held this conversation with Col. Sharp.
The following is the statement of that gentleman of the case:

« Avcust 10th, 1826,

¢ ] have read the affidavit of Selomon Snow, published by Dar
by in the Commentator of July 15th, with great surprise and re
gret. Isuppose I am the person who he states was at his house
in July, in company with the late. Col. Solomon P. Sharp. I wai
at the house of Snow, in company with Col. Sharp,about the time
he mentions. I had met with him at Mr. Crutchfield’s, on the day
before, and I had rode with him through the country that and the
following day, occasionally calling at the houses of such persons
as either of us knew. ' As we approached the house of Snow,l
told him an acquaintance of mine lived there, and 1 would intre:
duce him. We rode up to the house, -and 1did introduce Col
Sharp to Snow. They spoke and shook hands, as is usual on such
occasions. Iam satisfied, from the Colonel’s manner, he had no
previous acquaintance .with him. At the exchange of the nsual
salutations, in consequence of ashowerof rain, I proposed going
into the house. Snow invited us to do so, and 1 got down, took
off my saddle and went in. The Colonel and Snow followed in
twe or three minutes, in convegsation, the greater part of whieh
Theard, before they entered. - I was not afterwards separated from
Col. Sharp during our whole stay at- Snow’s. The conversation
with which they entered the house, continued about fifteen min:
utes, and we came away together. I heard nothing of any such
conversation as Snow has attempted to detail in his affidayit; and
1 am satistied, from all the circumstances, that none such could
have taken place at that time.
_ of was mentioned to me by the Colonel, in my hearing, during

Sharp upon thissubject. . I then stated to him the conversatioy |’

No such subject as Snow speaks

aur ride, either before or after we were at Snow’s; nor.did I evet
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during the whole canvassing, nor until after Col. Sharp was mur-
dered. [ was his friend, and actively engaged in his support, and

mixed much with the people on the south side of the river.
STAFFORD PEMBERTON.®

' The foregoing statement of Stafford Pemberton was this day

sworn to by him, before me, a Justice of the Peace of said County,
- EDWARD S. COLEMAN, J. P.

Frankfort, August 11th, 1826. ,

I know nothing of Mr. Snow. But in this case, I am satisfied
that he has connected in his own mind, things which he heard
after Col. Sharp’s murder, with the conversation which took place
before the election. If my brother said any thing on the subject,

e doubtless asserted his innocence; but as he never said to any
other human being, as a ground of defence, that the child was
black, so neither do I believe he said it to Snow,

Snow’s statement proves a correspondence carried on with some
person at Bowlinggreen or its vicinity, relative to Col. Sharp.
The handbill alluded to by Snow, is doubtless that published in
1821 by John U, Waring. How came it to be forwarded to Mr.
Sneed, the old Court Clerk, who had denounced Col. Sharp in
terms so strong? Did he write ferit? Or was it sent to him velun-
tarily? For what purpose did he write for it, or why wasit sent?
Was not the object to use it against Col. Sharp? Why then was
it not published or even openly used? It was received about the
11th of 12th of July. - Beauchamp had resolved on the murder
as early as the 27th of June. Had Beauchamp’s declarations,
that his wife’s name should not' be used on pain of death; that
he would make Col. Sharp account for'his conduct; and that he
should never take his seat in the Legislature, if elected, been
communicated to Mr. Sneed? Was this the reason why the
handbill was neither republished nor used? 1 call on Mr. Sneed’s
gon-indaw, who lived with him, administered on his estate, and
has possession of his papers, to produce this letter from Bowling-
green, and any other letter or paper which may serve to explain
the object of this correspondence, and protect the memory of
Mr. Sneed from those suspicions which the publication of Snow’s
certificate by Darby, to shield himself, in conjunction with other
circumstances, are calculated to exeite. Ishudder at disturbing

 the ashes of the dead; bat'it is from a sacred duty to the dead,
that I make this demand on the representative of Mr. Sneed.
Who sent this handbill? Why wasitsent? Why was it not used,
and what became of it? : :
~ Having disproved and explained the statement of M. Snow;
relative to my brother’s conversation about the black child, whick
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is the oply evidence that he ever lisped such an idea, and showii,

by Mr. Darby’s own declaration, that not a man or woman of the old
Court party could be found, who had heard even such a rumor
from any person before the election, notwithstanding the erroms
committed by a few of that party when the explanation of the

-~ causes of Col. Sharp’s murder was likely to fail, I here add the

explicit declaration of a number of bis friends to the same effeet:

«The undersigned, friends of Col. Solomon P. Sharp in the |

alection of 1825, do certify and say; that neither during the elec-
tioneering contest'of that yearnor at any other time, previousto

his assassination, did we ever hear Col. Sharp, orany of his fami- |

ly or relations, orany other person, say or insinuate, that the child
charged to him by Ann Cook, since wife of J. O. Beauchamp,
was a mulatto or coloured child. We further state; that so'me of
us were his confidential friends; with whom he often advised, and
also mixed much with the people; and in ouar opinion, it is very.

improbable that Col. Sharp could have circulated such a state: |

ment, or given such astatement for circulation among his friends
in Franklin County, without our knowing it.

In Town., _

F. P. Blair, I. Dadley,

Amos Kendally A. G. Meriwether; °

Samuel South, Robert Johnston,
James Shannon,

D. C. Freeman;
A. C. Keenon, William Hunter;
B. Edrington,

James Downing;
Benj. B. Johunson, Lewis Sanders, Jr.

G. E. Russell,

. In the couniry. ;
Christopher Lillard, James M’Brayer,
N. Richardson, J. S. Hackley,
Th. F. Crutchfield, : John C. Richardson,
A. M’Brayer, John Wash,
Samuel Payne, William M’Brayer,
Edward Carr, James Middleton,
Elisha Herndon, Daniel Blackwell,
William Payne, Sanford M’Brayer,
Richard Collins, Daniel Middleton,
TRobt. C. M'Brayer, John Hunton,
John M’Kee, Everard White.”

A, Wilson,

1 have no doubt, were the pains taken, 900 signatures might
he obtained to a statement of this kind, being the whole number
that voted for Col. Sharp at that election. A considerable number
of thase whose names appear to this statement, were the intimate
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- and confidential frierids of Co!. Sharp, from whom he would cor-

¢eal nothing which related to the election or his means of defences
Many of them conversed with him on this very subject; but not
to one mortal ear did he ever whisper, that among the means of
his defence was a cestificate that the child was black; or that such

was the fact.,, 1f:Col. Sharp circulated such a repott to secure

his election in; 1825, how happened it that his friends never heard
of it? How happened it, that so late as February the 17th, 1826,
Mr. Darby, the most active, talking, speaking, writing dund enquir-
ing of his political enemies, had net found one man or woman
favorable to the old Court, who had heard of it before the mur-
der? :

From all these facts, I am justified in the conclusion; that neith-
er my brother nor any friend of his; circulated a report that the
child of Ann Cook was a mulatio, or that he had #ny paper or
certificate to prove it so, or said he had, as a means of securing
his election, or for any other purpose. The whole story was a
fabrication by Mr. Darby, to farnish Beauchamp with a private
motive for the murder, and relieve himself and cthers of the old
Court party from suspicion. But admitting that Snow’s statet
ment is true, and that such a rumor was cireulated by Col. Sharp
and his friends, to secure his election; yet that could not have
constituted the motive for the murder. It will be recollected,
that Beauchamp had already doomed Col. Sharp to death, as ear-
ly as the 27th_ of June, and that he came ont as a candidate on
the 29th of the same month. Whatever wassaid or done by him
or his friends after he became a candidale, could not, therefore,
have had the least effect on Beauchamp’s determination, which
was previously made. If, therefore, Col. Sharp did tell Snow,
afler.the middle of July, that the child was a mulatto, or if his
friends circulated a report that he had a certificate to prove it go,,
those acts did not constitute Beauchamp’s motive. That motive
had already operated and produced its fatal effect before these

. acls were done.

I assert and have proved, that nosach report was in cireulation,
and it now appears thatif it bad been, it could not have constitu«
ted the motive of the murder,

Col. Beauchamp, the ugcle of the murderer, called on the mid.
wife, and she readily gave him an affidavit that no such certifi-
cate had ever been obtained or apphied for. This was conclusive

L as to the fact; but to keep up the show of a private motive for

the assassin, Mr. Darby still conlinued to insist that we had said
Col. Sharp had sach a certificate, and that the rumor of this asser-
tion, had reached Beauchamp and was the motive of his conducts
In this form, the charge was as false as in (he others: but it wae
made to weigh much in the public mind. :




[ was informed; that when called on by Col. Beauchamps the:
midwife supposed that he came to get a certificate from her that
the child wasnot a mulatte, and taking a friend aside, she told him
she could not give such a statement.. Thatnot -being his object,
she readily stated to himthat no certificate 6f that'fact had ever

been applitd for or given. Shortly afterwards, while in that |

country, I caused-to be procured from her, the foltowing statement:

« State of Kentucky, Warren County, Sct.
« This day personally came Mrs. Rebecca Dunn,. before me,

one of the acting Justices of the Peace in and for the County |,

and State aforesaid, and made oath, that she acted and waited on
~ Ann Cook as midwife, some yearssince, and at a time when she

was delivered of a still-born illegitmate child. This affiant says
she hasacted in the capacity of midwife for many years, and that

she never saw a white child of such uncommon dark cemplexion |

This afliant will not undertake to say that the death of the child
did not produce the dark appearance of said child.. This afliant
says, she waited on a- Miss Haynes, of this County, some years
since, at a-time when she was delivered of a known mulatto child,
and that the child of Miss Cook. was as dark, if not darker in
appearance, than the child of Miss Haynes: This affiant says she
never knew Miss Cook to have any other child, except the one
above spoken of; and that she is advised and believes, that Ann
Cook is now the wife of Jeroboany O. Beauchamp, of Simpson
County, Kentucky. Given nnder my hand, this 18th day of Feb:
rudry 1826.. : L
; Ry W.. LUCAS, 3. p, we ¢

T'give also the more pesilive statement of the man who buried|

Ann Cook’s child:

“Stute of Kentucky, Warren County, Sct.

« This day personally came French Fort before me, one of the
acling Justicesof the Peace for said County, and made oath, that
by the request of Peyton Cook, this affiant made and carried @
small coffin to the house of the said-€ook. 'This affiant farther
states, that the coffin-was then taken, and as the said Cook inform:
ad this affiant, an illegitimate child-was put in it, which child had
recently been delivered of Anm Cook, sister to the said Cook, and
now the wife of J. O. Beauchamp, of Simpson County, as he i
:nformed and believes. Afler said child was placedin the coffin
as aforesaid, the said Cook requested: this affiant to take said
eorpse and’ go with a servant and bury it; and when abeut (0
bury said child, from motives of curiosity, this afliant opened said
coflin, to see said child, and no person being present, except the
aforcsaid servant sent to aidin the burial; when, to the great sar
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conversation with her,

sprize of this affiant, the child was not white, but was evideni)
coloured, This affiant further states, that he never knew of the
said Ann Cook having any other bastard child whatever. Given
‘under my hand this 17th day of February 1826. :
R. W. LUCAS, 5. p. w. c.”

This man also often mentioned the subject soon afler the child
was born. Col. Thomas, of Warren County, told me, that he
had heard him state publicly, at a_house-raising, in the presence
of eighteen or {wenty men, soon after the child was buried, that
itwas a mulatto; and he said that many of his neighbors would

. testify that they heard this rumorat that time, I give the follow-

ing statement:

“ At the request of Doct. L. J. Sharp, lstate,'{hat.‘;n the year
1822, to the best of my recollection, Mr. French Fort told me that

- he had baried the child -of Ann Cook, charged by her to Col.

sharp, and that when carrying the coffin to the grave, he opened
if,and found thatit contained a coloured child. My wife hassince
told me that Mrs. Fort:-told her the same thing.
: THOMAS MIDDLETON,”
April 3d, 1827. ,

Thusis the evidence that the child was black, confirmed by the
oaths of Mrs. Dunn and Mr. Fort. 1 leave the reader to draw his
own conclusions. -Certain it is, that even Mr. Darby at one time
affected so far to.assent to the weight of a part only of this evi-
dence, that he acknowledged his conviction of my brother’sinno-

cence, and his belief that the whole story relative to his connec-

lion with AunCook, was a vile slander. He had searcely publish-
ed his attack on the character of the dead and the living, in his

paper of the 17th of February 1826, when he started for the

Green river country, to collect evidence for the support of his.cal-
umnies. In his progress he called on the midwife, and after a

held the language alluded to in the follow-
dng statement; - :

“We do hereby certifv, that we this day saw and heard a man
by the name of Patrick H. Darby, say he saw Mrs. Dunn on
yesterday, and heard her story about Ann Beauchamp’s child;
and heard him say, that he had no doubt, from Mra, Duun’s state-
ment, that Col. Sharp has been basely slandered in the story of
feing the father of said child. Given under our hands, this first
of March 1826. !

R. W. LUCAS,
R. 0. HENDRICKS;
FLZEY MITCHELL”
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‘ended certificates, was untenable. Why did he not come ouf,
wwhenhe got home, and acknowledge Col. Sharp’s innocence, and

Awo motives. Had he admitted Col. Sharp’s innocence of all
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When [ was in that country afterwards, several persons told me,
that Mr. Darby had made slateruents of the same characler in
their presence. [t seemed, that he was now sensible the ground
he had taken relative to the seduction of ‘Ann Cook and the pre.

endeavor to repair the wrong he had done? Tcan perceive but
these charges, Beauchamp would have been left witheut a private
motive, add the conclusion wonld necessarily be drawn that he was
a deluded or hired assassin.  Besides, it was necessary that those
who had communicated to Beauchamp the falsehood that Col, |
Sharp had circulated the story of the black child, should bhavea
justification to Beauchamp himself, lest he should make a disclo
sure which would prove fatal to Mr. Darby and his associates |
To prevent a result so disastrous, it was deemed best to push charg
es which he thus knew and had acknowledged to be false. Wik
increased violence, he therefore repeated his charges; and receiy.
ing the general countenance of his party kere, proceeded to jus.
tify the murder in all but the manner of committing it, when be
knew, ashe always had done, that the motives assigned by him f{o
Beauchamp never had existencein fact. : =i

“ And if,” says he, “ Col. Sharp was the origin of these new
invented and grossly aggravated calumnies on the conduct and
character of Mrs. Beauchamp, (and from the evidence of M,
Sanders and the statements of Mrs. Sharp and Doct. Sharp, con
tradicting what Col. Sharp theu said, there is too much reason
to believe he was,) and if to promote his views of aggrandizementf
and ambition, he used the situalion and character of Mrs. Beau
champ as a meansand an instrument to effect his‘ends, (and ther
is 'too much reason to believe he did,) and Jeroboam O. Beau:}

champ, on becoming acquainted with the fact, instead of prowhis

ing after him in the dark, and insidiously reaching him by a claimf
to his friedship and an appeal to his hospitality, had, in the char:

acter of ‘a proud, bold and magnanimous man, put him to dealbp -

in the street, in open day, and rested for his justification upon the
justice and feelings of mankind, the world would never have con
‘victed him with marder,” = = S 29
“[f he diee for the deed, under all the circumstances of his
case, he will die, not so much for the death of Col. Sharp as for
{he manner of doing it. -He will die, because, instead of beinga
proud,bold and maghanimous man, he is a mean, cowardly wrefch
whose example of avenging such wrongs renders society unsale
and insecure. The wrong to Beauchamp and his wife meriled
death to all who were engaged in it. But when men outrage the
laws in the puniskiment of suchi acts, to be supported in it, they}
must at least keep the xrkaﬁly and chivalrous feelings of manl,c,imé '
on theirside.” S e e
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Gracious Heaven! what must be the state of society when a
recreantto virtue, religion and his country, is permitted to use such
language and yet receive the countenance and support of emi-
nent men! He here declares, that the distracted widow, the
moarning brothers, and the political friends of Col. Sharp, allief

~whom he had implicated, merited the dagger of Beauchamp!
This was written and published by a man who knew and had
acknowledged the whole of those charges to be false; who con-

fessed he had been to Beauchamp’s house, which he afterwards

denied; who knew that Beauchamp did not intend to let Col.
$harp take his seat in the Legislature; whose strange conduct
and uonaccountable contradictions, had made him suspected as an
accomplice in the murder!  This language has always appeared
to me like that of an assascin, a counsellor of Beauchamp. * If he
thought Col. Sharp deserved to die, would he not advise Beau-
champ to killhim?  Was this hisbusiness at Beauchamp’s house?

I have now shown, that Col. Sharp never did circulate any
story about a black child, or a certificate to prove it, before the

- election; ‘that Mr. Darhy himself professed to be satisfied by the

most direct testimony, that he was innocent of the charges alleged
against him; but that, notwithstanding, these charges were pushed
forward and clrculated by him and his party with a zeal the most
eruel and ferocious. Why was this? [t was tosatisfy the people
of Kentucky and the world in general, that Beauchamp was the
sole murderer of Col. Sharp, and had done 1t from motives
of private vengeance, and make the murderer himself believe
that the information which induced him to commit the horrid
crime, was true. [t was to shield from suspicion, those who had
instigated and aided him, and ward off the effects which a dis
closure of the truth would have had on Mr. Darby and his asso-
ciates, as well as on the polifical contest of the country.

Upon this detail of facts which I have here given to the reader, -
I will for 2 moment pause and invoke the most serious attention.
From the time of my'brother’s death until this hour, his political

- enemies have ascribed his assassination to the circumstance of his

having vindicated himself by circulating the report of Mrs. Beau-
champ’s cliild having been & coloured one.” Nay, they have even
Justified his foul mburder on that account. Beauchamp, in his con-
fession, has assumed the same ground of justification; but without
stopping to enquire how Darby and the rest were enabled, at the
hour of the perpetration of the murder, to anticipate the ground
of justification: which the assassin afterwards avowed; I demand
where 1sthe proof that Col. Sharp everspoke of the colour of the
child or insisted on it as the means of acquitting himself of the
imputation of being the father? Tt is not improbable that he
heard of the neighborhood report on that subjgct; yet, if he did,
1t is clearly proved he never sought the man who buried if,




a0t the midwife, to establish the fact, although I have since ob-
tained their statements, for the double purpose of showing how
easily he might have got such proof, if he had been willing to add
to the distress of Ann Coolk’s family and her own disgrace, and
also_of pownting out the source from which the report sprung,
which was afterwards current in the neighborhood. The enemies
of my brother, sho, it appears, were hunting up.proof in that
quarter to bring this stale scandal to life and introduce it into the
canvass 4o injure his election,doubtless met with this report in the
course of iheir inquiries, and supposing that Col. Sbarp would
make use of it to refute the charges which they designed tomake
against bim, it cost but little invention in those employed in this
gervice, and who were desirous to excite Beauchamp to action, to
tell him that Col. Sharp had already used the story of the black
child to defend his character. -t required but alittle -anticipa-
tion to do this, and if the anonymous letter written by Beauchamp
to Col. Sharp, to bring him to the Green river country with a view
to kill him there, bad been known to Mr. Snow, as dated in June
instead of July, it is not improbable that he.might have anteda-
ted his conversation with Col. Sharp, so that the provocation {o
commit the murder might have preceded the determination 4o
- execute it. :But akthough Mr.‘Snow was the confidant of M.
Sneed, to whom the latter thought proper to communicate a part
of the contents he received from Beauchamp’s vicinity, contain-
ing the charges against Col. Sharp, yet he scems not to have been
in Beaschamp’s secrets; and thus unhappily makes-the .expres
sions of my brother relative to Beauchamp’s wife, to which his
political foes attribute his fate, succeed the time when it now
.appears the resolution was taken to destroy him. Thus is Snow’s
statement defeated, not only by the direct evidence of the person
called on by him to corroborate it, but by the fact that ~the pre-
tended conversation was -subsequent to the decision which it .was
designed to show might bave been influenced by it. This man,
Snow, was enough in’ the .confidence of certain individuals, to

know something upon this subject; butat is-evident he did not |

know all aboutit. = He may possibly mear well in the statement
which he has given to the public; and if so,1 am convinced he has
confounded, in his memory, facts oblained in comwersations he hasg
Jad with others, for facts obtained from my brother. It is not im-
probable, that the same pergon who furnished him with an account
of the charges which were to be brought forward and proved
against Col, Sharp in relation to the child of Beauchamp’s wife,
also aggravated my brother’s offence, by stating that he acquittea
himsell by blackening the infamy of the woman whom il was pre-
tended ho had betrayed. The same voice which whispered this
“ o Beauchamp’s ear, as an aggravation, may have told it to Snow
as Col, Sharp’s story, and as such Snow has given if (o the public
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{'have proved conclusively, by a witness who was present, no such:

- ¢ircumstance was spoken of in the only conversation that Col.

Sharp had with Snow. If; then, he ever heard it, he must have
heard. it from some other person with whom he conversed on this
subject. Col. Sharp, I feel satisfied from the anxious inquiries 1
have made, never mentioned it. I have given the declaration of
his most intimate friends and.associates, proving that they never
heard of it from him or from any person connected with hint: Ihave
enquired of hundreds of those who supported his election, and
all declare they never heard of it. [invite every individual among
the 900 who gave him their votes, to task their memorics, and if
ever he gave one them the slightest intimation of defending him-
self against the charges of his enemies by imputing a'black child
io Beauchamp’s wife, I invite them to declare it freely, and I chal-

lenge his opponents to produce one respectable individual whe,

will swear that he ever heard such a suggestion from Col. Sharp.
From the exertions which Darby has already. made for this pur-
pose; I am convinced that no such man can ever be produced.

-However essential, then, it may be for those who have taken part

in defaming my brother, to find some foundation for this last fab-
rication, to countenance the murder, I defy them to the proof. I
know that it was necessary, after Beauchamp’s condemnation and
while he lived, to pretend to believe in the truth of: this tale, to

seal his lips as it regarded his informants and accomplices, who.

had probably thrown this in as a make-weight to reconcile him to
the deed to which he had been stimulated: It is not only neces-
sary now that they should seem to believe it, to justify Beau-

champ’s act and: to degrade Col. Sharp’s character, but it is neces-

sary that they should produce some proof of the fact on which:
they justify so horrid a deed before the public, to save their own
standing with- the community, and also to give some unction to
their own consciences for the private part they may have taken.

I now submit it to my country, whether I'am not authorized to:
draw the following conclusions in relation to the motives by

- which Beauchamp was stimulated-to murder my brother:

As soon as the books and: records of the Court of Appeals had
been wrested  from Mr.' Sneed; and Col. Sharp began to be talked

of as acandidate, it was determined to destroy him by the use of”

the refuted: slanders which-had been circulated by Waring. A
correspondence was opened with Beauchamp, in which, to exas.
perate him-to some attack on my brother, for the purpose of des-
troying his pepulanty and influence, the false information was
given him, . that Col Sharp was charging his wife with having
borne a negro child. Desperate at finding himself connected
with an infamous woman, without the expected amount of prop-

erty, who had led him into marriage under the false plea that

she was pregnant by him, and entertaining a hatred of Col: Sharp.
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common to maiy of hig party; on account of the part be had acted
in organizing the new Court, he informed his correspondents that
they should not use his wife’s name in the contest, on pain of
death; bat that, asfor Col. Sharp, he would hold him accountable
for what he had said, and that he should never take his seat in the
Legislature, if he should be elected: To ascertain the most safe
and convenient opportunity for accomplishing his diabolical pur-
pose, he wrote 'the forged letter of June the 27th; bat, discover-
ing that in no other way could he prevent Col. Sharp from taking
his seat in the Legislature, be came to Frankfort on purpose to
kill him, the night precediog the commencement of the session.
The threat of Beauchamp was known to certain individuals in
Frankfort before the election, and prevented the open use of the
old calumny. Afler the election; the conviction among them
still was; that Col. Sharp would never take his seat inthe Legis-
“lature. Beauchamp came into town after night, asif every thing

was ready to his hand, and it is notorious from the facte and cir: -

cumstances I have disclosed, that some person well acquainted

both with the exterior and interior of Col. Sharp’s house, showed .
p

him the house, the room where his victim was sleeping, and the
door by which he could most securely approach it. When it i3
considered, that so far from harboring any hostility, from 1820
down to 1825, as I have before shown, he enfertained: towards
Col. Sharp the most respectful and friendly feelings, 1 lave a righty
from the facts disclosed, to conclude that he owed his death to
the part he took in politics in 1825, although, by the falsehood of
men in FErankfort, the assassin was led to believe that he was
avenging private injuries as well as public wrongs.
~ That Darby and his associates in Frankfort knew previously
{he means by which Beauchamp was.stimulated; that they had
heard the rumor of the black child from other quarters, and in-
formed Beauchamp that Col. Sharp was eircdiating it; that Mr.
Darby, in saying, after conversing with the midwife, that he was
satisfied with Col. Sharp’s’innocence, was assuming a shroud
under .which he might cover his entire knowledge of the whole
transaction; that he aud all those who had investigated this mat-
ter, well knew Col. Sharp’s innocence, as well then as when they
gave the false information to Beauchamp, but persisted in re:
asserling these falsehoods, s well to make the public believe that
the murder had proceeded from private motives only, as to con
tinue the delusion of the murderer until his lips should be sealed
in death, there is little room to doubt.

I confess, however, that I sometimes think the motive of “the

murder was ef a still more base and wicked description. When I

reflect, ibat the eharacter of his wife was well known to him;
thatshe had imposed upon him in the most tender point, by a most
?mﬂjgate falsebiood ; that the story of the black child was current
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in Warren County long before his marriage, and was probably
known to him; that he had so little honor, taste or feeling, so little.
- respect for himself or the opiuions of the world, as to marry his

. ewn prostitute, who was reputed to have been delivered of a mu-

Jatto child, I can bardly conceive (hat he had a feeling of bonor
or a sense of injury left, sufficient to induce him to resent, much
less punish, at the hazard of his own life, any thing which might
be said relative to his wife’s ¢haracter or hi®own. These reflec-
tions sometimes lead me almost to the conclusion that he was 2a
hired assassin; but except these facts, I have no positive evidence
which would tend tosuch a conclasion.

aelly § Ehimes

CHAPTER VIIIL

Intrigues, trial and conviction of J. O. Beauchamp~—arrest and ex-
’ amination of his wife. o

ALTHOUGH myself and the other members of Col. Sharp’s
family had eoon been satisfied that J. O. Beauchamp was the
murderer, yet were we apprehensive, before his examination, that
asufliciency of evidence could not then be procured to send him
forward for a further trial. The disclosure of Mr. Darby to Mr.
Hardin, that he had been at Bealchamp’s house and there heard
threats, in some degree allayed our apprehensions. - But on hear-
ing his story, we were satisfied that the conversation he pretended
to have bad with Beauchamp, was an entire fabrication; and so

- contradictory were his declarations, and so strange his conduct,

that we believed no jury would rely apon his evidence as conclu-
sive of the prisoner’s guilt. We therefore set on foot the most
anxious inquiries for other witnesses, whose knowledge of Beau-

champ, his conversations and conduct, would enable us to trace out
his agency in this horrid transaction.

It was chiefly with this view, that I made two journeys to the

reen river counlry in the winter and spring of 1826. In my

second trip, on the road, I met a gentleman who was afterwards

called on 2s a witness on the trial, on his way to Frankfort for

the purpose of informing me that Capt. John F. Lowe was an
important witness, and that Mrs. Beauchamp was endeavoring to

persuade him to swear falsely for the purpose of procuring the

acquittal of her husband. . He ¢aid, she had furnished Capt. Lowe

a paper, to the contents of which she desiredibim to swear, which

would implicate me in the guilt of attempting to buy up evidence

by direct: bribery. Such turned out to he literally the teuth.

; M.

G
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Mrs. Beauchamp had furnished Capt. Lowe with a paperin her
own hand writing, to the substance of which she desired him to
swear, which would prove, among other things, that I had offer-
ed money to him for the purpose of inducing him to swear away
the life of her husband. Capt. Lowe brought this paper to
F'rankfort with him, and furnished me with a copy, which I now
have in my possession. Eoine” ‘
Subsequently, and but a few days before the trial, Mrs. Beau-
champ gave Capt. Lowe another paper, drawn by her husband in

his own hand, implicating Mr. Darby also in the crime of at-.

tempting to bribe him to swear falsely, to which she also desired
him toswear. This he also preserved and brought to Frankfort.
It appeared that this paper was written by Beauchamp in jail,
packed up in a pair of socks which were rolled inan old coat,
and in that situation sent to his wife by his father. This paper
was deemed admissible evidence, was produced on the trial and
doubtless had much effect in satisfying the jury of Beauchamp’s
guilt. It is reported atlength in his trial. $

These wretches’ attempts to fix subornation on myself were
prior to their attempts in relation to Mr. Darby, and of precisely
the same character. Although the paper relative to myself could
not be introduced on the trial, because.it was wrilten by Mrs.
Beauchamp and not by the prisoner, yet its existence and con-
tents were then well known. Under these circumstances, did
Mr. Darby charge myself, the family and friends of Col. Sharp,
with acting in concert with Beauchamp to fix subornation and
perjury upon him, and even with preparing the paper which he
sent to Lowe! So utterly depraved is this man’s own heart, that
he conceived, or pretended to conceive it possible, that the dis-

consolate widow, and the mourning brothers and friends of Col.

Sharp, were aiding the murderer to escape, and suffering the crime
to go unpunished and unrevenged, merely for the sake of fixing
on him a minor crime! It is true, that we suspected him of a

greater crime~—that of acting as the assistant and accomplice of

Beauchamp. . If we had been capable of shaking in amity, the
bloody band of Beauchamp, and joining with him in intrigues fo
prove Mr. Darby guilty of subornation and perjury, by commils
ting the same crime ourselves, it would not have tended in the least
to prove the justice of our suspicions or the truth of our charges.
But with honest men, I need not reason against such a charge, and
with dishonest men all ‘arguments would be anavailing. Every
heart which is not callous to even the common feelings of human
nature, pronounces it false the moment it 1s uttered. What! Mrs.
Sharp wiiling to spare the murderer of her husband, whom he
had called from ber bosom and stabbed almost in her embraces,
if he will, by another crime, implicate Mr. Darby in subornatien
and perjury? Impossible! If it were true, she must be, not what
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gshe is, a meek and pious Christian, seeking from Heaven that
‘more than mortal strength which is necescary to sustain her under
unequalled afflictions and persecution, but a fiend, unearthly,
whom crime cannot daont nor blood appal! Yet did this man
find countenance and support from members of his party, who are
called respectable, in making this charge.

The witness, Capt. Lowe, when he came to Frankfort, was in-
vited to Mrs. Sharp’s house, where he remained doring his con-
tinuance intown. The language held by him to Mrs. Sharp and
mysell was, that the true cause of Col. Sharp’s murder was as yet
unknown, and he told me that there were eircumstances known to
him, which, if disclosed, would make my hair stand on end. We
urged him to be explicit and full in his statements, and he promis- -
ed to be so; but said he found great difficulty in determining
what to state and what to withhold, because he knew not what
would or would not he evidence. Anxious to obtain ail the facts
within his knowledge, I solicited Br. Joel Scott and Gen. Coving-
ton to converse with him and endeavor to draw from hima com-
plete disclosure of all he knew. ‘They complied with my request,
and bis statements left en their minds, at the time, an impression
that a particular individual, deeply involved in the politice of the
country, had been the chief agent iu stimulating Beauchamp to
the murder. Mr. Scott immediately mentioned: this conversation
to a friend or friends, and it was soon known to severali ke
spoke of the impression made onlins own mind and the deep-con~
cern manifested by Capt. Lowe at the explosion which was about
to be produced by the disclosure. However, shortly afterwards,
Capt. kowe ealled on Mr. Scott, in company with Gep. Coving-
ton, explained the conversation, persuaded Mr. Seolt that he had
taken up ap erroneous impression,-and induced him. and Gen.
Covington solemnly to agree that they would not repeat that con-
veérsation. [Fsubsequentty called on Mr. Scott to learn what dis-
elosures Capt. Lowe had made. He told me that after the first
conversation, Capt. Lowe had called and explained, by which it*
appeared that he had taken up a wrong impression, and' he declin-
ed'giving me any further information on the subject. I requested

¥ would then take up the same impression that he had done. 1
afterwards requested Capt. Lowe to malie to me those further
disclosures he had promised, which were to causesuch an explosion
in Frankfort and malke my hair stand on end.” He declined: all
further communications te me, observing that he believed he had
told me all that was material, 2

I felt it unkind in Mr. Scott, Gen. Covington and Capt. Lowe,
when they declined to put me in possession of those farther facts:
which were to throw light on the motives of this mysterious mur-
for; but 'do not in the least question the purity of their intentions:
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i have cver believed that Capt. Lowe stated candidly and truly
every thing which was essential to the conviction of Beauchamp,
but was told that the further facts within bis knowledge, were not
evidence in that case, and, in consequence of peculiar circum-

~ stances, their disclosare could do no good, but might produce

much mischief and confusion. = Thus was he induced, in his con-
versations and his evidence, to confine himself to those facts which
tended to prave Beauchamp’s guilt. It was probably under this
conviction of what was right and proper, that he called on Mr.
Scott to prevent the further dissemination of facts, which he had,
after the conversation, learnt could not be evidence on Beau-
champ’s trial, and from their character, bad better remain un-
koown, " Hence bis explanation; hence the agreement of Scott
and Covington not to repeat the conversation; hence Mr. Scott’s
dechining to repeat Capt. Lowe’s words to me; and hence Lowe’s
refusal to make the further disclosures which he had promised to
make before he knéw what would be evidence. Mischief may thug
have been prevented in'society; but much wrong has been done
to my murdered brother, by enabling his murderers and persecu-
tors to attribute his assasyination (o other motives than the true
“Qies. : ‘

On the examination of Mrs. Beauchamp, attempts were made |
in vain to bring out this conversation. "In reply to a question put
to him, Capt, Lowe said, “hedid not recollect what conversation
he bad with Mr. Scott and Gen. Covington;” but on being told
that it related to what instigatedthe murder, he said “ he had such
a conversation, but did not recollect what it was.”?  On the same
occasion, Mr. Scott stated, that “liimeelf and Gen. Covington bad
had conversations with. Mr. Lowe, and from his statements, took
up an impression that another individual would be criminated in
the murder of Col. Sharp; but that from subsequent covérsations
that tmpression was removed. Ile had yever disclosed the name
of the individual, who, bhe supposed, wounld be implicated, and
never would.” SRR

| know the name of the individual alluded to; but neither do
i feel it necessary or prudeut to disclose it.  'The reader wiil have
observed a blank in the statement of Mes. Dowell. ©One of the
wo names there inservted, which 1 have taken the liberty to sup-
press, was thasaf this individual. In his first confessions, Beau-
<hamp aliuded to him in a manner not to be misunderstood. Not
doubting, as weli from these circumstances as others which I do
not choose to cisclose, that he was one of the chief agents in in-
stigating Beauehamp, nothing but the consideration that it can |
now do no good, prevents my writing his name in full.  Ft wasnot
Jr. Darby. i ; ‘ ’
. Excepting the evidence of Iir. Darby, to which the jury paid
not the slight=et attention, nothing was proved on the tiial of
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uly - Beauchamp which could explain the motives of the murderer, or
mp, ~disprove the impression that he had an accomplice or accomplices.
not A plan was devised, predicated on the disclosures of Capt. Lowe,
am- to supply this deficiency in a manner more satisfactory to the ac-
uce complices-of Beauchamp as well as the leaders of the old Court
son- party. - To those well acquainted with the transaction, it always
rich appeared a little mysterious, that Mrs. Beauchamp was ever
this - apprehended, or after being apprehended, was not committed for
Mr. further trial. One of the Justices who held the examining court
1ad, in her case, bad conversed-with Capt. Lowe and knew all his evi-
2aus dence well; and it was this knowledge upon which lie issued his
uns warrant for the arrest of Mrs. Beauchamp. That warrant was
ccott wholly unauatherized by law. How happened it, ‘that with a fall
ott’s knowledge of the evidence, he issued this illegal warrant, or that
we’s ‘| after issuing 1t, he did not commit her for trial? Having heard
d to the evidence, he knew whether she ought to have been committed,
thus £ as well before he issued his warrant as after the examination.
lone The chief reason given for not committing her, that the principal
ecus was in the hands of justice, would also have weighed just as heavi-
true |} ly against issuing the warrant. She was plainly proved to have
beer: an accomplice, and yet was she set at liberty. Indeed, the
nade | whole proceeding was illegal, as she ought to have been examiped

1 put in the county where fer offence was committed.
ition I know not how to account for these things, except from the
told | consideration, that the evidence which it was known would be
such disclosed on her examination, was copsidered very necessary to
jame protect Mr. Darby and his associates, and would be very impor-
vhad £ tant te the leaders of the old Court party.. It was their aim to
took make the world believe, that Beauchamp had committed the mur-
ed in der from private motives and had no accomplice. Mrs. Beau-
tions champ’s declarations to Capt. Lowe, tended to establish both of
rame these points, He had no doubt:stated ia the presence of gentle-
, and men of the old Court party, as he swore on the examination, that
Mrs. Beauchamp told him, as a mark of her husband’s affection,
er do that “he had determmned to kill Col. Sharp for the injuries he
have § = had done her.” If thiscould be established, then it would follow,
f the £\ that the murder resulted from private wrongs. He doubtless
1 sup- § \ statedalso, that ** Mrs. Beauchamp told him, that herhusband had
eats ¥ ‘yot a hegro to show him where Col. Sharp slept;® &c. and that
Not “che told him also, that Beanchamp had got the shoes he wore
I do} when he killed Col. Sharp, about Tully Payne’s house.”  If this
in ib- were established, it would prove that no associate showed him
itcan & the house, and that the tracks across the garden, of some person
as not deliberately approaching and rapidly receding from Col. Sharp’s
- Aouse, mught still be the tracks of Beauchamp, although they did
rpaid | ot correspond with his shoes, and were not the tracks of an
nal of §  wecomplice, - Flc doubtless stated, that * Mys, ‘Beauchamp told

v i ~_
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him, that her husband wanted to kill Col. Sharp publicly, bat
that she got on her knees and begged him not totake that course;
and finally prevailed on him to do it privately.” If this could
be established, it would give some probability to Mr. Darby’s
statement, that Beauchamp threatened to come to Frankfort and
shoot Col. Sharp in the streets, by showing why he changed his
mind. The establishment of these points was of prime impor-
tance to Mr. Darby and his political friends, as well as Beau-
champ’s associates in guilt. To get out these statements was
worth the sending for Mrs. Beauchamp under an illegal warrant,
and subjecting her to the mockery of an examination. Consid-
ering all the circumstances of the case, I can attribute this sin-
gular step to no other motive. :

Let us now see how far each of these declarations of Mrs.
Beauchamp to Capt. Lowe, were.true, or were calculated to
prove that the murder originatedin private injuries; or that Beau-
champ had no accomplice. :

Tt was some time after the marriage of Beauchamp, that she

told Lowe her husband had determined to kill Col. Sharp, fot
the injuries he had done her; but he could not recollect the ex-
act time. They were married in June 1824. From the char-
" acter of the conversation, considerable time must have elapsed
after the marriage before it was held. Capt. Lowe had predic(-
ed that Beauchamp would not make a good husband; Mrs. Beau-
champ bad been married long enough to try him and assure the
witness that he had been mistaken. Several months had there-
fore elapsed. Col. Sharp took his political course in December
1824; and the papers of the Court of Appeals were seized in
February 1825. Soon after that event, Col. Sharp was talked of
as a candidate, and his enemies began to collect the materials to
assail him. Then took place ‘the correspondence with Beau:
champ, the visits to his bouse and the fatal determination evinced
by the forged letter of the 27th June 1825, The communication
of Mrs. Beauchamp to Capt. Lowe, was probably after they had
Yeceived the letters from Frankfort, informing them that Col.
Sharp was secretly circulating the story of the black child, and
that was the injury to which Mrs. Beauchamp alluded. This
would indeed prove, that the chief motive in the ‘mind of the
murderer was supposed private wrongs; but it would prove also,
that this tale was fabricated and commaunicated to those abandos
ad “wretches for the purpose of inducing them to assail Cok
sharp’s character or take his life. It would show that Beanchamp’s
motive might have been personal; but it would also show, that
the murder originated in motives entirely different.  This decla-
ration of Mrs. Beauchamp to Capt. Lowe, instead of disproving
the agency of other men with other motives in this ¢rime, when
{aken 1n connection with other circumstances now knewn to ex
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ist, confirms the idea that Beauchamp was instigated by base
falsehoods communicated t6 him from Frankfort, for base or ¢rim-
inal purposes. Mre. Beauchamp’s statement to Capt. Lowe, that
a negro showed Beauchamp where Col. Sharp slept, is undoubt-
edly false. Whenshe made it, she was endeavoring to persuade
him to save her husband by false swearing; and to rid himself
of her solicitations, he told ber, that he was afraid that some body
was with Beauchamp; that the truth might be hereafter disclos-
ed,and then he would be sent to the Penitentiary for perjury.
After some hesitation, she told him he need not be afraid; that a
negro showed him where Col. Sarp slept, and a negro could not be
a witness against him. Capt. Lowe told me, be did not himself
believe it at the time; but considered it an invention of Mrs.
Beauchamp to satizfy him that there was no danger to be appre-

§ hended from future disclosures, should he comply with her re-

uesf.

’ The statement about bringing the shoes in which he committed
the murder from Tully Payne’s, was of the same character. It
had been ascertained, that the track across the garden, did not
correspond with Beauchamp’s shoes, and the inference then was,
that it was the track of an accomplice. To explain this, Mrs.
Beauchamp told Lowe that Beauchamp took from Tully Payne’s
the shoes in which he committed the murder; and, therefore, the
track might be his, altheugh it did not correspond with his shoes.
That these statements were invented for the occasion, is shown by
a variety of circumstances corroborated by Beauchamp’s confes-
sion. Considerable pains were taken in Frankfort to discover
the negro who was said to have shown the murderer where Col.
Sharp slept; butall inquiries proved fruitless. In his confession,
instead of saying a negro showed him the house, Beauchamp says,
“I had learned from a source which the offer of life would scarce-
ly wring from me, where Col. Sharp lived.” Instead of saying
he wore shoes which he brought from Tully Payne’s, he says, “1
puton two pair of yarn socks, to preserve my feet in running, and'to.,
avoid my being pursued by the direction in which I might be heard®
running in the dark, if I had worn my shoes.” This statement
is rendered probable by the dust found on Mr. Scott’s hearth the
next morning, which he had probably beat off his socks. It
would seem, that these falsehoods, invented to satisfy Capt. Lowe
that he might swear Beauchamp clear without any danger of
fature disclesures through an accomplice, were deemed of suf:
ficient value to justify the sending for Mys. Beauchamp fo Frapk-
fort, most illegally, and going through the formality of a mack

- examination. Mr. Darby was much aided in his slanders, and an T

impression was created that Beauchamp was actuated solely by

-Injuries done to his wife and committed the crime without accom-

plices.
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T confess, I somhetimes think that there was a deeper scheme in
this transaction. Darby had been to Beauchamp’s house beforé
the murder,and visited Col. Sharp in a most mysterious manner
the day preceding that event. The very day the crime was coni
mitted, a rumor was in eirculation, that a negro had shown the
murderer where Col. Sharp slept. 1 made efforts to trace up
this rumor to its source, but could only follow it into certain fami.
lies in which.Mr. Darby was intimate.- Never could it be traced

to any source, nor could any negro ever be found who had shown

the house. Whence came this rumer? Not from Beauchamp;
for he would not stop to tell it. Not from a negro; for he could
have no motive to conceal himself. From whom was it more
likely to have come than from an accomplice, who threw out the
suggestion to lead the public mind, at the very outset, to the con-
clusion that there were no accornplices? Thus he might hope to
secure himself. It will have struck the reader as remarkable, that
this ramor corresponded with the statement made by Mrs. Beau-
champ to Capt. Lowe. Whence this correspondence? Was it
agreed between Beauchamp, his wife and their accomplice or
accomplices, that this story should be thrown out to save the last,
even if theformer were detected?

It will have been seen in Mrs. Dowell’s statement, that Mre.

Beauchamp told her, Mr. Darby was at their house afler her
husband’s apprehension. An arrangement, in the first instance
made with Beauchamp, might then have been continued with his
wife, by which they were, as far as possible, to save each other
harmless.  There are two or three facts which give some coleur
to this suspicion. Mr. Darby had stated, that Beauchamp ihreat.
ened to come to Frankfort and shoot down Col. Sharp in the

streets. - It seemed necessary to show why he did not take this

course, and Mrs. Béauchamp tells Capt. Lowe, * that Beauchamp
- wanted to kill Col. Sharp publicly; but that she got on her knees

and begged himnot to take that course, and finally prevailed on

Liin to do it privately.”  This not only carried the idea of deep
‘personal wrongs, but tended to confirm Mr. Darby’s testimony.
But one of the most remarkable things connected with this
affair, was Mr. Darby’s strange and contradictory conduct while
in the Green river .country in the spring of 1826, and after his
return.  On his way down, he called on the midwife so often al
luded to, and after conversing with her, avowed himself perfectly
aatisfied of Col. Sharp’s innocence. He goes on and has an
interview with Mrs. Beauchamp. What follows? Mrs. Beau-
champ tells Lowe these false tales, induciog an impression that the
murder resulted wholly from private injuries, and confirming Mr.
Darby’s evidence, while he, on his return to Frankfort, becomes

the open advocate of Mrs. Beauchamp and the apologist of her

husband! He hypocritically admits that he had been satizfied
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| Byinformation derived from the midwife and Mr. Fort, that the

child of Mrs. Beauchamp was a mulatto child and Col. Sharp was

| innocent, and the only reason he gives for changing that opinion

is, that ¢ he could distinctly see, that no person with whom he
conversed on the subject in Bowlinggreen, believed the child was
a mulatto or of a mixed blood”! Contrary to the evidence, be

suffers his conviction to be changed by the opinions of those who, *

probably, had never beard it in detail. Not only does he pretend
to have changed his convictions upon this shight ground, but he
pronounces the charge that Mvs, Béauchamp was a bad woman,
“a potoriously bad and infamous falsehood.” ¢ The breath of
public suspicion,” says he, fhad never crossed the pathof Mrs.
Beauchamp, until she announced her own guilt and shame, from
what she said was an improper and imprudent 1ntercourse with
Col. Sharp.  She was of high and honorable famly connections;
she was well informed, intelligent and moved in the best circles
of society.” ‘“Since that unfortunate transaction, Mrs. Beau-
champ bhas not mixed with society or returned the visits of any
one. That she has lived in her present retired situation as a
recluse; and without the act or even suspicion of immorality or
error in her conduct. Every thing, therefore, which they have
said of her, is false and slanderous.”  Gaining courage as he
advances in eulogizing this miserable wretch, he proceeds to jus-
tify the crime of herhusband. “If he dies,” says he, “ under all
the circumstances of his cace, he will die, not so much for the
death of Col. Sharp, as for the manner of doingit,” &c. The
publication from which  these extracts are taken, was made oRm

the 29th of April, in the Commeéntator.

What was Mr. Darby’s motive in thus becoming the apologist
and eulogist of murderers? Could he have been fulfilling a
private agreement with Mrs. Beauchamp? Was he to vindicate:
her, in consideration that she should hold him harmless? There
is much ground for suspicion, and it is still further strengthened
by the fact, that in his confession, Beauchamp contradicts, that
part of his wife’s statement to Lowe which tended to cenfirm Mr.
Darby’s tale. He says, *“it was a conviction of Governor Desha’s
partiality and a belief that it was sanctioned by every law of
Justice and right, &c. and not my wife’s getting on her knees to
me, thatinduced me to change my purpose of killing Col. Sharp
publicly, and do it privately.,” Although these things are myste-
rious, 1'do not adopt the idea, that Mr. Darby and Mrs. Beau-

| champ acted in entire concert in these transactions. I rather in-
the

cline to the opinion, that most of Mrs. Beauchamp’s statements

o Lowe, were made with a view of inducing him to comply with

her wishes in swearing her husbard clear, and that Mr. Darby and
bis friends seized on those falsehoods, for the purpose of deceiving
the world as to the cause and the motives of the murder, and of

N.




warding oft’ suspicion from some of the adherents of the old Courgs
party. Mr. Darby doubtless knewsby what means the falschood,
that Col. Sharp was circulating the story of the black child, was
commupnicated to Beauchamp and wife, and it was important that
those deluded wretches should continue to labor under the im-
pression that it was true. The knowledge of its entire falsehood
*might lead them to make unpleasant disclosares. The chief
barden of all Mr. Darby’s publications, was to establish this point,
Every species of falsehood and perversion were put in requisition,
and:such a show was made, that many who knew neither Mr,
Darby nor Col. S8harp, were deluded, and have not yet been un.
deceived. Beauchamp and his wife died under this delusion,
and doubtless thought they had aggravated provocatien for their
crime, until they met their victim at the bar of a just God. _
In addition to the explanations brought out on Mrs. Beau-
champ’s examination; another important object was accomplished
by herapprehension. Papersof weighty import were in her pos-
session.  Unless these could be destroyed there was danger of
further developments. [Nothing was more natural, than that
whenshe found berself in danger, asan accomplice in the murder,

she would cause the destruction of every paper which could

throw any light on the transaction. Such was the result. = The
letters her husband had received and left in her custody, were com
mitted to the flames, and nothing was left to support even theit
own confessions in relation to facts and accomplices. 1 do nof
say, that this object operated on these who had a direct agency in
sending for Mrs. Beauchamp; because I have no suspicion, that
they knew of the existence of those papers. But this was the ef-
fect of ‘that measure, and an event which was very necessary to
the safety, or at least the character, of some individuals. It is
nofimpossible, that some of these who had a deep interest in their
destruction may have covertly promoted her arrest; but of thatl
know nothing decisive.
From the facts [ have stated, the reader will perceive, that all
the evidence disclosed on Mrs. Beauchamp’s examination, tending
- to show that her husband had no accomplice, originated in an

attempt to induce Capt. Lowe to swear Beauchamp clear, and in §
point of fact, was entirely false.  All that part of it which tended i

to show, that the murder originated in injuries to Mrs. Beau-
champ, instead of being inconsistent with the preof I have ad-
daced, that Col. Sharp never seduced that woman and in reality
never did her any injury, only coufirms the belief, that they were
falsely iuformed in the spring of 1825, as a means, to stimulate
Beauchamp against Col. Sharp, that he was circulating the story
of the black child, and that this was the supposed injnry of which
Mrs. Beauchamp spoke. 4
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CHAPTER IX.

Conduct of J. O. Beauchamp afler conviction—the treatment lie res
cewed from individuals of the two political parties and its effects.

IN his voluminous publications, Mr. Darby has charged the Gov-
ernor and ‘his political friends, including myself and éven Mrs. *
Sharp, with conspiring in the first instanee to acquit Beauchamp
and implicate him, by the perjury of Capt: Lowe; and in the
second instance, to pardon Beauchamp on condition that he would
implicate him and a number of the leaders of the old Court

‘party. .

The falsehood of the first charge is proved by the entire ab-
sence of all correspondence between Beauchamp and the per-
sons charged, as proved by the statement of the Jailer; by the
fact, that Beauchamp made the same atiempt in relation to me,

“that he did in relation to Darby; and by a fall disclosure of the

manner in which the document prepared for Lowe to swear to,
had been sent from jail and reached its destination. Bat had ali
this evidence been absent, theidea that we could be willing that
the real murderer should escape, if we could implicate any other,
is too irrational and shocking to be conceived by any other man
than Darby, and need no refatation with men of good feelings
and honest hearts.

To the second charge, the same answer might be made, so far
as it relates to Mrs. Sharp or myself. Bat there are facts which
prove conclusively, that Beauchamp never had other than faint
hopes of a pardon, and only dared to ask the Goverpor for a res-
pite. One of his first steps after receiving sentence of death,

‘was Lo write to some of those who, he presumed, had some influ-

ence over public opinion and over the Governor, begging them
to intercede for him, on condition, that if set at liberty, he would
abandon the country forever. Irom these individnals he receiv-
ed not a particle of encouragement. ¥Yet, there were many in
the country who were ready to petilion for his pardon, Some
distrusted the evidence and had doubts 6f his guilt; others, hav-
ing imbibed their opinions of the cause of the murder from Dar-
by’s publications, thought Beauchamp in some degree excusable,
even if he were guilty. Pelitions were started in some quarters

* and were procuring many signatures. Bat by @& step to which

he secms to have been led by an inconsiderate vamity which made
him consider himself superior to the whole world in schemes and
intrigues, he eflectually put a stop to all petitions and shut the
door of mercy. . > : e

He had furnished himself with all the publications of the times,
and being utterly depraved himself, he seems to have given full cre-
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dence toall Darby’s assertions as to the characters of the Governoxr
and his friends, and thought he had nothing to do but to show that
some of the old Court party had stimulated him to the murder,
to induce all the new Court party instantly to petition for his par-
don and the Governor readily to grant it,  He, therefore, eonfess-
ed the crime, gave a long detail of particulars, implicated Darby
by name as an accomplice, and said that several others, whose
names he witbheld, were engaged in stimulating him to the horrid
deed, He seems to have anticipated an immediate accomplish-
ment of all his wishes from this disclosure. He had even the as,
surance (o procure a preacher to write to Mre, Sharp and send a
“ messenger to myself, representing that he had been deceived into
the murder by false information given him by Mr. Darby and
others, and enquiring whether we would not, under these circum-
tances, petition for his pardon! We sent for answer, that nothing
which he could say or do, would ever induce us to petition for hia
life, as no representations made to him could palliate his crime.
All hope of an immediate pardon in consequence of his confes-
sion, through the agency of Col. Sharp’s family and friends, seems
soon to have beenatan end. He then adopted the project of hav-
ing it published, and by an appeal to the sympathies of the country
and a representation of the falsehoods by which he had been led.
to commit the grime, he supposed the great body of the people,
and especially those of the new Court party, would be induced to
petition for his pardon. With these hopes and projects in his
head, he wrote to the Governor under date of June 5th, 1826, and
used the following language: :

“Dear Sir—You are constituted, by the voice of my country, the
Chief Magistrate to whom I must appeal for my country’s mercy,
having forfeited my life by a violation of its laws. 1 bave the
great unhappiness to learn your own feelings are against that ap-
peal. . But, sir, I have also the happiness to know, that acting as
the representative of this people, you are influenced by no feel-
ingsbut theirs, Iam preparing an appeal to my country for its
_mercy to mitigate its sentence of death upon me and permit me

o go into perpetual exile.. I will not appeal to your Excellency
~foran exercise of the high prerogative of pardon, unless I can first
gain the voice of my country in my behalf.”

He then progceeds to ask a reprieve until afler the election, tq
give him time fo publish an appeal to the couniry and ascerfain
its effect.  To thisapplication the Governor returned noanswer.
What hope does he here express of a pardon? None, unless the
country should petition forit.  So far fromexpecting a pardon, he
had been informed that the Governor’s gfeelings were against it.
All he hoped, was to operale on the Governor through petitions
from the people. ; : ' 5
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‘no hopes of pardon?

He soon completed his appeal, setting forth the manner of
the murder and the arts by which he was stimulated to commit it,
But he could find no printer who would undertake to print it, and
it was returned to him in jail. He now endeavored to persuade
Mr. Edrington, his guard, to take it and have it printed; but on
reading it, he also declined having any thing to do with it. To
Mr. Edrington he acknowledged, that he had not much hopes from
its publication, and now seems to bave despaired of a pardon
entirely, and turned his thonghts to other means for effecting an
escape. After some conversation with his wife, in a whisper, the
latter introduced a conversation with Mr. Edrington and offered
him a bribe of a thousand dollars, if he would let him out of jail.
He promptly told them, that nothing could tempt him to be faith-
less to his trust.  Mrs. Beauchamp then represented, that her hus-
band was not fitto die, and begged him, by his regard for an im-
mortal soul, to aid him in making his escape, that he might have
time torepent. They found Mr. Edrington entirely inflexible.
He had been selected for this duty on account of his known integ-
rity and firmness, and there 1s no man from whom they could bave
had less hopes. Beauchamp could not then have relied on the
Governor for a pardon, or these extraordinary efforts to escape,
would not have been made. ' :

Another incident occurred which conclusively proved that he
never had a hope of pardon after the failure of his attempts to

“procure the publication of his confession. He wrote a letter

intended for his uncle, Col. J. Beauchamp, in which he stated that
the only chance of saving his life consisted inhis breaking the jail
and making his escape by eluding the vigilance of the guard. = He
laid downan ingenious plan of operations, begging his uncle to pro-
cure him a saw of a particular description, and prescribed the man-
ner in which it was to be sent to him. Without- Beauehamp’s
knowledge, this letter fell into the hands of the guard and never
reached his uncle. The guard never mentioned the letter or ite
contents to a human being until after the execution, and he sup-
poses that Beanchamp died under the impression that his uncle had
received it and would not aid himin the’?o”ﬂlﬁj means he could devise
for saving his life, It was doubtless this belief, that made him say,
near the close of his life, that he forgave every body but his uncle
Jerry. He supposed his uncle had received the letter and would
not save him,and for this it was difficult for him to grant forgiveness.
- Does this look as if he expected a pardon from the Governor
on any condition whatever? Is not his own declaration in a con-:
fidential letter which was intended for no mortal eye, except his
whose assistance he solicited, conclusive that he expected nothing
but stern justice at the hands of the Governor and his friends?
Does not his plan for breaking the jail prove, indeed, that he had
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It is proper I should remark, that this letter negatived the idea
that his uncle had any knowledge of his design, which had evi-
dently originated with himself; but he could not carry it inte
effect without the instrument which he begged the old gentieman
to send him. On examination after this letter was intercepted,
his chains were found filed asunder, so that they could be slipped
off at pleasure, and he was evidently waiting for a ce-operation
from without, which never came. He stated, that the file was
carried into the prison by his wife; but I have no doubt from facts
communicated to me, that it was furnished .him by a friend in
Frankfort,

- Unable to make an impression on the country by publishing a
confession and exciting the people to petition the Governor for his
pardon; unable to bribe orseduce the guard from his daty; hav-
‘ing looked in vain for the means to enable him to break the jail;
.the miserable wretch, seeing death at hand, again appealed to
the Governor, who only had power to save'him. Lale in the
evening of the 5th July he transmitted the following petition:

“The petition of J. O. Beauchamp to his Excellency, Joseph Desha,
Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Your petitioner and supplicant prays a respite of the sentence
of the law upon me, for thirty days, for the sole purpoze of com-
pleting the publication which he has nearly completed, giving a
full and minute account of all the causes which led lo, and the
circumstances which attended, the assassination of Col. Sharp;
“and for the purpose of better preparing his soul to meet the for-
giveness of almighty God. T will never pefition your Excellency
for a pardon. I am reconciled to die. But [ think the respite 1
ask is due to the community. Icannot, nor will I, ever leave an
incomplete disclosure to be taken advantage of by my enemies
and yours. I do humbly pray your Exccllency to apprize me
frankly to-night, whether you will grant me the respite I pray.”

It 15 evident, that the wretch had some bope of influencing the
_ Governor by the intimation that ke had something depending on
his disclosures. This brought from the Governor the prompt
reply, that he could not interfere and the law must take its course.

This answer was carried back to Beaachamp and bis wife.
They then resorted to the meansthey had provided as the last
alternative, when all iopes of escape, pardon and respile failed,
and swallowed laudanam. This, however, had not the desired
effect, and on the moroing of the execution they were both found
stabbed witha knife’ which he had kept and prepared for this
extremity. :

When we consider, that Beauchamp never contemplated asking
for a pardon, because he knew the Governor’s feelings were averse
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%o it, unless he could come backed with the gxpressed wishes of
the country; that he made an effort to throw out a publication
solely with a view of obtaining this public expression in his favor;
that on failure in this design, he attempted to- bribe and seduce
his guard to aid him in making his escape; that he then devised a
plan for breaking the jail, and in a confidential letter designed for
his uncle, represented that as the only’ means of saving his life;
that in his last appeal to the Governor, he declared he would never
ask for a pardon, but only solicited a respite of thirty days; and

that he had long before provided and kept by him the means of -

self destruction; the mind must be credulous indeed, which can
believe thatthe Governor, or any other person, held out to him a
hope of pardon as a reward for implicating Mr. Darby or any of
his political associates, He doubtless had hiopes of a pardon on
a disclosure of the means used to stimulate him to commit the
murder; but not receiving the slightest encouragement, he deter-
mined to show his devotion to his party even in death, declared
his first confession false and left another better suited to the tastes
and the designs of those friends upon whose “word,” to use his
own expression, he “ had offered up his life.”

Why bis first confession was withdrawn and another made, may
he readily imagined upen due consideration of his own feelings
and destitation of principle, together with the course pursued
towards him by different individuals while he was 1n jail.  Very
few of the new Court party, and none of those whom™ Mr. Darby
has most loudly charged with conspiring with Beauchamp to
destroy him and implicate the old Court party, ever visiled Beau-
champ in jail or carried on any correspondence with him. Not-

~withstanding his letters to them, they kept entirely aloof, neither

apswering them nor seeing him, being determined to leave him to
his fate. They neither furnished him with meat, nor _dnnk,
nor hope, nor consolation. His own vain folly induced him to
confess the crime, implicating Mr. Darby and others. He soon
found himself wofully mistaken in his calculations upon-the char-
acterand course of the Governorand his friends, and the first gleam
of hope vanished from his dungeon. In the meantime, many of
the old Court party weie assiduousin their attentions to him and
his wife. On the arrival ‘of the latter in Frankfort, the sympa-
thies expressed for her by certain ladies connected with that party,
were as disgusting as they were surprising. Some of them were
ready tooffer her rooms in their houses, while others were eager
to administer to her comforts and her pleasures. Old Court Law-
yers volunteered for her to save her from trial and punishment,
and nothing was omitted which was calculated to excite kind
feelings in her bosom towards the prominent members of that
party in this place. Nor did the sympathies of these people at
all abate after Beauchamp had confessed the crime and implica-
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ted beth himself and his wife as well as Mr. Darby, m the atro« Ay
cious murder. Wine, cakes, fruits and every species of luxury if
and delicacy, were showered upon themin profusion, and these | ©
blood-stained felons ate and drank likea King and Queen. Yes, * '(510
ladies, who have husbands and children, pampered with every kind ] €
of luxary, these abandoned wretches, who had called a husband }:.e
and father from the warm embraces of an affectionate wife and |
stabbed him to the heartin her presence! What could have been P;‘
their motives? Did they approve of the crime? Could a wife C')u‘
applaud and reward the murderer of a husband? Could a moth- t]
erload with caresses and favors, those who had made little chil- q_“
dren fatherless? Can any woman look at her own husband and '.éo
little ones, and then approve of the murder of Col.Sharp! 1 can- w;
not believe, that those who treated these wretches with such ex- i
travagant marks of kindness, were actuated by approbation of the | e
crime of which they stood convicted. The idea’is too horrible. | EO.
Their conduct must be traced to a motive less inhuman and less | &
unnatural. =
From the time of Col. Sharp’s murder, a few of the political gft
leaders of the old Court party in Frankfort, appeared to entertain A
a feverish apprehension, that some disclosure would be made, . iae
showing that this crime had sprung from the reckless violence = | o
of their own denunciations in the electioneering contest of 1825. =
In some few, this apprehension was the stronger on aecount of their | oth
entire knowledge of the manner in which Beauchamp was stimu- der
laied to the deed. They knew well the true character of Beau- =
champ and his wife, and felt themselves measurably in their power. SH
In Mr. Darby’s publications, Beauchamp had been excused for the Be:
crime, and even justified in all but the manner of committing it, the
while Mrs. Beauchamp was landed as a paragon of excellence who i
had only once erred, and then through the seductive arts of Col. the
Sharp. The massof the old Court party were thus operated S
on through their purty prejudices, by the arts of a few cunning lign
and guilty mern, until they were ready, ignorantly and innocently, his
to promote their views by denouncing Col. Sharp and paying to- f }.
his murderers all kinds of attentions. This course was well calcu- | be
lated to keep Beauchamp in the dark as to the truth of the rep- ofgt
resentations which had been made to him relative to the conduct ory
of Col. Sharp; to foster his hatred of that distinguished man and T
his party, and to cherish his good feelings towards his {riends and ven
associates of the old Ceurt party. 2 bis
But the love of life overcame every other consideration. Beau- | repr
champ had furnished himself with all the Frankfort papers con- i
taining Darby’s publications as well as those which appeared on i
the other side. He seems to have taken up the idea so common to o,
the profligate men of his party, that the Governor and his friends | polit
were actuated only by a regard for their own interest and the
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- success of the party, and would even spare a convicted murderér,

if he appeared fo be in any way useful to their designs! “In his
own case, he seems to have supposed that he had only to show that

§ some of the old Court party had excited him to commit the mur-

der, and he would b&entirely safe. On the very evening aftee
he received sentence of dealh, he; for the first time, disclosed to
his uncle the fatal 'secret. He ronfessed the murder; gave all the
particulars, charged Darby with acting with him, and others of the
old Court party with stimulating him. He enumerated many cir-
cumstances, some of which turned out to be true, and expressed
the utmost sorrow and contrition for his crime. * Bat this confes-
sion did not have the expected effect. The members of the new
Court party generally kept at a cold distance, and most of those
who visited him, told him that he must die. He cotild not pro-
cure (rom the Governor even the promise of a respite. He could
getno person to publish his confession. Of a pardon he had no
hope except hy exciting the sympathies of the country, and he

'~ could not do that, because no.one wonld ngdpubhcny to his ap-

peal. He now discovered that he had formed a wrong estimate
of the character of the new Court men with whom he had to deal,
and that they were not ready to pardon a murderer merely becau~e
he was the deluded tool of somie of their political adversaries.
He now stood in the attitude of a muarderer of a party leader on
one side, and a betrayer of those who had stimulated him on the
other, and was likely to die abhorred by all men, both as a mur-
derer and a traitor. In the meantime, a few of the old Court
party continued to ply him and his wife with their kindness, while
all the members of the other party left him to perish in his crimes.
Becommg entirely satisfied, that he had nothing to expect from

| the new Court ‘party, and that the old Court party would heap

curses on his memory, if he left the world without withdrawing

| the impufations cast on them, he determined to retract what he
 had said, and die as he had lived, in the act of gratifying his ma-
- lignant feehngs. As soon as he had lost all hope of pardon from

bis first confession, he privalely commenced writing that which
has since his death been published. Nearly the whole story, from

| beginning to end, is a mere creature of fancy, without a particle

of truth to sustain it, prepared with a design to degrade the mem-

| ory of Col. Sharp, give vent to his malignant feelings against
| such of his family as had brought him to the gallows, and to be re-
| venged upon such of his political frisnds as had lent a deaf ear to

- bis petitions, to exonerate the leaders of the old Court party, and

represent himself as the avenger of outraged virtue and the vic-
tim of ‘inexorable laws. - For this tissue of malice and idlsvhood
the world is undoubtedly indebted to' the kindness of certain in-

| dividuals of the old Court party towards him while 1n jail, to his
| political hatred towards Col, Sharp, the Governor and their
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tion of his fellow men. Indeed, I have been told, that he said te
his uncle, if not to his father, that in exonerating Mr. Darby his
only object was to excite towards himself the sympathies of the
old Court party,as he had nothing to expect from the other party,
and could not bear to die with the detestation of all mankind
resting on his memory. To exonerate the old Court party, it was
necessary tosay that Darby, who was one of their most noisy, if
not one of their principal men, did not participale in the crime;
but to revenge himself upon that man for betraying: bim, he left
him covered with the charge of perjury. 'The charge of par-
ticipating in the murder involved Darby’s party along with him;
bat the charge of perjury waspersonal and belonged only to the
individual. Thus Beauchamp died, exonerating all the old Court
party from participation in the crime, and wielding his pen against

the surviving members of the new Court party as he had dene

“Old Court up to the hub.”
e by Qe

CHAPTER X.
Beauchamp’s Canﬁssioﬁ.

IN the preceding Chapter the reader will have traced the con-
duct and motives of Beauchamp after his conviction. :

His first confession of the crime was made to his uncle, 1n the
hearing of the jailer, on the evening of the very day in which he
received seatence of death. In this narrative he stated, that he
had never entertained a hostile feeling towards Col. Sharp until
the year 1825, when he was informed, by letters from Frankfort
and by Mr. Darby and another on visits to his house, that he was
_circulating a report, that the child had by Mrs. Beauchamp before
marriage, wasa mulatto; that he determined to come to Frank-
fort and shoot down Col. Sharp in the street; that he was dis
suaded from this course by Mr. Darby and his wife; that by spe-
cial appointment, Darby met bim, on the night of the murder, at
the bridge; that he again met him in the ruins of the State
House; that Darby showed him Col. Sharp’s house, informing
where the Colonel slept, and was at hand when he committed the
murder; that they ran togethér past the house of Mr. Bibb, then
up Montgomery street, then along the street passing the Govern-
or’s house, not far'from which he concealed the knife.  He said;
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that Col. Sharp lost his life, not on account of his being a: eandi-
date, but on account of his agency in wresting the papers of the
Court of Appeals from the hands of the old Clerk. He said, that
A he had the handkerchiel found at Col. Sharp’s door, over his hand
{ when he committed the murder, and lost it in a slight scuffle with
' his victim after he gave the fatal stab. The evidence against
him, with the exception of Darby’s, ke pronounced to be in the
main correct.  He said, il was concerted between him and Dar-
by, that if he became suspected and was pursued, Darby was to
report that he hadseen him at Brandenburg and there heard him
threaten the life of Col. Sharp; but on- his being brought back,
 should feign entire ignorance of him, and on Darby’s testimony he
| was o be set at liberty. But he said, that Darby had been scared
out of a fulfilment of their private engagement by the suspicions
which arose against himself, and in self defence bad become the
most zealous man living to produce his conviction, for which pur-
pose he had manufactured a tale and sworn to1t, in which there
was no truth from beginning to end.

Although I give no credit to Beauchamp’s statements, except
o far as they are sustained by other evidence, T deem his first
' confession more likely to be true than his printed book, and it
contained many particulars which have been proved to be true.
| It has been stated by those who were acquainted with him, that

he did not expect to be convicted upon the evidence submitted to
lithe jury. After their verdict, he did not expect a sentence of
death, because he fully believed that all laws for the punishment of
murder in this State, had been inadvertently repealed. He had
| not, therefore, preconcerted a story to tell his uncle, He had not
had time to consult any body on the subject and learn what effect
the story he was about to tell, might have upon the Governoror the
public. It was the first and spontaneous movement of his heart af-
fer receiving sentence of death, and therefore more hkely to be
true, than tales told, with fiendlike malice, afterhe had lost every
hope of pardon,and, heedless as he was of every thing beyond the
grave, became desirous of leaving behind him something like res-
pect in the party with which he had acted.

frue by otlier evidence. He said he never entertained any bos-
tility to Col. Sharp until 1825. L have proved by the most conclu-
sive testimony, that he actually had nosuch melice down tothe yeax
1824,  He said lie regeived letters from Frankfort relating to Cols
oharp’s conduct,, This is proved to be true by his own and his
wife’s uniform statements, and by the evidence of his neighbors.
He eaid that Darby bad been at his house. The truth of this,
Darby himself acknowledged to Benjamin Hardin, Esq. He said
he determined to shoot Col. Sharp in the strect. Darby says,
b Beducliamp told him the same thing.  He eaid, Darby was tostate
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But manyrof the incidents then stated by him, are proved to be
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-induced by a vivid representation of her virtues and her injuries

- been of every violation of female virtue; that he even antici rated,
‘ Y I

«tained precisely the same notion, which, after she had several

that he Diad scen Hitn at Bra-ndenburg and then pretend not toknow
him, that he might thus escape. Darby did state, that he hag

seen him at Brandenburg, and on seeing him, did pretend not (o

know him. Two persons were seen after midnight before Col,
Sharp’s house, where Beauchamp said he was with Darby. T'wg

persons were heard running by Mr. Bibb’s, where Beauchamp said |

he ran with Darby. The koife with which the murder was com.
mitted,. was found near the Governor’s, where Beauchamp said he
had hid it. The handkerchief was found on the steps of the
room where Col. Sharp was murdered, where Beauchamp said he
had lost it, was again brought in and was thrown out of the doot
where it was afterwards found.

This coincidence of Beauchamp’s first statements with knowy |
facts, induces me {o believe, that they were substantially true, |
‘But from motives and feelings, which have beenalready explained, |
he afterwards retracted this confession and put forth another with |

the object of saving his party, palliating his crime and satiating

his malice, even 1n death.  "That the whole chain of his published |

confession is false, I have it in my power most conclusively to
prove. :

In Beauchamp’s book, or rather in the book which has beel
published as his confession, he represents his first acquaintance
with Ann Cook, to have commenced about 1820, and to have been

He would have the world believe, that the visits of a profligate’
young man of eighteen, who was the father of several bastards,

to a dissolute womam of thirty-five, arose from a'most Platonic |

friendship, which afterwards assumed the character of love! By
his book it would seem, that they were the most virtuous and most
chaste of mortals, whom the very thoughts of seduction and illicit
intercourse, could stimulate to blood and vengeance. $o far is this
from the trath, that their intercourse was of the most profligate
kind, as proved by tlieir own admissions, and it was doubtless an
attraction the reverse of chastity and virtue, that made him first
seek hersociety. So abhorrent does he represent himself to have

before he courted Ann Cook, that he should have to kill Col. Sharp
before he could make her his wife! By his account, she enter-

times listened to his- addresses, she communicated to him, and
made Col. Sharp’s murder a condition precedent (o their marriage.
Lo fulfil this condition, he represents himself to have come to
Frankf_'ort where Col. Sharp then. was, and after in vain ab
tempting to provoke him to a fight, to have been deceived
by a false rumor and returned'to Bowlinggreen, expecting to find
his victim there. But finding he had been deluded, he gave up

the chase and waited for Col. Sharp to visit that country, and on !
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such an occasion,afterwards attempted to allure him to Ann Coolc’s
residence for the purpose of murdering him there. Bat he was
again eluded, and although he watched the Courts at Bowling-
green “ with a hawk’s eye,” he never again saw him_there, nor
did he again seek him in Frankfort; but on the contrary got mar-
ried to Ann Cook.

‘There are a variety of circumstances which prove this whole
story to be false. In the first place, had Col. Sharp actually been
the father of her child, it is impoeesible that a man and woman of
their confirmed habits, could bave felt an affair of that kind so
severely as to have made them hazard their necks to avenge if,
five years afterwards. It is impossible,ihat a profligate young
man could have been induced, for the bare privilege of marrying
his own mistress, to kill a man who was not pretended to have
committed any offence but enjoying her before him. In the next
place, Col. Sharp never was her seducer or the father of her
child, as I have shown. In the third place, Col. Sharp was at
Bowlinggreen several times and spent some weeks there atiend-
ing Court, while Beauchamp was also attending Court or residing
in the neighborhood, and had numerous epportunities to execute
his bloody design, if he had formed it. = In the fourth place, he
was doing business for Col. Sharp and expressed the most exalted
opinion of him, until at least the year 1824, In the fifth place,
both Beauchamp and his wife said, before and after the murder,
that Col. Sharp had dooe her no injury. In the sixth place, the
story is in itself contradictory as well as false. He represents
that he was to kill Col. Sharp as a condition precedent to mar-
riage; for he says, *“I never for a moment could feel, that 1 'could
suffer a villain to live, who had been the seducer of onel pressed
to my bosom as a wife.” Again, after Col. Sharp had, as he pre~
tends, evaded him by deceit, he says, “ we then determined to
delay marrying till Col. Sharp should come to settle up his affairs
at Bowlinggreen,” &ec.  Again, after the Colonel had eluded him
as he pretends at Bowlinggreen, he says, “for in fact, I did feel,
that I never could call Miss Cook my wife, till Col. Sharp should
die at my bands; and she said she felt unworthy of me, and would
feel that she had degraded me by marrying me, before I had re-
venged the injury she had received.” Yet, did this miserable
couple get married in June 1824, without taking the life of ‘Col.
Sharp, and Beauchamp * pressed her to his bosom as a wife,” until
November 1825, before he performed the condition which was so
indispensable to their union. This proves the ‘falsehood of the
whole tale relative to this murder being a condition of the mar:
riage.

B%ut in other places, he gives another and a contradictory reason
for the postponement of the marriage. He says, “ we had post-
poncd marrying until I could finish the study of the law,” and
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¢ when I had completed my studies, we got married.” Now, if

the marriage was postponed fo give him time tofinish his studies,
it was not postponed for the purpose of enabling him first to kill
Col. Sharp.

In trath, both of these reasons for postporing the marriage, are
utterly false. Beauchamp was eager to marry soon after his

intercourse with this woman commenced; but he was a minor and-

his father refused his consent. Invain he tried to alarm his father
and also to extort a marriage licence from the Clerk, He was
compelled to wait, not until he could kill Col. Sharp, nor indeed
until he could finish his stndies; but until he was twenty-one years
old. From the momenthe could dispose of himself, he seems to
have been eager to seal his destiny by an union with one whom he
knew to be among the most profligate of human kind, and the
reader will have seen what means she took to hasten the consune
mation of that event. She was not so aoxious that Beauchamp

_should ¢ reveage the injury she had received,” nor did she feel so

“unworthy of him,” or so fearful of *degrading him,” butthat she

could approach him with a lie in her mouth te shasten their nup:

tials.  She told him she should bare him a child in a short time,
and hy this falsehood showed that she craved more the possession
of Beauchamp than the murder of Col. Sharp. These contradic-
tions and falsehoods, with the attendant circumstances, are suffi-
cient to prove Beauchamp’s whole tale of malice entertained
before his marriage, and indeed before the year 1825, to be an
entire fabrication made up for the purpose of leading the public
mind off from his accomplices, and make the murder appear less
outrageous inrelation to himself. Ashe proceeds in his narrative,
he interweaves, as an aggravating circumstance, that which, in
his first confession, he made the'sole exciting cause of the murder,
He says, *“but before the election, an incident occarred which
settled my purpose, that if Col. Sharp did not soon come into that
country, [ would seek him in whatever corner of the world he

_might be hid. Some little time before the election, I received a

letter from a gentleman, who at that time lived in the whele world,
informing me of the reports and insinuations which Col. Sharp
and his family had circulated, that the child of my wife was a
mulatto.” In his first confession, be had stated, that this .informa-
tion was communicated to him, as well in letters from Frankfort,
as by Darby and another man who visited his house; and this, he
stated, was the beginning of his malice against Col, Sharp. That
he did receive such information from Frankfort, is confirmed by
too muchevidence to admit of a doubt, and whean it is considered
that he had no previous malice against Col. Sharp,.and that bis
whole tale in that respect is whelly unfounded, I do believe most
firmly, that this representation communicated to him after the

new Court of Appeals was organized and he was talked of asa
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candidate in 1825, was one of the means used to excile Beau-
champ to attack, if not murder, my brother. o
Nothing can exceed the vanity exhibited by this wretch ‘in

* speaking of the plan of the murder and the precautions taken to

avoid detection. Hesays, he had great apprehensions’ in coming
to Frankfort to kill Col. Sharp, as he was sure Governor Desha
would not pardon him, because the Colonel was the leader of his
party. But he contrived a plan”to make these circumstances
operate to his advantage, by committing the murder at such a
time as to cast suspicion upon the old Court party. He says, he
first determined to kill him the second day of the election, but
was prevented by some accident which he'does not explain, Then
he fixed on the Sunday night preceding the commencement of
the session of the Legislature, with the same motive. After the
murder, he says “ things took the precise turn 1 had foreseen”;.
the new Court party pronounced the murder a political one; the
family of Col. Sharp were flattered with the idea and were willing
that he should escape if this fact could be established, and there-
fore affected not to believe him guilty, although we kpew better.
For this falsehood, Beauchamp s indebted to Darby’s publications.
To the whole tissue, there is one conclusive answer: If we had
been desirous of making it out purely a political murder, there
was no man on whom we could fix, as having struck the fatal blow,
with more plausibility than Beauchamp himself; for there was
none more attached to that party or more desperate in character.
We could not believe any man the murderer unless we could per-
ceive that he had some motive, and not knowing that Beauchamp
had any, we could not at first suspect him. But the evidence
thickened on him to such a degree, that we became convinced of
his guilt, although his motives to this day are somewhat myste-

- rious, Every known motive which is alleged, seems tohave been

intrinsically insuflicient. ‘T'hat one man should travel one hund-
red and sixty miles to murder another upon mere rumor, whom he
had not seen for two years and with whoin he never bad an angry
word, ‘without asking an explanation or demanding satisfactioh,
18 almost incredible, unless indeed the rumor was used merely to
excite the assassin’s feelings, that, impelled by other strong in-

* ducements, he might strike with a more willing and determined

hand. But T doubt not that all these wise plannings of Beau-
champ’s are mere afterthoughts, invented to impress on the world
a high opinion of his cunning. He was, in truth, under a pledge
never to let Col."Sharp take his seat in the Legislature. = He told
Darby so, as Darby informed Capt. Charles P. Bacon and others.
His promise was known tomen in Frankfort, who repeated it be-
fore and after the election. He deferred it to the latest possible
day; but was finally true to his promise, and Col. Sharp never did
take his seat in the Legislature. =~
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It is unnecessary to review Beauchamp’s detail of the manner

in which he committed the murder and the cireumstances which
followed, with the exception of some points which prove the false-
hood of his production. Althcugh he acknowledges his guilt, he
charges every material witness against him with perjury. Joel
Scott, as honest a manas lives, whom no person, who knows him,
will disbelieve in the slightest particular, he charges with open
perjury and downright trick o produce his convictions Instead
‘of going out late in the night, as Mr: Scott states; he says he
went out before the family were gone to bed. Now, he was in
his ehamber when the family got up in the morning. Before he
goes to bed each night,Mr. Joel Scott biolis his door on the inside.
If Beauchamp had gone out before the family went to bed, he
would have been bolted out and could not have got in without
alarming them. Nobody got up in the night lo let him in; and
therefore he must have gone out after the family went to bed,

unbolting the door himself; and it stood unbolted until his return.

He says, he left the handkerchief on the bed at Mr. Scott’s, and
charges Mr. Scott with cutting off’ the corner, making the holes
through it, putting the blood on it and dropping it at Col. Sharp’s
door, to implicate him! Wholly incredible as this charge is, it
is yet proved false by the evidence given on the trial, showing
that it was originally found at the door of the room in which Col.
Sharp was murdered, where, in his first confession he said he had
lost it. But his most singular falsehood, which would seem almost
intended to throw discredit on his whole book, relates to the knife.
The knife had been found precisely where he said; in his first
confession, he had hid it; he bad minutely and accuorately de-
scribed it without seeing it; and he had even been to the spot
where he had hid it and pointed to within six inches of where it
had been found. 'There could not remain a doubt, that on this
point, he had told the truth in his first confession to his uncle;
yet, in his printed confession, without the least explanation, he
says he hid the knife down * near the rver bank.” 1 could detect
many other falsehoods in this book, were it at all necessary. But
the people in Fraokfort and its vicimty, knew, the moment they
saw if, that it was a tissue of bungling fabrications and down-

right falsehoods from beginning to end. I shall not review ity

further than to show, that it is made up, in many of its parts,
from Darby’s previous publications, and that he has availed him-
self freely of that man’d labors in this his last act of malice and
vengeance.
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ich - CHAPTER XI.
Ise- :
hfla ‘ Darby’s publications and Beauchamp’s Confession..
oe :
m, I SHALL now enter into a brief comparison of Darby’s publi- i
pen cations and Beauchamp’s& Confession, the result of which must 1
sad satisfy the reader, that these two men had a perfect understanding 2 ;i ]
he between them as fo the causes of Col. Sharp’s murder, or that B
L Beauchamp is indebted to Darby for the whole plan, most of the E
he | jdeasand many of the expressions used in that confession. ¥
de, ~ Scarcely was Col. Sharp dead in Novémber 1825 and Beau- '
be champ suspected, when Darby began to circulate a report that
out Col. Sharp had procured the certificate of the midwife who deliv-
ind W ered Ann Cook of her illegitimate child, proving that 1t wasa mu-
ed, | latto, and he declared that some of Col. Sharp’s family told him so.
i As late as the 17th of February 1826, as he stated in his publica-
and fion of that date, he had not found one man or womanof the old
)le;s Court party who bad lieard of it before the election. Yet, in
L that publication he males the procuring of that certificate and
y 1t the rumor thereupon circulated, the cause of the marder.
g “And we believe with the editor of the Argus, (says he,) that
‘ol Col. Sharp would now have been living, had he not been a can-
1ad didate last year. Without intending it, the Argus editor has here
rost expressed the true cause of Col. Sharp’s death. 1t was occasioned,
ife, we have but little doubt, by his being a candidate, and not by his
trst being elected.  We believe that the previous hostile feelingsof his
de- assassin would have slept on asthey had done, bat for the conver-
pot salions and acts done to promole his election. Bat for the state-
218 ¥ ments made, or certificates procured, that the wife of Beauchamp
his ¥ wasof a notoriously bad and infamous character, and the mother
Iba of a mulatto child, Col. Sharp would now have been living. And :
he ¥ inour spinion, these statements would not fiave been made, nor
ect these certificates been procored, orstated to have been procured,
3ut if he had “not been a candidate for the Legislature.”
i This was four months before Beauchamp made his confession
Y8 1 and long before his trial.  How could Darby then have known any
it} thing of Beauchamp’s “ previous hostile feelings”? How could he
i, | have known, that Beauchamp had heard any ramor of this story
e about eertificates and a black child, which he said was wholly
nd unknown to the old Court party before the election, and 1 have.
proved was wholly unknown to the new? If Beauchamp had
“previous hostile feelings,” and had heard the rumor, how did
Darby know it, long before his conviction and confession? Cer-
i| tainitis, that his story on thiz point, corresponds precisely with
Beauchamp’s, as told in his printed confession. He says, “he.
had previous Lostile feelings,” from the year 1820 or 1821, and he
P
S = ;
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agrees preciscly with Darby as to the caunse which excited them
in 1825. 5%

“Some little time before the election, (says he, page 23-4,) |
received a letter from a gentleman, who at that time lived in the
whole world, informing me of the reports and insinuations which
Col. Sharp and his family had circulated, that the child of my
wife was a mulatto.” “ And he wrote megthat the Sharps had
set afloat insinuations, that the child of Miss Cook was a mulatto,
in order todo away the charge against Col. Sharp for seduction,”
“ For he said, when he heard this report once or twice, he went
to Col. Sharp and asked him if it were a fact, that the child was
a pegro-child, and Col:*Sharp teld him it was, and that he had a
certificate from the midwife to prove that fact.”

How precisely these men agree! Darby, before he hears Beau-
champ’s tale, is able to account for the murder, hut does not tell
us how this news got to Beauchamp, nor how he knew that it
reached him! But Beauchamp explaius this matier without tell-
ing us who'informed him. Now, if the tale was true, must not
Darby have known all about it? If it was not true, has not Beau-
champ predicated his confession on Darby’s publication? ;

Darby first labored to prove, that Mrs, Sharp had such a certi.
ficatey bat it being shown that the midwife never had given one,
he abandoned that ground and then endeavored to prove thatshe
and others of Col. Sharp’s family, had said they had. ik

In his publication of April 15th he says, the friends of Col.
Sharp, to secure his election; studiously circulated a report that
“he bad procured a certificate from the midwife, proving that the
child of which it was said he was the father, was a mulatto,” and
that Mrs. Sharp told a gentleman, (from whom he was unable to
procure a statement,) that “she then had 1n ber possession, a cer-
tificate of the niidwife, &c. showing that the child was a mulatto.”
In his publication of April the 29th, he says; “ upon the evidence
I have submitted to the public, I leave it to the world to say,
whether these new and aggravated calumnies, inculcated and told
by Mrs. Sharp, Doct. Sharp and Doct. Scott, to facilitate and pro-
mole Col. Sharp®s election, and the use made of them by his
friends, were not the cause of his murder,” &e.

Darby maintains this idea throughout his publications, and
repeatedly urges, that it was this certificate or this story, carried lo
the ears of Beauchamp, which excited him to the marder. Beau-
champ reiterates the same idea throughout his confession. Page
991h, he says, “at a time before my marriage, when father, broth-
ers and friends, by a most strange succession of calamities, had
been swept into the grave,and had left her almost without one
soul on earth, save her dear old mother, to whom she could look
for consolation or comfort, in her sorrow and immolation, then did
Col. Sharp have the baseness to insinuate that Lis own child was
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a negro’s child, and that the unfortunate woman, whom he knew
he had seduced from the path of virtue, had been the mother of

a negro’s child, Nay, he actually forged a certificate to prove

that to be a fact. ‘This,however, he only done toshow to his wife,
to silence her eternal clash about the matter. For he never in-
tended, nor ever would, if he could have avoided it, have dared to
let it be known thathe hada certificate of that kind, for fear of his
forgery being detected. But when at length Col. Sharp ventured,

 after several years, to again aspire to regain his long lost popu-

larity, and this dishonor of Miss Cook’s sedaction, was held in
terror over him, his wife could not help/etting out the secret of
this certificate; for all this time she fully believed Col. Sharp had
actually obtained such a one.” “Poct Sharp, Mrs.” Sharp
and old Mrs. Scott may consolate themselves with the reflection,
that their slanderous tongues had some slight tendency to accel-
epate the death of one whom they all literally worshipped asa
God,” &c. Beauchamp’s story is Darby’s story a little amplified
and improved. If either was based on facts, il is notorious that
Darby knew the facts just as well as Beauchamp did. As Darby’s
publications were made long before Beauchamp’s confession, how
did he obtain a knowledge of these facts, except from Beauchamp
before the murder? But so far as relates to the certificates and
the circulation of the story of the black child, the statements of
both are utterly false, which Darby must have known, but Beau-
champ might not. Itis more than possible, that Beauchamp was
told that Col. Sharp had such a certificate and was circuolating
such a report, and from Darby’s knowledge of the matter, as dis-

closed in his publications, it is more than possible he well khew

who bad given this information.

Not only did Darby and Beauchamp agree as to the immediate
cause of the murder; but there is, in their publications, an entire
correspondence as to the imputed guilt of Col. Sharp. They
both alike declare that” he “merited death,” and differ only as to
the manner in which he ought to have been murdered!

In his publication of April the 29th, Darbysays: *Inshort,wheth-
er Col. Sharp was not in part the foundation of these new and

aggravated slanders in the many statements made by him to his
friends, and in particular the statement made to Mri'Sanders and
Mr. Haggin, which Mrs, Sharp and Doct. Sharp now say in their’

publication is not true. And whether he did not, fo promote his
election, circulate these tales of slander, which when heard by
Beauchamp, rouséd his ancient bate, and exciled the feelings
which pointed to his breast the dagger of his assassin.” And if
Col. Sharp was the origin of these new invented and grossly ag-
gravated calumnies, on the conduct and character of Mrs. Beau-
champ, (and from the evidence of Mr. Sanders and the statements
of Mrs. Sharp and Doct. Sharp, contradicting what Cel. Sharp
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then said, there is too mnch reason to believe he was,) and if to pro-
mote his yiews of aggrandizement and ambition, he used the situa. 1
tion and character of Mrs. Beauchamp, as a means and an instru-
ment to effect his ends, (and there is too much reason to believe hg
did,) and Jereboam O. Beauchamp, on becoming acquainted with
the facts, instead of prowling after him in the dark, and insidious.
ly reaching him, by a claim to his friendship and an appeal to his
hospitality, had, in the character of a proud, bold and magnani-
mous man, put him to death in the street in open day, and rested
for his justification on the justice aud feelings of mankind, the
world would never have convicted him of murder. If he dies fop |
the deed, under all the circumstances of his case, he will die, not

1 Somuch for the death of Col. Sharp, as for the manner of doing it!

' He will die, because, instead of being a proud, bold and mag-
nanimous man, he is a mean, cowardly, prowling and insidious
wretch! whose example of avenging such wrongs, renders society
unsafe and insecure. The wrong to Beauchamp and wife merit-
ed death to all who were engaged init. But when men outrage
the Jaws in the punishment of such acts, to be supported in it,
they must at least keep the chivalrous feelings of mankind on (heir
side.”

Here is an entire vindication of the murder of Col. Sharp, and
an invitation to some desperate friend of Mrs. Beauchamp to
inflict a like *“merited” punishment on Mrs. Sharp, myself, the
whole family and the friends of Col. Sharp, whom he has endeay- |
ored to coavict of this ‘wrong to Beauchamp and wife’! He had |
not then a particle of proof, that Col. Sharp had ever lisped to |
mortal man, that the ehild of Ann Cook was a negro, and he |
knew, that be had never procared a certificate to prove it; yet, it
was necessark that Beauchamp should be kept in the delusion |
which had been spread around him in the spring or cummer of
1825. Hence, he asserts what he knew to be false, and on that
assertion predicates a justification of Beauchamp. As 1o the
deserts of Col. Sharp, he pretends to agree with the murderer,
who thus speaks in his confession: ‘

Page the 26th, ¢1 thereforé, after the most mature delibera.
tion, resolved, if I should have to kill Cel. Sharp, in Frankfort, tq
do it secrgtlys  The world must now say as it will of this deter-
.mination, It is true, [ regretted to have to take this course; but
it was, (Decha being Governor and Sharp his fugleman,) the only
way which presented the possibility of my killing Col. Sharp in
Frankfort without certainly losing my own life for it. And
although I never regarded death much, yet I did not feel that |
was bound to observe any law, which regulates the reciprocal
conduct of men of honor, in my conduct towards Col. Sharp, or te
risque my own life by shooting him publicly, any more than I would
have felt bound to go publicly into an Indian town and shoot down

e
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opro- | the savage who had secretly crept to my house and murdered my

situa- defenceless children. For | had just as much reason to expect |
nstru- Desha would listen to the dictates of justice, were I to kill his o
ive hg chief, for worse than murdering my wife, as [ would to expect '

| with [, justice from infuriated Savages, if I bad shot their chief for taking i
dious. the life of my children.” ;

to hig| .« Extracts might be multiplied, showing how perfectly Beau-
Znani- champ agreed with Darby in the sentiment that Col. Sharp ‘merit-
rested ed death,) but the former, bold as he was, dared not 'to kill him
d, the publicly, because he feared that Governor Desha had not the :
es for | “chivalrous feelings” to pardon him!
€, not Darby says, Col. Sharp ought to have been murdered; but that s
ng it! it should haye been done in open doy in the street.. Beauchamp . f
mag- says, he ought to have been murdered; but that 1t ought to have
idious been done secretly in the dark.  They agree in the justice of the mur-
ociely der; but differ as to the time or manner in which it ought to have
merit: been committed. In this particular, Beauchamp bas followed
itrage |  Darby’s idea, except so far as he thought it necessary to deviate
Cincity for the purpose of excusing himself for murdering his viclim in
i their the dark. :
As to the motives which influenced Mrs. Sharp, myself and our
p, and friends in the course pursued by us after the murder, Beauchamp

np fo has copied Darby’s ideas precisely. In his publication of April
f, the the 15th, Darby says: * They [the family of Col. Sharp] wanted

ideay- to gmufy their pride, by attributing his death to politics, rather
e had| than detraction and adultery! And | have no doubt, from the
ved to | conduct exhibited at one period of this transaction, by Doct Shar
id hef and Doct. Scott and the whole family, that they would rather the
yet,it}  murderer of their husband, brother and friend, should escape the
lusion |  punishment of the law, than not, if they could only infuse a belief
ner of that Sharp fell a victim to the polmcal struggles of his country.
i that Their feelings of pride and vanity were caught with the idea
o the inculcated from the Argus and the faction, and they had neither
derer, virtue nor fortitude to withstand the temptation.”

See how completely Beauchamp adopts these ideas in his con-
ibera. fession!

rt, fg Page 56, he says: “Scarcely was Sharp buried, ere Kendall
deter- [Editor of lhe Argus] sounded the alarm lhroughoui the State,
; but that 1t was politics which bad caused the murdel, and charged
: only it plainly enough upon Sharp’s political opponents about Frank-
irp in fort. - 'lhlscmgjht the vanity of Doctor Sharp and Mrs. Sharp,
And to whose feelings it was mych more grateful for the world to say
hat [}  Col. .Jh'up, whom they worshipped, had fallen a martyr in’his
rocal country’s cause, and that be had been murdered for fear of his
,orte matchless abilities, than to say he deserved hisdoom, and fell by 7
vould the hand of private revenge, for a base seduction, dl]d adultery T

down and slander.”
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- The following passages are equally striking., In the same pub.
lication Darby says: :

“ Now, however, when facts and circumstances crowd upon them
and public opinion has settled the murder upon Beauchamp, the
join in that opinion. But still, to keep alive the wretched delu.
sion, that Sharp fell a victim to political causes, while they recog.

nize Beauchamp as the real murderer, they have entered into a

thousand absurdities, contradicted their own statements and acts,
and told numerous and unexampled falschoods; to excite a belief
that I am an accomplice.”

In his confession, page 58, Beauchamp says: « Finding an irre:
sistable prepossession in the public mind to believe me guilty,
upon the bare circumstance of Sharp’s base conduct towards m
wife, they found omnipotent truth would shine oul, and they never
could make the world believe but what I killed him.  For neither
the Sharps nor the leaders of the new Court faction, ever did
really doubt, for a moment, but what [ was guilty. Therefore,
they lashed me and the old Court party together, which, as T was
an old Court man, took for a time, and in fact convicted me., This
union of the old Court party and me, the new Court party effect-
ed, by connecting me with one Patrick H. Darby, who had edited
an old Court paper in Frankfort, called the Constitutional Advo-
cafe.”

So we have Darby agreeing precisely with Beauchamp as to
the motive of the murder, as to its justice, and as to the course pur-
sued by Mrs. Sharp, myself ‘and our friends, after that melancholy
event. Or rather, Darby fabricated a tale to extricate himself;
and Beauchamp has made its falsehoods the basis of his confes-
sion.

In some instances he has copied not only Darby’s sentiments,
but almost his very words. Darby in his publication of May the
27th, says: :

“The Argus, since the death of Col. Sharp, anc the Patriot,
since its commencement, have howled in piteous tones over his death
and his grave, uotil Jercboam O. Beauchamp is convicled of his
murder,” &c. :

Beauchamp, page 56, says: “Amos Kendall, Edifor of the
Argus and oracle of the new Court faction, had began already to
howt piteously over Sharp as a martyrin his country’s service,)’ &c.

In his publication of February the 17th, Darby said, “ we have
been informed, that when Doct. sharp f{irst entered the room and
saw his brother dead, in the presence of Mr. Bass, he exclaimed,
Beauchawmp is the villain that has murdered my brother.”

Beauchamp says, page 36, “Before I thought they could pos-
sibly have gotten word to the Doctor, he came running in, So
soon as he entered the room he exclaimed, greal God, Beauchamp
has done this; Talways expecied it.”
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5iihe Every word of ‘this is proyed to be false, by Mr. Bass, who was

' present and referred to by Mr. Darby; but he was able to pro-
hem cure some hearsay testimony, as false as lhg first assertion, tend-
hey " ing to prove its truth, and Bea'ucham[?, finding it in Darby’s pub- |
elu- lication, pretends tha_t he had listened in the alley, until I had been
cog- sent for to the other side of town and had got home, when he heard
toke 1 this exclamation! :

icte, Equally ready was he to copy from Darby as well bis falsehood
el asany thing which he thought might tend to disgrace me. Dar-

by, in his publication of April 29th, said, “that Mr. Lucas teld
L him, Doctor Sharp wanted energy; that he was crying about the
Ity country like a fool and afraid of being killed himself.”

"} . Reauchamp, page 101, says, “Doctor Sharp may spend his

rre-

‘n;{ t'h' brother’s estate, going, as his great friend Squire Lucas said of
her |§ him, “cryingabout the country like a fool and afraid of being
di killed himself,” in the endeavor to give colour to this base false-
yre; hood.”

it Here the wretch copies the very words of Mr. Darby, proving
hik L; that he had his publications before him when he wroie his confession;
e and against us, he is willing to make use of the fabrications of a
ted | man whom he has conclusively shown to be guilty of perjury. 1
could multiply analogous passages from Darby’s publications and

13 Beauchamp’s confession. - I could show the same abuse of the
5 Governor, of Col. Sharp, and of the new Court party; the same
¥ chain of assertion and argument; the same opinions; the same
Biv feelings; the same character. But enough has been given te
JL satisfy the reader, that Darby must have bad:beforehand, a per-
P fect knowledge of what Beauchamp’s confession would be, or the
confession itself is predicated on Darby’s publications. 1f Dar-
s, § by knew what Beauchamp’s confession would be, then, he had i
Lo seen Beauchamp before the murder,and perfectly knew the el
motives and feelings by which he was actuated. If he had po >
of, such knowledge, then Beauchamp has seized on his assertions and
ih | predicaled thereon a tale which he believed would revenge him-
hia self upon the family of Col: Sharp, the Governor and the new
Court party, and conciliate to his memory the old Court party,
ha upon the word of one of whom, he says he “surrendered up his life”! _
to That a large portinon of Darby’s publications, as well as their sec- |
A ond edition improved by Beanchamp, is entirely false, I not only |
= koow of my ownknowledge, but have proved in the course of this
5 publication. But in relation to Beauchamp’s confession, I have his 4
M ~ own declaration to the guard, just before he went to the gallows, : g
* | acknowledging it to be a lissue of falsehoods. The following is the B
&« | evidence of Mr. Edrington to that point: 3 1)
& “On the morning of the day that Beauchamp was hanged, I :
P asked him what he intended to do with all that he had written?

He told me that he had given all to his father, Lthen asked him, if
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liis father was going to have it printed? He told me, that he Liad
told his father, that the first six quires he had written was not true;
but there was about thirty pages he had written last, of which I
had seen a part. that he might have printed if he pleased. 1have
read the book that was published by Gervas 1. Hammond, as pur-
porting to be Beauchamp’s confession; but I know that part of his

last writing is not in that book, and have good reason to believe

that there is very little of what he said contained the truth print-
ed, except his letters and hers and the poetry:”

In addition to the evidence afforded by the book itself and the
facts I have exhibited, fixing its character, here is the express
declaration of Beauchamp himself, just before he went to the
gallows, that his confession was false.
it.  He told his father that it was false, eéxcept a few pages, and
those pages are suppressed; while the falsehood is given to the
world. I do not wish to wound the feelings of an afllicted old man;
but I musf say, that he has committed a greatiwrong upon the
memory of Col. Sharp, upon the feelings of his relations and
friends, and upon society. itself, by suffering to be published, as the

dying confession of his son, a tissue of slanders upon the dead and

the living, which he was told and knew to be wholly groundless

and false. He has committed an offeuce scarcely less reprehen-

sible, by suffering to be suppressed the only portion of the confes-
sion which bis son said was trge. I know that old Mr. Beauchamp
did not get it printed himself; bat with his knowledge of the
matter, be ought uever to have let it go out of. his own hands.
Rumor says, and I believe the fact to be, that he delivered the
manuscript into the hands of his son-in-law, Hammond, who sub-
mitted it to al least two Lawyers, who were zealous old Court
partizans, in the Green river country. Finding that it contained
matter which might operate injuriously to their opponents in polis
tics, although they knew most of it {o be false, they advised its
publication. Bat they charged Hammond not to let the Editors
of the Argus or any printer of the new Court party print this
work, or even see 1t before it was printed.  With this injunction,
as I learn that Hammond himself said, he came to Frankfort to
consult about printing it. - What was done here I know not: but
he finally got it printed in Bloomfield. Bat not only was the

truth withheld and the falsehood put into the hands of the printer,

bat this tissue of lies was altered and parts expunged. The print-
er himself says, ina certificate al the end of the book, “some hard
expressions against individuals were soflened or expunged.” False as
itis, it is not therefore Beauchamp’s Confession; but its language is

'~ such as it has been thought proper to put into Lis mouth after his

death!
Such are the means which have been used to blacken the memao-
ry, of Col. Sharp and destroy his sarviving family and friends.

But thisis not the worst of
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‘Beauchamp’s tale, made almost entirely out of Darby’s vindictive
publications, though acknowledged to be false by the murderes
himself, just as he was about to step into eternity, is given to the
world upon the advice of old Court Lawyers, and he is not. per-

mitted to tell even his admitted lies in his own language, lest,
erchance, their very extravagance should lead to a detection!

The dead and the living, almost every witness in the cause, and the
| whole political party to which those lawyers behind the scenes are

opposed, are thus traduced and libelled in the name of a dead

man, in relation to whom the injured party can receive neither

semedy nor revenge! Thus has thismiserable wretch been found

L to be an useful tool, both living and dead, and while some secretly
{ exult in the impunity with which they stimulated him to the dread-
[ ful deed, others feel a satisfaction equally malignant, in the use
they were enabled to make of him, even after his death, in pros
 trating men and measures which they hated.

@ D .

CHAPTER XIIL

| easons why Beauchamp acquatted Darby—Correction and recapitula-

tion of the evidence, tending 1o prove Darby’s gull.

Bosvcname’s acquittal of Darby in relation to any participa-

tion in the murder of Col. Sharp, has made a strong impression
upon the country, and induced many to think that he is mnocent.

But to couvince me of that fact, in the face of all the evidence

fnow known to exist tending to prove his participation, directly or

indirectly, will require something stronger than the assertions of
aman who has made up a dying confession eutof Darby’s publi-
ations and afterwards admitted it to be whally false. I perceive

asuflicient motive for the acquittal of Darby, without supposing

him innocent. Beauchamp was a violent old Court partizan, and
a3is proved by a number of certificates and by his confession, had
the same bitter feelings towards Col. Sharp, the Governor and

{the whole new Court party, that were entertained by the most

vindictive of his party.
He was also revengeful for every real or supposed persop-

{al injury, whether merited or not, as 1s proved by his abuse of

Mrs. Sharp and her family, as well as every witness who testified

ligainst him on his trial.

He had two feelings to gratify—political and personal hatred.
for a short period, the love of life and the hope of a pardon, over-
tame these feelings, and he made a confession which implicated
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{
Darby and a few others of the old Court party in the murder, lf)“
But in_ a little time, the hope of operating on the Governorand D
his friends, by such means, entirely failed. = The principal lawyen| bi
of the old Court party, who had engaged in prosecuting him| 2
had declined doing so. One of .them had volunteered to save his
wife from trial, although they knew her to be as guilty as he wag| p¢
and through the agency of men of that party she was set at liber| 10
ty. Some of them vindicated her character, palliated bis crime| L
declared that Col. Sharp deserved death, and even justified his
murder in all but the manner of committing it! Among thatf Bi
party, originated the petitions for his pardon; and after he hadf * th
confessed the crime, some of them expressed hopes that he might} p¢
escape. He was fed by them with cake, wines and all manner df i
delicacies, while in jail, and after he had confessed the murder B
and from a hand directed by the same influence, he received a filgf B¢
with which he severed his chains. All the sympathy he receiveff .
came from that party, and with them were all his feelings. - at
By implicating Darby, he had made the murder, in some degree| 62
political, and cast a stigma upon his own party and friends. Hef ar
perceived how be could gratify both his kind and malignant feelf -
ings. ‘The acquittal of Darby would at once acquit his parlyjf ee
but he hated Darby for his treachery as much as he loved hi
_party for their kindness. While he acquitted him of the charg| th
of participating in the murder, for the sake of his party, he 1} at
venged himself on him, personally, by declaring bhim guilty df St
perjury, which every body already believed. He accomplishel| bj
another object. The newspapers had informed him, that Ms} to
Sharp, her family and friends, suspected Darby of being his accon ¢t
plice, and that the latter had already commenced a suit againlf It
them for alibel. For our politics, as well as the rigor with whisif €
we prosecuted him fo conviction, he hated us worse than he diﬂkfg
Darby. By granting him an acquittal, he would create in g} b
community an impression that he was innocent, and thus enablf di
him to harrass and destroy us.  After having revenged himself of
Darby, by covering him with charges of perjury, he was willinglf  bi
use him as an instrument of vengeance against us. To gratifyhif e
malignity against us and the new Court party, the more effectualf or
13, he takes ap Darby’s falsehoods and weaves them into his corf by
fession. Every man who has read that book, must perceive thef €€
difference of his feelings towards the new Court party, who kejlf
at a cold distance, viewing him with the horror which his crimf €
naturally inspired, and the old Court party, who were loadinghiff C
with favors and almost with eulogies. . While abusing Govemdlf
Desha, he even dares to insinuate, that had Tompkins been Goff P!
ernor he could have committed the crime in open day with entitf ™
impunity! By acquitting Darby of being an accomplice, aﬂ_d di
charging him with perjury, he gratified, at the same time, b
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political and personal hate, while he exonerated his own party

1urder| from suspicion. But I cannot consider this acquittal as proof of
sorandl Darby’s innocence, especially when I sum up the evidence against
awyers|  him, which [ shall now recapitulate and present to the reader in
g lim| acondensed form. : '
ave his Early in the year 1826, Darby had become 2 warm and loud
1e wa, political partizan. Col. Sharp bad already become very obnox-
itliber| ious to Darby’s party, and was talked of as a candidate for the
crimg| Legislature,
ied his The latter part of May, Darby attended the gale of lofs at
ng that Brandenburg, a town in Meade county, on the Qhio river. He
lie had] * thence returned to Frankfort, and about the last of May, as ap-
{ might| pears by his evidence on Beauchamp’s trial, he had a conversa-
nner off tion with Col. Sharp in the presence of Mr. Crittenden and Doct.
aurder| Brown, in which my brother said, it was * not his interést or incli-
d aflk] nation tobecome a candidate.”
ceived| . After that conversation, he went down to Hardin county, to

I attend the June termof the Circuit Court, and while there, as he
degregf 6ays in his evidence, he heard that Col. Sharp was a candidate,
s. Hel and spoke harshly of it.
wnt feelt © He afterwards came home anditook an active part in election-
parlyf eering and: making speeches against him.
ved hif He became. the. editor of a.newspaper and indulged freely in
charge| the abuse so. prevalent in his party against Col. Sharp’s motives
‘he 1¢] and.character. The.day preceding the murder, he called on Col.
uilty df  Sharp. and inquired: where some of: the inmates of’ the family lay,
iplished| by which he obtained information very necessary for the assassin .
at Ml to direct him 1o finding the room occupied by his victim. Beau-
‘accon] champ was seen going lowards Darby’s office, late in the night.
againil} It is notorious, that some person showed. Beauchamp the way to
h whithf  Col. Sharp’s house and bed-room.. Beauchamp says such was the

i he did}

fact. "Two persons were seen in front of his house a short time
before the murder; and two were heard te run by Mr. Bibb’s
directly after. :

Darby was silent as o his ever having seen Beauchamp.or heard

L him threaten Col. Sharp’s life, until after. Beauchamp had been
sent for and there was no doubt he would be brought back as a pris-.

oner. He then stated, that he had been introduced to Beauchamp
by William Allen, Esq. at the sale of lotsin Brandenburg, the pre-
ceding May; that Beauchamp asked him who were candidates in

Franklin county; that he replied Mr. Crittenden was outand he

expected Col. Sharp would be; that Beauchamp fell to abusing

Col. Sharp, and said, if he were elected, he should never. take, his seaé:

in the Legislature; that Mr. Allen told him Beauchamp was a des-
perate man and was very likely to execufe his threat. This state-

ment has been made by Capt. Charles P. Bacon on oath; and:
differs cssentially from the Brandenburg story, as herein before.
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detailed. Iwas misinformed as to Darby’s statement, until Capt.
Bacon was sworn in the Woodford Court.

When Beauchamp was brought to South Frankfort, Darby
called to see him, but did not seem to recognize him, and it ap-
peared that Beauchamp was elsewhere at the time of the sale of
fots in Brandenburg.

Immediately after this interview, Darby told Mr. Rowan, as the
latter has lately assured me, that Mr. Allen had told him at the
Hardin Circuit Court, in June 1825, that if Col. Sharp were elected,
Reauchamp would never let him take his seat in the Legislature.

In his evidence upon Beauchamp’s trial, he said that Thomas
Carrol had told him at that Coart, that if Sharp was elected, Bea-
champ would never let him take his seat in the Legislature.

If all he said was true, Darby heard as many as three times, as
early as May or June 1825, and ence from Beagchamp himself]
that if Col. Sharp should be elected at the succeeding election,
he was never to be suffered to take his seat in the Legislature, and
he was even told, that Beauchamp was very likely to execute his threat,

Soon after Beauchamp was brought back, it was understood,
that Benjamin Hardin, Esq. had engaged to aid in the prosecution,
Darby went to him, and in confidence, told him, thatin 1824 or 1825,
he had been at Beauchamp’s house, in pursuance of a request of
Beauchamp himself; that Beauchamp had consulted him upon
commencing a suit against Col. Sharp for meney, negroes and
lands, which had been promied on account of injuries done to
his wife, and on being told he could not recover, swore he would
come and shoot Col. Sharp in the street.

Nosooner did he learn that T had been informed of the threats
he had heard, thun he forgot where the conversation was, but said he
was trying to recollect.

Before the examining Court, or before the Grand Jury, or both,
he located the conversation in Duncan’s lane, in Simpson county,
alleging that he was riding by Duancan’s house and some person
called to him, when Beauchamp walked out and he got down from

- his horse and they walked to the well together.

On the final trial, he swore that it was at Duncan’s well, where
he had got down to drink, when Beauchamp came riding ap on a
small horse, with homespun clothes on.

No sooner was Beauchamp suspected and apprehended, than
Darby began to circulate a story on the pretended authority of
Dr. Scott or myself, that Col. Sharp, to secure his election, had'got
a certificate and circulated a report, that the child of which Ann
Cook, afterwards Mrs. Beauchamp, had charged him with being
the father, was a mulatto; and finally he asserted boldly, that it
was this fact commanicated to Beauchamp which induced him to
commit the murder. This was long before auy thing had been
heard from Mr. or Mrs, Beauchamp on thissubjéct. :
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pt. | Sabsequently, before Beauchamp’s trial, Mra. Beauchamp told { 1
Miss Dowell, in Simpson county, that Darby had been at their Fi
by house; and afterwards Beauchamp and his wife, in jail, in Frank- ;
ap- fort,said the same thing, and that from Darby himself, as well as
of from letters, they were informed that Col. Sharp had such a cer- &
tificate and was circulating such a report, thereby confirming o
e Darby’s statement to Hardin, that he had been at their house, and }
‘he his statement to the public, that this information had reached :
ed, Beauchamp and excited him against Col. Sharp.
Darby does, in his publications, justify the murder in all but
s 1§ the manney of committing it; and surely he who would justify a =
- murder after it is committed, would net be backward to advise it N
beforehand. :
as Mrs. Connell states, that on the Saturday night before the elec- i
A, 4 tiom in 1825, she heard a man say to two or three persons with i
m, § whom he wasin violent conversation under her window, that if e
nd ¥  Col. Sharp were elected, Beauchamp would never let him lake his seat e
afs in the Legislature, the very &entiment which Darby told Bacon e
»d, Beauchamp uttered to him'~—and Mrs. Connell is confident the B
m. 1 person whom she heard, was no other than Mr. Darby himself! e o
29, | Indeed, would be not be just as likely to convey Beauchamp’s e
of threat to his political friends before the election, as to Capt. Bacon e |
on % afler the murder! =
nd After the election, in walking the streets one night, General i
to 1 George Baltzell again heard the same fatal sentence, that Col. [
Jd= Sharp would never live to take his seat m the Legislature. [szedb
. From these facts, I think Darby may be tracked. 1 submit it % § ‘
s 4 {othe world, whether the following is not the true history of hig A
he ¥ course. While in Hardin county, in June 1825, he heard that o
§ Col. Sharp wasacandidate. With his characteristic disposition _f}
i, to be foremost in every thing, he mounts his horse ‘and rides to fof l; |
¥ § Beauchamp’s for the purpose of procuring the means of destroy- foity fg !
oh - % ing the character and preventing the election of Col. Sharp. He e
m 4 had some where picked up the story of the black child, and to [-5¢i 2
exasperate Beauchamp, fold him that Col. Sharp had not only f
re ¥ sold himself to the new Court faction, but to ward off the charge -~ '
a ¥ of seduction in relation to his wife, had got a certificate and was ]
circulating a rumor, that the child was a mulatto, for which, as f
in he says inone of his publications, he “merited death’ ! Beauchamp “
of ¥ isthus enraged, rejects all propositions for an attack on Col.
ot Sharp, on account of his wife, in newspapers and handbills, de-
in ¥ clares that he will take his life, and that if elected ke shall never take
g his seat in the Legislature. Beauchamp immediately writes to Col.
it Sharp the forged letter of the 27th of June, in the name of Zebu-
to lon X. Yantis, fo ascertain when he can have a fair opportunity _
in to execute his murderous intention. Darby returns home and : ;
tells some- of his political friends, that if Col. Sharp is elected, '
’ |
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Beauchamp will never let him!take his seai in the Legislature. Heis
elected; the session approaches; to-morrow he is to take his seat;
but the fell assassin, true to his word, calls him from the arms of
an affectionate wife and strikes himdead! Let who can, meditate

_on these facts-and pronounce Darby innocent.

The falsehoods and contradictions of this man are the natuaral
effects of guilt and fear. Why did he tell Bacon he had seen
Beauchamp at Brandenburg? He knew if he told him he had
been at Beauchamp’s house, the natural inquiry would be, what
business had you there? But he thought he could trust Mr. Hardin,
then a friend and leader of his party, with this secret, and he tells
him confidentially. As soon as he found it was disclosed to me, he
had forgot where the conversation was, and first said and then
swore, that he never was at Beauchamp’s house at all! He said,
he had mistaken Jackman’s house for. Beauchamp’s, Jackmap’s
wife for Beauchamp’s, and Jackman himself for Beauchamp. Un-
luckily for him, Mrs. Jackman was not at all like Mrs. Beaychamp,
and Jackman’s house was not built in 1824, when he said this
mistake occurred! Butin June 1825, Jackman’s house was new,
having been built in the latter part of the preceding winter, and
Darby doubtless observed it when he went to Beauchamp’s. But
even then, Jackman’s wife was not like Beauchamp’s wife, as Dar-
by described her to Hardin, and his attempt at explanation, only

roves, that his visit to Beauchamp was in 1825, after Jackman’s
ﬁouse was built, and not in 1824, as he pretended.

It is remarkable also, that his tale was entirely changed as to the
cause of the murder. To Bacon he said, that the conversation
between him and Beauchamp, was about politics or about the
candidates in Franklin county. It was oniy when he was told
that it was expected Col. Sharp would be a candidate, that
Beauchamp began to threaten, and then he said, if he was elected
he should never take his seat in the Legislaturé. There was
nothing said of land, negroes or money, as the ground of the threat.
The idea that the murder had sprung from politics, had then just
taken wind; but had not made much noise. This tale of Darby
to Bacon, the first he told, would have proved the murder to be
clearly a political one. The time too, at whieh hg had heard the
threat, May or June 1825, w ben party rage had assumed an aspect
the most ferocious, would have rendered a conversation of this
kind, between two such men as Darby and Beauchamp, doubly
suspicious. He, therefore, to take il out of politics, both in time
and matter, thrusts back the threat into the year 1824, and fabri-
cates the tale that Beanchamp was consulting him about a suit for
land, negroes and money, a tale which never reached another
mortal ear, and threatened Col. Sharp because he could not recov-
er. He well knew the threat was made in a political conver-
sation, and that the murder had in it more of politics than of
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vengeance; but it was necessary for him to save himself and his
associates. Scarcely bad he told this story to Bacon, afirm old
‘Court man, when he comes out with the most horrible denuncia-
tionz against the Editors of the Argus and all who dared to insin-
uate that politics might be mingled with the motives of the mur-
derer, when he knew their suspicions were well founded, becaunse
he had conversed with Beauchamp on the subject! Never was
there a man who lied and swore so much for the leaders of his
party, and never was there a notorious villaiz who had so many
apologists and supporters among men called respectable. Not
a man dare undertake to vindicate his ¢ruth, whether on ocath or
not; many believe him an accomplice in murder; and yet he is
received into some decent society, and is able to make as formid-
able ‘an array of counsel in our courts of justice, to rob of theis
money, those whom he has robbed of that which is much dearer,
as in better times would have volantarily appeared in defence of
the affiicted widow and unprotected orphans! :

1 will here add a few words relative to Darby’s conduct to-
wards Mrs. Sharp and myself. Darby’s vieit on the day pre-
ceding the murder, his conduct and character, induced Mrs. Sharp
to think from that morning, that Darby was an accomplice in the
crime; but she was induced by the entreaties of her friends to
be silent. His contradictions and falsehoods strepgthened her
convictions and induced many others to coincide with her in opin-
ion. * The suspicions entertained reached Darby’s ears in January
1826; but not a word had been said of them 1n the newspapers.
In his own paper of the 17th of February succeeding, Darby
came ont with a long attack on Mrs. Sharp, myself, Doct. Scott
and the friends of the family, coupling the whole with the new
Court party, and interweaving enough of politics to catchthe ear
of hisown pariy. Inthis piece, he charges Mrs. Sharp and her
family with falsehood and concealing evidence for the purpose of
giving a wrong direction to public opinion, by making the world
believe that Col. Sharp had fallen a victim to politics, rather than
private vengeance. These charges, as foul as they were false,
added poignancy to Mrs. Sharp’s affliction, and determined her,
without consulting mortal man, to throw herself for protection,
against this assassin of character, upon the justice of her country,
as she had for the punishment of the active assassin upon that
country’s Courts. She knew the falsehood of Darby’s tale, and
with that koowledge, she could not but view itas an altempt to
shield himself from merited punishmeat, by forestalling public opin-
ion in relation to the true causes of the murder. In the simplicity
of her sense of right and justice, she thought the whole weorld, on
knowing what she did, would rise up with one accord to protecé
her from the persecution of her husband’s murderers, and inflict on
them merited punishment. This waa the source and causa of her
publication against Mr. Darbys.
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in that paper, she took a special care to foreclose the idea that
she attributed that crime.to the party opposed to her husbands
She only maintained, that some of the worst of that party, from
political and other motives, had planned and executed the deed.
The following is the forcible language in which she disavows all
such intentions: .

“ Heaven knows, my bosom entertains no political animosities.
Many. of those who differed with my husband in political opinions,
were his warmest personal friends, and feel the deepest sorrow at
his loss. The greatest numberof my own relatives and friends,
belong to the party which he opposed.. Can it be believed, that
it is my desire to identify all these individuals, the dearest friends
of my husband and myself, with his slanderers and murderers?
No, noj; I feel that there are few, very few persons, in our country
or any other, who could stain their hands in the blood of the in-
nocent, the excellent, the highly gifted man, who was the victim
of the most horrible passions. No; I do not impute his death t6
a party. Butl can easily conceive how it is the intergst of Dar-
by to create the impression that I wish to implicate the whole
party to which he belongs. It may be useful to him to enlist
their feelings in /is controversy, and by their powerful support,
ward off the blow of justice which might otherwise fall with just
vengeance on his own head,”

After having given the grounds of her suspicions, i.: relation to

arby, she proceeds to say:

“Ltrust I have now been sufficiently explicit, to prevent my sus
picions from being any longer attached to the whole of a respect-
able party. I wish to separate the guilty from the innocent, and
deprive the vile slanderer of the support which he expects, by
enlisting a powerful party in his favor.” TR

Notwithstanding these positive declarations, that Mrs. sharp
did not charge the old Court party with this murder, and suspected
only some of the worst men of that party, yet did Darby proclaim
that it was charged upon that party, and in this assertion, noto-
riously as false as his contradictory statements about his inferview
with Beauchamp, did the leaders of his party sustain him. By
their power and influence was he enabled to make his own cause
a party question, and to procure a support, without which he must
immediately sink into infamy, if he had not been punished for
his crimes. Nay; multitudes of people, who never saw Mrs.
Sharp’s publication or the publicalions of her friends, but took up
their opinions from Darby’s paper or those of his fellow laborers,
believe to this day, that in Mrs. Sharp’s. publication and 1n the
articles in the Argus, the whole old Court party were charged with
the murder of Col, Sharp, when the ground always taken was,
that1t was imputable to a fewbad men of that party.” Beauchamp

was an old Court man as well as Darby. Who of that jparty felt
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offended or wronged when Beauchamp wassuspected? Why should
they have been sensitive when Darby was suspected?

But I will not dwell on this point.  Suffice it to say, that Darby
had the curning to make his cause, for the time, that of his party.
A few of the leaders still cling to him, while the grealer mass of
that party have given him up. Not satisfied with their political
trinmph, a few men are now using this villain to destroy Mrs.
Sharp, myself and some of our {riends, because we dared to ex-

_press our honest suspicions. If nobody had expressed their sus-
picions of Beauchamp, would he ever have been apprehended ot
punished? No man can deny, that the evidence against Darby is
stronger than that against Beauchamp when he was committed
for further trial. Nay; to my mind, it is as conclusive as was that
against Beauchamp when he was sentenced to the gallows! = Mrs.
Sharp believed him guilty, but was silent, She saw him assail, not
only the character .of her beloved husband, but her own truth and
integrity, and then it was that she spoke out. Can she be blamed
by the just or the good? Am [or herfriends censurable? I know
we are not. On earth we may fail in obtaining that justice which
1sour due; but we know there is redress in Aeaven.

of the guards, William M’Intosh and Benjamin Edrington, which
have been referred to in the foregoing pages, with some ethers
which have reférente to the subject.

J4 AN WINTOSH’S STATEMENT.

' _Being requested by Doctor Sharp, 1, John M'Intesh, jailer of
| Franklin county, having had the custody of J. O. Beauchamp from
| the time he was brought a prisoner to Frankfort, until his execu-
| tion for the murder of Col. Solomon P. Sharp, do affirm and say:

That I was present in the room with J. O. Beaachamp'and wife,

| when the former first confessed the murder of Col. Sharp to his

uncle, Jereboan Beauchamp, and that I heard him say, in that
. confession, that Patrick H. Darby was concerned with him in that

| murder.

That both Beauchamip and his wife often told me, that Darby
was at their house twice, and once staid one night, and that in
these visits, or one of them, the murder of Col. Sharp was concerted.

That they told me they had received two or three letters from
Darby, and an anonymous letter enclosing a handbill, which pur-
ported to have been prepared by Col. Sharp, in which he vindi-
saled himself from the charge of seduction, by publishing a cer-

I'hereto annex the statements of the jailer, John M’Intosh, and _
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fificate that the child which Ann Cook, then Mrs. Beauckamp, had
charged to him, was a mulatio; and that previous to the receipf
of the handbill, he had no ill feelings against Col. Sharp.

That they told me they had concealed one of these letters in a
bag of dried fruit, whence Mrs. Beauchamp toek it out and burnt
it, on the mightof her husband’s return from Frankfort.

That they told me other letters on this subject were concealed
in a bed, and that on the evening Mrs. Beauchamp had been taken,

she directed a servant to rip open the bed, take them out, and

burn them,

That at all times and under all circumstances, when conversing |

on this subject, Beauchamp persisted in the declaration that he
had received a letter or letters from Frankfort, stating that Col,
Sharp had declared that the child was a mulatto, which had in-
duced him to commit the murder; and on the way to the gallows,
he told me he had, since receiving the letter, seen the man who
had written it, and had learnt from him the particulars of the cob-
versation with Col. Sharp, which had occasioned his writing the
letter. v

That in his first confession, he said he had buried the knife with
which he had committed the murder, in 4 lot not far from the

Governor’s house; that, guided by his description of the place, |

Mt. B. Edrington went to hunt it’; that he discovered it had been
found by Mr. Wade, who occupied the lot, in spading up his gar-
den in the spring; that Mr. Edrington brought the knife to me;

that I went to the window of the jail with it, and was beginning |

to describe it to Beauchamp, when he stopped me, and without

. seeing it, gave a minute and accurate description of ity even to

the manner in which it was ground and a worm hole in the handle;
that on his request, I took him out, and he went to the spot where
the knife was found, and put his stick upon it so accurately, that

Mr. Wade said he could not have designated it more correctly

himself, and said there was where he had buried it.

‘That Beauchamp often said, Doctor Sharp had done him more
injury than Col. Sharp, and that he was inclined to kill him, but
was dissuaded from it by his wife; and under the gallows, he said
the intention was to kill Doctor Sharp, but he hoped God would

prevent it.

" That Beauchamp often teld me, the handkerchief found at Col. |

Sharp’s door, had been tied around the cuff of his coat, covering
his hand, with the knife pierced through it to prevent the blood
from flying on his hand or sleeve; that he had dropped it, he knew

not how, in the room or at the door, and that he was in the alley

searching for it when Gen. South came to the gate and tried to
et in. -

That Beauchamp often told me, Darby had written to him re-|

questing him to make out such a statement of facts, in his wife’s
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case, as he was ‘willing should be used against Col. Sharp, and
that Beauchamp, in reply, informed him, they shounld not use his
wife’s name, in connection with hes former shame, before the
public, and that the man who did it, should die forit; but so far
as Col. Sharp had ventured in that matler, he would make him
account for it himself. S

That Mrs. Beauchamp persisted in declaring that Darby had
been at their house—this declaration she made even on the even-

.ing on which they took the laudantum, and that the Governor re-

fused the respite; and requested that Col. Beauchamp, his uncle,
should then take her deposition.to prove that fact, contending that
she intended todie with her husband, and that it was important for
him to prove that by -heroath; and that Beauchamp, the day after
they had taken the laudanum, stated to me, at two different times,
that Darby was guilty of a participation in the murder.

That Beauchamp frequently told me, that others, whose names
he did not intend to mention, had meddied in this matter.

That Beauchamp said Mrs. Sharp’s evidence was as correct, in
the main poiats, as he could have given it himself; that he said he
had sent the piece produced on the trial by Lowe, out of the jailin
some socks, wrapped up in an old coat, to his wife, by his father;
he said his father had no knowledge of what he was taking out,
neither do I believe he had; and that he always stated to me,
that no person knew any thing of that document but himself,
until it reached his wife, and his reasons for preparing it for Lowe,
as he stated, were that Lowe had once voluntarily sworn fo a
lie for him before a Magistrate.

That Beauchamp corresponded with his wife, before his trail,
in a cypher, which I did not understand.

That I always told Beauchamp he had no pardon to expect,
and ought to prepare to die; that he aniformly said he did not
expect a pardon, unless the Governor should be satisfied there was
no law to hang himj; that he finally concluded not to ask for a
pardon, but only for a respite; that his father told me he should

~ apply for a pardon, to satisfy his mother, but had no hope of suc-

cess; that while he was preparing what is called his first confes-
sion, implicating Darby, he told me he was preparing another
more at large; that fora long time he abused the old Coust party
in the strongest terms; but when his hopes of pardon or respite
became faint, he told me he ““had been new Court long enough;, and
would die an old Court man.”

That many of the old Court party visited him at the jail; and

that wine, and various other liquors, cake, and such other luxuries,
were sent to himand his wife in abundance, from the free use of
which, Mrs. Beauchamp very much improved in health and ap-
pearance, while in jail. Letters were written_to them through
the Post-Office, which 1 delivered sealed, and sometimes Beau-

.
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champ would hand them to me to read, and at others did not,
The persons who fed them with luxuries, were wholly the friends
of Mr. Darby. '

That many of the new Court party alsn visited them, but that,
except Col. Beauchamp, not ene of those whom Darby has charged
with conspiring with them, against him; nor did one of them send
wine, cake or other Inxuries; nordid ene of them write them letters,
sealed or open, or held any intercourse with them, either directl
cr indirectly, so far as ] know or believe. 1 delivered all the
letters he wrote to the Governor, except the last, and I know that
no answer was returned, either verbal or written, to any of them,
Nor do I believe he ever had any ‘inducement held out to him to
implicate the old Court party. ‘

I'saw Mrs, Beauchamp about twenty yearsago; I then supposed
ber to be eighteen or twenty years old, ~ She told me, when in jail,
she was upwards of thirty-six. Isupposed her to be forty. She was
of slender form, and I think dark eyes and dark hair, fair skin, a
middling long slender nose, rather alarge forehead, mouth rather
large, with upper foreteeth all artificial, low chin, face tapering
downwards, inclined to be stoop-shouldered, not much, if any,
appearance of breasts, about ninety pounds weight, and was, to
me, by no means a desirable looking woman. She was affected
in her utterance, even to childishness. She some times conversed
upon novelg, in which she seemed to be well read, The most part
of the time she was in jail, she was in good health, ate heartily,
and caonversed freely, and seemed to have a lively flow of spirits.

Her husband told me that she did not believe in a future state of f

existence, though she ofien spoke of going o heaven with her
husband. In theirintercourse with the preachers, they pretended
to be penitent, I say pretended, because their conduct was very
different in the absence of the preachers. And further, whilst
under these pretended feelings, and a very short time before the
day of his execution, he, for a very small offence of one of my
servants, became enraged, cursed and swore, and used very pro-

fane and vulgar language. At times he affected to be converted, .

| e

After they had taken the laudanum, and 1t had failed of the de-

sired effect, he expressed great contrition for attempting self §
~ murder. Said that it was the greatest crime of his life; but that

God had forgiven that and all the rest of his sins, Mrs. Beau-
champ said but little in her last hours. It was apparent, thatall |

bis sorrow and repentance were feigned, to throw us off our guard,
that they might accomplish their purposes more effectually.

- Whilst on the way to the gallows, B. said he had some compunc-

tion at taking his own life, but that from her deistical principles,
his wife bad no scruple on that subject,

JOHN MINTOSH.
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WILLIAM RINTOSH’S STATEMENT. :

The undersigned was employed by his brother, the jailer of

Franklin county, to aid in guarding J. O. Beauchamp, and was
often with him in jail, and almost constantly at the jail during his
confinement after his conviction. Being requested by Doctor
Sharp, he stales:

That he frequently heard Mr. and Mrs. Beauchamp say, after
the latter was convicted of the murder of Ceol. Sharp, that P. H.
Darby had been at their house and concerted with them the mur-
der of Col, Sharp.

That he heard them say repeatedly, that Beauchamp had re«
ceived letters from Frankfort relative to Col. Sharp, one of which
enclosed a handbill purporting to have been published by Col.
Sharp, in which was inserted a certificate, that the child charged
to him by Mrs, Beauchamp, was a coloured child. ‘

That they stated several letters on this subject were concealed
in a bed, and that on the evening Mrs. Beauchamp was taken, she
gave directions toa negro woman fo rip open the bed, take them
out and burn them.

That on the night Col. J. Beanchamp went with aletter fromJ.

0. Beauchamp to the Governor, asking for a respite, and after his
return with information that no respite would be granted, Mr. and

| Mrs. Beauchamp persisted in the declaration that Darby had been

at their bouse, and both of them begged their uncle to take her
deposifion, to be read in Darby’s suit agamst him, alleging that
they intended to die together, and the day after they had taken
the laudanum, they still affirmed that Darby was guilty.

That Beauchamp said, Darby had written to him requesting
bim to make out a statement of such facts, relative to his wife and
Col. Sharp, as he was willing to have used before the public, and
that he informed him, in reply, they should not use his wife’s name
in such a contest, and the man who did it, should die for it; but

that he would hold Col. Sharp accountable for what he had done}

bimself.

That Beauchamp often declared Doctor Sharp had done him
more injury than Col. Sharp, and he was disposed to kill him, bu¢
was persuaded out of it by his wife.

That Beauchamp stated he had the handkerchief mentioned on
- the trial, wrapped around bis hand and the cuff’ of his coét, with

the kmfe through it when he committed the murder, to prevent
the blood from flying on his hand; that he had dropped it in the
house or in the alley; that he was huntlng for it in the alley when
General South came to the gate and tried to push it open, and

that it was fortunate for the General that he did not get in, as

he should certainly have killed him.
That Beauchamp often said, that individuals, whom be should
uever name, had a hand in producing this murder.
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‘That Beauchamp said, Mrs. Sharp had given an account of the
murder, in her testimony before the Court, as straight as he could
do it himself. : ’

That Beauchamp stated, he had prepared the piece for Lowe
to swear by, against Darby and "others, because Lowe had once
sworn a lie for him before a magistrate, and he thought would
swear any thing for him; that he sent it to his wife, by his father,

concealed in some socks which were wrapped up in other clothes;

and that he never suggested the idea that any one aided him in
preparing the paper, or encouraged him to it, or knew of it,

That many of the old Court party visited Beauchamp and wife
in jail, and some sent them wine, cake and other luxuries.

That many of the new Court party also visited them; but none
of those whom Darby has charged with conspiring with Beau-
champ against him, ever did visit them; that none of that party
sent them wine, cake orother luxuries, so faras 1 know or believe,
or held any private intercoarse with them, except only J, Beau-
champ, his uncle. :

That Beauchamp’s father said he should apply to the Governor
for a pardon, to satisfy his mother, but had no hope of success.

I was left in charge of the jail during the day, and was partic-
ularly charged by my brother not to let any person visit Beau-

¢hamp unless he was present, which charge was strictly com- |

lied with, avery few instances excepted, and then I was constante
y with them. It was impossible that any interviews could be had
with Beauchamp during the day, without the knowledge of
myself or my brother, unless the walls were scaled in my absence.
Whenever 1 was absent a few minutes, I locked the door that leads
into the jail yard and put the key in my pocket. :
< WILLIAM MINTOSH.
Frankfort, March 6th, 1827. :

A STATEMENT OF BENJAMIN EDRINGTON,

One ofithe guard that guarded J. O. Beauchamp the principal part of

the time he lay in jail and all the time after he was condemed to dic.

1 have no doubt but he told me as much of the particulars con-
gerning what led him to the murder of Col. 8. P. Sharp,as he did
to any other person whom he had not been acquainted with before
he was brought back to Frankfort, apprebended for the murder; as
he got to believe, after his first trial, that I was not so prejudiced
against him but'l could do him justice, and although I had, in
syery conversation with him, told him, that I did believe he was
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the man that killed Sharp, but could not c¢énceive the c¢ause thaf
led him to it. Inasmach as he married his wife with a full

- knowledge of all the facts, that certainly was not the main cause.

He then solemnly declared to me, that he never had an anpleas-
ant thought against Sharp on the account of his wife’s affair with
Sharp, before he married herand long after, and after he confess-
ed that he did-kill Sharp, I then asked him, how he could tell me
that he never had an unpleasant thought against Sharp on that
account? He then told me, in presence of his wife, that he never
had, before his marriage nor after, until Darby brought the hand-
bill down to his house and told him of the cerfificate in circulation
in the neighborhood of Frankfort, of the child that his wife had
before he married her, was a black one.  He said that so enraged
him, to think that Sharp, in order to clear himself of the stain,

‘would attempt to heap that double reproaeh upon his bosom com-

panion, that he then swore he would go to Frankfort and kill him
publiclyin the street; but he saic Darby, with all his eloquence,
insisted that he should not, do that; for he certainly would be
hanged for it, if he did, He said he would kill him publicly and
plead justification; but Darby told bim, that Sharp was too popu-
lar at Frankfort, and that if be killed him there, and was tried
there, he surely would be condemned, and told him by no means
to risk hislife by killing Sharp publicly, but to kill him privately.
She, Mrs. Beauchamp, then told me, that she joined Mr. Darby
and went on her knees to her husband to take Darby’s advice.
She then observed to me, that her husband had done no more than
you (alluding to me) would have done, or any other man of spirit,
that loved his wife; saying at the same time, that she had come of
one among the best familiesin Virginia, and had passed in the
first circle of life, until thataccident or misfortune had befell:-her.

He had at this time made his confession and wrote a quire or

two of paper in order to have it published and circulated, in hopes

thereby to gain.a respite or a reprieve, so far as to spare his life
and banish him from the United States. He first put the manu-
script iato the hands of his uncle, J. Beauchamp, to have printed;
bat his uncle failed. He thenlet J. H. Holeman have the manu-
script to examine, but he returned it and refused to publish it.
He then put at me to take it and have it published and circulate
it through the State. His wife appeared very anxious for me to
undertake the business. 1 then went into the jail with them, to
examine what he had written, and heard him read it, and then ex-
amined ,it myself, and when I was done, I teld him I could not
undertake it. He asked why? I told him, because I did not
believe that it contained the whole truth, He theo whispered to
his wife, and after he stopped, she then tried to bribe me to let ber

husband out of jail, He expressed that he had not any hope ot-

escape in any other way. This, I think, must have beern a month
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before he was hanged, or more. In her persuasions with me ot
the subject of taking her husband out of jail, she urged that I had
itin my power to save her husband, who was not prepared to die.
1 told her that her busband did oot think of that when he went to
kill Sharp.

Beauchamp also stated to me, at different times, how he lost the
handkerchief at Sharp’s, that was found at the door and lost by
the guard as they brought Beaachamp back to Frankfort. He
gaid, that he had tied it round his hand and wrist, to prevent the
blood from getting on his clothes, and as Sharp was in the act of
falling, he threw up his hand and caught the handkerchief that
he had around his bead, and in trying to save the one that was on
his head he lost the one that was on his hand, and after he got out
of the house, he found he hadlost it.  He then returned into the

house again, and was in the house when they came in at the door

with the candle. He then went into the alley and hunted there
until some person came to the gate. He then ran down the alley,
got over the fence and took the street by G. M. Bibb’s; kept down

to the corner and turned up the street passing Weisiger’s tavern,

until he came to the street that runs by the palace. After going
that street some distance, he left the street and turned towards
the hill, and hid the knife that he killed Sharp with, by sticking it
in the ground I'told him I would go and find it. He told me he
wished I would. [then wentand told B. Hickman, that I thought
I could find the knife that Beauchamp killed Sharp with. He
asked me where? 1 told him where Beauchamp said he hid it.
He then told me, that there had beena knife found there by Mr.
Wade, as he understood. We then went to Wade and got the
knife, and when Beauchamp heard that the knife was got, he told
M’Intosh that if it was the koife, there was a hole in the handle
like a worm hole, and thatit was a small butcher kaife, with a bone
handle. When [ went to the jail that evening, M’Intosh asked
me, if there was a hole in the handle? 1 told him I did not know.
Next morning, when I went home, I got the knife .and found it
precisely as he described it.

In several conversations with Beauchamp, after he was con-
demued, he told me, that Mrs. Sharp’s evidence was as correct, in
the general as he could have told it himself, and Joel Scott’s dlSO,
except he was out twice, instead of once; that the first time he
went out, he wasshown Sharp’s house, and which room he lodged
‘in. He then went back and dressed himself for the murder; that
he did not wear any shoes when he went the last time to commit
the muarder.

I asked Beauchamp, after he confessed that Darby was nof with
him the night he killed Sharp, why it was, that he spoke so hard
of him? He said, because every word that he said in his tcatx
mony against hlm, was false,
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Onb the morning of the same day that Beauchamp was hanged, i
i asked him what he intended to do with all that he had written?
'¢ 1 He told me that he had given all to his father. Ithen asked him, if
his father was goingto have it printed? He told me, that he had
told his father, that the first six quires he had written'was not true:
but there was about thirty pages he had written last, of which I
Jp | had seen a part, that he might have printed if he pleased. Ihave
he | read the book that was published by Gervas S. Hammond as pur-
“of | porting to be Beauchamp’s confession ; but I know that part of his
| last writings is not in that book, and have good reasons to believe,

s | that there isvery little of what he said contained the truth print-
on- & . - 3
,ut I ed, except his letters and hers, and the poetry.

he | It hasgenerally been thought, that the reason why young Jerry
. i could forgive all men but his uncle Jereboam Beauchamp, was,

‘o5 |thatbis uncle had flattered him with a hope of a pardon, and had
g { deceived him; butthat is not the truth, as [ well know, and there
;':'x; g none but myself that knows the true cause of his malice against
. ‘his uncle; and for that reason I do not choose to state it here, but -

he  Jam ready,atall times, to satisfy any that have a particular desire
'dgs { to know the cause, ;

e | have read the statements of John M’Intosh and his brother,
he fandso far as the statements of the different facts come within my
ht  |knowledge, they are true, and the greater part of each statement
e |0f the facts therein, I was eye witness to.

e BENJAMIN EDRINGTON.
1r,

oo f

ed 2 LETTER TO MRS. SHARP.

it 1 ‘ : Aprin 27TH, 1827.

4 Dear Madam : :

| The anxious and tender solicitude, with which you cherish
i the memory of your deceased and ever to be lamented husband,
s0, |nd the zeal with which’ you seem determined to vindicate his
he [memory from detraction, are strongly portrayed in your letters,
od  Jo which this is intended as an answer. They are sentiments
at  {Phich have theirsanction in the finest impulses of the human heart,
jit  |¥cite our sympathy and command our respect.  The policy of
Jour request, “that his surviving friends should make out, for pub-
th  flicationty a statement of their opinion of his public and private
rd  Jtharacter,” we cannot but think somewhat equivocals for there
ti- {84 justice in public sentiment, which forbids the spirit of detrac-
: lion to invade or profane the sanctity of the tomb, and inflicts
Infamy upon all whe shall dare to violate its sacred injunction.
‘ S. :

.
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Upon this Just and humane sentiment of mankind, we think the
friends and relatives of Col. Sharp might safely rely. We know,
however, and appreciate your feelings. Your bereavement was
one of no ordinary character. The sorrows inflicted upon you,

by the premature and tragical death of Col. Sharp, should not
have been aggravated by calumnious imputations upon his memo- |
ry. Detraction, however malignant, ought to have forborne “fa |

break the bruised reed.” We cannot; therefore, advise you fo
decline the vindication of his memory, which you contemplate;
norcan we, without doing ln;usnce to our own feelings, and inflicl-
ing agony upon your s Pcrmbllmc decline to make out the expres
sion, which you solicit, of ouropinion of Col. Sharp’s character.

We have known Col. Sharp (most of us) intimately daring the

last twenty yearsof his life.. Asa lawyer, he had few equals and
no superior in the State. As a statesman, he was highly distin-

guished. His patriotism was .acknowledged by all; his talents

were denied by none. For the duties of his profession, he had |

peculiar aptitudes. 'The powers of his very vigorous mind were
most happily balanced. He consequently pos:e~sed an elevated,
a serene, and almost imperturbable equanimity. He never, by
his manner of discussing a case, inflicted pain apon the adverse
party, his witnesses or counsel. Though capable of high elo-
quence, he rarely indulged in declamation. He seemed to rely
exclusively upon his investigating and argumentative powers—
powers which he possessed in a very eminent degree. Buat Col.
Sharp was not merely the distinguished stalesman, the profound

lawyer, and the able advocate: — He was remarkable for the extent !

and accuracy of hiswvarious information. Hisardour for informa-

tion was almost quenchless, and his constitution favored his aspi-

rations. It was {mdy elastic, and capable of great intensity of
application, without injary to his habitual good health. « He was
unassaming in' his deportment, unpretending in conversation,
placid in his dieposition, and mild and conciliatory in his manners.
He was the artificer of his own fortunes. . He had acquired wealih
and obtained distinction. He occupied a large space in the pub-
lic mind, and was in a state of rapid expansion at the time of his
death. Ia the walks of private life, Col. Sharp was as amiable
as he was distinguished on the theatre of public life.
We considered Col. Sharp a great and good man. We deplor-
ed his death, not merely asa prlvatt,, but as a public calamity; and

e have no douht that when the political fervors of the drzy shall

have subsided, he will be affectionately and proudly remember-
ed by the peopie of Kentucky, as one of their most distinguished
gitizens.
You will'perceive, madam, that we have not attempted a delin:
eation of the public services and private virtues of your deccased |

husband... The limits of a lefter forbid it; for that purpose, 2 |
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golume would be required. Accept assurances of our sincere

sympathy with, and profound respect for you personally.

J. ROWAN,
JOHN ADAIR,
Ru: M. JOHNSON,
W. T. BARRY.

GLENERAL BALTZELL’S STATEMENT.

Having learned, since my return from Florida, that Mr. R. De-
vine has given the substance of a conversation which we had shortly
after the election of 1825, to be used in a publication of Doctor
Sharp’s, I do not hesitate to say, that after dark, as 1 walked
the streets of Frankfort, as I passed by asmall company, I did hear
some one of them swear, that Col. Sharp should never take his seat

in the Legislature. ~
Gl BALTZELIJA
June 9th, 1827.

CONCLUSION.

This publication was commenced, as some of its pages indicate,
early in the season. Mr. Darby unexpectedly showed a disposi-
tion, at the June Court 1n Woodford county, to bring his suits
against Mrs. Sharp, myself, &c. to a trial, and it was deemed prop-
er to dely the publication until the suits should be disposed of.
The trial, at that Conrt, terminated 1n a divided jury, in the suit
against myself, and the rest were not taken up. At the late Sep-
tember term, the Court had not time to enter into those suits. If
I were to wait until there is a verdict in any of them, the public
might never see my vindication, and, therefore, I have determined
to delay it nolonger. I regret that it is not in my power, by the
termination of the suit against me, to add much of the evidence
herein referred to, as given under the oaths of the witnessess If
it be necessary, the trials may yet be published, when they shall
be completed.

1 have now done my daty. I trust the memory of my brother
ia vindicated before the world, and as to the cauges of his murder,
there can no longer be a mistake.
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‘against that party, or any considerable number of them., I do

140!

LestsI may have ‘used: expressions. which seem 6 indicaie 5 |
charge against therold Court party in mass, for this murder; I deem
it my duty bere to disavow: any intention to'make such charge |

believe, that if originated' wholly in party feeling; ‘but there were
few, very. few, who bad any agency in stimulating the murderer, =
or knew his intentions. That Beauchamp' was actuated.by pri- -
vate wrongs as well as party rancor, [ fully believe; but his private
feelings were excited by the falsehoods of political partizans,
invented and communicated to him for the purpose of producing
the ruin or the death of my brother.

With entire confidence in the justice of public opision, and in
the entire acquittal of my brother, I rest the cause with perfect . |
resignation, to-any fate which the malice of bad men may- have
prepared for myself, Mrs. Sharp, the orphan children of my broth

er, our family and friends. ¥ il
s LEANDER J. SHARP.
=D ¢ S

ERrrATA, In page23, the name of Frances Summers should have been print-
ad Francis Summers.y |

The name of JMiss Dowell has, in‘some instances, been printed Mzs. Dowell,
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