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FOREWORD

The Inventory of the County Archives of Arkansas is one of a number
of guides to historical materials prepared throughout the United States
by workers on Historical Records Survey projects of the Work Projects
Administration, The publication herewith presented, an inventory of the
archives of Benton County, is number 4 of the Arkansas series,

The Historical Records Survey program was undertaken in the winter
of 1935-36 for the purpose of providing useful employment for needy un-
employed historians, lawyers,teachers, and reseerch and clerical work-
ers, In carrying out this objective, the projéct was orgenized to com-
pile inventories of historical material, particularly the unpublished
government documents and records which are basic in the administration
of local government, and which provide invaluable data for students of
political, economic, and social history. The archival guide herewith
presented is intended to meet the requirements of day-to-day administra-
tion by the officials of the county, and also the needs of lawyers, bus-
inessmen, and other citizens who require facts from the public records
for the proper conduct of their affeirs., The volume is so designed that
it can be used by the historian in his research in unprinted sources in
the same way he uses the library card catalog for printed sources,

The inventories produced by the Historical Records Survey projects
attempt to do more than give merely a list of records -- they attempt
further to sketch in the historical background of the county or other
unit of government,and to describe precisely and in detail the organiza-
tion and functions of the government agencies whose records they list,
The county, town, and other local inventories for the entire country
will, when completed, constitute an encyclopedia of local government as
vicll as a bibliography of local archives, Up to the present +time more
than 1,500 Survey publications have been issued in the country as a
whole,

The successful conclusion of the work of +the Historical Records
Survey projccts, even in a single county, would not be possible without
the support of public officials, historical and legal specialists, and
mony other groups in the community. Their cooporation is gratefully ac=-
knowladged,

The Survey program was organized by Luther H, Evans, who served as
Director until March 1, 1940, when he was succecded by Sergent B, Child,
The Survey operates as a Nation-wide serics of locally sponsored pro-
Jects in the Division of Community Scrvice Programs, of which Mrs, Flo-
rence Korr, Assistant Commissioner, is in charge,

HOWARD O, HUNTER
Cornmi ssioner of
Worle Projocts




Preface

classification is directed by law, Under agencies, records have been
classified, so far as possible, according to the subjects with which
they deal, They are described in entries whose style is formalized to
give the following information: Title of record, dates for which avail-
able, quantity, lebeling of volumes or containers, variant titles, de-
scription of record contents, manner of arrangement, indexing, nature of
recording, size of volumes or containers, and location.

The inventory of the Benton County archives was begun during the
latter part of 1938 and completed in December 1940, The original field
workers were Belle P, Fisher end Mattie B, Dowmer, They were assisted
in the recheck of ‘the records by Sam E, Beaseley and Marshall Bennett.
All field work was done under the supervision of Rand Barker and Joe W.
Watkins, District Supervisors of the Historical Records Survey Project,

The work in the State office includéd the editing of forms, writing
of entries, historicel and legal research, writing and editing of essays
and publication of the volume, Persons in the State office to whom
credit is due are: Albert A, Condray, forms editor; Mary H, Winburne
and Jennie Birkhead, entry editors, and Virginia Farley, essay editor,
The historical sketch was written by the ‘editorial staff; theé govern-
mental essay by Maida Arnold; and the indexes ‘were compiled by Carl E,
Ott, ‘ :

Mabel S, Brodie, editor in charge of public records inventories in
tHe Centrul office, ond Guy P, Timboe, assistant editor, examined the
volume in manuscript form and offered helpful editorial criticism, The
administrative personnel of Work Projects Administration, of the Divi-
sion of Community Service Progrems, and of Resedrch and Records Programs
have cooperated with the Survey in all phases of its program, The help-
ful suggestions and friendly counsel of John C, L. Andreassen, Regional
Supervisor of Historical Records Survey, is grutefully mcknowledged.

The Survey's officianl sponsor, its State-wide Advisory ‘Board, and
the Commnity Advisory Board of Benton County ‘each contributed valuable
ossistoance to the project in the compilation and publication of this
volume., Other contributing agencies were: The Arkansas History Commis-"
sion; the Arkensas Supreme Court Library;the Little Rock Public Library;
the Secretary of State; the Arkansas Stote- Library Commission;.Arkdnsas.
Writers! Project, WPA; and the county officials of Benton County.
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- Explanatory Notes

Titles EE_Records

Exact titles of records arc written in solid capitals without pa=
rentheses (as in entry 7). - In the absence of titles, descriptive titles
have been assigned, which are written in solid cepitals and -enclosed in
brackets (as in entry 46). - If & record title is not descriptive of the
contents of the record, an assigned - -explanatory title . (or explanatory
words), written with initial capitals and enclosed in parentheses, - has
beeh' added (&s in entry 17). The current or most recent title of a rec-
ord is used as the entry title and title variation is indicated (as in
entry 70). & 55 Ss o

.......

Dates
All dates used are inclusive. - Missing records are - indicated by
broken dates. o B ‘ : g

Quantity

When two or more types of ‘containers are considered in a single -en-
try, the quantity is shown in chronological order,in so far as possible.

Labeling
Figures or letters in parentheses, following'the number of volumes,

file boxes, ‘or other type of -container, -indicate the labeling. If no
ldbeling is indicated, it may be assumed that there is none.

Discontinuance - - ; : S Se e e e

" Where no statement is made that ' the record was discontinued at :the
last date shown in the entry,it could not be definitely estoblished that
such was the case.  Where no comment 1s made ox the 'absence of prior,
subsequent or intermediate records, no definite information could ‘be ob-
tained. it : Srent & e ;
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Abbreviations, Symbols, and
Explanatory Notes

~Description of Records

The description of the contents of a record applies only to the
gurrent or most recent record unless change in contents is actually
~shown in a record entry.. .

Indexing

All indexes to records,unless otherwise stated,are self-contained.

Condition of Records

Records are in good condition unless otherwise indicated.
Dimensions

Dimensions are always given in inches, unless otherwise indicated,
and, therefore, the symbol for inches (") is omitted.

Location 3£ Records

All records are in the county courthouse unless otherwise noted.
When all or a majority of the records of an office have a common loca-
tion, the location is indicated in the last sentence of the office essay
instead of in each individual entry.

Cross References

Title-line cross references are used to show the continuity of a
record series which has been kept separately for a period of time and
with other records for different periods of time. An example is that in
entry 8: "1860-87, in County Court Record, entry 7." They are also
used in all artificial entries, those set up to cover records which must
be shown separately under their proper office even though they are kept
in files or records appearing elsewhere in the inventory, as, for exam-
ple, the title-line reference in entry 106: "In County Court Papers, en-
try 1." The description of the entry shows the title and entry number
of the record from which the cross reference is made, as, for example,
these words in entry 50 do: "Also contains chancery docket, 1866-1902,
entry 78." Dates shown in the description of the master entry or entry
of miscellaneous content are only used for the part or parts of the rec-
ord contained therein, and are shown only when they vary from those of
the master entry.

Citations
A citation of an act of the Legislature of the Territory of Arke
ansas, or of the General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, or an Act of

a legislative body of another Territory or State, refers to the puage
number of the official publication of the laws.

-, Vlll -
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Arkensas State -Supreme Court gives

A citation of a decision of the
ge number of the publication.

the style of the case and the volume oand p2

ed volume is shown in full the first

A citatioﬁ of any other publish
time used and in short-title form subsequently throughout the inventory.
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(First entry, p. 29)

HISTORICAL SKETCH

Physical Characteristics

Benton County, one of the most picturesque counties in Arkansas, is
situated in the Ozark Plateau in the extreme northwest corner of the
State, It is bounded on the north by Missouri; on the east by Carroll
and Medison Counties; on the south by Washington County; and on the west
by Oklahoma. (1)

The greater part of its 876 square miles is covered by the Spring-
field Plateau (2), ranging in elevation from 908 feet at Sulphur Springs
to 1820 on the summit of Poor Mountain (3). In places its mountainous
surface is broken by fertile areas known locally as prairies (4)., The
largest of these arc Osage Prairie, south of Beatonvill., und Lindsl.y
Prairie, south of Gentry (5). A spur of the Salem Platcau, lower than
the Springfield and deeply eroded, extends into the eastern part of the
county (6). Blansett Mountain, 1,650 feet above sea level, Devil's Eye
Brow end Elkhorn Mountain, each 1,600, and Big Mountain at Pea Ridge,
1,682 feet, are among the highest peaks (7).

The White River on its devious mnorthern route.drains the eastorn
part of the county; the Illinois River, the southwcstern; and Spavinow
Creek, a branch of +the Grand River, tho west=central 8) . Distinctive
features are the springs, which occur frequently in groups as in Benton-,
ville, Siloam Springs, and Sulphur Springs (9) ) il

Apart from the geological interest with which the Palecozoic depos=-
its,sedimentary in origin, enhancc the county, these deposits, especial-
ly the Batesville sandstone,linestone of the Boone chert foundation; and

(1) Arkansas Geologicul Survey, : Missouri, Faycttcoville Quad-

Topographic Map of the State rangle,

o ABKANSAEG L i (6) Arkenscs State ' Planning
(2) Arkensas State Planning : Board, Progress Report, 1936,

Board, Progress Report, 1936, Lo DIk

Bo? el (7) Arkensos Geological Survoy,
(3) Arkansas Geological Survey, ‘Elcvations -in Arkansas, p,26,
' 'Elcvations in Arkensas, p,26, (8) United States Geologiocal Sur-
(4) Arkensas. State Pleanning vey, State of Arkansas,[lap, ]

Board, Progrcss Report 1936 (9) -Arkanscs “State Plamning

< e e Board, » Arkensas Water Re-

(5) United States Geologicnl Sl ~ sources, p, 16. (Hereinaftor

vey, The Topographic lieps of cited as Arlkansas  Planning

the: United States, Arkanses- Board, Water Resources,)
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Historical Sketch (First entry, p. 29)

mognesian limestone possess considereble commercial value (10), Besides,
there ere linf®% deposits, clay suiteble for brick, silice, eand merginal
Joine of lond end zine (11)e

Cherty, non-magnesian limestone soils arc found throughout the
groater ‘part of the county., One type, the Boxtor Silt Loam, is describ-
od as one of the soils in MNorth Arkansas best adapted for diversifficd
farming. Interspersed with this are found gray soils of limestone and
sandstonc origin, Richer alluvial soil is found slong the Illinois and

"Whitoc Rivers. (12) The woathering of the soft shale which underlies the
surfacc limestone has resulted in the formation of numerous caverns, the
larger of which ofton have subterrancan drainage (13). In meny of theso,
small aperturcs. open into narrow passages which lead into vaulted rooms
and corridors, The mineral contents in the stalactite and stalagmite
formations in these caves give them variod and striking colors, (14)

The county bozsts of its selubrious climate, cmphasizing that dis=-
eascs provalent in other sections of the Stuteo are conspicuously absent
thero, (15) The mean annuel temperature at Bentonville, the county
seat, which is 1,303 foot above sca level, is 57.5 degrecs Fahrenheit,
During a period of 25 ycars the records show oxtreme variations from 106
degrees Fahrenheit to 17 degrees below zeoro. The average cnnual precip-
itation is 44,24 inches, The average snowfall is 17.1 inches, #Tho
growing scason, &S estimated ot Bentonville, is about 200 days betweeon
April 7 and October 24, the average dates for the last killing frost in
spring and the first in fall, (186)

Treos of commercial value, ccdar, welnut, Arkansas black hickory,
dogwood, beech, and shortleaf pine stud the Ozarks (17). The strcams
offer unexcolled opportunities for fishing, swimming, and boating (E18),
Unfortunately, deer, wild turkeys, and lesser game 4re the only rcmains
of thc once abundant wildlife (19). The artistic valuc of the variegated

(10) Thitdes De 96 s o103

(11) Arkansss Geological Survey, (16) United States Department of
Annual Roport of the Geologi=- Agriculture, Veathor Burcau,
cal Survey of Arlanses, 1891 - Climetic Summary of the Unit-
R LlOn) ' od Statos, sec. 59, pp. L1,

(12) University of "Arkenses, Col- DRI T
logo of Agriculture, Agricfila (17) University of Arkansas, Col-
tural .Experiment Station, The : loge of Agriculture,Extension
Soils  of Arkansas, Bulletin * * Servicc, Common Forest Trees

: Noe oL afia D00 of Arkonses,pp.3,6,8, 16, 25,

(13) Arkansas Planning Board,Water (18) Erkansas ¢ Planning Board,
Resources, p. 63, Water Resources, pe 70.

(14) Erkensas Gazettc, Scptember (19) Tnited States Dopartment of
18 O8R5 _ Agriculture, Forest Sorvice,

(16) Arkansas , State’ Planning Region Eight, Ozarlk National

Board, Progress Report, 1936, Forest, Arkansas, n.d., N.Pe
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landscepe is well expressed by the famous artist, Thomas Benton, grand-
nephew of Senator Benton for whom the county was named, "In the spring
or in the fall of the year there is no more delightful walking ground in
the world than the Arkanses Ozarks, The timber is full, the foliage is
rich, and the changes in the character of the landscape rapid and varied
o+ «1t has rolling hills; deep valleys, jagged bluffs,  rich foliage,
and cleer streams." (20)

Pre-County History

Neither the fascinating arehacological remains of the primitiwe
bluff dwellers, the earlisst known inhabitants of the Ozarks, nor the
possible derivation of the neme Ozarks from the phrase aux arcs of the
French explorers, justifies lengthy treatment of those peoples, When the
United States acquired Louisiana in 1803 the present Benton County area
was in the possession of the Osage Indians, 1In 1808 (21) and 1818 (22)
they ceded lands along the eastern and southern borders of the present
county to the Federal Government, The Government disappointed the Osages
by placing Cherokee¢s on former Osage lands in north central Arkansas,
Finally the Osages agreed in 1825 (23) to lsave the State,but not before
their resentment at the (herokees'! intrusion had given rise to inter-
tribal wur (24). In 1828 the Government removed the Cherokees also from
the State,leaving them lands abutting the arca mérked today by the west-
ern boundary of Benton County (25). .

A.curious episode, Lovely's Purchase, July 16, 1816, unauthorized
by the Federal Government (26),led the Territorial Legislature to create
Lovely County in 1827, The present Benton County area formed a relative-
ly smell part of this extensive ares. (27) The attempt was premature.
The establishment of Washington County the next year marked the extinc~-
“.tion of Lovely County., (28) - '

The removal of the Indians opened the country to white settlers.,
Adam Batie is generally believed to have settled before 1830 near the
present site of Meysville on the prairie that now bears his name, Martin
Mays, William Bird Deith, and John McPhail and his father followed. But
‘as late as 1838 there are said to have been only five persons on Butie

(20) Thomas Benton,"America's Yes-
terday," Travel, July 1934, p.
1715

(21) Richard Peters and Charles C.
Little, -eds., -Treeties E&-
tween the United States and

. the Indien. Tribes,..ps, 108,
(82 ) Toides Do 1827, .
(25) Inids,~p240,

(24) John Hugh Reynolds, Makers of
Arkansas History, ‘p, 298, =
(25) Peters ond Little, op, cit.,,
By 21Ls P % T
(26) Grant Foremen, Pioneer Days
in the Early Southwsst, p.
38,
G o AL G Pl

*(28) Ivid,, 1828, p. 144,
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Prairie.

ers until the entire prairie was settl
etrated the remainder of the county,
Elkhorn; Jacob Roller,on Roller's Ri

(First entry, p. 29)

Then ceme Judge English, Robert Cooper, Lemuel Tyson, and oth-

ed. In the meantime settlers pen-

William Reddick made his- home ncar
dge near Garfield; Henning- Pace, fo-

ther of the first sheriff, on Sugar Creek, a few miles north of Benton-

ville;

William Pelham, who later became

George P. Wallace, also near
Surveyor-general of the State; Rev,

Bentonville., Other pioneers werec

Jomes Harris, o Cumberland Presbyterian Minister; Col. Hugh A, Anderson;

and Judgo Alfred B. Greenwood, (29)

3

Organization and Development of County Government

On Soptember 30, 1836,a fow months efter Arkenses had been admitted
to the Union, the General Assombly creatcd Benton County from & portion

of Washington County,

The ‘orgenic.ect designnted the boundarics as fol-

lows: "Beginning on the western boundary of thc State of Arkansas, where

the township line between tovmships

socts the same; running
corner of section number

sixtecn end seventeon north inter-
cast, with said township line to the southeast
thirty=-three in township. scventcen north of

ronge thirty-two west;thence north threo miles; thence cust to the ronge

line between ranges thirty-one and thirty-two west;

thence north with

said linc to the northwest corner of secction thirty,in toimship cighteen

north of range thirty-onc west;
line between ranges - twenty-eight
with said line two miles;

adison County; thence north, with

thencé east with
and ‘twenty-nine
thence east to
gaid line to

section line, to the
west; thence north,
the western boundary line of
the northern boundery

line of the State; thence west with seid line, to the western boundary

of the State; thence south with scid line,to the place of beginning---ﬂ
in honor of Senator Thomes Hart Benton of

(30) The county was nened

t

Missouri because he had supported the bill by which Arkenses was edmitt-

ed to the Union (31).

The home of George P, Wallace, first county judge (32), vms uscd os
a temporary county sect (33),in accordance with provisions of the cnabl-

ing act (34).
John B, Dixon, circuit clerk;

The first county officials, in cddition to Wallace, werc:
Gideon Pnce, sheriff;

Henry C., Hastings,

treasurer; Henry Ford,coroner; and A, McKissick, surveyor (35), Tho fol=
lowing year Robert Cowan, Robert Weaver, ond Thomas Swaggerty, who were
eleoctod commissioners to locate & permanent county seat (36), selected =

(29) W, A, Goodspeed, ed,, History

. of Northwest Arkanses, pp.20,
(30) A, Ark., 1836, p. 40,

(31) Arkansas Gazette, " September

30, 1836, .

(32) Arkansas, .. Secretary of

State's Office, Civil Record,

1836-64, p. 12,

(33) Circuit Court Record, Frols A,
p..29, see entry o e

(34) A, Ark., 1836, p. 40.

(35) Arkanseg, Secretory of

. State's Office, Civil Record,

1836=64, p. 12, :

(36) Goodspeed, Op., Cite, P 286,
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site near the center of the county . and nemed it Bentonville in hoaor of
the Honoreble Thomas Hart Benton (37). A small log building, erected in
1837, served as a courthouse for 2 or 3 years until a two~story brick
structure could be erected (38), Circuit Judge Joseph N, Hogan held a
term of court in the originel building, commencing on May 7, 1838 (39),

Following the Battle of Pea Ridge in Benton County on March 7,1862,
troops of the Confederate States of America withdrew and Bentonville was
occupied by Federal troops., 'In retalistion for the slaying of a Federeal
officer,the troops set fire to the courthouse and burned a great portion
of the town, (40) The county records, apparently, were removed to a
place of safety, as &ll records are still in existencc, except those of
the county court prior to 1857 (41), The iuvesion brought & sharp intor-
ruption of civil governmeut, Apparently no scssions of county court were
held between the latter part of 1863 and 18¢5, (42) Cn Scptember 19,
1865, bthe county court ordered tho sheriff to rent end equip some suite
able place for the holding of the several courts, On Januery 11, 1866,
James Woolscy wes appointed by the ecunty court ss building commissioncr
to ascertuin the cost of repairing the perticlly destroycd courthousc,
and the sheriff wes ordered to summon tho justiccs of the peowco to meet
at ‘the noxt term of court for . the purposc of lovying a special tox to
defray this exponse (43), The justicus voted not to levy this tox ond
the repoairing of the courthousc was postponcd for further cousidereation
of the court in January 1867 (44),., At the torm of court held in July
1866, the county court appointed Fred Green os:building commissionor and
instructed him to cooperate with the committce rcpresenting tho Masonic
Lodge at Bontonville, on the matter of the repairing of thc upper story
of thec tobacco factory which wos used us & courtibom and lodge room, Onc
hundred dollers in county funds wes sppropriated for this purpose, (45)

In April 1867,the county court c.fter tcking recognition of tho dcse
titute  condition of tho peouple; the fact thaet the public buildings of
the county had becn irrepurably domoged during the wor; snd thot burdenw
somo taxcs had been levied by tho gonersl government, cxprossed its ope
position to o tex for public  improvements cnd ordercd that the intornal
improvement commissioner cecasc to loan monoy in his hands, &nd retein
those funds to be uscd in the ereectim of a courthouse and other nececs—
sary buildings, subject to thc further orders of the court (46), The
fact that such funds worc cveileblc was probsbly duc to the refuscl of
the county officials to follow othor countics in the Statc in the appro-

(37) Circuit Court Record, vol, 4, 666,
pe 32, 800 entry 73, " (41) Sce entry 7,
(88) Goodspeod, op. ofty, D. 38, (42) Touuty Court Record, 1861-69,
(39) Circuit Court Rocord, vol, A, N,Dss 800 ontry 7,
P. 36, sce entry 73, (45) Bid. = ..
(40) Arkenscs Democrat, September (44) Tobid,
2, 1928; ~ Devid Y. Thomas,  (45) Toid.

Arkinsus and Its Pooplo, 387 (4€) Tbid.
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priation of internal improvement funds in 1861 for the defense of the
county or for the maintenance of destitute families of Confederate vol=-
unteers., This action was taken by the ocounty court in August 1861, 1
month after it had appointed Dysart Waods ,who later became county judge,
as commander-inechief of the Home Guards (47), On May 11, 1867, #the
court ordered the construction of a two-story building to De used as &
temporary courthouse (48), Contract for this building was awarded on
June 1, 1867, Haley Jackson, who was appointed building . commissioner,
was authorized to borrow $500 for the purpose of defraying this expense,
The contract was awarded to J., J, Jefferson and J. V. Lee. (49)

In April 1870, the court authorized J.. W, Stroud, who had been .ap=
pointed building commissioner to receive donations of lots upon which it
was proposed to build a permenent courthouse (50). Contract for this
building was awarded in May 1871 to John N, Neely and Samuel H. Kelton,
residents of Bentonville, who bid $33,000 (51), Plans for the building
were drawn by W, T, Ritter, architcet (52),  The contreactors had consid-
crable difficulty financing the construction work, due largcly to the
fact that the county bonds issued in payment could not be converted into
cosh., A loan made by Denton N, Storke, who operated a banking housc in
Fayoctteville, Washington County, Arkansas, enabled th. i to eatinuc
wninterrupted. (53)

The county government apparently moved into thesec new quarters in
1874, the former bullding being moved to the county poor farm for the
use of its inmates (54)., The neecd for o now courthouse was agitated in
1913; howover, the county court refuscd to cndorsc a proposal for & now
structurc md orderod instead that the 0ld building be repaired (55)s
This building was replaced in 1928 by & modificd Gothic structure «f
yollow brick and white stonc, which cost approximately $200,000, (56)

Economic Development

The prosperity of Benton County has always deponded largely upon
diversificd farming; in 1840, less then 10 years after tho first white
mon settled in the county, the census reported that there were 384 far-
mers in the county end that 1in & single year they hed produced 130,595

(47) County Court Record, 1881-69, (81 ) Ibidsy pe 1244
n.p., sco entry 7; Arkensas, (52) Tt e LR
Sceretary of State, Civil Ro- (53) Tbid., p. 216,

cord, 1836-64, p. 12, (54) Tpbid., p. 222, .
(48) County Court Record, 1861-69, (55) Tbid., vol. U, p, 115,

Nabas Egg_cntry Te (56) Tbid., vol. Z, P. 120;séemn
(49) Ibid. .™Housing, Care, and Eo=
(50) Tounty Court Rocord, vol, A, cossibility of the Records,™

p. 62, sec entry.7e. Pty
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"bushels of Indian corn, 5,128 bushels of wheat, and 5,744 bushels of po-

tatoes, At the same time livestock holdings in the county were estimat-
ed at more than 1,200 horses and mules, 1,900 sheep, 3,000 neat cattle,

" and 8,000 swine, (57)

" The agricultural development of northwest Arkansas was undoubtedly
interrupted by the altérnate occupation of the county by the Union and
Confederate armies during the Civil War, Nevertheless, by 1870 recovery
was almost complete, There were almost 1,500 farms in the county and the
average farmer tilled about 35 acres, St”tl tics for the year show that
Benton County produced 340,040 bushels of Indian corn, 84,779 bushels of
winter wheat, and 35,280 pounds of tobacco, ..Livestock holdings had in-
creased at a like rate end there were more than 5,000 horses and mules
and more than 3,300 cows, (58) During these years Benton County was one
of the most populous and most prosperous counties in the State; farmers,
especially, enjoyed a high degree of prosperity and the newly introduced
orchard crops promised even greater wealth, The size of the average farm
had grown to 94 acres by 1900, Tobacco, corn, wheat, and other crops
were grown in considerable quantltlps but apples were the principal pro-
duct, In 1900 there were 1 million apple trees  in Benton County and &
million bushels of apples were produceds The grape yield came to 35, OOO
pounds, Therc were almost 7,000 dairy cows and almost 11,000 horses End
mules in the county. (59)

Benton County enjoycd an unprecedented boom during the World War,
In 1919 thé county produced 784 652 bushels -of corn, 339,018 bushelu of
oats, 290,662 bushcls of wheet lz million quarts of berrles, end 54 mil=
lion bushols of apples, (60) Benton County apples took prizes &t exposi-
tions in New Orleans, Boston, Californie, end New York,:  It:-was claimed
that in Benton County as high as $1,000 had been realized on one acrec of
apple trees., 1In fact, Benton County wes known as. the "Home of the Big
Red Apple," (61) 58] :

.

*(57) United States Burenu of the ~ States Bureau of the Consus,

Census, A Compendium of the. : Ninth Census, 1870, Agricul-

Inhabitants-and Stetistics of ture), s -

tho: United States, 1840, pp. (89) United States Bureau of the

90, 818, 320,329, (Herein- .. Census, Twelfth Census of the

after cited as ‘United States United States, 1900, Agrlcul—

Bureau of the.Census, Compen-. - ture, ‘Part L, IV, 616,

dium, Sixth.Census, 167 0). ~ (60) Tnited States Burecu of the

(58) United States Bureau of the Census, Fourteenth Census of

_Census, Ninth, Census of the, the United Stetes,1920, Agri-
_ United .States, 1870, Produc-. culturc, 1V, 575,

Hion - ot Agrlculturc p. 100,  (61) Arkanses' Gazette,.,Nov, 20,
(Horeinafter cited as United LIk
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The census of agriculture of 1935 noted that Benton County produeed
less then one bale of cotton and practically no *tobucco, (62) Tomatoes
have become increasingly profitaeble and at this time 4,888 scrés were
devoted to their cultivation, The same report shows' the county to hcve
possessed 513,992 apple trees of beuring age, 797,092 shickens, 10,953
horses snd mules, and 17,947 cows and heifers morc thun 2 yecrs 0ld,(63)
Benton County is guining « reputation os one of the leuding broiler-pro-
ducing ecounties in the country cnd it is claimed that the first live
broiler show ever held in Amecrica was conducted in Rogers in 1939 (64).

The caverage form in  Benton County contains 7742 corus- valuod ot
$28,43 per scere ond 496,030 seres out of 560,640 of land in the county
comprise farm lend, The totul number of. farmers in 1935 wus 5,920 and
the total veluc of ferms,including lends cnd buildings, w.s $12,992,341,
(65) The county ranked first in the Stute in tho production. of shiekens,
cattle, horses, «nd cpplcs, «nd third in strewberrios,. (66)

The industricl cctivity in  Benton County hos alw.ys been o supplo=
ment to the esgriculturel pursuits of ‘the region «nd s o result the
shops arc usunlly smell, The first Fedurel consus tuken efter ‘the found-
ing of thec county, thut of 1840, roported five gristmills cnd three sow-
mills in the county, (67) Such smill-scale manufacturing os there wus
sufferocd almost completc obliterstion during the Civil W.r, but by 1870
therc were 33 manufocturing cstablishments employing 81 workmon ot an
annual wege of $15,950 to turn out goods worth $159,112 (68), The cx~-
ploitation of the timber cnd vurious other onterpriscs brought the num-
ber of ostublishments up to 176 by the turn of the ccntury, That the
number of employccs wes only 183, the puyroll $62,825, «nd the value of
goods produced $872,251 uttests the individunlistic churueter of the in-
dustrics (69), As the timber was cut out morc cttention was given to the
processing of sgricultural wnd duiry products tnd the smnll sawmills snd
gristmills were roplaccd by eondenscrics,cvaporators, cinning fretorics,
vinegar fectorics, cnd ercomerics, This trend rosulted in fewer ond

(62) United Stutes Burctu of the 1936-1937 cnd 1937-1938,

-~ Census, Unitcd Stutcs Census - (66) United stotes Burecu of  the
of Agriculturcs: 1935, Ark- Census, Stutistics, 1935, p,
tnsas,St.tistics by Countics, 6.4
P. 27. (Herecincftor cited os (67)-United States Burvau of the
United States Burciu of the _Census, -Compendium,Sixth Cen=~
Census, Statisties, 1935), sus, 1820, p. 90,

(63110005 ; De 203 (68) United -Stutes Burcau of the
(64) Arkanscs Writers' Project, - .Census, Ninth Census, 1870,
WPA,, Arkonsus: A Guide %to Agriculturc, III, 495,
the Stoto, pp.. 306-316, e (69) Tnited Stotes Burcau of the
(65) Erkens.s Stute Comptrolloer, Consus, Twelfth Consus of the
Stote Comptroller's Report, Unitod STitcs, 1900, Menufic-
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larger factories so that by 1919 there were only 112 establishments in
the county, but the total number of men employed was 377, the annual
wage had reached $282,168 and the merket value of goods produced was
$4,224,052, (70) Of late there has been a decrease, in industrial act-
ivity in Benton County, but centralization has continued so that by 1937
there were only 29 plants in the county, but 461 workmen received $113,-
822 for 4urning out products worth $1,724,018, (71) The assessed valua-
tion of r;al end personal property in Benton County was $9,244,193 in
19895 7072 " i

Resorts

Situated in a land of hills, caves, and innumerable springs, Benton
County is a recreational center by naturc and by development, The
streams, lakes, end relatively cool summers are graduelly attracting an
evep-incrcasing throng of fishermon, hunters, and vacationists, Public.
attention was first given to the springs in the proscnt town of Siloam
Springs in. 1879, The highly acclaimed medicinal velue of the wetors
caused the settlement to grow so repidly that within 3 yeers the popula-
tion had reached 3,000, (73)-WThQ scttlcrs crowded around the springs in
such numbors that hundreds of pcoplec were foreced to live in wagons and
tents while homes wore being built, Tho initial boon gradually subsided
and by 1889 the population hud decruasod ta 1,500, Siloam Springs con-
tinued- to be a popular ricsort on account of its springs and fine scun=-
ery. (74)

Sulphur Springs, which has meintained its standing as @« heslth reo-
sort because of the roputed therapcutic veluc of  its mapnosia, lithie,
and whitc and black sulphur spriangs, hes o pormoncnt population of 435,
(75) The number of hotels, storcs, schools, and churches, howover, suge-
gests a far greator population, (76)

Bella Vista, 4 miles north of Bontonville, has been developed come
morcially &s e summer rosort, The sidos of the mountoin are covered with
hundrcds of privately ovmod surmer homcs, s well as the usual cemp cote-
toges. Hotelo, prvilions, lokes; smd porks vhich offir wioxe:lled OPPOr=
tunitics for golfing, fishing, swimming, horseback riding, ond other

(70) United Statos Burcau of the 4 Comptroller Covering the Fis-

Census, Fourtcenth Census of cal Years 193839 end 1939~

tho United Statcs, 1920, Mone 40, p, 128, s

ufecturcs, IX, 63, (73) Goodspood, op, cit., p. 114;
(71) Unitcd States Bureau of Cen~ County Court Record, vol, C,

sus, Biennial Census of Manu- P+ 224 s60 wontry 7,

facturcs, 1939, P&r?ml, Pe (74) GoodspoEET opy ol P 4,
' 1431, : (76) Arkenses Gazotto, January &,
(72) Arkensas State Comptroller, 19471,

Bicnnjal Roport of the = State (76) Thomas, op., cit.,, II, %685,
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sports make Bella Vista one of the most popular summer . resorts in the
Stetes (77) A mommoth limestone ctive at the recsort hos been equipped as
o night club, with dence floors a quarter of & mile from. the entrtnce
and 500 feet underground, (78) -

Rogors' many tourist attreactions, among . them the muaicipally owned

. Lake Atalanta, & springefod .lake of 100 acrcs which lies within-the cor-

poratc limits of the eity, bring the city o quarter of a million dollars
& year, (79)

Montc Ne, o few miles cast of Rogers, is the site of the late
William Hope (Coin) Harvey's projected pyramid, Mr, Harvey plenned an
indostructible monument of limestone cnd comercte in which were to have
boon stored rccords of the ochicvemcnts of present-dey civilization, but
only & povilion and en omphitheater were constructed, The amphitheatcr
is now uscd by the membors of Camp Joyzelle, o private camp .for girls,
- .(80) :

Other placcs which have been developed for roereational purposes
arc Cave Springs, Panorama, Poninsular Valley, Nellette Rench, Rocky
Fork, Willola, Eden's Bluff, snd War Eagle, (81) ‘

. The Applo Blossom Pilgrimege Association, orgenized in 1939 for the
promotion of aniannucl ,spring pilgrimoge to northwest Arkensus, has been
onc of the most successful ventures in the county, Highwey merkers are
usced to dircet tourists nlong trails of apple blossoms,dogwood, cnd red-
byd, (82) In 1940 morc then 50,000 people ceme to the Apple Belt for
the Apple Blossom Pilgrimage. (83)

Religion

The oarly settlers of Benton County were gencrally Methodlists, Bap-
tists, and Cumberland .Presbyterians, The pioneer preochers were usually
missionarics who served large arecs and dopended on  whatever tho sot-
tlers were able to contribute for their support. The services werc held
in the ‘cabin dwellings Before churches werc creeted oand the entire com-
munity attended, irrespective of denomination affiliations, (84)

The first church in Benton County scoms to have boen o Cumberland
Presbyterion Church orgenized near the prosent site of Bentonville about
1830, but othor churches of the sume donomination were organized at Poo
Ridge end Maysville very shortly aftorwards. The Methodist Episcopal

(77) Thomoss 0P« Cite, II; 664, . (80) Ibid,

(78) Arkansos Demoorat, Morch 3, , (81) Thomas, op. cit., II,. 665,
1940, 7 (82) Arkenscs Democrat, March 3,

(79) Arkmscs  Writers! Project, 1939, .

.. . WPA,, Arkansoss A Guide to (83) Arkensts Guzotte,May 10,1940,
the State, pp. 306-316, (84) Toodspeed, op. cit., p. 130,
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church gained representation in Benton County when Rev, James Mayfield
organized a church of this denomination near War Eagle Mills in the ear-
ly thirties, The first Baptist society in Benton County wes the Twelve
Corners Church which was organized by J, F, Mitchell and Charles B,
Whitely on the present site of Elkhorn Tavern in 1842, Two years later
Rev, Cephas Washburn orgenized a Presbyterian church 6 miles southwest
of Bentonville and preached there 6 years, (85)

The rapid growth in population which northwest Arkanses enjoyed
prior to the Civil Wer brought & commensurate inerease in the number of
churches in Benton County although only the Methodists, Baptists, and
Presbyterians were listed in the census of 1860, At that time the total
number of churches in the county was 40, 24 being lMethodist, 10 Baptist,
and 6 Presbyterian, (86) - After the Civil War and Reconstruction, the
number of churches grew along with the population, and by 1890 there
were 112 churches in Benton County. The  only new denomination at this
date was the Disciples of Christ which then had 12 churches. (87) At
present there are about 165 churches and more than 20 denominational
organizations,the most prominent being the “merican Baptist Association,
the Assemblies of God, the Disciples of Christ, the Methodist Church,
Church of the Nezerene,the Pcntecostal Lolingss Church, the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America, Scventh Day Adventist, and the
Southern Baptist Convention, cach of these having 5 or more churches in
Benton County, (88)

Education

Hard upon the heels of the first settlers werc itinerant teachers
who opened subscription schools, These schools, usually log houscs with
planks inserted between the logs to scrve as desks, made little pretense
of tecaching more than reading, writing, cnd erithmetie, (89) Private
schools are seid to have been opened at Bentonville soon after the coun-
ty wes foundoed, Cephas Washburn, the mnoted teacher of thce Cherokecs,
opcned & school near his home &t Osege Prairic in 1842 to toach recding,
spelling, writing, English gremmar, arithmotic, chemistry, physiology,
and ancient languages., (90) Onc Mr, Holstsin or Holsten taught the first
school neer the sitc of Siloam @prings in 1846, The Shelton Acadenmy,
under the direcction of aiProfessor Lockhart, oporated at Pec Ridge from
1851 to 1858, (91)

(85): Ibid..,i pos. 124, 145, susiy: 1890, pp...53, 835,

(86) Unitcd States Burcaw of the (88) Arkunsns Historical Records
Ccnsus, BEighth Census of the Survey, Church Directory of
United States, 1860, Stotis— Benton County,
tics ' of the : United Stotes, (89) Stepheir B, Wecks, History of
pp. 35b6-356, Public Education in Arkansas,

(87) United States Burcau of the P. 14, e
Census, Report of Statistics (90) Arkonsas Gozette, Junc 15,
of Churches in the United 1936,

Statcs at the Eloventh Con- (91) Goodspced, op. cit., p. 141,
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The Civil Wer marked the end of the subscription school, and it wus
not until the eighties that the public schools began to meke real head-
way, especially in the clementury field., In the meantime numerous small
privaote academies of hlgh-school grede were opened,  Pee Ridge Academy,
. founded in 1874 ° by Dr. J. R. Roberts, later bectme Bentonville College
~ond as such existéd until 1923, (92) Another of these private academies
was the Rogers Academy which - wes founded in 1884 by the ‘American Home
Missionary Socicty of the Congregetional Church (93)., In general, how-
over, the growth of the public school system in Benton County paralleled
the growth of public education in thc State, When the first Federal cen-
sus was tekon after the Civil Wer there were 2,590 students enrolled in
the public schools of ‘Benton County. (94) 4s tha sentinment against pube
lic education subsided and public schools replaced the numsrous priveote
a¢ademics, the publie schouvl system grew, until in 1900 thers were 8,244
" students enrolled in 179 schools which omployed 164 tecchers, although
' the average school term was only 83 duys, (95) There had long been o
trend toward consolidation and by 1920 there werc only 146 schools, but
_the number of tenchers had reo Ghbd 252 and the number of students, 9,897
'(96). 1In recent years there hos been o slight deocline, in the number of
students, teachers, and schools, but in 1940 there were 246 teachers cme
ployed by 106 schools tv teach 7,886 studénts for a term of 158 duys in
the whitc schools and 1556 days in-the one Negre school (97).

Of spccial interest in the field of learning are the Julia 4, Brown
School for Children ond the John Brown ficcdemy founded in Sulphur
Springs in 1924 and 1937, respectively, and John Brown University,found-
od ot Siloam Springs in 1919, The Brown institutions, launched through
the initiative of the president, John E, Brown, rcprcscnt < now vonture
in education, Besides the usual courses in the liberal crts, religion,
'&nd rusic, the university gives distinet cmphesis to voecctional: triin-

ing. The ideal that useful ‘labor dbes not impair the dignity of man is
inculeated, (98) - : . :

(92) Dallss T, Herndon, & Contene: " nial Roport , . 1899-1900,

nial History of Arkensus, 1, “pp. 155, 164, 170, 185,
567; Arkausus, Sceretory of (96) Levrnioh Stgtc Suporintcndent
State's Office,0fficial Proc- of Public Instruction, Bicn~-
lomation, April 23, 1923, nlﬂl Report . . . 1919-1920,
(98) Goodspeed, 9P clt., Pe 221 Pp. 10Z,106,114,124,138, 142,
(94) Unitcd Statcs Burcau of  the (97) 4rkansas Stutu Depeartment of
Cénsus, - Ninth Census of the . ... Bducation, County . Examiners!
United Stotos, 1870, The Sto=* 3 Roports, 1940,
.~ tistics of the Population of (98) Bulletin . of John Brown Uni-
: the United States, I, 402, Versity,-Siloam Springs, Ark-
(95) Arkansos Stote Superintondent tnsas, 1939-1940, Ix, 1939,

of :Public, Instruetion, “Bion- - 13277,
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‘Historigsl Sketeh (First entry, p. 29)

Populé&bion

" The homogeneity and consistently steady rate of growth of its popu-
lation have long been the most outstanding characteristics of Benton
County, When the first enumeration of the population was made in 1838
there were 1,486 persons in the county and of. that number only 111 were
Negroes, (99) By 1850 the total population was 3,710 and only 201 were
Negroes (1), The native-born white population has increased so steadily
that by the end of the century they numbered 31,333, whereas the number
of foreign-born whites was only 278, and the number of Negroes, 112 (2),
Preliminary reports of the census of 1940 give the total population as
36,148 (3),

Transportation

The lack of navigable waterways left the edrly settlers of Benton
County dependent upon frontier roads, Small chert and flint provided an
abundance of road building material end ot an early date a network of
crudc but efficient roads covered the county, In addition to these frone-
tier roads, two important highways hed been carved through Benton County
beflore the Civil Wer, Thoe "Lins Rond," & military road linking Fort
Scott, Kansas, end Fort Smith, Arkensas, skirtod the western boundary of
the county and, on occasion, dipped into Indian torritory, The "Statc
Road," leading from Fort Smith into southwestorn Missouri,pessed through
the castern part of the county., This rond was o favorite trail over
which the great herds of Texas longhorns were driven to market, (4)

The untimely outbreak of the Civil War qucshed plens for the con-
struction of a railway through northwest Arkensus into southwestern Mis-
souri end the Civil Wor and Reconstruction delayed raeil tronsportation
in Benton County o quarter of a century., The first reailwey in the coun-
ty, the St,Louis-Sen Franeisco, whose line from Peris,Texes, to Monette,
Missouri, passed through the custorn part of the county, wos comploted
in 1881, The Bentonville Railway Company completed o short line in 1883
which connected Bentonville with the St. Louis &and Sen Froncisco &t
Rogers, (5) This hos sinec become o brench of the St,Louis~Son Francisco
Roilway and has been extended into Oklahomz, The Konses City, Ft. Smith,

(99) Arkenscs Secrctery of Stato's Census, Twelfth Consus of tho
Officec,Journal of Sccond Ses- Unitod Stotes, 1900, Popula=
sivn of the General Assembly, =, . tion,-Iy 574, e
cppendix, p. 4. : (3) EArkunsns Gezette, January 5,
(1) United States Burctu  of the 1941, : ;
Consus, Scventh Census of tho (4) Goodspocd, op. cit.,, pp, 52-
United Stotus, 1850, p. 535, 53, g R

(2) TUnited Stotcs Burotu of..the (5) Goodspeed, op. cit., p. 54,
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& Southern Railway, which had been constructed in the eighties, was pur-—
chased by the Kansas City Southern in 1893. (6) In 1935 the total rail-
way mileage in Benton County was 89.1 miles (7).

The highways of Benton County have improved tremendously in the
past quarter century because of the demand for high~speed roads for pas-
senger vehicles and solid road beds for truckers. Today there is a total
of 268.4 miles of Federal and State highways inh Benton County including
21l miles of concrete, 94.1 miles of bituminous surfacing, 138,2 miles of
gravel, and 5.1 miles within. city limits and unclassified. Principal
highways are: State Highway No. 59 running north and south through the
western part of the ' county touching -Siloam Springs, Gentry, . Decatur,
Gravette, and Sulphur Springs, and passing on into Missouri; State High-
way No.69 running east and west across the southern part of Benton Coun-
ty through Siloam Springs and on to Springdale in Washington County;
State Highway No, 12 connecting Gravette and Bentonville; State Highway
No. 102 which runs east and west linking Decatur and Bentonville; United
States Highway No. 71 which is a principal traffic artery between Kansas
City an? the entire Southwest. There are also 1,367 miles of county
roads. (8)

1

“(6) W. W. Deramus, Letter to Dnl- .mission, Twelfth Biennial

las lcKowm, September 22, Reporifte 5 & 1935-1936,". " p.
19395, : A 35,

(7) lansas State Highway Com- (8)Ibid., p. 50,
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ur-
e = : ; GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION
Benton County, ecreated as & political sub=-division of the State on

i -"September ‘30, 1836 (1), acts as an agent of the State in political and
e judicial affairs, and is invested with powers essential to the welfare
a1 end protection of the publie within its boundaries (2),
L?% Under the Constitution, the county court is general fiseal agent of
061 ““the ‘county, It hes the power to preserve its funds (3); manage 'internal
4 affairs (4); manage real and personal property belonging to the county;
= and to handle matters relating to the construection, repair, and mminte-
rh: nance of public buildings, roads, and bridges. The gquorum court has au-
%ﬁ thority over levying and collecting taxes; appropriating funds to meet
o the county ocxpenscs; and the care of the poor, persons of unsound mind,
;Z; minors, oand orphans (5), It supecrvises the county's eleemosynary (6) and
o penal ‘institutions (7), and may contract for the services of prisoners

(8). The court settles election contests of all county officials, ex=

£4 cept the county judge,whose office is under the jurisdiction of the cire
S cuit court (9).

The' county maintains & record of titles to land so that interested
parties. may obtain knowledge of the state of title to real ostate and
personal property affected by conveyances, and of all charges and encume-
brences against such property (10),

The judicial power of the county is vested in the circuit,chancery,
probate, and justice of the peacc courts (11), The Arkansas State Sue
preme Court has appellate and supervisory jurisdiction over all the lowm
or courts (12). The circuit court has original jurisdiction in all ciwil
and criminal cases where exclusive jurisdiction is not vested in some
othor court, It has appellate jurisdiction and supervisory control over
the county court and justice of the pence courts. (13) The chancory
court is vested with exclusive original jurisdiction in all equity mote
ters (14), Jurisdiction over the estates of deceased persons, and the
persons and estates of minors and incompetents is excrcised by the prom
bate court (15), A justice of the peace court has originel jurisdiction

(1) £, Ark,, 1836, p, 40, (9) TIbid,, 1875, p. 32.

(2) Granger v, Pulaski County, (10) Rev, Stat., p. 654; A, Ark,,
TIB70], 28 Ark, 37, ; 1873, p, 121; 1887, p. 143;

(3) Maortin v. State, [1926], 171 1921, pu B4y~

Ark. 576, (11) Const. 1874, art, VII, sec.l.
(4) Jackson Y. Madison County, (12) Ibidy ;- eoci 45 ;

[1927], 175 Ark, 826. (13) Tbid., ' secs, 11, 14; Crim,.

= (5) Const, 1874, art, VII, sec., Codo, sec, 18, as amended
28, ! hpril 24, 1873, 214,

K

(6)
(8)

A, Ark,, 1851, p, 99,
Tbid., 1868, p. 84.
Tbid., 1939, p. 237,

Av Arics 71897, p,*90,
Const, 1874, art, VII, secs,
1, 34.
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in all matters of contract or damage to personal property where the aw-
mount in controversy does not exceed $100 exclusive of interest, In misw=
demeanor cases the Justlce of the peace sits as an examining court and

_ may commit, discharge or recognize offenders to the ‘court having juris-
diction for further trial, (16) . Juvenile ocourts wers established in
1911 for the bensfit and protectlon of depcndont and dellnquent children
(17)s &

5oy Inqpests to cstabllsh the cuuse of violent deaths sare to be con-
ducted by, the coroner (18), The grand jury may conduct investigatiens of
; cr;mlnal cases and of the official conduct and records of publlc offim
,clals end. 1nst1tutlons. It may return indictmeénts and rocommend refdrms,
. providing such arg in complianes with ‘existing laws, (19) After an in=
dictment has been returned by the grand jury (20) or ‘inform:.tion filed
by the pTOS“CUtlng attorney (21), the accused is brought to trJ¢l before
-y putlt or trial jury (LZ) 35 :

it the cuunt& olles upon the prosecutlng attorney and hlS duputlos to
represent it in crlmanl and eivil legal mﬁttprs'(ZS)

The county has charge. of preservation of the pesce and enforeement

of the law within its boundaries, The primsry enforcement officers are
~the sheriff, soroner, .and consb;prs They apprehond and jail melofees
tors and serve warrasats, writ¥s, and other ‘processes directed to them by
legal authority Their jurisdiction is county-~wide, (24) A person une
der, arrest is placed in the ¢ustody of the shor £, who may lock him up,
or reledse him unler bond oro._d1ng the offonse Chh),dd is bailable
_1(25). After & defendant. has teen found guilty . of a criue by & court of
- sompetent jurisdiction he is F(Tuddud to the custody of the sheriff who
1s responsible for thé executing .of the sentence (26). " Justvices of ‘the
. peacc have county-wide jurisdiction in misdemesnor case s (27), and  may
“conduct a prcllmln&rv exrmination of a defendant; chargc d with o felony,
remand him to - Julr'or rcleasb him from custody 1ccord1ng to the find-
mes (28) - £y

. 3
R s

- The’ county derives it§ revenue from the general property tax (QS)
" fees from the filing and rbcordlng of instruments (30) =nd the ~issuance

(168) Ibidisndbo, 40546 57 : (25) Ibwa., e, 1B1-158502 5;.,A.
SHLT) KU fpkas 1919, py 150 o ~K¥L:, 1917 T 1847 '

“wood v, Fxrrell [1927] 175 «(24) Rev,' Stat., p. 728,

Ark. 2719, A " (25) Const. 1874, art. ‘11, sec, 8;
*{18) Rev, Stat,, p. 195 ; i A, Ark,, 1875, p, 10; Crim,
(19) Crim, Code, 5605,99-106,: 401~ ' . ° ~Codey 'sec.. 79, ciiE R

P 406; A, -Ark,, 1927.%py 1185, (26) Rev, Stat., p; 3113 .
(20) Rev, Stht,, b. B306% 27 hidy. Dy ABEE :
(21) Const, 1874, amend, XX1, app, (28) A, Bekee 1870} P 358 B

Noyy 35 1936, ' & {5 (29) Ibid,, 1883, p. 208, ;

-(22) Rev, Stxt., B 306 you (30) Tbid,, 1935 D. 489,
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of licenses (31); a share of the gasoline -.tax (32); a per capita road
tax (33); Zn excise tax on marketed matural resources produgced within
the county. (34); general improvement tax (35);and from fines, penalties,
forfeitures, “and judgments' imposed, adjudged, or rendered in favor of
the county by the courts (36), The' justices.of the peace and the county
judge ferm the quorum court which meéts , ammually to set the, amount of
the county - levy and meke appropriations for expenses for oich fiscal
year (87), The tax assessor sets valuations upen real and personal prop-
erty (38), Any taxpayer may appeal to the county board of equalization
for an adjustment of his assessment (59). The assessor then turns the
books over to the county clerk who computes the amount of taxes acerued
against each 'item of property listed on the assessment books (40), Tax
payments are made to the tax collector during specified periods (41).
The offices 'of sheriff and collector were separated in Benton County in
1907 (42). Prior to that time the sheriff wos ex officio collector (43).
Claims against the county court are considered in gquasi-judicial pro=-
ceedings conducted by the county Judge before being approved, The treas—
urer, who is custodian of the funds of the county, townships, and school
districts, issues the warronts, He keeps & desceriptive record of every
warrant issued., The county court, through the county elerk, keeps & rece
ord of each appropriation, the warrants drawn ageinst, and the balance
remaining in, each fund, (44) When tho records have been completed they
are returncd to the county clerk (456), The books and accounts of county
and township'officers are audited ennually (46), : /

Any citizen of the United: States who is 21 yeurs of age, has lived
in the State 12 months, in the county 6 months, in the precinct, town,
or ward 1 month, prior to any election, and has a poll tax receipt is a
qualified elector in Arkansas, Aliens are prohibited from voting and any
felon mey be deprived of franchise, (47) Candidates for public office
must be electors, and must not have participated in a duel during the 10
years prior to the dute of the election, An atheist is denied the right
to hold office in Arkeansas, (48) General elections are held on the Tues=
day following the first Monday in November of each even-numbered year

(31)7A; Avke,, 1883, o, 210, (41) A, Ark., 1935, pp., 717-782,
(32) Ibid,, 1985, p, 452, (42) A, Ark,, 1967, p, 313,

(33) bid,, 1913, p, 864, (43) Const, .1874,art, VI, soc.46,
(34) Tbid., 1923, p, 68, ! (44 ReW,. Stothl 1D, 287 A | Ark,,
(36)- Ibids, 1921, p. BT74, e 1879, p. 115, '

(36) Ibid,., 1883, p. 199, (45) A, Ark,, 1883, p, 260,

(37) Const, 1874, art, VII, sec,30, («6) Ibid,, 1931, :p; 210.° ,
(38) Ibid., sec, 46, ‘ (47) Const,, 1874, art, IL, sec, 1;
(39) A, Ark,, 1929, II, '864, amend, VIII, app, 1920,

(40) Rev, Stat,, p. 6743 Const, (48) Const,: 1874, «art, XIX, secs,
1874, art, VII, sec, 19, : ladpas: :
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(49). General and special elections for State or .county offices are cen=-
ducted by the county board of election commissioners, The county board
is appointed by the State Board of Election Commissianers., The county
"board establishes pr601ncts, appoints judges and clerks,furnishes neces-
-sary ‘supplies, and canvasses and certifies election returns (50)s In the
ovent® of a yacancy in the office of United States .Senator and in all e-
lective State, distriet, circuit; ‘county, and township effices except
‘those of Lieutenant Governor, mcmber of the General Assembly and Repre-
Sentative,in Congress of the United States, the Governor appoints a perw=
-son to £ill the unexpired term,. Those so &pD01nted arc ‘prohibited from
5 suGChcdlng thomselves (618 ¢

' The county ‘directs the formetion of school dlSt?lOto and. the cheng=
"“ing of bounderies of the districts (52), "It 'levies'and 'collects the
taxcs for the schools (53); conducts school elections (04)' ‘is custodian
-of 'the ‘school funds, which it disburses by warrants drawn by the school
district . authoritics: (55), enforces thée rules and rbgulatlons of : the
'ArkAnS°s Stete Department of Education; furnishes the dop;rtmbnt ‘with
“tstatistical date concerning the county school system (56),and supervises
‘the distfibution of free text books to-the schools (57). The county: com
operates ' with the ' Extension Service of the College of Agrlculturo in
~. providing education in agrlculturo and home economics (589,

The county pqrticipates with the’ Arkansas-Sjate Board of Health
ond the United, Stetes Public Health Service in maintenance of o public
health progrem (59). The county department of public w6lfare Sorves te
agent for the State and Federal Governments in administering general re-
lief (60). The county cooperates with State and Federal ' authorities in
the treatment and quarantine of contagious or infectious diseases of ane—
Jimals, eradlcgtlon of cattle ticks, and burning of carcasses (65

" Marks and brands of'livostock T, mey be recorded (62 .55 Tne
spsction of weights, measures and scales is provided (63). The county
directs ﬁhe organization of improvement districts: for dralnbge (64),
flood protection (65), and fencing (66), Public and private boundary
llnes may' be surveyed and estublished by the county surveyor (67).

(49) A, ArL., 1927, 1187 58 . Health, Renort 1940 p.-7.A..
(50) &L~ Ar¥k., 189h,. p¢ 32,1931 , Ark,, 1929 TIS S TPRa e ¢ ,
pe 1118; 1935, P 427, (60) A, &rk, 1905 +p, 563 1937,p..f

(51), Const, 1874 amend kXIk,app. 1525 1939, pp.'256, 672

. =Novs.8; 1938 s ld ‘ (61) Ibid., 1925, p. 662,
(52) A, Ark., 1931, po. 504, ibEEL v (02) Rewy  dbal p;‘7o4-.A.Afk..
(B3) Ibld., p.'555 bt Sy 1901, p. 203, shued
(54) Ibld.,1935,p. 68, . (63) A.. ArL., 1913, p. 1057,
(55). Ibid., 1931, .p., 558 : = Ibld., 19L%; *pJ-195) 1921,p,.
(56) lbld», Dia 494 e - 391,
(67 ) Ibide, 1087, v, 1300,  ° (65) Ibid,,1879,p,117;1891,p. 297,
(58) Tbid., pp. 204 961, (66) Iblﬂ., 1899, p. 166,

(59) Erkensas S6to Bor vp) (67) Ibid., 1909, p. 180.
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Offices shown in circles created by Constitution.
Offices shown in rectangles created by statute.
(a) Two-year term of.office.
(b) Three-year term of office.
(c) Pour-year term of office.
(¢) ‘Six-year term of office.
. (¢) "Ex officio county »ClCI“z{ 1836-1888; counfy clerk bocame elective
office 1888,
“(f) Elected by and for all countlcg in fourth judicial circuit,consist-
ing of Benton, Carroll, Nadison and Washington Countics.
(g) Elected by and for ull countics in thirteenth chancery circuit,con-
sisting of Benton, Washington, Carroll and Madison Cour!t'les.., )
(1) Elected by and for poh’clcal townships.
(i) Elected by voters of school districts.
(j) Appointed by circuit’ judge, .
Appointed by Arkansas State Board of Heaulth.
(1) Appointed by Arkansas State Board of Public Welfare. o
(1) Appointed by Arkansas Stuate Board of Elcction Commissioners.
(n) Appointed by Universit ty of Arkansas, Collcge of Agriculture.
Appointed by qucrun court. §
“(p). Appointed by cou judge.
(q) Appointed by Governor.
County judge presiding.
Chancery judge ‘presiding.
(t) Sheriff is ex officio tax collector.
(u)? Circuit! Glerk is ex cfficin rovordertand chancery clert.
2 (v) Cownty clork is cx officio clork of the .probate, juvenile and quorum
g courts, . . -
(w) Surveyor is ex officio timber 1*1~‘:;(ctcr.
(x) liembers are county judgc, pre siding efficer, and Jjustices  of the
poace.
(y) Jury venirocs selected by jury cgmmission,
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HOUSING, CARE, AND ACCESSIBILITY OF THE RECORDS

The Benton County courthouse at Bentonville, the fifth to be occu-
pied by the county government, was erected in 1928 at a cost of approxi=-
mately $200,000, It is located on the past side of the publie square,
fecing west, The records of all county agencies are housed in the court-
house except the current records of the sheriff and of the justices of
the peace, The sheriff's current records sre kept in his office at the
county jeil on North Main Street. Current records of the justices of the
peaco are kept in the respective offices of the justices serving the
soveral townships of the county,

The courthouse is & two=story building with a basement, It is built
of yellow brick, trimmed with white Carthage stone, The outside dimene
sions arc 109' x 70%‘ and the structure is approximately 50% high. It
is of modified Gothic drchiteecturc, Tho main entrance faces west, The

"steps and five arches in front of the portieo are of stone, A small ves=
tibule and a lobby lesd to the first floor rotunde which is 58t x 21%;
with stairs at the northwest and southwest corners leading to the sccond
floor and tho basement., There are scparate entronces to the basement on
the cast and west sides of the building,

All offices and vaults have concrete floors, plastered walls and
ceilings, The structure is lighted by electrieity, hected by steem, and
is considered fireproof, Ventilation and atmospheric conditions are good
generally and thore are no treces of dampness or dust in the vaults or
officcs, The ceilings in all rooms &nd vaults are 12', oxcept the court—
room, which is 24', For the crrengements of the verious offices andl
their relationship to each other, consult the floor plans, pages 25=28,

A county jsil, in which the sheriff's offico is located, was erect-
cd on North Mzin Street in 1911, It is a T=shaped, two=story building
with basement,and is built of red brick, with white Carthage stone trim.
The interior walls and ceilings arc plastercd and the floors are wood.
The outside dimensions of the front part of the building are 30! x 45',
and the back part is 36' x 33', The sheriff's office is in the northe
west cornor of the first floor,

Facilities arc provided for the various county egencies as follows:

County Court. The county judge's suit of officos is on the east
side In thec basement. No records cre kept in those offices, The county
clerk is custodian of all court records, which consist of 415 file drawe
ers, contcining approximately 1,531 cubic feet of records, and 30 WOl
umes in his basement voult, 77 file drawers, containing approximoately 28
cubic feet of records, and 16 volumes in his mein vault,

County Highway Commission. The county judge is cheirmon of this
group. No records of the commission were found,

Circuit Clork as Recordsr, This official's office 1s to the lef't
of thc lobby at the moin entrance on the first floor, In it there are
48 lincar feet of shelving used to facilitate the handling of current
records which are in daily use, The recorderts records consist of 159
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volumes, 69 steel file drawers and 1 cardboard folder containing approx=-
imately 22,65 cubic feet of unbound records, in the circuit clerk's main
vault, and 374 volumes and 24 steel drawers containing approximately 11
cubic feet of records in his basement vault, :

Notary Public, .The county does not provide office‘SpacQ”for notae-
ries public, ¢ 210 - i

Circuit'Court, The courtroom occupies the central portion of tho
seccond <floor, There are long corridors on each side of the ocourtroom
and two doors open into each corridor, -The judge's stand is. &t the west
end of the room and the jury boxecs are on each side of the stand, There
arc galleries on each side of the room, The records of the circuit.court
arec kept by the circuit c¢lerk and are housed in his voults, In the main
vault therc are 112 steel file drawers,45 volumes and 8 bundles. containe
ing 37,44 cubic feet of unbound records, In the basement vault there are
552 steel file drawers,192 volumes and 168 steel Pigeon holes containing
181 cubic feet  of unbound records., ;

Circuit Clerk's Main Veult, This veult is located in the northwest
corner of the building on the first floor adjoining the office of the
circuit clerk and recorder, It contains 512 linear feet of steel rollem.
shelving in which are stored 248 volumes of bound records of the records

- er, circuit court, and chancery court, There . are 68 cubig feet of file

drawer space, containing unbound records of- these same ngeneies,. Other
equipment in the vault consists of 3 tables, 4 chairs, and 2 desks, Thoe
ventilation is good, and good-overhead lighting. is provided, Access: to
the vault moy be had from the circuit clerk's office and from the base=
ment vault, :

Circult Clerk's .Basement Vault, This voult is located on the west
side of the basement immediately under the office of the circuit clerk
and recorder, It contwins 576 linear feet of adjustable stecel roller
shelving, This shelving doe¢s not provide sufficient space for bound rece
ords stored in the vault, Many of the wvolumes are stacked on top of the
tiers of shclving, There are 596 steel file drawers and 168 stccl pi=
geon holes which provide 209,65 cubic feet .of storage space for - unbound
records, Housed in this vault are records of the recordem, the circuit
court, the chancery court, and the surveyor, Other eguipment consists
of* 2. tables and 4 chairs, Access to the wvoult may be had’from the basew
ment: corridor and the cireuit clerk's main voult,,

Choncery Court, The circuit courtroom is used. by the . chancery
court, WRecords. of the court are kept by the circuit clerk as ex officio
chancery clerk, and are housed * in his wvaults. In the main vault therc
are & steel file drawers containing 8 cubic: feet of unbound records, and
44 volumes, In the basement voult arc 1. file drawer containing .,32 cubic
feet of unbound documents and 29 volumes, .

Probate Court. Probate court is held in the circuit courtroom, The
records are in the custody of the ‘county clerk, who gets as ex officio
probote clerk, and are kopt in his wvaults, They consist of 4l steel file
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drawers, occupying 25 cubic fect, and 53 volumes in thc?main vault, and
9 file droewers, taking up 3,17 cubic feet, and 28 volumes in the base-
ment vault,

Juvenile Court, Sessions of juvenile court are held in the office
of tho county judge. Records of this tribunal, consisting-of one volune,
are in the county clerk's main veult, Unbound records are a part of the
county court records;, see entries 1 and 106

Justices of the Peace, Benton County does not providc qu(rtcrs for
the justices of thc peaca, Their courts are held in the respective town-
ships they serve, Their current rccords are in tho several, townships,
Non-current records, consisting of 45 volumes are housed in the county
clerk's basement vault, See entries 108 and 109. Sl

Prosccuting Attorney,. This official docs not have an offlce in thc
Benton County courthousc, He keeps no records, Criminal 1nform&t10n
prepared by the prosecuting attorney is filed with the ‘circuit clerk.
See entrles 69 and 70

Sherlff’ The sheriff's office is in the northwest cornmer of the
first floor of the Benton County jail building, His current records con-
sisting of 5 volumes ar¢ housed in his office in 12 linear feet of steel
sholving, Non=current records, consisting of 17 volumes, are in the
county clerk's basemnent vault. . o

Coroner No space is furnished in the courthouso for this offlalal
His inquisition rgcords are made a part of the c¢ircuit court recordss,
See entry 62, :

Constable, The county does net furnish uqnartarq for noﬁstnbles@
They keep no recordss,

X County Clerk, The county clerk's office is to the right of the lob=-
by at Tho main entrance on the first floor, Thers are 50 linear feet of
adjustable stoel shelving in this office for thc convenience of the ofw-
ficials in handling current records which arc in daily use.,.

County Clerk‘S‘Mmin Vault, This vault is located . in the southwest
corner of tho building on the first floor and adijoins the county clerk's
office, It contains 250 lincar feet of adjustable stecl shelving which
provides storage for 238 wolumes of bound records, There are 88 steel
file drawers and 39 bundles which contain approximately 33 eubic feet of
unbound records, Housed in this vault are records of the gounty county
the probate court, the county clerk, and the board of equalization, The
vault is well llghtcﬂ and ventilation is 'good, Access to it may be had
from the clerk's office and the county clerk's bﬂsement vault, In 2ddi=-
tion to the storage facilities: for records; the voult is equipped with
3 tables, 4 chulrs, and 2 desks,

ts
},;.

County Clcrk‘ Bﬂserent Vault. This vault is locctod in the base=-
ment immedistoly under the coumty clerk's office, ‘It contdins 513 line-
ar feet of adjustable steel shelving which is inadeguate to provide
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storage for the 606 volumes of bound records, Some of the volumes are
stacked on top of the tiers of shelving, There are 443 steel file drawe
ers and 56 bundles conteining approximately 165,5 cubie feet of unb ound
records, Housed in this vault are records of the county court, the pro=
bate court, the board of equalization, the county clerk, the treasurer,
Justices of the peace, the sheriff, election commissioners, the county
examiner, and the Confederate pension board, The vault is well ventileatte
ed and is lighted by artificial light, Access to it may be had from the
basement corridor and the clerk's mein vault on the first floor, In adw
dition to the records facilities, the vault is equipped with 3 tables
and 4 chairs,

Tox. Asscssor, The tax asscssor's office.is on the north side of the
rotunda on the first floor, Thero arc no permanont rocords kept by thiss
official, The assessment lists prepared by the asscssor are turned over
to the county clerk, Egg entries 130=134,

Board of Equalization, No officc space is provided for this DECNCY o
The county clerk is ex officio clork of this board and the records are
in his. care, They consist of 5 volumes in the clerk's basement vault and
2 volumes in the main veult,

Tax Collector, The tax collestorts: office is located on the eonst
side. of the rotunda on the first floor, There is 20 linear feet of ade
Jjustoble steel shelving in the office for the convenience of the collocw
tor in handling current tax records during the collecting period,

County Treasurer, The office of the treasurer is on the east side
of the first floor, The treasurer's vault ad joins the office, There aro
90 lineer feet of steel shelving containing 28 volumes, and 8 steel file
drawers containing 4,63 cubie feet of unbound documents in the tronse
urerts vault, and 37 volumes in the county clerk's basement vault,

Commissioner of Aecounts (Defunct), The dutics of this office have
been assumed by the Arkamsas State Comptroller, acting in the capacity
of ex vfficio director of county audits, There are no rogular quarters
in the courthouse for this offieial, but convenient spe.ce 1is provided
when audits are being made, Copies of the audits are filed with the
county clerk, There are 26 notebooks on the audits stored in the circuit
clerk's basement vault,

County Board of Eloction Commissionors, The' county does: not provide
quarters for this ageney, Records pertaining to elections are found in
one volume in the county clerk's besement vault,

County Excminer of Schools, This official occupies an office on the
souther.st corner of the second floor of tho courthouse, There are 24
linecr feet of steel shelving in s stecl cabinet, The records consist of
96 volumes, and 6 steecl file drawers, containing 13,41 cubic foet of une
bound records, in +the examiner's office, and 4 volumes in the county
clerk?®s basement veult,
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Health Unit. This unit occupies three offices in the northeast cor-
ner of the first floor. All records are Pept in the county nurse's. of=
fice. There are 6 wooden file drawers containing 16. b/.cublo feet:of
records. ;

" County Department of Public Welfere. Iwo rooms on the northwest
corner of the second floor are occupied by this department. The records
consist of 1 file drawer contalnlng 4,16 cubic feet of space,and 4 steel
file boxes containing .73 cubic féet, and 2 bound volumes_kert on the
desks.,

Confederatec Pension Board. This agency was rendered inactive by the
General Assembly of 1939, Its records, consisting of two volumes, were
found in the county clerk's vaults=- one in the basement vault and the
other in the ¢lerk's main vault. :

County Surveyor. The surveyof s office is on the south sidé of the
second floor.- No records are kept here, but there are 20 volumes stored
1n the circuit clcrk' basement vault.

Agricultural Ektension Service, This department occupies three of-
fices in the southeast corner of the first floor. Therec arec 7 steel file
drawers containing 15,65 cubic feet of space in each office, There are
50 linear feet of wooden shelving containing bullefins in -the county
agent's office. % fe
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COUNTY COURT

The first county court in Benton County was. established by author-
ity of the -Constitution of 1836 (1), The court's status  remained un-
changed until the General Assembly of 1873 eabolished and supplanted it

“with a board of ‘supervisors, The board consisted of three members, -
. ‘lected for a 2-year term, Its jurisdiction was co-extensive with the ad-
ministrative powers of the county court. (2) The Constitution of 1874
“abolished ‘the board of supervisors, re-established the county court {5
and the office of its presiding magistrate, the county judge. The judge
is elected at the regular biennial election for a 2-year term, (4) Other
officers of the court are the county clerk (5) and the sheriff (8),

The court holds exclusive original jurisdiction in all matters per-
taining to county roads, ferries, bridges, taxes, .bastardy cases, va-
graﬁts,the apprenticeship of minors and the disbursement of county funds
(7). Appeals ' from the rulings of the court are ‘token to the ‘circuit
court (8)., £ : ; :

By congtitutional authority the county ‘judge is presiding officer
of the quorum court (9), and the General : Assembly of 1911 made him ex
officio judge of the juvenile court-(10), He also serves as chaeirman of
‘the county highway commission (11), ‘and the county textbook board (12),

- Records ‘of the proceedin5s ~of the county court are kept by the
- county clerk and housed in his main wault, unless otherw1se shown in the
entries,

Cese Papers

1. COUNTY COURT PAPERS, 1869--, Est, 100,500 instruments in 489
: steel f,-d., (1-470; 19 £, d. unlabeled), :
Original case papers of county court, 1869-73, 1874--, and board of su-
pervisors, May 1, 1873-0Oct., 13,1874, consisting of petitions, claims for
. ‘allowances, court orders, end reports, = Included are petitions for the
farmaetion and dissolution of municipal corporations and the annexction
of territory to cities, 1906-36; annual reports of incorporoted towns,
1922-29; . reports of road overseers to the county court ond roud over-
seers!' bonds, 1882--; fire insurance policies of. county property, - 1911~
373 petitions erklng to- prohlblt the sale of whlskey in certain spec-

w

1) iConatbs. 18386 04 k.. VI, BOP« (6 Thidi . b, 128,
o Bentol fas L finiooh (1) Const,: 1874, art VII, sec.28,
) b bk o b A8 T8y p i Bl wiortn 8 A bibeg s00si Vbt o
) Const. 1874, art, VII, sec.- = - (9) Tonst., 1874,&rt, VII, sec.30,
I, ot (0 )y A Ark., A933;:p4 1674
4) 1Ibid., sec, 29, {11} Tvid,,; 1939, p. 1018,
b} -Rev, Staby, pe 177 {123 1Ibid., 1937, p. /1100,




-

B
County Court (2=3)

iPied areas within the county, 1884-1919, 1933-35; petitions seeking the
enactment of laws prohibiting livestock running at large, 1910-26; peti-
tions seeking a free range for livestock, 1934; - petitions for the con-
struction of roads and bridges, 1882--; contracts for construction work,
1909-25; plans and specifications for ‘construction projects, 1903-36;
brders of ‘appointment and oaths of office of appointees of the county
court, 1884--; resignations, 1912--; petitions to change township line,

 }

- 1912-19; cleims for allowances, 1882--; petitions for salary account of

. 1934, and other miscellaneous papers pertaining to matters coming under

the general jurisdiction of the county court and board of supervisors,

' 1869--, . Claims show name of claimant, statement of service or supplies

furnished, amount claimed, dete filed,notation of .approval or disapprov-
al, Petitions show numes of petitioners, purpose of petition, and date
filed, Reports of county officers show name of office, itemized state-
ment of receipts and disbursements, report date,and signature of report-
ing officer, Miscellaneous papers show names of parties affected, pur-
pose for which instrument was drawn, ~and date filed. Also contains:
Petitions to transfer school children, 1885-1930, entry 2;  incidental
filings of official bonds and appointments, 1898--, entry 36; reports of
grand jury, 1900-1932, entry 64; probate court papers, 1869-1927, and
incidental filings,1928--, entry 87;incidental filings of wills, 1870--,
entry 88; juvenile court .papers, ‘1911--, entry 106; quorumiCOurt papers,
1887--, .entry 114; public utility assessments, 1909-16, entry 126; ab-
stract of tax books, 1876-1937, entry 127; 1ist of voters, 1911=19, en-
try 149; reports of corporations and articles of incorporation, 1894~
1534, entry 156; cstray papers, 1904-26, entry 163; reports of sale of
16th section school lands, 1899-1928, entry 167; producers' reports,
1936--, entry 171; official transcripts, 1899--, entry 174; equalization
board reports, 1898--, entry 175; reports of commissioners of accounts,
1894-1930, entry 187; birth certificates, 1914-24, entry 213; death cer-
tificates, 1914-24, entry 214, DNo obvious arr., For index, see entry 4.
H., 1869-73; hpf., .1874-1008; tpf., 1909--, 19 f. d. 47x'4 x 10, 470 £,
d. 10k x 45 x 135,. 415 £, d., 1869-1930, in co. clk. ba. v.; 74 £, d.,
-1931--, in co, clk, m. V.

2. SCHOOL TRANSFERS, 1931--, Est. 500 instruments in 2 steel f. ds
Titles vary slightly, 1885-1930 in County Court Papers, entry

1% ;
Petitions to county judge for transfer of school children, showing name
‘and ‘address of child transferred, numbers and names of 'districts from
which transferred ‘end to which transferred, signature of petitioner,
date filed, and date agproved. Arr, chron. by date filed. For index,

see entry 4. Hpf., 1035 x 4% el %.

3, APPFALS (from County Court Decisions), 1918-23, 100 instruments
in'l steel £ods 0 ' e
Original claims against the county. for damzges to preperty -due to the
construction of public roads, which were disallowed by the county court
and appealed to circuit court, showing name of claimant, amount claimed,
dete disallowed, and date appealed. . Arr. chron. by date filed, For in-
dex, ‘soe antry 4,  Hpf. 14 'x 4 x 10,

]
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4, INDEX TO COUNTY COURT PAPERS, 1869--.. 2 vols. (A4,, B).
Index to County: Court Papers, entry l; School Transfers, 1931--, entry
2; Appeals (from County Court Decisions), 1918-23, entry 3, showing name
of claimant, petitioner, or title of proceedings, claim number, and file
drawer in which original instrument is filed. Arr, in alph, tabbed secs.
and chpong thiereunder iby.date (filed,.. Aver. 750 ppe+.17 x 12 x:3,

5. COUNTY HIGHWAY CLAIM DOCKET, 1932--, 1 'vol. (A).
Record of, allowances of cldaims by the county court for +the payment of
costs of construction and maintenance of county roads and bridges, show-
ing ‘datesofiicourt tterm; -« fclaim number; + nature of claim, ;. amount, . date
filed, order of approvaloor: disapproval, signature of county judge, . a-
mount-allowed, and number of warrant issued in payment, Arr, numer, by
elaim®no, “INovandexs VoHPE, T0600upps i ¥6axc 28 Xhd & :

8y COUNTY::COURT CLAIM DOCKET, 1932-=, 2.vols, {4, B).
Record of ullowences of claims by the county court for the payment of
general expenscs of county government, showing information as in entry

S5s: wArr, numer, by claim moy Noiindexs “Hpfe @ Aver, 600 pbg 15 X 18 X" 0,

Proceedings

7+ .COUNTY COURT RECORD, 1867-63, 1865--, 20 vols, ‘(firsf 2 vols,
depeds. Ay Gy E=KyaNs 5. Qsr S5 Us W, Esndes Ly 03y " TTCt1EE Vva=
ry slightly, . / i s
Record of proceedings of the county court, 1857-63, 1865-April, 1873,
Oot, 14, 1874--, and board of supervisors, Mey 1, 1873-0Oct, 13, 1874, in
matters such as appointments, the formation and dissolution of municipal
corporations, ' construction of county buildings, purchase and sale of
county property, issuance of bonds, petitions for opening and con-
structing roads and - building bridges, the transfer of, school children,
the calling of elections, the formation of improvement districts, and
allowance of claims, Entries show date of proceedings,nemes of officers
of the court in attendance, names of parties affected by court procoed-
ings, nature of proceedings or claim, court order concerning  euach ac-
tion, and signature @ of presiding judge, Also contains: Road record,
1860-63, 1865-86, entry 8; school record, 1869-86, entry 9; proceedings
of building commissioners, 1870-76, 1926-30, entry 1l; proceedings in
insenity cases, 1870-1918, entry 104; proceedings in juvenile cases,
1911-37, entry 107; proceedings in quorum court, 1875--, entry 115; sale
of 16th section lands, 1878-82, . and incidental recordings, 1883-1904,
entry 168; incidental recordings of proceedings of school commissioners,
1858-60, entry 205,  Arr, chron, by date of proceedings. No index, 1857-
63, 1865-67; for index 1868--, see entry 10. H., t. Ayver, 400 pp. 18 x
1Rix 2. 15 yolg,, 05264, 180beiu0g, S ilolesl i in cog clke bag ves o
volse, 1910=113 1918==,in coy clki m., Vv,

8, COUNTY COURT ROAD RECORD, 1887--, 8 vols, (&, H, M, P, R, V, Y,

2.3 Titles vary slightly. 1860-63, 1865-86 in County Court
we-m-Rocordy entry . o aiinitin o

Record of proceedings in county court with refercnce to the construction

and meinbonence of vounty roads, showing date of proceedings, name of
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Commission
e

road overseer, road district number, listing of claims allowed, showing
claim number, name of claimant, amount claimed, number of warrant issued
in payment, and copy of signature of county judge. 1887-1916, arr. in
numer, tabbed secs. according to road dist. no. and chron, thereunder by
date filed; 1917--, chron, by date of proceedings, For index, sece entry
10, Hph., 1887-1916; tph., 1917--, Aver. 640 pp. 18 x 12 x 3. 6 vols.,
1887-1916, in co,. el ba var 2 vols;; “1917==gin "e0. SBEE masvs

9. COUNTY COURT SCHOOL RECORD, 1887--. 2 swelay Tilonl, (a1, 4).
Titles vary slightly. 1869-86 in County Court Record, entry 7.
A record kept by the county court of the functions,cost, and maintenance
of county schools, showing date of proceedings, number and name of each
school district, appointment and ‘résignation of school directors, school
district transfers, estublishment of new and changes in old districts,
sale of 16th section land, apportionment of school funds to districts,
and appointment of beneficiaries to attend the University of Arkansas.
Arr, chron, by dete filed.. For index, see entry 10, H,, t. "Aver, 640
pp;'18 x 12 x 2=, 2EvrolEyy 1887-1928;, in co. clk. ba, vy - 2 wvols,.,
'1929--, 'in co. clk. m, V. i B irae s ;

.+ 10, INDEX TO COUNTY COURT RECORD, 1868--. 8 vols. (A-H).
Index to County Court Record, entry 7; County Court Road Record, 1887--,
entry 8; County Court School Record, 1887--, entry.9, showing neme of
claimant, petitioner, or title of proceedings, and book and page of rec-
ord entry. Arr. in alph, tabbed secs. and chron. théereunder by date
filed. H. Aver. 650 pp. 18 x 12 x 3., 6 vols,, 1868-1929, 'in .co, clk.
ba. v.; 2 vols,, 1930--, in co, clk, m, V. 3

11, JAIL COMMISSIONERS RECORD, 1910-11. 1 vol. 1870-76, 1926-30
: in County Court Record, entry 7.
Record of proceedings of building commissioners appointed by the county
court to construct the county jail, including plans and specifications
for the building, contract price, name of contractor, and specified date
building to be completed. Bach entry shows date of proceedings,'dr date
instrument recorded, names of interested parties, and copy of signatures
of the commissioners, Arr, chron, by dete filed. No Index P H 152D,
125 x 8 x 5 In cg. oiky Ba, v

COUNTY HIGHWAY COMIISSION
The General Assembly of 1929 provided:_for the establishment of a
county highway commission if the electorate: of the county ratified the
.provision’ (1). The setting up of the commission was nmade mendatory by
the 1939 session, The county judge is chairman of the commissiop.and is
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Internal Improvement Com= (12)
missioner.

allowed  to appoint two other members to serve with him for 'a 2-year
term. These appointments are subject to the approval of the ‘quorum
court, The commission is authorized to e¢nforce any reasonable msasures
for the betterment of roads within the county, except those included in
the State or Federal highway systems, (1)

No records of the agency were found in Benton County.

NTERWAL IMPROVEIENT COIMISSIONER (Defunct)

- The «flice. of internal irnprover=nlcomi’ssioner was created in 1850
(2), . and supplinicd in 18€8 by the oflics © of State Thprovement Commis-
sioner (3),, The couhty offite was re-trenced in 1875 and nade an’ appoin-
tive power of the Tonrd of supervisors, The’ term was' for: 2’ years and
the chief function of Lhe office wes the collection of ull funds due ‘the
county on' internsl improvements, (4) The Constitution of 1874 made no
provisions for the continuetion of the office,

No records of this office were found in Benton County,

CIRCUIT CLERK AS RECORDER

In accordance with provisions of the Constitution of 1836, the cir-
cuit clerk served as county recorder (5). The Condtitution of 1874 made
the saﬁe provisions, The clerk is elected at the general election and
serves a 2-year term, (6) The principal function of  the office is the
filing, recording, = and preserving, of all instruments of writing which

- affect the titles of real or personal property (7},

Records of the office are in the custody of the circuit clerk and
ere housed in his main vault, unless otherwise shown’'in the entries fol-
lowing this essay.

Real Property Conveyances

Daily Register

12, RECORD OF INSTRUMENTS FILED, 1857--, 17 vols, (A-Q).
Chronological listing of instruments filed for record in the recorder's

(1) 153d., 1929, p. 1018, (4) A. Ark,, 1873, p. 54,

(B AP AP OIBR0 ., «HaveT] (5 ) *Conat 018865 i 6rEl VIiVsec, 7,

“X3)" Const, +1860, " arti"SVil 36l (6) Const,1874, art,VII, sec, 19,
Aa558 % j | (7) Rev. Stat., p. 656.
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Circuit Clerk as Recorder (i1:38)

office, showing nemes of grantor and grantee, nature and date of instru-
ment, consideration, date filed,and book and page of record entry. Arr.
alph, by first letter of name of grantor and chron, thereunder by date
filed, No index. Hpf. Aver., 640 pp. 18 x 12 x 2, 14 vols., 1857-1936,
in cir. clk. ba, v.; 3 vols., 1937--, in Cir, Clke M, V.

Deeds

13, DEED RECORD, 1837--, 237 vols. (A-Z, 27-237). Titles vary
slightly, being descriptive in some instances of the contents
of certoin vols. in which conveysnces of & standardigzed or
special form may be grouped, Incidental recordings, t901, 1909
1911--, in Mortgege Record, entry 21, :

Record of instruments executed to convey title to real property by pri-
vate or public sale, showing date exscuted,nemes of grantor and grantee,
consideration,legal description of property, copy of signoture of grant-
or, acknowledgment, date filed, and recording certificate. Included
‘glso are miscelloneous recordings as follows: '

i, Adoption, record of, 1899-1924, showing date of court term,
date of instrument, name of child, copy of certificate from
custodisn of child, place and date of birth, date of adop-
tion, copies of signatures of adopted parents and persons or
agency relinguishing custody, acknowledgment, and recording
certificate, :

ii, Affidavits, record of, 1889--, showing date executed, name of
“affiant, purpose of affidavit, names of persons and/br legal
description of property involved, copy of affiant?s signe-

ture, acknowledgment, date filed, and recording certificate,

iii, Decrees of courts-affecting. land titlcs, rccord of, 1838=--,
showing number and style of case, legal description of prop-
erty involved, names of parties affected by order, date exe-
cuted, copy of signoture of presiding judge, dete filed, eond
récording certificate,

iv, Dmenecipution deed liberating Negro slaves, record of, 1863,
showing date executed, namc snd physical description of
slave, consideration or reason for granting freedom, copy of
signature of owmer,acknowledgment, date filed, and recording
certificate.

v, Homestead graduation certificates, record of, 1911-28, showing
certificate number, neame of grantee, legul description of
property, improvements made and other requirements met, date
issued, copy of signatures of the President of the United

. States and Secretary of the Interior, recording certificates
of the State Land Commissioner and county recorder. :

vi, Marriage contracts, record of, 1857-1920, executed to show in-
dividual property rights of husband and wife, ., terms of con-
tract, description of property involved, copy of signatures
of parties to contract,date filed,and recording certificate.




PR (IS

b
f

L&
R

d

;S

)=
1=

Circuit Clerk as Recorder ' (14)

vii. Municipal corporations, = record of annexations of territory to,
1881-1934, " showing descrlntlon and boundaries of land to be
annexed, number of inhabitants, name of town, date of peti-
tion, names of petitioners, order of aoproval of court, date
filed, 'and reCOrdlng certificate,

viii, Reuemptlon deeds, record of, 1879--, showing date executed, name
of grantee,légal deséription of property, consideration, date
property sold for texes, date redesméd, copy of signature of
county clerk date flled, and recordlng certificute,

ix, Right-of-way deeds, record of, '1901~-~, pernlttlng the building
of hithavs, railroads, power, telephone and telegraph lines
across privately owned property, showing names of grantor and

: grantce, date and terms of grant, legal description of prop=-
erty, copy of 31gna+urc of grantor, acknowledgment, date
filed, and recording certificote. ;

s ﬁov”lty deeds, . record of, 1881--, oxecuted to convey mincral
' rights,” showing nemes of grantor and grantee, amount of royal-
ty intercst sold, legul description of property, acknowledg-
ment, copy of signua‘ure of grantoryand rocording cortificate.

X Schedule of merried woman's separately owned property, 1850--,
showing itemized 1list of real and personal property, neme of
property owner, date executed, copy of signatures of inter-
ested parties, acknowledgment, and date recorded,

Also contains: Timber deeds, 1933-35, .and incidental recordings, 1919-

32, entry 163 incidental recordlnés of oil and gus leases, 1920, entry

17; reul estate mortgages, 1837-70, entry 21; releases of mortgages,
1837-70, entry 23; liens, 1879-97, snd incidental recordings, 1898-1900,
entry 265 plets; 1877-8C,and incidental reccordings, 1881-1927, entry 27:
bills of sule,” 1837--, cntry 30; ‘chattel mortguges, 1837-82, entry 32;

ofifi cielv bonds:/and appointments, 1840-68,  and incidentpl recordlngu,
1869-1908, wntry 37; ministers! crcdcntiils, "1837-1919, ceftbpyr 40; s orti-
cles of uSSD”lﬂthﬂ, 1882-1928, entry 43; articles of pgrtnershlp, ly42-
75, entry 44; contracts, 18&0--, entry 45; incidentel recordings of
wills, 1837=--, entry 89; nd incidentel recordings of physicians! certi-
ficotes, 1916-31, entry 161, 1887-8C, arr, chron, by dete recorded;
1881--, arr. in segreg.ted groups wuccording to type of conveyance and
chron, thereunder by dute recorded,  For index, see entries 14 and 15,
Heon To 2 Aver... 600 pp.. .+ 18 x 12 % 3. 178 vols,, 1837-1928, in cir. clk,
ba, v.; 59 vols., 1929--, in cir. clk. m. V. : .

14, DIRECT ILDLX -DEEDS, 1837-~¢ 23 vols. (4=17). Titles vary slight=
Ly, :

Direct index to Deed Record,entry 13, showing numes of grantor and gran-

- tee, naoture of instrument, dote recorded, and book and puge of record

entry. Arr, in alph,’ tabbed secs., by first letter in name of gruntor nd

. chron, thereunder by date recorded, Hpf, Aver. 450 PP o AB82% 12 % 2%.

17 vols.,, 1837-1923, in cir, clk. ba. V.; 6 vols,, 1924--, in cir., clk,
M ¥
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Circuit Clerk as Recorder (15-20)

15. REVERSE INDEX, DEEDS, 1837--, 23 vols, (A-W). Titles vary
slightly. : :

Indirect index to Deed Record, entry 13, showing names‘ of grentee and
grantor, nature of instrument; dete recorded, and book and puge of rec-
ord entry. Arr, in alph, tabbed secs, by first letter of surname of
grantee ond chron, thereunder by date recorded, Hpf. Aver, 450 pp. 18
x 12 x 2%, 17 vols,, 1837-1923, in cir, clk, ba, v.; 6 vols,, 1924--, in
(ol B LI 1 R S SR

16. (TIMBER DEEDS), 1912-36,  1912-32 in MNortgage Record, entry
21; 1953-35, ond incidental recordings, 1919-32, in Deed Ree=
ord, entry 13.
Record of instruments executed to convey timber rights, ‘showing names of
grentor ond grantee, date end duration of deed, consideration, legal de-
scription of property on which timber is located, copy of sipnature of
grantor, sicknowledgment, date filed, and recording certificate,

Leases
—T7. (0il and Gas) LEASE RECORD, 190l--. 12 vols. (1 vol, unlabel-
ed, B, 2-11). Tncidental recordings, 1920, in Deed Record,
entry 13. e ok
Record of instruments executed to convey the right of ingress and egress
for the exploration of oil, gas, and minerals, showing date executed,
nemes of lessor and lessee, legal description of property, considera-
tion, terms, copy of signaturé of lessor, acknowledgment, and recording
certificate, Also contains: Notices of mining claim locations, lvlo=--,
entry 19, Arr, chron, by date filed. For index, see entry 18. Hpf.,
tpf. Aver, 640 pp. 18 x 12 x 3, 10 vols,, 1901-30, in cir. clk. ba, V.;
2 vols,, 1931--, in e¢ireolk, m, V. §

18, INDEX TO LEASE RECORD, 190l1--., 3 vols, (1-3). Titles vary
slightly.
Direct index to (0il and Gas) Leese Record, entry 17, showing names of
lessor and lessee, datc executed, date filed, legal description of prop-
erty, and book and page of record entry.  Arr, alph, by first letter of
SiSnans ‘of Temsor . Hphatdivonsias poy 188 Tirx 4% :
19, "[MINING RECORD], 1896-19156., 1 vol, 1916-- in (0il and Gas)
lease Record, entry 17, - :
Record of notices of mining clain lecation, showing name of claimant,
boundaries by section, township and range, description of lode or vein,

date ‘claimed, copy of signature of claimant, acknowledgment, and record-:

ing certificate, Arr. chron, by date recorded, For index, see entry 20,
H. 350 pp. 165 % 1200 2, T eirg elles bag v,

20. INDEX TO MINING RECORD, 1896-1918, 1 vol.
Direct index to [Mining Record], entry 19, showing name of claimant,
location of mine, and book and page of record entry. Arr, alph, by first

letter of surname of claimant. Hph, 60 pp. 14 x 8 x'%, In cir, -Blk,

bo s Ve
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Mortgages

21, 1MORTGAGE RECORD,.187l--, 133 vols, (A-Z, 27-39, 41-48, 50-59,
'61-134, 136, 137). Titles vary slightly, being descriptive in
some instances of the contents of certain vols., in which mort-
gages of a special form may be grouped, 1837-70, in Deed Rec-
ord, entry 13; incidental recordings, 1909-10, in Release of
Mortgages, entry 23.
Record of mortgages on real estate, showing date executed names of mort-
gagor and mortgagee, consideration, legal description of property, terms
of mortgege, copy Of signature of mortgagor, date filed, wcknowledgment,
and recording certificate., Also gontains: Incidental recordings of war-
ranty deeds, 1901, 1909, 1911--, entry 1u, timper deeds, 1912-32, entry
16; release of mor tgages, 1871-1907, 1921- -39, and incidental recordings,
1908-20, entry 23; liens, 1886-97, and 1n01dental recordings, 1898-1909,
1913, 1922-23, entry 25; incidentel recordlnvs of bills of sale, 1883~
1934, entry 30; chattel mortgages, 1883--, and incidental recordings,
1871-82, entry 32; releases of chattel mortgages, 1900-1936, entry 35;
incidental recordings of articles of association, 1910-24, entry 43, and
incidental recordings of contracts, 1878-1928, entry 45, 1871-1916, arr,
chron. by date recorded; 1917--, in segregated groups according to type
of mortgage and chron, thereunder bv date recorded, For index, see entry
2est Hpfon bofe - Aver..; 640 PP 18¢ o 122 NS S es oY o s SR R Sl el
ol o oldc abar s, 85 Vo, (1928==0 An careacllc . W,

22, GENLRAL INDEX TO MORTGAGES, 1871--, 19 vols. (A-S).

"Direct and indirect ihdex to Mortgage Record, entry 21, and Release of
Mortgages, 1908-20, 1940--, entry 23, Direct section of index’ shows neme
of mortgagor and mortgagee, date of instrument, Ilegal description of
property, date filed, and book and page of record entry, Indirect sec~
tion shows same information with names of mortgagee and mortgagor re-
versed. Arr, in alph,. tabbed secs., by.first letter of surname of mort-
gagor or mortgagee and chron, thereunder by date recorded. Hpf. Aver,
500 ppe#id85x 4125 1% 8.4, 151018 s . 187121924, ,in cirs olk., ba, V.. ¢
S0l 845501925054 i0n cinicllks M, 2V, ; -

23, RELEASE OF MORTGAGES, 1908720, 1940--, 4 vols, (40, 49, 60,
135), Titles vary slightly. 1837-70 in Deed Record, entry 13;
1871-1907, 1921-39, and incidental recordings, 1908-20, in
Mortgage Record, entry 21.

Record of releases on real estate mortga.es, showing date of execution,
date of release, names of mortgegor and mortgagee, legal description of
lands mortgaged, copy of 'mortgagee's signature, acknowledgment, date
filed, and recording certificate, Also contains: Incidental recordings
of real estate mortgages, 1909-10, entry 21; incidental recordings of
bills of sale, 1909-10,,entry 30; incidental recordings of chattel mort-
gages, 1909~ 10, entry %2; incidental recordings of contracts, 1910, en-
t2y. 455. 4ATE . .Chron, by date filed,. For index, see entry 22. Hpf,, t.
_Aver, 640 ppm' 18% X 125°% Ba. .0 vols., 1908202 neiry cldles ba v, 71

vol,, 1940--, in c;r. clk m, . V._ Z : ;

’




Circuit Clerk as Recorder (24-29)
Liens snd Lis Pendens
bs 225 in-

24, . (Materialmen's end lMechanicfs) LICNS, 1932--, Est.
: struments in 3 steel f. d. (dated). i
Original liens filed by mechanics and moterialmen ‘ageinst the property
of unother for security of debt, showing nature of lien, neme and ead-
dress of person imposing lien, amount of lien, name of person against
whom lien is filed, description of property, signdture of lien holder,
acknowledgment, and date filed. Arr, chron, by date filed. Indexed
alph. by first letter of surname of lien holder, T.; tpf. 105 x 4% x 12,

25, RECORD,OF‘LILNS; 1898--. 3 vols, (A-C). 1879-97, and inciden-
; ‘tal recordings, 1898-1900, in Deed Record, entry 13; 1885-97,
and incidental recordings, 1898-1909y 1913, 1922-23, in Mort-
guge Record, “entry Gl 3 : : :
Record of liens upon property for security of debt, -showing information
as in entry 24, Arr. chron, by date filed, Indexcd alph, by first let-
ter of name of lien hélder. Hpf. Aver. 490 pp. 16 x 11 x 2. -

‘26, LIS PENDENS RECORD, 1904--% 4 vols. (1-4). : :
Record of notices of suits pénding in court declaring a lien may be es-
tablished against certain designated property to satisfy court judgment,
showing nemes ~of plaintiff and defendant, purpose and nature of lien,
legal description’ and location of propérty, copy of signature of person
filing notice, gcknowledgment, and repordingvgertificate. Arr, chron,
by date. filed. Indexed alph., by first letter of surname of pltf, H.

Aver, 640 pp. 18 x 125 x 3.

Surveys and Plats

27. PLAT BOOK, 1881==, 2 vols. (A, B).  1877-80, and: incidentel

e récordings, 1881-1927, in Deed Record, entry 13, A
Individual plats bound in volumes consisting of -plats, town sites, addi-
tions to, and subdivisions of towns and citiésiof Benton County, and
plats of estates mede in sccordance with court decrees of heirship. Dach
plat shows date of survey, name of town site, subdivision or estate, and
‘ name of surveyor, Arr., alph,' by name of addition or town, subdivision
" or estaté. For index, see entry '28. H. and blueprintss Aver., 200 pp.

JHehs Sl s

28, INDEX.TO PLAT BOOK, 1881--. 1 vol, =t
Direct index to Plat Book, entry 57, showing title of plat, and book and
page of record entry. Arr, alph, by first letter in.title ofplate®-T,

TOD Dpe 19 Xe 0 KoLy

29, PLATS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS, 1923--, 1lwol, .
Record of plats of each school district of Benton -County, showing number,
size and location of districts with boundary lines, date distriet form-
" &d, dated surveys made, ond date recorded, Arr, chron, by date filed; No
index, Hpf. 322 pp. 125 x 173 x 2, In‘cir, elk, ba. ‘v. s i
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Uircuit Clerk as Recorder : ; (30=35)

Personal Property

. Conveyances

30, (BILLS OF SALE RECORD), 1837--, 1In Deed Record, entry 13; in-
cidental recordings, 1883-1934, in Mortgage Record, entry 21;
incidental recordlngs, 1909-10, in Release of Mortgages, en-
Try*2on o

Record of ‘instruments executed to convey title : of personal property,
showing names of grantor and grantee,terms, itemized listing of property

sold, copy of grantor's signature, acknowledgment,and recording certifi-
cate,

Mortgages

31, [CHATTEL MORTGAGES}, 1905--, Est. 15,200 instruments in 81
steel £, d. Subtitled by names of mortgagees.

Original ¢hattel mortgages executed for the purpose of conveying lien
upon personal property to secure payment of debt, showing nemes of mort-
gagor and mortgagee, date and amount of mortgage, description of proper-
ty given es security; terms of mortgage, acknowledgment, and certificate
of Tiling, Arr.*alphi by flrst letfer of surname of mortgagor or trus-
TEes  No indeX " Tpf, lO-J % 4" Xt A28 220" Piod 57 1006-328Y in cir, olk:
bas ves 61 £, di, 1933-=i*din‘ciritecll. " n. v,

32, (CHATTEL MORTGAGE RECORD), 1837--, 1837-82,  in Deed Record,
entry 13; 1883--, and incidental recordings, 1871-82, in Mort=-
gage Record, entry 21; incidental recordings, 1909-10, in Re-
lease of Mortguges, entry 23,

Record of chattel mortgages, showing information &s in entry 31,

33, CHATTEL MORTGAGE RECORD (Minutes of), 1881--, 41 vols. (A-Z,
©1-15), Titles vary slightly. :

‘Numerical listing of chattel mortgages filed, showing assigned‘ serial

number, names of mortgagor and mortgagee, description of mortgaged prop-

‘erty, date executed, date due, and marginal notation of release. Arr,

in alph, tubbed secs, according to first letter of name of mortgagor,
and chron. thereunder by date filed., ©No index, Hpf, Aver., 640 pp. 18
X 12— x &. 36 vols,, 1881-1936, in cir, clk, ba, v.; ‘6.vols,, 1936--,
SN2 il m. Ve

34, - ORDER OF ?LLLASE,IQSO--. Est. 400 instruments in 5. steel i d
(dated).
Original chattel mortgage releases, showing names of mortgazor and mort-
gagee, legal description of property, consideration, date .of mortgage,

date released, and date filed. Arr. alphy by first letter of surname of

mortgagor, No index. Hpf. 103 X 4_ Sl g g B diged P LIS 0RF0F ineiy;
¢lics - bainvr,y 2‘f. d., 1940-=, in oir, cIX% ms v, :

36, (RELEASLS OF CHATTEL IfORTGAGES), 1500-~1936, In Mortgugé Re-
cord, entry 21, , e A
Record of chattel mortgage release,showing dateg executed, names of mort-

" gagor,end mortiagee, ' dats and anmount of mortia;e, description of .chat-
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Circuit Clerk as Recorder (36-40)

tels mortgaged, copy of signature of mortgagee, acknowledgment, date
filed, and recording certificuate.

Bonds, Credentials and Cgmm;ssions 22

36, OFFICIAL BONDS AND APPOINTMENTS, 1891--. Est. 775 instruments
in 2 steel f. d. and 1.cardboard folder, Titles vary slightly.,
Tncidental filings, - 1898--, in County Court Papers, . entry 1.

Bonds filed by county officers guaranteeing faithful performance of du-
tics, showing name of officer, date of bond, name of office to which e-
lected or appointed, names of sureties and amount of bond, duration and
term of office, signatures of official and bondsmen, acknowledgment,
date filed and approved., Appointments show name and addressof officer,
title, date of appointment, sigunature .of appointing -officer, -and date
filed, Also contains: Notary public bonds, 1923-36, eppry 89, - Arr,
chron, by date filed, _No index, Hpf., tpf., t. File drawers 10% % 4%
x 12, folder 1 x 4 x.95. 1 f. d,,. 1891-1629, in cir. clk, ba, v.; 1 f.
ipidesand. 1 folder, 1930--, in cir. clk, m. V. ;

37. RECORD OF OFFICIAL BONDS AND APPOINTMENTS, 1869--, 3 vols. (A=
C). Titles.vary slightly..1840-68, and incidental recordings,
1869-1905, in Deed Record,,entry 13. : S
_ Record of official bonds and appointments, showing information as in en-
try 36. Arr, .chron, by date filed, Indexed alph,. by firsf letter of
surname of officer. H., t. Aver, 615 pp.. 18 a0 126 x BSutsae vols,, 1869-
1912, in ¢ir,:clk, ba. v.; 1 voly,: 1913--, in cir. clk. m. V.

38, REGISTER OF:COIMISSIONS, 1881-1925. 1 wvol. (L)%
Register of county officers! commissions, showing name of officer, title
-of office, date of commission, .date of qualification, post office ad-
dress, amount of fee paid to .Secretary of State of Arkensas, when and

. * ‘where collected, and date remitted. Arr, chron, by date elected or ap-

‘pointed{ ‘No index. Hpf. 300 pp. 16 x 115 x 1 5/4. T 0. Tas C LK s DB V4

39, WNOTARY PUBLIC BONDS, 1891-1922, -1937--. Est. 300 documents in
. 2 steel £, d, Incidental filings, 1923-36, in Official Bonds

.-+ @and Appointments, .cntry 356, o : v
Original bonds of notaries public filed to guarantee faithful perform-
ance of official duties, showing neme of notary or constable, amount of
‘bond,  term of office, signatures of officer end sureties, acknowledg-
ment, certificate of approval, and filing certificate, Arr. alph, - by
first letter of surneme of notary end chron, thereunder by date filed.

" No index. Hi, t. I10% x-4% x 12, -

40, ‘REGISTER OF MINISTERS'.CREDENTIALS, 1920--,. 1 vol, 1837<1919

in Deed Record, entry.13, ( ; S P
Record of credentials issued to ministers authorizing performance of
marriage ceremonies-and all necessary duties of ministers, showing name
of minister, date credentials granted, denomination with which he is &f-
filiated, date ordained,- copy of signature of church official who issued

“f.iisertificute; date filed, end recording certificate, Arr, chron, by date

filed. Indexed alph, by first letter of surnume of minister, T. 650 pp.
T Ao ron
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Circuit Clerk as Recorder; (41-45)
Notary Public

Discharges

41, SAILOR'S AND SOLDIER'S DISCHARGE RECORD, 1919-—. SEYONE AT |
: ?)

Record contalnlng verbatim copies of dlscharge ccrtlflcafcs of citizens

who served, or were called into service, in military or naval forces of
the. United States during the World War, showing name of dlschargcd per-
son, reason for discharge, place of birth, age at enlistment;’ civilian

occupation, physical description, commanding officer's certificate of’

discharge, date of discharge, enlistment record, giving detuils, includ-
ing name, grade, whether enlisted or inducted, length of service, rank,
skill in markmanship and horsemanship, engagements in which he served,
wounds received, physical condition, marital status, character, date
filed, and recording certificate, Arr, chron. by date filed, For index,
see entry 42, Hpf. .Aver, 450 pp, 18 x 122 x 3.

42, (Index té) SLILOR'S AND SOLDIER'S DISCHLRGE RECORD, 1919--, 1

Nols ol ) : _
Direct index to Sailor's and Soldier's Discharge Record, entry 41, show-
ing name of sailor or soldier, classification, book &nd page of record

enitrysd Avrs algh by first letter of surname of soldier or sailor. Hpf.
3905 ppis 184 Xl Bk 254

Miscellaneous

(RECORD OF ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION), 1882-1928, In Deed Rec-

ord, entry 13; incidental recordings, 1910-24, in Mortgage,

Record, entry 21,

Record of the formation of a non-profit assoclatlon, show1ng regulatlons
and purpose, name, place of meeting, date organvzed names of officers,

articles of incorporation, date filed, and recording certificate,

44, (RECORD OF ARTICLES OF PARTNERSHIP), 1842-75, 1In Deed.Record,?

entry 13, '
Record of articles of partnership filed, showing date of instrument,
names of parties entering into partnership,kind of business to be trans-
acted, amount invested by each partner, place where business is to be
conducted, acknowledgment, copy of signatures of partners, and date re-
corded,

45, (RECORD OF CONTRACTS), 1838--, 1In Deed Record, entry 13; in-
" "“cidental récordings, 1878=1928; in' Mortgage Record; entry 21;
. incidental  recordings, 1910, in Release of Mortg&ges, entry

23,

Record of qgrebment between two or more parties, show1ng names of -con-.
tracting parties, date of contract terms, copy of olgna*ure of con-

trecting parties, 99Lnowle¢gment, and recording certificate,

v . . ~ v
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Circuit Court : : (Next entry, p. 43)

notary public for each county (1). At present, in accordance with an act
of the 1874 General Assembly, the Governor appoints a discretionary num-
ber of notaries public in the county, whose terms are 4 years'(z). The
chief function of the notary public is to take acknowledgment of all:ins=
struments of writing which require legal authentication (3),

: At present - (1941) there are 140 commissioned notaries public in
Benton County (4). - ;

CIRCUIT COURT

The esteblishment of a 'circult court was authorized: by the Consti-
tution of 1886 (5), and wes continued by subsequent constitutions (6).
The presiding judge is elected by the voters of the fourth judicial cir-
cuits (7), for a 4-year term (8). Counties comprising the fourth judicial
circuit are Benton, Carroll, Madison, and Washington (2).

Two terms of court ' are held each year in Benton Cpunty,'beginning
on the third Mondey of March and September (10). Members:of the court,
other than the judge, are the circuit clerk (11), and the sheriff of the

county (12).

The circuit court holds exclusive,original jurisdiction in all met-
ters, both civil and criminal, not assigned to another court. It holds
appellate. jurisdiction over the county and justice of the peace courts,
(13) . Appeeals from.the rulings of the court are carried to the Arkansas
State Supreme Court (14). :

An aot of .the General Assembly of 1897 authorized the eircuit judge
to appoint an official court stenographer to serve the courts of the
eircuit. The stenographer's tenure of office is concurrent with that of
the judge making the appointment, (15)

{1) " Rev: Mbets, p. DBES (@) A Ak o188 L 4T
(2) &, Ark,, 1874-75, p. 6l. (8) Const, 1874,art, VII,sec. 17,
{5 IBid: iy, 588, () BE Tk, ORSET,) B, 44
(4) Totary Public Record, 1941, IO ) Toid. rp. 289

D 94 2 . () Row, * Stabl; psWTE
(5) Const. 1836, art, VI, sec, 1. + (12) Ibids, p. 728, ;
(6) Const, 1861, art, VI, sec, 1; (13) Const, 1874, art, VII, sec.

Const., 1864, art, VII,sec, 1l; 1%,

Const. 1868, art, VII,sec. 1;. (14) Ibid., sec. 4.

1 (15) K. Ark., 1897, p. 63.

Const, 1874, arty VII,sec.
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Circuit Court Vo (4B=47)

The first circuit ‘clerk in Benton County was elected by authority
of the Constitution of 1836 (1). The present Constitution provides for
the election of the clerk for a 2-year term, and furtheér piovides that
he serve as ex officio county recorder (2). The General Assembly of
To06 11 establishlng separate chancery courts, named the .cireuit clerk
ex officio ¢lerk of that tribumal (3), ' '

Records of procsedings of the circuit court are kept by the c1rcu1t
¢lerk and housed in his main vault, "unless 0thurw1so shown * in the en-
tries,

Civil Division .
Case Papers
~46, [CIRCUIT COURT PAPE RS], 1866-~, ~ Est., 131,400  instruments in

658 stesl f, d,” (1~ 658) 2 steel £, d, and 168 steel pigeon

holes (nnlabelnd) )
Original papers of civil and criminal cases +tried in thé circuit’ court,
such as petltlonu, subpoenas, answers, motions, pleadings, list of'" wit-
nesses, court orders," notices of appeal, transcripts of ‘testimony, éx-
hibits, and mandates of the Arkensas State Supreme: Court, Each document
shows the nature of the instrument, number and style of case, names of
attorheys, date filed and, if recorded, book and page of record entry.
Also contains: Appeal transeripts, 1866-1921, entry 48; 'coroner's in-
quisitions, 1881-1936, entry 62; abstract of misdemeanors, 1881--, entry
by dioposed of chancery coturt Gcase papers, 1866-1931, and incidental
filings, 1932--, entry 75. 1866-1940, no obvious arr.; 1941--, arr,
alph, according to flrst letter of name of pltfTs ~“For:iindex, see entry
47, H.,*%., hpfs, tpf. '658:%,°d," 105 x 43 x 1235 gi®.”a% 12i%vie x'24;
pigeon holes 4 x 4 x 9, 562 f,*d, and- 168 pigeon holes,  1866-1936, in
Cirie gllk, ba, v.; 108 f, dj, 1937-=, in cir. clk, m., v.

47, INDEX TO (Circuit) COURT PAPERS, '1868--, & vols. (1 vol. un-
labeled, C, D), :

Index to [Circuit Court Papersy, entry 46; [4ppeal Transeripts], - 1922,

entry 48, showing case numbor, nature of the case,  box number in which

papers are filed, trial date, and, if recorded, book and page of record

SOtV ARy alpn. by first letter of name of pl%f. and chron, thereun-

der by date" filed, Hpf. Aver. 450 pp. 18 x*12'x 3. In'cir, e¢lk, ba, v,

(1) «Const, '1836; art., VI, sec. 7. 19, ‘o
(2) - Const, 1874,  art, VII," sec,. (3) <A Ark,, 1903, .ps 326
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" Circuit Court

- 44 -
(48-54)

48,  [APPEAL TRANSCRIPTS], 1922--. 80 instruments in 1 steel f. d.
1866-1921 in [Circuit Court Papers], entry 46.

Copies of transcripts of circuit court cases which were appealed to Ark-

onsas State Supreme Court,showing date of proceedings, name of plaintiff

and defendant, case number, names of witnesses, testimony of each, and

pleadings of attorneys in case. No obvious arr, For index, see entry

47, T, 105 x 45 x 12,

49, RANKRUPICY PAPERS, 1934--, 150 instruments in 1 steel f. d,
Original notices filed by the Federal Court to stop proceedings in the
State court that affect property of bankruptoey petitioners, showing name
of person, firm or corporation, date of petition,place of business, sig-
natures of conciliastor's committee, and date filed, Arr, alph, by first
letter of surname of bankrupt, and chron, thereunder by date filed, UNo
index. Tpf. 10% x 45 x 12, :

Proceedings

50, °'CLERK'S BAR DOCKET (Civil and Criminal), 1866-83, 3 vols. (&,

B; 1 vol, unlabeled), Titles vary slightly.

Minutes of proceedings in civil cases inicircuit court, showing informe-
tion &s-in entry 51, : Minutes of proceedings in criminal cases showing
information as:in entry 72. Also contains: Chancery docket, 1866-83,
entry 78, Arr, numer, by case no., No index, Hpf. Aver. 450 pp. 16 x
11 x-25. - In cire.clks ba, ¥v. fie g : ;

51, COMMON LAW DOCKET,‘ISQBJ-..G bound and 4 loose-leaf vols.(F-K;
4.vols, unlabeled), Titles vary slightly. o o

Minutes of progeedings in civil cases tried in circuit court, showing

‘number and style of case, name of attorneys, date of proceedings, .order

of .court, process issued, amount. of jury fees accﬁmulated in each case,

and book and page of record entry, fArr; numer. by case no, No index.

Hpf. Aver, 450 pp, 16 x 11 x 2%. 6_vols., 1898-1918, in.cir, clk, ba,
v.; 4 vols,, :1919--, in cir, clk, m. V. i E aatod o

52, LAW RECORD, 1893--, '8'¥ols. (A-H). 1837-92°in Circuit- Court
R . Record (Qriminal_Cases), Nt T3k 45 -
Record of proceedings in civil cases tried in the circuit court, showing
.term of court, . case number, date of trial, names of plaintiff and defen-
dant, cause of action, names of attorneys,plea of defendant, court judg-
.ments and penalty, - order of custody of person or property, and date re-
corded. . Also contains: ‘Declarations of intention, ' 1893-1907, and inci-
_dental recordings, 1908-12, entry 58, Arr. chron, by trial date. For
index, see entry 53. H., t. Aver. 650 pp, 18 x 12 x 3. ' !

53, INDEX TO COMMON LAW RECORD, 1893--, 3 vols. (A-C).
Index to Law Record, entry 52, showing names of plaintiff and defendant,
case number, date filed, and book ond page of record entry. Arr, alph,
by name of pltf, Hpf. Aver, 550 pp, 18 x 125 x 3.
54,  JUDGMENT DOCKET, 1858--. 5 vols, (B-F). =
Record of judgments s&nd decrees entered or filed in the cireuit’ court
for. executiot, . showing number: of cose, names of litigants. and attorneys,
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@nircutt-Conrt: (55-59)

neme of Jjudgment debtor, amount of judgment,itemized statement of: costs,
and date pajd.,Arr. .chron, by judgment date., For index, see entry 606,
H.,, hpf. Aver, 450 pp, 18 x 12 x 2}. 3 vols,, 1858-1919, in cir, clk.
bas V.3 2 vols,, 1920-=, incir; clk. m, v, g

55. " INDEX TO JUDGMENT DOCKET, 1858-=, 4 vols,
Index to Judgment Docket,:' entry ‘54, showing names of pleintiff and de-
fendant, date of'instrument, 'style of case, and book and page of record
entry. - Arr, alph, by first letter of surndme of Jjudgment debtor, Hpf,
Aver, 150 pp. 173 x/ 115 % 5. ' ‘2'vols,, 1858-1910, in-éir, clk, ba, Ve; 2
vols,., 1911--, in cir. olk. m..v. .

56. EXECUTION DOCKET, 1872--, 2 vols. (4, B), ;
Record of execution . orders issued by the circuit court for the collec-
tion of judgments in civil cases and fines and costs in criminal cases,
showing number and style of case, amount of judgment lien, accrued in-
terest, date filed, name of:sheriff, "nome of Jjudgment debtor or defend-
ant, copy. of signature of circuit clerk, itémized statement of fees due
sheriff .for exgcution, und-copy'of signature of sheriff, Arr, chron, by
date issued, Indexed alphi by first letter of surname of pltf,, 1927--;
for index, 1872-1926, see entry 57, Hpf, Aver. 250 PpRPl8ixR¥1g 'xiBTEN]
voly, 1872-1926,:inteiry elky'ba, 'v,5°1 voli;%1927--, iin eir e liegsim: W,

57. ' INDEX TO EXECUTION DOCKET, 1872~1926, 'l wvol,
Direct index to Execution Docket, 1872-19286, entry 66, showing names of
plaintiff and defendant, and book and page of record entry, Arr, alph,
by first letter of surname of pltf, H., Aver. 75 PP L6 K 11%‘x %. In
cir, elk; bu, v, ik o

Naturalization

.. 58, RECORD OF DECLARATION OF INTENTION, 1908--, 1.vol. Iast entry
; 19256, 1875-92 in Circuit Court Record (Criminal Cases), entry

73; 1893-1907, and incidéntal’racordings, 1908-12, 'in Law Rec-
» ord; fentry 524 ' : ot
. Record of declaration by aliens of their intention to become citizens of
the United States, showing name, age, ‘occupation, physical description,
place of birth, last foreign residence and allegiance, date of arrival
in the United States,’ name of vessel on which voyage was made, present
place of residence therein and oath of intention to renounce allegiance
to all Governments other than that of the United States and in good
faith to become a citizen of, and permenently reside therein, Arr,.chien,
by date filed, Indexed- alph, by first letter of surname of alien. Hpf,
100 pp, 14 x 9 x-%.» Ineingcelld bao vy ;

§9, PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION, 1907-29, 1 vol, :

Record of petitions to the circuit court for naturalization of ‘aliens,
_showing name of applicant for 'citizenship, date application made, place
of residence within the United States, occupation, nationality, 'date of
.. birth,date and place of entry to the United States, name of wife. or hus-
band, . oath of intention' to become a citizen of the United States, length
of residence in the United States, affidavit of witnesees.as to the-cors
rectness of statements, oath of allegiance, order of court on petition,
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Circuit Court (60-64)

and notice of investigation by  United States Department of Labor, Arr,
chron, by date filed. Indexed . alph by flrst letter of surnsme of peti-
tioner., pr ..100 pp. 14 x Sk }. In cir, clk, ba, V. ; i

Financial

60, WITNZSS FEE BOOK, 1872-90, 1893- 1903, 7 vols, (a-c, b-H) 1904-=-
" in Fee Book (ClVll and Crlmlnal), entry 61,
Record of fees paid to various parties for services as w1tnesses, show=-
ing date of court term,” style of suit, nemes of witnesses,number of days
served,- amount claimed per diem and for mlleage, and amount paid,. Arr,
chron, by date of court term and numer, thereunder bJ case no, No index,
Hpf., Aver. 400 pp, 18 x 14 x 2,. In e¢ir. clk, ba. v

: 61. FEE BOOK (Civil and Criminal), 1872--, so.vols. (A-H; 22 vols.
) dated),
Itemized record of fees assessed in civil and crlmlnal cases in cireuit
court, showing number and style of case, nature of offense, names.of at-
torneys and witnesses, date 'fee incurred, total amount, statement of
cost, and date paid, Also contains: Witnesses fees, 1904--, entry 60;
““chancery fee book, 1894-96, 1901~ 2, entry 83, Arr, chron, by proceedings
date. Civil fee book ‘indexed alph, by first letter of surnsme of.pltf.;
oriminal -fee book, by first letter of surname of deft, H., hpf. Aver.,
450 pp. 16 x 12 x 2%. 29 vols., 1872-1939, in cir, clk, ba, Vel vol
1940--, in cir.'clk, m, v. e ’ :

: Criminal Division
(See also entries 46, 48, 50, 56, 61)

Inquests and Indictments

62. (CORONER!S INQUESTS), '1881-1936, = In [Circuit, Court Papers],
et entry 46. TEerkE 3 i PR
" Coroner's report of 1nquests, showing name of deceased person, date of
death, date and place of inquisition,list of witnesses, digest of testi-
- mony, certlflcate of examlnlng physicien, verdict of jury,and 31gnatures
of foréman of Jury and coroner. Soams e B

’63.x MINUTES OF GRAND JURY, 1880-1935,. - 1941—;. 111 vols.  (dated).
Titles vary slightly.

Minutes of proceedings before the. 01rcu1t court grand Jury, shoW1ng date
- of court term, names of witnesses . who teutlflbd digest of testimony,
: brief statement of investigation madel,numbsr of indictments returncd,

and date filed in court. Arr, chron. by court term. No index, H, Aver.

200 ppy 12 x 7% 2 %. 110 vols., 1880-1935, in cir,clk, dba, v,7 1 Wol.,

1941--, in cir, clk, m. V. ol B0 B :

64, (REPORTS OF GRAND JURY), 1900-1932,  In-County Court Papers,
entry 1. : : : e - S

- Reports of grand jury, showing number of cases investigated, number of

ntrue blllS of 1ndlctment, report of 1nvest15atlon ‘of .county- offices and

as : e
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Circuit Court (65~70)

institutions; recommendations, repqrt  on. sanitary conditions of county
property, specific recommendations, and signature of grand jury foreman,

' 65, WITNESS:BEFORE GRAND JURY, 1881~89, 1905-8,. 2 vols,, Gy
Record:of withesses summoned before grand jury, showing:date and court
term, ' number of'days witness served, number of miles tréveled, fees due
each witness, date of examination and allowance, signature. of circuit
clerk, dates paid and filed, Arr, chron, by date of court term., No in-

dex, H," Aver, 220 pp, 12 x 7 x =, 1In cirgellk, be v,

66. CIRCUIT CLERK'S. (Jutor's) ' CERTIFICATE FOR, WARRANTS, 1936-37.
60 instruments in 1 steel f. d.. o :
Original certificates given by the' circuit -clerk authorizing issuance. of
county warrents in payment of juror!s fees, showing date issuyed, name of
Jjuror, date 6f court.,term, number of days in: attendance, amount of fees
and mileage, signature and seal of +the cireuit clerk, Arr, chron. by
date issued. No index, Hpf. 103 x 4% %12,

67, (Grand and Petit) 'JURY CERTIFICATE BOOK, 1881-1906, 2: Woks s
Recorded: lists of grend and petit jurors selected by the jury commis-
sioners, showing term of court, name of juror, . number of days: in atten-
dance at court, amount of fees and nileage due, copy of ‘signeture of
‘clerk, date filed, arid date recorded. Arr, chron, by date of -court term,
No index, H, Aver., 300 pps 18 x 12 x 2, In cir, clk, ba. v,

68. INDICTMENTS, 1878-1932, Est. 1,250 instruments. in ‘8 bundles,
1933-39, and incidental filings, 1927-32, in Chancery Court Pa-
pers (Pending Cases), entry 76, Sbig e
“Original indictments voted by the grand Jury and filed with the circuit
-clerk for recording after apprehension of person charged in indictment
with violation of law, showing number and style ,of case, crime charged,
date and place. of alleged crime, . nemes of prosecuting attorney,  grand
Jury foreman and clerk, date filed, amount of bond, mame of .trial judge,
names of witnesses, and filing certificate, No obvious arr., No index,
Hpf., 3 1/3 x 3 x 8%,

69, (Criminal)INFORMATION, 1938--, 350 instruments in 1 steel f. d.
Original papers of criminal information and grand jury indictments filed
by the prosecuting attorney. Criminal information shows ' case number,
name of defendent, nature of offense, date of alleged crime, -signature
of prosecuting attorney, and date filed., Indictments show.information
&s in entry 68, Arr, numer., by case no. No index, = Hpf., tpf. 105 x 4%
% 1o

70, INFORMATION AND INDICTMENT RECORD, 1880-1936,. 1940<~-, 8 vols.
(A-H). DNo record, 1937-40, Titles vary slightly,

Recorded copies of criminal informations, showing information as in entry
69, and true bills of indictment voted by the grand jury and filed with
the circuit clerk for recording after apprehension of person. chayged
-with.violation of law, showing information as in entry 68, Arr,: chron,
by date filed. 1Indexed alph, by first letter of surname of deft, Hpf,
Aver, 640 pp,:-18 x 12 x 3, T vols,, 1880-1936, in cir, clk, ba, v,; 1
vol., 1940w=-, in cir, clk, m, v. ; ,
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Jury Commission (71-74)

71. (ABSTRACT OF MISDEMEANORS)a418élr—._.In;[Cirqdit'Cougt Papers],
entry 46.
Reports of justices .of the. peace to'circuit court: of misdemeanor cases
tried in justice of peace courts, showing name of justice of the. peace,
name of township in which he has jgrisdiction, date. of court term, style
‘of. case, nature of offense, costs, date filed, and signature of' justice
of the peace, & :

Proceedings
72. 'BAR DOCKET, CRIMINAL, 1883--. 12 bound and 2 loose-leaf vols.
3 (B-1; 2 vols._unlabeled). 3 : S
Minutes of proceedings of circuit eourt in criminal cases, .. showing num-
ber of case, name of defendant, names of attorneys, offense charged, mo-
tions and demurrers,court rulings, verdict, judgment, and court sentence ,
Arr, numer, by case no, No index, Hpf, Aver. 450 pp. 16 x 11 x 2%,

 73. CIRCUIT COURT RSCORD (Criminal Cases), 1857--. 13 vols. (A-M).
Record of proceedings in cases tried in circuit court, showing date of
term of court, names of court. officers, case number, trial date, offense
charged, names of litigants, and court order, Also contains: Proeeedings
in circuit court civil cases, 1837-92, entry 52; declarations of.inten-
tion, 1876-92, entry 58; proceedings in chancery court cases, 1837-40,
entry 79, Arr, chron, by proceedings date. For index, see entry 74,
. Hpf, Aver, 640 pp. 18 x;lz% x 3, 9 vols., 1837-1915, in ecir, clk, ba.v.;
4 Wols,, 1916<=,"1n cir, clk,"m.; vV, : 3 o ey

. ..74, INDEX TO CIRCUIT COURT RECORD, 1837--., -9 vols. (dated).:

- Index to Circuit Court Record (Criminal Cases), entry 73, showing number
and style of case, names of plaintiff and defengant, and book and page
_ of record entry. Arr, alph, by first letter of surneme of deft.  H.
Aver, 400 pp. 18 x 12 x 85. 5 vols., 1837-1912; in Cilfe Cliks BH. Vo4
vols., 1913--,-in cir, clk, m. v, : o ;

3

" JURY COMMISSION'

3 The jury.commission exists by authority of the Criminal Code,adopt-
ed by the General Assembly of 1869 (1), The commission is .composed of
three members, appointed by the circuit judge for the duration of the
term of court’ for which the jurors are selected (2). -

_Grand  and petit juries are provided for in Benton County by author-
ity of the Criminal Code of 1869 (3). . Eightoon grand jurors and twenty-

{1) trim. Codé, 1869, secs. 401, (2) A, Ark,, 1671, 5 Bed, -+
405, 406, {3) Crim. Code, 1869, sec. 98,
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Chancery Court (75)

four petit jurors' are selected by the jury commission from lists of vot-
ers of the county, ' The panel is submitted to the court, where the final
’selec+1on of 16 grand end 12 petit jurors is made, (1)

Records of appointments of the members of the Jury pommission and
-the proceedings of hoth juries are parts of the circuit court records.
See entries 63, 64, 67, g

CHANCERY COURT :

The establlshmsna of a separato chancery court was left to the dis-
cretion of the General Asscmblv by all constitutions of the State, 'Unbil
such time, equity jurisdiction was vested in the circuit courts. (2) No
chancery court was created in Benton County, until a general law of 1903
made its establishment mandatory in all counties, Benton was attached
to the 1lth chancery circuit (3), where it remained until 1925, when it
was made a pert of +the 13th circuit (4), The chancery judge is elected
by the voters of his circuit, for a term of 6 years, Other officers of
the court are the circuit clerk, in the capacity of clerk of the chen-
cery court, and the sheriff of the county as ministerial officer, (5) A
constitutional amendmegnt, approved in 1938, made the chancery judge the
presiding magistrate of the probate court (6) Chancery court holds ex-
clusive, originel jurisdiction in all cases of equity.

Appeals from the rulings of the chencery court are taken to the
Arkensas State Supreme Court (5)

Records of proceedings of the chancery court are kept by +he cir-
.cuit clerk.in his ' ex officio capacity as clerk of the chancery court,
-end housed in.his main veult, unless otherwise shovm in the entries,

L)
: .
Case Papers

75. HANCERY COURT PnPERS (Disposed of Cases), 1932-- 250 1nstru—
ments in listeel »f. de 1866-1931, and incidental flllng
1932-~, in [Circuit Court Papers], entry. 46,

v 4 : »

(1 )08 AP, T 1888 1w "gok: (3) A, Brk), 1905 p. 314
(2) Const, 1836, art. VI,sec. 6; {4 )it Bid e 2028, Daiiel,
Consb,,. 1861, art, VII, sec, . (5) Tbid., 1903, p, 314.
6; Const, * 1864,, art.. VII, (6) Tomst, . 1874, .emend, XXIV,
.86C,.- 83 .Const,. 1868, art, ; sgc. 2, _approved , November,
“¥1l, sec, b3 Const, : 18744 .- : 1938, declared effective Jan-

arty V1L secs 156, e uary-l.,-1569,
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Chancery Court (76-80)

Papers of cases heard in chancery court, including petitions, subpoenas,
motions, pleadings, official transeripts, list 'of witnesses, summons and
' court orders, notices of appeal, exhibits and mendates of the Arkansas
Supreme Court., Each document shows kind of instrument, case number,
style of case, names of persons affected, names of attorneys, and date
filed. Arr, alph, by first letter of name of pltf, No index. Hay > tpry
IR ianil6 x gy L Ly

76, CHANCERY COURT PAPLRS (Pending Cases), 1927--., Bst, 298 instru-
ments in 2 steel £, d, (labeled by contained letters of alpha-
bet).

Papers of cases pending in chancery court, showing information &s in en-
try 75. Also contains: Indictments, 1933-39, and incidental filings,
1927-32, entry 68, Arr, alph, by first letter of surname of pltf, No
indem. « «Deniod2 = 16 % 24 : R TFa

Proceedings

77. [ TRANSCRIPTS OF APPWAL&D CHANCLRY CASLS], 1923--, ::. 80 instru-
' ments in 1 steel fo d. : el S :
Uriginal +transcripts of < cases heard in chancery court which were ap-
pealed, showing date of procsedings, digest of testimony,number of case,
nemes of witnesses and attorneys, date filed, and date appealed. No ob-
Yious urr. No index, T. 10= = 4% x 12" .In éir, clk, ba, ¥.

78, CHANCERY DOCKET, 1903--., 1 wol, (A-K). Yitles vary slightly.

. 1886-83 in Clerk's Bar Docket (Civil and Criminsal), entry 50,

. Minutes of proceedings in cases tried in chencery court, giving ‘trial

dete, mnumber and style of case, nature of proceedings, and notations of

court order,  Arr, chron, by triel dete. Indexwvd alph.by first letter

of surname of pltf, and chron, thereunder by case no, Hpf, &ver,260 pp.

16% x 11 %2, 9 vols,, 1903=36; in'cir, clk, ba, V.3 2 vols., 1937--,
incireelles moow,

79. CHANCERY (Court) RuCORD, 1841--, .33 vols, (1 vol, unlabeled;A-K,
My N, Pty o=V Aez, a2y, EO0=81, 53,94 36-40), 1837-40 in

Circuit Court Record (Criminal Cases), entry 73,
Record of proceedings of cases tried in chancery court, showing date of
proceedings, case number, style of case, names of officers of the court,
litigants and attorneys, names of witnesses, trial date, nature of pro-
ceedings, and orders of the court, Also eontains: Record of foreclesure
sales, 1841-1906, entry 8l. Arr, chron, by trial date. No index, 1841-
1902; for index, 1903--, see entry 80, Aver., 650 pp. 18 x 12 x %5,

80.. INDEX CHANC:RY COURT RiCORD, .19Q3--.  5.vols. (A-E). ;
Direct index:to Charcery (Court) Recoxrd, entry 79; and Record 'of Salss
. Chencery, 1907--, entry 81, showing names of plaintiff and defendent cnd
.-book and poge of record entry, &rr, alph, Ry first letter.of .surname of
SBTEIE B, AVeriU7E ppl Terx 11 x B0 e wiEney 8
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Chancery Court (81-886)

. Foreclosure :
81, ' RECORD OF bALuS CHANChRY 1907-- 7 vols, ULy O R2 W sliom,
a0 ). . Tltles vary sllghtly. 1841 1906 in Chancery (Court) Rec-
ord, entry’ 79
Record of lands sold by the chancery commissioner to satisfy Judéments
of the chancery court, showing date of decree, names of plaintiff and
defendant, legal description of propertv, date of sale, name of purchas-
er, consideration, and case number, 4rr, chron. by sale date, For index,
see entry 80, Hpf, Aver, 650 pp, 18 x 12 5 vols,, 1907-30, in
cirs clk. bag vys 2 vols., 1931l=afi iy pHgd clk MgV

82, - COMMISSIONKRS SALH RECORD, 1903=-25, 4 VOiS. (APD); _Subsequent
records not found, '

Record of foreclosure sales conducted by chancery clerk as commissioner

in chancery, showing ourchdse price, with princinal and interest item-
ized,. name of purchaser, and method of payment, order of distribution
with costs itemized, names of persons to whom peyments were made, date
executed, name of grantee, dete deed delivered, and name of person re=-
ce1v1ng,1t Arr, chron, by date of sale, Indexed leh by first letter
of name of purchaser, --Hpf, Aver, 400 pp, 18 x 12 X 2 Invsagy “Blk.

ba., v,

Financial

83, Fif BOOK, CHANCERY, 1903-30, 8 vols, Titles vary slightly,
1894-96, 1901-2 in Fee Book (Clv11 and Criminal), entry 61,

Record of fees in chencery court, showing number of case, date and term

of court, style of case, names of witnesses,number of days served nemes

of plaintiff and defendant, clerk's cost, by whom paid, and statement of

costs,  Arr, chron, by proceedings d&te. Indexed alnh by ‘first letter

of surname of pltf, Hp Aver, 484 pp, 155 A 22. In ecir, clk,ba, v,

84, DISPOSED OF CHxNCLRY FEE DOCKET, 1930--, 1 loose-leaf vol,
Record of fees in-chancery court, disposed of cases, showing informution

88 in entry 83, Arr, alph, by first letter of surndme of pltf and chron.

thereunder by date instituted, No index,  Hpf, 400 PP, x142 x 23.

85, CHANCERY FLi DOCKuT (Cases Pending), 1989--, 1 loose-leas vol,
Record of fees in chuncery court, ceases pending, showing informution os
in entry 83. arr, by first letter of surname of pltf, and chron. there-
under by dete instituted, No index, Hpf, 600 pp. 9% x 14% x 3.

Délinquent Taxes

086y DLLINQULNT LANDS RQAD IMP(rovement) DIST(rlct),1919 264 3 wols,
(1+3),  titlés vary slightly.

Record of 1lands in spécial road improvement dlsfrlcts on which taxes

have become .delinquent, showing name of land owner, ,legal deseription of

property, area, tax and penalty, clerk's fee, court cost, commissioner's




Probate Court » > (87)

fee, attorney's fee,advertising cost, number of acres sold,date of sale,
by whom purchased, where and by whom redeemed, smount of purchese price,
copy of officer's signature * attesting redemption of lands, when re-
‘* deeméd, and to whom,  #rr, chron, by delinquent date = and numer, there-
under by land description, No index, Hpf., Aver, 156 pp. 16% b S S l%.
In cirs clk, ba, Ve ' s S e

' s ¢
PROBATE COURT ... r+ o N

The probaste court in Benton County was. established under a provi-
sion of the Constitution of 1836 (1), and.continued by the present con-
stitution. Both instruments made the county judge the presiding magils=-
trate of probate G This .practice continued until 1939, when & con-
stitiutional omendment trensferred the duties to the chancery judge (2.
The «probate court holds exclusive, original jurisdiction in matters con-
cerning the -estate of deccased persons, end the persons and estates of
incompetents and minors (4)., Appeals from the probate .court are ‘made to
+he . Arkansas .State ‘Supreme Court (5). The.county clerk serves, in an ex
officio capacity, as clerk of the probate court (6), and the sheriff 1is
enforcement officer (7).

Records of probate proceedings are kept by the county clerk &nd
housed in his main vault, unless otherwise shown in the entries,

‘ ; Case Papers

.87. [PROBATE COURT PaPBRS], 1928--, Est. 2,600 instruments in 41
steel £, d. 1869-1927, end incidental*filings, 1928--, in Coun-
ty Court Papers, entry 'l,: : G :

Original.case papers of the probate court, such us court orders and de-
crees, motions, pleadings, petitions of executors or guardians, disposi-
tion of case, notices of szle of property, cnd reports and final settle-
‘ments of ddministrators, executors eor guardians, showing nimes of es-
‘tates, .¢laimunts, heirs and ottorneys, number of case, and ‘nature of
proceedings, Included«are applications for sanity hearings and petitions
for adoption, Bach instrument shows case number end titls, nuture of
instrument, and date filed, Arr, numer. by case no, No:andexe e Hyio b
hpf,, tpf. 86 f. d.10.x 4% x 1535 6 £, d. 105 x 165 x 24.

(1) Const, 1836, art, VI, sec. 10. Jonuary 1, 1939,
(29 Ipid s Y Const it 1874 Yory VII] (4) 1Ibid., art. VII, sec, 34,
s sec, 34. Sl = (5)Tbidy, amend, XXIV,
. {5 GConst.' 1874; amend, ~X#IV,"&="" (6) Tbid."" ~ :
... dopted 1938,declered effective. () "Rewr, e Statiy piv 728,
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Probate Court (88-92)

Wills

38, WILLS - ESTATES, 1885--, Bst, 2,250 instruments in 9 steel £,
‘d, (labeled alph, according to contents). Incidental filing,
1870--, in County Court Papers, entry 1, .
Original wills filed with the probate court meking provision for the
disposition of the estate of deceased persons, Bach instrument shows
date executed, names of testator and beneficigries, itemized bequests,
signatures of testator and witnesses, acknowledgment,end filing certifi-
cate, 4#Arr, alph, by first letter of name of testator, No index. H., 10
% 4= x 155, In co, oike ba, v, .

89, (Record of) WILLS, 1837--, 8 vols., (A-H). Incidental record-
ings, 1837--, in Deed Record, entry 13,
Record of wills filed in the probate court,showing information as in en-
try 88. Arr, chron, by date recorded, Indexed alph, by first letter of
surname of testator, Hpf., tpf. Aver., 600 pp. 16 x 12 x 2,

Bonds and Letters

90, ADMINISTRATORS BONDS AIlD AFFIDAVITS, 1858--, 7 wvols, (A-G),
Record of administrators! bonds and affidavits filed in the probate
court to guarantee faithful performance of officisl duties, showing name
of deceused, date of death, names of administratop and bondsmen, date
executed, copy of signatures of administrator, bondsmen and witnesses,
order of approval by probate judge, and filing certificate, Also con-
teins: Bonds and letters of executors, 1858-88, entry 92, Arr.chron,
by date recorded, Indexed alph, by first letter of surneme of udmr, Hpf,
fivery 680 pp, "I % I 28,

91. GUARDIANS BONDS 4D CERTIFICATES, 1858--, 4 vols. (B-E).
Record of guardions! bonds and certificates. Bond of guardian shows
namg, &ge, .and residence of ward, statement of guardisn gusranteeing
faithful discharge of duties according to luw, copy of signatures of
guardien and sureties, date of upproval by probete court, copy of signa-
ture of probate judge attested by clerk, qualifications of sureties,
date filed, and date recorded, Certificates show names of gusrdisn and
werd, qualifications and duties of guardion,copy of signature of probate
clerk, date executed, and date recorded, Arr, chron, by daté recordéds
Indexed alph. by first letter of surname of ward., Hpf., Aver, 580 pp.

‘18 x 11% x 3. 2 vols., 1858-1908, in co, clk, ba, v.; 2 vols,, 1909-=,

TN oL clles s e

92, EXECUTOR'S BONDS AND LETTERS, . 1889--, 3 vols, (A-C), 1858-88

: in Administrators Bonds and Affidavits, entry 90. ot
Record of bonds and letters of executors, showing dete of instrument,
neme of deceased, names of exccutor cnd sureties, emount of bond, state-

- -ment guaranteeing foithful performance of duties, .eopy of signutures of

executor and sureties, date letters and bond upproved, date filed, and

. date- recorded, Arr., chron, by date filed, Indexed_hlph. by fir§t let-
. - ter of surname of executor. Hpf... Aver. 350 pp. 16% x ll% Xe SR lietrol s

1889-1910, in co, clk: ba, v.; 2 vols., 1911-=, in co. clk, m,'¥v.




Probate Court (93-97)

Claims

‘93, DEMANDS (Cleims) AGLINST DECEALSED BESTATES, 1861-1910. 3 vols,

: (1 vol. dated; A, B 9T o i Probate Record, ‘entry 102,
Record of Claims filed with the probate clerk egainst estotes of de-
ceased éersons, showing name of‘ estute,nume of clainunt, smount claimed,
class of claim, ‘whether of first, .second, third or fourth cluass; eccord-
ing to legal definition, and date filed. irr. chron, by date of cluim,
Indexed alph. by neme.of estate, . Hpf, Aver.376 pp., 18 x 12 x 2. In
co, clk, bu. Vv, o ! _ § :

- ~

<« Accounts

94, RECORD OF ACCOUNTS CURRENT, ' 1867-92, 1 vol, (&), 1895-r in
Probate Record, cntry 102.. , G
Record of accounts current submitted by -admpinistrotors and guardians to
the probate court for approval, showing date of court term, mname of
guardien or administrator, name of ward or deceased, itemized account of
property, valuation, amount of indebtedness against estate, listing of
all assets, cash, stock and bonds, copy of signature of guardian or ad-
ministrator,” confirmation and signature of probute judge, date recorded,
and signature of probate clerk. Arr. chron, by date filed. Indexed &lph.
by first letter: of surname of admr, or gdn..  Hpf. 478 pp. 14 x 9 x 2.
In co. clk. ba, V. : : : s ;
Inventories, Appraisements, and Sales
' 95: INVENTORY RECORD, 1882--. '6 vols,, (A, B, 1-4). _

Record of inventories of cesh assets and estates of deceased persons,
showing neme of deceased, itemized valuation of resl and personal prop-
erty, copy of 'signaturs of administrator or exscutor, acknowledgment,
date epproved by court, copy of signature of probate judge, and record=
ing certificate., Also contains: Record of appruisements, 1920--, entry

96, Arr, chron, Dby date {ecorded._ For index, see entry 98. Heg Gy
Aver. 450 pp. 18.x o x P = 5

Y

96. . APPRAISEMENT RECORD, 1883-1919. 3 vols. (R 5 15110000 30

; Inventory Record, entry 95. . Ssh ‘ -
Record of appraisements of estates of dececsed persons, showing neme of
deceased, - names, qualific&tions,i oaths, and signatures of appraisers,
itemized listing and valuation of assets, copy of signatures‘of apprais-
ers, acknowledgment, date filed, order of approvel by probate court and
certificute of appraisers, date filed, date exsmined ond approved, -where
recorded, and copy of signature of probate judge. Indexed alph, by first
letter of surnome of admr. Hpf. Aver, 425 pp.. 18 x 12 X'Z%. “In; co.
clk, ba. V. =

97, SALSS BILL RECORD, 1883-1921,: 1 vol, ( A), 1922~-- in Probute
£ Record, entry 102, . R : :
Record of assets of ‘estates, showing neme of deccased, date of.séle,
“itemized 1list of articles sold,amount received,and names of appraisers,
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Probate Court : (98~102)

copy of signature of -administrator, acknowledgment, date filed,: order of

- epproval by probate court, and recording certificate,. Arr. chron, by

date recorded., For index, see entry 98. HpPRisssT6uppe~ 18] x4 2o 2%.

TR 5200, + olliyabeige v

98, INDEX TO INVENTORIES AND SALES BILLS, 1882--. -1 vol..
Index to Inventory Record, entry 95, and Sales Bill Record, 1883-1921,
entry 97, showing name of estate, ond book and page of record entry,
irr. in alph, tabbed secs. by first letter of surname of deceased and
chron, thersunder by .date of sale, 50 pp. 18 x 11 x %.

Settlements ‘f

99, SETTLEMzNT RECCORD, 1881-1901. 2 vols, (4, B), 1902== in Pro-
bate Record, entry 102,

Record of sannual settlements of administrators, executors, and guard-
ians, showing name of estate or ward, itemized statement of receipts and
disbursements, balance due wards or estates, copy of signature of admin-
istrator, . executor or guardian, - confirmation and. copy of signature of
probate. judge, = date recorded, and copy of signature of probate eclerk,
arr, chron, by date recorded,  Indexed alph, by first letter of surneme
of admr, executor, or ﬁdn.;.1890—1901g‘f0r iqdex, 1881~89,5ee entry '100,
Hpf, = fver, 550 pp; 172 X1 x SigH In igoy olk & balpw,

100, INDEX TO SETTLELENT RECORD, 1881-89, 1 vol,
Index to Settlement Record, entry 99, showing names of estate or ward,
administrator, executor or-guardiun, . and book and page of record entry,
aArr, alph, by first letter of surname of deceased or ward, H, 75 PP,
16 % 9%—x %. In co, iclk, ba., vk

Proceedings

101, PROBATE DOCKET, 1869-92, 1909-11, 1914-17, 1923--. 6 bound and
2'1cose~leaf vols, ' (4, 4, B, 4-C, 2.vols, unlabeled), Titles
vary slightly. : 4
Minutes of proceedings in cases tried in probate court, showing case
number and title, names of administrator end deceased, or guardian and
ward, date and nature of proceedings, and orders of court, Arr, chron,
by trial dates, Indexed alph, by first letter of name of estate, Hpf,
Aver, 475 pp. 18 x 12 x 23, 6 vols,, 1869w92, 1909-11, ‘in co, clk, ba,
Ves; 2 vols,, 1914-17, 1923--, in co, clk, m, v.

102, PROBATE RECORD, 185962, 1865--, 20 vols, (A-M, 0-U).

.Record of proceedings « in probate court, showing number and title of

case,names of estate,, guardian, administrator or executor,and attorneys,
trial date, findings of court, orders of custody of person or propsrty,
prayer for now trial, motions, petitions, and pleadings, Also contains:
Claims against estates, 1911--, entry 93; accounts current, 1893--, en-
try 94; sales bills, 1922--, entry 97, and annual settlements, 1902-~,

~entry 99,  Arr, chron, by trial dates,  Indexcd alph, by first letter of

surnane of deceased or ward, 1859-88; for index, 1884, :'see entry 103,
H., .1859-1914; t.,, 1916--, Aver,600 pp, 18 x 12'x 3, .- .




Probate Court; : (103-107)
Juvenile Court

103, INDEX TQ PROBATE COURT (Record ), 1884--. 2 vols,
Index to Probate Record entry 102, showing neame of deceased or ward,
name of guardian, administrator or executor, .case number, and book and
page of record entry. #&rr. alph by first letter of surname. of deceased
or ward, Aver, 600 pp. 18 x 114 x 3.

104, PROBATE RECORD INSANE CASLS,.1919--. 1 vol. (N). 1870-1918 in
County Court Record, entry 7. b
Record of proceedlngs in probate court in sanity cases, showing ease
number, name of incompetent,names of complaining witnesses and examining
physicians, date of proceedings, court order, date of order, and date
filed. Arr, chron, by trial datbs. Indexed alph, by first letter of
surname of deft., H. 476 pp. 163 x 110 25,

. Pinencial:.

105, COUNTY AND PROBATE FuL 1894-- lO vols. (dated).
Record of fees earned by probate clerk, showing name of admlnlstrator of
guardian, néewme of deceased or ward, name of person paying. fee, date and
amount of payment, service for which fee was charged, and amount. paid to
county treasurer,  Arr, chron, by date paid. .Indexed alph, bv flrst
letter of name of estate or ward., Hpf. Aver, 420 pps 18 x 125 x 25, 8
vols., 1894-1936, in co, clk. ba, V.3 2 vols,, 1937-=; in co, clk. Me Ve

JUVENILE COURT

Jurisdiction over dependent and delinquent children was vested in
the probate court (1) until 1911, when the General Assembly created the
juvenile court as a separate tribunal, The creative act specified that
the county judge and county clerk act as judge apd clerk, respectively,
of the court and that, any officer,authorized to serve process might en-
force the msndates of the court., (2) ‘

106, (JUVENILE COURT PAPERS), 1911--,  In Couhty Court>Papers, entry
congnde
Original papers of cases heard in. Juvenlle court, cons1ut1ng of petl-
tions,: motions, subpoenas, and court orders, Each paper shows kind of
instrument, number and style of cuse, names - of parties: affected, and
date filed. . :

107, JUVENILE COURT RECORD, 'isssf-.' 1 vol. (1). 1911-37 in County
Court. Record, entry 7. i :
Record of OTOCdelngS in the Jjuvenile court,. showing trial date, names

)

RLTT RV Btat\, by J08s & ar w ois i) Ay el 19106 167,
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Justices of the Peace : (108-109)

of court officials and
Lrr, chron, by date fil
mingp, T, :.320 pp,. 1 -

parties affected, and number and style of case.
ed. Indexed alph., by first letter of surname of
65 x 10% X2 In coy alleime v,

1

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

: Justices of the peace, township offices, were provided for by the
Constitution of 1836 (1), and the present Constitution allows the elec-
tion of one justice for every 200 voters in a township, for a 2=year
term of office (2). The justice of the peece court has exclusive, origi-
mnal jurisdiction in matters involving personal property and contract up
to %100 and concurrent jurisdiction with the circuit court in similer
matters up to the amount of $300, Its criminal jurisdiction is limited
to misdemeanor cases, and binds offendsrs to the proper court for trial,

(3) The justice of the peace serves, with the county judge, as a mem-
ber of the quorum court (4),

There are at present (1941) 71 commissioned justices of the peace
in Benton County (5). Because of similarity of Jjustice of the peace

, records and the expense of making a full inventory of these records in

each township, only those records which were found in the courthouse are
included in this inventory. :

108. JUSTICE DOCKET (Civil and Criminal), 1883-1936. 21 vols. 1873-
76 in Marks and Brands Record, entry 165, :

Minutes of proceedings in civil and criminal cases in Justice of pecce
courts in the towmships of Osage,1883-86, 1887-97, 1932-33; Brightwater,
1894-1932; Boll, 1894-1920; Wsr Dagle, 1896-1924; Garland, 1896-1931;
E1 Dorado, 1897-1912; Yell, 1899-1936; Big Springs, 1909-23; Sulphur
Springs, 1913-33; Round Prairie, 1894-1934, Records show name of Justice
of peace, names of. plaintiff and defendant, names of attorneys,. trial
date, cause of aetion, court costs, and final disposition of case, . Arr,
chron, by date instituted, No index. Hpf. 'Aver, 292 pp. .16 x IQ% X 0

N .CO g Ol louw D i .

109, [JUSTICE OF PEACE FEE BOOK], 1883-93, 24 vols. Sub-titled by
y nemes. of townships, :
Record of fees sarned in justice of pe:ice courts, showing neme of town-
ship where court wes held, date of trial, names of plaintiff and defen-
dent, cause of action, names of witnesscs, amount of fines, and vearious
fees assessed, Arr, chron, by date fee assessed, No index, Aver, 150
PP. 12% ReBix o coe dllEg ba v,

(1) Const. 1836,art. VI,sec, 15, (4) Ibid.," sec, 30,
y (Z)V‘Qonst.b187§,_ art, VIT, sec., (5) Arkensas,Secretiry of. State!s
SEEr - bk ~ Office,Civil Record, 1941-42,

(3) - Ibids, " 'sec. 40, . : S PDBREE .




- 58 =~ ;
Prosecuting Attorney; (Next entry, p. 59) -
County Attorney;
Sheriff
; PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

The Constitution of 1836 authorized the General Assembly, by joint
vote, to elect a prosecuting attorney for each judicial circuit in the
State (1). The present Constitution authorizes the voters of each judi-
cial cireuit to elect a prosecuting attorney, at the regular biennial e=
lection for a 2=-year term (2). Benton County is attached to the fourth
judicial circuit (3), : :

The Arkensas State Supremé Court, in & decision made in 1907, ruled
that the prosecutor is a State officer, Dbut that his chief function is
to represent the State and county 'in all judicial proceedings within his
ciréuit (4). By suthority of a constitutional amendment adopted in 1937,
the prosecuting attorney is allowed to file information with the . .circuit
court which is used in lieu of grand jury indictment €59 .

COUNTY ATTORNEY (Defunct).

The General Assembly of 1859 authorized the county judge to appoint
a county attorney for a 2-year term, The chief fuhction of the attorney
wes to defend ‘the State and county in all civil and.criminal cases, (6)
The office passed out of existence when the Constitution of 1874 failed
to provide for its continuence. : :

No records of the office were found in Benton County.

)

SHERIFF

The first sheriff of Benton County was, elected fo} a 2=year term in
accordance with provisions of the Constitution of 1836 (7). The Consti-
- tution* of 1874 mede the same provision and also named thc‘sherj%f extOfs
© ficio tox collcctor until otherwise provided by the ngsral'AAs§embly
(8). ‘The offices were. separcted in Benton County in 1907 (9). = *“ Bince
that time, the sheriff's chief duties have been limited to law enforce-
~ment functions,

Records of the sheriff are housed in his office, unless otherwise
_indicated in the entries. = :

.(1).. Const, 1836, art, VI,sec. 13. (5) Const, 1874, amend. XXI, app.
(:) Const. 1874, art, VII, sec. B gRes s s S
59, S 2.4' : 3 e o S (6) A, -.Ark-;”.ls.sg’ P 1101,
(3) 4. Ark,.,1887,.p, 83, . 7 ) Const's 1888, art VI, socy 11,
»:(4) - Griffia ‘v, Rheten, B85 ark, (8) Const., 1874,art. VII,sec, 46.

LT RN i : (9) A, Ariey; BOOE, pg 515,
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Sheriff; (110-113)
Coroner

Prisoners

110, REGISTER OF PRISONERS, 1917--. 6 vols. (1 vol. dated; A-E),
Register of prisoners confined in county jail, showing number and name
of prisoner, age, height, color of hair and eyes, complexion, special
marks and peculiarities of prisoner, case history, date received, by
whose eauthority confined and aischarged; time of senteénce, date dis-
charged, and amount of board due, Arr, chron, by date filed, Indexed
al?h. by first letter of surname of prisoner, Hplle  Averd PitE pp, 16 %
1Lt Ak 2 vols,, 1917-20, in co, clk. ba. Vo3 & NOlsgy 1921 me: in
sherciaff

Fees

111, SHERIFF'S CIVIL DOCKET AND FER BOOK; 1907-11, 1916-34, 9
. vols, (2 vols, unlabeled, 2 dated, B, C, E-G).
Record of fees recorded by sheriff " in civil cases, showing style of
case, date, amount, from whom received, kind of process, date received,
by whom served, date returned, and by whom paid. Arr, chron, by date re-
ceived, Indexed alph, by first lotter of surneame of pitf, Hpf, Aver,
00 Dpe 16 1t x Bl Sin eo el el ey

112, SHERIFF'S CRIMINAL DOCKET AND FEZ BOOK, 1907-12, 1917-32, 5
vols, (2 vols, unlabeled, 1 dated, B, C).
Record of fees received in criminal cases, showing number and style of
case, name of sheriff, date received, date executed, date returned,items
of and total costs, and by whom paid. Arr. chron, by date filed, In-
dexed alph. by first letter of surname of deft., Hpf., Aver. 250 PRy 160 x
il el dinicos e llc s Ba n i :

113, [SHERIFF'S DAY BOOK], .1935--., 1 bound and 1 loose-leaf vol.
Sheriff's day book of fees collected in civil and criminal cases, Civil
day book shows information as in entry 111, Criminal day book shows in-
formation as in entry 112, 4Arr, chron, by date filed, No index, Hpf.
Aver. 175 pp. 1 vol,, 1935-38, in co. clk. ba. Vs L Vol AL989=%
sher, aff, . : : :

CORONLR

-"The Constitution of 1836 authofiszAthe election of a coroner for a
2-year term (1), The present constitution makes the same provision (2),
The principal duty of the coroner is the investigation of sudden or wvio-

7

(1) Const. 1836, art. VI, sec.16.,  (2). Const. 1874, art. VIT,sec 46,




; S 280 -
Constable; (114)
Quorum Court

lent death (1). He is also classified as a peace officer and is cuthore
ized to serve as sheriff in the event of that official's absence or dis-
qualification (2).

The coroner does not keep: records. but reports his findings in in-
quests to the circuit ‘clerk. See entry 62. : *

CONSTABLE - ]

The election of & consteble in each township in the county wes au-
thorized by the Constitution of 1836 (3). The present constitution pro-
vides that one constable for each township be elected at the regular bi-
ennial clection, for & 2-year term s A1l process issuing out of the
justice of the peace courts is directed to the township constable, whose
jurisdiction in this matter is county-wide, In the event of the disqual-
ification of both the sheriff and the coroner, the constable is author-
.ized to serve as ministerial officer in the circuit court (5).

The constable keeps no records,

-

QUORUM COURT

~ :The Constitution of 1874 created the quorup court in its present
form. The court is composed of the county judge and . the justices of the
peace of the:county, with the judge as.presiding officer, Ie ig not o
judicial court, but a directorial body which legvies taxes and appropris=
ates funds for the county. (6) The court convenes once annually, but
special sessions may be called by the judge (1), S

The county clerk serves. as clerk of the court and the sheriff at-
. tends all sessions (8). :

114. (QUORUM COURT PAPERS), 1887--, In County Court Papers, entry

1
Original instruments filed with the quorum court, such as reports of
county officials, petitions to the court, amount of tex levied in incor-
porated towns end school districts,and other papers relating to the dis-
charge of the duties of the quorum court, Bach instrument shows names
of interested persons = or political subdivisions and their officials,

(1) Ailrk,, 1893 pJ 260, (5)  As Ark., 1874, p. 64.

~(2) Rev. Stat., p. 193, : (6) Const. 1874, art.VII, sec.30.
(3) ‘Const. 1836, art, VI, sec, 16, (7) A, brks ;1987 b, 1318,

. (4) ‘Const. 1874, art. VII,sec.47. - (8) A. Ark,, 1879, p. 111..

y
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County Clerk (115—116)

source of funds from which appfopriations.were nade, neture of instru-
ment, date filed, aond .notation of approvel or 'disapproval, ; Ll

115, (QUORUMYCOURT RECORD), 1875--, Tn County Court Recdrd, entry

; % 7. . : l ‘v : 3 5 A e

Record of proceedings in thé quorum court, ° showing numes of county of-
ficials and justices of the peace who composed the court, date of pro-
ceedings, listing of taxes levied, proceedings for the county, State and
political subdivisions of the county, listing appropriations made for
-oounty.offices and institutions, and record of egctions . of the court in
other matters in which it has jurisdiction,

e < ‘ COUNTY CLERK

The Constitution of 1836 pfoviaed thet the office of county clerk
be filled by the circuit clerk (1). The present Constitution sustained
the office with the same provision but authorized the election of ‘& 'sep-
arate’ ¢ounty clerk when the population of the county reached 15,000 (2),
Consequently, the office has beep an elective one in Benton County since
1890 ?3) The clerk is elected at the regular biennial: election and

‘serves a. 2-year term (4), The clerk serves ex officio . as quorum court

clerk (5), probate-clerk (6), clerk of the board of equalization (7),

-and clerk of the juvenile, court (8),

Records kept by the county clerk will be-found in this inventory
following the several .courts and bourds which he serves. The records
immediately following this text ere financinl records of the county and
other records required by law to be kept by the county clerk, All rec-
ords are housed in his main vault,: . unless otherwise designated in the
entries, g :

"

Financial

- Accounts (See also entry 174)

116, RECORD OF OFFICER'S ACCOUNTS, 1871--, 11 vols. (6 vols. un-
labeled; 1-4, Lhey litles vary: County Clerk's Accounts,
1871-95; Treasurer's Accounts, 1896-1934. ;

.‘Record of county clerk's accounts with collecting officers and special

funds of the county and Hts;,péliticql subdivisiqns,'such as county gen-

i

“ .

(1) ,Consf. 1836,_art. VI, sea. 2, “'_(4) 'Const.‘1874; Q;t. 1 sec,

(2) Const, 1874, art, VII, sec. ST _
19, (o) i, Thvie, IO s 11T
(3) U..S. Bureau of the. Censys, .  (6): Const., 1874,art, VIl,sa0, 19,

Fi f'teenth Census of the-Unit-:.. (7) A, Ark., 1883, p, 245,
ed States, Population, I,103, 8 ) .- Ibid 1911, ps.167.




County Clerk (117-122)

eral fund, school district general fund, school district bond retirement
fund, revolving loan fund, State land redemption fund, game protective
fund, county bond retirement fund, sheriffs' accounts, arld constables'
sccounts, Record shows dates and items of debits and credits,and amount
of each, Arr, chron, by date filed, No index. Hpf. Aver, 500 pp. 16
x 10 x 3, 6 vols.,, 1871-95, in co, clk, ba, Vv.; 5 vols., 1896==, in co,
gilesames v : '

*

Audits

117, COMPTROLLER'S REPORT,AUDIT OF BENTON COUNTY, ARKANAS, 1930--,

9 vols, (dated). ¢ ' ' ‘ j

Recorded copies of report of the audit of county offices, including the
letter of transmittal, statement of conditions of records and accounts
of various county officials, and itemized transcript of audit, Arre
chron, by date of audit., No index, T. 4ver, 160 ppe: 15, %X 9 %

b

Warrants

118, LIST OF WARRANTS ISSUED FOR COURTHOUSE BUILDING, PO28 o 15
instruments in 1 steel f. d. '

Original list of warrants issued to pay courthouse bonds, showing date

of warrant, serial number,and denomination of each yearly payment, spec-

ified amounts to apply on interest and principal, and total amount to be

paid from 1928-47, Arr, chron, by date filed. No index. T. 4 x 4 x 10,

119, WARRANTS TO BE RE-ISSUED-WARRANTS THAT HAVE BEEN RE-ISSUED,

1933--, 75 instruments in 1 steel f. d,
Werrants re-issued by the county because of loss or error in issuance of
worrant, showing number and smount of warrant, to whom" issued, date of
order by county court, record in which' warrant is entered, and fund to
which charged, signature of county clerk, end "Re-issued by order of
county court", noted on face of warrant, Arr. numer. by werrant no, No
index, H. 10% x 4} x 133.

120, WARRANTS-NEW, 1934--, 2,000 warrants in 1 steel f, de

Canceled warrants paying claims against the county, showing name (o5 b 1= gl

son to whom issued, date of issue and amount, register number, fund upon
which'-Sssued, = date of delivery, and to whom delivered, Arr, ‘chron, by
dete filed, No index. Ipf. 105 x 4% x 135,

... 121. RECORD OF (COUNTY WARRANTS (Issued, Redeemed or Canceled),
1869--. 15 vols, (A-D, A-E, G-L).

Record of county warrants issued and redeemed or canceled, showing deate
end number of warrant, amount, fund upon which drawn, warrant number, to
whom issued, date of delivery, to whom delivered, date redeemed or can-
celed, and fund“to Wwhich credited, Also contains: - Register.of road wor-
rents, 1869-1902, entry 123, 4rr, numer, by warrant no, Hpf, No index,
Aver, 500 pp. 16 x 115 'x 3, 13 vols,, '1889-1933, in co, clk. be, v.; 2
vols,, 1934=-,.in co, clk, m, v,

i22,l REGi TER OF SCHOOL WARRANTS, 1869--. o vols, (A-E).-
Register of school warrants by county clerk, showing number of warrant,
amount, fund upon which drawn, date issued, date paid,  in whose favor
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County Clerk (123-128)

drawh, end date canceled by county clork,  Arr, numer. by warrent 'no,
No index,' Hpf. Aver. 450 pp, 17.x-12 x 3.. 4 vols., 1869-1985, in co.
clk, ba, v.; 1 vol., 1936--, in ¢o, clk, m. v, :

128, ROAD WARRANT RUGISTER, 1903--, 4 vols. (F,a€i98,. 10s: 1869-
1902 in Record of County Werrants (Issued, Redeemed or Can-
: . - celed), entry.121, : - i
Record of road warrants issued, showing number and date . of warrant, to
whom issued, ramount, - road-district numbér, to whom delivered,, and when
redeemed or canceled, irr, chron, by date filed and numer, thereunder
by warrant no, * No index,: Hpf., - Aver. 638 pp. 15 x 14 x 2%. 3 vols,,
1903-38, in co, clk, ba, v.; 1 vol., 1939--, in co, clk. m, v.

124, REGISTER OF WARRANTS, ROAD IMP(rovement) DIST(rict), 1919-27.
1l vol, ' . ~

© Register of warrants issued in payment. of supplies needed -in the collec-

tion of taxes on roaed improvement districts, showing number of warrant,
date is'sued, to whom issued, for what purpose, amount, to whom delivered,
tnd when canceled, irr, numer, by warrant no, No:index,. H,. 250 pp,
16 % kR ’%. Inscasclic, bas.v: : :

125, - RECEIPTS ‘FOR COUNTY WARRANTS, 1873-75. 1 vol. (1).
Receipts for county warrants issued, showing warrant pumber, -amount of
warrant, neme of person to whom warrant was issued, dute, and copy of
signature of person receiving payment. iLrr, numer, - by werrunt no, No
indexe:.  Hes 120.PPe6.%.12 X %, .In 60 .61k, ba. V,

Assessment and Taxution
126, (PUBLIC UTILITY ASSESSIENTS), 1909-15, In County Court Pa-
: persy entry 1, :
Original documents showing assessments by the Arkansas State Tax Commis-

sion of property owned by public utility companies in Benton County,

showing total veluation of real and personal property located in each of
the political subdivisions of the county, certificate of tax commission,

. and date filed, : :

127,  ABSTRACT OF TAX BOOKS, 1938-~-, 60 instruments in 1 steel f,
: ds 1876-1937 in County Court Papers, entey. laa

'Ofiginal instruments listing real and personal property owned in the

county for the use of the assessor in preparation of assessment records,
shows valuation of personal and real property, tax rates, total tax to
be collected,date received by collector, colleetor's signature, separate

.listing of properties of public utilities corporations assessed by Ark-

ansas State Tax Commission, ‘'and date filed, Arr, chron, by date filed,
No index., Hpf. 10% X 4% XL %, g

'128.'_(Rggord of) LANDS ENTERED,  1903-=, .'3 vols, Titles vary
slightly. ' :

“ Record of lands deeded by the United States Government to hemcsteadsrs

with specified requirements, listed with the county clerk to show that
propetty has become subject to taxation, Record shows date of United
States patent, owner's neme, number of acres, legal description of prop~




Cotnty Clerk (129-133)

.~erty, and date recorded, Arr aumer. by twp. no, of legal description,
Indexed alph, by first letter of surname’of landowner. ‘Hpf, 'Aver, 100
PP 518 xil2ax 1y »pdike o * ot E : eV

L 1295 -2 STATH LAND- ENTRIES, 1937--. 20 instruments in 1 steel f. d,
Original certificates -issued by the Arkansas State Land Commissioner,
showing lands purchased and redeemed from the State by individuals and
notifying the county clerk that the property involved is subject to toax-
ation, :Instruments show date of deed, name of purchaser, legal descrip-
tion of property, ‘cohsideration, signature and seal of State Land Com-
missioner, 'and date filed, No obvious arr, -No index, HpfG - IO% X 4% S

130, REAL ESTATE ASSESSMENTS (Record); 1893--, 29 vols. (dated).

1868-92 in Real HEstate Tax Book, entry 131,

“Record of real estate nssessments made by asséssor on all real property,
both rurel and town lots, showing neme of owner, legal description of
- property, assessed valuation, and number of road and school:districts in
~which property is located, Arr, in tabbed secs, according to twp, no. of
legal description, if rural property; dlph, by names of ‘town sites and
subdivisions and numer. thereunder by block and lot nos,.,if town proper-
ty. No index.; Hpf. ‘Aver, 560 pp. 18 x 12 x 3, 18-volsy, 1893-1929,
in co, clk, ba, v.; 11 vols., 1930=-, in co, clk, m. V.

131, REAL ESTATE TAX BOOK,*1868--, 112 vols, (dated).
Record of lands assessed with taxes extended, showirg name of owrer, le-
gal description of property, assessed valuation, numbers of school and
road districts, rate of school tax, itemized listing of road, Stsate,
county and city taxes, total tax, amount delinquent, and date paid. Al-
S0 contains:_.Real estate assessments, 1868-92, entry 130, Arr, numer,
by twp. and r, nos, of legal description, No index, Hpf. Aver, 600 pp.
P8 % 129% 3. B2 ywols,, '1868=1924; 1n. co, clk., ba, v.; 30 vols,, 1925--,
I €O CIRG MGV

132, PERSONAL AGSESSMENT, ~1868-1916, 50 vols, (dated). Titles
. vary slightly.
Record of personal property assessments, showing name of property owner
and address, township, municipality, school and road districts in which
. property is located, poll tax essessment,itemized list of personal prop-
erty owned, assesscd valuation of each item, total assessment, date as-
sessed, and copy of signatures of assessor and property owner, Arr. in
. ‘tabbed sscs, by school dist, no, or ueme, and alph, thereunder by first
" letter in' surname of propsrty owner, No index, "Hph, Aver, 500 ﬁp. £1125)
KOTRIRE 3w TR 6D oBRTOBAL WIS » : ; :

¥ 133, PERSONAL TAX BOOK, 1868-1916,  50-vols, (dated). Titles vary
slightly, =5 3 >

Personal property tex rolls, showing number of receipt book and receipt,

name and address of property owner,date tax paid, description of person-

al property, valuation of various items of personal-property, total val-

wetion, ‘penalty for delinquént assessment, if any, veluation as equal-
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County Clerk (134-138)

ized, numbers of school and rbad'diStricts, itemized listing of State,
county, road, school,end municipal texes, and total tax, Arr, in tabbed
secs, by names of towns and political twp, and alph, thereunder by first
letter of surname, of texpayer,  No index, Hpf, Aver. 500 pp, 18 x 12 x
Oise el €Ok O LM, ba. arg

134, . PERSONAL ASSESSMEINT TAX BOOK, 1917--. 30 vols. (dated ).
Record of personal assessments and tex rolls, showing information as in
entries 132 and 133, Arr, in. tabbed secs, by school dist, and towns and
alph, thereunder by first letter, of surneme of taxpayer. No index, Hpf,
Aver,. 500 pp. 18 x 12 x. F.: 16 volsy; 1917 =530,, inreo, cllk. bave: 14
vols,, 1931--, in co, clk, m, v,

Collections

135,. T&X RECEIPTS (COUNTY COLLMQTQR'S DUPLICATE TAX RECEIPTS),
: 1883--, 123 vols, (dated).. Titles vary slightly,

Duplicate copiss of tax receipts issued by the'.collector to taxpayers,
showing neme of collectors, year for which taxcs sre paid, receipt num-
ber, legal description of real property, valuation of resl and personal
property, amount of.State, county, municipeal, school and improvement dis-
trict taxes,penalties, total tax, date paid, end signatures of collector
and deputy. Arr, numer, by receipt no, No index, Hpf, Aver, 900 pp,
l7%—x'13 x 3, 108 vols,, 1883-1925, 1931-34, in co, clk, ba,v.; 15 vols,,
1926-30,.1935--, in co, clk. m, V. :

136, DEL§NQUENT LAND R&CORD, 1895--, 14 vols, (6 vols. unlsbeled;
: A-T),

Record of lanmds upon -which ad valorem tax has not been paid, showing
name of land owner, legal description of property, assessed valuation,
itemized listing of general and special taxes, total tax, penalties and
costs, years for which ‘taxes.were not paid, end date sold, Arr, chron,
by date of delinquency, No index, Hpf,, Aver. 200 pp, 15 x 21 x 2 to
18 x 28 x 2, 10.vols,, 1895-1935 in co, clk. ba. Vei 4 vols,, 1936--,
TNoy el . v :

187, * DELINQUENT- LANDS ADVERTISED, 1907-31, 4 vols, (C-F). Subse-
quent records not found, :
Record of' lands advertised for sale for payment of delinquent - taxes
showing informetion as in entry 138, and date of advertisement, Arr,
chron, by date'advertised, No index. Hpfigir 8 iy A2 203015 wols v A807~
29; dn co. clk,.ba, ve; 1 vol,, 1930-31, in coltiodlont g Ve

} -

I&§'Saies-

138, FORFEITED LANDS (Record), 1841-1936, 10 vols, (A-J).
Recorded lists of lands subject to sale to enforce collection of delin-
quent ad valorem tax, showing information as in entry 1865 . A¥r, chron,
by sale date and numer. thereunder by twp, no, of legal deseription, No
index, Hpf, 4ver, 450 pp. 18 x 12 x 3, 2 vols., 1841-51, in co, clk,




County Clerk (139-143)

ba, v.; 8 vols,, 1852-1936, in co, ¢lk. m, Vv,

139. DELINQUENT LANDS (Sold +to State),  1868--, 8 vols., - (A-H).

; Titles vary slightly. - '
Record of lands sold to Stute for non-payment of toxes, showing total
delinquent tax, penalty and costs, yecars for which taxes are delinguent,:
legal description of property, date and number of acrcs sold. Arr,
chron, by date delinquent and numer, thereunder by twp., end r. mos. of
legal description, No index. v Hpf. Aver, 350 pp. 20 x 17 x. 2%, 7 vols.,
1868-1936, in co. ¢lk, ba, v.;' 1 vol,, 1937--, in co. clk. m, Vv, ° :

140, * DELINQUENT LANDS °SOLD TO- INDIVIDUALS, 1896--, 11 vols, (9
vols., dated; &, F). . : : '

Record of lands sold to individuals for the collection of delinquent

taxes, showing years for which taxes are delinquent, number of dcres and

legal description of property sold, amount of taxes, penalties and costs

due, and neme of purchaser, Arr. chron, by date delinquent and numer.

v

thereunder by twp. ond r. nos, of legal description, ~TNoss ndexs = Hpf,
Aver, 550 pp. 18 x 12 x 3. 9 vols., ' 1896-1934, in co, oclk., ba., v.; 2

vols,., 1935--, ‘in co, clk, m, V. ; i

141, ABSTRACT OF TAX DEEDS, 1880-94, 1 vol, (4). eaey
Chronological listing 'of tax deeds issued by the clerk to convey title
to lends sold to rindividuals at delinquent tax seles, Record shows date
of delinquency, legal descriptior of property soldys taxes, penalties and
costs, name of purchaser, date sold, and date of tox ‘deed. - Arr, .chron,
by date of deed., No index, H, 206 pp. 16 x 11 x 15. In co. clk. ba,
Ve - . . 2 s &

142, -RBCORD OF LAND SOLD UNDER ACT 365 (1923), 1927-28. 1 wvol.(1).
Record of sale by the collector of lands forfeited to the State for non-

payment of taxes, showing date of sale, name of purchaser, legal de-

soription’of property, number of acres sold,appraised value, sérial num-
ber of application for purchase, - and book and puge of court -order con-
firming ‘sele, 4Arr, chron, by date filed, No index, Hpf, 201 pp. 15 x
175 x 2. In co, clk, ba, v. . S

143, SHERIFF'S CERTIRICATE OF PURCHAE, 1919--., 55 instruments in

1 steel £, d, ; : 5 B
Original certificates of purchase issued by the shoriff as ex officio
collecton to dindividuals purchasing land at delinquent tuex sules and

subsequently filed with county clerk, showing.date of sale, years for

which taxes are delinquent, legal description of praperty, nome.of land-
owner, name of purchaser, total tax, penalties. and costs, signature of
collector, and filing certificate. Arr. chron, by dete filed. No index,
Hpf. 103 x 4% x 13%. o
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County Clerk : ' (144-148)

Redemptions

144, 'REDEMPTION CERTIFICATES, '1923--, Ist, 4,800 instruments im ¥l
steel £, d, and 95 bundles,

Original certificates  issued by the county clerk to persons rcdepnlng
land, showing neme, d&ue of redemption, legal description of property,
dete of sale, amount of taxes, penalty and costs, distributing of taxes,
treasurer's receipt attached to ond forming - a part of the redemption
certificate, showing omount' of receipt, purpose for which paid, date of
receipt, and signature of trcasurcf Arr,-chron, by date filed, No: in-
de, Hpf, lOa X 4% % 13,. Steel f, d,, 39 bundles, 1923- 34 in cos clk.
bas Vs 2b6 bundles 1935--, in co, clk, m, v, 5

145, DELINQUENT LANDS REDEEMED, 1915--, 5 vols, (1-5),
Record of lands sold for payment of delinquent ad valorem taxes and sub-
sequently redeemed, showing date redeemed, legal description of property,
amount of taxes and penalties, and name of person redeeming property.
Arr, chron, by date redeemed, No index;:‘Hpf., 16 x 16 x 3,

146, LAND COMMISSIONERS! CANCULLATION CLRTIFICATE, 1918-51. 500
instruments in 1 steel Pérdi

Original certificates issued by Arkansas State Land Commissioner to can-
cel erroneous forfeiture of lands to the State becausé of non- payment of
taxes, showing legal description of land, amount of taxes, sale date,
.date of: forfelturc © date of certificate, to whom issued, signature of
lend commissioner, and datb filed, Arr. chron, by date of ccrtlflcato
No .index. . Hpf, lO~ x 43 be 154. In co, clk, ba, v,

4

Improvcment DLstrlcts

1147, SSESSMENT RECORD, ROAD IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS, 1919-23, 25
; vols. (24 vols, labecled by imp., dlst name or no,, 1 vol,un-
labeled),
Rgoord of assessments of property in Road ‘Improvement Districts 1 to o
' and Rogers-Bastern Road Improvement District, showing names of propurtv
! owncrs, legal description of property,asscssed valuation, valuation with
improvements added, ' amount of asscssmoh+ and dates paid, 4Arr, numer,
'-accordlng to twp. no, of legal duscrlotlon. No index. Hpf., Aver., 480
PRye2d x 18 x 2.0 iIn co. clk. bu. Ve :

Elections

148, ' VOTERS RECORD, 1892--, 4 vols, (1-~4),
Rocord’ of nemes of citizens who have qu111¢1gd s electors by = payment
of the poll tax,. show1ng neme of precinct, nams end address of voter, and
schoal district numbori in which voter resides, Arr, numer, by voting
" precinct no. and alph, thercunder by first letter of surnams of voter,
No index, Hy, t. ‘Avey, 600 pp, 16 % 12 x 3, 9 vols,, 1892-1913, in co,
¢lk, ‘ba, v,s 2 vols., 1914<=, 3in co. cikkyrmy iark

149, [LIST OF POLL TAX PAYERS], 1911-19, In County Court Papers,
entry 1,
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Lists of nemes of citizens who have paid the poll tax and qpalified“§§
electors, showing name and address of person, years for which poll tax
is paid,name or number-of township in which person is certified to vote.

.+1560, DELINQUENT POLL TAX.ASSESSMENTS, 1939--, 500 .instruments in
h ! : 1 gtegliifgady « 885 ¢ ; HE :
Original lists of porsoms who have assessed for payment of poll tex aft-
er close of the regular asscssment period, showing name and address of
texpuyer, neme of township ‘or ward, school district 1in which voter re-
sides, and date list was prepared, .Arr, chron, by assessment date, No
index. ' Hpf. 10% x 4% x 133. By . .

. . Marriages

151, MARRIAGE LICENSE, 1882-1531. Est, 250 documents in 2 steel
f. d. (lobeled by contained letters of alphabet). '
Original marriage licenses filed with the county clerk for recording and
not returned to owmers, showing name, addresses, and ages of contracting
parties, ‘date of license, signature and seal of county clerk, Arr, wlph
according to first letter of surname of bridegroom., No index. pr 10“
x 4% x 135, In'co. clk, ba. v. Sy

152, (Record of) MARRIAGE LICENSE BONDS, 1901--. 26 vols. (dated).
Record of marriage license bond executed by applicant for marriage 1li-
cense,. showing names of .bridegroom and surety, amount of ‘bond, date of
application, nemes of contracting parties, and copy of signatures of
principal and bondsmen, No index, Hpf, Aver., 498 pp. 11 x 9% Xo8g 6
vols., 1901-34, in co, clka ba, v.; 10 vols,, 1935-=, "id coicllkim, v,

153, « MARRIAGE RECORD, 1861-—. 17 vols. (2 vols, unlabeled; 1 vol,
ot cdated; A-N). . A -
Record of merriage licenses, and certificates of marriage.Llicense : shows
informetion as in entry 1561, Certificate of marriage shows names of con-
tracting parties, neme of person - performing ceremony, date of ceremony,
copy of signature of person performing ceremony and, if & minister, book
and puge of record in which geredentials are recorded, drr, chron, by
date recorded, Indexed alph, by first letter of surname of bridegroom,
1906--; for index, 1861 -1905, sec entry. 154, H,, 1861-74; hpf,, 1875--,
Aver, 550 pp. 18 x 123 x 3.

154, INDEX TO MARRIAGE LICENSE RECORD, 1861-1905, 3 vols, (&-C).
Titles very slightly. :
Index to Marriage Record, cntry 153, showing names of contracting par-
ties and book and puge of record entry. Arr. alph, by flrst lettor of
suraeme of bridegroom or bride, H. Aver, 40 pp. - 12 x 9;1 % o. Levaly,
L8678, intcosic Ll bagave Bwol s 18792100657 inico. ik, ax vy
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County Clerk (155-158)

Corporations

155, ° ANNUAL REPORTS INCORPORATED TOWNS, ASSESSOR'S CERTIFICATE AND
TRANSFER OF BANK STOCK, 1928-32, 70 instruments in 1 steel
2 3 . i :
Miscelleneous papers filed with the county clerk, including:

i. Annual reports of incorporeated towns, .. 1928-29, showing bal-
ance in treasury of named town, amount of taxes collected,
fines and other items, expense incurred, numbsr and date of
warrants issued, to whom issued, amount and for what pur-
pose, signatqre of reporting officer, and date filed,

ii, - Assessor's certificates, certify to the delinquency of taxes
. on certein parcels of land and forfeiture to the Stste for
non-payment of taxes, showing years for which taxes are de-
linquent, -neme and address of property ovner,legal descrip-
tion of land, valuation 'ts assessed, anmount of taxes, pen-

alty and cqsté} signature of assessor, and date filed,

iii, Transfer of bank stock, 1928, shows name and address of per-
son making transfer, certificate number, and number of
shares transferred, amount,namss of bank president and sec-
retary, place of residence, date of transfer, signatures of
president and cashier of bank, date filed, and signature of
county clerk, : :

Arr, chron, by date filed, No index, Hpf, 10} x 4% x 13%,

156, REPORTS OF .CORPORATION AND ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION, 1935=-,
12 instruments in 1 steel f, d, 1894-1934 in County Court
: Papers, entry 1, : .
Original annual reports of corporation and articles of incorporation
filed with the county clerk, Annual reports show amount of paid up cap-
ital stock, cash value of assets, total liabilities, names of stockhold-
ers, and numbers of shares held by each, name of corporation, report
date, signatures of corporation officials, acknowledgment,and date filed.
Articles of incorporation show name of corporation, names of stockhold-
ers, amount of stock subscribed by each, place of business, copy of by-
laws, and date filed., Arr, chron, by date filed, No index. 15)o% R T
105 x 4% x 133, :

157. INCORPORATION RECORD, 1888-89, 1891--, 8 vols, (B-I),
Record of articles of incorporation, showing information as in entry 156,
Arr, chron, by date filed, Indexed alph, by first letter of name of
corporation, 1919--; for inde., 1888~-89, 1891-1918, see entry 158, H,,
tpf, Aver. 640 pp, 165 x 11 x 3, : St

158, 1INDEX TO CORPORATION RECORD, 1888-89, 1891-1918, 2 vols,
Direct index to Incorporation Record, entry 157, showing name of corpor-
ation, book and page of record enthy, Arr. alph, by first letter of
héme of corporation., H., Aver, 60 pp, 16 x 11 x &, ' o

2
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159, RECORD OF BANK STOCK TRANSFERS, 1914--. 1 vol, (#).
Record of transfers of bank stock filed with the . county clerk, showing
information as in entry 155iii, Arr, chron. by date filed. Indeyed
alph., by first letter of surneme of ‘assignee. Hpf, 598 pp. 18 x 12 x 2;.

Professional Llcensus
160. RECORD OF PHYSICIANS CERTIFICATES, 1881~--. 4 vols, (2 vols,
unlebeled; C, D). t :
Reglster of 1licenses of physicians and'surgeons, showing name and ad-
dreds of phy5101an,former address, license date,name of examining board,
end date filed and recorded, Arr, chron, by date filed. Indexed alph,
by first lotter of surname of physiclan. Hpf, Aver, 350 pp, 116 x 11 x
2l 2 vols., 1881~ 1302 in co. clk, ba, v.; 2 vols,, 1903--, in co, clk,
T ! : =
161, REGISTER® OF PHYSICIANS CERTIFICATES, 1903-—. 1 vol, Inciden-
tal recording, 1915- -31, in Deed Record, entry 13.
Record of re-registration of licenses of physicians and surgeons 8s re-
quired by an act of the General Assembly of 1903 and subseguent regis-
tration of prdfes sionel licenses, Re-registration record shows neme of
examining board, physician's name, certificate of qualification, date of
certificate; " name of officers and members of extmining board, and date
recorded, Record of pr096051on£1 licenseés shows information as in .ens
try 160, Arr, alph, by first letter of surname of physicien and chron,
thereunder by date filed. .No index, Hpf., tpf. 195 pp. 16 x 11 x 2.

: 162, REGISTER (of) DENTISTS, 1887--, 1 vol, (&),

Register of licenses of dentist to practice, showing date 'of license,
name, address and sex of dentist, copies of signatures of members of ex-
.amining board, and date filed and recorded. Arr, thron, by date filed.
No index, Hpf, 236 pp. 16 X 11; o l

Livestock

163, (ESTRAY PAPERS), 1904-26, In County Court Papers, entry 1.
Original instruments pértaining to the impounding of stray livestock by
individuals, and reported by justices of the peace to the county clerk,
showing description of enimals impounded, name of person in possession
of stock, neme of justice of the peace, nemes of appraisers appointed to
deteirmine value of impounded stock, appraised value, totel expense in-
curred, and date filed.

164, RECORD'OF ESTRAY, 1871--, "2 vols. (A, B), Last ontry 1924,
Incidental recordings, 1873-76, in Marks and Brands Record,
entry 165,
Récord of estray livestock impéunded by 1nd1v1duals and reported by jus-
tices of the poace to the county clerk, showing information as in entry
163, " Arr, chron, by date filed. Indexed alph, by first letter of sur-
name of person in posscssion of stock, H,, hpf. Aver. 560 pp. 17 x 12
X84
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- 165. IMARKS AND BRANDS RECORD, 1873--, 2 vols, (4, B),
Registration of brands .and earmarks of 1ivestoqk filed with the county
clerk to identify ownership, showing name and address of owner, facsimile
of earmarks and brands, and date recorded, Also contains: 'Proceedings
in justice of the peace courts, 1873-76, entry 108;incidental recordings
of estreys, 1873-76, entry 164, Arr, chron, by date recorded. Indexed
alp?._by first letter of surneme of owner, Hpf, Aver., 480 PP. 16% X 11%
S s - b b e ‘

L ]
Firearms

166, REGISTER OF PISTOLS, 1923-25, "1 vol. (1).
Record of registration of pistols required by an act of the General As-
sembly of 1923 which was repealed in 1925. Record shows neme and ad-
dress of owner, male,caliber and serisl number of pistol, permit number, °
date issued, expiration date, and date recorded., Arr. chron, " by date
registered. No index. Hpf. 202 pp, 16 x 11} x 2, In co., clk. ba. V.

School Lﬁnds

167, (REPORTS OF SALE OF 16TH SECTION SCHOOL LANDS), 1899-1928.
In County Court Papors, entry 1,
Original reports of sale of 16th section lends in each township sst a=-
side by the United States government for the use and benefit of public
schools, showing sale dute, legel description of proporty, name of pur-
chaser, consideration, and dete filed,

168. (Record of Sale of) - 16TH SECTION (Lands), 1883=--, 2 vols.
1878-82, and incidental recordings,1883-1904, in County Court
Reeord, entry 7, ‘
Record of sule of 16th section lands in cach township for the ude and
benefit of public schools, showing information as in entry 167, Arr,
numer, by township no, of legal description, No index., Hpf, Aver, 320
pp. 14 x 9 x 2, 1 vol,, 1883-1929, in co. cllk, ba, Vo3 A wvolis 1930=<.
En.Cos-cllooan o e,

Rocds end Highways

169. RiZGISTER OF ROAD DISTRICTS, 1889-90, 1 vol, (4),
Record of road construction and maintenance carried on under the super-
vision of township road overseers, showing name of township, road dis-
trict number, name of overseer, date uppointed and term of office, loca-
tion of scctions of road concerned, date filed, and recording certifi-
cate, Arr, alph, by name of twp, and chron. thercunder by report date,
No index, 320 pp, 163 x 11 x 2, 1In co. clk, ba, v. '

170, ROAD IMPROVEIUENT DISTRICT (Proceedings), 1919-23. 4 vols,

‘Record of proceedings...of commissioners of road improvement districts,
. Showing date of meeting,nature Of business transacted, and nemes of rond
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Tox" Assessor (171-174)

commissioners, -Arr, chron, by date of proceedings, Indexed alph, by ti-
"tle of proceedings, T. "Aver, 100 pp. 10z x.9 x %. In+cofvelki-bag v,

Y

Mlscellaneous e
171.- (PRODUCER'S REBORT);‘lQSG*-. In County Court Papers, entry 1.
Original reports of oil, gas, coal, and timber registered by producers,
giving permit number, kind of resources, quantity sold, valuation, and
attestation and signature of deponent,

172, RuCORD OF GASOLINE “ﬁLuS uND GASOLINE TAX ?LCORD 1922-24, 2
vols. (A, &) :

‘Record of monthly reports.of basollne sold in the county by dlstrlbutlng
companies, showing report date, number of gallons sold, eamount of tex
due, and name of person receiving receipt for gasoline tax payment, Whr,
alph, by first letter. of surneme of dealer and chron. thereunder by re-
port date, WNo index,  Hpf. aver, 284 pp. 17 x 153 5 1&- 1ol 7 1922=
22 dn co. clles b, vl voly; 19245 in o clley My g

173, LIST OF AUTOMOBILE OWNERS, 1916-17. 1 vol, (dated).
Record of names of persons owning automobiles, showing name and address
: of owner, make of car, motor serial and license numbers, and license
date, Arr, alph, by first letter of surname of owner. No index, Hpf,
© 238 pp. 16 x 12 x 1. In co. clk, ba, V. g

174, (JUSTICE OF THE PBACE TRANSCRIPTS), 1899--. In County Court
Papers, entry 1, i ;
Original reports made by justices of the peace of fines assessed in
-‘eriminal ‘c¢ases, showing style of case, trial date, amount of fines and
costs, report date, and signature of justice of the peace,

4 .TAX ASSESSOR

At the time of the creatlon of Benton Countv, -the tax assessment
function was delegated +to the sheriff (1), The office, as it exists at
present, was created by the General Assembly of 1868 (2),and.incorporat-
ed in the Constitution of 1874, ° The assessor is elected at the regular
general election and serves a 2-ycar term, (3) The principal function
of the office is to set: valuatioms upon real and personal property for
“ the purpose of ad valorem taxation - H(a)

.The assessment lists prepared by the assessor are delivered to the
- county clerk, who extends the taxes., Sec entries 130-134.

21); Rowy Stat,,: p. 678, "EZ)E Const,51874,~urt.VII,sec. 46,
2) A, Ark., 1868, p. 262. SY A Avkes, 1929, TT, 8564




i
Board of iBqualization; (175-176)
Tax Collector

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

The General issembly of 1883, in revising the existing revenue laws
of the State, created « three-man board of equalization, Members of the
board were appointed by the Governor and served 2-year terms., (1) The
board functioned until 1917 when it was supplanted by township boards of
assessment and valuation, The assessor was required to serve on all
tovnmship boards, together with two appointees of the county judee., (2)
The 1929 General Assembly abolished the township bosrds and re-created
the county board of equalization, The board is composed of ' threé members
cppointed by the quorum court for a 2-year term, The county elerk serves
as clerk of the esqualization board, The chief function of the board is
the hoaring of compleints of taxpayers and the lowering or raising of
assessments, (3) . . ’

Records of the proceedings of the board of equalization are kept by
the county clerk, :

175,  (REPORTS OF LQUALIZATION BOARD), 1898--, In County Court Pc-
pers;yentry A oF - : , .

Originel reports by the egualization board on adjusted ‘tax assessments

of real-estate, showing names of members. of equallzatlon board,  years

for which tex is egualized, veluoation as. set by assessor, and value.as
equalized by the board, e S s

176, MINUTES OF EQUALIZATION BOARD, 1898-1917, 1929--, Tivols,
Minutes of meetings of the board of equalization, showing meeting date,
nemes and eddresses of property owners, legel description of property,
valuations by assessor, value as equalized by board, and names of board
members, Arr, chron, by date of meﬂting and alph, thereunder by first
letter of surnzme of propcrtj owner, No index, T, Aver, 720 pp, 18% %
IR ). g vols,, 1898-1917,"in co, tlk, ba, v,; 2 vols,;” 1929=-,:" in
co, clky e v. ; :

TAX COLLECTOR

At the time of the creation of Benton County the sheriff was ex of-
fieio tax collbctor, in aecordance with exlstlng laws (4). The present
constitution made the same prov:51on, but gave the General Assembly pow-
er to separate the offices and meke the office of tax collector elective
(5) This was done in 1907. The collector is elected at the 'biennial
election and serves o 2-yeur term, The chief function of the office is
the collection of all taxes assessed and equalized. (6)

(1) A. Ark., 1883, p. 245, i (4) Rev, Stat., p. 678.

(Bl cdbpidy. 1917 11.:1938; (5) Const, 1874, art.VII, sec.46, "

(3) “Tbid., 1929,II, 865, : (6)- "4, &rk.; 1907; p. 313,
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The tax collector keeps no records &s such, but delivers his books
to the county clerk, All collection records are housed in the clerk's
voult, unless otherwise shovwn in the entries,

i

COUNTY TREASURER -

The Constitution of 1836 provided for the election of a county
treasurer (1), The present constitution made the seme provision and set
the term at 2 years, ~The treoasurer is elected at the biennial general
election and serves as treasurer of the common school fund of the coun-
tywi42) : : 4

Records of the office are housed in the treasurer's vault, ' unless
otherwise shown in the entries, : :

Papers

177. [MISCELLANEOUS FILsS], 1934--, Lst. ‘800 documents in 8 steel
£, d. (labeled alph, by contained subjects).
Original instruments filed with the county treasurer,such as treasurer's
contracts, school budgets, duplicate deposit slips, and cenceled county,
highway, and school warrsnts, arr, chron, by date of instrument. No in-
dexsc Hpfey tpfa 12 = 8exaltdy

Acgounts

178, TRISASURER'S ACCOUNTS, 1883--, 9 vols,.(1l vol. unlebeled; B5-I),
Treasurer's account of all money collected from all sources,showing date
of.collection, from what source,, amount, to. what fund charged, and total
smount in cach fund, Arr. alph, by nams of fund and® chron, thereunder
by date entered, No index, Hpf. Aver, 600 pp., 18 x 15-x 2%. 5 vols.,
1883-1930, in co, clk, ba, v,; 4 vols,; 1931--j in trecs, V.

179. TREASURER'S CASH BOOK, 1909-30, 3 vols, (£-C)., 1931-- in
Tressurer's Record and Cash Journal, entry 180.
Record of moneys received and disbursed, showing date received, from
. what source, amount, fund debited, amounts disbursed, accounts credited,
to whom paid, dates and purpose, Arr, chron, by date entered. WNo index,
Hpfs. Aver, 520 ppe:16 x-12 x 3¢ . In co, clk, bo,, V.

180, TRWASURER'S RECORD AND CASH JOURNAL, 1909--, 8 vols, (A-H).
Titles vary slightly, : :

Record of treasurer's accounts with county officers and various county

funds, such as general road fund, school fund, redemption fund, oounty

general fund, poll, city and state taxes,and justice of the peace set-

(1) Const. 1836, crt.VI, sec. 17.  (2) Conmst, 1874, art.VII,” sec.46.
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f clk, ba, v., = VOlu., 1920--, 1n treas. %5
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" County Treasurer ‘ B s i L

tlements, Lach account shows amount réceived, amount expended, and bal-
ance .on hand, Also contains: Treasurer's cash bqok, 1931--, entry 179,

Arr, in tdbbed secs, by namé of acct,’ and chron. thereunder by date en-
tered, No index, Aver. 630 pp, 17 x 15 % “FE vols., 1909 24 in co,

‘181, TRUASURER'S SCHOOL DISTRICT ACCOUNTS, ‘:i87l4;.v'22Tles. (18
vols, dated, 4=-D), . Titles vary slightly. o

'Tredsurer s accounts with  ‘various school dlstrlcts, show1ng receipt of

moneys by edch district, disbursement déte, *to whom warrant ‘is issued,
enmount, for what purpose, on what account the warrant is drawn, and from
what source the revenue of ewuch district is received, Also contains:
Register of school warrants, 1903--, entry 183, 4#rr, numer, by school
district no. and chron, thereunder by dete filed. No index, Hpf. Aver,
642 pp. 18 x 12.x 3, 18 vols,, 1871-1922, iin co, ik, basiv.s 4 vols,,
1923--, in treas, v. e ‘

idaa. TREASURER'S HIGHWAY DISTRICT ACCOUNTD, 1900-- C 4 vols.‘(173,
5 'B). Titles vary slightly.

" "Récord of various road district saccounts kept bv ‘the county treusurer,

showing road district number, amount credited to each district, date re-

.ceived, date and amount disbursed, snd for what purpose, Arr, numer, by

roud dist, nés, No index, Hpf, hver, 640 pp. 18 x 12 x 3. . 3 vols,,

.1900-1930, in co, clk. ba, v.; 1 vol,,; 19381--, in treas, v,

. -

Warrants

©'183,  NUMERICAL REGISTEROF SCHOOL WARRANTS, 1888-1903. 1 vol. Gl
1903~- in Treasurer's School District Lccounts, entry 181.

: Chronologlc&l listing of school dlstrlct warrants registered with the

county treusurer for payment, showing régister number, date registered,
unount ofs warrant for what purpose drawn,to whom.losued,'and date paid,

' arr, chron, by deté registered. No index. Hpf., 350 pp. 16% x 113 x 2,

in-co, cllk, be, V.

184, REGISTER OF COUNTY WARRANTS, 1898--, 6 vols, (ia=F),
Register of county warrants issued and redeemed, showing warrent number,
neme of payes, nome of sccount upon which warrant is drawn, amount and

.. date, reference to book and pige of county court record authorlzlng is=

fsugnce .of wcrrhnt date dellvcred by whon dellverad &nd dates. rodeemed

¢

end canceled. Arr, numer, by werreat no, No. index. Hpf. -Aver, 200 pp.

a6x 12z 2,

Receipts

185, TREASURER'S RuCEIPTS, 1931-~, 6 vols,

Duplicate receipts issued by the county treasurer for.cash snd warrants

redeemed, showing receipt number, date, name of person to whom receipt

"tlis issued, ‘amount, and copv of signature of county treasurér, Arr numer .,
" by receiptino,’ No 1ndex. ‘Hpf. aver, 350 pp. 174 % Tlisx 2
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Commissioner of Accounts; : (186-188)

County Board of wlection ; :

Cormissioners

Land Redemptions

186, TRSASURER'S (Record of ) DELINQUENT L.NDS REDEEMED, 1886-- 6

 vols, (A-C, C-E). Titles vary slightly.
Treasurer's record of redenptlon of lands sold for taxes, show1ng number
of certificate, to whom sold,’ date redeemed, by whom redeemed, years for
which taxes were delinquent, 1egal descrlptlon of lands, penaltles, cost,
gnd total tax, Arr, numer, by date filed ' and numer ., theréunder by cer-
tificate no, No index, Hpf.' Aver, 642 ‘pp, 22% x 16; x 3, 3 vols.,
1886~ 1921, in coh clks bh, Tei 3 vols., 1922, in treas, v,

L3 £ 1

COMMISSIONER'OE ACCOUNTS

‘The office of commisgsioner of acdounts was ‘created in 1885,and con-
sisted of three members, an accountant, a justice of the peace, and one
other member; all appointed by the circuit judge for a l-year term (1),
In 1917 the term of office was lengthened to 2 years (2). The office
wes abolished in 1931 when the State Comptroller was made director of
county audits (3).

187, (COMMISSIONER OF ACCOUNTS REPORTS), 1894-1930,  1In County
. Court Papers, entry ST 63 e :
Original reports of cdommissioners of accounts, showing name of office
audited, itemized stetement of debits and credits, and signature of com-
missioner,

188, [RECORD OF CANCELiD WARRANTS], 1911 17, 1920= 28 26 notebooks

: (dated).

' Chron01051cal 1lst1ng of canceled warrants made by commissioner of ac-

. counts, showing warrant number, date, purpose for which issued, to whom

issued, amounﬁ and copy of signature 'of issuing off;cer. Arr, numer,

, by warrant no. No index. H, Aver, 90 pp. 125 X 7 %1, o 1In cipy clle,
bets v, - ' 2

»

COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTION COMYISSIONSZRS |

The General Assembly of 1891 authorized the State Board of Election
Commissioners to appoint, not more than 90 nor less than 30 days before
each general election, three members in esch county to serve 2 years as
a county board of election commissioners (4), The election commissioners
have general supervision of all general and special elections in the

EIUFen moff Riggpnies p wen gadsh  Aprimap Ark., 1891, p. 35; ibid.,
(2) " 1bid., 1017, II, p. 1613 S haoet p, 1m19iiae,,, 1935, p.
(8) TIbid.,” 1931, p. Te20,. : S SaTe
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county, They are authorized to appoint judgeé and clerks for each voting
precinct, make e record of such appointments, canvass and certify elec-
tion results, and file the same with the county clerk (1),

Records of the‘appointments'of‘the éounty_board of'election commis-
sioners will be found in entry 189, ‘

189, EL4CTION' (Commissioners!) RECORD, 1898-1904, 1 vole
Record of proceedings of the county board of election commi ssioners,
showing date of meeting, names of commissioners, transcription of oaths
of office and notices of appointment of each, copies of official ballots
of each election, itemized listing of election expense, and official re-
turns. 4rr. chron., by date of proceedings, No index, H, 400 pp, 14%
o 8%-x S dn o clles haaive

BOARD OF REGISTRATION (Défunct)

The General Assembly of 1868 authorized the Governor ' to appoint

-three members to serve on a board of registration, #ll appointments were

required to be affirmed by the « Senate and term of office was 2 years.,
The chief ‘function of the board was the supervision of' elections and
passing on the eligibility of voters. (2) An act of the Gensral Assem-
bly of 1874 rendered the board- inactive (5), and it passed out of exis-

&

tence when the Constitution of 1874 failed.to provide for it,

No records of the board were found in Benton County. A uniform rec=-
ords system was used by this agency in all counties. For an example see

Inventory of The County Archives of Arkansas, Number 23, Faulkner County
(Conway), entry 165, p, 160,

~COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION (Defunct)

_ The county board of education was cfeatgd in 1919“to take over su-
pervision of county schools. Five membérs were elected by the voters of

. the county for terms' ranging from 1 to 5 years, (4)' The General Assem-

bly of 1931 changed the membership to six, and the term of office to 3
years, two members being elected each year (5), The board was abolished
in 1933 (8).

A, Arle,, 1931 p. Tt ; 54) Ibid,, 1919, Géni: p. 178,
Ibid., 1868, pp. b1, 57. 5) Tbid., 1931, p. 494,
Ibid., 1874, p. 54 (6) Tbid., 1933,

£
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County Superintendent of S (190)
Schools; County Exeminer v :
of Schools
 COUNTY SUPLRINTENDENT.OF SCHOOLS

The office of county - superintendent of schools was_breat@d by the
General Assembly of 1853 (1), abolished in 1868 (2), re-created in 1873
(3), and again abolished in 1875 (4). In 1919 the county board of edu-
cation was authorized to appoint a county.superintendent of schools for
a l-year term of office (5). The office of county superintendent of
schools was abolished simultaneously :.with the county board of education
in 1933 (6). : : ; !

>
»

COUNTY LXAMINER OF SCHOOLS

The office of county examiner was created by the General Assembly
of 1875 (7), abolished in 1919 (8), and re-created in 1933 (9).

At present the county examiner, after being endorsed by a ma jority
of the licensed teachers of the county,is appointed by the county judgs,
for a term of 2 years (10). He may, but is not required to visit all
the schools of the county, and is not required to devote all of his time
to his employment as county:examiner, He is required to ‘hold examina-
tions for persons making application fer licenses to teach school, and
to keep his office open every Saturday and meke all records required by
law. (11) He is executive .secretary of the county:text book board., In
this capacity he is in charge of the requisition, distribution, and care
of the free text books of the county., (12)
%Y Reports

R 2

190, ANNUAL REPORTS OF COUNTY EXAMINERS, 1912--, 36 vols. (28
vols, unlebeled; 8 vols, (dated).

Copies of annual reports of county examiner, 1912-19, 1933--, and county
supcrintendent, 1920-33, to the Arkensas State Department of Zducation,
showing date of report, school enumeration, race, enrollment by grades,
average number, total days attendance, average deily attendance, number
of pupils promoted, age-grade table, ‘¢lassification by grade and age,
teaching..positions, valuation of school property, assessment and mills
voted, receipts for suppbrt ?f schools, itemized expenditures and balance

(1) &, AeR,, 1853, p. 148, (7) - Thide, 1875,  Pa 6T,
Ez)“nlbid.,“1868, pe-181s (8) Tbid., 1919, Gen., p. 178.
83 B, 1878, n. 109, . N8 Foa DRSS, DI EX. . o
£4)-‘Ibid.,.l875, Bas L A (10) Tovid.,. 1935, p. 496. ,

5) TIbid., 1919, Gen., p. 178, . (11). Tbid., pp. 498, 400.

{6} I%id., 1963 D, 78, - (12) T6id., p. 1100.
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in treasury,’ indebtedness, report of blind, deaf, and other handicapped
children, summery, list of dlrectors,~ ‘number of teachers, and grades of
teachers! certiflcates. Arr, numer, by dist, no. No index, Hpf, Aver.
75 pp. 12 x 9 X q. : : : .

191. ENUMERATION REPORT, 1936--, Est., 392 folders in 4 steel f, d.
(dated),

Original enumeration reports from school districts, = showing number and
name of district, nemes of children of scholastic.age listed alphabeti-
callv, age, race, sex, and address, .and names of parents or guardisans
enterlng child, Census blanks for :individual families in each district
show name, age, dute of birth und sex of cach child, FEach list is veri-
fied by enumerator and purents or gucrdisns, Arr, numer, by school dlst
16, “Nosindex  «HPL . s 1dExx 14 x,24, ik :

192, (Teachers') MONTHLY REPORTS, 1939, 98 reports in 1 steel f.
ds

Original monthly reports of school teachers, showing neme of teacher,
report date, district number, whether white or colored school, numbser of
_.pupils in each grade, "age, sex, attendance per month, number of pupils
“transported and number not transported, number of days puplls absent and
days teacher dbsent,number of visits by school directors and by patrons,
days in school term, peércentage of attendance, and teacher's signature,
Arr, .numer; by school dist. no, No index, pr 11 X-14.x 24,

- $895 RhCORD OF TanHER' REPORT TO COUNTY SUPLRINTENDENT, 1929-33,
1 vol, (dated). ;

Record of teacher's report to county superintendent, shov1nﬂ name of
teacher, number of months taught, district number, school address, open-
ing and closing dates of school, .summary card, term and classification
report, examination or test grade, special report on home readings, at-
tendance at teacher's meetings, total number of reports received, and
grade of certificate. Arr, numer. by school dist, no, No index, Hpf,
200 pp. 14% x-9% x 1. = y

L3

Licenses and Contracts(,

‘194, RDCOPD OF = TiACHER'S LICENSES. (County),  1903=--, 13 vols.
(dated). Titles vary slightly, & i

Record of licenses of teachers in the county, showing name of teacher,
' sex, 'post office address; nativity, scholastic preparation, experience,
[date and grade of certificate, date license issued, license number, date
of expiration, special subjects, and endorsement from  other counties,
ettendance at institute - &and normal school, Arr. numer, by license no.
For index, ' see entry 196~ ﬂpr' Aver, 75 pp. 12 x 95 X %

1964 RECORD OF. TE FCHBRS STATE LICENSE, 1898--, ,1 vol.
Record of Stute licenses issued to teachers holding college.degrees and
pessing the State exemination, showing name of applicant, address, age,
sex, nationality, . native state, scholastic preparation,. experience, a-
mount and kind, and date issued. Arr, chron. by date entered, For in-
" dex, see éntry 196, Hpf, 75 pp. 12 X'Q% % %. : ; b
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: 1IE, (INDQK TO TEACHER'S LICLNSES), 1898--, 1 vol. .

Direct index bo Record of Teacher's Licenses (County), 1905~-,entry 194

‘and Record of Teachers -State License, 1898=<, entry 195, showirg neme of
teacher, number and grode of license, book and page of record .entry.
Arr. alph by first letter of surname of teacher. H: 31060 pp. 8@ X by

J

=

197, < RECORD OF (Teochcrs') CONTRACTS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR, . 1933--.
6 vols, (dated).

Record of teachers! contracts, show1ng name and number of .school dis-
trict, teacher's name and address,district tex levy, names and addresses
"of directors in each distriet, teacher s license gradé, , and_salary per
‘month; diration of +term in months, and opening and closing dates of
school, Arr, numer. by school dist,.no. N6 index.. Hpf.. Aver, 200 pp.
20ux 14 x 1]

Financial

198, RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS (Record of School . Districts),
1921-~-, 17 vols.(13 vols.dsted and sublabeled by school dist.
- no.; 4 vols, unlebeled). Titles vary slightly.
Original record kept by  ¢&ounty examiner, 1933--, and records of county
superinténdent, 1921-32, showing financial wccounts and statistical sum-
mary of each school district in the county, Yinancial accounts show a-
‘mount received for salaries, maintenance of buildings, and expenditures
for same.. Statistical sumamery shows names and addresses of directors,
beginning and expiration ‘dates of school term, names, addresses, school
prepafation, &ge, sex, ruce, nativity, grade of license  and salary of
teachers, date school term begins, e&nd number of mnonths taught. Arr,
numér. by school dist., no. and chron. thereunder by dute of entry. No
"index, Hpf.' Aver. 400 PP, 174 5 X 155 X2,

199, RECORD OF SCHOOL ACCOUNTS, 1871--, 18 wvols. (dated).
Accounts with school districts eand record of proceedings of the county
board of education in the consolidation of school districts, annexing
tercitory to districts, and transferring pupils from one district to an-
other. Also shows apportionment of State funds made to the county,
' school district taxes voted, and list of school directors elected, Arr,
chron, by date filed, No index. Aver. 400 Pplode xe T Rtal

‘200, REQUISITIONS FOR FRmE TEKT BOOKS, 1937--, 98 folders in 1
steel f, d. : - ;
+Files containing receipts for free text books to be used.in each,school
in the county, showing humber and kind of book furnished each .district,
date requisitionéd, number of district and name of sc¢hool, name and num-
ber of each kind of book in school, date returned, and signature of
school teacher, Ary, numers by school dist. no., ' No index. pr 1l~
14 x" 24 ' : ;
] 0} B (Record of) RnQUISITIONS FOR FREE TEXT BOOKS 1937=-y - 1
loose-leaf.vol,’ : PEEE
Record of free text books’requ1s1t10ned in each school ‘in the county,
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showing information as in entry 200 Arr, numer, by school dist. no,

No index. Hpf, . 320 pp, 130 X 14 o

Miscellaheous ’

202, ROSTER OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS, 1889-1928, 2 vols. (4, B).
Record of school directors, showing name, post office address,whether e=
lected or appointed, date of election or appointment, date of qualifica-
tion, and expiration of term for which elected, Arr, numer, by school
dist, no. &nd alph, thereunder by name of dlrector. Norandex sl Hee s bl
Aver #7400 :ppet LT ik.k2 %2, In co, cll ba. v,

203, (RECORD OF) 8th GRADE GRADUATES, 1918-33, 1937--. 1 vol.
Record of eight-grade graduates, showing name of school, postoffice ad«
dress, name of graduate, age,grade in each subject,average made, gradua-
tion date, and name of tuucher. Arr, chron, by date graduated, No index,
H. 100 pp. 125 x 8%

204, SCHOOL DISTRICT PLAT BOOK, 1923--, 1 vol, (dated). ‘
Plat book containing the location of the different school districts,out-
lining boundaries of each district and section covered, name and number
of township, and date of formatlon. Arr, numer, by no, of school dist,
No: indexs “Hpf. 822 DDs 17> x 1?n Sl

205, SCHOOL COMMISSIONWR'S RECORD, 1850-89, 2 vols, (4, B), Inci-

: dental recordings, 1868-60, in County Court Record, entry 7,

Record of receipts end disbursements by the county board of school com-
missioners,  showing amount on hand, amount due the county school.fund,

and each township, including list of notes and bonds belonging to county
school funds, legal description of school 1ands offered for sale, date

and ‘place -of sale, consideration, and terns of payment. Arr, chron, by
date filed, No index, H, Aver, 150 pp, 12~ %9 L. i o cllc, bag v,

COUNTY TEXZTBOOK BOARD

The General Assembly of 1937 provided that the county judge, county
exeminer of schools,and the county tressurer serves as a county textbook
board, The county judge is chairman,the examiner is cxecutlve secretary,
and the tressurer is treasurer of the board, ' The chief functions of the

.- board are to provide adequate storage for the free textbooks issued the

county, and to properly distribute them to the several school districts
within the county. (1)

Records of this board ere kept by the county exeminer of schools,

(1) - &,iArk., 1937, 'p. 1100,
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SCHOOL DIRECTORS

The General Assembly of 1869 authorized the election of six school
directors in each school district. Their terms of office were from 1 to
4 years., (1) Prior to this time the affairs of the county schools had
been(under the supervision of school trustees (2),and school commission-
ers (3). : : ; ;

The present status of school directors was fixed : by the 1935 Gen-
eral Assembly, The rural districts have 3. directors, elected for a 3-
‘yedr term; the school districts containing a city of the  first class
have six directors, two elected annually to serve 3-yesar terms, All oth-
er districts have five directors, one elected each year for a S-year
todi,, (4) Ut : ; : :

The chief funetion of school directors is the selection of school
teschers for their respectiwve districts., They sre also custodians of all
school property within their districts. (5)

Records of the election of school directors may be seen in entry
202, '

B

HEALTH UNIT
. i The General Assembly of 1913 authorized the State Board of Health
to set  up rules and regulations for the county health program (6).
Benton County maintains a full-time county health unit, There is a med-
jval director who has charge of the entire county, . a health nurse, a
- sanitarian, and clerical assistants, The personnel is selected by the
State Board of Health, with the approval of the county judge. (7)

Records of the unit are housed in the office of the county health
nurse,

\

Index

206, INDIVIDUAL CARD INDEX, 1936--. BEst, 2,000 cards in 4 steel

£. d. (labeled by contained letter of alph.).
Card index to Venereal Disease, entry 207; Communicable Disease, entry
"208; Family Roster, entry 209; Tuberculosis, entry 210; Immunization,

(1) Ao Anlel. TBE9, P 20, (5) 1Ibid., 1931, p. 436,
{2 TDiG epe 18430 Do I8 e (6) Ibid., 1913, p. 354, |
23) Ibid., 1840, p. 89. (7) ZErkansas State Board of

4} Thidsy 1935, p. 695 » Health, Report, 1940, p. 12,
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Health Unit gy 0L

entry 211, and School Records, entry 212, showing name and address of in-
d1v1dual date .of birth, sex, color, names of parents, type of record,
end where filed, Arr, numer, by school dist, 1o, and alph, thereunder
by flrst letter in surname of patient, Hpf, 4 x 53 x 186,

<

Selg

*

Reports : ' ;

. 207, VENEREAL DISEASE, 1936--. Lst, 2,200 cards 'in 2 steel f, d,
Original information cards showing name, age, sex, color, marital status
and address of patient, previous contact to Wassermann test, date, re-
sult, and name of reporting physician, Arr, alph, first létter-of sur-
name of patient, For index, see entry 206, Hpf, 4 x 6% % 15

208, COMVMUNICABLL DISEASE, 1936--. 2,000 cards in-de steele £y d,
Individual report of each case of communicable and - reportable disease,
made by the attendlng phvs101an to eounty health officer, showing name
and address of person,,nuture of diseasse, dutb reported, -age, sex, color,
Qccupgtidn or school, source of milk, and date of notice. ‘Arr, alph, by
nome of disease and alph, thereunder by first letter of surneme of pa-
tient. For index, see entry 206, Hpf, 4 x 55 x 15,

209, FAMILY ROSTER, 1936~-, 90 folders in 1 steel f. d,
Folders containing medical record.of family coming under the observation
of the health department, showing household register with date born, age
at death, cause of death, date; ' significance, economic’ and social data,

address and directions, excreta disposal,water, screening, propérty own-

er; summary of open cases, showing nsme, service, and date case opened
end date closed, Also contains the following forms: Epidemiological
records; tuberculosis records; infant and preschool records; maternity
records; and general medical records, Arr, alnh. by first létter of fam-
ily nanme, For index, see entry 2065 Hpf, l“ x 14 x 24,

‘210 TUBLRCULOSIS 1956-=%: - 80 - cards in. 15.f, .ds

Record of tuberculosis tests and treatments, giving name, address, age,
.color, ‘and sex of patient, names of physician and sanatorium, date ad-

nitted, date discharged,diognosis and surméry of clinical findings, spu-
tum exanmination, significant facts, members of household, extra house-
hold contacts, summary of physician's orders, services rendered, and
corments on progress, Arr, alph, by type of tuberculosis, For index,
see entry 206, Hpf., 4 x 50 x 15,

Immunization

211, IMMUNIZATION, 1936--, Est, 2,000 cards in 5 steel f, d., .(la-
beled by conteined letters of alph,).

Reports of all immunizations made by county health doctor and veounty

health nurse, showing neme, age, address, sex, color, school, and nane

of parents of client, kind of immunizations or test, date treatment giv-

““en,’ remarks and results. Arr, elph, by first letter of surname of appll-

cent, For index, see entry 206, pr 4 x 5~ %18,




Siga
County Board of lMedical (212-215)
Exaniners

Schoo} Records

: 2L SCHOOL'RbCORDS 1936--, 3,000 cards in 1 steel f, di
Individual health record of each Séhool child, 'showing name, age, ad-
dress, sex, end color of child, name and birthplace of parents, general
record of child, showing results of tests and immunization given, sun-
mory of infent and preschool record, note on cliniocal conference, field
visits, and notices to parents suggesting the correction of certain de-
Jfects in child, Arr, numer, by school dist, and alph, thereunder bX
first letter of .surname of Chlld For index, see entry 206, ‘Hpf. 1llz
& 14 x4 3 j ' s Conds

Vital Statistics

213, BIRTH‘CERTIFICATES, 1925--, ‘Est, 600 instruments in 10 steel
f. d.  1914-24 in County Court Papers, entry 1.
Original blrth cortificates, showing date and place of birth, registra-
tion number, nome of child, names,address and ages of parents, signature
;of attending physician, and date filed, Arr, chron, by b1rth date and
alph, thereunder by first letter of surname of family, No index. Hpf.
5 x 12% x 13, £ b

214, DEATH CERTIFICATES; 1925--; Est, 600 instruments in 10 steel
f. d. 1914-24 in County Court Papers; entry 1.’
Original reports. of’ deaths issued’ by attending physician or undertaker,
showing name, address and age of deceasedj caude of death; nemes of par-
ents, reglstratlon number, plade of burial, and date filed. Arr, chron.
-by date of death and alph. thereunder by .first 1etter of surname of de-
ceased, No index, 'Hpf. B'x 197 x*15, ,

215, RECEIPTS ( For Vital Statistics Reports), 1935--, 50 1nstru~
ments An'l Steel fidy
Original receipts issued by Arkensas State Department. of Public Health
to.county registrar of vital statistiés for wvital statistics ‘report
.filed in the State office, showing name of registrar, address, number of
.certificates. received, date received, and sighature of State Hcalth Com-
missioner, Arr. chron. by receipt date. No index, Hpf. 4% x 105 x 12,

COUNTY BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS (Defunct)

A county board of medical examincrs was authorized by the General
Assembly of 1881, The board consisted of three members, appointed by the
county judge for a term of 4 years, The principal function.of the board
.was toe xamine and license persons who wished to practice medicine or
surge}y in the county, (1). The 1B93 session of the General Assembly a-

CX] AD Avky 1881,”§.‘42. 2 3 L ¥ "




. County Department of : L e onadond )
Public Welfare ‘ '

bolished the county board and transferred its duties to a simultaneously
created State Board of Medicel Examiners (1)

No records of the board.weré found in Bentonlcount§.

, COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF- PUBLIC WELFARE

mhe county board of publlc m@lfare was establlshed by an act of the
General Assembly of 1985 @0 i) present county board, as provided by
the 1937 General Assembly, consists of five members, selected by desig-
'naxed folceru of the county, approved by the State Department of Public
Wielfare, The members serve 5-year terms and they, in turn, select the
personnel of the county department of publlc welfare, whose administra-
tive officer is a county director, (3)

Records of the department are housed in its office,

216, CORRESPONDENCE, 1938--, 200 instruments in 1 steel f, d.
Letters of.instruction and general correspondence relatlng to the county
welfare offlce, showing date and names.of addresse and writer, Arr,

alph by first letter of surname of addreusoe. Hes t.'lz s s Qi o]0

o OLD AGE PENSION (Appllcatlone), 1935=--, -SCO cards in 1 steel
(1). %
Record contalnlng epplications for old age_pensiong, showing name and
address of applicant, date of application, and date of approval or re-
Jectlon. Arr, alph, by first letter of surname of applicant, Hpf., 3 x
9= x 10 : :

218, [CHRONOLOGICAL RbCORD OF APPLICnTIONS], 1956-- 1 loose-leaf
. EVOie

““Chronologlcal record of old ago assistance, dld for. dependent children,
National Youth . Administration, Work Profjeets Admlnlstratlon, Civilian
"CQnservatlon Corps, and general relief, show1ng date of application, case
number, name and address of head of fanlly eddress and number of chil-
dren under 16 years, assignment of work, date forwarded to .State office,
Disposition of case shows approval or disapproval date, amount granted,
status (whether new or reopened case), snd reason for disapprovel, Arr,
alph, by first letter in surname of applicant and chron, thereunder by
date filed, Tpf., 400 pp. 16 x 12 x 13,

219, RECORD OF VISITATIONS, ACTIVE AND INACTIVE CASES, 1935--,
Est, 3,000 cards in 3 steel f, d. (1labeled by name of case
Worker). ; : e : '

worm i ERe Y i D P e O ~ s ismians

(1) A. hrz,., 1895, < 33. : (3) Ibld., 1937,.p. 152;  ibid.,
'(2) Ibld., 1935 p. 56 : 1939," p.'672, T

.
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Confederate Pension Board; (220=221 )
County Surveyor

Card record of visits made by welfare investigatsor to clients, active
end inactive cases, showing name and address of client, date of visit,
classification, race, .sex, nomes of members of household, -birth date,
relation to head of family, date of interview, whether certified to WPA,
CCC, NYA or other Federal work, and date of certification, Arr. alph.
by first letter of surname of client. No index, T. 3 x 9% x Al

220, [VOUCHER REGISTER AND CASH JOURNAL], 1937--, 1 vol,
Register of checks issued by county welfare department to general relief
clients between ages of 16 and 65, showing name end address of payee,
date, number of check, code, name and - address of bank, amount of check,
checks credit, deposits debit, memorandum, and amount carried forward.
Arr, alph. by first letter of surname of payee and chron,thereunder by
voucher date,' DNo, index, Hpf. 200 pp, 12 x 7 x 2,

CONFZDERATE PENSION BOARD (Inactive)

The Confederate pension board was established by an act of the Gen-
eral Assembly of 1891, The county judge, the county clerk,and the sher-
iff constituted the board, (1) until 1901, when the General Assembly em-
powered the judge to -appoint a board of three members for a 2-year term
(2). While still in existence, the board was rendered: inactive when sue
pervision of the, Confederate pension fund was transferred to the State
Welfare Department in 1939 (3).

Records of the board were found in the county clerk's vault,

! 221, PENSION BOARD RECORD, 1901-32. 2 vols, (dated),

Record of board of Confederate pensions,showing application for pension,
neme of Confederate veteran. or his widow to whom clerk delivers pension
warrent, .and amount and date of warrant, irr, chron, by date of applica-
tion, Indexed alph, by first letter of surneme of veteran or widow, H,,
it Aver, <800 Ppas )2 % O x 28 Lavol o ¢ 1901500 dn: eOg - clky Baieyas -1
ol + 193 =82, 1n cos s lic, marary G LA R

COUNTY SURVEYOR
.The . election of a counby surveyor was authorized 'by the Constitu-

tion of 1836 (4). The present Constitution continued the office., The
surveyor is elected at the regular biennial election for a 2-year term,

! . [

(1Y A, Ark., 1891, p, 162, (3) Ibid., 1939, p. 512,
(2) 1Ibid., 1901, p. 86, (4) Tonst, 1836, art. VI, sec,17.




Shgp .
Agricultural Extension ' #81(222)
Service Agents ! :

() The surveyor is required to executé all orders directed to him by
any court of record for the survey of any tract of land within the coun=-
ty, and, if requested, to accompany viewers of roads for the purpose of
running or measuring any -proposed new road (2) - Since 1901 the surveyor
has served as timber inspector (3) ; A

_ Records of the office were found in the circuit clerk's basement
vault, - : % ; -

222, SURVEYOR'S RECORD, 1866--. 20 vols, (4, A-G, I, KK, L, U, 1,
24 6 Voks, unlabeled).

Record of land surveys, showing all Iines run out,corner posts determin-
ed, name of property owner;locatioen of property, brooks, creeks, and in-
tersections,where survey began, direction procceded toward and distance,
 setting of temporary centers and posts, distance, and in what direction
temporary posts were moved, date of survey; copy of signatures of sur-
veyor end chainmen,  Arr, numer. by see,, twp., and r, no, and chron,
thereunder by date of survey. Indexed alph, { first letter of surname

of _property owrer. He TAVErT 14264pp, “l6%x 1l L In'cir, clk.ba.v,

.AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE AGENTS
County Farm Agent

‘The appointment of eounty farm agents was authorized by the General
Assembly of 1915, in accordance with provisions of' the Congressional
Smith-Lever Act .of the previous year, The agent is selected by the Fed-
eral Extension Service and the University of Arkansas, College of Agri-
culture, Appointments are for indefinite periods,but must be resaffirm-
ed annually, (4)

Home Demonstration Agent

The office-of home demonstration agent was created by thé General
Assembly of 1915 to meet the requirements of the Smith-Lever Act, The
home demonstration agents are selected by the Federal Extension Service
and the University of Arkansas, College of Agriculture, in accordance
with the provisions of the Smith-Lever Act, for an 1ndef1n1te period and
their contracts are renewed each year, (5)

(1) Const. 1874, art., VII, sec,  (4) A, Ark,, 1915, p. 1078; U,S.

46, Stat,,1913-1915, XXXVIII,372.
(2) Rev. Stat,, p. 219, (6) A, Ark,, 1915, p., 1070; U,S.
(&) A, Avle,; 1901, p. 208, Stat,, 1913-1915, XXXVIII,372,




‘Agricultural Extension : 2 (223~227)
Service Agents -

Correspondence

223, CORRLSPONDENCE (County #grieultural Agent and Home Demonstra-

tion Agent); 1938=~,- Est, :500 folders in 2 steel. f,.d. .
liscellaneous correspondence of county agricultural agent and county
home demonstration agent, consisting of letters of instruction from va-
rious &pecialists of the! United States Department of Agriculture, Arr,
alph, by name of correspondent and chron, thereunder by date of letter.
No index. H,, t. 11F x 14 x 24, :

) R R s E ey

«

Information

\224, GBENERAL INFORMATION FILE, : 1937--,. Est, 3,200 folders in 4
a0 steel £, d, SRR TR e s in
General information on agriculture; .economics, farm‘manégemenﬁ; general
mavketing, farm and home,forum, county agricultural work, fairs and ex-
 hibits, home.demonstration,agent's work, cgmps and short:coufses,.annual
plans, bills paid and. unpaid, enrollment, illustrative meterial, and oth-
er information. connected with work of county ' agricultural agent and
county home demonstration agent., Arr, alph, by subject title of folders.
No index, 11} x 14 x 24,

225, COMBINED ANNUAL REPORT OF COUNTY EXTENSION WORKERS, 1930--,
Est, 150 instruments in 3 steel f. d.

Annual summary of extension activities in county, showing progress made
during year, general sctivities, report of legumes' and forage-crops,all
_other special crops, forestry, wild life,agricultural engineering, poul-
‘try and bees, cattle, swine, horses, food ®mnd nutrition, . parent educa-
tion;"summary of activities ahd sccomplishments, .special events, and
' outstanding county-wide meetings and ectivities., ' Arr. chron.. by report

;date, Hpf, 91% x Tle Dde ol oy : 3G

4-H Clubs

226, 4-H CLUB RECORD FILE, 1930--, lst, 200 folders in 2 steel f,

ok . : - ; : :

- Card récord of 4-H Club members, showing name and address . of member,
‘dete of birth, mame of parent or guardian; kind of = project, size, work
‘done, value, cost, mnét profit or loss, notation if project not completed
and why, grade in school, outstending achievements, offices held, spe-
cial awerds, and 4-H Club trips, Arr. alph, by first letter of surname
of club member. No index., Hpf. 114 x 14 x 24,

297, 4-H CLUB FILE, 1930--, Est. 705 folders in 3 steel f, d,
Reports of county plan or work in 4-H Clubs, showing record of attend-
_ance, budgets, programs, county clubs, council, rallies, demonstrations,
program material, games, parlismentary prectices, and miscellensous pub-
lications.- Arr. in secs. alph, by first letter of nume of activity. H,,
s dddbeae 14v e Bdisn s e

. s 3Ry
. s -
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Timber Inspector

TIMBER INSPECTOR

The General Assembly of 1901 created the office of timber inspector
and specified thet it be filled by the eounty surveyor whose term is
fixed at 2 years, The timber inspector is authorized to estimate and
keep & record of the lumber, logs, or timber of any owner who requests
this serwvice, The record is to establish legal ownership in the event
of a sale or transfer of title, (1)

No records were found in Benton County.

(1) A, .8rkg, 190L, . 503,




o .

Bibliography

Arkenses State Planning Board, Arkensas Water Resources, (Little
Rock, 1939) - :

4Lrkonsas State Planning Board, Progress Report, 1936, (Little
Rock, 1936) : -

Arkansaa State Supcrintendent of Publie-Instruction, Biennial Re-
port of the . Superintendent of Public Instruction,  1919-1920,
{Conway,  Ark., Conway Prlntlng Conpanj, 1920:).

Arkonsas State Sup¢r1ntendent of Public Instruetion, Sixteenth
BiennialiReport of the  Superintendent of Public Instruction of
The State of Irionsas, 1899-1000, (Littlc Rock, ! Democrat Pub-
lishing Company, 1900) :

Arlkonsas Tiriters' Project,  WPA; Arkansas:. "4 Guide!to the State,
(New: York, Hastings House, 1941) 37 s

Code of Practice in Civil and Criminal . Cases for-the State of
Irkonsas, Logether with  the Constitution of The United States
ond the Constitution of the otate of Arkansas, (frinted by au-
Thority of the General Assembly, Little Rook, 1869):NOTE: cit-
ed herein-as Criminel: Code :

Constitutions of the State of Arkansas, 1836, 1861, 1864, 186C,
1874 : 2

Deromus, We N,, Letter to Dallas McKown, Arkansas Writers' Pro-
jeet; WPh; Sept.i22, 1839, (In files.of-ArkensasWriters' Pro-
ject, Little Rock)

~Peters, Rlchard, and’ Charles C. Little, eds.:Treaties Between the
United States and the Indian Tribes, (Boston, Charleo = hittle
.and. James BrOWn, 1846) Lo ¢

'Rcv1sed Statutes of the Stateiof Arkansao,'adonoed at the October
Seéssion - of the = Geoneral Assembly of Said’ State, Revised by
William McK. Ball and Sam C. Roane. | Notes and index.by Albert
Pikey '(Published by authority of the General Assenoly, Boston,

; .Wéeks,“Jordan“aﬁd ComaanJ, 1838) -

U. S. Bureau of the Census, 'A'Compendium'of the  Inhabitants and
Statistios of the United States, 1840,a5 obuained Irom tho . Ro-
turns of tho Sixth Cemsus, by Counties .and Principal Jlowns,
TWashington, 1841)' F % [ axnot [spsFi

s He S Bureau of The Census, Blennlal Census of hanufacturcs, 19595
(Washington, 1940)

U. .S.. Bureaur of the" Census, Ehghth Census of the ﬁnlted States,
: 18b0 Staulstlcs of the United States, (hashlngton, 11861 )




le

opii
es
u-

fe

- 92 -

Bibliography

I1s:

U. S. Bureau of the Census,Fifteenth Census of the United States,
1530, Population; I (Washington, .1931) ¥

U. S. Bureau of the Census,Fourteenth Census of the United States
1920, Agriculture, IV, (Washington, 1921) ]

U. S.Bureau of the Census,Fourteenth Census of the United States,
1920, Manufactures, (Washington, 1921) o

U. 8. Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census of the United States,
1870, Production of Agriculture, (Washington, 1872)

U. S.:Bureau off the Census, Ninth Census of the United States,
The Statistics of the Population of the United States,(Washing-
ton, 1871) g, :

+ Us S. Burecau. of the Censusj «Report of Statistics of Churches in

United States at the Eleventh Census, 1890, (Washington, 1891)

U. S. Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census of the United States,
1850, (Washington, 1852) e s

U;'S. Bureau of the Census, Twelfth‘Censusngf_the United States,
1900, Agriculture, (Washingfon, 1902)

U. S. Bureau of tHe Cansus,” Twolfth Census of the United States,
1900, Menufactures, (Washington, 1902) o

U. S. Bureau of the Census, Twelfth‘Census of the United States,
Taken in the year 1900, Population, Part I, (Washington, 1901)

U. S. Bureau of the Census," United States Census, of Agriculture:
1935, Arkensas, Statistics by Countics, (Washington, 1936)

T Departmont of Agriculture,Forest‘Servicc, Region Eight, O0-

zark National Forest, Arkansas, (Washington, 1939)

U. S. Department of Agriculture, Weather Bureau, Climatic Summary
of the United States, (Washington, n.d.)

United States Statutes at Large, vol. 38

University of Arkansas, College of Agriculture,Agricultural Eix
periment Station,The Soils of Arkansas, Bulletin No.187, (Fay-
ctteville, 1928)

University of Arkensas,College of Agriculture, Extension Service,
Common Forest Treces of Arkansas, (Fayetteville, 1924)

. o
Ma ps

Arkansas Geological Survey, Topographic Map of the State of Ark-
ansas, (Little Rock, 1930) o o




;- 93 -
Bibliography

U. Se Gcologlcal Survey,The Topographic Maps of the Tnited States,
Arkansas-Missouri, Fayettevi'lec Quodr: ¢, (Washington, 1924)

United States Geologlcal Surwc‘ State of Arkansas, (We.shington,
LT R AR T o

III. Néewspapers

Little Rock (Ark,) Arkansas Demncrat’

Little Rock: (Ark.) Arkansas Gazette

IV. Periodicals

Benton, Thomas, "America's Yesterday', Travel, July 1934

Bulletin of John Brown University 1939-40, (Siloam Springs,
Ark., 1940)°

. Secondary Works

Foreman, Grant, Pioneer Days in the Early Southwest, (Cleveland,
Arthur H. Clarke Company, TR LI

Goodspeed, W. 4., History of Northwest Arkansas, “(Chicago, Good-
speed Publishing Company, —1889)

m
4

Herndon, Dallas T., A Centennial History of Arkonsas, 3 vols.,
(Chicago, S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, g22)

Reynolds, John Hugh, Makers of Arkansas Hlstory,(hrv York-Boston=
Chicago-Atlanta-Dallas, The Silver-Burdette Company, 1905)

Thomas, David Y., Arksnsas and Its Pebple, 4 vols., (New York,
The American Historical Society, Inc., 1930)

Weeks, Stephen B., History of Public Education in Arkansas, (Wash-
ington, 1912).




j—

g )

) -

1=

'Joseph'M.,Hoge,

- 94 ~

LIST OF COUNTY OFFICIALS

CIRCYIT JUDGES
(4th Judicial Circuit,

1836-1861;

Sebron G, Sneed,
Alfred B, (Creenwood,
Pelix J. Batson,

John M, Wilson,
Joseph J, Green,
James D, Walker,
Elias Harrell,
William Storey,
Elisha D, Ham, o
James H, Huckleberry,

8th Judieial Cirecuit, 1861-1868;
5th Judicial Circuit, 1868-1873;

* 4th-Judicial Circuit, 1873-- )
1840-1844 James M, Pittman,
'1844-1851 J. H. Berry,
1851-1853 James H, Patterson,
1853-1859 (1) J. M. Pittman,
1859-1860 (2) E. S. McDaniels,
1860-1861 J. M, Pittman,
1861-1864 (3) John K, Tillman,
1864-1867 (4) J. S: Maples,
1867-1868 (5) W, A, Yickson,
1868-1873 J. S, Maples,
1873 Jno, S. Combs,

Willism K, Sebastian,
Alfred M, Wilson,
A, B, Greenwood,
Hugh F, Thomason,
Lafayette Gregg,
Claiborn G, Reagan,
T, M. Gunter,
Newton J. Temple,
Archibald Young,
Samuel W, Peel,

E. I. Stirman,

H. A, Dinsmore,

Jeo F, Wilson,

(1) Vice Greenwood

J. W, Trimble,

1939 =

PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS

Walker,
Johnson,
Peel,
Tillman,
W, Walker,
Maples,
Horsley,
Maller,
Combs,
Nance,

John S, Combs,

1836-1840 Se By
1840-1845 S. M.
1845-1851 Js M
1851-1856 g N
1856-1865 James
1865-1866 J 5
1866-1868 D4 By
1868-1872 e
1872-1873 (9) IR iny
1873-1876 g e
1876-1878

1878-1884 Je W,
1884-1886

(2) Vice Batson, resigned

Trimble,

John K, Butt,

1874-1878
1878-1882
1882

1882-1890
1890-1898
1898-1900
1900-1906
1906-1919
1919-1927
1927-1931
1931-1939

1886-1888
1888-1890
1890-1892
1892-1898
1898-1900
1900-1905
1905-1910
1910-1914
1914-1919
1919-19256

1926-193]

1931-1939

1939=-=

(10)

(3) Special election

(4) Impeached (5) Vice Harrell (6) Vice Berry,resigned (7) Vice Pittman,
died (8) Vice Tillman, resigned (9)Viec Tcmple,resignéd (10)Vice Maples,

resigned
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of County Officials

CIRCUIT CLERK, EX OFFICIO RECORDER, 1836--; EX OFFICIO

John B. Dixon,

John Smith,

J. :Di Diclkson;
A, G, Williams,
John Galbreath,
R, S, Williams,
John .Galbreath,

J. R. Woods,
J. W, Sikes,

J. R. Rutherford,

John Black,

H. A. Dinsmore,

B Bt

C. C, Huffman,
M. L. Williams, (2)

CH:.NCERY COURT CLERX, 1903--; EX OFFICIO COUNTY
CLERK AND PROBATE CLERK, 1836-1880

1837-1842 W, H. Cowan,
1842-1846, J. D. Covey,
1846-1852 W, 0, Young,
1852-1856 John Black,
1856-1858 F, P. Galbreath,
1858-1869 D. B, Horseley,
1859-1860 (1) F. P, Galbreath,
11860-1866 W, T. Mexwell,
1866-1868 W. M, Heaslet,
1868-1872 Sam Beeasley,
1872-1873 .Ira D, Swearingen,
1873-1880 Merion Douglas,
1830-1886 Fred Douglaes,
1886-1890 Fred Allred, :
1890 Miss Mary Chiles,

1890-1892 (3)
1892-1896
1896-1900
1900-1901
1901-1902
1902-1904
1905-1906
1906-1910
1910-1914
1914-1919
1919-1925
1925-1929
1929-1933
1933-1941
1941 --

(4)
(5)

(1) Vice Williems (2) ‘Suspended (8) Vice Williams (4) Vice Black,died
(5) Vice Horseley, resigned

T, H. Humphries,
Ben F., McMehan,

CHANCERY JUDGES
(11th Chancery Circuit, 1903-1925;
S
13th Chancery Circuit, 1925-- )

1503-1916
1916-1919 (1)

Sam Williams,
Lee Sesmster,

(1) Vice Humphries, resigned

John Black,

COUNTY CLERKS

1880-1888 W. E. Hill,

E. L. Taylor,
John Black,
C. A. Rogers,
Harry Rust,
J. C. Casey,

1838-1890 ek, Halo,
1890-1892 g5 Chi@asay,
1892-1896 Miss H. Casey,
1896-1900 Anna Patton,

1900-1804

Fred Berry,
Bess Pace,

Marion Douglas,

(1) Vice J.

1904-1908
E, I, :Buttram, 1941 -~
Cas

C. Casey, deceased (2) Vice Mjss H.

1919-1926
1526~=

1908-1912
19121919
1919-1923
1923-1923
1923-1931
1931-1935
1935-1941

ey, resigned




List of County Offic

ials

agpis

SURVEYORS (EX OFFICIO TIMBER INSPECTOR, 1901--)

Alexander McKisick,
Williem H. McLean,
James White,
William H, Woods,
Dr, Hayden,

David Chandler,
Henry Lane,

M. B, Maxwell;
Jacob Caudill,

M. B. Maxwell,

S, Peak,

M. B. Maxwell,

D, W, Geiman,

M. B, Maxwell,

(1) Moved from state
(4.) Vice Brown, died

Henry C. Hastings,
Matthew English,
Thomas M, Duckworth,
David Mitchell,

John A, P. Carr,
Thomas M. Duckworth,
James Jackson,

Jemes M. Rogers,

W, J., Howard,
William McDaniel,
Enoch Troll,

John Kinchloe,
James W, Cowan,

H. Marly,

D, Woods,

James McPherson,
Dysart Woods,

H, Marly,

Se Ny Bllaott,;

(1) Vice Duckworth,

tion and sentence for man slaughter

resigned

1837-1838
1838-1840
1840-1842
1842-1844
1844-1846
1846-1852 .
1852~-1854
1854~-1856
1856-1858
1858-1872
1872~

1872-1882
1882-1884
1884-1886

(1)

S
J
W
D
M
J

H
E

. B. Robértson,
. A, Murray,
oD, Patterson,
« L. Wheat,

. Hays,

« A, Robertson,
« T, Lambeth,

« G, «Pond,

Jr;,

Paul B, Lee,

J

. A, Robertson, Jf.,

Wilson Brown,

M

M

. Hays,

., Wilson Rrown,

. Hays,

1886-1888
1688-1900
1900-1904
1904-1910
1910-1914
1914-1916
1916-1917
1917-1923 (2)
1923-1925
1925-1926
1926-1933 (3)
1933-1939
19808~
10808 (1)

(2) Vice Lambeth, resignéd (3) Vice Robertson,died

COUNTY JUDGES

1837-1839
1839-1840
1840-1841
1841-1843
1843-1845
1845-1846
1846-1847
1847-1850
1850-1854
1854-1856
1856-1858
1858-1860
1860

1860-1866
18661868
1868

1873-1874
1874-1876
1876-1882

resigned

(1)

(2)

(3)

(2) Vice Kinchloe
(4) Vice Smith

e B v e I 7 B |

. Bates,

. Cordell,
. Bates,

. Nance,

. Foster,
. Teylor,

CtM< oo

Lon Williams,
Leander Norris,

W
N
W
W

v AW 04 Jdones,
e Ch=Smith,

o iSh=Hloyd,

e B Hill,

Leander Norris,
Joe Beasley,
David Compton,

W

. R. Edwards,

. David Compton,

Fred Berry,
Joe Beasley,

1882-1886
1886-1890
1890-1892
1892-1894
1894-1900
1900-1904
1904-1908
1908-1910
1910-1912
1912-1914
1914 = 5 (4)
1914-1916
1916-1919
1919-1923
1923-1925
1925-1929
1929-1936
1936-1939 (5)
1939--

(3) Vacated by convic-
(5) Vice Compton,




List of County Officials

Gideon B. Pace,
Wm, B, Wooddy,
Gideon, B. Pace,
John H, Hammock,
John Gelbreath,
John H, Heammock,
J. R. Woods,

Joe. Henry,.

R, E. Doak,

J, W, Simmons,
“WasGtuefors, -
. W, Simmons,
. H. McClinton,
s A, Hickman,

=

(1)

Vice Cideon,

Henry Ford,
James Beasmon,
Sam'l P, Woods,
John Hammock,
James Jackson,
B. Covey,
Harris O, Gilbert,
John Wilcox,
Hardy Wilson,
Wm, Morgan,
Alfred. Dean,

. John Galbreath,
- J. S, Reynolds,

%) lR@fused to

J. D,. Dickson,

Wm, Smith,

‘ﬁ;wqu. Black,

e =

SHERIFES
1837-1840 F. B, Galbreath,
L1840 W. H, Cloe,
1840-1842 (1) F. P-.'Gelbreath,
1842-1846 J. G. McAndrews,
© 1846-1856 R. A, Pickens,
1856-1858 Jomes Hickman, ;!
1858-1860 A BgRiRGesell, |
1860-1862 T . S4T% iBlake,
1862-18686 Sid Johnson,
1866-1868 George .Maples,
1868-1874 Joe.Gailey,
. 1874-1878, { : Bdger Fiselds,
1878-1882: George ‘Maples,
188221884 Earl Austin,

1939=--

1884-1886
1886-1888
1888-1896
1896-1900
1900-1904
1904-1908
1908-1912
1912-1916

.1916-1921

1921-1925
1925-1929
1929-1933
1933-1935
1935-1939

failed,@g,pqpplyuwith Act'7 of Revenue Law,

+

Sy BN

1837-1838
1838-1840
1840 L)
TRAD =5 e (2)
1840-1848
1848-1850
1850-1854

© 1854-1856

- 1856-1858
1858-1860
1860-18862
1862-1866
1866-1868

AL D) Gallisen;

serve

1866-1868

CORONERS

J. C. January,
J. E. Plummer,
J. 'H. Hogan,

J. W, Bland,

P, H, Prone;

R. W, Hansard,
R. N. Corley,
Geo. L. Bates,
J. A, Petty,
John N, Stokes,
Jes D Glepg,

A, D, Callison,
Leon A, Viasson,
1935-~-

(2) Vice Woods

INTERNWAL IMPROVEMENT COMMISSIONERS

COMMON SCHOOL COMMISSIONER

1866-1868

1868-1872
1872-1874
1874-1876
1876-1878
1878-1880
1880-1882
1882-1900
1900-1906
1906-1908
1908-1912
1912-19186
1916-1933
1933-1935

(3) Died

(3)
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TREASURERS
Henry C, Hastings, 1837-1846 HerCssSmith, 1886-1890
Singleton Langston, 1846-1848 J. J. Jefferson; . 1890-1892
William McDaniel, 1848-1854 HiiBLatmith, Jrass 1892-1894
H, C; Hastings, 1854-1858 J. J. Jefferson, .1894-1896
Ed M, Smith, 1858-1850- W, L. Marley, : 1896-1900
S, 'Langston, 1860-1862 HeriCosiSmath, Jr,, 1900-1902
B W, Smith, 1862-1866 J. N.. Stokes, 1902-1906
S. Langston, 1866-1868 %/ W 1Y Neeilan 1906-1908
Joseph Thomas, 1868-1872 W, L. Marley, 19687 . A1)
John Galbreath, 1872-1873 Neato, Henry, - ..1909-1916 (2)
Wiy €5 Tators, 1873-1874 Marshall Bennett, 1916-1921
Haley Jackson, 1874-1876 E. K, Hale, 1921-1927
B. F. Dunn, 1876-1880 W, C, Deason, 1927-1935
Lo Hs ilload, 1880-1886 L B aSL array, 1935-1941
Weee His 2 Knoxy 1941 -~

(1) Vice Neely, died (2) Elected by special election

)

J. No Surtis,
W, L. Cowen,

H. Higfill,

A, G, Gamble,
W, H. Haines,
J. E. Bussey,
A B, Kindley,
Jis - Wy Puckett,

Marion Douglas,
T. P. Galbreath,

AL B. liebb,

Marion Douglas,

TAX

1858-1873
1873-18768
1874=1880
1860 -1884
1884-1690
1890~1694
1694-1898
1698-1902

ASSESSORS

s H, Helines,

Sam Edwards,
D, L. Viheat,
Geo, N, Gearhart,

.
SeileGinnils, s

60, i, Gearhart,
Jam Banks,

L 0 Coelas

Y b

.
=Y

A

o)

TAX COLLECTORS

1908-1912
1912-1914
1914-1919
1919-1923

Bruce Douglas,

A S, iMcGinnis,
W, L. Iosley,
Joe Gailey,
Reed Adcock,
1941 --

1902-1906
1906-1910
1910-1914
1914-192]
1921-1923

- 1923-1929

1929-1935
1935--

1923-1927

;519271981

1931-1935
1935-1941




List of County

0. Etans,

A, Whinnery,
J. G, Walker,
Jioe By tDickson,
John' Berry,
Isaac- Murphy,

Madison Douglass,

J. Dunnegan,
E. D, Ham,

J. Dunegan,
B& i Hunt,

Alick Caralofif,

J. Dunegan,
C, J. Reagan,
E. P. ¥Watson,

(1) Resigned

- 101~

Officials

STATE

(11th Senatorial
2nd Senatorial
1lst Senatorial
3rd Senatorial
1st Senatorial
7th Senatorial

24th Senatorial
34th Senatorial
1st Senatorial

1838 -
1838-1842
1842-1846
1846-1850
1850-1856
1856-1858
1858-1862
1862-1864.
- 1864-1865 (1)
1866-1868
1868-1871
1871-1874 .
1874
1874-1879
1879~1883

District,
Districhs
District,
Distriel;
Distriety
Districts
District;
District,
District,

SENATORS

1638-1840;
1840-1356;
1856-1864;
1864-1866;
1866-1868;
1868-1874;
18741903
1903-1939;
1939+= )

J. T, Walker,

D, H, Hammons,

M. D. Lucas, :
i A s 0 ¢ Bl ackburn;
Nelson J. Carlock,
John - P, Logan,
Richard L. Nance,
F. F. Freeman,

P. A. Rogers,

John R, Duty,
Jesse McFarland,
W. H. fustin,

Sam ‘Beasley,

Storm 0, Vhaley,
Clyde T. Ellis,

. d. Wesley Sampier, :1939--

(2) Deceased

1883-1887
1887-1891
1891-1895
1895-1899
1899-1903
(2)
(3)

11903-1907

1907-1909
1909-1911
1911-1915
1915-1919
1919-1923
1923-1927
19271931
1931-1935
1935-1939

" (3) Appointed
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CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX

“ (A1l numbers refer to' entries. A record. entry number is listed under
* each dccade which the record covers:in full or in part, An entry number
is underlined to call. attention. to.the initial. appearsnce of the record;
the last 1lst1ng of the entry number indicates the decade within which
the record ends.) ; S S i

1831-40
+13-15, 30,32, 45, 78, 74, 89 .
- 1841~50 e
1315, 30, 32, 44, 45,.73, 74,.79, 89, 138, 205
1851-60 = .
7, 18, 18-15, 90, 82, 44, 45, 54, 5B, 78, 74, Tervegiesd, L1, 102,
T38, 205 = e g
'1861-70 :

3,705 10, 10, 218 50,1453, 37, 44-46, ‘47, 50, 54, 55, 73, 74, 19,
- 88-31, 93, 94, 101, 102, 1217122, I31-T35, 7138, 189, 154,205 ,222

1871 80 : ; .' : £l
ls .4, 7 10, 122156, 21, B0 08#z2. a7rddeen B bdaboenly 60,61,
63.68.-70s 75, 470 B8=91, 95; 94 101, 102, 118 106, 181 100,
125, 131-133, 138, 139, 141, 154, 164, 165, 181,7199, 222

1881-90
Ty & T 8,79 10, 115 21 Bo. oy D8, 80, 0. 28 By g8 - dF,
45-47, 50, 54-57, 60-62, 63, 65, 67, 68, 70, 71, 72=74, 79, 88-92,
98-95, 96-100, 101-103, 114-116, 121, 122, 131-133, 13¢, 138, 139,
141, -151, 154, 157, 158, 160, 162, 164, 165, 167-169, 178 181,183,
186, 159, 202, 222

1891-1900
Ly 4, T=10; 12=15; 195 20528, 25, 27, 28, B0y 32, CBs b, BE,87-30;
43, 45-47, 51-53, B54-57, 60-64, 67, 68, 70-74, 79, 88-99, 101-103,
105, 114-118, 121, 122, 130-133, 135, 136, 138~140, 141, 148, 151,
154, 157, 158, 160, 162, 164, 165, 167, 168, 174-176, 178, 5 181,182,
183, 184, 186, 187, 189, 195, 196, 199, 202, 222

1901-10
1, 4, 7-10, 11=15, 17, 18, 19«23, 25, 26-28, 30, B1=33, 3b5-89, 43,
45-47, 51-58; 59-65, 67, 68, 70-74, 78, 79, 80-83, 88-93,96-99,101~
10%: 105, 114 112, 114=116, 121-125, 126, 128, 130=188, 168-157,
138-140, 148, 151, 152, 154, 157, 158, 160, 161, 162, 163-165,167,
168, 174-176, 178, Tﬁ@} 180-184, 186, 187, 1@57’194-1967”199, 202,
291, 2822y = S




Indsex

Blrth certificates, 213

Blansett Mountain, 1

Board of education, county, see
Education, county board of

Board of election commissioners,
county, see Election commission-
ers, couﬁ?? board of

Board of euallzatlon ses’ BEqual-
ization, board of

Board of medical examiners,
ty, see lledical examinsrs,

coun-

county board of .
Board of registration, ses Reg-
istration, board of
Board of supervisors, see Super-
visors, board of . :

Brown educational institutions, 12

Camp Joyzelle, private carp for
girlsy 10

Cave Springs, recreatlonal center,
10

Chancery court

clerk, 45.

clerk's foreclosure salus, 82

docket, 78 '

fees, 83-85

Jjudge :
probate court Judgu, 49
term of office), 49

jurisdiction, 15, 49

officers, 49 s

papers, 75, 76
record, 79

records, 75-86
sales, 81 :

transcripts of appealsd cases,T7
Chattel mortgzages, 31-35
Cherokee Indians, &
Circuit =
clerk
duties, 33
ex officio
chancery court clerk, 43
recorder, 43 =
first, 4 e
office
origin of, 33, 43..
torm of, 33, 43
en officer of .the
chancery courd, 49
circuit court, 42

(Bir-Con)

_Circuit Court

appeal transcripts, 48
bankruptcy papers, 49
clerk's
bar docket, S0
juror certificates, 66, 67
common law docket, 51
criminal
bar docket, 72
case record, 73
established, 42
execution  docket, 57
fee book; 61
Jjudge,
Judgm‘nt do cket, 54
jurisdietion, 15, 42
law record, 52 e
meeting of, time of, 42
officers, 42 =3
papers, de
ecords, 46-T4:
stenographer, 42
witness fee uook 60
Clerk, .county
clerk of the
board of equalization, 61, 73
juvenile court, 56, 61 BT
gquorum court, 60, S
formerly a mcmbor of Conf;d:rlta
pension board, 86
office
origin. of, Gl
term of, 61
officer of the
codunty court, 29
probate court, 52, 61
records, 116-174e =_ i
Collector, tax §
duties, 73
gifiee.
created, 17, 73
borm 0f Bl5 dxae
Commissioner of accounts see Ac-
counts, commissicner ofy &
Comptroller's report, 117
Confederate pension board
established, 86

record, 221 s in
rendered 1ﬂact1vv, 86
Constable 3

duties, 60
origin of office, 60




Index

Cooper, Robert, early settler, 4
" Corn production, 7. =
Coroner %
duties, 16, &9-60
Pipst: A= m
office
opiging ofy 69
term.of, 597
~ Coroner's inquests, 62
Corporation reports, .156
Cotton productlon in 1935, 8
County court
+abolished, 29
-claim‘dockeEj'G
Jurisdiction, 15: 2
ofifiicers, 29 75 TEl
papers e
index to, .4
original, 1
property damage cases appealed
from, 3
records, 7
records,. 1-11
re-established, 29
road record, 8
Courthouse .
burned by Federal troops, &
efforts to re-build, 5-6
fivsty 4,5 &
floor, plaus, 25-28
present, 56 ol
sketch of5: & .
warrsnts, 118
Cowan, Robert, county commission-
er, 4

Death certificates, 214
Declaration of intention, record
of, 58
Deed record,, 10
Deith, “llllum Bird, early set-
tler, 3 :
Delinquent
land record, 136
lands
advertised, 137
redeemed, 145, 186
sold, 139, 140
poll tax assessments, 150
Dentists, register of, 162
“Devil's Eye Brdw, 1
Dixon, John By, first clerk, 4

106 -

(Coo-Flo)

Wden 's Bluff, recreational center,
10 - ;
Educatlon, county ‘board of, {47
Election commissioners, couﬂfy
board of
office
origin of, 76
tegm-of, 76 .
proceedings, 189
Elkhorn Mountain, i1
Emancipation of slaves, 13iv
English, Judge, early settler, 4
Equalization, board of i
cleric,: 61, 15
comoos1L10n, 73
established, gbolished and re-
.established, 73
records, 179, 1780
Estates, claims against, 93
Estray records, 163, 164
Examiner of s¢hools, county
annual reports, 190
dut lt,o, .8
eXuCUL1Vu %borptqrv of the coun-
Ty textbook board, 8l

office

- abolished. 78
creabed .me—
re-creat (h. 72

records, 1.90-%05

Executor's
bonds and 1
settlement record,

Explanatory notes, vii-viii

Extension service agents, 88

etters, 92

a
99

Farm

acreage in 1935, 8
agent, ' county 7 '
origin of office, 88
‘recdrds, 223-227 7
property valuation in 1935, 8
Farms =
.average acreage
AR 870 7
in 1900, T

number
in 1840, 6
I 1870 7
in 1935, 8

Firearms, register of, 166
Floorplans: of courthouse, 25-28
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Index

Ford, Henry, first coroner;, %

Forfeited lends record, 138

4= club records, 226-227

Fourth judicial circuit, counties
composing, 42

Gasoline seles record, 172
Governmental organiz&tign
chartiofy 10"
sketch of, 15-18
Grand jury. .
_indictments, 68-70
jurisdiction, 16
minutes, 63
reports, 64
. witnsss record, 65
Green, Fred, courthouse commis-
sioner, 5 :
Greenwood, jhdge Alfred B.,
arly setiler, 4
Guardians o
bonds and certificetes, 91
settlement record, 99

Herris, Rev, James A., early sot-
tler, 4
Harvey, William Hope (Coin), 10
Hastings, Henry C., first coun-
ty trsasurer, &
Health unit
gstablished, 82
records, 206-216
Highwey :
claim docket, 5
commission, county
“chaarman, =205 62
composition and origin, 32-33
Historical sketch, 1-14 e
Hogan, Judge Joseph N., 5
Holstein, early teacher, 11
Home demonstration agent ~
origin of office, 88
records, 223, 227 e
Homestead graduation certificates,
13v . :
Housing, care, and accessibility
of records, ngaé

Illinois River, 1@ T

Incorporated towﬁé,'annual reports
of, 1564 st

Incorporat ion record,, 187

(For-Len)

Instruments filed, record of, 12

Internal improvement commissioner,
33

Inventory record, 95

Jackson, Haley,courthouse commis=-
sioner, 6 ‘
Jail commissioners record, 11
Jefferson, J, J., courthouse con-
tractor, 6
Judge, county
chairmen of the
county highway commission, 29
county textbool board, 29, BT
first, 4 e T
formerly
o member of Confederate pen-
sion boerd, 86
probate court jﬁgge, 52
presiding megistrate of the
county court, 29
juvenile court, 29, 56
quorum court, 29, 51, 60
term of office, 29
Jury commission, 48-49
Justicc of the pszce
court
abstract of misdemsanor cases
tried dn, T
jurisdiction, 15-16, &7
records, 108, 109
transeripts, 174
8. member of the quorum court,
57, 60
office
orisin ofs. 67
tornbof, Gl
Juvenile court
established, 56
ex officio judge, 29
jurisdietion, 16 e
papers, 106 .
presiding megistrate, 56
record, 107 S

Kelton, Samuel H,, courthouse con-
tractor; :6

Lake Atalanta, 10

Land Sk
commissioners! cancellation cer-

tificate, 146




Index

Lend (cont'd) :
ownership plat book, 27
s0ld under act 365, .142
title deerees, 13iii

Lands 2
delingquent, 155ii :
entered, record of, 128
redeemed, 129

Lee, J. V., courthouse contractor,

6

Liens,

Lindsley

‘Lis perden

Livestock, 7, 8 :

Lockhart, Professor, propristor of

Shelton Academy, 11

Lovely County,.creation

tinction, E

record of, 25
Prairie; sl
record, 264

qQ
S}

" and ex-

McKissick, A.,
veyor, 4
McPhail, John, early sgttlur, 3
Manufacturing, 8-9 -
Mep showing gpograohlcﬁl locotion

of Benton County, ix
Marks and brands record, 165
Marriage :
contracts, 13vi
records, 151-1%54
Married woman's separately owned

first county sur-

g

property, schedule of, 13xi
Materialman's and-mecheanic's
liens, 24

Mayfield, Rev. James, founder of
Methodist church nean War BEegle
Mills, 11

Mays, Martim, €

Medical exumlner
of, 84

QFLJ scttler, )
county board

Mining record, 19

Ministers' credentials, register
of, 40

Mitchell, J. F., organizer of
Twelve ‘Corners Church, 11

Monte Ne, site of Hurvey's:
pyramid, ..10

Mortgage = AFE
regowd, 2lcs e G
releascs, 23 s s :

Municipal corporations; 13vii

Neturalization, petition for, 59

108

(ﬁan-Pro)‘

Neely, John N., courthouse con-
tractor, 6
Nellette Ranch,

ter, 10
Notary public

bonds, 39 :

origin of office, 41=42

recreational cen-

Oat production in..1919, 7
Officers 4
accounts, 116
commissions, rcgister of, 38
Official bonds snd appointments,
86 =8
.'Officials, county, list of, -94=-101

0il and gas lease record, iU
Osage L
Indians,
Prairie;

=] o

first sheriff, 4
early sottler, 4
10

Pace, Gideon,

Pace, Henning,

Panorsma, rccreational center,

Pea Ridge Academy, 12

Pelham, Williem, uwfly settler, 4

Peninsular Valley, recreetional 23
center, 10

Personal property assessments,127,
131-134 D4

Physiciens certificates, 160, 161
Pistols, register of, 166
Plat book, s 27
Poll tax records, 148-150
Poor: Mountain, 1
Potatoe production, 7
Poultry, production of, 8
Probate court o
docket, 101
established, 52
fee record, 105
Jni: "dlctlon, 165 62
offic B
pe
’Sldlug magistrate, 49, 52
record, 102 G
records,v87-105
Producer!s:resort, 171
Professional licenses, 160-162

Prosecuting attorney
duties, 16, 58
ofbice 72

origin of, 58
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Index

Prosecuting attorney
office (cont'd)
term of, 58

a state officer, 58

Public utility assessments,. 126

Guorum court :
composition of,16-17, 67, 60
jurisdidtion; 15,60
officers, 60 AL
presiding officer, 29, 60
records, 114, 115 T

Real property assessments, 127,
130, 131
Reddick, William, early sgttlpr, é

Redemption

certificates, 144

deeds, 13viii
Registration, board of, 77
Release of mortgages, Zu, 34, 35

_ngnt of-wey deeds, 13ix
Ritter, W, T., courthouse erchi-
Gect b
Road: L
districts, nglutbr ol e0
improvement district
assessments, 147
delinguent land sasles, 86
proceedings, 170
warrants, 124
warrant register, 123
Robertes: Drg J% R founder
Ridge Academy, 12
Rocky Fork, recreational center,
10 ,
Rogers
scene of first Amerlcan live
broiler show, 8
a tourist center,_io
Roller, Jacob, parly—géttler, 4
Royalty deeds, 13x =

of Pesa

Sailor's and soldier's discharge
record, 41

Salem Plateau, 1

Sales bill record, 97

Sanity ceses, record of, 104

School
accounts,
directors

duties, §_

99

-

Do

(Pro-Sul)

School
directors (cont'd)
office
origin of, 82
term of, 82
districts :
enumeration reports,
plats of, 29 W
receipts end disbursements,
198
ends, sales of, 167,
transfers, 2
warrants, ru\iét'l

11938

168

ofSHIA2 88

. Schools, county suobrlntundcnt of,

78
Seat, county

first, &

removed to Bentonville, 4-5
Shelton Academy, snte bellum_
" ‘school et Pesa Ridge, 11
Sheriff i

certificate of purchase, 143

duties, 16, 58 - :

Fipst, aete il

former1§

o member of Confederate pen-
sion board, 86

tax assessor, 72
tax collector, 58,

office T
origin of, &8
term of, 587

an officer of the
chancery court, 49
circuit court, 42
county court, P
probate court, b2.
quorum court, 60 -

records, 110- 1l

Siloam Springs, a popular resort,
9
9 .

zé.

Sixteenth section lands, sales of,
67 T P68
Slaves, emancipation of, 13iv

Spavinaw Creek, 1
Springfield Plateau, -1
Starke, Jenton N., banker of
Fayettcv1lle, 6
Stroud, J. W, courthouse commis-
sioner, 6
Sulphur Springs
elevation, l
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Sulphur Springs (cont'd)

a health resort, 9
Superintendent of schools, county,
see Schools, county superin-

tendent of
Supervisors, board of, 29
Surveyor, county ]
duties, 18, 87
Mt ) 7T
8ffice
origin of, 86
term of, 86
record, 222
timber insvector, 87, 89
Swaggerty, Thomas, cBﬁht§—bommis—
sioner, /4
Symbols, vii

Tax
assessor, see Assessor, tax
books, abstract ofy 127 -
collector, see Collector, tax
deeds, abstract of, 141
receipts, 135
Teachers
contracts, record of, 197
licenses, 194, 195
reports, 192, 193
Textbook
board, county -
chairman, 29, 81
composition of, 81
established, 81~
requisitions, 200, 201
Thirteenth chancery circuit, coun-
ties composing, 49
Timber - 0
deeds, 16°
inspector, 87, 89
Tobacco production
L 4890 7
in 1935, 8
Tomato acreage in 1935% &
Township boards of assessment and
Valuation, 73
Treasurer, county
accounts, 178
cash book, 179
duties; 175 74
Sivete 4

(Sul=Woo)

Treasurer, county (cont'd)
highway district accounts, 182
miscellaneous files, 177
office

origin of, 74

term of, I
receipts, 185
record and cash journal, 180
records, 177-186
school district accounts, 181
treasurer of the

common school fund, 74

county textbook board, 81

Twelve Corners Church, first Bap-

tist Church in Benton county,

A4l: ‘

Tyson, Lemuel, early settler, /

United States patents, 128
Voters record, 148-150

Wallace, George P,
early settler, J
first county judge, 4
War Eagle, recreational center, 10
Warrants 5
canceled, 120, 188
issued and redeemed, 18/
receipts for, 125
record of, 121
re-~issued, 119
Washburn, Cephas, minister and
teacher, 11
Weaver, Robéff, county commission-
ensil
Welfare, county department of pub-
die
established, 85
records, 216-220
Wheat production, 7
White River, 1
Whitely, Charles B., organizer of
Twelve Corners Church, 11
Willola, recreational centor, 10
Wills, 88, 89 25
Woods, Dysart, county judge and
commander of Home Guards, 6
Woolsey, James, courthousc commis-
sioner, 5
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PUBLICATIONS PREPARED BY THE
ARKANSAS HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY PROJECT
DIVISION OF COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAMS
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION

1) Inventory of the County Archives of :mggrsas, No. 12, Cle-
burne County (Heher Springs). Historical Records Survey, Little Rock,
Arkansas, March, 1939, mim, (217 pp.)

2) Inventory of the County Archives of Ariansas, No, 23, Faulk-

ner Countywv (fﬂnvay). Histoirical Records survey, Liwu.e Rock, Arkansas,
December, 19LU. mim., (251 pps)

3) Inventory of the County Archives of Arkansas, No. 30, Hot
Spring County (Malvern), Historical Records Survey, Little Rock, Ark-
ansas, March, 1940, mim. G, E00 op.)

4) Inventory of the CountXVArchlves of Arkansas, No. 65, Searcy
County (Marshall)., Historicel Records quV@V, Little Rock, Arkansas,
June, 1940, mim, % 112/pps)

5) Inventory of the County Archives of Arkensas, No, 19,Cross
County (Wynne). Historical Records Survey, Little Rock, Arkensas, July,
1940, mim. (%, 134 pp.)

6) Inventory of the County Archives of Arkansas, No, 13, Cleve-
land County (Rison). Historical Records Survey, Little Rock, “Arkansas,
April, 1941, mim., (s, 113 pp.)

7) _Inventory of the Church Archives of Arkansus., Church of
Christ, Scientist. Historical Records Survey, Little Rock,Arkansas. 1941,
mim. (313, > 556 pp.)
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