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 Defending champ Clay County. along
with six other high school teams. are
back in this year’s Sweet 16. A new twist
ta the tournament this scason is the return
of Kentucky's ‘Greatest Show on Earth’ to
Freedom Hall. Not since 1980 has the
cvent been held in Louisville, as for the
past seven seasons it’s been in Lexington's
Rupp Arcna

‘he move marks the first time the tour-
t will weld in Freedom Hall
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 Blucgras cr teams which should make

a strong bid for the championship are
Louisville Ballard. Madisonville. Marshall
County. Louisville PRP and Lexington Henry
Clay.

Ballard is fed by all-stater Allan Houston.
a 6-foot-6 junior guard. The Bruins aren't a
one-man show, meanwhile, as guard Mark
Bell (5-8. 154) and Kenneth Martin (6-3, 178)
proved last season their tourney-tested.

Last year Ballard made it all the way to the
championship game before being edged by
Clay County 76-73. The two are in opposite
brackets. thus a championship remuatch is
possible.

Other teams which were in last year’s
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Sweet 16 Returns To Freedom Hall; Clay
County Hopes To Make It Two In A Row

Sweet 16 arc as follows: LaRue County,
Madisonville. Oldham County. Rowan Coun-
ty and Marshali County.

Owensboro Apollo knocked off traditional
Sweet 16 participant Owensboro in the
regional finals. The last time the Eagles were
in the final 16 was when a fellow by the name
Rex Chapman played for them (1985).

Not only will Farmer and Houston's talents
be on display. but Russ Chadwell (Clay Coun-
ty). Chris Bowles and Travis Ford of
Madisonville. Scott Boley of LaRue Coun-
ty. Mitch Cothran (Marshall County). Greg
Johnson (Warren East). and John Hartlage

(Oldham County) arc worth the price of

admission.
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OSCAR L. COMBS

CATS’ PAUSE EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Cincy’s Not Home, But It’s The Next Best Thing

Notre Dame may be in Chapel Hill,
N.C.; Xavier may be in Lincoln, Neb.;
North Carolina may be in Salt Lake City,
Utah; Utah State may be in Lincoln,
Neb., and Georgia Tech may be in Hart-
ford, Conn., but the Kentucky Wildcats
are in Cincinnati and Purdue is in South
Bend

Sure, the 'Cats won't be playing in their
home state as the NCAA tournament gets
underway this week, but you'd better
believe they will enjoy the next best thing
to a homecourt advantage.

Cincinnati’s Riverfront Coliseum will
become Rupp Arena-North, and you can
count on that.

“IFor a complete look at
the the bracket for the 1988
NCAA tournament, please
turn to pages 14 and 15.

And just how were the Wildcats afford-
ed such luck, especially in light of some
doomsayers who predicted the NCAA
would send Kentucky somewhere near
China after the Wildcat program was
declared not gulity of allegations brought
forth during a two-year probe a few
weeks ago?

When you consider the NCAA's deci-
sion to ship so many other teams away
from home, even the most ardent UK fan
has to ponder the selection committee’s
decision.

Perhaps it was to reward Kentucky for
its play down the stretch, winning its last
seven games in a row, including four dur-
ing the regular season and three in the
Southeastern Conference tourney.

Perhaps it was to show the nation that
the NCAA committee would make its own
decision and not the media or other
critics around the country.

The committee’s decision probably can
be attributed more to UK’s win streak and
sudden charge up the poll standings than
any finger-pointing or “‘getting back™ at
anyone.

Most likely, several other schools would
have been afforded the opportunity to stay
near home had they performed well down
the stretch and played a decent schedule.

A couple points:

Let’s take North Carolina. The Tar
Heels fell from grace near the end of the
season and took a nosedive. The commit-
tee chairman even said the group decided
early Sunday morning that the winner of
the ACC Tournament title game would be
allowed to stay home at Chapel Hill and
the loser would go west. Duke downed
Carolina and the Tar Heels hit the road.

Notre Dame sports a pretty decent
record, but the wins came against a
bunch of bunnies, save the early season
victory over Louisville. In all fairness,
there were some teams left on the
sidelines which were more deserving than
the Irish, so Digger Phelps cannot com-
plain too much.

Utah State and Georgia Tech would
have preferred to stay near home at Salt
Lake City and Atlanta respectively, but
neither deserve the reward, based on their

play late in the season.

Kentucky, however, wasn’t the only
team rewarded for outstanding play. Pur-
due and Gene Keady were finally given a
little justice and allowed to stay in South
Bend.

Purdue, if you recall, is the team which
has been shafted more than any other
school in the country over the past few
years. Not this time. The Boilermakers
have earned their No. 2 national ranking
and there would have been a public out-
cry if the committee had sent Purdue
anywhere but South Bend.

In fact, Purdue has a better shot at
making the trip to the Final Four than
any other team in America. Part of that, I
believe, is because Keady’s team is the
best team in the country right now. But
there is yet another factor—the Midwest
field.

The NCAA not only put Purdue in the
Midwest, but the remainder of the
Midwest field is extremely weak com-
pared to the other regionals. Only Pitt-
sburgh, seeded No. 2 in the Midwest,
stands in Purdue’s path to the Final Four.

In the Southeast where Kentucky is the
No. 2 seed behind Oklahoma, there
figure to be some outstanding matchups
along the way to the Final Four.

Kentucky should handle Southern at
9:37 p.m. Friday and then meet the win-
ner of the Maryland-UCSB (Santa Bar-
bara) on Sunday afternoon.

The four other teams at the Cincinnati
sub-regional are Villanova taking on
Arkansas and Illinois meeting Texas-San
Antonio. So if Kentucky survives its first
two games, the 'Cats are most likely to
meet either Villanova or Illinois. The
most interesting matchup, though, could
be Eddie Sutton facing his old Arkansas
team, which has three seniors recruited
by Sutton before he left Razorback Coun-
try for Lexington three years ago. But
that would only happen in Birmingham.

Should the Wildcats make it to the
finals of the Southeast Regional, there are
all kinds of neat possibilities. How about
Kentucky running and gunning with
Oklahoma, or the 'Cats meeting Sonny
Smith and his Auburn Tigers? There
could be a rematch with Jeff Mullins and
UNCC (remember the controversial en-
ding of the UKIT championship?).

But the real one would be Kentucky
and Louisville hooking up for a spot in
the Final Four. Louisville opens against
Oregon State at Atlanta and then would
meet the winner of the BYU-UNCC
game. The Cards, on a roll after winning
the Metro Conference tournament in
Memphis, look to be a good choice to
meet Oklahoma in a semifinal match at
Birmingham next week.

And to the West Regional. This is the
one with a lot of darkhorses. Arizona is
the early favorite, but don’t overlook the
likes of UTEP, UNLV, Michigan, Wyom-
ing and North Carolina. Florida, if Norm
Sloan can treat a few egos, could make
some waves, and Iowa will not be a
pushover.

The strongest region has to be the East.
First you have Temple. Then add in

Duke, Syracuse, Rhode Island, Indiana,
Georgia Tech, Missouri and SMU. And
no one is safe around the likes of
Georgetown, LSU and Towa State. Notre
Dame looks good in name, but the Irish
will head home about halftime of their
opening game.

Our Final Four picks?

How about Purdue from the Midwest?
There’s no match for the Boilemakers,
save one run from the Pitt Panthers.

Duke will survive in the East where the
Blue Devils will defeat Temple in one of
the tourney’s finest games.

Il be Michigan from the West. The
Wolverines will take care of North
Carolina in Seattle (if Wyoming doesn’t
pull off the upset earlier) and then
Michigan will beat UTEP for the Final
Four spot after UTEP upsets Arizona in
the second round.

So you've been waiting for the
Southeast, have you?

This will be a dandy.

Coach Eddie Sutton’s "Cats have been
playing well lately and they should be
primed by the time they get to Birm-
ingham next week after solid, but closer-
than-expected wins over Southern and
UC-Santa Barbara this weekend.

Also emerging from the Cincinnati sub-
regional with Kentucky will be Illinois
which will defeat Villanova on Sunday
after Villanova eliminates Arkansas on
Friday.

Meeting with Kentucky and Illinois in
Birmingham will be Oklahoma or Auburn
(I'm not real sure about the Tigers
holding off Bradley as this could be the
finest of the first-round games in the
country. They’ll run and gun all night),
and Louisville or BYU.

I like Oklahoma and Louisville. Auburn
cannot keep pace with two run-and-gun
clubs back-to-back, and there’s no way
BYU can stay on the same floor with
Louisville.

That gives us Oklahoma versus
Louisville in one game and Kentucky go-
gainst Illinois in the other. Prime-

, as Dick Vitale says.

It says here it'll be Oklahoma and Ken
tucky for the big ticket and Eddie Sutton
will make his first trip to the Final Four
since his old Arkansas team met Ken-
tucky back in 1978.

NCAA TOURNEY TIDBITS. . .Ken-
tucky had better make the most of this
run at the NCAA title. First of all, the
*Cats will be without stars Ed Davender,
Winston Bennett, Rob Lock and Cedric
Jenkins next season and you just don’t
replace that kind of experience. Oh, I
know LeRon Ellis andEric Manuel will
be better, but just think about that early
non-conference schedule next son
which includes the likes of Louisville,
Syracuse, The Hall of Fame Classic,
The Great Alaska Shootout and the Big
Four Classic—all away from Lexington.

There will be some losses to say the least
and when you have eight or nine losses
over the season you won’t get a very good
seed in the tourney (ask North Carolina).
Plus, Rupp Arena is hosting the NCAA
Southeast Regional next March and you
know that means Kentucky will be ship-
ped half-way around the world . . . The
Georgia Bulldogs had to be disappointed
with being left out of the NCAA field
after playing so well in the Southeastern
Conference tourney. Had the Dogs held
on against Kentucky, it would have been
interesting to see if the NCAA would
have taken six SEC teams, or said no to
LSU . . . Five schools will be playing in
the NCAA for the first time. They are
Santa Barbara, Eastern Michigan, North
Texas State, Seton Hall and Texas-San
Antonio . . . Arizona enters the big event
with most wins—31. On the other end,
LSU has most losses—13. The Tigers are
16-13 while Arizona is 31-2.

‘When Kentucky won the Southeastern
Conference Tourney in Baton Rouge Sun-
day, it marked the third straight year a
team won both the regular-season cham-
pionship and the postseason tourney.

Kentucky turned the trick two years ago
during Eddie Sutton’s first campaign in
Big Blue Country. Last season, Alabama
won both titles and the Wildcats
duplicated their feat of two years ago last
week.

Kentucky’s sudden dominance caused
syndicated sports columnist Stan Torger-
son to speculate that the SEC will return
to the days of old when the Wildcats
thoroughly dominated league play.

“It’s going to be Kentucky and the nine
dwarfs again,” said the newspaper colum-
nist. “Kentucky is on the verge of
dominating just like it used to 30 years
ago. Eddie Sutton is the best coach in the
land, they have the greatest players in the
country and Kentucky has the greatest
facilities. They have it all.”

Hummmm!

Kentucky’s first-round game 2
Southern Unive
p.m. Friday at Cincinnati’s Riverfront
Coliseum

The game is expected to be te
live in Kentucky, but the station list
not been announced by NCAA Produc
tions by press time Monday.

ESPN is carrying several fir:
games on Thursday and Friday, but will
All

ity will tip of

Vi

not carry any beyond the first roun
other games will be carried by CBS
on either a regional or national basis ac-
cording to officials of the NCAA

CBS-TV will carry live two first-round
games, the first being on Thursday night
at 11:30 p.m. (Eastern Time) from Salt
Lake City and the second on Friday night
at 11:30 p.m. (Eastern Time) from Los
Angeles.

Fans should check their local TV

[Continued On Page 22]




Sage

The Cuats’ Sawse

Vi 79, gg&?

Mirror Image?

"Cats, Rebs Play Similar Style, But Kentucky Just Had Too Many Athletes
In 82-64 Win In Second Round Of Southeastern Conference Tournament

By TCP Columnist Mike Estep

BATON ROUGE, La. — When you look at Ole Miss and Ken-
tucky as they take the hardwood, you see a pair similar teams, but
in different stages of development. Kentucky of course, a contender
for this season’s Final Four and the NCAA’s all-time leader in vic-
tories. has been in the business of winning games and champion-
ships forever it seems. Ole Miss, on the other hand, under the direc-
tion of Ed Murphy, is just getting its feat wet.

At least that’s how the Ole Miss coach sees it.

“We've gained a lot of ground in our program the last two years.”
Murphy said following Kentucky'’s 82-64 win over his Rebels, the
third this season and the second in a six-day period. “Rod Barnes
is the only player that played one minute for the previous coach
(Lee Hunt). So we've changed out every player in our program and
avoided a disastrous season. I was afraid that we would lose all
of the momentum that we built up last year.

“But it is obvious that even though we’ve made up some ground
and made those changes, we have not caught up to Kentucky. The
difference simply is athletic: They run a motion offense and we
run one. I though we played pretty tough when we got after them.
But we can’t shoot the ball with ’em because we don’t have the
athletes they have. The difference in the shooting percentage? When
they get an offensive rebound, they stick it back in. When we get
an offensive rebound. we're not strong enough to score with it.”

It’s almost as simple as that. Kentucky just had two many horses
for the undermanned Rebels to handle in the second round of the
SEC tournament.

‘Cats Have Too Much Firepower For Rebels. . .

With Winston Bennett and Rex Chapman leading the way, scor-
ing 15 and 10 points respectively in the first half, the Wildcats, who
shot 69.6 percent from the field for the first 20 minutes, raced out
to a 42-29 halftime edge. Barnes, the Rebels’ all-conference per-
former, scored the first two buckets after intermission to bring Ole
Miss to within nine at 42-33 with 18:12 left to be played. But Ken-
tucky went on a 12-point run, holding Ole Miss scoreless for the
next six minutes, to take a 54-33 advantage at the 12:08 mark. For
all intents and purposes, the game was over.

It was the defense that forced the long Ole Miss dry spell—and
held Barnes, who errupted for 31 points in UK’s 7871 victory over
Ole Miss in Oxford in the SEC regular-season finale, to 18, 13 of
those coming after the game had been decided—that UK coach Ed-
die Sutton was most proud of.

“I thought defensively we played pretty well,” Sutton said. “There
in the second half, when we broke the ballgame and got up 20
points, I thought it was the defense more than anything else.”

[

UK’s Sticky Defense Was Too Much For Rebs

But even though the Wildcats shot 55 percent from the floor for
the contest and placed four players in double figures—Chapman
and Bennett had 19, Rob Lock 13 and LeRon Ellis 11—Sutton said
he still sees room for improvement.

K-Ole ‘Miss Play-By-Play

Kentucky Score Ole Miss
19:00{ Davender 15 ft. 1 20
15;381‘ . ; 122 | Jumper fayup
17:42  Lock FT, F1 142
17:25 | Lock dunk 62
| h oy
16:36 Bennett layup 142
1515 | Beonell 8 it 102
15:02 1104 Jumper 12 ft.
8 - S 1410 | 106 Paul 7 ft. hook
‘Any time you shoot the basketball as well as we did ‘Iomghlvz 1338 - L fumpeRFTET
shoot over 50 percent, then that covers up a lot of other mistakes, e %
he said. “One of the mistakes we've been having a lot of trouble S 120, Murhy E0.ET
with lately, and we did again tonight, is board play. We're giving [2:“ e ol Yo .
up way too many offensive rebounds (17). especially to a team that . ‘37 i : e
; : . b it .
is considerable shorter than we are. We turned the ball over too e B
- , S Soanges 1511 | Chapman 20 fi. 10!
many times tonight (17) and our free throw shooting (six of 15 for o : o Geiiton
56 percent) is not what it has been.” o : .
:57 Lok FT, FT 212
UK-Ole Miss Notes & Quotes 34 2044 Barnes 14t
: s & 7:57  Bennett FT, FIA 214
Ole Miss c_oagh Ed Murphy hﬂd»(hls to say about Kemuck)r s Lo 6 Bames 106
chances of winning the tournament title: “T think that the key with L et S
them is shooting the ball. When they hit those jumpshots, I don’t ():22 Chipman 8 i e
think there’s anybody in the league that can beat ‘em, they're the ‘b:()! . T linpe o
best team. They play great defense, they’re beautifully coached and _'“ Ch 200 .
5 ; 5:43  Chapman 20 1. 28
they’re great athletes. And they have excellent depth. By changing £ e Pk
the lineup around a couple of times this year, what he’s done is Ch e o
01 Benned -2
developed two players that come off the bench that are as good as ; . i i
: S : § -34 . Chapman duni 2
the starters, just about.” . . .On of those reserves is LeRon Ellis. i o . - o
. . . o~ . =08 ennett lay! 4.2
And the Friday night contest was a coming-out party of sorts for . el e o : o
S . . . . - - () 4-2. Prater 22 ft.
the 6-11 freshman. Ellis lost his starting position to fellow freshman i = -
4 . L 3 34-26 e 10 ft.
Eric Manuel late in the season and had been having trouble pro- 08 : lumper &
5 - e = - 7 Bennet 26
ducing away from the friendly confines of Rupp Arena. But against 20, St Bl e
the Rebels, Ellis hit five of 10 attempts from the field and added ;"'ﬂ, tllis 6 1 282
4 - . X 8 57 e P
a free throw for 11 points, and also pulled down six rebounds in e L Bamer 0 0
20 minutes of action. . .Ed Davender took just six shots for the 200 Hemen kY o
game, hitting three of them for six points, but handed out a game- = 40.29 Flaler 12 1
high seven assists. . .Eddie Sutton was able to play 12 players during - e o .
the game, giving his starters needed rest for a run at the tourney HALE 1229
title. In addition to Ellis, Cedric Jenkins, Richard Madi Mike
Scott, Sean Sutton, Derrick Miller and Reggie Hanson came off 19:08 4231 Barnes 16 #t
the bench for the ’Cats. “One thing, we were happy to play 18:50 42.33 Barnes 14 it
everyone,” Sutton said. “We have to get our squad right back to 18:12 Chapman 16 ft. 4433
the hotel, get ’em something to eat, get 'em back to bed and be 17:21 Davender 12 ft. 46-33
right back here in less than 24 hours. I though it was important 16:59| Chapman layup 48-33
for us to be able to win the game and not play our starters for 35 1511 Ellis 6 ft 50-33
or 40 minutes. So we were able to rest ‘em a little bit.” 1394 Bennett 16 ft. 52.33
12:20| Bennett 17 ft. 54-33
12:08 54.35 Bames 1, FT
[OFFICIAUNCAA BASKETBALLBOKSCCRE 0 i o 1139 54-37 Barnes 12 ft
TGRS (Las Name £ Al ey 11:25 | Chapman 18 ft 5637
Tl e, 03-10)] Az [l Dalrotmd s - : -
['R%_m oG t i 12111343 4 121312118} "Ai 310! zlgi' 10:58! lenkins fayup 58-37
2] Sean MEPHY 2 G 3is (0iglziz ti] 218, {21 11110130 a4 . :
e . : etz EEE A 2015 10:44 58-40 Jumper 22 ft
357 Tonnie FILER 51013 {01210 Lt B E1V :oto}u \ 10:14 58-42 jumper 12 ft.
= : ] ol | (61201001
Oil_o o 110018 St pEes 9:07 ' Jenkins layup 6042
56 o i Jili[zis 20 (9 2iGiqiio] [2le0 00 8:33  Lock layup 6242
T35t bigar W0 T1 3jo 00l 42632 [0/Z[0111F
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3T b ALLEY I 110 0 {00:0{0[3: [00[0IOTT: L -
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‘ . 0 T Chapman 1, FT 6645
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ame_x 357 P A
i 5 o e 6:16 6849 Murphy layup
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e e o [5:46 | Hanson T, F1 70:49
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"CATS KING OF SEC
UK’s thrilling 86-80 win over LSU was a picture-perfect

contest between two well-prepared clubs. (Top left,
clockwise): Here, Rob Lock drills a short jumper late in the
game to give the 'Cats the lead for keeps; With authority
Eric Manuel scores two of his career-high 24 points; Rex
Chapman tries to make his move past Darryl Joe; and
Winston says ‘Out of my way. Photos By David Steriing
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Tiger By The Tail

Eric Manuel, Rebounding From A Poor Performance Against Ole Miss,
Put Together A Strong Second Half To Help Key Kentucky Past LSU 86-80

By TCP Columnist Mike Estep

BATON ROUGE, La. — Eric Manuel saw Kentucky’s game with
LSU in the semifinals of the SEC tournament as a way to atone
for his earlier performance against Ole Miss. In 16 minutes in the
Wildcats’ 82-64 win over the Rebels, the only positive mark next
to Manuel’s name was for his one steal. He was held scoreless, miss-
ing his only field goal attempt, and had no rebounds or assists.

So, the super freshman from Macon, Ga., who had saved Ken-
tucky’s hide on numerous occasions down the stretch run of the
regular season, went back to his hotel room Friday night and did
some thinking.

“I went back and thought about it, I thought a lot about last night’s
game because I played real bad,” Manuel said. “*So today, it was
a big game and I knew I had to come out and play well.”

He did.

After getting off to a relatively slow start once again in UK’s 86-80
win over the Tigers—he had seven points and five rebounds in the
first half—Manuel took charge in the second half. With Kentucky
coming out of the locker room on the short end of a 40-35 score
at the break, Manuel almost single-handedly put the 'Cats back in
the game. He hit two medium-range jumpers to pull UK to within
three at 42-39 with 19:16 to play, and then got back-to-back two-
hand dunks to cut the LSU advantage to 44-43.

Manuel Keys Kentucky Into Final Game. . .

The game see-sawed back and forth for much of the next 17
minutes, and then Manuel helped drive the nail in the Tiger coffin.

With the game tied at 77 with two and a half minutes remaining,
Eddie Sutton signaled for his troops to take the air out of the ball
and work the shot clock. Manuel took the ball from guard Ed
Davender at the top of the key, and with the shot clock winding
down under 10 seconds, fired in a three-pointer, only his second
in three attempts for the year, to give UK some breathing room
at 8077 at the 1:59 mark.

“After Ed had penetrated, he looked to me and there was like
seven seconds left (on the shot clock),” Manuel said. “I knew I
had to put up the shot. It felt good, it went through and I was hap-
py [ hit it. T didn’t even really know it was a three-pointer until
1 saw the ref put his arms up in the air.”

Following Manuel’s clutch three-pointer, Kentucky came down
and set up in a zone. LSU’s Bernard Woodside answered with three
of his own on a 21-footer from the right corner at the 1:23 mark.

Rob Lock hit a turnaround five-footer over Jose Vargas on UK’s
next possession, and then Manuel hit a pair of free throws with
:33 left to widen the lead to four at 84-80. Davender added a pair
of free throws with :11 left to account for the final score.

For the game, Manuel had a game-high 24 points on 10-of-15
shooting from the field, three-for-three from the line. He also had
seven rebounds, five assists and only one turnover in 36 minutes.

“Last night I was kinda in a slump,” Manuel said, “so I had to
come out tonight and establish myself. I got off to a great start in
the second half. It came down to where they were sagging off on
Rex (Chapman) and Ed, so I knew I had to put up the shot, and
the shots were falling for me.”

“He turned em around,” LSU coach Dale Brown said of Manuel.
“When Eric started to come on weeks ago, that made them the team
they are. He's probably been their key to success. I think they were
on the brink of maybe crumbling had Eric not come along.”

. . .But The Freshman Had Plenty Of Help

It wasn’t a one-man show, however. Against a variety of Tiger
zones, Kentucky stationed senior forward Winston Bennett on the
high post and Manuel and Chapman on the wings. Bennett was able
to penetrate the teeth of the zone for 23 points, hitting 10 of 17 field
goal attempts. Chapman threw in 20 points from the outside, in-
cluding five three pointers.

“Winston was really doing the job inside,” Chapman said, ‘‘so
we were definitely trying to look to him. And then Coach told Eric
at halftime that he needed to shoot the ball, and Eric really respond-
ed well.”

Kentucky’s explosion in the second half overshadowed a brilliant
display from LSU guard Darryl Joe. Joe, who finished with 23
points, had 18 at halftime, 10 of them coming in a row when LSU
went from a three-point deficit to a seven-point lead.

With LSU trailing 25-22 midway through the half, Joe hit back-
to-back 20 footers on consecutive trips down the floor to move the
Tigers out in front 28-25. He then converted a pair of UK turnovers
into layups, and at the 7:24 mark, LSU opened up a 32-25
advantage.

I wasn’t totally dominating the game,” a modest Joe said after-
wards. “They were double-teaming Jose down low and he was
feeding back and I was able to hit the shots.”

Neither team was able to gain much of an edge for the rest of
half, and LSU went into the locker room at intermission with a
40-35 lead.

Sutton'’s ‘Do-Better’ Talk Works Wonders Again

That’s when Sutton, who's been known to work an oratory miracle
or two—he likes to call them “do-better” talks—went to work.

“At halftime, I got after our players pretty good,” Sutton said.
“Qur guards were 5-18 in the first half, and we played very much
like we had played at times during the middle of the year. We did
not allow the offense to come to us. We didn’t attack the zone. We
didn’t get the ball inside nearly enough.”

So he let the team know that, in no uncertain terms, and it work-
ed to perfection.

“In the past, Coach might have gotten on us pretty hard and we'd
draw up in our shell,” Chapman said. “And we wanted to win this
game so bad, we knew that we were gonna have to go out and listen
to what he said, go out there and put it to use. We just want to
win, and we’re willing to do what ever it takes to win.”

UK-LSU Note & Quotes

LSU’s Dale Brown said in his postgame press conference that
he believes Kentucky what in takes to win the national title. . .on
one condition: That the Wildcats don’t meet the Tigers in the NCAA
tournament. “I think Kentucky can be the national champions,”
Brown said, “‘unless they play us in a tournament. We might have
a chance to knock ’em off if we do get a bid, which I'm hoping
we do.” . . .LSU did sneak by, of course, and did receive a bid
to the NCAAs. And Brown says that although his club played its
best against the 'Cats and came up short, don’t count them out.
“We played as well as we could today, but we haven’t peaked yet,”
Brown said with a hearty laugh, although he quickly added that
he wasn’t kidding. “I’m serious. I think they’re getting more con-
fidence. These last two games (against Vandy and UK) we’ve played
really great ball.”. . .If you can stand it, just one more word from
Brown, this time on Eddie Sutton’s club: “He’s not only got by
far the best talent in the league, and no one’s even close, his se-
cond team is as good as any team in the league. And that’s a com-
pliment to their recruiting and also a compliment to him.” . . .For
the second consecutive night, Kentucky shot better than 50 per-
cent from the field. The hot-shooting Cats converted 33 of 61 at-
tempts for 54.1 percent. . .In contrast to the Ole Miss game, when
Eddie Sutton was able to use 12 players, the UK coach was only
able to get seven players into action. Guards Rex Chapman and
Ed Davender each played the full 40 minutes, while Winston Ben-
nett and Eric Manuel played 38 and 36 minutes, respectively. .
.Kentucky didn’t exactly set the world on fire in three-point shooting
in the first half, hitting just three of 11 bonus babies for 27.3 per-
cent, but in the second half, when it counted, UK made all four
of its attempts. Manuel’s was perhaps the biggest, and Chapman
also made three from long range in the second half.
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UK-LSU Play-By-Play

Score. LSU
03 Joe, 21 ft
15 | Bennett 3 ft 23 .
ie hapman 23 ft 53
0 = 5.5 Vargas § ft hook
ock layup i 75
3 i 77 Joe 14 ft.
{ Manuel layup, FT 107
X 109 Vargas dunk
10 ft 129 -
. 1244t Blanton 16 ft
Chapman 14 it 1411 S
93] ' a3 <Sims tip in
13:45 | Davender 21 ft 173 ;
1254 | 1715 Vargas 8 ft.
12:38| Chapman 21 ft 12045
20496 loe FTA, FT
2018 Blanton 8 ft
2 Sims 10 7t
Elis tip in 12220
. Woodside 12 ft.
Chapman £T, FIA
Joe 20 ft.
20 ft. Joe
Joe layup

Joe layup

Vargas durk

joe 16 it
Blanton £1, FT

Irving FT, BT

19:52 | Manuel 14 ft

146
18:54
v
18:06| Manuel dunk
17:36

171 Bennett layup, FT
16:45

16:15 | Bennett 4 ft., FT
16:00

15:43 Chapman ¥ ft
14:48

Manuel 12 ft
Manuel dunk

| Bennett 8 #
{ Chapran 20 ft.
9 Bennett 6 ft, FT

Chapman 2] ft
Chapman 21 ft

Sims 14 ft.

Blanton layup

Vargas 6 ft.
Blanton layup
Blanton 14 ft

Joe layup
Vargas 6 ft.

Woodside 6 ft

Mouton FT, FT

Vargas 4 ft.

65-62| Sims B ft
65-65 joe 20 ft
Manuel 15 # 6765 '
Bennett 12 ft 69-65
69-67 Vargas layup
Davender 17 ft 7167 '
7169 Sims 16 ft.
7171 Blanton 18 ft
Davender 19 ft 737
773 Sirms 12 f
Manuel 16 ft. 7573 .
. ; 7575)
Davender 18 ft 77251
F ) 7777
1559 | Manuel 20 ft 8077
i 60-60 Waodside 20 ft.
56 | Lock 6 ft. 82:80
32 Manuel FT FT 8480
a1t Davender FT, FT 86-80
FINAL 86-80
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Once Upon A Time. .

.NCAA Snubbed Rupp

In ’51 Selection Committee Overlooked ’Cats

Now that the NCAA Tournament Selection Committee has completed the agonizing pro-
cess of selecting the 64 teams for the 1988 national championship, we harken back to 1951,
when the two-time defending national champion Kentucky Wildcats finished 25-4, including
a victory over No.l-ranked Bradley in the Sugar Bowl and a Southeastern Conference

Russell Rice

Cats’ Pause Columnist

tournament championship, and were not extended a bid to the NCAA tournament.

The Wildcats, NCAA champions in 1948 and 1949, had put on hold a bid to the 1951
National Invitational Tournament because they wanted to become the first team to win
three consecutive NCAA titles. At the time, the NCAA selected as tournament participants
a team from each of eight regions throughout the nation. Wildcat coach Adolph Rupp had
suggested a playoff system to decide a national champion, but Harold Olsen is credited
with the original idea of choosing a champion by establishing eight different regions, with
each region having a team in the tournament.

Howard Hobson, who coached the University of Oregon to the first NCAA champion-
ship by defeating Olsen’s Ohio State team, 46-33, in 1939, later said, “A committee selected
the teams, but everyone knew that each region would have a representative. You always
had a chance to play for that spot. You didn’t have to hope for an invitation. If you were
successful in your conference, you knew there would be at least a playoff for the spot.”

That observation is important as we delve into the circumstances that kept the 1951
Wildcats out of the NCAA. Kentucky at the time was a member of District 3, which in-
cluded teams in the Southeastern and Southern conferences. Members of the district’s NCAA
tournament selection committee at the time were chairman Gus Tebell of the University
of Virginia, Eddie Cameron of Duke and Rupp, who was replaced temporarily by Roy
Mundorff of Georgia Tech after Rupp resigned in order that the committee might consider
Kentucky

DURING THE FINAL WEEKEND OF THE SEASON, the Wildcats defeated Ten-
nessee, 95-58, for the SEC crown while North Carolina State defeated Duke, 67-47, for

the championship of the Southern Conference. The Wildcats were 25-4, the Wolfpack 24-5.

Then came an announcement from Chicago that the District 3 selection committee had
chosen N.C. State because Kentucky had declined to meet the Wolfpack in a playoff game
to decide the district representative.

Rupp replied that his team had received no invitation to meet State in a playoff and that
no one on the committee or from the NCAA had consulted him about a playoff. He pointed
out that Tebell was a guest of the Southern Conference Tournament, and that the commit-
tee chairman also should have looked at UK if he planned to cast a ballot. Mundorff was
solidly behind UK while Cameron remained loyal to the Southern Conference.

“What does a team have to do to receive a bid?” Rupp asked. “The sportswriters of
America picked us as the superior team of the district. It is regrettable that some members
of the committee apparently haven’t been reading the papers. We defeated Bradley, the
No. 1 team in the nation. We defeated Villanova on a neutral floor and Villanova defeated
North Carolina State on State’s home floor. We’ve lost one less game than State and we
have played a much superior schedule.”

“I would like very much to know on what basis the committee chose North Carolina
State;” he concluded, pointing out that the Wildcats should have merited more considera-
tion from the viewpoint they also were defending champions of the NCAA.

The Reaction: ‘I would like very much to know on what basis
the committee chose North Carolina State.’
—Kentucky coach Adolph Rupp

The Reply: ‘Let’s just that we learned that Kentucky wasn’t
interested in a playoff and as far as I was concerned, that
ended the matter. . .the best thing for me to do now is keep my
mouth shut.’

—Gus Tebell, chairman of selection committee

Tebell replied, “‘Let’s just say that we learned that Kentucky wasn'’t interested in a playoff
and as far as I was concerned, that ended the matter. . .the best thing for me to do now
is keep my mouth shut.” Meanwhile, N.C. State coach Everett Case had told the commit-
tee his team was “most willing”” to meet Kentucky in a playoff.

Although the die was cast, many Southern writers, who as a rule usually blasted Rupp,

[Continued On Page 22]

Yeah Boy, (I Mean Girl) The SEC Is Tough!

Auburn, Tennessee Co

uld Wind Up In Finals

Auburn and Tennessee, two Southeastern Conference teams, are atop the exciting and
attractive world of women’s basketball.

The Lady Tigers of coach Joe Ciampi and Lady Vols of coach Pat Head Summitt are
rated one-two in the NCAA top 25 by USA Today’s poll of coaches and women basketball

Scoop Hudgins

Cats' Pause Columnist

writers from Connecticut to California.

Two other SEC teams, Ole Miss and Georgia, are highly rated also. The Lady Rebels
of coach Van Chancellor are 11th and the Lady Bulldogs of Andy Landers are 16th. That’s
four SEC teams in the first 16.

The ACC has four beautifully skilled teams rated also, but hardly so high: Virginia (7th),
Maryland (10th), Wake Forest (22nd) and Clemson (23rd).

THE PAC-10 HAS THREE TEAMS RANKED: Southern Cal 12th, Washington 13th
and Stanford 14th. The Big Ten rates two teams: Iowa, No. 3, and Ohio State, No. 6. The
Atlantic 10 has Rutgers No. 10, then St. Joseph’s 25th and the PCAA has Long Beach
STate No. 8 and UNLV No. 20. The SWC places just one, powerful Texas, at No. 4.

Five comparatively new conferences rate one team each in the current Top 25. The CAC
(Colonial Athletic Conference) sends an appropriate member, James Madison at No. 15.
The MWAC (Mountain Western Athletic Conference) places Montana at No. 17 and the
HCAC (High Country Athletic Conference) offers New Mexico State as No. 18. From the
galaxy, I assume, comes the Gulf Star team, Stephen Austin, No. 19, and the North Star’s
DePaul for No. 24.

In women’s basketball conferences are being formed so swiftly that independents rate
only two teams at, at this writing, Louisiana Tech, No. 5, and New Orleans, No. 21.

TENNESSEE IS THE DEFENDING NATIONAL CHAMPION. The Volunteers did
not win the SEC tournament in 1987, but they ripped right through the NCAA.

They beat Long Beach State 74-64 in the semifinals, and then Louisiana Tech, which
had turned back Texas 79-74, in the final game 67-44.

For that Final Four session, played at the University of Texas, 25444 attended and millions
watched on national television.

Auburn won the 1987 SEC tournament, defeating Tennessee in the process. Then the
Vols beat the Tigers in the final eight of the NCAA, dropping them to No. 6 in the final
USA Today poll.

For 1988, Auburn beat Tennessee during the regular season schedule. Then Tennessee
returned the defeat in winning the SEC tourney. Which will prevail in the NCAA
tournament?

As the No. 1 and No. 2 teams in the NCAA. Auburn and Tennessee will be so seeded
in the tournament. They will be placed in different regions and, with luck. will meet in
the final game.

A double challenge for the SEC is on the horizon. If the Auburn and Tennessee lady
basketballers are truly one-two in the nation, they will play in the Tacoma Dome in
Washington on April 3 for the NCAA Championship.

This will be an historic SEC event for intercollegiate athletics. Don’t miss it!
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Double Play

Kentucky ‘Rebounds’ To Edge Georgia 62-57 In Finals To Give "Cats
Both The Regular-Season Championship And The SEC Tournament Title

By TCP Columnist Mike Estep

BATON ROUGE, La. — For the second time in as many days,
Kentucky came out and played considerably below its capablities
in the first half. On both occasions, UK coach Eddie Sutton felt
compelled to give his team one of his patented “do-better” talks.
And, as it had the day before in UK’s 86-80 win over LSU in the
semifinals, it spurred the weary Wildcats to a 62-57 victory over
Georgia.

Although Kentucky held several three-point leads in the first 20
minutes, the last coming at 23-20 on a 15-foot jumper from Rex
Chapman with 5:31 left, the Wildcats, also for the second con-
secutive day, trailed by five at halftime.

As the tournament’s seventh-seeded team, Georgia was playing
its fourth game of the event. As a result, Hugh Durham’s Bulldogs
wanted to slow down the pace of the game, and were able to do
just that. Behind 11 first-half points from Willie Anderson, who
after scoring 22 points in the Dogs’ first-round win over Mississippi
State had been limited to just two field goals in his next two games,
and a deliberate attack, Georgia lulled the ’Cats to sleep in route
to a 32-27 lead at the break.

“We came out that first half and were pretty flat, I think our
players thought we'd won the conference tourney yesterday, beating
LSU, because that was such an emotional game,” Sutton said in
his postgame press conference. “But the tempo of the game was
in Georgia’'s favor. Once they got the lead, they were milking the
clock, making us play defense. And we did not use good judge-
ment in that first 20 minute period, we shot the ball at times when
they weren’t good shots. And it just seemed to me we were flat.”

Continuing Saga Of ‘The Do-Better Talk’

So if you thought Sutton’s halftime speech against LSU was in-
spirational, you should have heard the beauty he dusted off for Sun-
day’s championship game. By all reports, it was not for the
faint-hearted.

“I gave ’em Chapter Two of what I said yesterday,” Sutton said
with a grin. “I guess I picked out individuals more than I did yester-
day, but T was still talking to the squad that we just had come to
play, and did not have ourselves what we call the ‘magic level.” And
often times, they have to be reminded that it’s not just the team and
the coaching staff that we're out there playing for, we’re playing
for a great many people. There are people that save their money
to come to this tournament, and that’s their vacation for the year.
There are thousands and thousands of people that follow Wildcat
basketball, and it’s almost like a life-and-death affair.

“That’s what I always tell our players: If we play hard and get
beat, if go out there and do everything possible and we lose,
then everyone accepts that. But to go out and play basketball like
we did in the first 20 minutes. . .I was not happy with that and
I don’t think they were happy with theirselves.”

ebound’ For Come-From-Behind Win

So Kentucky, whose 15 first-half rebounds equalled the Georgia
total but was being outboarded 7-4 on the offensive glass, pulled
itself up by the bootstraps and went out to ch: ings. In the
second half, the Wildcats more than doubled the Bulldogs’ reboun-
ding effort (19-8) and held an impressive 9-1 edge on the offensive
end. As a result, the Wildcats—after failing to get a single putback
basket in the first half—got 12 second-chance points in the final
20 minutes, what Georgia coach Hugh Durham called “the critical
difference.”

“The big difference in the second half was rebounding,” Durham
said. “The first half it was 15-all, but they outrebounded us 11 re-
bounds in the second half. And I would say that that was the critical
difference in the basketball game, that board play in the ond half”

So Kentucky rebounded, so to speak, from a deficit late in the
game for the second time in as many days to capture its third SEC
tournament championship in five years. But it was anything but easy.

Georgia took the aforementioned five-point lead at intermission,
and although Kentucky made several runs early in the second period,
the Wildcats couldn’t seem to get over the hump.

Chapman buried a pair of jumpers from the right corner—the
first a 17-footer, the second a 22-foot bomb for three—to inch Ken-
tucky in front 38-36 with 16 minutes remaining, but Georgia came
storming back. Anderson hit Toney Mack with a lob for vicious
alley-oop stuff to tie things at 38, and then Georgia went on a 10-4
run to take its biggest lead of the afternoon
stayed close for the next 10 minutes, but the combina-
tion of Patrick Hamilton from the outside and Anderson and Mack
inside kept the Dogs on top.

Until crunch time.
1ard Ed Davender hit back-to-back buckets at the six-minute

put the 'Cats on top / at 53, and then canned a

17-footer at the 4:19 mark to make it 56-55, UK.

At that point, both teams went dead cold from the field. The
Wildcats eventually heated up. Georgia did not.

After a three-minute drought by both clubs, Hamilton hit a pair
of free throws to move Georgia back in front 57-56. It would be
the last time the scoreboard operator would adjust the point total
for the Bulldogs. Kentucky ran a cleared out the left side of the
lane—Sutton likes to call it one of his “special scoring plays™—for
Winston Bennett, who dropped a six-foot turnaround to give Ken-
tucky the lead for good at 58-57, with 1:04 remaining.

SEC All-Tournament Team

Player Team
Rex:Chapmanfsiaiiiiinsiac e Kentucky
Winston Bennetts oo s s nlian Kentucky
Patrick Hamilton .Georgia
Vernon Maxwell... .Florida

Ricky Blanton...... .LSU

*Most Valuable Player

Mack missed a running eight-footer with :31 seconds to go.
Manuel cleared the rebound, and as Durham said, from that point
on it was Kentucky’s game to lose.

“From then it was their game to lose,” Durham said. ““They had
already won it, it was their game to lose. By that I mean they had
to go to the free throw line and miss because we were in position
where we had to foul em. They won it with a minute and however
long it was to go, and then they kept on playing really good and
hitting critical free throws.”

Chapman, who was named the tournament’s Most Valuable
Player, hit four straight free throws after Bennett’s bucket to ice
the win.

UK-Georgia Notes & Quotes

With the win, Kentucky becomes the third team in a row to win
both the regular-season title and the tournament championship in
the same season. The 'Cats won both two years ago and Alabama
pulled the trick last season. . .Kentucky has now won the tourna-
ment three times since the renewal of the event: 1984 in Nashville,
1986 in Lexington and this season. And senior forward Winston
Bennett has played on all three clubs. . .Like Dale Brown, Georgia
coach Hugh Durham agrees that Kentucky has a good chance to
be in Kansas City. “You gotta really think that Kentucky’s in posi-
tion that they can challenge for the national championship,” Durham
said. And, also like Brown, Durham says part of the reason is
because of Eric Manuel. “When Manuel is in the lineup, I think
that makes Kentucky a much, much better basketball team,” he said,
“and I think they get better in two positions. I think Bennett going

[Continued On Page 22]

TOTAL FG % 13 Hal

W (0
3o rG % aher 290 Y

FT%: 1o Had el Cuse,
Vo eNTUCRY Sildests o
{251 winsron SESSETT R F ! 410012
G 1o ql( 010
Titlnoy toox % C T3
{lsencuras G 9 i3 ‘51
Tish e oavevoes 4 G T54]0I0
AR e
361 Sean $uTT08 "0 01001
agl D0 ¥e]

U

193] jonnathon DAVIS

4! John PELPFREY b i
60

31 Cadric SIS (3
T TEAM REBOUNDS (mckided o Totai
[ vorms 2 216G
Tora o et L 03 e
S £G %t vt 2] 2na
1,008 (6%) 3na

Davender 8 ft., FT
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 Chapaan 8 ft.FT
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Hamilton 16 ft.

Anderson FT,
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Mack 4 ft.
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1416 Patton F1A, FT

1618 Anderson la

21200 Patton 16 it

Anderson 8 i,

Anderson 4 ft.

2732 Mack 21 ft.
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19:42 | Chapman 12 ft
19:18  Manuel layup
1857

1836 Lock tip in

17:44 | Chapman 16 ft.
116:06 Chapman 21 ft.
1531 )

1515 | Chapman FT, FT

14:56|

i 1 Lock tip in
13:40¢
316 |
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100 Bennett 8 t
10:41
150 | Chapman 12t
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{ Bennett tip in

Davender 12 ft.
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19 | Davender 16 ft
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Rex, Denny And Felton Are Celebrities But. . .

. . .Jason And Kelly Are Heroes To Me

little tournament time perspective.
Jason Hardesty was wearing his Kentucky Wildcat blue shirt and cap. From

A high up in the end zone at Rupp Arena, he waved and cheered as UK’s seniors
were introduced to the home fans for the last time March 2.

Bob Watkins

&> '
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Because Jason was so far away and my glasses are thick, I could not see it, but he
had a smile on and a warm feeling came over me as I watched him watching Rob Lock
and the others.

Saturday, Jan. 9 was the first time I heard about Jason. He is a 12-year-old kid who
lives in Owensboro and had gotten a special Christmas telephone call from his home-
town hero, Rex Chapman.

It was a nice thing for Kentucky’s hottest celebrity to do, of course, and Chapman
did not especially want anyone to know about it. But thankfully, good news sometimes
gets out. For Jason, a devoted University of Kentucky basketball fan, Chapman’s call
was the kind of thrill a little guy needs sometimes.

The next time I heard about Jason was Saturday, Feb. 27. He wanted to see
Kentucky play just one game this season. His Mom and Dad had managed to get
tickets for the Kentucky-Georgia game, Seniors Night, but there was concern about
whether or not Jason could attend since the seats were high up in Rupp Arena and it
would be awkward because Jason gets around these days in a wheelchair.

Jason has this growth in his head. A tumor is sapping his strength and control of his
limbs.

But, on Seniors Night, in the already crowded wheelchair section at Rupp Arena, a
place was made for Jason. And there he was, waving and cheering, having a wonderful
time as the Wildcats stormed past Georgia. They had won one for Jason Hardesty.

An effort was made to get the youngster into UK’s locker room after the game, but
it didn’t work out.

Still, Jason got to watch his favorite team play a game, see his heroes in person.
And for a few wonderful moments, his life had stars in it again.

PHILLIP KELLY HESLER. Last a telephone call came from a fellow in Elizabethtown
who told me about another special kid. Phillip Kelly Hesler is 11 years old and lives
in Brandenburg. He will be 12 on March 20.

Kelly is an avid University of Louisville basketball fan. The walls of his bedroom at
home, the rugs on the floor, the bed spread, all feature Fighting Cardinals red and
black. There are U of L mementoes and souvenirs everywhere.

Two years ago Kelly began having trouble with headaches and his vision. Doctors
examined him and discovered a tumor in his head.

But through the anguish and emotional drain on Kelly, his mom and dad Phillip and
Debbie, and sisters Kim and Katy, Kelly’s devotion to U of L basketball has not
waned. He listens to every game. Life goes on and, although he doesn’t see very well
anymore, he has been to Freedom Hall twice this season as a guest of the U of L
Cardinals.

Two weeks ago, while Kelly was still in Audubon Hospital in Louisville where he
was undergoing treatments for his illness, he received a surprise visit from three
fellows who probably rate at the center of his universe. Coach Denny Crum, along
with players Craig Hawley and Felton Spencer, stopped by to see Kelly and talk about
hoops with one of their best fans.

Kelly questioned Crum about a technical foul the coach had gotten during the Austin
Peay game, March 2. Crum explained that he could handle two bad calls, but a third
one was too much. They all laughed.

It was a nice thing Crum, Spencer and Hawley did. What a terrific birthday present
for Kelly Hesler, spending a few moments with some of his heroes who will be going
on this week to glamorous, exciting places at tournament time. Kelly, who doesn’t see
very well since an operation dimmed his sight, will be at home wearing his earphones,
listening to the Fighting Cardinals on radio.

Just when a basketball season comes to its apex of excitement, tournament time,
just when its importance has swelled up in our minds, along comes something that’s
really important.

Rex Chapman and Denny Crum, Felton Spencer and Craig Hawley look pretty good
in these scenarios. They did something very kind. But to me, the real heroes here are
Jason Hardesty and Kelly Hesler because they remind some of us that life is fragile
and short, and that the games are only commercials along the way, the SEC
Tournament, the Metro Tournament, the NCAAs. We're all looking forward to thrills
and excitement the games will bring us.

But when you and I sit down to watch the games this week I'm going to be thinking
about life’s real heroes — Jason Hardesty and his family; Kelly Hesler and his family.

Their view of life this week is different from yours and mine. It makes me stop for
a moment and reflect on the importance of tournament games. I will whisper a prayer
of thanks for Jason and Kelly, and be grateful that they came my way, helped me
refocus, and be thankful and humble.

‘Sunny’ Eddie and the Cats

Kentucky's coach was relaxed, almost serene (in March?) when discussing the
upcoming tournament trail last week, waxing poetic over his 6th ranked team’s 22-5
regular season, and with an eye on what he hopes lies ahead, Sutton said, ‘“We've

accomplished a great deal this season,”” he said. “‘But there are still hurdles to jump
and mountains to climb.”

UK at a peak?

‘“We’re playing better than we were a few weeks ago at both ends of the court and
I think we’re playing quality basketball right now,” Sutton said before the SEC
Tournament last week. ‘‘The one area that concerns me though is our rebounding. But
the one area I'm encouraged about is our field goal percentage lately. We're shooting
much better.

‘“Peak? I hope we’re going to get better,” he added. ‘“We are playing more
consistently, but we’re still striving to get better.”

Question Vanderbilt’s C.M. Newton was voted SEC coach of the year. How did the
UK coach vote?

Sutton: ‘I voted for (Auburn’s) Sonny Smith. With the injuries they had and the
losses and all, I just thought he did a great job. Despite all that his team beat all the
contenders. I also thought Richard Williams (Mississippi State) did a great job, but
usually coaches whose teams finish last don’t get much support for things like this.
Blgtvhow many last place teams have six wins in their conference? Richard did a great
job.” .

Comment I would have voted for Williams too.
Rick who?
A reporter from New Orleans had an interesting question for Sutton, one that

Who Is This Ricky Chapman Fellow, Huh?

seemed to come at the coach like a knuckleball.

‘‘How is Rick Chapman’s heath?’’ she wanted to know
- “'.\.h' (pause). You mean Rex Chapman,’’ the coach replied. ‘‘He’s fine now. He's
ine.
UK to Alaska Shootout

Kentucky has accepted a bid to play in the 1988 Great Alaska Shootout in November.
““You all should make plans to see the Wildcats and Polar Bears next Nov. 23-29,"
Eddie Sutton said. ““it’s a great tournament and a wonderful trip.”

Other teams in the Alaska Shootout will be announced later.

[Continued On Page 22]
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Double Play

Kentucky ‘Rebounds’ To Edge Georgia 62-57 In Finals To Give "Cats
Both The Regular-Season Championship And The SEC Tournament Title

By TCP Columnist Mike Estep

BATON ROUGE, La. — For the second time in as many days,
Kentucky came out and played considerably below its capablities
in the first half. On both occasions, UK coach Eddie Sutton felt
compelled to give his team one of his patented “do- better” talks.
And, as it had the day before in UK’s 86-80 win over LSU in the
semifinals, it spurred the weary Wildcats to a 62-57 victory over
Georgia.

Although Kentucky held several three-point leads in the first 20
minutes, the last coming at 23-20 on a 15-foot jumper from Rex
Chapman with 5:31 left, the Wildcats, also for the second con-
secutive day, trailed by five at halftime.

As the tournament’s seventh-seeded team, Georgia was playing
its fourth game of the event. As a result, Hugh Durham’s Bulldogs
wanted to slow down the pace of the game, and were able to do
just that. Behind 11 first-half points from Willie Anderson, who
after scoring 22 points in the Dogs’ first-round win over Mississippi
State had been limited to just two field goals in his next two games,
and a deliberate attack, Georgia lulled the 'Cats to sleep in route
to a 32-27 lead at the break.

“We came out that first half and were pretty flat, I think our
players thought we'd won the conference tourney yesterday beating
LSU, because that was such an emotional game,” Sutton said in
his postgame press conference. “But the tempo of the game was
in Georgia’s favor. Once they got the lead, they were milking the
clock, making us play defense. And we did not use good judge-
ment in that first 20 minute period, we shot the ball at times when
they weren’t good shots. And it just seemed to me we were flat.”

Continuing Saga Of ‘The Do-Better Talk’

So if you thought Sutton’s halftime speech against LSU was in-
spirational, you should have heard the beauty he dusted off for Sun-
day’s championship game. By all reports, it was not for the
faint-hearted.

“I gave ’em Chapter Two of what I said yesterday,” Sutton said
with a grin. “I guess I picked out individuals more than I did yester-
day, but I was still talking to the squad that we just had come to
play, and did not have ourselves what we call the ‘magic level.” And
often times, they have to be reminded that it’s not just the team and
the coaching staff that we're out there playing for, we're playing
for a great many people. There are people that save their money
to come to this tournament, and that’s their vacation for the year.
There are thousands and thousands of people that follow Wildcat
basketball, and it’s almost like a life-and-death affair.

“That’s what I always tell our players: If we play hard and get

at, 11 we go out there and do everything possible and we lose,
epts that. But to go out and play basketball like
we did in the first 20 minutes T was not happy with that and

I don’t think they were happy \\nh theirselves.”

1’ For Come-From-Behind Win

<y, whose 15 first-half rebounds equalled the Georgia
1l but was being outboarded 7-4 on the offensive glass, pulled
itself up by the bootstraps and went out to change things. In the
second half, the Wildcats more than doubled the Bulldogs’ reboun-
ding effort (19-8) and held an impressive 9-1 edge on the offensive
end. As a result, the Wildcats—after failing to get a single putback
basket in the first half—got 12 second-chance points in the final
20 minutes, what Georgia coach Hugh Durham called “the critical
difference.”

“The big difference in the second half was rebounding,” Durham
said. “The first half it was 15-all, but they outrebounded us 11 re-
bounds in the second half. And I would say that that was the critic:
difference in the basketball game, that board play in the second half’

So Kentucky rebounded, so to speak, from a deficit late in the
game for the second time in as many days to capture its third SEC
tournament championship in five But it was anything but e

Georgia took the aforementioned five-point lead at intermission,
and although Kentucky made several runs early in the second period,

the Wildcats couldn’t seem to get over the hump.

Chapman buried a pair of jumpers from the right corner—t
first a 17-footer, the second a 22-foot bomb for three—to inch Ken-
tucky in front 38-36 with 16 minutes remaining, but Georgia came
storming back. Anderson hit Toney Mack with a lob for vicious
alley-oop stuff to tie things at 38, and then Georgia went on a 10-4
1 of the afternoon

run to take its biggest le

tion of Patrick Hamilton from the outside and Anderson and Mack
inside kept the Dogs on top.
Ur

ck-to-back buckets at the
fly at 54-53.

ix-minute
and then canned a

17-footer at the 4:19 mark to make it 56-55, UK.

At that point, both teams went dead cold from the field. The
Wildcats eventually heated up. Georgia did not.

After a three-minute drought by both clubs, Hamilton hit a pair
of free throws to move Georgia back in front 57-56. It would be
the last time the scoreboard operator would adjust the point total
for the Bulldogs. Kentucky ran a cleared out the left side of the
lane—Sutton likes to call it one of his “special scoring plays™—for
Winston Bennett, who dropped a six-foot turnaround to give Ken-
tucky the lead for good at 58-57, with 1:04 remaining.

SEC All-Tournament Team

Player Team
Rex:Chapmanfici s it ne e, Kentucky
Winston Bennett. Kentucky
Patrick Hamilton . ..Georgia
Vernon Maxwell.. Florida

RickyaBlantolm === ool e LSU
*Most Valuable Player

Mack missed a running eight-footer with :31 seconds to go,
Manuel cleared the rebound, and as Durham said, from that point
on it was Kentucky’s game to lose.

“From then it was their game to lose,” Durham said. “They had
already won it, it was their game to lose. By that I mean they had
to go to the free throw line and miss because we were in position
where we had to foul 'em. They won it with a minute and however
long it was to go, and then they kept on playing really good and
hitting critical free throws.”

Chapman, who was named the tournament’s Most Valuable
Player, hit four straight free throws after Bennett’s bucket to ice
the win.

UK-Georgia Notes & Quotes

With the win, Kentucky becomes the third team in a row to win
both the regular-season title and the tournament championship in
the same season. The *Cats won both two years ago and Alabama
pulled the trick last season. . .Kentucky has now won the tourna-
ment three times since the renewal of the event: 1984 in Nashville,
1986 in Lexington and this season. And senior forward Winston
Bennett has played on all three clubs. . .Like Dale Brown, Georgia
coach Hugh Durham agrees that Kentucky has a good chance to
be in Kansas City. “You gotta really think that Kentucky’s in posi-
tion that they can challenge for the national championship,” Durham
said. And, also like Brown, Durham says part of the reason is
because of Eric Manuel. “When Manuel is in the lineup, I think
that makes Kentucky a much, much better basketball team,” he said,
“and I think they get better in two positions. I think Bennett going

[Continued On Page 22]
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Rex, Denny And Felton

Are Celebrities But. . .

. . .Jason And Kelly Are Heroes To Me

little tournament time perspective.
Jason Hardesty was wearing his Kentucky Wildcat blue shirt and cap. From

A high up in the end zone at Rupp Arena, he waved and cheered as UK’s seniors
were introduced to the home fans for the last time March 2.

Bob Watlrs

Cats’ Pause Columnist

Because Jason was so far away and my glasses are thick, I could not see it, but he
had a smile on and a warm feeling came over me as I watched him watching Rob Lock
and the others.

Saturday, Jan. 9 was the first time I heard about Jason. He is a 12-year-old kid who
lives in Owensboro and had gotten a special Christmas telephone call from his home-
town hero, Rex Chapman.

It was a nice thing for Kentucky’s hottest celebrity to do, of course, and Chapman
did not especially want anyone to know about it. But thankfully, good news sometimes
gets out. For Jason, a devoted University of Kentucky basketball fan, Chapman’s call
was the kind of thrill a little guy needs sometimes.

The next time I heard about Jason was Saturday, Feb. 27. He wanted to see
Kentucky play just one game this season. His Mom and Dad had managed to get
tickets for the Kentucky-Georgia game, Seniors Night, but there was concern about
whether or not Jason could attend since the seats were high up in Rupp Arena and it
would be awkward because Jason gets around these days in a wheelchair.

Jason has this growth in his head. A tumor is sapping his strength and control of his
limbs.

But, on Seniors Night, in the already crowded wheelchair section at Rupp Arena, a
place was made for Jason. And there he was, waving and cheering, having a wonderful
time as the Wildcats stormed past Georgia. They had won one for Jason Hardesty.

An effort was made to get the youngster into UK'’s locker room after the game, but
it didn’t work out.

Still, Jason got to watch his favorite team play a game, see his heroes in person.
And for a few wonderful moments, his life had stars in it again.

PHILLIP KELLY HESLER. Last a telephone call came from a fellow in Elizabethtown
who told me about another special kid. Phillip Kelly Hesler is 11 years old and lives
in Brandenburg. He will be 12 on March 20.

Kelly is an avid University of Louisville basketball fan. The walls of his bedroom at
home, the rugs on the floor, the bed spread, all feature Fighting Cardinals red and
black. There are U of L mementoes and souvenirs everywhere.

Two years ago Kelly began having trouble with headaches and his vision. Doctors
examined him and discovered a tumor in his head.

But through the anguish and emotional drain on Kelly, his mom and dad Phillip and
Debbie, and sisters Kim and Katy, Kelly’s devotion to U of L basketball has not
waned. He listens to every game. Life goes on and, although he doesn’t see very well
anymore, he has been to Freedom Hall twice this season as a guest of the U of L
Cardinals.

Two weeks ago, while Kelly was still in Audubon Hospital in Louisville where he
was undergoing treatments for his illness, he received a surprise visit from three
fellows who probably rate at the center of his universe. Coach Denny Crum, along
with players Craig Hawley and Felton Spencer, stopped by to see Kelly and talk about
hoops with one of their best fans.

Kelly questioned Crum about a technical foul the coach had gotten during the Austin
Peay game, March 2. Crum explained that he could handle two bad calls, but a third
one was too much. They all laughed.

It was a nice thing Crum, Spencer and Hawley did. What a terrific birthday present
for Kelly Hesler, spending a few moments with some of his heroes who will be going
on this week to glamorous, exciting places at tournament time. Kelly, who doesn’t see
very well since an operation dimmed his sight, will be at home wearing his earphones,
listening to the Fighting Cardinals on radio.

Just when a basketball season comes to its apex of excitement, tournament time,
just when its importance has swelled up in our minds, along comes something that’s
really important.

Rex Chapman and Denny Crum, Felton Spencer and Craig Hawley look pretty good
in these scenarios. They did something very kind. But to me, the real heroes here are
Jason Hardesty and Kelly Hesler because they remind some of us that life is fragile
and short, and that the games are only commercials along the way, the SEC
Tournament, the Metro Tournament, the NCAAs. We're all looking forward to thrills
and excitement the games will bring us.

But when you and I sit down to watch the games this week I'm going to be thinking
about life’s real heroes — Jason Hardesty and his family; Kelly Hesler and his family

Their view of life this week is different from yours and mine. It makes me stop for
a moment and reflect on the importance of tournament games. I will whisper a prayer
of thanks for Jason and Kelly, and be grateful that they came my way, helped me
refocus, and be thankful and humble.

‘Sunny’ Eddie and the Cats

Kentucky’s coach was relaxed, almost serene (in March?) when discussing the
upcoming tournament trail last week, waxing poetic over his 6th ranked team’s 22-5
regular season, and with an eye on what he hopes lies ahead, Sutton said, ‘‘We've

accomplished a great deal this season,”” he said. “‘But there are still hurdles to jump
and mountains to climb.”

UK at a peak?

“We’re playing better than we were a few weeks ago at both ends of the court and
I think we’re playing quality basketball right now,” Sutton said before the SEC
Tournament last week. ‘“The one area that concerns me though is our rebounding. But
the one area I'm encouraged about is our field goal percentage lately. We're shooting
much better.

‘‘Peak? I hope we’re going to get better,” he added. ‘“We are playing more
consistently, but we’re still striving to get better.”

Question Vanderbilt’s C.M. Newton was voted SEC coach of the year. How did the
UK coach vote?

Sutton: *‘I voted for (Auburn’s) Sonny Smith. With the injuries they had and the
losses and all, I just thought he did a great job. Despite all that his team beat all the
contenders. I also thought Richard Williams (Mississippi State) did a great job, but
usually coaches whose teams finish last don’t get much support for things like this.
B\ét,i}ow many last place teams have six wins in their conference? Richard did a great

Comment I would have voted for Williams too.
Rick who?
A reporter from New Orleans had an interesting question for Sutton, one that

Who Is This Ricky Chapman Fellow, Huh?

seemed to come at the coach like a knuckleball.

“How is Rick Chapman’s heath?’’ she wanted to know.
; Ah (pause). You mean Rex Chapman,” the coach replied. ‘‘He’s fine now. He's
ine.
UK to Alaska Shootout

Kentucky has accepted a bid to play in the 1988 Great Alaska Shootout in November.
““You all should make plans to see the Wildcats and Polar Bears next Nov. 23-29,”
Eddie Sutton said. ‘“‘it’s a great tournament and a wonderful trip.”

Other teams in the Alaska Shootout will be announced later.

[Continued On Page 22]
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Whatever It Takes, Manuel Will Be There

UK Assistant Compares Frosh To James Lee

Eric Manuel is feeling more comfortable every time he plays. Opponents,
though, are becoming more uncomfortable as the talented 6-6 freshman becomes a
vital part of Kentucky’s attack.

The 19-year-old Manuel has established himself as Kentucky’s star of the future.

Larry Vaught :

Cats’ Pause Columnist

He averaged 10.8 points per game the final eight regular season contests and has
been named to the Southeastern Conference All-Freshman Team.

“I always feel I can give the team a lift,”” said Manuel. “It doesn’t bother me at
all whether it is the start of the game or the end. I just go out and play the same
either way.

“I try to do different things to help the team. I think anything I do just makes us
a better team.”

Manuel can do plenty. He can play point guard and handle the ball against a full-
court press. He can move to the wing and bury 15-foot jump shots. He can use his
quickness and leaping ability to go inside to rebound and score.

The 6-6 freshman committed only 18 turnovers in 485 minutes of regular season
play. He shot 81.1 percent from the foul line and 52.4 percent from the floor.

None of that really surprised the UK coaches. “Eric has really grown up and
matured since he got here,” said UK assistant coach Dwane Casey. ‘““He’s going to
be an excellent player. He can do so many things on both ends of the floor. But he
still needs time to fully develop.”

Manuel, though, has already shown he can be a productive player. He came into
his own as UK’s sixth man but gained a starting role when freshman LeRon Ellis
faltered. It’s a spot he may never lose during the rest of his career.

Manuel’s performances off the bench reminded Casey of what reserve James
Lee did for UK’s 1978 NCAA championship team. But Manuel became too valuable
not to start.

“You just knew when James came into the game that he was going to lift our
level of play,” said Casey. ‘I got the same feeling about Eric. He was just the
perfect sixth man for this team because of his versatility. But he earned a starting
spot and has continued to give the team the same lift. He is taking us to a higher
level and now others are coming off the bench and playing well.”

Manuel was Georgia’s Player of the Year following a standout prep career at
Southwest High School in Macon, Ga. He averaged 18.4 points, 9.8 rebounds, 5.7
steals and 4.2 assists during his three-year career and shot 55 percent from the
field.

His school produced 17 former All-State players, including such standouts as
Norm Nixon, Jeff Malone and Terry Fair. Still, Manuel was reluctant to shoot or
show off his offensive skills when UK opened the season.

“I think Eric was a little sensitive about being a freshman and didn’t want to
take anything away from our seniors,” said UK Coach Eddie Sutton. “We have
finally convinced him that we need him to take that shot from the wing. He’s a
good shooter and we need him to hit that shot to take pressure off our other
players.”

“T know now that the coaches want me to shoot and I feel comfortable doing
that,” said Manuel, who is averaging 6.3 points and 2.8 rebounds per game. “It
took time to adjust to playing against bigger, quicker guys. I couldn’t just
penetrate and score. But now if I have the outside shot, I'll take it.

“In high school I played a lot under the basket. I didn’t always have to go out the
floor to score. It has been a big challenge here for me to adjust my game but I
think I have done that.”

He’s also learned to handle the daily radio, television and newspaper interviews
every Kentucky player must face. He was the center of attention after his perfor-
mance Sunday but enjoyed the attention.

“I enjoy dealing with the media now,” said Manuel. “I didn’t really like that
when I first got here. But as T have gota chance to play more and gain confidence,
it has made it easier for me to talk with the media. I'm just a more confident per-
son on and off the floor.”

Manuel, who admires NBA star Michael Jordan more than any other sports
figure, thinks Kentucky fans are just beginning to see what he can do on the court.

“The last few games the real Eric Manuel has been showing up,”’ said Manuel.
T don’t know everything I need to know to become a great player but I'm working
to learn. I want to become the best player I can.

“If T can keep improving, it will help our chances in the NCAA Tournament. I
think we can beat anybody we play because we have really improved lately.”

The credit for that goes to everyone but Manuel may deserve more thanks than

any other player. : :
“‘He just doesn’t play like a freshman,” said UK senior center Rob Lock. “He’s

doing things and taking shots I would not have dreamed of doing as a freshman.
He’s like Rex Chapman. He has ice water in his veins and he is making us a much
better team.”

* Kk K*

HOW ED Davender rated only third team AIl-SEC honors is a puzzle to me? The
UK senior has had an outstanding season but once again didn’t get the recognition
he deserved.

He started all 27 regular season games at point guard and averaged 15.8 points,
1.8 rebounds and 3.9 assists per game for the team that won the league champion-
ship. He scored in double figures 22 of 27 games and was among the SEC leaders in
free throw percentage (.856) and steals per game (1.74). He led Kentucky in seven
different statistical categories.

I just don’t let things like that bother me,” said Davender. ““If I get the publici-
ty, okay. If I don’t, that’s okay. It never bothers me. I’'m not going to stop playing
over a lack of publicity.”

Davender: Lack Of Publicity Won't Stop Me

* * %

REX CHAPMAN feels UK has a point to prove in this year’s NCAA Tournament.
No one took Kentucky’s loss to Ohio State in last year’s tourney harder than
Chapman.

“That was a terrible feeling to lose the first game,” said the UK sophomore.
“We definitely have a point to prove in this year’s tournament. Plus, we are a bet-
ter team. Last year we may have even doubted ourselves at times. That’s not true
this year.

“We haven’t really talked a lot about the NCAA but all year we have been §
shooting to get to Kansas City (for the Final Four). We will be disappointed with
anything less than that. We have the talent, experience and intelligence to go a
long way.”

Last year Chapman took a break from basketball when UK’s season ended. He
was physically and mentally exhausted after a year in the spotlight.

This season, though, Chapman is still eager to play and won’t put his sneakers
away when the Cats do finish playing. i
I feel a lot better this year,”” said Chapman, who has a chance to become the
first UK sophomore to score 1,000 points. ‘‘There are some things I need to do after
the season to improve my game. I'm not going to take a break. I am going to get

right to work trying to make myself a better player.”




Fage 72

The Cats’ _(Z(()[/_/A'(’

March 19, 1988

Reserve The Couch Because It’s Showtime

Several Cinderellas Received Invitations

Are your eyes in shape? Is your television?

The NCAA tournament is here.

Have you gone as far as to give your wife or girlfriend the credit cards. telling them
to relocate their lives at the nearest mall for the next two weeks or 507

Nick Nicholas

Cats’ Pause Columnist

The NCAA tournament is here.

Have you got that surefire call-in-sick plan worked out so you can watch NCAA mat-
chups this Thursday and Friday? Next Thursday and Friday?

Yes. the NCAA tournament is here and with just a flip of the switch and a tune of the
dial you'll be able to catch the action from all 12 sites. Like I noted before. I hope your
eyes are well-rested. No need for you to be. . .just your pupils.

Go ahead, cancel that short-lived New Year’s resolution of yours to get in shape. It's
time for a new (and perhaps more traditional) physical exercise. Reserve a spot on the
living room sofa because it's Couch Potato time, thanks to a certain invention.

CABLE TELEVISION! THIS UNIQUE glued-to-the-tube concept promotes the
NCAA like no one else.It’s even spotlighted some of the little guys like Fairleigh Dickin-
son. Drexel, North Carolina A&T and given them national exposure. No mirrors. no tricks
up the sleeve—for one evening these guys are prime time, baby.

Hey, remember, cable television is what turned an ex-NBA coach, a rather silly but
knowledgeable fellow, into one of the nation’s top basketball analyst, the one and only
(I'm pretty sure) Dick Vitale.

So much for the history lesson. Let’s turn our attention to basketball. NCAA style.

Through hundreds of ESPN and CBS cameras, the next two weeks basketball games
from Hartford, Conn.. to Los Angeles, from Lincoln, Neb., to Atlanta, Ga.. from Seat-
tle, Wash., to East Rutherford, N.J., as well as many in between will be shuffled into
our living rooms. And from noon to midnight, our televisions will relay to us basketball.
basketball and more basketball.

I don’t know whether to be elated or shocked. Hoop junkies love it, I know. But can
the average fan handle the pressure. . .the pressure and ability of not going crazy from
following many a bouncing ball? Fret no more. Here's my how-to-get-prepared-for-this-
boob-tube extravaganza.

Yes, the advice even is free!

Let’s map out a pre-NCAA stratagey? Coaches do it in their line of work. Why not us?

WITHOUT FURTHER ADO, HERE WE GO.

~First, can you tell the difference between a basketball and a basket case? The former
is something that bounces on the hardwood while the latter bounds about in Bloomington,
Ind. (Just kiddin)

Now that the bad joke of the day is out of the way, let’s get on to the business at hand.

Like we said in the beginning, send the wife or girlfriend (unless they’re hoop followers
like yourself) to the nearest mall. Even suggesting a couple of weeks out of town wouldn't
be a bad idea.

»~Have Emmitt—your local fix-it-kinda-guy—check out the television set to make sure
it can go overtime. You don’t want your lone source of entertainment to go on the blink
just before the Southern-Kentucky tipoff in Cincinnati, do you?

~Is your excuse now acceptable to present to your employer? If not here are a couple
of mine, eh oops, I mean some of my friends underhanded examples. Tell'em you've come
down with the 286-hour bug and will have to spend the rest of the next two weeks in the
sack. “Boss, I'll see ya the Monday before the Final Four.” Or, if your occupation lies
in Blue; s Country just tell your boss, ““The NCAA tournament is on the tube.” They
will understand and you’ll probably get time off with pay!

w~Have a phone book and telephone at your side. That is, when your tum-tum starts
growling in the second half of the day’s fourth contest you'll want the number of a pizza
joint. Especially, one which delivers. Heaven forbid you having to pick it up and taking
a chance of missing a game-winning bucket. Heaven forbid.

»Make sure your television is remote control equipped. This necessity is two-fold. First.
you won't be wasting ene to get off the couch to mercifully lower the volume when
Vitale’s ‘Hey babies’ jolt the nervous system. Second. and again saving energy is the general
theme, when CBS and ESPN telecast different games a remote control would be nice to
have to switch back and forth.

+Have plenty of salicylic acid (aspirin to you and me). Remember, too much television
and too many turnovers by the home team cause headaches as well as grief. Take two aspirins
and call the doctor when the regional finals are complete.

~Make a note to yourself to check in at the office from time to time, letting them know
you  care. Plus. you also can check to see which employee has what team in the office’s
traditional NCAA pool

e

Here’s a must. Have an NCAA bracket and pencil at your side at all times. When
watching so many hours of basketball. there’s a tendency to forget who's playing where,
who will the winner play and such. The more you watch the more confused you become.

And in the end if you still can tell the difference between a basket case and a baseball.
uh football. . yeah basketball. that's the ticket, then I guess you're a better person than [ am.

Anyhow, by following this check list my friends. you still should have control of your
sanity once Final Four week is upon us.

Follow the checklist and good luck. The rest is up to you.

EEEE

Along with the announcement of last Sunday’s NCAA pairings, a few interesting thoughts
popped across this columnist’s computer. Here goes: Well, Eddie Sutton got his wish—
UK is Cincy-bound. I was surprised the selection committe moved Xavier, led by
Byron Larkin, out of the Southeast. Xavier-UK would have provided an interesting mat-
chup at Riverfront. Besides the closeness of the two schools, the Musketeers are one of
the country’s most underrated and exciting teams. There’s a slim, slim chance the two could

Chris Morris And Auburn Could Be Wearing Magical Slipper

meet anyway. If so, I wonder can the 'Cats keep up with X’s speed? . .Look for Kansas
to have its hands full with the 26-3 Xavier club. . .Perhaps the two best games of the first
round feature SEC teams. Auburn will square off against Hersey Hawkins and Bradley.
The Tigers, with Chris Morris and Jeff Moore, presumingly would have a big, big
homecourt advantage by playing in the Omni. In the East, Dale Brown’s LSU Tigers will
tangle with Big East representative Georgetown. The Tiger-Hoya's matchup will be played
in Hartford, Conn. On paper both of these games are tossups. Just flip a coin. . .Five
SEC teams earned NCAA bids—Kentucky, LSU, Auburn, Vanderbilt and Florida. .
.I wonder if Georgia would have taken LSU’s spot opposite the Hoyas if the Bulldogs
had defeated Kentucky in the SEC championship contest. The probably would have because
I can’t imagine six SEC clubs in this season’s tournament. . .Oh, speaking of LSU, did
you notice that Dale’s good friend Bobby Knight also will be in Hartford. I wonder if
they. will have dinner together? I sort of doubt it. Don’t you?. . .Don’t look now Eddie
Sutton. but if Kentucky wins its first two games and Arkansas does the same, you could
be reunited with your former club. Memmmmories. . .The selection committee deserves
a round of applause for not letting North Carolina play in the Dean Dome or Notre Dame
in South Bend. By not allowing a club to have a ‘true’ homecourt advantage, the selection
committec made things fair for all 64 clubs. What's good for the goose is good for the
gander. . .It's ironic that Southern Methodist and Notre Dame will face each other on
St. Patrick’s Day. . .The Cinderella of the tournament? Well, a lot of people say North
Carolina State fits, ahem., into that category. I tend to agree. Don't overlook Loyola Mary-
mount. I haven't seen them play, but a couple of basketball ‘experts’ say that squad can
be lethal to opponents’ NCAA aspirations. Other clubs who you should keep tabs on arc:

Illinois. Seton Hall. Auburn, Rhode Island, Xavier and Louisville.
5 So—

.
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March, 19, 1988
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FIRST ROUND
March 1718

SECOND ROUND
March 19-20

REGIONALS
March 24-27

(1) Purdue

South Bend, Mar. 17, 12:07
h Dickinson 23-6

South Bend, Saturday Mar. 19

23-10

(8) Baylor

South Bend, Mar. 17, 2:37
(9) Memphis State 19-11
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FINAL FOUR
April 2 & 4

(5) DePaul 217

South Bend, Mar. 17, 9:37
{12) Wichita State 20-9

4) Kansas State 22-8 South Bend, SaturdayMar. 19} ——  _______J

South Bend, Mar. 17, 7:07
(13) La Salle 24-9

s Pontiac, Mich., March 25 & 27
(6) Kansas 21-11
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Lincoln, Sunday March 20
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Kemper Arena—Kansas City, Mo.
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April 4
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FINAL FOUR
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March 24-27
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March 19-20

FIRST ROUND
March 1718

(1) Arizona 31-2
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Seattle, Wash., March 25 & 27

per Arena—Kansas City
April 2

Los Angeles, Sunday Mar. 20

Salt Lake City, Sat. Mar. 19

Salt Lake City, Sat. Mar. 19

sait Lake City, Mar. 17,
(10) Loyola, Calif.
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(2) North Carolina 24-6
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(15) North Te

Atlanta, Saturday March 19
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Birmingham, Ala., March 24 & 26




For The Wildcat Fan
Who Never Gets

O YES, I want to start my subscription to Oscar Combs’ Big Blue Basketball. | have enclos-
ed $20 per order for 10 full-color magazines.

Something

Amt. enclosed for subscriptions
*Qverseas residents add $5.00.
New! PLEASE PRINT

*Kentucky residents add $1.060 for state sales tax

Introducing Oscar Combs’ Big Blue | Name
Baskgtball. an exciting new monthly | gy 0oy
magazine devoted cntirely to covering iy :
University of Kentucky basketball. City. i Oscar Combs’ Big Blue Basketball

|

i

|

i

|

|

Make check payable to: =
i

If you like to follow the Big Blue on the S P.O. Box 21809 =
|

|

i

|

|

|

|

]

i court, you won't want to miss any of our Lexington, Ky. 40522
10 full-color issues which are published
monthly except for combined issues for
May-June and July-August GIFT FROM GIFT TO

B Bec the first in your neighborhood to Name

B subscribe to this unique monthly

f§ magazine that gives you an unparalleled Street Street

J ook at University of Kentucky basketball. | it : : :

§ Go Big Blue! ety State____ Zip City State ____ Zip

Name
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(thru 30 games)

Pet FY. FIA . her

Reb  Avg

WILDCAT BASKETBALL STATISTICS

YE b Ast Bik

L EG 10 sStl Prs  Avy
CHAUNAN, REX !
29 28 991 3L .7 201 411 48.9 56 140 40.0 75 91 B2 4 85 2.9 56 - 106 78 15 48 533 1B.4
BENN [, WINSTON
30 30 1006 33.5 177 357 496 1 2 500000 kb 7)1 30 7.7 B8h 3 49 48 4 39 459 1573
DAVENDER, ED
30 30 1029 34.3 154 334 46.1 20 66 30.3 130 151 86.1 57 1 b2 L 177 69 2 50 458 15.3
LOCK, ROB
30 30 794 26,5 1L 198 5 Z - ~ 106 139 76.31 203 6.8 Vi0y 5 79 60 306 26 328 10.9
MANUEL, ERLIC /
25 7. 50 A3 79 151 573 2 3 66.7 33 40 B2.51 Bl 2.8 28~ 58 20 2 31 193 5.7
ELLIS, LeRON . ,
25 331 3.2 45 96 46.9 - - oy 38 52.6 69 2.8 a9 1 17 18 14 12 110 4.4
JENKINS, CEDRIC
29 12 479 16.5 34 78 43.6 - ~ ~ 34 43 79.1] 108 37 57 L 7] 25 20 -1 102 3.5
MADLSON, RICHARD ’
27 5 432 16.0 35 82 42.7 = 1 = 1B 29 552 91 3.4 21 = 19 23 1 6 86 3.7
SCOTT, MLKE
14 = 72 551 1L 23 471.8 -~ - = 3 4 15.0 26 19 3 - 3 7 5 5 25 1.8
HANSON, REGGE
15 7 82 5.5 8217 353 — - - 9 10 50.0 i8 1.7 1 - i 5 1 2 21 1.4
MILLER, DERRICK
= 84 53 8 38 211 3 24 115 2 3 66.7 i1 7 5 - 3 8 = 21 125
SUTTON, SEAN
22 = 153 7.0 5 14t 3577 i 1 & 19 3y Sh.3 9 -4 2.~ 386 10 1 5 29 3
TEAM
30 - - - - - - - - - 67 22 - - 3 - - - -
WILDCATS
30 = 6025 200 866 1799 48.1 82 237 34.6 551 727 75.811057 35.2 {4B6 11 459 374 96
= 6025 200. 792 1754 45.2 118 334 35.3 322 458 70.31 968 32.3 {617 22 414 500 65 186 2024 67.5
,”"‘“" Opp Opponent Margin Top Scorer Top Rebounder Attendance
-0 86 59 27 18 LOCK, ROR 23,049 (H)
2-0 101 77 24 22 CH
3- 0 82 76 6 2
4- 0 76 7 1
5~ 85 71 t4 8
6- 0 84 81 3 2
7- 0 100 58 Alaska 42 24
8- 0 81 74 7 24
90 84 77 726 13,666 (A)
0= 0 93 32 41 17 23,047 ()
10- 1 52 53 r =t 20 23,379 (H)
il 63 35 Alaba 817 B 12,391 (&)
12 | 83 65 Tennessee 18 23 23,819 (1)
12- 2 56. 58 Florida =2 20 23,433 (1)
13=20 76 61 154 15 21 13,853 (A)
13- 3 66 83 Vanderbilt =17 IR 15,646 (A)
14- 3 78 69 Notre Dame g 23 r 19,502 (H-L'ville)
15=13 94 65 Ole Miss 29 16 23,133 (H)
6= 3 83 59 Mississippi State 24 21 6,863 (A)
{7 69 62 Auburn V25 12,599 (&)
18203 82 68 Alabama 16 25 23,288 (H)
18- 4 70 72 Tennessee 2L RY 4 24,378 (A)
18- S 76 83 Florida =7 24 2 11,921 (A)
5 95 69 lLouisiana State 26 24 7 23,164 (1)
5 62 58  Syracuse B 15 1 5 24,025 (H)
5 80 2 Georgla 8 206 S B T, W 23,269 (H)
5 78 71 Ole Miss TR 6 BENNETT, W. 8,386
S5 2 64  Ole Miss 18 19 N 7 BENNETT, W. 14,052
5 86 80 Louisiana State 6 24 MANUEL, ERIC 7 MANUEL, ERI 14,219 (SEC)
5 62 57 Georgia S 23 CHAPMAN, REX 7 LOCK, ROB 14,057 (SEC)
/3
i
f
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L N \N§

Leading Scorer:
Rex Chapman—18.4

Leading Rebounder:
Winston Bennett—7.7

Assist Leader:
Ed Davender—122

*Best FG Percentage: °Best FT Percentage:

Rob Lock—56.1

of 2

wm

attempts per g

Ed Davender—86.1
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KENTUCKY

Previous Games
March 1: Baseball—UK def. Louisville 15-5

March 2: Basketball—UK def. Georgia 70-62

March 3: Women's Basketball—UK def. Vandy 75-67
March 4: Women's Basketball—Tennessee def. UK 100-66
March 5: Basketball—UK def. Ole Miss 78-71

March 5: Baseball—Florida def. UK 3-1

March 6: Baseball—UK def. Fla 7-1, 11-10

March 9: Baseball—UK def. Middle Tennessee 5-1

March 11: Basketball—UK def. Ole Miss 82-64

- Baseball: Basketball: Women's Women's Basketball: March 12: Basketball-UK def. LSU 86-80
Louisvlle (A) o (E) Boskstball Botiatball Miss. (A)8:30p.m.
p.m. pm. lourney 3 lourney ‘Women's .
(SECTV) Basketball: March 13: Basketball—UK def. Georgia 62-57
: SEC Tourney
1 2 3 4|rmebar: 5
Florida (H) DH March 13: Baseball—Oral Roberts def. UK 7-5
Baseball: Baseball:
Florida (H) Middle Tenn. (A) |SEC Tourney SEC Tourney SEC Tourney S e
Bt 3% o TBA TBA TRA March 14: Baseball—Oklahoma St. def. UK
Basketball: (SECTV) (SECTV) (SECTV)
SEC Tourney
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Basketball: Baseball: Baseball: High School High School High School High School
SEC Tourney Final | Oklahoma St. (A)|Oklahoma St. (A) Basl
2:00 pm. 400 pm. 400 p.m. Boys' State Tourney | Boys' State Tourney | Boys' State Tourney] Boys' State Tourney
(RBCTV) 1 pm, 230 pm, |1 pm, 2:30 pm. | 1 pm., 230 p.m. :30.a

A0 ZMMN

p.
730 i 7.30 pm. 730 8 pm.
13 14 15 PR 16 foIo 17 T 18 Dbl 19
Baseball: Baseball: Baseball: Baseball: Baseball:
LSU (A) Morehead (A) Marshall (A) Youngstown St. (H)| Alabama (H) DH
2 pm. 3pm 3 4pm Ipm,
21 22 23 24 25 26

Basebal Baseball:

Eddie Sutton Keith Madison

EINTTUGIEY
WIILDGAIS

A

Hey, Who's The New Wildcat?




March, 19, 1988

The Guats’ Sause

Zage 19

UK Through With SEC Wars; Eyes NCAAs

Kentucky’s Schedule 53rd, U of L's No.1?

THE SECOND SEASON is upon us.

The Southeastern Conference Tournament will be history by the time this
column hits the street with the road to the Final Four getting underway Thurs-
day in Atlanta, Ga., and Cincinnati, Ohio (Southeast); Chapel Hill, N.C., and

Dan Brandenburg

Cats’ Pause Columnist

Hartford, Conn. (East); Salt Lake City, Utah, and Los Angeles, Calif. (West);
and Lincoln, Neb., and Notre Dame, Ind. (Midwest).

Coach Eddie Sutton and his Kentucky Wildcats were favored going into the
SEC tourney, but the odds were against them as the Cats had won only twice
since the tourney was revived in 1979 after a 26-year absence. UK had, howev-
er, made it to the finals three other times to pull away with runnerup honors.

Some have said that the Cats haven’t put together the consistency needed to
win the NCAA, or even the SEC, tournament. I would be hard-pressed to argue
with the NCAA theory, but I disagree when it comes down to the SEC.

SURE, THE WILDCATS have had their ups and downs this year, but
hasn’t every other SEC squad? In an 18-game schedule, all ten SEC schools
vﬁvon atleast six games (the first time that has ever happened) and lost at least

ve.

If it wasn’t for Dick Vitale, I'd call that parity.

Regardless of Kentucky’s success, or lack there of, in the SEC tourney, the
Wildcats are alock for the NCAA field. But then, with 64 teams, thatisn’t a fan-
tastic accomplishment.

Because of their No. 6 national ranking and 22-5 record (going into the con-
ference tournament), my guess is a No. 2 seed for UK in the Southeast Region-
al. My second guess is that Kentucky will get to open their tourney in the same
place they just left — Atlanta (last year).

Cincinnati is the other choice, but that may be wishing for too much.

* * *

BARRING ANY MAJOR surprises in the various conference tournaments,
Ohio State’s upset win over No. 2 Purdue may have been the worst thing to hap-
pen to Kentucky all season.

According to my advanced calculations (read that as “best guess”), the
Boilermakers may have just earned themselves the No. 1 seed in the
Southeast.

I had them pegged as the top seed in the Midwest, but the loss to the Buck-
eyes will probably leave the Sooners of Oklahoma holding that position.

And since I don’t expect the NCAA selection committee to put Oklahoma and
Purdue in the same region, my guess is that Purdue will travel Southeast.

Unfortunately for Kentucky, that means UK would probably have to beat
the Boilermakers to get into the Final Four, a task I wouldn’t wish on just any-
one. Well, maybe Oklahoma.

THE NO. 2 SEED in the Midwest will probably go to either No. 8 Duke or
No. 9 North Carolina, depending on the ACC tourney. If they fare about even in
the tourney, look for Duke to get the edge.

Top-ranked Temple and No. 3 Arzona should be locks for the top seedsin the
East and West, respectively. I also look for Pitt to fill the No. 2 spotin the East
and UNLV to get the second nod in the West.

According to last week’s Associated Press Top 20 poll, that would match the
Nos. 1 and 5 teams, Nos. 2 and 6, Nos. 3 and 7 and Nos. 4 and 8 in the four
regions.

Brt things could, and probably will, change drastically with the conference
tourn.ments. And with any luck, that would give Kentucky a better opponent
than Purdue in whatever region the Cats end up in.

Three teams I wouldn’t want to play if I were in Eddie Sutton’s shoes: Pitts-
burgh, Purdue and Arizona.

* * *

JUST IN CASE anyone missed it along the way:

The Midwest Regional will be played March 25 and 27 in Pontiac, Mich.; the
East Regional is slated for March 24 and 26 in East Rutherford, N.J.; the West
will play March 25 and 27 in Seattle; and the Southeast plays March 24 and 26
and goes on to Birmingham, Ala.

The Midwest and East champs play in one semifinal and the West and
Southeast in the other. Final Four dates are April 2 and 4 in Kansas City, Mo.

The championship game s slated tobegin at 9 p.m. EST and will be televised

by CBS.

MINI-TRIVIA

The easy part: What was Eddie Sutton’s career record at Kentucky going
into the SEC tournament? 72-20 (.783).

The hard part: How many of the losses have been to non-SEC schools? 4
(none this season and two each in 85-86 and 86-87).

The hardest part: Name the four schools. Kansas, North Carolina State,
Indiana and Ohio State.

OTHER STUFF

—According to the NCAA News, Kentucky had the 53rd toughest schedule
in the country through games of Feb. 14. That figure is derived by comparing
the success of a team’s opponents against other Division I opponents.

This ranking compared only the teams each school had played through Feb.
14 and did not include games remaining on the schedule. For Kentucky, those
remaining games included Florida and Syracuse.

The toughest schedule? Believe it or not — Louisville. Auburn was 7th, LSU
13th, Mississippi 15th, Florida 19th, Georgia 21st, Alabama 29th, Vanderbilt
43rd and Tennessee 65th. Mississippi State was the only SEC school not listed
among the top 150.

—SINCE THE NCAA adopted the Final Four format for i¢s basketball tour-
nament in 1952, Kentucky and North Carolina have reached the coveted pla-
teau nine times each. UCLA is tops with 14. :

Hey Eddiie, Look Out For Purdue, Pitt, Arizona

But what team hasjust missed the Final Four the most times, losingin one of
the regional championship games? The answer: Kentucky (12 times).

—The national stats show Kentucky, either individually or as a team, listed
in only one category: free throw percentage. As a team, the Cats are hitting 75.6
percent, good for seventh in the country.

* * *

ON THE SAME day this column is slated to hit the street, the Associated
Press will announce its boys’ All-State team. My guesses: Richie Farmer, Clay
County; Keith Adkins, Paintsville; Allen Houston, Louisville Ballard; Travis
Ford, Madisonville; and James Brewer, Bardstown.

Next Tuesday, the girls’ team will be announced. My prediction: Jennifer
Berryman, Clark County; Stephanie Gossum, Marshall County; Joretta Car-
ney, Laurel County; Lisa Harrison, Louisville Southern; and Kristie Jordan,
Louisville Ballard.

The winners of Mr. and Miss Basketball will be announced April 16 in Lex-
ington during the Kentucky Associated Press Sports Editors Association’s
spring meeting. On the boys’ side, Farmer should be a runaway winner; for the

girls, I favor Berryman, but my better instincts says Carney will win a close |

race over Gossum.
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SI's Article On Richardson—A Touch Of Class

Deford’s Story Will Make You Rejoice, Weep

Sportswriters, like coaches and players, come in assorted talents.

The Larry Bird, John Elway or Roger Clemens of sportswriting is, undoubtedly, Frank
Deford.

Deford has an article in the March 7 Sports Hlustrated which is the finest magazine piece

Stan Torgerson

Cats’ Pause Columnist

we have read in years.

Called “Got to Do Some Coachin, ** Deford has written the life story of Arkansas basket-
ball coach Nolan Richardson, Jr.

It is not to be missed!

Richardson is the first black head coach in the Southwest Conference. Richardson has
always been the first black to do whatever he has done from his high school days on.
Deford tells the story of Richardson’s life, its trials, its tribulations, its great sorrows
and occasional triumphs in a manner that sets new standards for the profession of journalism.

You’ll rejoice. You’ll weep. And when you have finished reading the piece, you’ll know
Nolan Richardson.

We've never met coach Richardson, but until we read the story we thought we knew him.

A few weeks ago Bob Weltlich, former Ole Miss coach now head man at the University
of Texas, invited my wife and myself down to see the Longhorns’ game with the Razorbacks.

We're pretty close to Weltlich. In fact, my wife and I are Godparents to his daughter.

We flew down to Austin and that Saturday went to the game.

IN LESS THAN TWO MINUTES OF PLAY THE OFFICIALS stuck an Arkansas
kid with an intentional foul.

Richardson went berserk. He ripped off his sport coat, threw it on the floor and stomped
it. The zebras stuck him with a ‘T".

At halftime the Hogs trailed by seven, and when the second half began a Texas kid went
to the line and shot two free throws.

“Oh, oh,” I told my wife, “‘Richardson said something between the halves and got stuck
with another ‘T

He had, indeed.

“That man’s got the R.A.,” I told her.

Late in the game Nolan raised hell one more time and the officials handed him his third
technical and a ticket out of the gym.

He departed slowly and with dignity. He walked to the Texas bench, shook hands with
Weltlich, patted a couple of Texas players on the shoulder and walked out.

His team went on to lose by nine, a loss considered to be a major upset.

I was not very sympathetic. Not only had Texas made five of the six technical foul free
throws, but the Longhorns had scored twice off the possessions they were awarded follow-
ing the ‘Ts".

When a team loses by nine and the coach draws three technicals, which, in effect, give
the opponent nine points, it’s hard to feel much compassion.

THAT WAS UNTIL I READ DEFORD’S ARTICLE.

Those technicals were just a blip on the screen showing Richardson’s life story.

His childhood of poverty, his struggles for acceptance in a white world that was not
prepared to give him either playing or coaching opportunity and, most of all, the dramatic
personal tragedy of watching his teenage daughter slowly die of Leukemia, has obviously
created the man Nolan Richardson is today.

Deford has written this story in the form of a play. His approach is novel, creative and
brilliant.

A few years ago, Deford told of Bull “Cyclone” Sullivan, the fabled football coach at
East Mississippi Junior College. Also published in Sports Illustrated, that article is now
ded as a classic.

The story of Nolan Richardson is, at the very least, its equal.

Frank Deford was named, in January, by the National Sportscasters and Sportswriters
Association as National Sportswriter of the Year for the fourth consecutive time.

It could eventually be 10 times. There’s nobody any better. He is the undisputed cham-
pion of today’s press. In the Super Bowl of sportswriters, Frank Deford is unbeatable.

Not For Broadcast

The shocking death of Don Redden, LSU’s star of only two years ago must give us
all pause. For him to die of an apparent heart attack at the age of 24 is almost inconceivable
to those of us who watched him play. Big, strong, vital Don Redden, gone at his life’s
beginning! What a shooter he was from the outside. What strength he had. Looking back
at the SEC tournament box scores, Redden’s playing time looked like this: in the three
tournaments in which he participated—40 minutes, 31 minutes, 15 minutes and 30 minutes
Hardly the record of someone with heart trouble. But then, who really knows?. . When
Alabama, Ole Miss and M ppi State all tied for last place this year, their identical
conference records of six and 12 were the best ever posted by last place teams. Never before

had an SEC school won six conference games and still finished in last place. . .There
are a lot of people, ourselves included, who believe Birmingham is the best place to hold
the tournament. There are two reasons. One is geographical. It’s in the middle of the league.
The other is neutral floor. No school has a true advantage in Birmingham. When you
hold the event in one of the league’s corners—Baton Rouge or Lexington or next year in
Knoxville—you create horrendous travel problems for fans of teams at the other end of
the league. For example, it’s more than 600 miles from Knoxville to Baton Rouge. Knox-
ville to Birmingham is only 250 miles. It’s also more than 600 miles from Gainesville
to this year’s host city. To Birmingham from the University of Florida is about 450 miles.
As for the advantage of playing on your home floor, that goes without saying. We believe
there will be a strong move to put the 1990 event in Birmingham and leave it there. Schools
with small gyms such as Ole Miss and Mississippi State will never have the home floor
advantage and that’s got to be a factor. . .ABC’s college basketball ratings were up this
year. CBS and NBC saw their ratings go down. As for the oft discussed subject of college
basketball overkill, try this. In a nine-day stretch as the tournaments began, ESPN televis-
ed 30 tournament games in 21 conferences. They also cut into as many as 70 other games.
On Saturday the network has scheduled nine games from 11:30 a.m. to I a.m. EST, in-
cluding the second halves of five of them. Overkill? You bet your sweet ankle wrap. .
.Jim Lampley, who started out as ABC’s youthful sideline football reporters not too many
years ago, has just signed to do boxing and tennis on HBO in addition to his work for
CBS. The HBO contract shoves his earnings more than one million per year. . . Kentucky’s

A 4

Don Redden (44)—Tragedy Again Strikes Lousiana State
all-time record basketball crowd was 24,203 for the Indiana-UK game Dec. 7, 1986. We
find that figure interesting in view of the fact that the SEC press guide shows Rupp Arena’s
capacity as only 23,000. . .I'm glad Kentucky announcer Cawood Ledford received an
engraved clock from the University of Kentucky on the occasion of his 1,000th game. I
once showed him the SEC tournament championship ring I received along with the players
when Ole Miss won it in 1981. Said Ledford, “I've been with the 'Cats through conference
and national championships and have never been included on the list for a ring.” Well,
Cawood, you can’t wear a clock on your finger. but it’s better than nothing at all. I always
wanted to be an honorary member of the “M” Club but never made that, either. It be’s
that way sometimes. . .There are some undergraduate loaded teams this year. Late in the
season, Tennessee was not starting a single senior and Georgia was starting only one,
Willie Anderson. . .The Heisman Trophy hype has started at LSU for quarterback Tom
Hodson. Their press releases already refer to him as “Heisman Trophy candidate Tom
Hodson.” We shall see. . .

The Last Word: USA Today’s headline over their story that legendary Notre Dame football
coach Knute Rockne will be honored with a commemorative stamp marking the 100th
anniversary of his birth: “Rockne to finally get licked.”

Groan.
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We feel that news about the sports programs
at the University of Kentucky should be required
reading for all of the state’s high school students.
So, the staff of The Cats’ Pause is starting a pro-
gram we call “Big Blue Penetration.”
Below, we have listed all the high schools in
the state of Kentucky, and it is our aim to give
every high school student in the commonwealth
the opportunity to read The Cats’ Pause by mak-
ing the paper available to every high school
library in the state. In order to accomplish this,
it will be up to our subscribers to carry out “Big ] YES, I want to send a gift subscription to one or more of Kentucky’s high schools. |
Blue Penetration” during the coming months. have enclosed $25 for each subscription of 35 issues per year.
If you would like to see The Cats’ Pause in one
or more high schools in your area, fill out the GIFT TO: GIFT FROM:
subscription blank provided to the right and D Nameofhighschool __ Name _
return it with the appropriate payment. We will 2) Nameofhighschool_—= &7~~~ Address. = —_—
begin sending it to the school(s) and we'll notify 8) Name of high school ——— City ____ Stte o Zp
the school librarian about your gift. Make check or money order payable to The Cats’ Pause and mail to:
Each time we receive a gift subscription, we'll BIG BLUE PENETRATION
fill in the boxes next to the schools listed until PO. BOX 7297
“Big Blue Penetration” is a complete success. LEXINGTON, KY. 40522
[ Adair County B Daviess County B Jessamine County B Louisville Trinity O Pineville
[J Allen Central [J Dawson Springs [0 Johns Creek B Louisville Valley I Portland Christian
[ Allen County B Dayton B Johnson Central [ Louisville Waggener [ Potter Christian
B Anderson County B Deming [J June Buchanan [0 Louisville Walden B Powell County
B Ashland Paul G. Blazer B Dilce Combs B Kentucky Country Day [J Louisville Western O Prestonsburg
[ Augusta B Dixie Heights B Ky. School for the Blind B Ludlow O Providence
@ Ballard Memorial [ Dorton B Ky. School for the Deaf B Lynn Camp [J Pulaski County
[J Barbourville [ Drakesboro B Knott County Central O Lyon County B Raceland
B Bardstown B East Carter B Knox Central [0 M.C. Napier [0 Red Bird
[J Barren County [0 East Hardin B LaRue County [0 Madison B Reidland
[ Bath County [J Edmonson County W Laurel County [J Madison Central O Riverside Christian
[J Beechwood [ Elizabethtown O Lawrence County B Madisonville-North Hopkins [ Rockeastle County
W Belfry B Elkhorn City [ Lee County [0 Magoffin County B Rowan County
® Bell County [J Elliott County [ Leslie County B Marion County [ Russell
[ Bellevue B Eminence B Letcher B Marshall County O Russell County
] Berea B Estill County B Lewis County B Mason County B Russellville
[1 Beth Haven W Evarts B Lexington Bryan Station B Mayfield O Scott
[J Belthlehem O Fairview B Lexington Catholic B Maysville B Scott County
[J Betsy Layne [0 Feds Creek M Lexington Henry Clay B McCreary Central O Shelby County
[J Bishop Brossart B Fleming County B Lexington Lafayette [0 McDowell [J Sheldon Clark
B Boone County [J Fleming-Neon B Lexington Sayre 0 McLean County [ Silver Grove
[ Bourbon County [ Fordsville B Lexington Tates Creek B Meade County [0 Simon Kenton
[J Bowling Green [0 Fort Campbell O Lincoln County O Menifee County [0 Somerset
B Boyd County [ Fort Knox [ Living Waters Christian [0 Mercer County O South Hopkins
[J Boyle County B Frankfort W Livingston Central [ Metcalfe County O Spencer County
B Bracken County B Franklin County O Lioyd Memorial B Middlesboro O St. Camillus
® Breathitt County B Franklin-Simpson B Logan County O Millard O St. Henry
[ Breckinridge County [ Frederick Fraize B Lone Oak B Millersburg Military Inst. O St. Mary
[0 Bremen [0 Fulton City O Louisville Assumption [J Model Laboratory B St. Patrick
Buckhorn [0 Fulton County O Louisville Atherton B Monroe County O St. Romuald
B Bullitt Central Gallatin County O Louisville Ballard O Montgomery County B Taylor County
B Bullitt East O Garrard County O Louisville Brown O Monticello B Todd County Central
O Burgin J George Rogers Clark [0 Louisville Butler B Morgan County O Tollesboro
Butler County B Glasgow B Louisville Central [J Mountain Christian Acad. [ Trigg County
M Caldwell County O Graham O Lou. Christian Academy O Muhlenberg Central B Trimble County
[0 Calloway County [0 Grant County O Louisville Collegiate O Mullins B Union County
0 Campbell County B Graves County O Louisville DeSales O Murray O University Heights
[] Campbellsvilie B Grayson County [ Louisville Doss B Nelson County 0 Villa Madonna
B Carlisle County CJ Green County B Louisville DuPont Manual B Newport O Virgie
[ Carroll County B Greenup County B Louisville Eastern B Newport Central Catholic [J Walton Verona
[0 Casey County [0 Greenville I Louisville Evangel Christian [ Nicholas County O Warren Central
B Caverna B Hancock County B Louisville Fairdale O Ninth & O BaptistAcademy [ Warren East
[J Cawood B Harlan [ Louisville Fern Creek B North Bullitt 0 Washington County
OJ Central City B Harrison County Louisville Highview Baptist [] North Hardin [J Wayne County
[J Central Ky. Christian [0 Harrodsburg [ Louisville Holy Cross B Notre Dame [0 Webster County
[J Christian County B Hart County [ Louisville Holy Rosary [ Ohio County B West Carter
H Clay County B Hazard [ Louisville Iroquois [ Oldham County B West Hardin
[ Clinton County [J Heath B Louisville Male [] Oneida Baptist Institute B West Hopkins
[J Conner B Henderson County [ Louisville Mercy Academy [ Owen County B Western Anderson
® Corbin B Henry County O Louisville Moore B Owensboro B Western Hills
[] Cordia B Hickman County [ Lou. Pleasure Ridge Park B Owensboro Apolio O Wheelwright
[J Covington Catholic B Highlands [J Louisville Presentation B Owensboro Catholic B Whitesburg
@ Covington Holy Cross ® Hopkinsville [J Louisville Sacred Heart [J Owsley County [0 Whitesville Trinity
#® Covington Holmes [ Hughes-Kirk B Louisville Seneca B Paducah Tilghman 1 Whitley County
[J Covington Latin [J Jackson City H Louisville Shawnee M Paintsville 0 Williamsburg
[ Crittenden County B Jackson County [ Louisville Southern {1 Paris [J Williamstown
[ Cumberland [ Jefferson County [J Lou. Southwest Christian H Pendleton County 0 Wolfe County
[J Cumberland County [ Jeffersontown [J Louisville St. Francis [J Phelps [0 Woodford County
] Danville B Jenkins B Louisville St. Xavier B Pikeville
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Another Kentucky ‘sleeper’?

With all the attention heaped on Richie Farmer (Clay County), Allan Houston
(Ballard) and others, Mike Gray, a 6-4, 185-pound swing man from Caldwell County
High School might have gotten overlooked this season. Maybe.

The school’s all-time leading scorer had 2,304 points n ot counting district and
region tournament action this month. Gray, averaging 27 ppg this season, was on
course to breaking the single season scoring mark held by Tim Riley. Gray also had
a school record high 42 points against Lyon County earlier this year.

“I've seen Mike and he’s a nice player,” said UK’s Dwane Casey who added
Kentucky was not recruiting Gray. “‘I think Murray State is really interested in him."

Readers (right) write

John Luckett of Elizabethtown, Ky. is a UK Wildcats fan. Referring to remarks I
wrote about the Louisville Cardinals before the DePaul game, Luckett writes: “The
recent destruction of the Cardinals by a less-than-great team such as DePaul puts a
serious dent in your contention that Louisville will challenge for the national title. If
watching them perform in recent games against Austin Peay, Memphis State, South
Carolina and Virginia Tech (as well as North Carolina State) has you convinced that
Louisville is playing as well as anyone in the country, then I feel your ability to assess
a team’s talents and probable performance is questionable at best. This especially
rings true when your definite statement of a few weeks ago that “‘Florida will win the
SEC regular season’’ comes to mind.

““I know you admire and respect Coach (Denny) Crum, as do I, believe it or not. But
to lump Louisville in with this year’s obvious elite: Purdue (my choice to take it all),
Temple, Arizona, Oklahoma, Duke and yes, even Kentucky, can best be described as
wishful thinking on your part.

* While saying this, I'm also mindful that Louisville could get hot and surprise some
quality teams in the tournament. They have that potential (don’t forget they start
three high school All-Americans and highly touted Herb Crook and Keith Williams).

“But to predict that they will do this based upon this years performance is far-
fetched to say the least.

Comment Two reasons I enjoy Luckett’s views are. He signs his name. And his
ideas come without suger coating.

Parting shot

North Carolina State junior forward Chucky Brown celebrated his birthday last
month by scoring a career best 25 points against UNC-Ashville, reports Doug
Herakovich of the Wolfpack’s sports information department.

Brown is five years old. He was born Feb. 29, 1968.

And so it goes.

Russell Rice

pathize with the stand taken by Coach Adolph Rupp. who refuses to play North Carolina

——

[Continued From Page 7]

i

took up the UK cause. Here are some comments from area sports editors:

[ John Bradberry, Atlanta C *The NCAA always has been unpredictable in
its actions and done things in a haphazard manner. This (selection of North Carolina State)
is in keeping with its past record of decisions on important matters.

A look at the record shows Kentucky certainly deserves to represent the district because
of an apparently tougher schedule and her victory in the Sugar Bowl tournament this year.”

{Joe Livingston, Jacksonville Journal—"They (NCAA committee) should have stayed
with the pride of Dixie, meaning UK.”

LiBill Keefe, New Orleans Times-Picayune— ‘Most of the basketball world...will sym-

State one game to decide which one of these would represent the district in the NCAA
tournament. If the NCAA goes without Kentucky, it will be the NCAA's loss--not the
Wildcats®”
[iGeorge Bugbee, Memphis Press-Semitar—"1 feel they have a right to reject whoever
they wish, but I feel they made a mistake if they were after the better team.”
[1Whitey McMillan, Gainesville Sun—"They (NCAA committee) will live to regret their
action. Baron Adolph Rupp is a bad man to cross, and he’s hollering on this one.”

It is doubtful that the NCAA felt any loss after the Wildeats bowed to CCNY, 89-50,
in the opening game of the NIT, the worst defeat in Rupp’s career and UK’s worst since
falling to Centre, 87-17. in 1910. The Wolfpack finished third in the NCAA. which was
won by CCNY in the first “clean sweep of the two major national tournaments, an ambi-
tion that Rupp had secretely nurtured.

“You make me Coach of the Year.” he told his Wildcats. “‘and then you come up here
alzd embarrass the hell out of me.”

’Cats Take Title 62-57

[Continued From Page 8]
to the strong forward is a factor, that gives them a plus there. And
I think Manuel coming in on the perimeter in the 3 position makes
them stronger there. I just think Manuel puts more pressure on the
defense from the 3 spot than, say, Winston Bennett, and that’s to
take nothing away from him because he’s an excellent, excellent
player. And the difference in Kentucky’s team this year is the fact
that Winston Bennett and Eric Manuel are there.” . . .Durham,
however, differed with Brown when it came to one thing: which
team—LSU or Georgia—should be included in the NCAA field.
*“Each coach in our league is gonna politic for his club. I said com-
ing in that our league deserves five spots, I think we’re that tough.
I believe that. Kentucky’s earned it twice (regular-season title,

tourney title), they’re already in. Auburn’s in, Florida’s in and
Vanderbilt’s probably in. That leaves Tennessee, Georgia and LSU
are playing for that other spot. . .If we get five, them I'm gonna
say Georgia ought to go. And I'm sure if Dale was sitting here,
in a very eloquent way, he could convince you that LSU won this
championship, when we all know that they didn’t, but when he got
through you would certainly believe that they did. If not that, the
NCAA would be apoligizing to him for not giving 'em a bid before
six. But he isn’t here, so I'm gonna say we ought to go. I just hope
we get five, if our league doesn’t get five, we’ve been shunned.”
Approximately 45 minutes after he jokingly made those comments
in his postgame press conference, Durham got some good news
and some bad news: The SEC did indeed get five teams, but LSU,
not Georgia, was the other club invited.

SECOND ROUND
Fri. March 11

FIRST ROUND
Thur. March 10

LSU 87

! Game 3

VANDERBILT 80

1988 Southeastern Conference Tournament Results

FINALS
Sun. March 13

THIRD ROUND
Sat. March 12

15U 80

KENTUCKY 82

OLE MISS 64 Game 5

Game 1 OLE MISS 64

Game 7 KENTUCKY 62

KENTUCKY 86

ALABAMA 59

FLORIDA 67

Game 4

TENNESSEE 60

Camc 9 KENTUCKY

SEC Tournament Champion

FLORIDA 70

> AUBURN 60

GEORGIA 64 Game 6

Game 2 GEORGIA 65

GEORGIA 57

Game 8

GEORGIA 72

MISSISSIPPI STATE 43

Cats’ Pause chart

Oscar Combs mmmm
[Continued From Page 3]

listings for times and stations.

1O

HITS AND MISSES . . . Look for
more SEC basketball tournaments to be
played on the college campuses. Col.
Harvey Schiller, commissioner of the
Southeastern Conference, said he likes the
excitement created on the college cam-
puses and a prefers such a setting. LSU
officials can take a bow for a job well-
done in Baton Rouge. There now have
been 10 postseason SEC tourneys since
the tournament was reinstated back in
1979, and it goes without saying the best
ones have been on college campuses.
Vanderbilt and Nashville put on a great
show in 1984 as LSU did this season.
When the first such tourney was held in
Lexington in 1982, everyone feared Ken-
tucky would walk away with the title with
the event being staged on the Wildcats’
home floor. Alabama won that one. In
fact, the tourney has been played on
league campuses four times now and the
home team has won only one—Kentucky
in 1986. Ironically, of the four campus
tourneys, Kentucky has won the last
three: In Nashville (1984), Lexington
(1986) and now Baton Rouge (1988). Next
March, the tourney will be staged at Ten-
nessee’s new 25,000-seat facility. Don’t
look for the Wildcats’ win streak to con-
tinue in that one.
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KEEP THE CATS AHEAD OF THE PACK!

Your support can make a difference. Now, more than ever, the coaches, players, Athletics
Director, Cliff Hagan and his staff needs the help of its many fans to continue its goal for ex-
cellence in college athletics.

Show your support by joining the BLUE-WHITE FUND and become a member of the
“Wildcat Family”.. There’s a level of giving that offers each and every fan an opportunity to join.
Membership in the BLUE-WHITE FUND is open to anyone interested in helping University of
Kentucky student-athletes who participate in one or more of the 19 varsity sports.

BLUE-WHITE FUND members have a unique opportunity in that each member can belong
to a worthwhile organization that is succeeding in helping the University of Kentucky, and at the
same time enjoy many exciting benefits, including the chance to purchase football and basketball
tickets, along with additional incentives listed below.

Become a member of the BLUE-WHITE FUND today! Simply send your tax deductible
donation to the following address or call 257-5611 for more information.

Benefits Chart for 1987-88 Blue and White Fund Donations

$40  SI00  $250 500 $I,000 $2,000 $3,000 $5,000 $10,000
and Up

X1

XX X X X X

XXX X X X X

XX XX X X XX

XX XX XX X XXX

X X XXX XXX XXX

XX X XXX XXX XXX

XXX X XXX XXX XXX
XXXXXK X XXX XXX XXX

Blue and White Fund
University of Kentucky Athletics Association
Memorial Coliseum
Lexington, KY 40506-9990
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It’s Here—64 Teams,

Start Your Engines!

Arizona And Purdue Are Your Best Bets

It will be interesting to follow the next moves at Drake University now that coach Gary
Garner has been broomed. Since dropping football a couple seasons ago, this small school
in Des Moines has made no secret of its desire to have a major league basketball team.
The president, Michael Ferrari, is a very ambitious man who has improved enrollment

' Lany Donald

Cats' Pause Columnist

figures thanks to an innovative advertising campaign on MTV.

My suspicion is they’ll try to lure an established coach with a big contract plus the pro-
mise of an on-campus arena down the road. For Garner, the end came because his teams
collapsed down the stretch two years running. It appeared last year and this this that the
Bulldogs were headed for NCAA play before a late-season swoon knocked them out of
the box. . .

It appears now as though Arizona assistant Ricky Byrdsong has the inside track for
the vacant job at Detroit. Notre Dame’s John Shumate had been the early leader, but
he withdrew his name from consideration.

I have no idea whether or not the University of Kentucky was guilty of any or all viola-
tions as alleged by the Lexington Herald-Leader two years ago. But I do know this: I've
got a lot more faith in the credibility of the Pulitzer Prize committee and the Herald-Leader
than I do in the NCAA or its chief enforcement officer, David Berst. How that man stays
on the payroll is one of those enduring mysteries. . .

Although we haven't even settled the issue this year, it will be difficult for preseason
lookers to go beyond Michigan, Syracuse or Kentucky as the No. 1 pick next falll say
that based on Derrick Coleman’s return to Syracuse and Glen Rice coming back to
Michigan. Coleman needs, and I predict will have, one monster season before going pro. . .

Curry Kirpatrick, long time college basketball writer for Sports Illustrated, debuts
for CBS during the NCAA tournament as a color analyst. Let’s see, Frank Deford, Will
McDonnough and now Kirkpatrick. Is this a trend? Is television at last confessing to the
obvious? Should more of us in the business invest in a new suit and a haircut? As they
say, stay tuned. . .

Mentioning the other medium, I don’t know about you, but it seems to me that Bob
Ley is certainly a model host for all the basketball games being beamed into our living
rooms. He has that comfortable to be with personality. . .

I will remain strong and show no degree of sympathy to those outstanding teams from
less powerful conferences not invited to the NCAA because, despite winning the regular
season, they were beaten in the postseason tournament sponsored by their own league.
It's what their schools get for being greedy. And yet, I ask, is it fair to those coaches or
their players to be excluded just because their administrators want to milk a few more dollars
out of the program? Those are the people who ought to be made to sit in a corner wearing
the traditional dunce cap for three straight weeks while the NCAA tournament is being
played. . .

Watching teams like Loyola Marymount and Bradley with their uptempo, free-for-all
style convinces me this is a smart way for smaller programs to go. First the team’s enter-
taining which sells more tickets. Second, it is attractive to more talented schoolboy athletes
than a program which plays conservatively. And, third, neither program is likely to win
more than a game or two in NCAA tournament play regardless of their approach to the
game. . .

If Mark Macon declared for hardship today he would have to be taken in the first five
choices and perhaps even the first three. . .Mentioning the hardship rule, I still think there
will be a record number of undergraduate applicants this spring. . .

My suspicion is that Gary Williams won’t last five years at Ohio State. This is a foot-
ball school with an administration which operates in strange ways (ask Earle Bruce, Eldon
Miller, et al.). So while I don’t think Williams will be fired, I think he’ll quietly move
to another school, probably back East. . .

There’s apparently a lot of inter-office arguing about Walt Hazzard’s future at UCLA.
A number of ranking administrators want to release him now, but the school’s president
is reportedly a close personal friend of Hazzard and wants the coaching contract to be
honored. . .

Another guy who may be headed toward trouble is Cincinnati’s Tony Yates. I'm told
he’ll survive this year, but if there’s no major upswing in the Bearcat fortunes next year
he’ll be gone. . .

With four starters and a talented redshirt center returning next year Stanford will be
among the preseason favorites in the Pac-10. Coach Mike Montgomery’s done an outstan-
ding job in Palo Alto, but history strongly suggests that he’d be wise to move on after
next year. There’ll be a sharp dropoff the following season. . .Arizona has a couple of
redshirt big men to go with Sean Elliott and Anthony Cook which means the Wildcats
will also be a solid team. But they’ll desperately miss Steve Kerr’s leadership in the
backcourt. . .

When Ed Murphy took over at Mississippi and watched now star guard Rod Barnes
play, he said: “Hey, we gotta get better players than this.” Said Barnes, *I took that as

a challenge.”

Well, who wouldn’t?. . .

I feel good about predicting that Arizona and Purdue will make it to the Final Four.
Both clubs are sound and have quality depth. They’ve proven, over the course of a season,
able to handle everything tossed in their direction. When it gets to sweaty palm time, both
will respond.

After those two, however, it gets into a, “'I like them, but they scare me” situation. Here
we have Temple, North Carolina, Kentucky. Pitt. and Syracuse. Much more is left to
chance with this group.

And the longshots? I've been in North Carolina State’s camp for some time, but others
would be: Illinois (on a roll lately despite poor shooting), Louisville (capable, but still
inconsistent), LSU (enough talent and motivation to be fearsome), and Georgia Tech (the
Noodles Neal phenomenon rolls on).

Now when Duke, Florida, BYU and Oklahoma show up in Kansas City remember
this: If I really had the sort of special insight to know who was going to make the Final
Four there are far more lucrative things I could be doing other than sports writing. . .

It seems evident the tournament needs a minor expansion to solve the squeeze of automatic
tournament qualifiers. What needs to be done, in my view, is to create a preliminary round
in which eight teams from the less powerful conferences play for four spots. This is the
same thing when 52 teams were being invited and would certainly lessen some of the
pressure on the tournament committee which is always forced to leave some worthy teams
at home. . .

And, again, no team should be allowed to play on its home floor. All of America says
it, but the tournament committee chooses not to listen. . .

The last time the NCAA was played in Kansas City (1964), UCLA defeated Duke in
the championship to begin the dynasty years. Bucky Waters was an assistat coach at Duke
in those days and recalls when the team’s plane landed it skidded off the runway and into
a grassy area. “The propellers kept spinning. throwing mud all over the plane which scared
everyone.” he said.

1 -l 1
Lute Olson—Basketball Times’ Selection For Coach Of The Year

The locker rooms were being painted so the Duke team dressed in the hotel and walked
to the Municipal Auditorium where the games were played. Media crush? Jeff Mullins
went to the arena on the morning of the championship and shot for a half hour without
ever being disturbed. And for its efforts Duke University received a check in the amount
of $50,000.

Times certainly have changed. . .

Never in the 32-year history of the United States Basketball Writer’s Association has
a man been honored as Coach of the Year in two consecutive seasons. Until now. John
Chaney was tapped to receive the award again this season. . .

Basketball Times honored Bradley’s Hersey Hawkins as its Player of the Year and tap-
ped Arizona’s Lute Olson as Coach of the Year. The All-Americans were Hawkins, Dan-
ny Manning, J.R. Reid, Danny Ferry and Mark Macon. It was the first time a freshman
has been selected to the first team since Ralph Sampson was at Virginia. . .

Jim Haney, commissioner of the Missouri Valley Conference for the past three years,
is on the move again. This time he’ll handle a similar job for the PCAA, a conference
which hopes to make itself more recognizable with a name change. The finalists are “Big
West” and “Wild West.”” Personally, I think they should go with Big West because most
years Las Vegas wins this league by seven or eight games and, television notwithstanding,
there’s nothing very “wild” about that.




i

S

March 79, {96’6’

The Cuats” Poruse

Sage 25

1

(r]H

[Rl[o][s][s](wl[ol[r][o] M[p][u][z][z][L][E]

By Dan Krueckeberg I
1 2 3 4 5 B 7 8 9 1 1
12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20
21 a2 23 24
25 25 27; 28
29 30 il 32 33 34
35 36 37 38
39 41 42 ? 43 44 45
46 47 48 49
50 51 32 53 54
35 36 57
58 59 59 51 62 63
64 65 66 67
58 69 70 71
72 73 74 ) 75 77
78 9

40 YEARS AGO:

ACROSS

1 Initials of one of 52 Across

Abbr. for "total points"

Yielded

10 Inftials of tallest on '48 Champs

12 Cats beat Baylor by for NCAA
title

16 Former Clev. Indian 2Bman Bobby

17 6-3 freshman _ ger Day

18 Cats went on to win the

19 Long river

21 '48 Final Four was __ New York

22 Initials of Pulley of foe Baylor

23 Held 42 Down to 3 pts. in semis

24 Oklahoma city

25 Had 9.3 ppg in '47-'48

27 Initials of former Seattle star Elgin

29 Yoko

31 Female suffix

32 Losses for '47-'48 Cats

34 SEC state abbr.

35 Nuisance fuzz

37 Initials of the 6-1 junfor

38 Hirsch, Jordan, Townes, Smether, Henne
and Stough ___ on the bench

39 Symbol for "platinum'

40 Initials of 23 Across

42 Floater

44 Some say the '48 squad
best

46 6-4 junior of National Champs

49 5-10 soph. guard Cummins

50 See 69 Down

52 Was named so by Larry Boeck

55 1 am

56 Abbr. for a collegiate class

57 '47-'48 Cats leading scorer

58 Pac-10 school

60 Jackie of title foes Baylor

64 Wins for '48 Champs

66 Initials of '48 Holy Cross star

68 Initials of top scorer Shannon of '48
Final Four Kansas State

69 1 Across, Jack Parkinson and Albert
Campbell in '48

72 Leading scorer in NCAA title game

76 Common verb

77 Hoop loop

78 Initials of Kaftan of '48 Final Four
Holy Cross

79 Cats beat them in Olympic Trials

80 Initials of the 6-4 junior Cat

“ww

as Rupp's

Last week’s solution

RUEE DRE H[OJW]EJL]L
ARV VAIC[T{Alc[EMMR[A]Y]S
NN ORODE ROEE B
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NG A H K |E[N|T|U[C[K[Y]S
H{A| LT V[E|L|[ Tl R[O|L|L[E|D
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THE CHAMPS

DOWN

Big 8 state abbr.

Public disturbance

Beat '47-'48 Cats by one on 12/20
Energy

CLLff Barker taught it to British while
in POW camp in W.W.II

6 Murray State of the

7 Clearly describes '47-'48 Cats

8 Yale

9 6-2 soph. Barnstable

10 Initials of Baron of the Bluegrass
11 Describes medals of 18 Across

13 Abbr. for “"extra large"

14 Former U of L star hoopster

wew -

15 The “captain” vas Columbus

20; The e

21 brown suit was in place in '48

25 Cats __ semifinal game by 8

26 Lost to Cats in SEC Tourney

28 '_ play earned him All-American
honors

30 '47-'48 Cats had come off an __ trip

in March of '47

33 Alrporc abbr.

34 28 & 72 Down each averaged and
one-half per game

36 Boxing abbr.

37 Cats beat them to reach Final Four

41 Haarlow & MacDonald in NCAA title game

42 First name of 66 Across

43 __ ism: Buddhist religion

45 Cat feature

46 Had 7.0 ppg in '47-'48 season

47 '_role vas as assistant coach
48 Cashew and pecan
51 The Cat hoop tradition began over

forty years ago

53 Cat follower

54 Former marriage mate

58 WAC state abbr.

59 Initials of coach with 2nd Final Four
trip in '48

61 Symbol for "osmium'

62 Roman num. for points for "Wah Wah"
in NCAA title game

63 Possess

65 Initials of Michigan footballer Harmon

66 Cats lost to __ Kurland & Phillips Oilers
67 fish

69 Lanka

70 Fish

71 L__ vas a 6-2 sophomore

72 Initials of '48 Cats FG Xage leader

73 Initials of Krone of Final Four K State
74 See 13 Down

75 Roman num. for Barker's uniform #

76 Abbr. for "audio-visual"

Searching Your Dial
For “Cats*Cox*Combs”?

Look For Us On These
Cable Television Systems:

System—City
Times Mirror Cable (Dimension)—Ashland...

Channel
.26 Fri., Sat., Sun. 6 p.m.

Airtimes

Fri.

Storer Cable Communications—Bowling Green .. 30 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.

before UK games

Cable One Productions., Inc...................0 3 Sersescassslh
RV Cablevision—Burgin

Fri., Mon., Wed. 7 p.m.

Clarksville Cablevision—Clarksville, Tenn.....

Store Cable of Northern Kentucky—Covington. Fri. 7 p.m

Cable One Productions, Inc...
RV Cablevision—Danville

Fri., Mon., Wed. 7 p.m.

Fleming Home Entertainment—Flemingsburg... Mon. 6 p.m.; Sat noon

’\ Fri. before & after weekly
sports game; Sat. morning

Tel-Com, Inc—Harold....

Cable One Productions, Inc.
RV Cablevision—Harrodsburg

Horizon Communications (T@éHenderson.Koo .24

Smith Radio & TV—CF@Q..” et ey

Fri., Mon., Wed. 7 p.m.

Tues., Wed., Fri. 7 p.m.

Fri. 4:30 p.m. & 8:30 p.m.;

Sat. 10:30 a.m.

TV 12—Hindman.... 12 Fri. 7 p.m. & 10 p.m.;

% Sat. 10:30 a.m.

Pennyroyal Cablewsxon?(gpkinsvﬂm... 10 Fri., Mon. 5:30 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.

Maynard Cable TV Tetes AT Ay R ey 6 airtime unavailable
Ky. Cable TV, Inc—Inez

Irvine Community TV—Irvine.... .8 Twice Fri.; Sat. morning

Storer Cable Communications—Louisville....... S 1 Fri. 7 p.m. & 11:30 p.m.;

Sat. 10:30 a.m.
Madisonville Cablevision-Madisonville.. 12 Fri. 5:30 p.m., Sat. 10:30 a.m.
Mayfield Cablevision—Mayfield....... .34 Fri. 5 pm. & 9 p.m.; Sat. 11 a.m.
Limestone Cable Vision—Maysville.............. .10 Fri. 6:30 p.m., Sat. 7 p.m.

Twice Fri., Sat. morning

McKee TV Enterprises—McKee
el Fri. 2 p.m. & 10 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.

Union CATV, Inc—Morganfield......

Murray Cablevision Co—Murray.... Fri. 5 p.m. & 9 p..m.; Sat. 11 a.m.

Fri. 6:30 p.m.
Wed. 7 p.m. (follows College Sports)

Owensboro Cablevision—Owensboro..

Comcast Cablevision—Paducah....... Fri. 6:30 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.

Centel Cable Co—Richmond...

Fri. 7:30 p.m.,
Sat. noon, Sun. 1:00 p.m.

Cencom of Kentucky—Shelbyville Fri. 8 p.m. & 9:30 p.m.

Sat. 11 a.m.
Union CATV, Inc.—Sturgis.... 6 Fri. 2 pm. & 10 p.m.; Sat. 11 am
Telecable of Radcliff—Radcliff... Sat. 12:30 p.m.

Tues. 6:30 p.m., Wed. 9 p.m.
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University Of
Kentucky Sports

Last Week
Season Total

19-6 (.760)
292-108 (.730)

19-6 (.760)
287-113 (.717)

187 (.720)
283117 (.707)

16-9 (.640)
285-115 (.712)

19-6 (.760)
300-100 (.750)

17-8 (.680)
289-111 (.722)

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY vs. KENTUCKY

KENTUCKY 12

KENTUCKY 17

KENTUCKY 17

KENTUCKY 25

KENTUCKY 16

KENTUCKY 22

MARYLAND vs. UC-SANTA BARBARA MARYLAND 2 |MARYLAND 10 | MARYLAND 5]MARYLAND 2 JMARYLAND 2 MARYLAND 8
VILLANOVA vs. ARKANSAS VILLANOVA 6 {VILLANOVA 3 ]VILLANOVA 2]VILLANOVA 3 ]VILLANOVA 5]VILLANOVA 10
ILLINOIS vs. TEXAS-SAN ANTONIO ILLINOIS 8 | ILLINOIS 9 | ILLINIOIS 12 JILLINOIS 20 [ ILLINOIS 12 {ILLINOIS 6
OKLAHOMA vs. UT-CHATTANOOGA OKLAHOMA 16 | OKLAHOMA 20 | OKLAHOMA 14 | OKLAHOMA 22 | OKLAHOMA 17 JOKLAHOMA 32
AUBURN vs. BRADLEY AUBURN 3 JAUBURN 2 | AUBURN 2 | AUBURN 3 | BRADLEY 1 JAUBURN 12
LOUISVILLE vs. OREGON STATE LOUISVILLE 7 JLOUISVILLE 11 JLOUISVILLE 8}LOUISVILLE 15]LOUISVILLE 6 JLOUISVILLE 14
BRIGHAM YOUNG vs. UNC CHARLOTTE BYU 7 JUNCC 7{BYU 3{UNCC 3|BYU 3 |UNCC 1
ARIZONA vs. CORNELL ARIZONA 18 | ARIZONA 19 | ARIZONA 18 | ARIZONA 30 | ARIZONA 18 | ARIZONA 14
SETON HALL vs. TEXAS-EL PASO UTEP 3 | SETON HALL 7 JSETON HALL 2}SETON HALL 4 |SETON HALL 3 |SETON HALL 3
IOWA vs. FLORIDA STATE IOWA 11 IOWA 6 | IOWA 5 | IOWA 10 j IOWA 8 | IOWA 74
UNLV vs. SOUTHWEST MISSOURI STATE UNLV 13 § UNLV 15 JUNLV 10 § UNLV 4 UNLV 11 JUNLV 6
NORTH CAROLINA vs. NORTH TEXAS STATE CAROLINA 23 | CAROLINA 22 fCAROLINA 11 JCAROLINA 15 JCAROLINA 10 | CAROLINA 17
WYOMING vs. LOYOLA MARYMOUNT WYOMING 3 JWYOMING 1} LOYOLA 1| LOYOLA 6 | WYOMING 11  WYOMING 2
FLORIDA vs. ST. JOHN’S ST. JOHN'S 2 | FLORIDA 10 | FLORIDA 2 | FLORIDA 5 | FLORIDA 2|ST. JOHN'S 2
MICHIGAN vs. BOISE STATE MICHIGAN 17 | MICHIGAN 16 | MICHIGAN 13 MICHIGAN 19 | MICHIGAN 13 | MICHIGAN 12
TEMPLE vs. LEHIGH TEMPLE 13 § TEMPLE 14 | TEMPLE 20 | TEMPLE 17  TEMPLE 12 J TEMPLE 14
GEORGETOWN vs. LSU G'TOWN 3{LSU 4§LSU 3jLSU 4 jLSU 2|LSu 1
GEORGIA TECH vs. IOWA STATE GA. TECH 7 {GA. TECH 3 GA. TECH 1§GA. TECH 4| GA. TECH 4 | GA. TECH 3
INDIANA vs. RICHMOND INDIANA 11 § INDIANA 11 | INDIANA 6 { INDIANA 9 | INDIANA 11 §INDIANA 8
DUKE vs. BOSTON UNIVERSITY DUKE 23 | DUKE 24 | DUKE 15 | DUKE 21 | DUKE 13 |BOSTON U. 1
SMU vs. NOTRE DAME SMU 3 {SMU 3fSMU 1 §SMU 6 | NOTRE DAME 3 | NOTRE DAME 6

MISSOURI vs. RHODE ISLAND

MISSOURI 6

MISSOURI 5

RHODE ISL. 2

MISSOURI 5

MISSOURI 9

SYRACUSE' 10

SYRACUSE vs. NORTH CAROLINA A&T

SYRACUSE 13

SYRACUSE 18

SYRACUSE 22

SYRACUSE 24

SYRACUSE 14

PURDUE 14

PURDUE vs. FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON PURDUE 19 | PURDUE 26 | PURDUE 12 | PURDUE 28 { PURDUE 20 § PURDUE14

MEMPHIS STATE vs. BAYLOR MEMPHIS ST. 1 fMEMPHIS ST. 2 | MEMPHIS ST. 1 | BAYLOR 2 | MEMPHIS ST. 1 | MEMPHIS ST. 6
DEPAUL vs. WICHITA STATE DEPAUL 3 | DEPAUL 9 { DEPAUL 8 | DEPAUL 15 | DEPAUL 7 § DEPAUL 1
KANSAS STATE vs. LASALLE KANSAS ST. 13 | KANSAS ST. 9 |KANSAS ST. 10 JKANSAS ST. 9 |KANSAS ST. 8 |KANSAS ST 4
PITT vs. EASTERN MICHIGAN PITT 17 | PITT 14 § PITT 14 §PITT 7PITT 6 | PITT 15
VANDERBILT vs. UTAH STATE VANDERBILT 2} VANDERBILT 3} VANDERBILT 2 {VANDERBILT 5 | VANDERBILT 5 |VANDERBILT 7
KANSAS vs. XAVIER KANSAS 3 | XAVIER 2 | XAVIER 2 I XAVIER 4 | KANSAS 1 | KANSAS 9

N.C. STATE vs. MURRAY

NC. STATE 12

N.C. STATE 15

N.C. STATE 14

N.C. STATE 10

N.C. STATE 13

N.C. STATE 12

11
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March 19, 1998

Back!

Five Years Ago

*The Kentucky Wildcats captured a first
round NCAA game 57-40 against Ohio
University in the Sun Dome in Tampa, Fla.
Kentucky entered the game with a two-year
drought without a NCAA victory, with its last
defeat coming at the hands of Middle Ten-
nessee in Nashville. The ’Cats tested their
fans in the first half as they struggled with
Ohio’s slow-down offense, leading by only
four at the half 21-17. Kentucky pressured
Ohio in the second half, using traps to create
confusion and turnovers to help increase the
lead to 10 with under eight minutes to go.
Wildcat fans were then able to relax as the
Big Blue reeled off the final eight points of
the game to clinch the victory. Guard Dirk
Minniefield led the Wildcats with 16 points
and five assists. Melvin Turpin scored 14
points and pulled down nine rebounds. Ken-
tucky now moves to Knoxville, Tenn., to play

the winner of the Oklahoma-Indiana game,
which will be played tomorrow at Roberts
Stadium in Evansville, Ind.

*The Kentucky baseball team swept
through the first Kentucky Classic with a
perfect 6-0 record to win the championship.
Kentucky defeated Eastern Connecticut 10-1
in the first round, with junior Paul Kilgus pit-
ching a three-hitter in the win. Kentucky then
defeated Seton Hall in the second round 15-6,
The Bat Cats swept a doubleheader from
Maryland in their next outing and defeated
Dayton in the final game 6-4 on a Brandt Ely
triple with the bases loaded.

*The Kentucky Lady Kats lost their open-
ing round NCAA game to the Indiana Lady
Hoosiers 87-76 in Memorial Coliseum. The
Indiana frontline of Rachelle Bostic, Missy
Leckie and Denise Jackson combined to give
Indiana 67 of its 87 points, Valerie Still scored
28 points and grabbed 13 rebounds for Ken-
tucky. The Lady Kats finished their season at

WILDCAT QUIZ

1. Last season in the first round of the
NCAA tournament, Kentucky was ousted by
Ohio State 91-77. Where was the game
played?

a) Toledo

b) Cincinnati

¢) Birmingham

d) Atlanta

2. Kentucky’s last win in postseason
NCAA) play came against what school?

3. Who was the last team Kentucky defeated
in postseason play when the tournament was
held in Rupp Arena?

a) Illinois

b) Duke
¢) Florida State
d) Ohio

4. True or False? Kentucky will hos the first
round of the Southeast Regiopals: next
season.

5. In the 1984, Kentucky, Georgetow,
Houston were in Seattle for the Final Four.
What team are we leaving out?

a) Nevada Las Vegas

b) Virginia

¢) North Carolina

d) Purdue

6. Since he’s been at UK, how many timies
has Eddie Sutton been on the winning side
in NCAA play?

a) one

b) two

¢) three
d) four

7. With the NCAA tournament kicking off
this weekend, what is the most important
thing for all 64 teams to remember when
wanting to get to Kansas City?

a) Win four games

b) Win three games

¢) Have plane reservations

d) Know a ticket broker or Bob Ueker so
they can get seats on the front row

8. True or False. Kyle Macy did not make
the 1978’s Final Four All-Tournament team.

9. Which of the following SEC schools did
not participate in the NCAA tournament last
season?

a) Tennessee

b) Kentucky

¢) ESU

d) Auburn

10. Which of the following does not belong?
a).Jerry*Tarkanian
b) Earl Cox
=0) Telly Savalas
d) Eddie Sutton
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*It took three overtimes but: _ the Blue
Devils of Henry Clay High School defeated
Carlisle County 35-33 on a last-second tip
in by Greg Bates. Carlisle w45 able to slow
down the tempo throughout the contest, but
was unable to hit that key basket to give them
the victory. Junior Steve Miller was leading
scorer with 14 points for Henry Clay.

Eight Years Ago

*A Kyle Macy jump shot from 17 feet out
was off-target and Kentucky couldn’t get away
another attempt in the final seconds as the
’Cats’ NCAA hopes went down the drain in
a 55-54 Mideast Regional loss to Duke at
Rupp Arena. Kentucky dug itself in an early
hole and trailed the Blue Devils by 14 points
at intermission (37-23). Behind junior Fred-
die Cowan, who scored a game-high 26
points, Kentucky rallied to tie the score at
54-all on a Cowan bucket. Duke’s Gene
Banks appeared to lose the ball out of bounds
but a foul was called on UK’s Derrick Hord.
Banks hit one of two free throws to give the
ACC team a surprising victory. Kentucky hit
only 40 percent from the field and commit-
ted 17 turnovers on its home court. Cowan
was the only Wildcat in double figures.
Center Sam Bowie was limited to only nine
minutes of action because of foul problems.
The Wildcats finished the season at 29-6.

*Joe Barry Carroll’s 26 points led Purdue
to the Mideast Regional crown, sending the
Boilermakers to the NCAA Final Four in In-
dianapolis. This regional, which was held in
Rupp Arena, was loaded with upsets. In the
first round, Purdue upset Indiana while Duke
knocked off the favored Kentucky Wildcats.

*In a week in which Kentucky was
eliminated from NCAA play, the Wildcats
received some good news as Indiana All-
America prepster Jim Master announced he
will attend Kentucky next year. Master men-
tioned he picked the Wildcats over Notre
Dame in a decision which went down to the
wire. The top candidate for Mr. Basketball
honors in the Hoosier state, the 6-4 Master
averaged 27.8 points a game for Harding High
School.

*The Kentucky baseball team swept the
Tennessee Volunteers behind the strong per-
formance of pitcher Jeff Keener. Kentucky
won by 4-3, 4-2 scores as Keener pitched in
relief in the first game and started the
nightcap. Tennessee came back the next day
with 114 victory.

Nine Years Ago

*Sam Bowie, voted the prep Player of the
Year by the National High School Coaches
Association, announced last week that he will
attend the University of Kentucky next year.
The 7-foot-1 Bowie, who prepped in
LeBanon, Pa., averaged 28 points a game,
18 rebounds and blocked 160 shots as a
senior. Bowie became the fifth prepster to
either sign a conference letter-of-intent with
UK or anounce that he will attend the Big
Blue.

*Jim Kovach, football defensive captain and
medical school student, was selected as the
University of Kentucky’s 1978-79 “Athlete of
the Year.”

*The Kentucky baseball team was able to
win only one of three games from the Univer-
sity of Georgia over the past weekend. Ken-
tucky won the second game of a
doubleheader by a score of 8-0 behind the
one-hit pitching of Joe Georger and the hit-
ting of Jeff Shartzer, Steve Roberts and Ran-
dy Gipson. Kentucky lost the first game of
the twinbill 9-1 and also lost 20-9 to the
Bulldogs on the previous day. Mark Hredzak
had five RBIs in that loss.

Twelve Years Ago

*Kentucky’s Jack Givens was one of five
sophomores named to the All-SEC basket-
ball team, conducted by the Associated Press.
Alabama’s Leon Douglas and Vandy’s Jeff
Fosness were the only seniors named to the
team. Other members were Auburn’s Eddie
Johnson, Tennessee’s Ernie Grunfeld with
sophomore Bernard King, Georgia’s Jacky
Dorsey, Auburn’s Mike Mitchell and LSU’s
Kenny Higgs. Mississippi State guard Ray
White is the only freshman named to the
team. Alabama coach C.M. Newton was
selected by his colleagues as conference
Coach of the Year.

*The Kentucky football team closed out its
first five days of spring practice with a one-
hour and 20 minute scrimmage at Com-
monwealth Stadium. After the team returns
from spring break, they will have 14 prac-
tice dates before the annual Blue White game.
The scrimmage pitted the No. 1 and No. 2
units against each other, with quarterbacks
Derrick Ramsey, Bill Tolston, Billy Williams,
Mike Shutt and Vin Bruner taking turns
directing the offense.

*Kentucky trailed Kansas State 63-51 in the
second half but rallied back to win 8178 in
the first round of the National Invitation Tour-
nament in New York. Mike Phillips scored
all of his 17 points in the second stanza and
hauled in 13 rebounds. James Lee scored 20
points and had 20 rebounds while Jack
Givens and Larry Johnson scored 15 apiece.
Truman Claytor hit all five of his shots to
score 10 points.

Seventeen Years Ago

*Tom Bannon hurled a no-hitter as the UK
baseball team swept Georgia State. Kentucky
won the opener 3-1 while rolling to a 224
conquest in the second game.

*Three University of Kentucky football
players received All-America honors from the
International Churchman’s Sports Hall of
Fame. The recipients are David Hunter, Al
Goodwin and Wilbur Hackett.

*Kentucky basketball coach Adolph Rupp
said if he is forced to retire at the university
that he might coach somewhere else.

*In the NCAA Mideast Regional tourna-
ment, Western Kentucky blasted the Wildcats
107-83 as UK lacked poise, calmness and
precision in its attack against an inspired
Hilltopper squad. The contest was held on
the campus of the University of Georgia. All-
America seven-footer Jim McDaniels paced
WKU with 35 points while guard Jim Rose
had 25. Forward Clarence Glover added a
17-rebound performance as the Hilltoppers
came out running and never looked back. The
Wildcats were led by Tom Parker’s 23.

*Marquette whipped Kentucky for third
place in the Mideast Regional. A poor first
half found the Wildcats behind 13 points.
Dean Meminger led Marquette with 30 points
with Jim Chones scoring 27 points. Larry
Steele led UK with 20 points while Jim An-
drews and Kent Hollenbeck each contributed
14. Kentucky finished the season at 22-6.

Thirty-Two Years Ago

Three-time NCAA winner Kentucky will
represent the SEC in the NCAA Tournament.
The ’Cats failed to win the Southeastern Con-
ference for the first time since 1943, but
champion Alabama has all starters ineligible
for tourney play because they are fourth-year
players. Coach Johnny Dee and his players
decided to let UK go to the NCAAs. It will
be UK’s eighth straight trip.

*Bob Burrow won an armload of awards as
the University of Kentucky Alumni Associa-
tion honored the basketball team at the Stu-
dent Union Building.
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