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PREFACE

3y authority of a Presidential Letter, the Historical Eecords Survey
1blished in January, 1936, under the national direction of Dr.
I. Evans, as a federally sponsored project of the Work Project
/ inistration. Since August 31, 1939, the sponsorship of the llassachusetts
unit of the survey has been undertaken by Frederic W. Cook, Secretary of

y Commonwealth. Since March, 1940 the individual state projects of the
Historical Records Survey have been under the national direction of Sargent
B. Child, who, as field representative of Dr. Evans, had had technical

L]
is

C’)

supervision of the work of the survey in New England from its inception.
e present writer has been in direct charge of the project in Massachusett
from August 1936 to September 1940 when he was succeeded by Aron S. GlimartAn.

The purpose of the project is to survey, preserve and render acces-
torical source materials of all kinds. Its work has T e

into the following main divisions: public records, priva

X

4
te
manuscripts, church records, early American imprints, historical portraits

newspapers. Ffractically all historical material falls under one or
of these divisions. In bringing this material under control
technigues have been found practicable, depending on the nature

subject matter, and using vario he methods of the inventory,

de, the calendar, the check list or the index in the publiication

the result. Tor public records, church record and portraits, the

the inventory has worked best; for historical manuscript

in rare cases iere the material was of

ar; for imprints, the ct ist

index; and so on.

,. the
O:

rec-

S
unusual importanc
; for newspaper and court

ork of gathering information concerning historical ma-
G JiI nlncb of storage or custody has in most cases been pre-

1 a most necessary and, for both the custodian and posterity, im-
tant task. that of putting records in order; of cleaning, dusting, re-
filing, and treating them; and, in short, doing everything possible to
nsure their preservation. This function of the project, often performed

its workers under almost indescribable conditions of dust, filth,
poor ventilation, and even vermin may well be regarded by future
1s as a most important contribution of the survey.

Scarce ly less important, however, are the editorial processes to
vhich all field information must be subjected before publication. Here
; and inadequacies are spotted, inconsistencies reconciled, and order
orought out of chaos. In the field of public records it has been found
cessary not only to sketch briefly the history of the county or town
and its government but also to preface the inventory of each subordinate
office or institution with an outline of its development, based upon its
wn records or upon statutory or other sources. In the inventories of
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church records, similarly, the preparation of the history of each church
constitutes a task equally arduous with that of locating and listing its
records. In Massachusetts two broader works have also been undertaken.
The general historical background, statutory origin and functioning of
county, city, or town offices have been studied with a view to providing
satisfactory accounts of the development of county and municipal govern-
ment generally. These latter undertakings are now happily nearing com-
pletion.

The inventory of the town archives of Ayer is the fifth in the series
of such inventories covering the towns of Middlesex County. A full list
p S

&

of publications of the survey to date appears after the index at the end

of this book.

The Survey is i t
operation and to the Secre
without whose sponsorship

ed to the town officials of Ayer for their co-
t of the Commonweelth, Frederic W. Cook,
this project would not be possible.

Aron S. Gilmartin
State Supervisor of Historiecal
Records Survey




FOREVORD

The Inventory of the Town and City Archives of Massachusetts is one
of a number of bibliographies of historical materials prepared throughout
the United States by workers on the Historical Records Survey of the Work
Projects Administration. The publication herewith presented, an inventory
of the Archives of Ayer in Middlesex County, is volume V of number 10 of
the Massachusetts series.

The Historicel Records Survey was undertaken in the winter of 1935-36
for the purpose of providing useful employment to needy unemployed histo-
rians, lawyers, teachers, and research and clerical workers. In carrying
out this objective, the project was organized to compile inventories of
historical materials, particularly the unpublished government documents
and records which are basic in the administration of local government, and
which provide invaluable data for students of political, economic, and
social history. The archival guide herewith presented is intended to meet
the requirements of day-to-day administration by town officials, and alsc
the needs of lawyers, business men and other citizens who require facts
from the public records for the proper conduct of their affairs. The vol-
ume is so designed that it can be used by the historian in his research
in unprinted sources in the same way he uses the library card catalogue
for printed scurces.

The inventories produced by the Historical Records Survey attempt to
do more than give merely a list of records--they attempt further to sketch
in the historical background of the county or other unit of govermment, and
to deseribe precisely and in detail the organization and functions of the
government agencies whose records they list. The county, tovm, and city
inventories for the entire country will, when completed, constitute an en-
cyclopedia of local government as well as bibliography of local archives.

The successful conclusion of the work of the Historical Records Survey,
even in a single town, would not be possible without the support of public
officials, historical and legal specialists, and many other groups in the
community. Their cooperation is gratefully acknowledged.

The Survey directed by Luther H, Evans from its inception in January
1936 to Mareh 1, 1940 when he was succeeded by Sargent B. Child formerly
National Field Supervisor. It operates as a nation-wide project in the
Division of Professional and Service Projects, of which Mrs. Florence
Kerr, Assistant Commissioner, is in charge.

Howard O. Hunter
Acting Commissioner of Work
Projects Administration
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PART A. AYER AND ITS RECORD SYSTEM
HISTORICAL SKETCH

Ayer, onme of the largest towns in its section of northern Middlesex
County,™ is an important farming and commercial center 36.1 miles north-
west of Boston. It is situated on the Nashua River and the Boston and
Maine Railroad,2 is partly occupied by Camp Devens and in 1935 had a POpU-
lation of 5'681.3 The corporate town has existed only since 1871, when
the General Court set it anart fror Groton and Shirley,4 but its history
dates back to one of the earliest Massachusetts land grants. It was known
as Groton Junction after the advent of the railroads in the 1840'3,5 as
South Groton before this_,6 and occupies the site that was once the Indian
village of Nonacoiacus.”

The settlement of the area that later included Ayer began after the
General Court, on May 23, 1665, ruled that: 3

There being a petition pferd by lMr. Dean Winthrop, Mr. Tho.
Hinkley and diuers others for a plantation vpon the riuer that
runs from Nashaway into Merimacke, called Petawage, & another

from some inhabitnats of Concord, for a plantation in the same
place, to both of which the court returned this answer: that
the court thinks meet to grant to the petitioners eyght miles
square . . . which henceforth shall be called Groaten. . . .
map published later showed this grant to have included what became the
towns of Shirley, Groton, Pepperell, and Ayer, and parts of Harvard,
Junstable, Littleton and Westford. A tip of it extended into New Hampshire.g

More directly connected with the history of Ayer was the grant made
in 1659 to Major Simon Willard "conteyning fiue hundred acres, scituate,
lying and being, for the most part, on the east side of the Groaten River,
i etwixt the plantation graunted to the inhebitants of Lancaster, and the
i / inhabitants of Groton, at the place which is called by the Indians
lana jeoyijcus. . . .10 Major Willard, a prominent figure in early

ssachusetts affairs, is believed to have occupied this property from
about 1671 to 1676; one of the important Groton garrisons was located on

1. HMassachusetts Secretary of Stete, Décennial Census 98D pp. ESTE
hereafter cited as Massachusetts Census, 1935.
2. Atlas of Middlesex County, p. 269.
3. Massachusetts Census, 1935, pa b,
4. Acts, 1871 ich, 25,
- Atlas of Middlesex County, p. 269.
. Groton, Mass., Reports of Town Officers, 1868, p. 15; hereafter
cited as Groton Reports.
7+ Coly Rec. IV, 411, 142.
8. Ibid. " ILI. 388,
: “» Samuel A. Green, M. D., The Boundary Lines of Groton, map at
beginning of volume.
10. Col. Rec., IV, vart 1, DD ATaE A




First entry p. 36 Historical Sketch

his land.t A number of other settlers lived in the section during the
ecarly days, some perhaps before the Willard grant was made. Included
among these were Daniel Pearse, who settled between Sandy Pond and Ridge
Hill; John Page, Jr., builder of the first mill dam in the vicinity,
Cornelius Church, on whose farm one of the garrisonsowas situated, and
Simon Stone, later important in Groton town affairs.®

Although the Groton area, including the Nonacoiacus settlement,
suffered serious setbacks at the hands of the Indians (Major Willard's
garrison was one of those completely wiped out)3 the settlers made certain
definite progress. On "the twelfth day of the tenth month in the year
1677" a meeting of Groton landholders was held in Concord, and it was
voted that "we return to Groton in the Spring and begin to repair our
habitations".4 By 1680-81 there were 73 residents listed in the Groton
records;5 a sawmill was erected at Stony Brook about 1683,5 and it is
believed that there was a road that ran to Lancaster along the Nashua
River through the Nonaicciacus settlement,’ and later another that -led
from Groton to the corn mill of Jonas Prescott in the area that became
Harvard.8 About a century after the settlement of Groton a highway was
laid out from Lunenburg %o Littleton;? a sawmill and grist mill was
built on the old Willard property around 1778.10

With its relatively small population and its distance from the center
of Groton town life, the Nonaicoiacus area did not enjoy all of the bene-
fits received by other parts of the town. One of the chief causes for
complaint was the matter of inadequate schoolL facilities. TIn 1741 Groton
had voted to keep the school in five places, one of them presumably in
the Ayer sectiou;ll in 1745, however, it was voted that no school would
be held over two miles away.12 By 1758 the grammar school was being held
in "the south part of the town" but only for a part of the school term.1o
One of the Groton school districts, Number Five, was situated in the
Sandy Pond section in 1792;1% in 1805 a set of "Bye Laws of Groton Relati

(o}

L ]

1. The Boundary Lines of Grotom, pp. 32, 63. See also sketch on;kis
in A History of Middlesex County. Massachusetts, D. Hamilton Hurd, ed.,
II, 642.

2 bid., II, 642, 644,
5. TREde vl 678

4, Samuel Abbott Green, ed.. The Early Records of Groton, Mass.,
2, 53; hereafter cited as Early Groton Records.

St Lhide, 970
6
1/
8
9

—

o« THURA S lops T eHini Tl 642

. Ibid. See also Early Groton Records, p. 32,
3, Huvd, opd odty. JE, 65211658,
v Ebiid e iD . 6555

108 IBld.. op. 642,

1.7 IBYAL 7 ol 861,

2. _I.Qj:_(l' #
18| Thid
14, TIbid.
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to Schools" called for twelve school districts, Districts 11 and 12 in
South Grotorhl Prudential school committees were set up to conduct certain
of the school affairs of these districts;? the matter of a high school
remained unsettled and wasqone of the factors probably involved in Ayer's
plea for separation later.°® "From 1860 to 1871 there was seldom a town
meeting at Groton in which there was not some kind of an app peal for better
school conditions at Groton Junction", one writer stated.”
The South Groton section also sought some other town improvements which
were slow to materialize. For a number of vears its residents fought to
secure a fire house and equipment;5 an expense entry was shown in the Groton
Town Reports in 1862 for building the fire house at South Groton, the
gecond floor of which later housed a s hool.® As early as 1843 a
had been appointed to consider the establishment of ten-volume 1ib
in the school districts, but this effort failed,” as did a subseq
two decades later, when it was proposed that the Groton t
f the town will allow a part of its library to be kept at Groton Junct
jvate funds during this period maintained a few books at the Junctio
at fivst in a schoolhouse, later in a store, then in the ! i
ident,g but un to the time of Ayer"s incorporation the
provided Groton Junction with no library facilities

B

ormunity

The part that the South section of Groton played in the India
xt the Revolution; although
T

was probably duplicated to a large extent in
ble historical material does not distinguish clearly
ties of those who lived in Groton nroper and those from th
t least one Revolutionary hero, Col. William Prescott., noted for
loits at Bunker Hill, was claimed by one historian to have been born
llage 10 but this contention has been disputed.ll

= ©
f
®

@ O
'
ct
=)
@

Nonacoiacus

From 1800 to 1840 the growth of South Groton was not phenomenal. There
some few industries, a.considerable production of farm and dairy goods

the section was an important center on several stage routes £2 The

1., Ibid., p. 662. Groton School Committee, Bye Laws of Groton Rela
to0 Schools and Instructions of the School Committee, 1805, art. V. Herea
ted as Groton Schools Bylaws.
2, Groton School Bylaws, 1805, art. V
3¢ Hurdiopaiiciibiay Ml 665,
4; Ibids
5. Groton Reports, 1859, p. 1l.
6. Ibid., 1862, pp. 3, 4; see also Hurd, op. cit., II, 662.
7
8
9
0

o bardie S 6 BB

v Tidy

o EbEdN D664

. Drake, Samuel Adams, History of Mlddleset Gounty, 1L, 236.
1T Hunditiop et T 86505

12. Drake, op. cit., II, 236, 23%7.
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chiaf crops were barley, corn, hops, potatoes and apples; the industrieg
included an 'oil and batting' mill, lumber, gravestones and a cormmeal
mi1l.l A more unusual period of growth began after the coming of the
reilroads around the middle of the century. South Groton became a con-
necting point for a number of lines; new businesses were established and
a postoffice and railroad station opened.2 The first of the railroads to
be chartered was the Nashua Railrcad, incorporated in 1839 and given per-
mission to build its road to the New Hampshire state line, running through
Shirley and Groton along the valley of the Nashua River.® The Fitchburg
Railroad was incorporated in 1842; it built its first tracks to Shirley
in 1844 and a second line in 1847.%

A number of other lines were given charters by the General Court be-
tween 1840 and 1855; some later became parts of otha; existing lines.
Among these were the Groton Branch Railroad in 1844 ,° the Groton and East
Wilton Railroad in 18456 and a road for the transportation of ice, under
the direction of the Fitchburg Railroad, in 185%.7 The Worcester and
Nashua Railroad was incorporated in 18458 and became a part of the Bosto
and Maine System in 1886;9 in the latter year the Stony Brook line, witl
several others, were consolidated with the Boston and Lowell Company .~

Helo,

@)

and Maine's Winthrop Division and two lines of the Fitchburg Railroad.

With the railroads came a general business and industrial improveme
and a heightened necessity for centering more of the Groton town funct
in the Junction area. A union railroad station and a postoffice had bee
opened;l‘ a hotel company was incorporated in 1859.13 A tannery, which
soon became one of the section's leading enterprises, was opened during
this period;l4 other concerns to begin business in the growing communit;
were a fac%gry for the manufacture of soap, an iron furnace, and a larg
plow shop.”~ The population steadily increased; by 1875, when the first

T

L
State census was made shortly after the incorporation of Ayer, its

=

T Thia

2. Hurd, op. cit., II, 661.
3. Acts, 1839, ch. 84.

4y TBdL leh i 1as

B Thhd. s leddich. 137,

6. Ibid..7 1845, ‘ol 225,

7. TIbid., 1853, ch. 189.

8, Trid., 1845, ch. 102.

9. Ibid., 1886, ch. 96.
10, (Tbid.ich.i121.

11. Atlas of Middlesex County, p. 269.
12. TIbid., see also Hurd, op. cit., II, 660, 661.
13 [Acts, 1859, ch.l 151
14. Hurd, op. cit., IL, 652-675.
5. .. Ibid.
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lation was almost as large as that n; it had 1,872 people as
- eat improvements appear to
n made to the educational facilities in the Junction up to the
f' separation, there were at least eight teachers employed there at
ime,? and the section had, in addition, locku
and engine, and liguor agent.z In one
en cared for in the Junction;@ to some e
icipated in some of the town govermmental

paupers
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o C
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'he desire of residents of the Junction t

ty had gained in popularity by 1855. T

d the South Groton Literary Society arran

ing which a committee was appointed to ir

ncorporation.® Newspaper editorials advo

red from time to time;7 in 1870 a pe
11 Court stating that

to the General
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to act w:
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During the period of egitation for separation one Dr. James C. Ayer
of Lowell, one of the first men to make a large fortune from the sale of
patent medicines, had been interested in the village and its needs. It
was his name that appeared in the town's charter, although the first sug-
gestion had been to keep the name of Groton Junction. Shortly after the
incorporation he made a large donation that was eventually used for town
improvements.1 ‘Originally this bequest had been intended to provide medals
for school children and some other educational purposes; in view of the
imnediate need of better roads, sidewalks, a town hall and Xarious town
facilities, the donor later changed the nature of the gift.” Officers for
the new town were elected and appointed at one of the sessions of the first
town meeting.” A town hall was begun the following year.4 Later a poor-
house was built,5 and several new schools.

The town suffered a serious setback on April 13, 1872, when a disas-
trous fire destroyed several of its most important buildings, including a
church, a hotel, and the enginehouse, and partially destroyed the library.
Many families were made homeless.! The fire caused an immediate effort
to be made to obtain a water system for protection and for domestic use.
Surveys were made8 and 2 committee later chosen to petition the General

Court for permission to esteblish such a syst m.9 The Court acted favorabl:

on this petition the following year.lo When finished the system had a col-
lecting well at what was called the Balch Meadow, 25 feet in diameter and
25 feet deep; 4.8 miles of pipe were laid and a reservoir built at the site
of the well, using water-power at first for its motive force.ll The systen
served an average daily consumption of 55,000 g

double this amount fifteen years later.19 Subsequent additions to the sys-
tern gave. it 28 pipe wells with an estimated 500,000 gallons extra capacity
in 1906,14 and a 45-foot standpipe 50 feet high in 1212. The latter addi-
tion gave the town a higher pressure.l5

Town Records, I, 31, 32, see entry 35.

Ibid., pp. 31, 34, 51, 89,790, "

Ibid., p. 8.

Tbidis j DD SIS00

Thildesiipe 291

bid.’y pp. 126, 521

Hurd, op. cit., II, 660.

Town Records, I, 89, 90, see entry 35.

Annual. Reports, 1888, water committee report, p. 3, see entry 2.
Acts, 1877, ch. 152; Town Records, I, 383-385, see entry 35.
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11. Anmual Reports, 1888, water committee report, pp. 4-13, see entry 2

12, 1Ibid., 1906, water committee report, p. 5.
13. Ibid

14, Ibfa., 1907, water committee report, pp. 3-10.
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Historical Sketch First

By the beginning of the present century the new town had made several
notable improvements in its management and operation. Bylaws adopted in
1882 had created a board of health;l the public library which had been
establishedﬁin 1871 was incorporated in 1894 and it moved into a building
of its own.® Two park sites had been donated for the use O' the citizens

and a board of park commissioners elected for their The
population of Ayer had grown faster than that of most £ v
in 1900 it was 2,446.% Two banks had been chartered,
tion had been QUvﬂOTlZLd by the General Courtd and at

been made to secure a municipal system of supply of
tion to the construction of new schools, the teaching
nd the town had been made part of a union

was reported

atsed development

y Devens.

12, facilitx

7Ty - mamrnl-
was a ﬂa:ged

concerns and

o

board of healtl
ire for the imm

a
ticularly Federal

1L

o 60.

3 : 719.

4. ac of the Bureau of Statistics of Labor, Census
of 1905, TSl

O. Acts, 1901, ch. 272; Hurd, op. cit., II, 661; see also Acts, 1875,

fo'

(o Me s IR W WS, NS

Town Records, I, 663, see entry 35.
Thiidi i pi AR5

- Annual Reports, 1898, report of special committee, p. 4, see entry 2.
9. 1 Iblid 000D 20, i

105 Thiidt 004 s ins 120

11, Thild s S 8@l inps 46/, A7 11902 | ipp. 2, 34,

12 bl S e ol sip izg

134 Eéigf’ QI B TNER

14. ¢ Thila e fon Gl i IS ion.a L ik nipa s

15. - Iblded dilgi6 iin. 98 1918 " pl i ve |
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First entry w». %6 Historical Sketch

in general, however, the cost of operating the town wus higher the year
after the ovenlng of the camp than it nai ever been.

The period of economic crisis which began in 1929 and continued
through the hurricane of 1938 has brought Ayer, 1: 5t other communi-
ties, certain serious problems, among them mounting of town govern-
ment and widespread unemployment. The town has received material aid in
the solution of many of these problems through the CWA, ERA, WPA and other
Federal agencies which have provided work for the jobless, loans to farm-
ers, house owners and business men, foodstuffs and clothing for needy fami-
lies and numerous other benefits. Through these projects the labor has
been provided for many general improvements in town buildings, parks
scboo3", etc. which otherwise might have proven a drain on the town's
appropriations.” The Federal programs have ass: 3d in meking old-age
and unemployment Daymnﬂtc-S projects have provided employment for women®
and others, the Civilian Conservetion Corps and iona l Youth Admin-
istration, have provided work and t tion for the youth.®°

mos

ot

he return of ppancy at Camp Devens virtually assured
1 and the ¢ I t it will make in Ayer's labor and in-
] ies, it oximity to tide-

Ayer appears to

tion for immediate

earl

dustry, its excellent ©
water at Boston and the
be one of those Massachu
future nrogress.

el i diy e 98 BN n D i lid Dt kA 67

2 iiibaidis e 1 93 Bt B B g B AT (O i (G BEm LS Qa0 7 En R B8
Dlen i AL 1939 in A S

4 e ThidN e 9B iein S 9,

[B) 4 A onloLy o LEEIoR - (8

6. The Boston Herald, Dec. 4, 1940. According to an article in

this issue, new barracks at the camp were being completed daily and

2,000 draftees could be received each three or four days in the following
Jamary. With some men from various parts of New England already at the
camp, plans were being made for the reception of a total of at least
9,000 during the first month of 1941.
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First entry p. 36 Governmental Organization

the town's Legal affairs. An advisory board of five members is appointed

by the SelGCu eP to investigate and consider all requests for departmental
appropriations. Other officers in this branch of town govermment are

the board of three auditors, three assessors, a tex collector, a town clerk,
and a treasurer.® A board of three commissioners directs the spending of
the income from two trust funds in possession of the town.3

A number of govermmental functions of the parent town of Groton were
largely centered in the section that later became Ayer for many years be-
fore the incorporation of the latter community. In these years, when the
section was known as South Groton and Groton Junction there were prudential
school committees as early as 1828; these committees were empoviered to make
certain physical improvements to their school buildings and to make other

i

L
recomnendations -and expenditures for their school dwuuvLch.4 At their re-
quest and at least partially under their direction various sums were spent

for the building and operation of the gC‘UOlolJ at one time these schools
eight teachers,® and for some time prior to Ayer's incorporation there had

been almost constant agitation for a public library and a high school in
the Junction.” During this period the Junction had its own lockup, engine-
house, fire force and armory.8 The earlier Groton annual reports show
numerous expenditures for the care of U%uwblu and transients in the Junctic
the building and upkeep of roads, culverts, bridges, and miscellaneous
items.? A liquor agent at the Junction made annual Pyurtb to the Groton
selectmen.l0 Such was tHe nature and condition of town property located
in the South Groton are of fnoﬁrb‘f n Aveﬂ agreed to pay

i
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its parent community a settlement. A smaller amount

was paid to the town of
With a few exceptions, the elected a slate of of

ficers that functioned in nearly sary department common to tow:
at that period. Three selectmen were elected to serve also as overseers c
the poor, and, at first, as also the assessors. A school committee of thr
was elected by the same method and for the same length of tenure still fol
lowed today. Other officers elected at the 1871 meeting lerk,

treasurer, tax collector (for a number of years he was the 1
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Governmental Organization

the lowest bid for the collection), three trustees of a $10,500 fund
donated to the town, three trustees for the public library established
that year, three surveyors of highways, four surveyors of lumber, two
constables, two field drivers, and two fence viewers A pound kegper and
a sealer of weights and measures were appointed by the selectmen.™ - Two
regular police officers, one special officer, and tw
pointed.® The town clerk served as the registrar of vot
creation of a board of registrars some years later

rds were ap-
rs until the
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he town meeting form of procedure was adonte
been used to the present time.* An act of the Gan
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First entry p. 36 Governmental Organization

reduced later.l Taxes were levied on 545 ratable polls in 1875,2 a number
greater than the total of polls in Groton;d six years later approximately
$1,000,000 of personal property and real estate was cited in the tax
returns.

A number of fires, at least one of them bringing widespread disaster,
and a general nced of adequate water supply caused the town to make a
survey for a municipal water system in 1880.° A committee was appointed
in 1886 to petition the General Court for permission to establish the
system,6 it was granted on April 5, 1887. The "Act to Supply the Town
of Ayer with Pure Water" provided that a board of three water commis-
sicners be set up, this board to exercise all powers granted to the town
by the water act subject to vote of the town. The act made the com-
missioners trustees of the sinking fund to be created to defray costs of
constructing the system. The town was permitted to take water from Sandy
Pond or other sources in Ayer and to issue notes or bonds to the extent
of $75,000./ The commissioners reported the following year that an engi-
neer had been employed, work begun on the system, and that some premises
were already being piped. A reservoir had been built and was in oper@tion.
Later improvements to the system gave udditiongl sources of supply*®
and a higher pressure than was at first provided.-—

8

ot K

)
L

The town did not receive a poor farm when it was separated. Ayer's
poor were cared for at first in the homes of citizens, the costs met by

town appropriation.Ll A committee of four persons was appointed in 1883

to erect a suitable building for the care of the poor at a cost not to
exceed $5,000. Two years later the overseers of the poor reported that
the poor farm had been put in operation and that a superintendent had been
engaged.*é Produce raised at the poor farm was later sold to help defray
the cost of operation of the institution = and for a number of years the
labor of the immates was used on the streets and highways.!® The decreasin
number of inmates at the farm in more recent years led to a movement to
sell it, but this action was not taken because of the nature of the bfé
quest that gave the town the land on which the poorhouse is situated.
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2. Census of Mass., 1875, I, 13.
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4, Annual Reports, 1881, p. 4, see entry 2.

5. Ibid., 1888, water committee report, p. 3.

6. Town Records, I, 359, see entry 35.

e JActie, 1887, chy 152 isecss il -10%

8. Annual Reports, 1888, water committee report, pp. 3-18, see

entry 2.

9. Acts, 1906, ch. 424; Annual Reports, 1929, p. 27, see entry 2.
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11. Ibid., 1872 (unfolioed).

12. Town Records, I, 291, see entry 35.

13. Annuel Reports, 1885, pp. 7-32, see entry 2.
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During the first decade after the incorporation of
sums were spent for medical care of presumably needy
the direction of the overseers of the poor 1
submitted by a cormittee in 1881, called for

of health of five members.? The overseers so
srs of this board S ' In 1895 | S
was fixed at three, one to beele
smber to serve for three years.4 This met}
nged.® Since 1889 the board has include
in the annual reports of town officers.
, years since 1893; ;6 some of its other
unimals,7 plum01ng 8 sWaugbfeﬂlngg and mi
physicians 2 The town contributes to
ated for the Middlesex County Tuberculos
a tract of land to be used for the
1 several years has made an annual
in it for the use of Ayer 15
hoba Associated Boards of Health, an
een towns, each town represented by
forty-two The association employs unﬂ
re

u milk inspectors, a director of
alth nurse, laboratory technicians,
;s of the local boards in the various ©
\ -,16 In 1937 the association moved intc

n i
)ssible through large donations

Notable additions
incorporation of

1. Ibid., 1872, 1873, 1874 (unfolioed).
2. Town Records, I, 262-276, see entry 35
3. Annual Reports, 1887, p. 32; 1890, pp.
4. Town Records, I, 581, see entry 35.
5] n
6

Annual Reports, 1939, p see entry
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13,  Thife, 1939, p. 197,
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16 ., 1931, pp. 144-146; 1939, Dp. 1
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Go
cen acquired in the separation from Groton were increased to eleven
schools, one high school, one mixed school, four primary and five grammar of
schools, conducted in four buildings owned by the town and one rented 60
building. A total of 523 children were enrolled in 1891, when the :
superintendent of schools published his first report to the school com- 18
mlbtee.g They were taught by twelve teachers.® The town still lagged hi

behind the state and Middlesex County in its expenditures for education,
however; its cost per pupil for 1891 was $12.81, compared with $14.85 for 1t
the state and $16.09 for the county.4 Several ycars leter, in 1905, Ayer! 50
expenditures was considerably higher, $18.16, but such had been the genera
increase throughout the state that Ayer was still 274th out of 353 me
Massachusetts towns.? A5 late as 1921 Ayer spent less per pupil for

aeducation than Shirley, Pepperell, Littleton, Townsend, Ashby, and

Groton, and less than one-half as much as the town of Harvafd.s

The enrollment of the Ayer schools has not undergone any great change

espite the fact that in one year it accepted 70 of Shirley's high school

pupils.7 There were 696 pupils enrolled in 1939, 271 of them in the high
i

school grades. The teaching personnel included supervisors of drawing,
music and physical education, principals, teachers, and a superintendent.®

The town's first fire department was the Colonel Needham Engine
Company, which served from 1871 to 1889, when it was disbanded.® One

hook-and-ladder company and two hose companies were set up in the latter

year 0 Including volunteer call men, the department at times had from

45 to 55 or more membero;]l a set of bylaws adopted by the fire department L
in 1905 fixed the personnel at three engineers, one forest fireward, and
six special fire police, all to be appointed by the selectmen, ten regular

and three call men in each of the hose companies. The hook-and-ladder
company was allotted fifteen regular and three

I ? call men, and each company
wae permitted to have its own captain 12 The fore fireward (later
called the forest warden) during some years was one of the fire engineers
The department employed a driver for its motor truck in 1919 and thereafter,”
and some years has appointed an inspector of petroleum. 15 There are threc
engineers in the department at present, one of them the chief.16 The lat

1. Ibid., 1891, school committee report, pp. 3, 4.
2 iiibaids
Slehiibiids
4, 1Ibid.
5. Ibid., 1906, school committee report, p. 18.
6 < bR O DR pC G TIBITNEN 68
7 ibidat 855 ppLs 96 1917
Sitinibidise i 11939 0 np it 8711884
9 lbiid o E88 T n 351
10 Bhdids
L ind t 882 SR p 0 i 8RO (NS .
ha b idRen 906 inL 52
13e Ibidi, 1887, p. 345 1889 ip, 45
ilid e islibitd el 919 WEpp . 20 381
L libiides SRi00 9 ntR S g BT Stimi 1138,
P6ieiiibiide 1989 sm s d o




21

Govermmental Organization First entry p

i § 7 B
of ficer serves under civil service regulations.

Police protection for the

town has been furnished by varying numbers of regular and special officers

appointed by the selectmen since 1871.
1879 referred to one of the police officers as chief;
im appear with the reports of other town officers after 1897.4

hir

some early years the police officers also served as lighters of

1 amps

to have the night officer serve also as janitor of

and enfo

rced the truancy laws,® and in one year the sele

The records of the selectmen for
reports signed by

During

the gt
ctmen v

the Town Hall.’ Th

reet
oted
o

chief of police, like the fire chief, is subject to civil service require-

ments.

Since 1890 the care of bridges, highways, streets, and sid

to 189
selec
tj{le S
were Sse
n appropr

cen supervised by a superintendent of streets, appointed by the

O there were highway surveyors some years O ang
tmen authorized certain expenditures on the road

superintendent of streets was one of the selectmen

parated in 1904. 2 Expenditures for roads have
iation and by other sums received through the st

dlesex uounty POW;]“&IOH8T°,l3 and some expenditures for bri
,w,partly borne by the town of Shirley.

vl

e

e

1 1871

hree librar

ces was es
manent trustees were first designated by the General Court a

time have
elects a

rust funds

to 1894 the Ayer Public Library was supervised by
v trustees elected by the town.l® The library w
d in 1894 by an act of the General Court and a board of six

<

tablished, in addition to three elected trustees

made replacements in their number by vote. 16

chairman and other officers and has entrusted to

ew:

in
S
wa

nd

created for the use of the library The library rece

bulk of its support from appropriations made by the town.l17”
14 dibid G B8 5 Dl O
2 Town Records, I, 38, 39, see entry 35; Selectmen's Records, I
olioed), see entry 1.
3¢ Thxds
4. Annual Reports, 1897, pp. 4, 25, 27, see entry 2.
5. ilibiide @ISR T AL
6. ibide Gk D B S
T/ ThideE sl 902 nen 28
8. Ibid 1938 pe 2%
9. Thid GBI 'pL 20
10, “dbidesi 1887 pai 835 1889 pe 194
11L S EbTdEaEI8B A DU 6 N 8B i ni b4
12. 1Ibid 19045 pa B34,
13. Ibid., 1906, p. 24; Town Records, II, 142, see entry 35
14. Annual Reports 1913, pp. 34, 35, see entry 2.
15. Ibid., 1895, library trustees' report, pp. 2-12; Town Records,
15, see entry 35.
16. Aetig, 1894, ch. 23, secs. 1-4,
17. Annual Reports, 1939, pp. 146, 197, see entry 2.
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A board of three park commissioners directs the work and operation
of the town's four parks.l A "park or commons committee" of three members
appears in the town records for 1871;2 the present system of electing
one commissioner for three years at each annual town meeting has been
followed since 1900. The warrant for the 1903 town meeting asked that
the office of park commissioners be entered on the ballot;4 it has ap-
peared with other positions to be filled from that time to the present.5

From time to time the town has been the recipient of certain large
gifts for education, town operation, and other purposes. One such gift
was made in 1871 when Dr. J. C. Ayer gave the town $10,500. Three persons

were elected trustees of this fund.® A second fund was established in 1920,

when the will of a former Ayer resident bequeathed $1,000 to the town,
its income to be used to aid the poor not residing at the poor farm or
deriving their whole support from the town. A board of three trustees
was sgain elected; for a number of years it was known as the board of
trustees of this 1920 fund.7 _After 1929, when $15,000 was donated to

the town for education, the trustees were called the commissioners of

the trust funds. The three members of the commission are elected for thre
years, one member at each anmual meeting.

Improved methods of keeping the town accounts and a closer control
over appropriations have been found necessary to keep pace with mounting
costs of town operation in recent years. From two to three auditors
reported annual inspections of some accounts since 1874;° in 1904 they
reported an audit of the books of the treasurer, tax collector, selectmen
and the water committee.lC Two years later the town meeting voted that
in the future the auditors would audit all town accounts each year.ll
Another vote in 1908 ordered that the treasurer be bonded,12 and a re-
vision of the bylaws in 1912 gave him custody of all bills, receipts,
etc., except the receipt for his own bond.13 An attempt was made to
secure the employment of an accountant in 1913, but the motion put
before the town meeting was indefinitely tabled.14 An important change
in the method of making appropriations for departmental expenditures

Ebide, 1.939, p.i 6
Town Records, I, 15 to 163 passim, see entry 35.
Ehdidst, ipes (7165
Annual Revports, 1903, p. 66, see entry 2.
Fhide 1959 L ine 6%
Town Records, I, pp. 31, 32, see entry 35.
Annual Reports, 1920, p. 83, see entry 2.
Town Records, II, 662, see entry 35; Annual Reports, 1939,
p. 6, see entry 2.

9. Ibid., 1874 (unfolioed); 1881, p. 20.

10. Ibdidid 190475 pet Dl
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11. Ibid., 1906, p. 83.
12. Ibid., 1908, p. 64.
15, 0 Fbid. . 1912, pil 78,
14, +3bid., 1915, p; 22,
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s introduced in 1917, when an amendment to the bylaws_ created an advisory
mittee of three members, appointed by the selectmen.l The membership
committee was later inereased to five.2

«

0 cI11S

A number of activities connected with the operation of the town have
carried on by committees or other bodies not functioning as town

but often receiving appropriations from the town for their work.
activity has been the decoration of the graves of Ayer soldiers
ilors, first undertaken by the George S. Boutwell Post, GAR, in 1876
town uppropr1831on.5 The local post of the American Legion later
yided in the work of decoration,4 and in 1932 the legion, the GAR and the
sterans of Foreign Wars combined their efforts in the work.? For many
committee of five citizens was appointcd annually to arrange a

g 8

urth of July celebration; various sums were taken from the treasury for
purpose > A committee of three acted as a town forest committee in
nd for some years afterward; with a part of its expenses paid by the
forestry committee it planted and weeded trees and did other work to
a town forest. While the committee made no formal report of its
1, expenses for the town forest were included in the annual
) LQZB.B A body called the Ayer Improvement Society functioned
88, reporting the former year that it had spent a sum of
ing out tress” and in the latter year that it had made a
sidewalks in the town.-— The Ayer Law and Order League
sum from the town in 1885, presumably for work done in
the enforcement of liquor laws.ll One of the most recent
ese committees was the Civic Welfare Committee, organized in 1932 as
learinghouse for the problems of relief in Ayer." Its membership was
e up of representatives from the board of selectmen, the board of trade,
some women's and civic organizations.-
nce 1933 Ayer has received the benefit of CWA, ERA, WPA, and other

adn 1utratwons. In addition to the distribution of
er cormmodities, the government-aided projects
buildings, parko, the water system and town
projects were approved; they included work

food, clothing,
have imnroved streets,
propertie In one year
on the dralnage system,

1. Town Records, II, 293, 294, see entry 35.
2. Annual Reports, 1933, p. 17, see entry 2; By-Laws, art. IX, secs.
4, see entry 67.
3. Annual Reports, 1876, p. 12, see entry 2.
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Pirst entry p. 36 Governmental Organization

tennis courts, and a $20,000 fire and police department building,1 in an-
other year there were projects for farm-to-market roads, painting schools,
gypsy-moth control, and a sewing project for women.2 The combined wages
paid on ERA and CWA projects for one year totaled nearly $40,000. A
member of the board of selectmen was the Ayer CWA administrator in 1933;4
in other years local administrators or WPA sponsors' agents have been
appointed.5

The costs of operating the town have risen tremendously since Ayer's
incorporation. While the total amount raised by taxes for operation was
less than $10,000 in 1871,6 four decades later the appropriations were
$77.500;7 in 1918 a total of approximately $125,000 was apgropriated,a
and in 1939 the appropriations were in excess of $150,000.% Some of the
cause for the sharp increase in governmental cost is due to the existence
at present of departments like the board of health and the water depart-
ment which did not figure in the first appropriations; other reasons can
be found, too, in the fact that many departments like the school system,
the overseers of the public welfare, and the police department have
greatly expanded the scope of their ?%tivities to keep Ayer in step with
the growth of the rest of the state.™

TR TH OB DL 16k

o THIAL, 1957 p. Bl

3. Ibid., 1934, p. 77.

4y Tbids, 1933 p.ii176.

B W Tbildi 6 1935, pt (867 11957, pi 61
6. Ibid., 1872 (unfolioed).

7 Ibilale ¢ 1908 ipsiiE6.,

8. Ibid., 1918, pp. 145, 146.

9. TpAds 19895 'pps 197, 198,
10. Ibid., 1939, pp. 42-192 passim.

Sch
Hig

Put




Q0
(93]

listorical Sketch First entry p. 36

COST OF TOWN OPERATION

Appropriations for Some Major Departments, 18711 to 1939

Department 1871 1881 1908 1939
Schools $3,000 $3,500 $10,250 $43,389
Highways 500 800 4,000 11,5002
Town Incidentals 3 5009 2,500 4,000 4,000%
Public Welfare 1,200 2,500 36 , 3250
Notes and Interest 4,000 2,000 12,000
Fire Department 800 1,600 5,500
Town Library sl 200 ___800 1,700
$7,000 $13,000 #25,150 $114, 414

This table does not show all town departments; those shown are depart-
ients in which marked increases occurred.

1. The 1871 figure is based on the amount-raised by taxation for the
peration of the departments shown. The 1939 figure is the appropriation
ecormended by the advisory committee.

2. The high appropriation for 1939 included maintenance of Chapter
) highways and $500 spent for road machinery.

2. Town incidenbals for 1871 may have included public welfare.

A. This sum is listed "Miscellaneous" for 1939.

5. The 1939 public welfare figure represents expenditures for ad-
tration outdoor relief, indoor relief, aid to dependent children,
ers' relief, and old age assistance.

TABLE OF TAX AGGREGATES

Polls, Houses, Personal and Other Property, 1881-1939

1881 1912 1921 1939
Polls 540 840 744 1,010
Houses Assessed 351 722
Real Property $2,514,665 $2,946,450
Personal Property  $995,014% 82 207 4821 & 626,678 '$ 575,125
Acres Land Assessed 4,165
Tax Rate $14.00 $17.20 $28.60 © $34.80°

1l.- These figures are totals of real and personal property.
2. Included in the 1939 tax receipts were 1031 motor vehicles with
a total valuation of $210,035, and income and corporation taxes.
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SPECIAL COMMITTEES Go%s

DATE FOQUND IN: MBRS. PURPOSE
1871 Town Rec. I, 33 3 To ask that gift to town be modified T
1873 Ann. Repts. (no p.) - To act as town house committee Date
1873 Ibid. - Fire Relief Fund committee s
1873 Ibid. - tAyer Levee Committee" (no explanation 193

in report)
1886 Town Rec. I, 359 - To petition General Court for water systen 193(
1888 Ann. Repts., p. 18 3 To act as committee on sidewalks
1888 Ibid., p. 34 3 To relocate certain streets 193
18¢7 Ibid., p. 35 3 To act in matter of grade crossings
1898 Ibid., pp. 1-8 8 To consider electric lighting
1906 iLbid<i i p. 65 5 To consider municipal electricity
1907 Thide, p. 69 3 To act with selectmen on new walk across

railroad 193
1907 Tbide’s Dol S 4 To act as building committee for new school : 193
1910 b Qs pleii7.7 5 To consider improved fire protection
1910 Ibid., p. 94 3 To make bylaw revisions
1915 Ebiden: pe 22 %) To stage Fourth of July celebration
1915 Ibid., Feb. p. 24 3 To act with fire engineers on alarm whistle
1916 Ibhidey p. 21 3 To investigate fire alarms
1917 ThidSnt p. 29 - To consider improvements on water systen
1918 EbXdship.i 38 7 To investigate fire apparatus additions
1918 DAL D4 5 To act with selectmen on fire, police

; building

1919 Town Rec. II, 373 5 To investigate need for sewers
1919 Ann. Repts., p. 14 9 To act with selectmen, engineers, on motor

fire apparatus
1919 Thids i pi 58 10 With selectmen, to welcome soldiers no
1920 Tbid., Ds.12 3 To consider salaries of town officers
1920 Ibid., p. 12 3 To prepare tax bills
1921 Ebidesep. 20 6 Selectmen and water commissioners, to

study improvements
1922 Tbids, peild 6 To act with selectmen, school comm., on

] new schools

1923 Ibids, p. 14 4 With scheool committee, to recommend new

high school
1923 EbEdS s p2 9 To act with selectmen on memorial to war

dead
1924 Tbiidss pe 10 7 To act with selectmen on new school er
1925 Ibid:, pp. 102, 105 6 To make recormendations on poor farm ou
1925 Ebiids s pe i 07 3 With selectmen and fire engineers, to e

: consider additional work for fire truck

driver
1.926 Tl s DDt iy 18 3 To act with overseers on refitting poor famm
1926 biidse, ipe 1l 3 To study water improvements with water comms
1927 Ibid..'p. 20 5 With selectmen, on highway equipment
1928 Ibid. ;- .pps 102, 1033 To consider town forest
1929 Ibid., p. 99 145 To arrange tercentenary celebration

1930 Tbids,  ps 14 12 To act with selectmen on "01d Home Day"
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Govermiental Organization First entry p. 36
SPECIAL COIMMITTEES
Date FOQUND_IN: I1BRS. PURPOSE
1930 Tbiids%pL o6 3 To nominate 10 members of school build-
ing comm.
1930 10 To act as committee on new school
building
1932 I eyb(eh s 1005, d4(0) 5 To maeke recommendations on Washington
St. School
: PALD 5] To consider questions of town government
1933 e oyials 2 With moderator, to consider preserving
town records
1 Ibid., p. 14 5 To act on grade .crossings
1 Tbiide ¥ ps 14 3 To act with water commissioners on ex-
tending mains
Records System
town of Ayer is of comparatively recent origin, it is not
at its records show no serious gaps. It cannot be said that
department is the center of the record-keeping system, as the
reasurer, and water commissioners® departments have an ap-
03 21y equal number of records.
The assessors, board of public welfare, and park commissioners show
no minutes of meetings, and it is recommended that these departments keep

Although the registrars of voters, commissioners of trust
committee, trustees of Ayer Library, and board of health
of meetings (entries 77, 171, 175, 193, 229), in no case
ds begin with the date of inception of the department.

it was necessary to assign many descrivtive or explana-
ndicates that many ‘of the records are neither marked nor well
, and it is suggested that steps be taken to remedy this situation.

requiring indexing were found to be indexed; however,
21 3, 205, 215, 231, 232, and 297 are not so provided, and in
our opinion indexes to these records would be an improvement in Ayer's
record-keeping system.
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lousit
HOUSING, CARE, AND ACCESSIBILITY OF RECORDS of !
e
The Town Records of Ayer, most of which are kept in the Town Hall,
r the most part in good condition and easily accessible, with the
two depositories which serve as storerooms for records not L

The present Town Hall, constructed soon after the incorporation of
the town in 1871, is a three-story building of artistic design. All
devositories are conveniently located on the street floor.

The vault and storeroom need immediate consideration for future
service. Due to the faulty arrangement, poor accessibility, lack of pro-
tection from fire, and limited space in these depositories it is earnestly
recommended that an additional vault be constructed to relieve these un-
satisfactory conditions.

Other public buildings housing records for their respective depart-
ments are as follows: the Town Infirmary, the Ayer Library, the Fire
Station, the Ayer High School, and the Ayer Water Works.

The following tables summarize conditions for the housing of records us
in the public buildings of Ayer: i

TOWN HALL, EAST IMAIN STREET, AYER

Depository General Vault _ Assessors' Room Store Room Selectmen's Room
Tocation 1st Floor 1st Floor 1st Floor 1st Floor
*Dimensions 8Lx6:x8 13x16x10 12xbx? 12x20x10
Cu. Ft. 425 2080 42 2400
Class of
Construction ist 2nd 3rd 2nd
Shelving Steel Wood Wood Wood
Containers Steel Wood Wood Wood
Light Poor Good None Good
Phys. Cond. Good Good Poor Good
Accessibility  Fair Good Poor Fair
Arrangement Fair Good Poor Fair
Fut. Cap. None Ample None None
Department
using Town Clerk Assessors Selectmen Assessors
Selectmen Town Clerk Town Clerk
Treasurer Assessors Selectmen
Assessors; Tax Collector; Bd. of Pub, Wel
Bd. of Pub.Wel; Agent for Tax Coll.,
Bd. of Health; Water Comus. Treasurer,
Reg. of Voters; Supt. of Tree Warden,
Sch.; Sealer of Wts.& Mrs. Supt. of Sts, _

*¥Dimensions are given in length by width by height in feet.
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Care and Accessibility

First entry

Yo
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FIRE STATION

AYER HIGH SCHOOL

AYER WATER WORKS

s —

pepository Engineers' Rm. Supt's Off. Room 9 Supt's Off. Loft
Tocation 1st Fl. 2nd F1. 1st F1 1st F1. Attic
¥Dimensions lQ%xl&%xlS 16x12x10 18x18x10 12x12x13 47x25%6
Cu, Ft. 4241% 1920 3240 1872 7050
1ass of
Const. 1st 3rd 3rd 2nd 3rd
Shelving Wood Steel ,wood Steel ,wood Wood Wood
Containers Wood Steel ,wood Wood Wood Paper.bdl.
Good Good Good Good None
Good Good Fair Fair Fair
i Good Fair Good Good Fair
Arrangement Good Fair Good Good Good
"ut. Cap. Ample None Ample Ample Ample
apartment Fire Engs. School Com. School Com. Water . Water
using Supt. of Supt. of Comms. Comms.
Schools Schools

*Dimensions are given in length by width by height in feet

In addition to the public buildings already mentioned there are
scords stored in private depositories as follows:

First National Bank

Alfred P. Richardson
Berton Williams
Esther A. Stone
Ralph H. Richardson
Hill's Drug Store

Safety deposit box of
Mr. Berfton Williams
47 Highland Ave.

86 Pleasant St.
45 Washington St.
8 Washington St.
East Main St.

Library Trustees Records

Library Trustees Records
Library Trustees Records
Supt. of Schools Records
Comms. of Trust Funds
Water Comms..Records




30

ABBREVIATIONS SYMBOLS AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Abbreviations and Foreign Terms

alph, alphabetically hdw. handwritten

arr..: arranged, arrangement ibid. in the same place

art. article Lib. Library

Ave. Avenue Mass. Massachusetts

bdl.(s) bundle(s) no. (s number(s)

ch, chapter nun. numerically

chron. chronologically ORf. office

Cilve clerk (oX )y ek v work cited

Co. Company P. DD. page, pages

comms, commissioners pud. printed

dept. department h 11 R roomn

discont. discontinued sec. . section

ed. editor Secy. secretary

env, (s) envelope(s) sel. selectmen

estab, established Slets Street

et. seq. and following pages strm. storeroom

ete. and so forth supt. superintendent

Bl floor SIS & Town Hall

B, file box(es) treas. treasurer

g file drawer(s) va. . vault

gen, eneral vol.(s}. volume(s)

Symbols

- continues to date 3 equivalent

¥ inches X by

4 Teet e denotes ommission in
quoted matter

Explantory Notes

Inventory Arrangenment

The city and town offices are arranged in the order of their im-
portance from a functional viewpoint, with related offices grouped to-
gether., Records within an office are classified bv subject. Within each
subject classification entries are listed in the order of their importance
and, for records considered of equal importance, a chronological sequence
is used.

Titles

Exact titles of records are shown in upper case without parentheses.
The contents of untitled records are indicated by assigning titles to them.

Expla

Title
an ex
such

enclo

i3 us

serie

"alsc
10WT
sontsa

T M
alony
and ¢
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Explanatory Notes First entry p. 36

Titles of this kind are shown in upper case enclosed by parentheses. When
an exact title does not adequately describe the true nature of the record,
such information is inserted in the title line but in the ‘lower case and
enclosed within parentheses. The current or most recent title of a record
s used as the entry title, and any variation of title within the record
series is noted.

éabeligg

The numbering, lettering or other markings on a record are shown in
rerentheses following the quantity

Title-line cross references are used to show the continuity of a
ecord series which has been kept separately for a perlod of time and with
ther records for different perlous of time An example is shown in entry
16: "1872-1917 in (Property) Tax (Commitment) List, entry 114. There is
.O&lCouonding body-of-entry reference in entry 114, showing the title
d entry number of the record from which the cross reference is made:
also contains: Poll-tax commitment list, 1872-1917, entry 116." Dates
wown in the body-of-entrv reference are only for the part of the record
yntained therein, and are shown only when they vary from those shown in
he title line of the entry.

Title-line cross references are also used in artificial entries; i.e.,
hose set up for a reco“d which is not kept separately, but is found in
more records of miscellaneous content, such as entry 207 As indi-
.ed in the example shown above, there are corresponding bod V—OL*GntTY
.ferences from entries 70-ii and 205-ii to entry 207. Separate third-
ragraph cross references from entry to entry and "See also" references
ith subject headings or subheadings are used to show prior, subsequent
closely related records which are not parts of the same series.

If there is no index to a record, the fact is stated in the entry.
no mention is made of the absence of an index, it is either contained
the entry or in a separate entry, immediately following it, if possi-

nsions

Except where otherwise indicated, dimensions of volumes, file boxes,
r maps are show in inches; dimensions of volumes in the order of length
along binding edge, width, and thickness; dimensions of file cases, boxes
nd drawers in the order of height, width and depth.
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First entry p. 36 Explanatory Notes

Location

The location noted is that of the date of the final field check of
the inventory, approximately four months prior to publication. Many
records, especially current ones, are in constant use by officials, and
subject to frequent transfer from office to vault or from vault to office,
Shifts from one vault to another also occur, but less frequently. The
Historical Records Survey cannot guarantee that the record will be found
in the location noted, but merely that the record was found there at the
date of the inventory field check.

Condition of Records

If no comment is made regarding the condition of records, it may be
assumed to be satisfactory.
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PART B. TOWN OFFICERS AND THEIR RECORDS

I. BOARD OF SELECTMEN:

When three selectmen were elected at the first town meeting to serve
for one year, thevowere given the additional duties of assessors and over-
seers of the poor.“ They filled the former office most years until 1886,
vhen a vote of the town officially separated the two offices.® With few
exceptions, they have been elected overseers at each annual town meeting
to the present time.é Two of the exceptional years were 1890 and 1915;
in the former vear only two of the selectmen were overseers,5 and in the
latter a separate board of three overseers was elected.b

During some years the selectmen have held other town offices, either
s a board or as individuals. With two other citizens, the selectimen
scted as the board of health from 1887 to 188957 In the latter year they
11so signed themselves highway surveyors,8 and were the commissioners of
he sinking fund that had been established when the town borrowed a sum
»f money for the construction of its water system.g One of the selectmen
ias also a truant officer in some years.lo In 1894 and for some years
hereafter one of the selectmen was the superintendent of streetst! and
in 1904 one was also the town treasurer.l®

Between the establishment of the office and the present time the
owers of the selectmen have been exercised in most of the town departments.
ince the first town meeting they have made recommendations, appointments,
14 expenditures in connection with fire department.l3 They acted with
he firewards in 1872 to study the placement of certain reservoirs;14
hey appointed three engineers, one of them a chief, in 1875,15 and have

1. For statutory origin and development of this office, see Town
nd City Govermment in Massachusetts.

2. Town Records, I, 8, see entry 35.

3. EbAidL D 543,

4, Ibid., p. 418; Annual Reports, 1939, p. 3, see entry 2.
Bt ihidL < 1890 peilds

6. Hbids {iDeck 915 pGads

7. SHbHde W 1887 Sipe n 525 188 tiip s dd

8, Tbidi 1889, pi 45

9. ' Ibdid.. D. 45

10, ih¥ds 1884« ipuald.s

11, Ibid., 1894, p. 2; 1904, p. 34.

=

]
—
o'
e
fo¥}

9 < 1904 D 125k

13. Town Records, I, 19; 90, 95, 161; II, 376, 377, see entry 35.
14, vIbid.; T,290=95.

15, kbdde, T, 361,
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jointed a forest fire warden in some years.® Regular and special police
officers have been anpoigted by the selectmen since shortly after the in-
corporation of the town,~ and the selectmen direct the chief of police

in the enforcement of certain town ordinances affecting junk, traffic,
taxicabs, and minor law violations.® Their control over matters affecting
the roads, streets, sidewelks, and bridges dates back to the first corpo-
rate vear of the community% at times they have been empowered to lay out
streets, 4 nave petitioned the Commonwealth or the county commissioners

for other streets and improvenents,5 and they have appointed a superin-
tendent of streets since this office was made separate from the functions
of the selectmen themselves.® While the selectmen have not acted in a
directly supervisory capacity in connection with schools, there have been
nccasions when they have 1unhtloncd with the school committee on certain
school matters.? They also served as a special commititee in the interest
of the public library when thcv accepted in 1871 a donation which helped
establish that ,,utlthtldn<8 They servgd asg part of a committee in 1872
to decide a“location Tfor the Town Hall. .~ In .legal affgirs affecting the

i the selectmen are empowered under the bylaws to act as counsel

such legal assistance as they deem necessary to the town's
best interests.iO

ma' tained a partial supervision over the
and expenditures were reported almost
‘ous sums were voted to the selectmen's

L

1 . 1
tures.t: For many years they exercised the
es

The selectmen have alway
town's finances. Early recei
solely by the selectmen and
care for necessary town expendi
power to transfer unused balance o)
this power was abolished by vote in 1

s

2
rom one town department to another 12

921.13 In 1917 it was voted that an
.

advisory uoarl of three members be established,”* and from 1920 to 1933
the ] three appointments.1® They began ap-
a ory committee in the latter year, after
1. Annual Renorts, 1901 p. 3, see entry 2.
2. Town Records, I, 38, 39, see entry 35; Selectmen's Records, 1879
(unfolioed), see entry 1; Annual Reports, 1888, p. 49, see entry 2.
3. By-Laws, art. V, secs. 1, 2, art. VII, art. X, sec. 21, see entry
4, Annual Reports, 1900, p. 66, see entry 2.
5, Town Records, I, 96, see entry 35.
6. Annual Reports, 1904, p. 34, see entry 2.
7, Ibid,, 1873, p. 126; 1886, school committee report,.p. 6; 1922, p.
8, Town Records, I, 14, 15, see entry 35.
O Thadsst pps 89, 903
10. By-Laws, art. III, sec, 1, see entry 67.

11. Annual Reports, 1872-1875 (unfolioed) gee entry 2; Town Records,
I, 19, see entry 35.

12. Annual Reports, 1904, p, 59, see entry 2.

198 bl s 9215 - ppiii80 81

14, Town Records, II, 293-4, see entry 35.

15, Annual Reports, 1920, p. 78; 1928, p. 3; 1933, p. 17, see entry

s

()

n
sl
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Board of Selectmen fieo

+he bylaws had been amended to permit the 1ncrease.l In one year, 1914,
the selectmen were given authority to examine all town departmental accounts
and to approve all bills for payment

Since 1885 the selectmen have annually appointed a board of three

registrars of voters (with whom the town clerk serves as clerk of the
regi traru)'5 they have appointed a sealer of weights and measures since
1871 and have appointed varying numbers of weighers of coal. They them-
selves served in 1932 as part of a committee on givic welfare to act as a

clearing-house for the problem of public relief,” and in 1933 the local
Clvil Works Administrator was one of the selectmen.’ In 1931 the ey were
given the authority to certify applications for free hospitalization at
the Community Memorial Hospital at the expense of the town.

Although efforts have been made to change the method of election of
he selectmen, providing three-year terms and the election of only one
slectman at each annual meeting,g they are still elected by ballot for
ne-year term at each annual mesting.-

Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the general vault,
own Hall.

Minutes and Reports

1. (MINUTES OF MEETINGS), 1871-- 4 vols.
{scussion and decisions regarding tax assessments, appointment of officers,
anting of licenses and petitions, approval of bills, drawing of jurors,
ay-out of roads, perambulation of town lines; place, date of meeting.
chron. by date of meeting. No index. Hdw. 800 pp. 14 x 9 x =

o .

o ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES OF THE TOWN OF AYER,
1879--. 4 broadsides in 1 folder (unlabeled), 60 reports bound
in 7 vols. (1-7, dated); 5 vols. (dated). Title varies slightly.
eports of town officers and committees giving summary of work accomplished
d recommendations. Also contains warrants for town meetings and jury lists.
T, by subject. Indexed alph. by subject. Ptd. 1 folder, 1872-75, 1O X6
vols. (bound reports), 1876-1935, 700 to 1800 pp. 10 x 6 x 2 to 10 x 6 %53

vols., 1936--, approx. 200 pp. 10 x 6 x%. tate Library, State House, Boston.
1. Ibid.; By-Laws, Art. IX, secs. 1, 4, see entry 67.
2. Annmual Reports, 1914, p. 116, see entry 2.
S Tbdidey, 1885, D 164
4, Town Records, I, 8, see entry:35.
5: Annual Reports, 1888, p. 49; 1208, p. 4; 1911, p. 115; 1939, p. 5,
ee entry 2.
6, Tibiidse, 1 932 ppii 103, 104
At ani(el 5 L eRes Se oy ST <
8. Town Records, II, 710, see entry 35.
9, Annual Reports, 1924, pp. 7, 17, see entry 2.
105 e Tintde 0B O pi 6
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Financial Records

3. SELECTMEN'S LEDGER, 1921, 1931--. 5 vols.
Record of departmental accounts: Name of departiment; amount of town ap-
propriation; amounts, dates of receipts, expenditures; monthly total re-
ceipts, expenditures; balance. Arr. alph. by name of dept. No index.
Hdwail iS00I sl ot 9 =S4 volls S I9oNEENg i S5l e niitvaidsil Sy ol i
1936--, filing cabinet, sel. rm., T.H.

4. (Copies of) SELECTMEN'S ORDERS (on Treasurer), 1931--. 25 f.b.,
8 bdls. (dated and labeled by contained order nos.). Prior
records destroyed.

Name of department, payee; amount, purpose, number, date of order; amount,

date of payment; signatures of selectmen. Arr., num. by order no. No index

Haws: on iped. Form. 29t ibiy

For original orders, se

TREASURER), 1888-1955. 8 v
.omits.signatures cf.oel c
Hdw. on ptd. form. 4JO.pp. (s b Al e

6. LICENSES AND Sic e follderein G Tasdi

C
o]
o)
el
®
0]
O
b

Copies of auct"or eer,

house, junx dealer, S

permits to sell and s
i

powling and pool, innholder, lodging
aimment licenses; firearm permits,
oiil, to sell wood or denatured
alcohol, to sell second-! to locate advertising signs, to
transport trees Name of muni ; name, address of applicant; purpose,
period, date of issue of 11cens 3 szonature of applicant, approval of
selectmen. Arr. chron. by date of issue. No index. Hdw., typed., hdw.
or typed on ptd. form. 11% x 15% x 24%. Filing cabinet, sel. rm., T.H.

7. COPY OF LICENSE TO CARRY A PISTOL OR REVOLVER, 1922--. 11 vols.
Name, address, sex, physical description of licensee; place, date of birth
date of naturalization (if foreign-born); number, purpose, period, date
of issue of license. 1935-- includes photograph of licensee. Arr. chron
by date of issue. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 50 pp. 4 x 7 x 1. 7 vols,,
1922-23, 1926--, gen. va.; 4 vols., 1923-26, off. of chief of police, T.H.

8. (Copies of) PERMITS TO SELL FIREARMS, 1924--., 1 vol.
Name of municipality; name of dealer or owner, maker, person making sale,
person to whom delivered; name, address, age, sex, occupation of purchaser;
neme of employer of purchaser, if any; calibre, maker's number, type of
firearm; date and hour-of delivery of firearm; number, dates of issue and
expiration of permit; signature of purchaser, remarks. Arr. num. by
permit no. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 50. pp. 4 x 6% x 1 Tabile
drawer, sel. rm., T.H,

14 x 105 x 4%; 8 bdls., 1931--, 8 x 6 x

B

S o

=

R
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Board of Selectmen- Licenses and = ioTis|
Permits

9. (STUBS OF MISCELLANEOUS LICENSES), 1927, 1929--. -3.vols.
Name, business address of licensee; number, purpose, dates of issue =:d
expiration of license. Arr. chron. by date of issue. No index. Hdw. on
ptd. form. 25 pp. 14 x 6 x 1/16. Filing cabinet, sel. rm., 1Dl

10. (BOSTON AND MAINE BUS LICENSES), 1927-29. 1 folder.

Neme, address of licensee; conditions, date of license; route to be fol-
lowed; signatures of selectmen. No obvious arr. No index. Hdw. on ptd.
form. 15 x 10 x 1.

11. (RECORD OF LICENSES GRANTED TO -AUCTIONEERS), 1898-99. 1 vol.
Neme of licensee, amount of fee paid, date of issue of license, signatures
of selectmen. Arr. chron. by date of issue. No index. Hdw. 100 pp.

o b
8% x 7' x5,

Petitions
See also entry 29-ii)

12.. (PETITIONS OF INHABITANTS FOR LAYING OUT NEW ROADS), 1854-1924.
2 bdls.
Signatures, addresses of petitioners; location, boundaries of proposed
road; date of petition Includes reports by selectmen giving reason for
approval. Arr. by date of petition. No index. Hdw., typed. 10 x 4 x 4.
13. (Reports on) PETITIONS AND PLANS FOR LAYTNG OUT HIGHWAYS, 1854-
1924 intermittently. 1 f.D
teports to selectmen by engineer of highway department: Location, esti-
nated cost of proposed highway; smount of highway appropriation already
11ocated under coniracts, records of bids on proposed highway, date of
report, signature of engineer. Includes orders to constables to notify
abutting property owners. Arr. chron. by date of report. No index.
ldw., hdw..on ptd. form. 14 x 10% x 4%.

14. (Public Utilities) PETITIONS, 1915-22. 1 f.b.
Petitions from Ayer Electric Light Company, New England Telephone and
Telegraph Company, Fitchburg and Leominster Street Railway, and Lowell and
Fitchburg Street Railway for permission to erect poles, wires, and conduits,
and to maintain all other property necessary to give service: Name of
npany; text date of petition, signatures of petitioners. No obvious arr.
No index. Hdw. 13 x 11 x 5.

15. (PETITION OF NEW ENGLAND POWER COMPANY TO CONSTRUCT TRANSHMISSION
LINES), 1927-28. 2 sheets.
Permission to locate, construct, meaintain, and operate transmission lines
across public highways: Names of highways; specifications regarding poles,
wires, conduits; date of petition, signatures of petitioners. Typed.
1Y xeotEsiSheiite
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16. (PETITIONS FOR SALE OF LIQUOR AND FOR APPOINTMENT OF LIQUOR AGENTSL
May 1871 (= vAprelid s 18720 i Shdidis

. Petitions by certain inhabitants urging selectmen to insert articles in town-

meeting warrants to vote upon the sale of liquor and to appoint liquor agents:

Text date of petition; signatures of petitioners. Arr. chron. by date of

pvetition. No index. Hdw. 8 x 35 x %. Strm., TaH.

ey

State and Military Aid

17. (APPLICATIONS FOR MILITARY AID), 1916--. 1 f.d.
Name, age, address, period of service of applicant; place, date of enlist-
ment; name of regiment or vessel to which assigned, date of discharge from
service; date of application, signature of applicant, attestation of
justice of the peace. Arr. alph. by name of applicant., No index. Hdw.
on ptd. form. 11% x 15% x 28k Sel. rm., T.H.

18. (RETURN OF MILITARY AID), 1931--. 1 f.d.
Monthly returns of military aid granted, sent to commissioner of state
aid and pensions: Name of veteran, regimental and company designations or
name of vessel to which assigned, monthly amount of aid granted or pension;
name of recipient, relationship to veteran. Includes certification of
return: Name of town, certification of truthfulness of return, date there-
of, signatures of selectmen; attestation, signature of justice of the
peace, date of oath. Arr. alph. by name of veteran or recipient. No inde:
Hdw. on ptd. form. 11% x 15% x 23%. Sel. rm., T.H.

19. (CERTIFICATE OF REASONS FOR DISBURSING STATE AND MILITARY AID),
1931--. 1 f.d.

Name, age, address, financial resources of applicant; nature and extent
of disability; amount, nature of previous aid received; whether relief
temporary; names, number of dependents; date of application for aid,
signatures of selectmen, attestation of justice of the peace. Arr. alph.
by name of recipient. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 11% x 15% X 25%.
Seligirmei TIHS

20, STATE AID (and Soldiers' Relief), 1909-31. 1 vol.
Record of aid rendered to volunteers or their beneficiaries in state aid
and soldiers' relief cases: Name, address, relationship to volunteer of
beneficiary;  name, address of volunteer; regimental, company designation;
signature of benéficiary.or volunteer acknowledging monthly payment;
amoung, date of payment. No obvious arr. No index. Hdw. 125 pp. 14 x
12 xiee

Plans

21, (PLAN OF RATILROAD GRADE CROSSING QN HAIN STREET), Mar. 1915.
1 plan, )
Communication plan showing profile of Nashua.branch of Bosten and Maine
Railroad: :Names, locations, dimensions of.streets; location of.proposed
crossing, poles, gates, Ayer railroad station. Draftsman unknown; Pratt
& Davis, publisher; place of publication unknown. Blueprint. 1":30'.

29% x 19%.




P

Board of Selectmen - Plans [22-29]

20, (Plans of) POLE AND WIRE TOCATIONS (of) AYER ELECTRIC LIGHT CO.,
July 20, 1916. 2 plans.

communication plans showing proposed pole locations, together with loca-

tion of hydrants and abutting property lines. Author, publisher, place

of publication unknown. Blueprint. 1":80' 11% x 8%.

23, (PLAN OF WOODLAWN CEMETERY), 1928. 1 plan.
Land-tenure plan of land deeded to town, used for burial of poor and cared
for by small yearly appropriations. Draftsman, H. R. Draper; publisher
and place of publication unknown. Blueprint. 1":20'. 28 x 35.

Miscellaneous

o4. MISCELLANEQUS CORRESPONDENCE, 1916-17, 1922--. 2 letter files.
" Prior records destroyed.
Correspondence with corporations, individuals, state, town departments
regarding town business Arr. alph. by name of correspondent. No index.
Haw., typed. 12 x 12 x 3 WSels riks yaTEH

o5. CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS (Correspondence), 1933. 1 folder.
Correspondence with state commissioner of public welfare pertaining to
sons meking application for enrollment in Civilian Conservation Corps.
T

obvious arr. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. Erx ElOVX S

(o)

26. LIST OF JURORS, 1898, 1930-- 12 sheets.

Names, addresses, occupations of jurors; date of list. Arr. alph. by

of juror No index. Ptd. 1l4'x 7%. 1 sheet, 1898, strm.; sl
desk, town cl. off.; 7 sheets, 1931-37, gen. va.; 3 sheets, 1938--,
.y Rl ;

For assigmment of jurors drawn 1871--, see entry 62-i.

om. RECORD OF APPOINTMENTS OF POLICE OFFICERS), 1870-1935. 1 f.Db,
, title of appointee; date of avpvointment, signatures of s ( n
uwdes administration of oath of office by town clerk. Arr. chr
of appointment. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form 8 X138 xS
r notices of appointments 1936--, see entry 31

W -

o8, (NOTIFICATIONS OF APPOINTMENTS OF ELECTION OFFICIALS), 1924.
J0iba il
nies of letters of notification sent to appointess: Name, address of

appointee; place, date of town Mmeeting at which appointed by moderator;

nature of chairman of selectmen/ No obvious arr. No index. Typed.
x 8% x 18.

51
1

Co
D
1

J
o)

59, SUNDRY PAPERS, 1871-73, 1887-1907. 3 bdls.
Contains:
i. Correspondence with individuals and town officers regarding ap-
pointments to and resignation from town offices.
ii. Petitions from inhabitants requesting that certain matters be
discussed at town meeting: Text, date of netition; signature
of vpetitioners.




[29-34] Selectmen - Miscellaneous

SUNDRY PAPERS (Cont'd)
iii. Receipts acknowledging payment of money for land dameges: Name

of payer; amount, date of vayment; signature of payee acknowlmg_

ing paymen
Arr. by subject and chron. thereunder by date of paper. No index. Hdw.
8& X 3= xR 2 bdlsey 1871-73," strm., TH., 1 .bdl, 1887-1.907, gen. iva,

£

30, FITCHBURG RAILROAD CROSSING AND TARIFF, 1872-80. 1 bdl.
Vote of rallroad directors to transport gll lumber for rebuilding burned
paert of Ayer at half rate for three months, correspondence from railroad
superintendent regarding right to close and fence damgerous crossing. Arr,
chron. by date of corresnondence. No index. Typed. 9t x 6 x 1/8. Str
PoH

31, (WARRANTS TO KILL UNLICENSED DQGS), 1873-91. 1 bdl
Orders to constable to kill or cause to be killed all unlicensed dogs:
date of order, signature of chairman of selectmen. Includez constables r
of performance of duty: HName, address of dog owner; number of dogs kill
date of return, signature of constable. Arr. chron. by date of warrant
No indexs Hdw.. 8'x 3 x 1/16:

For warrants kept by pelice denartment 1934--, see entry 309.

v gy

<

2]

K), Mar. 30, 1895, 1 sheet.
fo own park; pro-

32, (LAND DONATION FOR TOWHN L
Proposal of Levi W. Phelns to donate certain land
posal accented by tow Haw. 2 op. 14 x 8%.

bl ‘a\ PERS RELATIN CHT BRIDGE OVER
IASHUA RIVER B 3 _le—lv 1 env.

Ccrrenoulencn specifications, agreements, relative to uor"ﬂruction (o)

bridge. MNo obvious arr. No index. Hdw., typed. 10+

UCT
JEEN AYER AND

34 {TRAFTIC-SIGNAL DATA), 1931. 1 vol

1
. il
Estimates of materials and labor costs necessary in construction of traffic
signals; statement of need of additional signals; time schedule of prese
signals; plans of streets affected, photographs of street signs. Arr.
alph, by subject. No index. Typed. 8 op. 11% x 9 x 1/8.

II. TOWN CLERK!

The office of town clerk was established %L the first town meeting in
1871, when the clerk was elected for one year.” The election of the clerk

1, TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see

Town and City Government in Massachusetts.
2, Town Records, I, 7, see entry 35.

Tow
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Town Clerk [35-36]

at cach annual meeting has continued to the present time,l since 1889
c

ab

hie office has anpeared on the single uniform ballot with other ele

L

. o
ofricers.”™

During the first years of the offi clerk kept the registry of
(¢51U-0 this function was made a part of his regular duties in 1884, when
Gteneral Court passed an act makin ng erks ex-officio members of

t+he boards of registrars.”

time the returns had been made by sextons or burial agents.® A vote of

he town in 1885 recuired the clerk to publish the births and other sta-

tistics with the Annual Reports.’ Until 1933 the clerk usuallg cast the
1lot for the election of the moderator at the town meetings

The clerk hegan making the returns on deaths in 1879; previous Jo this

Since 1894 the clerk has employed an assistant.

A1l records are in the Town Hall, except where otherwise rnoted, they
are in the general vault.

Minutes and Reports

MINUTES OF TOWN MEETINGS, 1871--. 4 vols., 4 f.b.

s and decisions regarding articles in town-meetings warrants an
& tal and committee reports; place, date of meeting; signature of
ler r. chron. by date of meet nf No index. Hdw. 4 vols., 1871--,
360 Dp. lSﬁ K28 Gt dd RUDYRNBNSS S 84 R3]

b

36. (SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS), 1885-1930. 1 bdl.

ntains report of:

i. Committee to enforce liguor laws, Apr 5, 1885: Number of liguor
raids and convictions; recommendations; date of renort, signa-
tures of committee menbers.

ii. School building committee, Feb. 6, 1930: Recommendations of com-
mitiee and subcommittee relative to erecting school building;
date Of report, sigmtures of committee members.

iii, Town poor farm committee, Apr. 5, 1886: Report on donation of
land and offer to build poorhouse by Alfred Page; dimensions of
land, estimated cost of building; date of report, sigmatures of
committee members.

No' arrdi NofimnGex. 1 8ia 5 aih dwit SaH 8l typeds i Qe 5; X %.

1. Annual Reports, 1879, p. 1l4; 1887, 1
see entry 2; Town Records, I, 418; see entry S5
Ibid., I, 418; Annual Reports, 1939, p. 6, see ‘enbry 2.
Town Records, I, 7, see entry 35.

Acts, 1884, ch. 298, sec. 14.

J
=
%
P,
L
g
s
)
0
-
for}

Annual Reports, 1872 (unfolioed); 1879, p. 14, see entry 2.
- Town Records, I, 329, see entry 35.
. Annual ReDoruU, l“OA, pp. 54, 63; 1914, p. 13; see entry 2; Town

Regorc

£ 9]

Ii, 772, see entry 35.
Annual Reports, 1894, p. 2, see entry 2.
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[37-43] Town Clerk

Vital Statistics
(See also entry 62-7)

37. (Record of) BIRTHS, 1871--. 2 vols. (
Name, sex, color, registered number of child; place, date of birth; names,
address, birthplaces of parents; occupation of father; date of entry.
Arr. num. by registered no. For indez, see entry 29. Hdw. on ptd. form
150 pp. 18 x 12% x 1%

38, BIRTHS (Cartificates), 1871, 1876--. 1 f.d.

date of birth, sex, color of child; names, address, birthplaces, oc-

ons of parents; number, date of certificate; date of receipt of certi-

e; signature, address of attending physician; signature of clerk. Arr,
i '

ic
by registered no. For index, see entry 3 Hdw. on ptd. form. 4 x 18

7]

39, {Card Index to) BIRTHS, 1871--. 1 f.d.
Index to {Record of) Births, entry 37; Births (Certificates), entry 38:
Name, date of birth, registered number of child; volume and page referen

o

to entry 37. Arr. alph. by name of child. Typed. 5 x 16 x 26. Cl. of

40, DEPOSITION (of) BIRTHS, 1806--. 1 bdlh, i1ivol
Record of corrections of bl th records in entry 37: Name, sex of child;
place, date of birth; names, address, birthplaces of parents; occupation
of father, maiden name of mot er; signature, aadreuo, relationship to ch
of informent; date of deposition, signat clerk. Arr. chron. by da
of deposition. DNo index. Hdw. on ptd. *o“h. 1bdile ;¢ 18961906 11 x: 8
1/8:; 1 vol., 1906--, 100 pp. 10% x 8 x 3/8.

41, (Certificates o”) MARRTAGE INTENTIONS, 1911--. 3 f.b., 1 bdl.
Missing: 1871-1911,
Names, addresces, birthplaueu ages, occupations of contracting parties;
names, address, ages of parents; date of certificate. Arr. alph. by names
of contracting parties. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. F.b. 12 x 25 x 14
bdlst 12 x:25 xpds

42, (Record of) MARRIAGES, 1871--. 3 vols.
Nemes, addresses, birthplaces, ages, occupations of contracting parties;
names, address, ages of parents; registered number, date of marriage; signa-
ture, address of official performing ceremony, date of record. Arr. num. by
registered no. For index, see entry 43. Hdw. on ptd.' form. 100 pp. 18
I U lE

43, MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES, 1871--, 2 cardboard boxes, 1 f.Db.
For description, see entry 42. Arr. num. by registered no. For index, see
entry 44. Hdw. on ptd. form. Cardboerd boxes 18 x 6 x 20; f.b. 4 x 8 x 20.
2 cardboard hoxes, 1871-1936, gen. va.; 1 f.b,, 1937--, cl. off.

e

nouyn C
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Vital Statistics

44, (Card Index to) MARRIAGES, 1871--. 1 f.b.
to (Record of) Marriages, entry 42; lMarriage certificate
os of contracting parties; registered number, date of marri
ge reference to entry 42. Arr. alph. by names of contra
1 =

. Les il G RO REHO TS

s, entry 43:
age; volume
cting parties.

45. DEPOSITION (of) MARRIAGES, May 29, 1927--. 1 vol.
rd of correction of marriage records in entry 42: Names, addre

sses,
nlaces, ages, prior marital status of contracting parties; names of
ers, maiden names of mothers; place, date of mdrriage; name, address

rgon officiating: signature, address, relationship
ies of 1nformant, date of deposition; nlgPaJure of eclerk. Arr
late of deposition. No index. Hdw. on famm N0 DL 105 1 x '8 x 5/8.

to con*?“ﬂtina

-

16. RECORD OF DEATHS, 1871--. 3 vols. (A-C)
address, birthplace, age, sex, color, occup

2 K b
cause, date of death; registered number; names

eg names, birth-
ts; date of OU“ial. Arr. num. by registered no. For index,
Hdwie lon intd.. form 1’50 ipp< .8 5 2 s,
s il cardbeardibox sl FRads
status of decedent; cause, date,
e , birthplace of spouse; names, ad-
birthplaces of parents; occupation of father; place, date of
namo, address of undertaker; signature of attending physician
te received and filed by clerk. Includes certification by
:h y7 Celu1f1CBCC was Tiled before burial permit was issued.
stered no. For index, see entry 48. Hdw. on ptd. form.
0 X6 20 s Pdesd e 8lar 20 1l icardboard box, 1871-1936,

TQBRESE hy T o

48, INDEX TO DEATHS, 1871--. 1 vol,
to Record of Death“, entry 46; Deaths

of decedent, volume and page reference. Arr. alph. by name of dece-
Hdw. on ptd. form.. 200:pp. 12 x 8 x 3.

(Certificates), entry 47

49, DEPOSITION (of) DEATHS, 1900--. 1 vol.

ord of correction of death records in entry 46: Name, address, birth-
) ke , sex, marital status of deceden : maiden name (if decedent was
oman); name, occupation of spouse; cause, place, date of death; place

ourial; names, birthplaces of parents; SUatement that deponents per-

ally appeared and made oath to clerk that statements made by them were
M1 ,{ﬁl »
1, ate OlL

deposition, recording; signatures, addresses of deponents;
ure of clerk. Arr. chron. by date of deposition. No index. Hdw.
o I
form.. 100.pp.. 10% x 8 x 3/8.

CERTIFICATE OF THE REGISTRY OF
Clerk) TO REMOVE FOR INTERMENT
bdl. System discont. 1884.

me, age of decedent; place, date of death;
terment ;

AND PERMISSICN (by
{in Qut-of-Town Cemetery) 1871-84.

=

location of present, proposed
date of certificate. Arr. chron. by date of certificate. No
dex.  Hdw., hdw. on ptd. form.: 8 x 3 x 4, Sel. rm.

a. e
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Town Clerk

Property Records

TOWN QOF AYER RECORDS, 1872--, 4 vols. (1-4, dated).
transcriptions of the following property and legal documents:
Affidavit of foreclosure of mortgage: Name, address of mortgage

mortgagor; cause of default, place of publication of notice o
foreclosure, date mortgage recorded; date of foreclosure; sign
ture of mortgagee, attorney; attestation by justice of the pea
date, time affidavit received, recorded. Includes notice of s
by auctioneer.

Assigmment for benefit of creditors: Name, addréss of assignor,
assignee; amount, period, date of assignment; rate of interest
signatures of assignor and witnesses; signature, acceptance of
assignee, T

Assigmment of wages: Name, address of debtor, creditor; place o
employment of debtor, date of assignment and receipt thereof;
signature of debtor, creditor; attestation of town eclerk.

Bill of sale of personal property: Name, address of vendor,
vendee; description, terms of delivery of articles sold; a-
mount paid, date of bill of sale; time, date received, re-
corded; signature of vendor, witness, clerk; attestation by
notary publiec,

Conditional sale contract: Name, address of vendor, vendee;
method of financing, deserivntion of items purchased, condition
of default, security by promissory note, date title effective.
date of contract; date, time contract received, recorded; sign
ture of vendor, vendee, clerk,

Discharge of mortgage: Name of mortgagee, mortgagor; place of
recording of mortgage; discharge of mortgagor for full vayment
of mortgage; date of discharge, date, time discharge received,
recorded; signatures of nortgagee, witnesses, and clerk.

Indenture mortgage: Nemes, addresses of parties involved; amoun
of transaction, deseription of goods or chattels purchased, a-
mounts of payment by promissory notes, conditions of default,
date of mortgage; time, date mortgage received, signatures of
parties involved, witnesses, and clerk.

Memorandum of lien: Neme, address of vendor, vendee; type, de-
scription of items purchased; amount of purchase, method of
payment, conditions of default, date of lien; time, date lien
recelved, recorded; attestation of Justice of the peace; signa
ture of vendor, vendee, clerk.

Notice of foreclosure of mortgage: Name, address of mortgagor;
intention of mortgagee to foreclose for breach of mortgage;
location, description of property; date of mortgage, fore-
closure; signature of mortgagee, attorney, clerk; time, date
of recording. Includes return under oath of deputy sheriff
showing service of notice.




Town Clerk -
Property Records

TOWN OF AYER RECORDS (Cont'd)

X. Promissory notes: Name, addr DAY € nayee; amount and
rate of interest, period, dat f R payment ,
conditions of default, dat
payee, clerk.

xi. Release of conditional sale of personal
vendor, vendee; type of article sold, date of sale; date,
time release received, recorded: signature of clerk acknowl-
: edging payment in full, signature of vendor.
Arr.” ¢hron. by date of entry. For index, see entry 52. Hdw. on ptd.
form.’ 650FDD ¢ EDPxc 2 ix 2% and ¥856" pp. 6 e 5

52, (INDEX:TO TRANSCRIBED PROPERTY AWD LEGAL DOCUMENTS) , 1871--
2 vols.
Index to Town of Ayer Records, entry 51: Type of document, volume and
bage reference. Arr. alph. by type of document. Hdw. on ptd. form. 75
pp. J6HxEI et

(IIISCELLANEOUS DOCUIMENTS

agreencnt; : ording of
contracting parties, witnesses.
Lease of room in Tow
signatures
acknowledgment of notary
public.

HMortgages on town property: Name of mortgagor, mortgagee; amount,
conditions, term of mortgage; covenant that property is free
from incumbrances, covenant of right to sell ana convey property,
date of mortgage, signatures of witnesses; signature, seal of
mortgagor, spouse; attestation, seal of justice of the peace.

Quiteclaim deeds: Name, address of grantor, grantee; amount of
consideration, quitclaim clause; location, description of de-
vised premises, appurtenances; covenant of title, number of
preceding certificate of title, release of dower and homestead
rights; date of deed, recording; volume and page reference to
instrument recorded in county registry of deeds; signature,
seal of ‘grantor, spouse; signatures of witnesses, attestation
of notary public or justice of the peace.

Releases of claims against town by property owners, 1913-17:
Nemes, addresses of property owners; location of property,
statement of release of all damege claims against town, date
of release; signatures of property owners, town officials.

vi. Warranty deeds: Name, address of grantor, grantee; location,
description of property; amount of consideration, warranty




{53-58] Town Clerk =
Property Records

(IMISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS)
vi. Warranty deeds (Cont'd)
covenant; date of deed, recording; volume and page reference
to instrument recorded in county registry of deeds, signatures
of grantors and witnesses, acknowledgment of notary public.
Arr, chron. by date of document. No index. Hdw. or typed on ptd. form.
9 x4x1and 9% x 4 x 2.

54, (AGREEMENTS BETWEEN AYER, GROTON, AND SHIRLEY), 1871-73. 1 bdl.
Agreements between town committees in settlement of property disputes.
Includes copies of proceedings at Groton town meetings relative to dispute
No arr. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 7% x 3% x %.

55, PUBLIC PROPERTY, TOWN OF AYER, 1873-93, 1 vol.
Record of land takings for highway construction: Location, deseription,
dimensions of land taken; date of taking, recording. Arr. chron. by
date of record. No index. Hdw. 86 pp. 15% x 11 x 3.

Licenses and Permits
(See also entry 62-iii, -vii)

56, (STUBS OF DOG LICENSES), 1928--. 6 vols.
Name, address of dog owner; name, age, sex, breed, color of dog; amount o
fes, mumber of license; date of issue, expiration. Arr. chron. by date
of issue, No index. Hdw. on ptd, form. 250 pp., 5 x 12 x 1%. 4 vols.,
1928-34, gen. va.; 2 vols., 1935--, cl. off.

For record of dog licenses 1871--, see entry 62-iii.

57, (Applications for) HMINORS' SPORTING LICENSES, 1927-30, 1934--.
3 envs,
Name, birthplace, age, physical description of applicant; place, length
of residence; type of license, date of application; signature of parent
or guardian, applicant. No obvious arr. No index. Hdw., on ptd. form.
% x 7x%. 2 envs,, 1927430, 1934-35, va., sel, rm.; 1 env., 1936--,
eliiofte

58, (STUBS OF SPORTING LICENSES), 1936--. 6 vols., Prior records
sent to state department of conservation, division of fisheries
and game,

Name, address, age of licensee; amount of fee; type, number, period, date
of license. Arr: chron: by date of issue of license, with licenses

numbered consecutively., No index. Hdw. on ptd., form. 50 pp., 3 x 9% x *
Cl., off, L




Town Clerk

Plans and Pole Locations

5¢ (IIISCELLANEOUS PLANS), Oct. 15, 1872--. 157 plans.
1ication plans showing locations of railroads, streets, telephone and
land-tenure plans showing locations, numbers, dimensions,
0a of lots in Ayer; engineering plans showing construction diagrams
tions of Town Hall. Various authors, publishers, places of publication.
ite, blueprint. Scales vary. 7& x 10 to 28 x 77.

PETITIONS (and Plans of) Ayer Electric Light Co. (and
Tel (ephone) & Tel(egraph) Co., 1909--. 1 vol., 1 f.b
1909--, 1 vol.
ticns and communication plans submitted by public utility companies
construction of communications system, showing locations of poles,
~ttachments, highway crossings, high-tension lines, conduits, man-
ables; date of plan, petition. Arr. chron. by date of plan. No
Author, publishers, places of publication unknown. Scales vary.
1909-=;1 225 x 25 ix 251 £.b., 1916-22, 4% x 11 x 13%;

35

RECORDS (of) POLE AND WIRE LOCATIONS, TOWN OF AYER, 1911--. 1 vol.
orders by selectmen granting authority to public-utility com-

) erect and maintain poles and streich wires over streets: Names

;y companies, ti streets; conditions, date of order; signa-

selectnen. ] 2 n. by date of order. No index. Hdw., typed.
4% x 85 x ¢

Miscellaneous

2. GENERAL (Miscellaneous) RECORD -
AR

Assignmnent of jurors drawn: DName of juror, court to which assigned;
date of selecti surmons, hearing; signature of clerk. For
list of jurors 1898, 1930--, see entry 26.

Auditor's oath of office: Name of candidate for ‘of
oath, signature of clerk.

Dog licenses, record of: Name, address of dog owner; name, age,
sex, breed, coloxr of dog; amount of fee, nuwiber of license;
date of issue, expiration. For stubs of dog licenses 1928--,
see entry 56. ;

Flection ballots received from Secretary of the Commenwealth,
record of: mber of ballots received; purpose, date of
election.

Marriage intentions, record of: Names, addresses, ages of con-
tracting parties; date:of filing of intention, signature of
clerk. : :

Militia enrollment, 1872: Name, age of ‘militiaman; company and
regimental designation; period, date of enrollment.

Permits for burial or removal, record:of: Name, age, daste of
death of decedent; date of vermit, signature of clerk. For
stubs of permits kept by board of health 1921--, see entry 239

fice, date of




[62-68] Town Clerk -
Miscellaneous

GENERAL RECORD (Cont'd)
viii. Persons eligible for military duty, list of, 1873: Name, address,
age of person eligible; date of list.
ix. Soldiers in Ayer, list of, 1871: Name, age of soldier; company
and regimental designation; date of enlistment.
Arr, chron. by date of record. For index, see entry 63. Hdw. 856 pp.
158 ‘£ 12 x 3¢

63. GENERAL RECORD, 1871--, 6 vols. Title varies slightly.
Index to General (Miscellaneous) Record - Town of Ayer, entry 62: Type
record, volume and page reference. Arr. alph. by type of récord. Hdw.
on ptd. form. 75 pp. 13 x 8% x & to 100 pp. 16 x 11 x 3.

64. (DOG LISTS SUBMITTED BY ASSESSORS), 1875-1918 (scattered), 1925--
2 bdlgih B irihy
Name, address of dog owner; name, sex, description of dog. Arr. alph. by
name of dog owner. No index. Hdw., typed. Bdl syt ixiih i %; T2axelidiy 3
1 bdl., 1875, 1882, 1884, strm.; 1 bdl., 190€-11 1913, 1916-18, gen. va.;
T Pobiay 11925 = tie]is o R R
For copies of lists, see entry 109.

65. (VETERINARIAN'S CERTIFICATES OF SPAYED DOGS), 1901-29, 1931--.
1 env., 1 letter file.
Statement that dog was spayed on date mentioned; name, address of dog owne:
name, color, breed of dog; date of certificate. No obvious arr. No index.
Hdw., typed. Env. 9% x 18 x'16; letter file, 12 x 12 x B. 1 env.,, 1901-2¢
gen., va.; 1 letter file, 1931--~, cl. off.

66. CORRESPONDENCE, 1908--. 3 f.b., 1 £.d. Prior records destroyed
Correspondence relative to vital statistics, property records, licenses,
ete., Arr. alph, by name of correspondent. No index. Hdw., typed. F.b,
12 x 11% x 3; f.d. 11% x 15% x 23, ©1. orf.

67. {Published) BY-LAWS OF THE TOWN OF AYER, 1871, 1882-1901, 1910-1]
1918, 1933. 7 vols. (dated).
Regulations relating to town meetings, town officers and departments,
includes list of penalties for bylaw violations. Arr. alph. by subject.
No index. Ptd. 30 pp. 8% x 54 x . 4 vols., 1871, 1882-1901, 1910,
gen. va.; 3 vols., 1911, 1918, 1933, strm.

68. (COPIES OF ELECTION RETURNS), 1917-20, 1922, 1924-26, 1928-29,
1930--. 2 envs. Prior records destroyed.

Name, address, party designation of each candidate; name of office sought;
number of ballots cast for nominee in each precinct, ward; total number
cast for each candidate, office; hours of polling, date of election,
signature of town clerk., Name, party affiliation of candidate; name of
office to which elected. Arr. chron by year. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form.
4t x 11 x 1/8.




Town Clerk - 9-74]
Miscellaneous

69 (PERAMBULATIQNS), 1875-1922 2 sheets
Record of perambulation of town lines: Description, boundaries, dimensions
of lines; date of perambulation, signatures of selectmen. Hdw. 11 x 8,

70. MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS, 1855-82. 9 bdls
Contains:
i Assessors' returns of persons liable to do military duty: Names,
addresses of persons eligible; date of list For assessors'
militia enrollment 1917, see entry 113
Lodging given vagrants, record of, entry 207.
Reports (annual) of board of fire engineers: Names, number of
men on duty; number of hours worked and amount paid therefor;
record of fires showing locations, lea“£1U ions, dates of fires;

type of new equipment purchased, amount of appropriation requested,

suggestions for improvements; date of report, signatures of
board members

School committee teaching certificates, entry 192

s arr No index. Hdw 9o ol e Strm

Q'V stem

to constables requiring persons named to appear
of 01flce within specified time: Name, address of person;
for which elected or appointed, time.limit for oath, date of
signature of constable certifying that summons was served Arr
date of summons No index. Hdw 8 x 3% x=z. Cl. off

(NOTICES OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS FOR NATUR!/ ATLIZATION), 1885
1900
sent from county district courts on receipt of residents?® applica-
Name, address, age, occupation of resident applicant; date of
receipt of application; signature of clerk of court Arr. chron
of receipt of application. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form 100 pp

(NOTICES FROM COUNTY DISTRICT COURTS ON FINAL HEARING ON AP-
PLICATION FOR NATURALIZATION), 1885-1900. 1 bdl
address of resident applicant; date of notice, hearing; signature
residing juotice Arr. chron. by date of notice No index. Hdw
ptd. form. 8% x 3% x %,

74 (BONDS - NEW ENGLAND TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH CO ), 1905-18
1 cardboard box
for indemnity to town for losses, costs, and damages arising from
laying of cables, construction of manholeo, and the maintaining of
duits along Main and Cambridge Streets: Memorandum of contract, state-
ment of agreement, amount of consideration for damages; amount, date of
ond; signature, seal of principal, surety Arr. chron. by date of bond
index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 13 x 13 x 8




Town Clerk -
Iliscellaneous

,75. BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN MEDICINE, 1933--. 1 vol. Prior records
destroyed.
Physicians' certificates of intention to practice medicine in town: Name
of physician, dates of certificate. Arr. chron. by date of certificate.
No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 20 pp. 5 x 8% X é. (O LS (o

76. DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL SERVICE AND REGISTRATION, 1921. 1 vol.
Optometrists' certificates of intention to set up practice in town: Name
of optometrist, date of certificate .. Arr. chron. by date of certificate.
No index. Hdw., hdw. on ptd. form. 20 pp. 5 x 8% X %.

1
IIT. REGISTRARS OF VQTERS

Three registrars of voters were appointed by the selectmen in 1885 tc
serve for three years;? previous to this time, however, the town clerk had
kept the registry of the voter ince 1871.° At the time of the 1885 ap-
pointment the clerk was also appointed, to act as clerk of the registrars.

The number of registrars a the method of appointment have remained
unchanged to the present

All records are in the general vault, Town Hall,

77. RECORDS (Minutes of Registrars! Meetings), 1905--. 4 vols.
Action taken regarding adding or dropping names to voting list; investiga-
tion of illegal voters, questionable names, determination of other matters
relating to voting and elections, date of meeting, names of registrars.
Arr. chron. by date of meeting. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 200 pp.

F 4 an Otoci 110

78. (Published) LIST OF VOTERS, 1877-- intermittently. 6 vols.
Name, address, occupation, date of registration of voter; date voter remo
from list and reason therefor. Arr. alph. by name of voter. No index.
PG d e 00 ppE2 S8eiilig s 131

79. VOTERS REGISTERING SLIP, 1935--. 2 bdls. Prior records destroyed

Name, address, birthplace, age, marital status, occupation, place of employI

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see Town
and City Government in Massachusetts.
2. Annual Reports, 1885, p. 16, see entry 2.

3. Town Records. I, 3
4., Annual Reénorts, 1 ) see entry 2.

Oke b dig e 959

25 .




Registrars of Voters 79-80]

of voter; residence on April 1 of previous year; date of naturalization
f voter, spouse, father (if foreign-born); birthplace of spouse; period
f settlement in town, State; attesta ion of registrar that foregoing
information is true. No obvious arr. No index.

form. 11 x 8 x =.

TV ASSESSORS1

The board of assessors is one of the Ayer town departments established
the first town meeting and has undergone comparatively few changes in
composition or duties to the present time. Three assessors were elected
n 1871 to serve for one year. Similar elections were held in succeed-

ng years, with the selectmen sometimes serving as the assessors.®

The two offices were separated in 1886, when one assessor was elected

r one year, one for two years, and one for three years, their successors
be elected one each year for a three-year term.4 The annual reports

not show this method of election to have been uniformly employed immedi-
tely after 1886; ip 1887 three assessors are shown again as elected to
for one year. From 1908 6 to the present time, however, one as-

rve
sgors has been elected each year for a three-year term on a board of

ge members.

All records are in the Town Hall; except where otherwise noted, they
e in the assessors' room. In addition to the following records, see
wtry 119 for advance tax payments 1932-33; entry 163 for notices to
easurer 1929-35,

Valuations and Assessments
(See also entry 110-ii)

80. VALUATION LIST, 1871--. 68 vols. (dated).
inmial list drawn up for taxation purposes, one copy of which is submitted
to collector and another copy to state commissioner of corporations and
taxation: Name, address of taxpayer; number of polls in family, value of
stock in trade, machinery, live stock, other taxable personal property;
location, description, valuation of real estate; total valuations; amount

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see
Town and City Government in Massachusetts.
2. Town Records, I, 8, see entry 35.
3s . Ibidsy I, 843; Annual Reports, 1873, p. 33 1879, pp. 14, 15,
seg entry 2.
. Town Records, I, 343, see entry 35.
. Annual Reports, 1887, p. 32, see entry 2.
« Ibiidvie 19085 pa 59
Eblider 1939, ps 6%




Assessors - Valuations
and Assessments

tax on polls, personal property, real estate; total tax. Includes
certified table of aggregates: Number of real-property owners, personal-
estate owners, polls; number, value of livestock according to tyve; value
of machinery, stock in trade, other personal property, land, buildings;
total personal, real property valuations: current tax rate, tax rate
on polls, real'estate, personal property; signatures of assessors,
date of certification. Arr. chron. by year thereunder alph. by name of
taxpayer. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 300 pp. 18% x 16 x 1. Gen. va

For commitment list, see entry 114.

81 (Real and Personal) PROPERTY (Valuation) LIST, 1932--. 5 rolls,
Prior records destroyed.
Name, address of property owner; location, description, valuation of pro
erty. Arr. alph. by name of property owner. No index. Hdw. on ptd.
POormes 18 Vi

82. (Published) INVENTORY AND VALUATION OF THE REAL AND PERSONAL
PROPERTY IN THE TOWN OF AYER, 1871, 1886, 1906. 3 vols. (date
Name, address of property owner; type, location, valuation of property;
amount of real and personal property, poll taxes; date of inventory. In
cludes table of aggregates. 1906 z2lso includes yearly tax rate from
1871-1906, list of stockholders of First National Bank of Ayer; list of
tax-exempt properties and exemptions granted at request of property owne
Arr. alph. by name of property owner. No index. 50 PPN X6 %. St1
83. (LIST OF PERSONS ASSESSED FOR POLL TAX), 1887-91, 1893-1910,
1929--. 18 vols.
Neme, previous and present addresses, age, sex, occupation of taxpayer.
Arr. alph. by name of person taxed. No index. Hdw. 1887-1910; typed
1928——. 1150, 'bo 100 pp. /14 x 8/x 3/4 to 14 x'8 x 1. . Gen. va.
For commitment list, see entry 116.

Warrants and Abatements
(See also entries 86, 87)

84. (COPIES OF TAX-COLLECTION WARRANTS SENT TO COLLECTOR), 1927--.
16 vols. 1928-- also in (Incoming) Correspondence, entry 110-
Neme, address of taxpayer; amount, type, date of tax; amount, date of
abatement; date oi warrant, signatures of assessors. Arr. chron. by
date of warrant. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 60 pp. 4 X 8% X 165
For original warrants, see entry 115.

85. ABATEMENT RECORD, 1909--. 2 vols.
Name, address of taxpayer; amount, type, date of tax; amount, date of
abatement. Arr. chron. by date of abatéement. No index. Hdw. on ptd.
form. 150 pp. 8% x 11 x 3/4.




Motor Vehicle LExcise

86, APPLICATION FOR ABATTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE, 1933--,
5 rolls., 1931-32 destroyed.
Neme of municipality; name, address of applicant; make, type, model, valu
ation, year of manufacture of vehicle;, engine, maker's number of vehicle;
umber, date of registration; date of purchase of vechicle; date of applica-
;ion for abatement, reason therefor; amount of abatement asked; amount of
original, adjusted excise; if hearing on application, date notice of
earing sent, date of hearing, signatures of applicant and assessors.
\rr, ciron. by date of application. No index. Hdw. or typed on ptd,
YT, L Bieies
For commitment list, see entry 117.

87. (RECORD OF ABATEMENTS), 1929--. 1 vol.
lame, address of vehicle owner; make, type, year of mamufacture, valuation,

’
ria
es

1 number of vehicle; number, date of registration; amount, datm of

sment, commitment; date application for abatement, amount, date of

batement and reason therefor. Arr, alph. by name of vehicle owner.
index, Hdw. on ptd. form. 125 pp. 11 x 9 x 1.

Plans

88, PLAN OF WOODLOT SURVEYED FOR PERRY THAYER, Dec, 4, 1855,
1 plan.
temre plan showing dimensions, total area, locations, dimensions
3 east of Shirley Road., Welcome Lothrop, surveyor; publisher,
ace of publication unknown., Black-and-white. No scale. 16 x 17.

PLAN OF JACKSON STREET, 1868. 1 plan.
nd-tenure plan showing nemes of property owners of lots bordering
ckson Street; numbers, dimensions of lots. Draftsman, Josiah K,
nnett; publisher, place of publication unknown. Black-and-white.
scale, 11 x 8%,

90. PLAN OF ROAD AT AYER, MASS., 1873. 1 plan,
opy of engineering plan showing area and dimensions of land taken from
butters of road. Horace C. Hovey, surveyor; publisher, place of
ublication unknown. Black-and-white. 1":50'. 20 x 38.

louse Lots

91. HOUSE LOTS IN SOUTH GROTON BELONGING.TOQ H. FORSTER AND.W. E.
FAULKNER, July 2,.1880, 6 »lans.
topies of land-tenure plans showing names of owners; locations, dimen-
sions, total area of lots. Draftsmen, Parker, Stearns, and Sanborn,

mnﬂisher, place of publication unknown. Black-and-white. 1":30°'.
BES ¢ L)L




[92-99]

92. NONAICOICUS PARK, July 1886. 1 plan.
Land-tenvre presented to assessors by Edward H. Richardson, showing land
north of ¥itehburg, Stony Brook Railroad belonging to Mrs. S. 7. Bennett,
numbers and dimensions of house lots; names, widths of streets; boundaries,
dimensions of vark. -Horace C. Hovey, surveyor; publisher, place of
publication unknown. Blueprint. 1":100'. 21 x 29.

93. PLAN OF THAT PORTION OF NASHUA STREET BETWEEN HIGHLAND AVENUE
AND WASHINGTON STREET AS PRAYED FOR, Feb. 1902. 1 plan.
Land-tenure plan showing names of lot owners, abuttors; numbers, dimensions,
locations, total area of lots; names, widths of streets. Horace C. Hovey
surveyor, publisher, place of publication unknown. Black-and-white.
JHE60ME 1 Ol 1281

94. PLAN CF HOUSE LOTS FOR AYER, MASS., June 205890 2T pilia g
Land-tenure plan showing house lots on each side of Mountain Avenue from
Washington Street, with numbers and dimensions of each. H. C. Hovey,
surveyor; publisher, place of publication unknown. Black-and-white.

Lt 40T SRR oS

i

95. PLANS OF HOUSE LOTS - AYZR, MASS., June 20, 1902. & plans.
Land-tenure plans showing names of lot owners, abutting streets; numbers,
dimensions of lots. Horace C. Hovey, surveyor; publisher, place of

publication unknown. Black-and-white. 1":40'. 193 x 15% and 22 x 17%.

96. (HCUSE LOTS BETWEEN MOUNTAIN AVENUE AND NASHUA STREET), 1902.

1 plan.
Land-tenure plan showing
of lots. Author, publisl
white. No scale. 17 x 2

lot owners, abuttors; rumbers, dimensio
of publication unknown. Black-and-

o)

97. HOUSE LOTS AT AYER, MASS., 1904. 1 plan.
Land-tenure plan showing names, locations of streets; numbers, dimension
locations, total area of lots. Horace C. Hovey, surveyor; publisher, pla
of publication unknown. Black-and-white. 1":80°'. 14% x 23

X KD

98. LAND TC BE CONVEYED BY STONE HEIR TO E. A. RICHARDSON, Sept. 1905,
Erplans
Land-tenure plan showing names of abutting streets; location, dimensions
total area of land; volume and page reference %0 deed to land recorded in
county registry of deeds. Good, Parker & Bateman, civil engineers;
publisher, place of publication unknown. Black-and-white. 1":80'.
8ix 2

Sandy Pond

99. SHORE ACRES (Lots), SANDY POND, Aug. 1907. 1 plan.
Land-tenure plan showing names of lot owners; locations, sizes of lots,
boundaries, widths of streets, volume and rage to deeds to lots recorded
in county registry of deeds. Author, publisher, place of publication
unknown., Blueprint. No scale. 23 x 33%.




[100-107] Assessors - Plans

100. PLAN OF ROAD AT AYER, MASS., Jan.,, 1908. 1 plan.
Engineering plan of proposed road construction showing names of petitioners,
ot owners, abutting streets; table showing amount of land taken from land
owners for proposed road; lay-out of road. Horace C. Hovey, surveyor;
yublisher, place of publication unknown. Black-and-white. 1":50'.
375 x 18.

[iscellaneous

101. PLAN OF AYER HEIGHTS, Nov. 1917. 1 plan.
T ets; numbers,

Frank T. Sweet, civil engineer; publisher,

Black-and-white. '1":60'. 21%.x 273,

102. SUNNYSIDE (House Lots), Sept., 1923. 2 plans.
nd-temure plansshowing names of lot owners, streets; numbers, dimensions
house lots. J. A. Latham & Son, surveyors; publisher, place of publi-

ion unknown. Ftd. RES0te w2 0

103. VICTORY PARK PLOT, May, 1924. 1 plan.
zineering plan showing triangular piece of park land with south corner
junction of Park Street and Fitchburg Road, belonging to Biltmore
d Company, Providence, Rhode Island. Draftsman, Ralph J. Regmer;
blisher, place of publication unknown. Blueprint. 1":40!. 22% X260

104. SUNNYSIDE PLOT, 1934. 1 plan.

l-tenure plan showing locations, dimensions, areas of lots. Includes
from Edward P. Masse of the Land Association of Providence,
Island, giving list of customers who received deeds t property

, and advertisement having similar plan with names of lot owners.
publisher, place of publication unknown. Blueprint. 1":100°f.

—~{ 0

105. SUNNYSIDE FLAT, undated. 1 plan.

nd-temire plans showing numbers, dimensions of house lots. Author,
iblisher, place of publication unknown. Blueprint. ne100%. " 13% x 12%.

-

106. PLAN OF F. S. PIERCE LOTS AT SANDY POND, Jan. 1935. 1 plan.
and-tenure plan showing names of lot owners; locations of pond, streets,
8; numbers, dimensions, areas of lots. ~Author, publisher, place of

0lication unknown. Black-and-white. No scale. 9 x 11.

107, PLAN OF SANDY POND & SURRQUNDING LAND, undated. 1 plan.

‘ngineering plan showing locaticns of Sandy Pond, Fletcher Pond, Boston
Lce Company, marks of boundaries surrounding Sandy Pond. Horace C. Hovey,
Surveyor; publisher, place of publication unknown. Blueprint, 1%":160°'.
I af

o X 21,




[108-113] Assessors - Plapg

108. PLAN PAGE-RICHARDSON LOT, 1938. 1 plan.
Land-temure plan showing names of grantors, grantees; locations, dimension
areas of lots; volume and page reference to deeds to lots recorded in mmm;
registry of deeds. Includes two letters from Ralph N, Richardson regardhg
correct listing of lots. Author, publisher, place of publication unk novn,
Blue-print. No scale. 8% x 11.

Miscellaneous

109. (COPIES OF DOG LIST RETURNED TO CLERK BY ASSESSORS), 1909-1
191558 1916 18 M9 e (e hdaisa i hin
For descrintion, see entry 64. Arr. alph, by name of dog owner. No index
Typed. 1 bdl., 1909-18, 12 x 5% x 1, gen. va.; 1 f.b., 1925-~, town c
off.
For original lists, see entry 64,

110. (Incoming) CORRESPONDENCE, 1928--, 1 f.d. Prior records
destroyed.
Correspondence from taxpayers regarding tax abatements; from credit depart
ments of various business firms regarding credit standing of individuals:
correspondence and bulletins from state department of corporation and
tion, division of accounts, regarding interpretation of taxation laws,
legal procedure in matters pertaining to tax titles, changes in law o:
procedure. Also contains:
i. Copies of tax-collection warrants sent to collector, entry 8
ii. Real and personal property assessments, list of: Name, address
of person assessed; number of poll-tax assessments; value,
classification of real, personal proverty; location of real
estate; amount of real, personal property tax, date of assess
ment.
Correspondence arr. alph. by name of correspondent; warrants and assess-
ments arr. chron. by date of warrant or assessment. No index. Corresnoni-
ence, hdw., typed; warrants and assessments, typed. 11 x NIGEcio6t " 7
cabinet,

111, (LIST OF TAXPAYERS), 1930--. 3 f£.b. Prior records destroye

Name, address, age, occupation of taxpayer. Arr. alph. by name of taxp
No index, Typed. 6 x 9 x 15,

112, (STREET NUMBER ASSIGNMENTS), 1900. 1 vol.
Record of street nmumbers assigned and numbers available for future assi
ment to buildings: Name of buildine owner; number, location, frontage
building., Arr. alph. by name of st. location. No index. Hdw. . on ptd.,
form, 200 pp. 12.x 9 x 3/4,

113, (MILITIA ENROLLMENT), 1917. 1 bdl.
Militia list drawn from list of prolls, entry 83: Name, address, age of
poll. Arr. alph, by name of poll. No index. Hdw, 28 pp, 10% x 8 x 1/8.
For return to town clerk of persons eligible for military duty, 1855-8
see entry 70-i.
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123. (TREASURER'S RECEIPTS), 1931-35. 1 bdl.
Treasurer?s acknowledgment of receipt of tax collections from colle
of collector; amount, type of tax collected, amount of interes
llection, sigmature of treasurer, date of recelnt. Arr. chron. by,
receinpt. No index. Hdw. on ntd

Tormsd200 SppLi 78 xebexa?
For copies of rececints kent by

A D

treasurer, see entry 133.

el el

The office of I those set up at the first town
g when one was elected to )

¢ T 1 ion has
held in the same manne T bimel The on_v.** ck aﬁge
2thod has been ! inclusi i 3

after 1820.°

trequvre“

the st

eTmD wered to
order of the
and

on to the
pa,vzne nts

Renorts
TENT COUNTY TREASURER
4 bdls.

i uotgl number of licenses issued;
deductions by town; amount returned to county treasurer; date of
aent, signature of treasurcr. Arr. chron. by date of statement. No

Hdw. on ptd. form. 11 x 85 x 1/8. Sel.
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[125-126] Treasurer - Reports

125. REPORT OF FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS, 1926-27. 2 pamphlets
(dated).

Copies of reports containing the following schedules, subnitted to the
state department of corporations and taxation, division of accounts:

1. Schedule A - report of receipts and expenditures: Name of mu-
nicipality, official furnishing information, ﬁeroon receiving
schedule;. period of fiscal year; receipts from taxes, licenses
end permits, Tines and forfeits, grants and gifts, special
assessments, various departments, public-service enterpris

cemeteries, trusts and funds; payments for departmental ex-
penses, public-service enterprises, trusts and funds, ceme-

teries, date report mailed from municipality; remarks.

Schedule C - report . of outstanding debt: Name,of municipalit
name, type, purpose of loan; rate of interest, amount out-
standing; amount of anmual payments, sinking funds, net debt;
period of fiscal year; date of loan issue, maturity; signatur
of officiel furnishing information.

Schedule E - report of public trust fund: Name of municipal:
name of fund, period of fiscal year, cash and appraised va
of real property, savings-bank deposits; par value of secu
on hand at beginning and end of year; sources or purposes
receipts or payments; date of report, signature of offiecial

ishing information.

Schedule G - report of investment fund: For description, sec

Schedule H - report of cemetery perpetual care trust fund:
description, see iii.

Schedule I - report of municipal properties and public impro
ments: MName of municipality, period of fiscal year; ccst
1mw“oven°nts Ln various departuments for land and buildings
furniture, property; total cost for each department,
all departments; date of report, signature of official fur
ing information.

Arr., Eron. by date of report. Jo index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 75 pp.

% 10k &y

Receipts and Expenditures
(See also entries 124, 1285-i)

126. JOURNAL (Cash Book), 1871-1922, 1933--. 9 vols. Title varies

Cash Book, Town of Ayer, 1871-99, 3 vols.; Cash, 1871-87,
vol.; Treasurer's Book, 1899-1922, 4 vols.

Receipts from tax collections, sale and rental of town property, other

sources: Name of payer; amount, source, date of income. Expenditures

for departmental and other expenses: Name of payee; amount, accounting,

daete of payment; order number. Arr. chron. by date of transaction. No

index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 500 pp. 14% x 15 x 2.




61
Treasurer - Receipts and Expenditures [127-132]

127. (RECORD OF DEPARTMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES),
1935--. 1 folder. Prior records destroyed.
Neme of department; amount, date of appropriation, expenditures; total
expenditures, appropriation balance. Arr. chron. by date of expenditure,
No index. Hdw., typed. 100 pp. 11l x 9 x £.

128. (RECORD OF FEES RECEIVED FOR DOG LICENSES), 1933--. 4 envs.
Prior records destroyed.
-emization of fees collected, total amount collected, amount, date re-
ceived by treasurer. Arr. chron. by date of receipt. No index. Hdw. on
i, form. 9: x 12% x 1/16. 2 envs., 1933-34, gen. va.; 2 envs., 1935--,
£iling cabinet, town cl. off.

Orders, Bills, Vouchers

129. ORDERS, 1929--. 154 envs. (labeled by contained order nos.).
Prior records destroyed.
sctmen's orders to treasurer for payment of town bills: For descrip-
, see entry 4. Arr. num. by order no. No index:. Hdw. on ptd. form.
¢ 9 x 1/8.

130. VOUCHERS, 1929, 1933-35. 4 envs. (dated). Prior records
destroyed.

ains:

i. Departmental authorizations for payment of bills: Name of payee;
amount, purpose of payment; date of voucher, signature of au-
thorizing official.

ii. Notations of receipts and payments: Name of payer or payee; a-
mount, source or purpose, date of receipt or expenditure;
signature of treasurer.

Notification (copy) of abatement of motor vehicle tax, received
from assessors: Name of taxpayer; amount, year of tax; date
of notice, signatures of assessors. No obvious arr. No index.
Hdw.  on ptd. form. 11% x 9 x Z.

131. BILLS - CITY OF WORCESTER, MASS. - INDEPENDENT INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS,
1932--. 8 bdls. Prior records destroyed.
1s for tuition of Ayer pupils attending outside industrial schools:
me of payee (Ayer superintendent of schools); names, addresses of pupils;
ition rate for boys, girls; total tuition due, signature of superintend-
of industrial school, date of bill. ' Arr. chron. by date of bill. No
lex. ., Typed on ptd. form. 7 x 6 x 1/8.: Sel. rm.

Acknowledgments

132, RECEIPTS BOOKS, 1919-20, 1929, 1931--. 8 vols.
Stubs of receipts used in recording monies transferred to treasurer: Name
department, payer; amount, date of transfer; number, date of receipt.
Arr, chron. by date of receipt. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 100 pp.

11

HED 5] S %. 7 vols., 1919-36, gen. va.; 1 vol., 1936--, town cl. off,




[133-138] Treasurer - Acknowledguen; [§

133. (Copies of) TREASURER'S RECEIPTS TO COLLECTOR OF TAXES,
1931--. 7 bdls. Prior records destroyed.
For description, see entry 123. Arr. chron. by date of receipt. MNo
index., ‘Hdw. on ptd. form. 7 x5 X %. 6 bdls,., 1931-36, town cl. off,;
1 bdl., 1937--, filing cabinet, treas. rm.

134, (PRINCIPAL-AND INTEREST-PAYMENT RECEIPTS OF BANKS), 1929-33,
LaPads
Name of bank; amount, source, date of receipt; signature of bank officia, §
Arr, chron. by date of receipt. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 11% X 14
x 25+, Sel. rm.

Notes and Bonds
(See also entries 125-ii, 146, 147)
135, (NOTE STUBS), 1920--. 16 vols. Missing: 1923-1935.

Stubs of notes issued in anticipation of taxes: Name of department making
loan, date of town meeting authorizing loan; amount, purpose, date of loay
date of issue, maturity; amount of previous issue, balance of loan unissue e
interest rate; provisions for payment at maturity; signatures of treasurer
and selectmen. Arr., chron. by dete of issue., No index. Hdw. on pt
formy. " 20 ppa 18 x1Bix 1/81

136. NOTES - PAID AND CANCELED, 1932--, 1 bdl.
Neme of payee, payer; amount, purpose, rate of interest of note; dat
issue, maturity; signatures of treasurer, selectmen, and clerk. Arr
by maturity date of note. No index. Typed on ptd. form. 11% x 13}
Town cl. off,

137, SURETY BONDS FOR OFFICIALS OF TOWN OF AYER, 1871--, 1 bd
i Tiehe
Bonds guaranteeing faithful performance of duty: Name, address, occ
tion of principal; name, address of surety; amount, conditions, dura
date of bond; signatures of principal, surety, and witnesses. Arr.
by date of bond, No index. Hdw. or typed on ptd., form. ¢ x 4 Xx 2;
5 %6 x 12%,

138. SURETY BONDS (for Liquor Licenses), 1875, 1878-81, 1883-8!
1899-1907, 1909, 1934--. 1 bdl., 1 env.
Bonds guaranteeing observance of terms of license: For description, se
entry 137. Arr., chron., by date of bond., No index., Hdw. or typed on
ptd. form. Bdl, 8% x 4 x %; env. 3% x 8,




[139-143]

Ledgmems" Treasurer

Tax-Title Accounts

139. - COLLECTOR'S DEEDS (and) INSTRUMENTS OF (Land) TAKING, 1933--.

1 env.
Contains:

i. Instruments of land taking: Neme of municipality, county; name
of pronerty owner; location, description of property; amount,
date -of tax overdue; amount of interest, costs incurred; date
of demand of payment, reason for taking, date of instrument,
attestation of collector.

ii. Tax-title deeds to property foreclosed for nonpayment of taxes:
Name, address of taxpayer; location, description of property;
amount, date of regular, special asses sments; amount, period
of %ax; date of demand of payment, date of notice of sale of
property, redemption; volume and page reference to deed recorded
in county registry of deeds; date, day, hour, minute of recording;
date of deed, signature of collector, attestation of notary
public.

chron. by date of deed. No index. Typed on ptd. form. 4% x 10% x 1.

as. I,

1 vol.

1 payments on and redemption of

perty taken for nonpayment of taxes: Name, address of taxpayer; amount ,
of tax due; amount of inferedt, process and advertising costs, fees;

es of demand of payment, foreclosure, redemption, release;

e of newspaper advertising s erty, volume and page reference

tax-title deed recorded in counuy TE oT f deeds. No obvious arr.
index. Typed on ptd. form. 50 pp.

140, TAX TITLE ACCOUNT, 1933--
.ord of money received for partia
t

141. (RECORD OF REDEEMED TAX TITLES), 1928--. 1 env.
>, address of property owner; amount, date of interest, taxes, costs
d; date of redemption, amount due. Arr. chron. by date of redemption,
sndex. Hdw. on ptd. form. 4 x 95 x 5. Town cl. off.

Water Department Accounts

142. TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Mar. 11, 1899--. 3 vols. (dated).
sord of checks issued for water @enartuent. Name of payee; amount,
e of check, deposit; check, voucher number; balance in bank, amount of
standing checks, reconc1llatlon of bank balance. Arr. chron. by date
check. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form, 350 pp. 10 x 11 x 2. 2 vols.,
1899-1937, gen. va.; 1 vol., 1837--, treas. rm.

143, CANCELED CHECKS, TOWN OF AYER WATER DEPARTMENT, FIRST NATIONAL
BANK, AYER, 1925--. 21 bdls. Prior records destroyed.
! endorsement of payee; amount, number of check; date of issue, cancel-
avion; signature of payer. Arr. numer. by check no. No index. Hdw. on
g x 6 x 9. 20 bdls., 1925-35, gen. va.; 1 bdl., 1936--,




[144-150] Treasurer -

144, TOWN OF AYER, WATER DEPARTMENT ({Bank Statements), IN ACCOUNT
WITH FIRST NATIONAL BANK, AYER, 1923-26, 1929-32, 1934--,
11 bdls.
Name of bank, account; amount, date of each deposit, withdrawal; balance
at beginning and end of month. Arr. chron. by month. No index. Typed
on ntd. form. .4 'x 3% X 4 to 4 x 55 x 9%. 9 bdls., 1923-35, gen. va.;
2 bdls., 1936--, treas. rm.

145. VOUCHERS (Water Department Bills Receivable], 1929--. £ bdls.
Name of payer; amount, number, date of bill, signatures of water com-
missioners. Arr. chron. by date of bill. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form,
Qi 4% X l%. 1 bdl. 1929-35, gen. va.; 1 bdl., 1936--, town cl. off.

High School Construction Accounts

146, LEDGER, 1930-33. 1 vol.
Name, number of account; amount, date of debit, credit posting. Includes
record of bond issue, correspondence, bond statements, and purchase slips
Arr., alph. by name of account. No index. Hdw. 275 PDe 10" x i85 x i

147, (CANCELED BONDS), 1931--. 1 vol.
Name, number, amount of bond; date of authorization, issue, maturity;
interest rate; method, place, date of redemption; signature of treasurer
Also contains paid coupons containing above information and inecluding ar
of coupon, cancelation stamp. No index. Ptd. 30 DRy L6110 X il

148, BANK STATEMENT(s) - SPECIAL SCHOOL FUND, TOWN OF AYER, FIRST
NATIONAL BANK AYER, 1930-33., 1 bdl., 1 f.b. No title, 1930-7
1l
For description, see entry 144. Arr. chron. by date of statement. No
index. Typed on ptd. form. Bdl. 9% x 4 x %; r.b. 1l 'x 155 x 25,
Sel., rm,

149, TOWN OF AYER, HIGH SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION (Pass Books), 1930-33.
2 vols,
Record of bank deposits: Name of bank; amount, date of deposit. Arr.
chron, by date of deposit. No index. Hdw. 15 PRk Glaae S i /B EE Ty ol
1930-31, gen, va,; 1 vol., 1932-33, sel. rm.

150, (VOUCHERS FOR PURCHASE OF MATERIALS USED IN CONSTRUCTION] ,
1931. .1 env.
Name of creditor; amount, number, date of issue of voucher; itemization
of purchases, signatures of selectmen. Arr. chron. by date of issue. No
index, Hdw, on ptd. form. 12 x 9 x 1.




countgs ~7
Checks and Bank Accounts

. ‘ See also entries 142-144, 148, 149, 157-159, 162)

151. TOWN OF AYER, CHECK REGISTER, TREASURY DEPT., 1931--. 2 vols.
For description, see entry 142. Arr. chron. by date of check. No index.
Haw. on ptd. form. 400 pp. 14% x 14% x 13.

152. . (CANCELED CHECKS), 1929--. 134 envs., 4 f.D. Prior records
destroyed.
» description, see entry 14%. Arr. num. by check no. No index. Hdw.
on ptd. form. Envs. 12 x 8% x SR A D ¢ 125 x 25. 134 envs., 1929-32,
1. TG A Tably 1983k bown Cliviofife

153%. (CHECK STUBS), 1925--. 32 vols. Prior records destroyed.
ame of payee; amount, number, date of check. Arr. mm. by check no.
index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 100 pp. PAix 10 X %. 25 vols., 1925-34,
. va.; 7 vols., 1926--, town el otds

154, BANK STATEMENTS - TOWN OF AYER - FROM FIRST NATIONAL BANK, AYER,
1926-~. 1 bdl. Prior records destroyed.
» description, see eptry 144, Arr. chron. by date of statement. No index.
med on ptd. form. 95 x 4 x 7k. Sel. rm.
(DUPLICATE DEPOSIT SLI
ty

PS), 1931--. 1 bdl.
pe, date of deposit. Arr, chron. by date
Hdw. on ptd. form. 11% x 155 x 25. Sel. rm.

156. (PASS BOOKS - FIRST NATIONAL BANK), 1924--. 8 vols.
records destroyed.
sord' bf bank deposits: Name of bank; amount, date of deposit.
on. by date of deposit. Hdw. No index. 14 pp. 6 X 5% o 1/8e

Fund
(See also entry 125-iii, -iv, -v)

157. THOMAS H. PAGE FUND (Bank) STATEMENTS, FIRST NATIONAL BANK, TOWN
OF AYER, 1930--. 4 statements.
r description, see entry 144. Arr. chron. by date of statement. DNo index.
w. on ptd. form. 95 x 4. Town cl. off.

158. THOMAS H. PAGE FUND - DEPOSIT TICKETS, FIRST NATIONAL BANK, TOWN
OF AYER, 1931--. 2 bdls.
Name of account; emount, type, date of deposit. Arr. chron. by date of
deposit. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. i R b %. 1 bdl., 1931-36, gen.
a.; 1 bdl., 1936--, sel. rm.




[159-166] Treasurer - Fund

159, PASS BOOK(s), FIRST NATIONAL BANK, TOWN OF AYER, THOMAS H,
FUND, 1931--. 4 vols.

Record of bank deposits: Name of bank; amount, date of deposit. Arr,

by date of deposit. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 6 x 3% x 1/8.
For other passbobks, kept by commissioners of trust funds, see
entry 172,

160. ({BILLS PAID FROM INCOME OF JESSE J. ANGELL FUND), 1933--,
Bills for necessities distributed to poor: Name, address of creditor;
amount, itemization, date of bill. No obvious arr. No index. Hdw, or
typed on ptd. form. 4 x 74 x 4. Sel. rm.

161. (ORDERS OF COMMISSIONERS OF TRUST FUNDS), 1935--. 1 env,

1 en\r|

Orders to treasurer to pay from trust-fund accounts: Name of vendor; q
description of merchandise; amount, date of order; signatures of trustc

Arr. chron. by date of order. No index. Hdw. 9% x 4 x 4. Town cl.
For copies of orders 1930--, see entry 173.

162, BANK STATEMENT, FEDERAL SQOCIAL SECURITY FUND, FIRST NATION
BANK, TOWN OF AYER, 1936. 1 sheet.
For deseription, see entry 144. Typed on ptd. form. 1 p. 9% x 9%.
™.

Miscellaneous

16%. (ASSESSORS' NOTICES TO TREASURER REGARDING TAX-COLLECTION |
SENT TO COLLECTOR), 1929--. 1 bdl. Prior records destroy
Name, address of taxpayer; amount, type of tax due; amount of interes
charges; date of issue of notice, signatures of assessors. Includes
to pay specified amounts to state and county treasurers. Arr. chron.
date of issue. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 11 x 8% x %.

164. NOTICES BY COLLECTOR OF TAXES TO TOWN TREASURER, 1932--,
Notices to stop payment of money due certain individuals until furthe
notice, and apply amount to overdue taxes: Name, address of taxpayer:
amount due, reason for and date of notice. Arr., chron. by date of no
No index. Hdw. 7 x 8% x % and 55 x 8% x 1/8. 1 bdl., 1932-35, gen.
1 bdl., 1936--, town cl. off,

165. MOTOR EXCISE TAX REFUNDS, 1931--. 1 f.b.

Notices from tax collector stating refunds were made to taxpayers coverir

period of nonownership of motor vehicle: Name, address of taxpayer;
date of notice, signature of collector. Arr. chron. by date of notice
No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 9% x 4% x £. Town cl. off.

166. (AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE POLICIES), 1935--. 2 bdls.
Policies on town motor vehicles: Name, address of insurance company/,

1gent;

description of insured article; conditions, number of policy; amount of

principal, premium payments; date of issue, expiration; signature of «

pany official. Arr. chron. by date of issue. No index. Typed on ptd

form. 9 x 4 x 3/4.

o=




Treasurer - Miscellaneous [167-170]

nd
H 167. INSURANCE POLICIES (on Town Property), 1911-22, 1936, 1938--.
P Fi 2 bdls.
rr, ol For description, see entry 166. Arr., chron. by date of expiration. No
o index. Typed on ptd. form. 9 x 4 x 2. 1 bdl., 1911-36, gen. va.; 1
bdl., 1938--, treas. rm.
168. (CORRESPONDENCE), 1933--., 2 f.d. Prior records destroyed.
1 Correspondence with state officials, bankers, representatives, town
ér' o departments regarding financial transactions. Arr. alph. by subject.
2 No index. Hdw., typed. 11% x 154 x 23%. Sel. rm.
169. (ASSIGNMENTS OF CONTRACTS TO LOWELL TRUST CO.), July 22-Sept.
: 30,1930, 1 env. :
rs quanti Contracts for town work assigned by contractors to Lowell Trust Company
Aé :% Hy and subsequently expired: Name of assignee, assignor; declaration,
i ,F{ date of assignment of all rights of assignors in contract; conditions,

amount of contract; amount of consideration, signature of assignor.
Tncludes acknow.edgment: Attestation, date of act; signature of notary
)NAL public. Also includes letters from assignees notifying town of as-
signment and amount due. Arr. chron. by date of assignment. No index.
Typed. 9% x 4 x %,

170. (SCHOOL EMPLOYEES' SALARY-REDUCTION AGREEMENT), 1934. 1 sheet.
Agreement for a 10% reduction in pay of school teachers and janitors to
avoid loss of pension benefits: Names of teachers, janitors; reason for

deduction, date of agreement; signatures of treasurer, teachers, and
| WARRASEER janitorssi « Typed: ¢ 1 pe ikl x 8%.
yed,
st, otha
ders

.
VII. AUDITORS™

2 bals, Since 1874 some form of audit of the town accounts has been shown
in most issues of the annual reports. In 1874 a committee of two re-
ported that it had checked the receipts and expenditures of the town
vffioers;z from that year to 1881 two or three auditors are found each

t ;?: year.® In 1883 two persons signed themselves "The Auditing Commi-ttee",4
and in 1904 the auditors reported that they had included the accounts
of the water_department, tax collector, treasurer, and selectmen in
their audit.
3ring
mount, e

1. Tor the statutoryiorigin and development of this office, see
Town and City Government in Massachusetts.
2. Annual Reports, 1874 (unfolioed), see entry 2.
3,  Ebids; 1875 (unfolioed); 1880, p. 1935 1881, pi 20.
agent; | é. dibiid N8B 2613
p 5.

L

Ibid., 1904, p. 5l.




Next entry » Auditors

unsatisfactory features were found in the auditing systenm
vears. One was the necessity for carrying a large amount
incidentals® in each year's a)plo)rigtlonn;] another was Lho
rring unused balances from one denartment to another

Not all of the departments' accounts were
+

of transfe
order of the selectmen.”
iecked by the auditors; in 1906 the town meeting found it necessary to
"to have the school committce and all other town accounts audited
adopt and accept printed reports of the town officers."
auditors refused to sign the report of th
committee and stated that he was "unable to certify to the correctness
of the tax collector's books as I consider it impossible to arrive at
owinz to the system now in vogue in the department

ter and to
Barlier, in 1900, one of the

any definite result

mneasure permitting towns to pe
{ for a State audit of the
instructed that the war: t
should provide for a vote on
up in Ayer, was tabled
town auditors are found in
cars the auditors “aoowﬁendel

9 A Qi

in certain departments.” A S
account, stubs of water

det

i fe
however.

large ( .
the water r ar handling large sums without

roved, and
bond.10 As recently as : the State audit reported
finanvial conditio . . brought about by

the treasury to have

and illegal overdraft

I e auditors is more thorough
e auditors are elected at each annual meeting.-+
awbearwng as part of each printed annual report, shows
police departmeng, infirmary,

water department, and other town offices.-

auditors keep no records.

O A =

B

2eporLs : see entry 2.
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Next entry p. 71 Adviscry Committee

report for 1931 and subsequent yvears. In 1933 the bylaws were again amende
in regard to the advisory committee; sin this time the committee has con-
sisted of Tive members, still appointed by the selectmen, two for one year,
two for two years, and one for three years, their successors to be appoi
anuually,2 A second amendment t he bylaws that year provided that no

be appropriated at special town meetings except by a two-thirds vote of
body present.5

The committee keeps no records.

In 1920 Jesse J. Ang a former Aye: sident, died in Hudson and
left a fund of $1,000, the interest and income to be used to aid the de-
serving poor not living i poorhouse and not receiving their full sup-
port from the town. It was that the town elect
trustees to administer fur Three were elected, to serve one, two, ar
three years respectively, with the annual election of one trustee for three

1 o 5 N, < () =Y 1 1 f
yvears thereafter.® This method of election has been used to the present

ti:'l.e.6

The Angell fund was
missioners until 1929;7
f the Jesse J. Angell
$15,000 from the will of Thom
fund was also turned over to the ssioners i supervision.

have supervision over the Ayer Library Fund,
for library use and to supervise which three
rgie Fury Fund, a

didies S 5
For the s igin eve office, see
City Government ] G
Annual Reports,
sRhdicis s JiliS S G ps
b 924
Ihideesel 9258 ne
Town Records,
Tbhid., I, 32-
Annual Reports, 1€
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Commissioners of Trust Funds

All records are in the residence of Ralph H. Richardson (cler
commissioners) 8 Washington Street. In add ﬁ;on to follow

entries 125-iii,-iv,-v, 157-161 for trust-fund records

urer.

171. (MINUTES OF MEETINGS), 1931-
Discussions and decisions regarding admi
date of meeting. Arr. chron. by date of

x 7 x 2.
172. (CANCELED BANKBOOKS
envs. in 1 box.
Bankbooks representing fund left upon
for Mrs. Mary E. Heath: Amount of
principal transferred to town upon
index. ll% % 10% x 1%.
For other ssbooks,

o

annual
hand at

end of
Bidl'si For
mount ,
Ccrresponde elative to administration of
Orders (copie trea to pay monies
showing

chron. by date of

entry 161.
Hdw. ,

174. (PLANS FOR ALTERATI
plans.
s for installa
floors, paid for out 01
ublisher, place of

X. SCHOOL COMMITTEE

A school committee of three members was one of
established after the incorporation of the ‘town

were elected to serve for one, two and three ye

1. TFor the statutory origin and development of
Town and City Government in Massachusetts.




Next entry p. 74 School Committee

successors to serve three—vear terms and one to be elected at each annual
1l LIy .
town meeting.t This method of election has remained unchanged.<

The creation of the formal committee was not the first move of the
south section of Groton, later Ayer, to have a part in the conduct of the
school affairs of the area. More than a half century earlier the town o
Groton had been divided into 12 school districts, at least two and quite
likely three of which were in the South Gro on section, and had passed
bylaws providing that residents of the various districts should meet an-
nually or oftener, elect officers, and exercise a partial control over
school matters. Each district was permitted to emplcy a schoolmaster or
mictress and to receive a part of the school funds set aside by the town
Twenty yvears later prudential committees are referred to in these distri
and a few years later were empowered to make certain repairs on school
buildings and perform other functions.®

The committee had supervision over six schools at the time of its
including a high uul and three primary schools. 6 For the
ar's operation committee received the largest single appro-
prlutlon made by the town 7 An immediate building program was undertake
which rosglﬂeu in a new scLool on Washington Street in 1874,8 additions
it in 1884,Y and another new building on Pleasant Street in 1894.10

The committee we } in 1889 to place its approval on a proposal
to unite Ayer in a ho 11 vith Townsend, Pepperell and Littleton.
A union was formed later-t ] nged in 1899 to provide for more of t!
time of the school superintendent serving all of the towns. 13 The com-
mittee sought to include Ayer in a new tb“ee town union in 1910, but was

by the State.14 The town then became part of a union with
Boylston and West B on. Another change in 1921 united Ay
and Boxboro e nooliidistriche

1. Town Records, I, 23, see entry 35.

2. Annual Reports, 1939, p. 6, see entry 2.

Groton School By law S L BODDEIROR

Thids, 18284 arts

Thid:, 1837, art. VII.

Annuzal Reports, 1872, (unfolioed), see entry 2.
Ibid.

Ibid., 1874, (unfolioed); Town Records, I, p. 23
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1 school committee report, p. 6, entry

e e [ e
oSN ERAV N o

o Ul




School Committee

The board has undertaken a number of activities
the health of school children. In 1884 it asked that
take steps to prevent the spread of smallpox in the
times it requested that the children be vaccinated,f and si
schools have had the services of a school physician®
holds clinics and makes various physical exar i
a dental hygienist was appointed® and since 1
worked in the schools under the direction o
board of health.6

Since 1884 the committee has provided free
in accordance with state regulations.7
gardening and extension work in agriculture
employed by, or have worked under, t board
provisions of the General Court the
courses for some students by sending
the high school pupils of the town of

Throughout its history the ) mmit been one
sable of the Ayer town offices. ! undergoes comp

nges; when one of the members of th mittee died
leted 40 years of service on the board,
hairman of it.ll A predecessor served

The committee annually elects a

In addition to the following records,

school building committee 1930; entry 192 f
by committee 1855-82.
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1’75A_‘L'7’_1 School Committee

175. JINUTES OF IME GS), 1907--. B vols
igcussions isio on appointments, salaries, appropriations and
itures, curri a. etc. Arr. chron. by date of meeting. DNo index
200 pp. 11 x 8% x 1. 2 vols., 1917-31, desk, supt off., Ayer High
1 vol. 93¢ 4 Esther A. Stone (committee secy.) 4

(BILLS), 1935 BafieD Prior records destroyed.

1s for supplies, books, and eguipment for schools in Ayer, Shirley an
Name, address of creditor; description, cost of items; tota
of bill. Arr. alph. by name of creditor. No index. Hdw

(o) ke Sl i) - < " ioh &
12 2 K 2

X 1l X & aditl £ 1 11gh oC

SCHOOLS™

Townsend

s made

reated the joint supe
lent i made. In 1898 it S to withdraw from the ex
amount of the superintende
time spent i \yer. new union was forn tween Ayer and West

ting union becaus f the relativel

A€

of the tim i officer, instead of the two
)

r change was made in
unite with t her towns and
partment of Education ruled that

For the s

City Goverime

Town Records, I, 423,
Annual Reports, 189
Ibid.

Thdids, 10 Y mnittee report, 1 2-34; 1939,
Thid., ]
S5
Annual Reports, 1910, r 54, see entry
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Superintendent of Schools

became pa¥t of a district to include Ayer, Shirley, Boylst
Boylston.~ Still later, in 21, this union was again chan
Ayer into a district with Shirley and Boxboro. 2

i
9

The superintendent stated in
one made by him and the 51st for
of the high school principa and
i some r00hnt years the

Except where otherwise noted,
'ice, Ayer.

178. (MINUTES OF SUPI
cussions and decisions
salaries of superintendent
roportionate share for
date of meeting. No

ier A. Stone (school
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[180—185? Superintendent of Schools

Pupils® Records

180. AYER - MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL REGISTER (of Enrollment and
Attendance), 1924--. 181 vols. Prior records destroyed.
J]ame of school; name, address, age, attendance record of pupil; name of
parent or guardian; period of school year, number of days in session;
ﬁumbor of male, female pupils classified by age; aggregate daily, monthl
attendance; average daily, monthly attendance; total enrollment, attend
for year; name, educational background, length of service of teacher.
alph. by name of pupil. DNo index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 20 pp. 12 X 9?

1/8. Shelf.

L

SETTS SCHOOL CENSUS ] TR A

SETT
Census of Town of Ayer,

3, registration nuw
r school last attended; name,
guardian; date of record. A alph. Dby of
50 pp. p i

Ly IS = NG
Laelle,

rior records destroyed.

age, homeroom number o

record of treatment X ) A results, dates of physic
;ions. No obvious arr. ofiliths HQ onyptdes Rormiisel 0 gt

ling cabinet.

: ! Tf.b.
lucational, special ent, and tem ary-employment certificates:
ljame of municipality; name, addres: a¥edc pupil;

birth; nature of evidence of age submitted, name of school, number of

ey

nlace, date of

)

grade last attended; name, address of employer; nature of employment;
[
s

number, ‘dates of issue and reissue of certificate; signatures of super-
intendent and pupi Arr. alph. by name of pupil. No index. Hdw. on

Db dsieormet s 14 Filing cabinet.

184, (ELEMENTARY-SCHOOL RECORD), 19 SeilEhdil R sPri onrecords
destroyed.
Name, present and prior & : a ; number of pupil;
name of school, name of parent or guard a’ admission to school
and to subsequent grades. Arr. alph. by name of school, thereunder alp
by name of pupil, and thereunder by grade no. No index. Hdw. on ptd.
forme w4ix 6% 7 B new cabime b
185. HIGH-SCHOOL RECORD CARDS (of Undergraduates), 1915--. 1 T
Prior records destroyed.
Name, address, date of birth of pupil; date of admission to, graduation
or discharge from high school; list of courses studied; number of days
absent, tardy in each term; statement relative to educational, vocational
outlook of pupil. Arr. alph. by name of pupil. No index. Hdw. on ptd.
form. 11} x 13 x 27. Filing cabinet.




superintendent of Schools -
Pupils' Records

HIGH-SCHOOL RECORD CARDS (of Postgradu

Prior records destroyed.
see entry 185. Arr. alph. by name
Filing cabinet.

186.

description,
1w, .on phd. sforms.: 1ik x 15 x 27,
187. (COPIES OF BAPTISM AND BIRTH CERTIFIC
ontains certificates of:
Baptisms: Name, address,

baptism; name of parent

ficiating.
Births: Name, addres

parent or guardian
alph. by name of pupil.

cabinet.

1k

il

188. (STUDY-E
Prior

, address,

of study

TN

SUPERINTEND
1922-23,
fication of
nt; amount, source or
*Twies analysis of
chron. by dat
x 8 x & and 400 pp.
ofifsis 22 v ol s

190. (CORRESPO
‘@rnondence \1*!
inancial m

new books,
index. Hdw., typed. le SRS

)
+a

report

REGISTER OF ACHERS IN /
1937--. 1 sheet.
ist of teachers classified under name
chool; name, address, of teacher;

bl
X% 21

(SCHOOL COMMITTEE TEACHING CERTINICA

9 certificates. 1855-70, also 1"1—82

Records, entry 70.

Name, qualifications of teacher,

signatures of school committee members No obvious
ptd. form.: 4 3/4 x 8. Shelf, gen. va., T.H.

certificate,

period of school
index. Hdw.




Next entry p. 80
XII. SCHOOL PHYSICIANl

Although the school committee reported as early as 1884 that the
board of health had taken no steps to prevent the spread of contagious
diseasesg, and expenses for the vaccination of school children in the
annual reportsz, a school physician was not appointed until 1906, after
the superintendent of schools had stated that "We have had enough medical
inspection in the district to prove . . . medical inspection . . . to
be necessary".< That year the General Court ordered that the school
committee in each town should appoint one or more school physicians
(except where the board of health had already done so) and that examina
be made of children, school buildings, and school personnel.b

The physician delivered a report to the school committee the fol-
lowing year citing ear and other tests made;b the following year
he reported visits made to the schools and made a number of recommenda-
tions for the improvement of health conditions.’ Similar reports have
been made each , sometimes signed by the physician as 'medical

!

e
supervisor' or 'medical 1n3pecﬁor;'8

The physician keeps no records, but see entry 182 for record of
oS

>
ils' physical examinations kept by superintendent 1924--.

=

For statutory origin and development of this office,
City Government in Massachusetts.

Annual Reports, 1884, school committee report, p. 4,
Thmds 908 P26

Ibid., 1916, school committee report, p. 14.

Acts, 1906, ch. 502, secs. 1, 2.

Annual Reports, 1907, school committee report, p.
Ibid., 1908, school committee report, p. 26.

Tbiides 19245 0ps 723
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XITII. TRUSTEES OF THE AYER LIBRARY

ree elected by the town
or the institution,” and
since 1894, wnen the

Ayer has a board of nine library trustees, th
gsince 1871 when the first appropriation was made f
gsix 'permanent' trustees who had been functioning
library was incorporaued.

The three trustees elected by the town were first elected for one,

and three years respectively; thereafter one trustee has been elected
for three years at each annual meeting.~ Six persons were specified as the
iginal incorporators of the inStluuuwon in 1894, and the General Court

=)

vided that they should aerve as the permanens trustees, their successors
be chosen by the remaining members of the permanent boedy.Y The joint
ard was given possession, management, and control of the libra ary and its
operties

One of the first functions of the trustees was to receive in 1871
lonation of $100 in books from a musical and literary club, with a
ilar appropriation in cash from the town. They 1¢feglue received a
ation from a member of the Ayer family the same year.® The trustees
a formal report in the annual report for 187 ;¥ they reported in
that the town's proceeds from the dog tax has been glven to the
rary.: In 1894 the trustees divided into uuuco)fiuueps on books,
1nce, and building and grounds. 11 oy
sident, gecrpfarv and treasurer
wo trust funds, the Ayer Library f
library receives, in addition, an a

=
(D

wise noted, all records are in the residence of
treasurer of trustees), 47 Highland Avenue.

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see
n and City Government in Massachusetts.

2. Town Records, I, 15, see entry 35.

3. Ibid., p. 560; Annual Reports, 1895, library trustees renort,
2-12, see entry 2.
4. Town Records, I, 15, 418, 455, see entry 35; Annual Reports
» P, 32; 1896, library trustees report, p..2; 1920, pp. 3-5; 1939
see entry 2.

5. L Aeirg sl 894%iteh 1195 iseclh 4.

6+ IbldiEdiseci ¥2i

7. Town Records, I, 14, 15, see entry 35k

-

» De

8. it ppi 8254

9. Annual Reports, 1876, p. 21, See entry 2.
105 AR T878 L in & i 5i
11. ZIbid., 1895, library trustees report; p. 2.
127 Slibid & S8 9898 n Ll 46
T3¢ nlibiiaka st A7
14, Tbidi




80
[193-198] Trustees of the Ayer Library

Minutes
(See also entry 203-i)

193, (MINUTES OF MEETINGS), 1894--. 1 vol.

Discussion and decisions regerding election of officers, employees' salaries

acceptance of books, funds, library organization. Includes organization
bylaws and amendments thereto, and act of incorporation. Arr. chron.

by date of meeting. No index. Hdw. 400 pp. 14 x 8 x 1, Residence of
Berton Williams {secy. of trustees), 86 Pleasant St.

Accession Records
{See also entry 196)
194, ACCESSIONS (of Books), AYER PUBLIC LIBRARY, 1873--., 4 vols.
Name of author, publisher; title, number, size, type of binding, cost,
source, date of accession of book; total number of volume added, remarks.
Arr. chron., by date of accession. No index. Hdw. 450 pp. 14 x 12% x 1%
Stockrm., Ayer Public Lib.

195, RECORD (Inventory ol Articles Donated or Loaned), 1912-30,
AV oS
Name, address of owner of article; name, description, date of accession
of article; whether donated or loan?d. Arr, chron. by date of accession

No index. Hdw. 200 PP, 10% X 8 x . Stockrm., Aver Public Lib.

Financial Records

196. JOURNAL (of Receipts and Expenditures), 1890--., 2 vols.
Prior records destroyed.
Name of perer, pavee; amount, date of receipt, expenditure; balance of
cash on hand; monthly and yvearly balances; also contains summary of cir-
culation and accession records. Arr, chron. by date of receipt or ex-
penditure. No index. Hdw, 288 pp. 10% x 8t x 1. Stockrm., Ayer
Public Lib,

197, (CASH DISBURSEMENT BOOK), 1894--. 1 vol.
Record of payments for maintenance of buildings and operation of library:
Amount of town appropriation allocated; name of payee; amount, date of
payment, Arr, chron. by date of payment. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form.
4005 ppis RSl 8 G

198, (Record of Administration of) BENJ. H. HARTWELL FUND AND PERIO!
ICAL FUND, 1895--. 1 vol,
Name, amount, purpose, date of establishment of fund; amount, date of
expenditure, interest; fund balance, date of entry. Arr. chron. by date
of entry. No index, Hdw. on ptd., form. 350 pp. 12 x 9% el




Trustees of the Ayer Library [199-203]

(6N}
®
B
<
(0]

199. (BILLS AND CANCELED CHECKS), 1934-- o vecon

destroyed

1118

i. Bills for supplies, books, repairs, labor: Name, address of
vendor; amount, itemization, date of bill.

ii. OCanceled checks: Name, endorsement of payee; amount, number of

check; date of issue, cancelation; swgnacure of payer.
chron. by date of bill. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 10 x 5 x 1.

Checks and Bank Accounts
(See also entry 199-iii)

200. (CHECK STUDS), 1933--. 2 vols. Prior records destroyed.
1 f ee; amount, number, date of check. Arr. num. by check no. No
on ptd. form. 200 pp. 9 x 13% x 1
201. (BANK STATEIENTS), 1934--. 1 env. Prior records destroyed
Name of bank, account; amount, date of deposit, withdrawal; bank balance,
e of statement. Arr. chron. by date of statement. No index. Typed.

202 (BANK DEPOSIT BOOKS) ., 3 vols
cord of deposits made: Name of bank; amount. date of deposit Arr,
on. by date of deposit.. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 6 PP 6% 5%
/8
Miscellaneous
203 (MISCELLANEOUS LEGAL RECORDS), 1894-95 13 sheets

o
e D
v
o

i. Act of incorporation (copy) of Ayer Public Library, bvlaws of
library association, amount of incorporating fee, dates of
petition and- charter. Includes record of minutes of trustees:
first meeting.

ii. Declaration of trust: Names, addresses of trustees, beneficiaries;
location, description of property; amount of consideration,
terms of trust; powers, duties of trustees; name of former prop-
erty owner, assent of beneficiaries, release of dower, date
of declaration; signature, seal of justice of the peace.

Ak Lot Quitclaim deeds to library proverty: Name, address of grantor,
grantee; amount of consideration, quitclaim clause; description.
location of devised premises, appurtenances; covenants of title
with warrants, number of preceding certificates of title. re-
lease of dower-and homestead. volume and page reference to deed
recorded - in county registry of deeds; date of deed, recording;
signature, seal of grantor, Spouse; signatures of witnesses;
attestation of notary public or justice of the peace.

lo obvious arr. No index. Hdw. 8 x 11. Safety deposit box of Berton
Williams (secy. of trustees), First National Bank.




[204] Trustees of the Ayer Library -
Miscellaneous

204, (LIST OF BORROWERS) . 1890-—-. 2 vols.
Name, address, card number of borrower. 1 vol., 1890--, arr. num..by
card no.; 1 vol., 1890--, arr. alph, by hame of borrower. No index. Hdw.
500 pp. 14% x 9 x 1}. Stockrm., Ayer Public Lib.

XTV. BOAED OF PUBLIC WELFARE®

Almost without exception, the selectmen appear in the town records
and annual reports as the board of public welfare from the year Ayer was
incorporated to the present time.2 The exceptional vear was 1915, when
a separate board of three members was shown.

The report for the first vear's expenses of the town shows that the
overseers spent some $643, paid to citizens for the care in their homes
of paupers, for feeding tramps, medical care, and rent of a pesthouse,”
Similar expenditures are shown for the succeeding years.5 In 1883 a
committee of four was apnointed to build a senitable building for the accor
modationiof the poor, &t a cost not %6 exceed &5,000.° ,Two years later
the selectmen reported that tre poorihouse and farm had been secured and
outfitted, and an overseer cnploved.7 This overseer was later known as
the "warden."

The overseers have at times sold the produce of the poor farm to
help defray the cost of its operation, and have sometimes used the labor
of some of the inmates on the highways.g The number of immates was never
great at the poorhouse and by 1924 it was suggested that the town sell
it. This was voted against, however, on the grounds that the donor of
the farm property, Alfred Page, had specified that it always be used
for the accomodation of the poor.lo There were 8 residents of the poor-
house in 1939.

Previous to 1928 the overseers had been known &s the overseers of
the poor; their title was given as the board of public welfare in 1928; "
in 1937 they became the board of public welfare and bureau of old age
assistance. 3 Since 1938 an agent of the board has been listed with the

1. TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see
Town and City Govermment in Massachusetts.
5. Town Records, I, 8, 418; II, 615; IV, 22, see entry 35; Annual
Reports, 1939, ». 3, see entry 2.
i iThdde, Dec., LI DS,
4, TIbid., 1872 (unfolioed).
5. Ibid., 1873, 1874, 1875 (unfolioed).
6. Town Records, I, 291, see entry 35.
7. Annual Reports, 1885, pp. 7-32, see eniry 2.
8. TIbid.:i 1906, pe 6%
9. bid 918935 ppa 7y 850173 119075 DT
10, bi 1925, pp. 102-106.
11. i 1939, p. 68.
1520 i 1928, p. 2
13, i 1937, p. 18,
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Board of Public Welfare

Ve

her town officers; that vear he ved both

ot

The overseers have charge of the various
al aid distributed to Ayer citizens. Thi
to dependent children,
ion of State surplus commodit
tain Federal work programs.2

1s8

ies

Except where otherwise noted all records
Town Hall. In addition to the

~Om
)[0) 1189

Tollowing records,

[205-208]
Ayer and Shirley.l
forms of State, Federal and
includes old age assistance,

uo7d19ru relief, participation in the distri-
and certif

ication of persons Tor

are in the selectmen's
see entry 36-iii

’ for report of town poor farm cormittee 1886.
General Cases
205. POOR RELIEF, 1871-79, 1888-89, 1896-1902, 1910--. 4 vols.
gister of persons supported: Name, address, age, sex, color, marital
tus, employability, registered number of recipient: place of settle-
t; places, dates of birth of recipient and parents; amount, date of
granted; date of‘ccssablon aid. ‘Also coniains Pecordiofs
4 i. Persons sent to state d7m"nouu , 1871-9 Name, age, sex,
color, he 1hut, complexion, regls:ereu number of person ed;
date admitted to almshouse.
ii.  Vagrants lodged entry 207
. chron. by date of relief. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 300 pp.
1 11 x & ‘Gen,: va,; T.H.
206. (RECORD OF AID RENDERED RECIPIENTS), 1931--. 2 f.b.
e, address of recipient; number of persons in family; amount, purpose,
te of aid. Arr. alph. by name of recipient. No index. Hdw. on pLdl -
2 e ARSIE e i
207. RECORD OF VAGRANTS LODGED, 1855-90. 1855-82 in Mis cellaneous
Records. entry 70-ii, 1883-90, also 1871-82 in Poor Relief
entry 205-ii.
ne, age, sex, physical description of vagrant; date lodged.
208. - ACCOUNT OF POOR, 1899-1905 ILE eI
scord of orders given to re01p1encs: HNeame of recipient, vendor; amount,
mber, date of order. Arr. chron. by date of order. Indexed alph. by
ne of recipient. Hdw. 200 pp. 14 x 8% 5% %. Genitiva. " ROH,
ILS - tonlal § S THERSISH oy o a2 el
2% » 1939, pp. 42-69.




Board of Public Welfare

Outside Cases

200, RECORD OF NOTICES SENT, 1898-1915. 1 vol.
Record of notices sent to other municipalities, requesting reimbursement
for aid rendered to recipients having legal settlement in those munici-

nalities: Name of municipality; name, address, case number of recipient;
amount of bill, amount already received in behalf of recipient, balance

due; date of notice, eniry:; remarks. Arr. chron. by date of notice. I
index. Haw. on ptd. form. 100 pp. 16 x 11 x 1. Gen. va., T.H.

210. (NOTICES SENT), 1916. 1 £.d.
Copies of notices sent to other municipalities, requesting reimbursement
for aid rendered to recivpients having legal settlement in those munici-
palities: For description, see entry 209; also included signature of
welfare official. Arr. alph. by name of recipient. No index., Hdw. on
ptd. form. 11% x 15% x 23k

211. NOTICES FROM OTHER IMUNICIPALITIES I'OR ATD RENDERED AYER
RESIDE HmQ), 1916--. 1 f.d.
Name of municipality sending notice: nawe, address of aid recipient;
statement thet aid is being rﬁpde“ed resident of Ayer, date of notice,
znature of welfare official; remarks. Arr. alph. by name of recipien

No index. IHdw. on ptd. form. 11% x 15% x 233.

212. (NOTICES OF DENIAI OF SETTLEMENT), 1916--. 1 f.d.
Notices from other municipalities denying settlement claims of persons
aided in Ayer: DName of municipality; name, address of aid recipient no
legal resident of said municipality; reason for denial, date of notice,
signature of welfare official., / k by name of recipient. No
index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 11% x 15%

Financial Recor¢
(See also entry

213,  (BILLS FOR TEMPORARY ATD), 1916--. 1 f£.d.
Name. address of aid recivnient: amount of cash given, itemization of
other expenditures made for recipient, date of bill. Arr. alph. by name
of recipient. MNo index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 11% x 15% x 23%.. Gen, V¢

214, (RECIPIENTS!' GROCERY ORDERS), 1934--, 17 folders.
Name, address ¢f vendor; neme, address, case number of recipient; amoun
purpose, number, date of order. Attached are bills for purcheses made:
Amount, itemization, date of bill; signature of vendor. Arr. num. by
case no. Noiindex.  Hdw. ‘oni ptdsiform. 12 w9 xa20 SGen,  yasisi i Hs




ard of Public Welfare

Town Infirmary Records

215. ALNSHOUSE REGISTER (Record of Immates), 1900, 1905
LGN 1. 20l 92l i Dt roilis i

lace, age, sex; color,

Nl 3
4 - 4 loyability, registered number of 18 na
én[; ' us; cause, date of admission, date of dis
ce No obvious arr. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form.
N jarden's off., Town Infirmary.
BEAN, VARDEN 1935--. 1 vol destroyed.

Amount, source,
tal amount of

on

[oh]

Q
O
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tr“w owner (if any) amount ,
icant or famlly moﬁbars; &nouﬂ;
of insurance

aims
esti
applicati
signature of
ptd. form.

cant; status
rd )ugoorL of c%ildven
year;
app JC&ML of children;
ate: of approval or rejoction; aﬁounus
ate case closedn Arr. alph. by name of
form. . 11%'x 15% x 23%
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[219-223] Board of Public Welfare

0ld Age Assistance

219. (APPLICATION AND FIRST INTERVIEW), 1631--. 1 f.d.
Name of municipality; name, prior and present addresses, age, sex, health
record, employability of appnlicant; marital, settlement status; neme, ad-
dreou of spouse; place, date of birth of applicant, spouse; names, birth-
places of parents of applicant, spouse; names, addresses, ages, marital
status of children of applicant; names, addresses, financial status of
relatives of applicant; location, devcrlption, valuation of real and per-
sonal property; amount of outside income received, amount of insurance
carried, statement of investigation by welfare official, date of applica-
tion; signature of awpplicant, witness. Also contains copy of old age as-
sistance notice sent to state bureau of old age assistance: Name, address
settlement status of applicant, amount, nature of assistance; date of ap-
plication and avnroval thereof; signatures of welfare board members. Arr

&

alph. by name of applicant. No index., Hdw. on ptd. form. 11} x 15% x 2

220. (RECORD OF ASSISTANCE R ' 1931--. 1 f.d,
Neme of municipality, county; name, addres sex, color, physical conditi
of applicent; marital, citizenship st number of case, dates of applic
tion and approval thereof, month Tirst payment approved, amount granted,
dates of subseaquent investigations, reason and date case closed, if case
discharged. Arr. alph. by name of applicant. No index. Hdw. on ptd. fo
11+ x 15% x 23%,

221, (NOTICE TO APPEAL BOARD REGARDING AID-ALLOWANCE DEDUCTIONS),
POBIl =l Riids
Copies of notices sent to state appeal board informing it of deductions
made from applicant's aid allowance: Name, address, case number of appli
cant; amount of monthly aid, reason for deductions, date of notice, signa-
tures of members of welfare. Arr. alph. by name of applicant. No index.
Hdw. on ptd. form. 11% x 15% x 23%.

222, (REOPENING NOTICES), 1931--. 1 f.d.
Copies of notices to state bureau of old age assistance of reopening of
certain closed cases: Name, address, settlement status of applicant;
statement that applicant is in need of aid; amount, type of aid requested
amount of reimbursement claimed by town; date of notice, assistance;
signature of welfare official; remarks. Arr. alph. by name of epplicant.
No index. Hdw. on »td. form. Ll“ X lo~ % 5

223, OLD AGE ASSISTANCE BILLS, 1931--, 1 f.d.
Bills incurred in administration of aid: Name, address, case number of
recipient; amount, period, number, date of bill; signature of welfare of-
ficial approving payment. Arr. alph. by name of recipient. No index.
Hdw, on ptd. form. 11} x 15% x 23%.




Board of Public Welfare
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o

1931 == sr e o di
by relatives of
for aid: Name
salary, assets,
relatives,
Hdw.

applicant, used in
case number of ap-
total income of rela-
welfare official. Arr.
on ptd. form. 11% x 15

atures of

No index. X

Miscellaneous

(CORRESPONDEICE) ,

recipi tments, military quarters

records, etc. Arr. alph.
6% x 23%.
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Arr. alph. by name of recipient.

No arr. Hdw. on ptd. form.




entry p. 89
XV. WPA SPONSORS' AGENT

Since 1936 a WPA sponsor's agent has made annual reports to the town
on work done under the Work Projects Administration. Previous to this
time, however, the select-overseers had had direct charge of this office;
in 1933 the overseers reported that they had distributed certain quantlp‘g
FERA commo ities,2 the selectmen reported several CWA projects that haq
been started,” and one of the selectmen made the "Report of the Local
CWA administrator."

A "Local ERA Administrator" was mgntioned in the annual report for
; he was not one of the selectmen.” The following year the position
ponsor's agent was created and the superintendent of streets was ap-
nted to £ill it.6

1935
of S

jole}

BOARD OF

)

A board of health of five members was established in 1882, after
town had accepted a set of bylaws which included provisions for the ele

of such a board.8 The election was annual at first, with the overseers
of the poor sometimes serving with two other citizens as the board of
health.”? The method of election was cnapged in 1895: one member was
elected for one vear, one Por two , and one for three years, one
member to be elected ann for ¢ ,1 e-year term thereafter.iC This
method of election is

The close connection betwe I rd " health and the overseers
the poor existed even before ti} 11 creation of the latter board.
early as 1871 the overseers - rtain sums for medical care of tl

own's paupers and for the rent esthouse.12 1In 1883, after the

establishment of the hoard of hea

.

Reports, 1936, p. 160, see entry 2.
OSSR Dl 220
J0)10) pdieza s kidey
P 768
1935, p. 86.
L9S6 L D 604
For the statutorv origin and development of this office, see
Citv Government in Massachusetts.
Town Records, I, 264—276, see entry 35.
Annual Reports, 1887, p. 32; 1890, pp. 44, 45. see entry 2.
Town Records, I, 58l, see entry 35.
Annual Reports, 1939, p. 6. see entry 2.
Tbid., 1872, 1873, 1874 {unfolioed).
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,rd of Health

c¢f the poor with their overating expenzes.l

The members of the board were not full-time employees of the town; for
conduct of the duties of the office they have appointed certain persons
.om time to time as agents of the board, and as inspectors. An agent was
ointed in 1895;2 his appointment is shown in a number of subsequent
;g,z they also appointed inspectors of plumbingé. animals®, and slaughter-
©, and nurses’ and physician58 in connection with school health. In
st one vear, 1904, the becard appointed both an agent and a health off
board required milk, herd, and can inspection in 1908,10 and acted as the
inspection board in 1916.++ After the opening of Camp Devens in 1917
board made joint sanitary i G with officigls of the United Sta.
¢ Health Service.l2
appointed two of these nurs

at
ic

hoba Associated Boards
to the town through
able through this con-

2 vols.
> administration of health; approval
icenses and nits: date of meeting. Arr. chron. by date of
s No index. Hdw. 144 op 10% . : Secy. rm.. Nashoba
Center.
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XVII.

The term “agent of the board of health'
reral ways since it first appeared in the a
it was applied to an individual, who was
cers.t Tbe following ycar the officer ap

o
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pgent of the Board of Health - [230-233]
patients' Records

CASE RECORDS (Cont'dl

iv. Preschool and infant's history: Neme, address, date of birth,
sex. color, case number of infant; names of parents; place.
date of birth of mother; description of delivery; infant's
condition, feeding, age when talking and walking, age at ap-
pearance of first tooth, ages on dates of immunizations; record
of visits by physician, nurse; periodic summary of condition,
service, progress, and problems.

v. Treatments, record of' Name, address, color, sex, occupation or
school of patient; marital, economic status; names of parents;
case bi@tory of Wll ess: record of nursing care, summary of
physician's order, nt of insurance carried, date of record

vi. Tuberculosis records:
a, Case histories: Nam 3, physic condition, case

numb of pati ecord of visits by nurse, phaysician;

1i“t of s¢ ~%=~' and instructions given, summary

vie

te 11Lnrss reported; record of
laboratory tests, source of milk

rr. chron. by date illness reported.

1

to 70 pp. 195 X ‘Oﬁ = to lﬁﬂ 10~ > 24l

H.: 2t volgin 1916~ 34 secy. rm.

o9, (PHYSICIANS' REPORTS OF CONTAGIOUS DISEASES),
lot.

norts of contegious diseases, filled out and sent to board by attending
hysician: Name, address, place of employment, type of illness of patient;
yurce of milk supply, conditions of sewage, environwent; services rendered
nd action taken thereon, date of report, signature of physici Arr.
chron. by date of report. No index. Hdw. or typed on ptd. 1 n. 4 x 3

¢ 5% GenLiives i MeH,

253 (APPOINWMENT CARDS) oz e Y S SRR DY
ecord of patients' appointments for clinical treatment: Name, address,
ex, age, type of disease of pat tient, date of appointment. Arr. chron.
r date of appointment. No index. Typed on ptd. form. 5% LG DU s




[234-241] the Board of Health

; 22-1934, 1936--. 3 bdls.
Name, addless, : > ¢ of pupll; place, date of bi:
names, birthpla i ] ;r ts; name, grade of school atten
types, dates of dis s and 2 d fects requiring treatment (if ar
Arr. alph. by i No inde Hawisiionepids form i Qa8 x ]

24
R34,

QFRUPTI S 92 Tia T 925019 29 Tl RS q
teachers: Name, address, grade
date of illness; date of report.
Hdw. on ptd. form. 5% x 10}

REPORT Q

illnesses

oupil; name
by date

board

Tl
number of pupil; record of
Arr. alph. by name of

CLASSROQH I
Name. a”dﬂ’ss, age, weight,
health suggestions recommended and
pupil. No index. Hdw. on ptd.

of ) CHILDREN'S (Examinations). 1935--,

Name, addre hild; results examination. No obvious arr.

1oL 1

No index. ;‘: bl A

and Permits

PERMIT TO SELL MIIK).

iy

238. (COPIES OF
1916--.

Name, address of pers

signature of applican

Hdw. on ptd. form 6

application.

on uunnvvwng
e plication. No index.

Arr. chron. by date of
S = 14314

239, (STUBS OF BURIAL AND REMOVAL PERMITS)Y 11921~ 1 vol 5l
Neme, address, age, sex of decedent: name of petitioner, physician; pla
of interment; cause, place, date of death; date of permit. Arr. chron.

by date of permit. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 75 pp. 5% X 45 % %.
7 vols.. 1921-1934, nurse's

rm.: 4 vols., 1934--; gen,., va., T.H.
For record of permits kept by town clerk 1871--. see entry 62-vii.
(APPLICATIONS IFOR UNDERTAKERS! LICENSES), 1930--, 1 bdl.

occupation, experience of applicant; date of applica
P

Noizindexs “tHdws lonintds  Borme  bix 9 xil,

240.
Name. age, address,
tion. No obvious arr.

Miscellaneous

241, BILLS, . Jan. 1935==., 1 P,
Bills for supplies, maintenance, hos
amount, itemization, date of bill.
Hdw. foniptdlPorm; 1B x 5 x 9O

. (dated).
italization: Name of creditor;
rr chron. by date of bill. No index.
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[244-246] Public Health Nurse

244, RECEIPTS, Mar. 1934--. 41 envs. (dated).
Copies of receipts of nurse acknowledging payment by patients of fees for
services rendered: Name of patient; amount, date of fee, payment; signa-
ture of nurse. Also contains treasurer's receipts acknowledging payment
fees by nurse: Amount, date of receipt; signature of treasurer. Arr.
by date of receipt. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 4 x 6% x 1/8.

245, (RECORD OF CHILDREN LEFT IN CUSTODY OF NURS )i0i921-28 ¢ 4
Name, address, date of birth, sex, weight of child; diet given to chil
dace of record. Arr. chron. by date of record. No index. Hdw. on pt
form. 2% x 4 x 6.

XIX. IMILK AND SANITARY I‘S?VC"il

ap ointment of a milk and sanitary inspector by the board of
1own in the annual reports ror one year, 1931, at which tim

ep01uod on analyses of milk samples, visits to farms, dai:

ilar duties pe?Lormcd in other years by the board of heal

Record of licenses for sale, delivery, and pasteurization of milk; pem
for sale of oleomargarine and grade "A" milk: Neme, address of licens:
type, number, term, date of license or permit; "iﬁnctvres of board of
health. Also contains record of receipts and expenditures. Arr. chro:
date of license and permit or rcceivt a e“hendluure. No index. Hdw
144 pp. 105 x 8 x . Secy. rm 2shob alth Center.

246. (LICENSES AND PERMITS), 1928-32. 1 vol. System discont

oF AhIl&L

An officer to inspect provisions, fish, and animals intended for
slaughter or the production of milk was appointed in Ayer in 1894 after
the General Court had enacted a law directing that the selectmen of tow
make such an appointment annually.5 The act stipulated that the inspec
carry out and enforce all regulations and orders given to him by the bo
of health and the cattle commissioners of the state. The title given
the officer was inspector of animals and provisions.

For the statutory origin and development of

City Govermment in Massachusetts.

Annual Reports, 1931, p. 142, see entry 2.
1894, p. 2, see entry 2; Acts, 1894, ch. 491, sec. 1.
SEC e




Inspector of Animals [247]

Some of the duties of the office in regard to fish and provisions
were given to the boards of health by another General Court act in 1899;
after this year the officer was known merely as the inspector of animals,
his appointment still made by the selectmen.2 In 1906 he appears in the
annual reports as also the inspector of cattle,5 and in 1912 as animal
inspector only.é This is the title still used.®

At various times in recent years some of the earlier duties of th
officer have appeared in_ the board of health reports. These include in-
spectim of slaughtering,  and milk inspection, for which a separate report
was made in 1931.7

247, (RECORD OF INSPECTION OF ANIMAT 1 2 vols.
Nemes, address ] t ingd number of cattle, swine
inspected; suggestions for improveme f inspection. Arr. chron.
by date of inspection. No index. H form. 7 50 ipp.: Bix 4% x %.
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poard of Water Commissioners

16 report the commissioners stated that thc last outst
water system had been paid on the town' 50th annive

o ration.-
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Since 1925 the water PO”lStTOT has been
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Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the w

room, Town Hall. In addition to the following rec
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3T ha
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~r rates, bills, refund
tenance; date of meet
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Board of Water Commission

Meter Records

252. WATER WORKS REGISTER, 1902-25, 1936--. 2 volaiis il foan
Consumers' accounts: Name, adl“euu, service number of consumer; number
families in bu1ld1no, number of faucets and water outlets in hou"c wate
rate; number, size, type of meter; name of person installing, remov1pg
meter, dates thereof; date of meter reading; number of cubic
of ‘utev consumed; amount charged, register number, remarks.
chron. by date of entry; 1926-- arr alph. by name of consumer.

Hdw. on ptd. form. Vols., 200 pp 22 x 1; £.d.,5 x 8 x 15.

17
1902-25, gen. va., T.H.; Pods, 1936- water comms. rm.

255, METER R )28--. 1 box. Prior records destroyed.
Care record of meters lan address, service number of consumer; numbe
type of meter used; date of meter installation, removal; reason for
cost, date of resetting. Arr. alph. by name of consumer. No index.
on ptd. form. b5z x 4 x 6%. Supt. off., Ayer Water Works

o4
254, NEW

{ETERS, 1925--. 1 vol. Prior rec
Name, adrT\
of nete location, ﬂnte of installation;
wnsual"ng, inspecting Arr. chron.
7"1084.. Hdw. on ptd. fsrm. ] 5 X £.
Works. !

l
Record of ins ellsulor of new mezors:
T

255. REPAIR METER 928 2 vols. Prior records destroyed.
lecord of meter renair Name, address of consumer; meke, number,

meter; date meter removed; typ t, date of repair. Arr.

of repair., No index. ﬂdw. Dt form 1200 pplil 2 s
Ayer Water Works.

Service and Plant Operation

256, (APPLICATIONS FOR WATER SQQVICE > ol
Name, address of applica “; reason for applicati date thereof; signa
of applicant, wit i 1 ) pay for service
Arroichrons b { [ apr Hdw. ptd. form. No index. 250
1He) b dal(of bt pt ] » Water Works

257. SERVICE CARDS, . f.b. Prior records destro
Record of service connections: ANE 3 service number of consume
number of families using = ets, water closets, bath
rooms; number, size, tyvpe of meter; date of 1nstallau10h, removal of met
name of person removing meter; amount, date of reading; rate per gallon.

irr. alph, by name of consumer. No index. Hdw. om ptd. form. Bdls.;
X d e b 5% XaBix 5 Sl H A gL g oz supt. off., Ayer Water Work
f.b., 1930--, Hill's Drug Store.




Roard of Water Commissioners -
agrvice and Plant Operation

o58. RECORD (of New Service, Renewals, Shut-offs), 1928--. 1 vol.
eme, address of consumer; description of pipe connections, gate twin
ghut-off; name of person effecting installation, renewal, ut-off, and
\ates thereof; date of record. Arr. chron. by date of record. No index

1dw. 300 pp. 6% « 72 x 1, Supt. off., Ayer Water Works.

959, ADDRESSOGRAPH LIST OF WATER CONSUMERS g A s o
ame, address, service number of consumer. G 3 consumer.
index. Ptd. F.d., 2% x B x 1645 roll;

260. (Records of) DAVIDSON PUIMP
1 bdle

and paper poor;
134 ix 185 % 1.
Ayer Water Works.

261.
1y record of pump operation
orers; number of hours worked; type, locati

spairs; time pumps sta

meters, stops set; statistical summaries Ol
essure in system; largest daily, weekly,
mped. Arr. chron. by day. No index. Hdw.

?f,, Ayer Water Works.

262, (Daily) RECORD (of Labor Performed at
1933--. 1 vol.
laborer, type of work perform
date of work. Arr. chron. by day.
Supt. off., Ayer Water Works.

26%. (RECORD OF PULPIT ROCK WELLS), June
er, depth of wells; quality, flow of water;
of vacuum gauge reading. No obvious arr.

) 8%. Supt. off., Ayer Water Works.

264, CASH, 1908--. 5 vols.
sord of departmental receipts and expenditure
1ccount number; dates of water assessments,
ount, date, classification of receipt or
naid to treasurer and dates thereof. Arr. by date of transa
No index. Hdw. 1908-17; hdw. on ptd. form 1918--.
x 1 to 16% x 14 x 2. Gen. va., ToH.




Board of Water Commissioners
prDWPLo and Expenditures

265. RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES, WATER DEPT , TOWN OF AYER, 1908--
3 vols Title varies: Total Payments to Treasurer by
Registrar, 1919-36, 1 vol
Contains OluSSlIlCﬂulOn of receipts and expenditures and ledger record of
sinking fund as posted from Cash, entry 264:
i. Receipts, 1908-35: Amounts received from water rates, approy
tions for construction work, date received.

ii. Expenditures, 1908--: Name of creditor; amount of maintenance
construction, repair, miscellaneous expenses, interest paym
rebates, payment on notes, dates of payments.

iii. Water department sinking fund, 1908-35: Amount of cash on
deposits in banks: amount of interest ayments, total
on hand; amount, date of receipt, payment.
Arr. by name of account and chron. thereunder by date of entry
Hdw. on ptd. form 200 to 1000 7 e oMl @ e RS B
1908-35, gen. va.,, T H ; 1 vol 5--, water comms. rm

266 LEDGER, 1903-12. 1 vol
Summery of accounts as posted from Cash, entry 264: Name, number
of account; amount, date of debit, credit posting Arr. by namne of
and chron. thereunder by date of entry Indexed alph by name of accou
Haw. 230 pp. 8% x 7 x 3/4. Gen. va., T H

Record of money received from customers for meters, fixtures, water ra
niscellaneous charges: Name, address, account number of customer; page
and line reference to Commitment of Water Charges, entry 272; type of
ure, meter; amount, date of payment by consumer; amount, date of tra:
of funds to treasurer. Arr chron. by date of transfer to treasurer
index, Hdw. 200 pp. 16 x 125 x 1 2 vols., 1924-33, gen va
vol. , 1934--, Hill's Drug Store.

267 VATER COLLECTOR'S CASH (Receipt) BOOKS, 1924- S5 vols

i
AT

268. REGISTRAR'S RECEIPTS, 1923-- 5 vols., 7 bdls Prior recc
destroyed.
“kpowlodgment by town treasurer of receipt from water
umers' payments: Amount, date of receipt; signature of
chron. by date of recelnu‘ No index. de on ptd. form
8F x4 x'1; bdls., 3'x'6 x &. ' 4 vols
1939 55, water comms, rm.; 1 vol., 19

Vouchers and Bills
(See also entry 290)

269. WATER REGISTRAR - VOUCHERS, 1923-- 3 f,b 6ithdilis . (BT
1923-27, 1929-32, dated; 6 bdls., 1926- 933--, unlabe
Prior records destroyed.
Expense vouchers covering operating, maintenance, pay roll, and miscel-
laneous items: Name, account number of payee; number, amount, date of
Voucher; signatures of commissioners. Arr. chron. by date of cher.
idex. Hdw. on ptd. form. F.b., 14 x 10% x 4%; bdls., 9 x 4% x 2%, 3
1929-62, 2 bdlgl 419262280 zen. iva. s T Hisretbib e S beiign s
rm.; 1 bdl., 1936--, Hill's Drug Store.
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Board of Water Commissioners - [270-276]]

Vouchers and Bills

o70. (STUBS OF CUSTOMERS' BILLS), 1931--.. 1 f£.d., 1 bdl. Prior
records destroyed.

stubs of bills paid by customers to registrar: Name, address of customer;
amount, date of bill. Arr. chron. by date of bill. No index. Hdw. on
otd. fomme: Eadsy Al x 13 x 222 bdl.;-3.x 6% x ks 1 £.d.;1951-35,
water comms. rm.; 1 bdl., 1936--, Hill's Drug Store.

571. (Copies of) SUNDRY BILLS, 1929--. 1 bdl.

Name, address of creditor; amount, purpose, date of bill; date of payment.
\rr. chron. by date of bill. No index. Hdw. 1l x 8% Xl Supbey o Pty
Ayer Water Works.,

Commitments and Abatements

279, COMMITMENT OF WATZR CHARGES, 1918--. 2 vols.
me, account number of consumer; charges for fixtures, meter, water con-
umption, miscellaneous items; total charges; credits for cash payments,
wount of abatement; date of commitment, payment; remarks. Arr. alph. by
ame of consumer. No index.. Hdw. on ptd.,férm. 600 pp- !
N, Ve, LT.H.

273, WATER DEPARTIENT WARRAWTS, 1924-25, 1934--. 1 env., 1 bdl.
opies of orders to collector for collection of overdue water accounts:
lame, address of debtor; amount due from each, total amount due, date
» warrant. Arr. chron. by date of warrant. No index. Hdw. on ptd.

Env., 9% x 4% x 1%; bdl., 9 x 7 x 1/8. 1 env., 1924-25, gen. va.,

=

1 bdl., 1934--, Hill's Drug Store.

o74, (LIST OF ABATEMENI'S), 1924-25. 2 envs.
st of abatements authorized by water commissioners: Name of consumer;
iount, date of abatement; signatures of commissioners. No obvious arr.

index. Hdw. 55 x 9 x 1 and 10 x 4% x 14, Gen. va., T.H.

== =

Checks and Bank Accounts

275. (Canceled Checks) FIRST NATIONAL BANK, 1925-27, 1931--. 1
cardboard box.

of payee; amount,, number, purpose of check; signature of treasurer..

chron. by date of check. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. & X S X 2.

V8eus NS

276, (STUBS OF CHECKS DRAWN ON FIRST NATIONAL BANK), Feb. 26, 1936 -
Sept. 29, 1936, I vol.
of payee; amount, number, purpose, date of check. Arr. num. by check
No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 50 pp. 8 x 7 X . Hill's Drug Store.




Water Commissioncrs -
and Bank Accounts

277. (MONTHLY BANK S STATEMENTS), Jan.-Sept. 1936. 1 env.
Name of account; amount, date of deposit, withdrawal; balance on hand at
beginning and end of month. Arr. chron. by month. No index, Typed on
ptd. form. 10% x 4% x L. Gen. va., T.H.

278. (ACKNOWLEDGMENTS BY FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF INTEREST PAID ON
DEPARTMENT NOTES), 1929-32. 7 sheets in 1 env.
Name of payer, reason for payment; amount, date of receipt; signature of
bank official. No obvious arr. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 3% x 8%,
Filing cabinet.

Plans

279. (MISCELLANEOUS ORIGINAL AND DUPLICATE PLANS), 1880-1928.
43 original, 20 duplicate plans

Engineering plans of wells, pipe lines, ts and roads, railroad cros:
ings, reservoir lot, source of proposed jional water supply, waterwc
building, poppet valve, pumping odatlor, T supply system. Various

2uthors, publishers, places of Dulllc’*won Black-and-white, bluoprip+
pts. Scales & X OF 50 16 original and 20 dUDllvutO ple
1880-1928, gen. va., T.H i ans, 1867~i92/; water comms. rm.; 14 ple
1887-1928, pt. off., Ayer Wat Works.

1887-1933 1 compartmen

Engineering pl G O] f i mains, proposed park, Sandy Pc
road extension, pumpin tat k ipe crossings over Grove Pond.
Authors, puoiisnerg. ] 2es of I ication unknown. Blueprints and phot
graphs Scales var: Opizeilslo) e [ Lnder counter.

2814 ”)L‘AJV OF PUMP), Apr.
of Nash Hytor motor-driven prlﬂlnu pump. Drawn by Nash Engineering
South Norwalk, Connecticut. Blueprint. No scale. 10 x 15

Land Takings and Rights-of-Wav
g Y

DEEDS AND LAND TAKINGS FOR RIGHT OF WAY ON SOUTHERLY SIDE OF
TANNERY POND, Sept. 27, 1906; Mar. SR RI08 Ap i L 991
3 deeds in 1 env. (12).
Deeds to land taken for additional wells and D¢otect1on of water: Name,
address of grantor, grantee; location, description, valuaticn of property
consideration, date of deed, signatures of grantor and.wi'tnesse
¥o index. Typed, typed on ptd. fork. 103 4 x.4, Safe.

283. DEEDS (to Land for) RESERVOIR, 1887. 1 env. (6).
Quitelaim and warranty deeds from Charles F. Stone to Ayer for land for res
ervoir: Name, address of grantor, grantee; location, description, valuation
of property; warranty covenant oz quitclaim clause,. amount of consideratic
date of deed; volume and page reference to deed recorded in county registry
of deeds, signatures of grantor and witnesses. Includes acknowledgmcat of
notary publlb showing attestation, date of act; signature, seal of notar
public. No obvious arr. No index. Original taking, hdw., copy of takun.
typed; deeds, hdw. on ptd. form. lO“ 5. 40 Xl S afie




Board of Water Commissioners -
TLand Takings and Rights-

DEED)
Pond from
entry “”

¢LOLMQDJLWF
description, see

(ORIGINAL RIGHTS
Sept. 1, 1894;
1 env. (L4).
nveyances to town of Ayer of
1€ addresses of parties, am
sription of rights granted
ument recorded in
acknowledgmen
signature, sea
typed on Pu:

285.

instr

of -We

SO

county

[284-289]

ay

env. (o},

S"'ah P and Grace Lawrence to town of Ayer
Typed. 10% x 45 x #. Safe.

-QF-WAY GRANTED TO TOWN OF AYER), July 19, 1893;
Sept.

18, 1906; Dec. 19, 1914. 4 documents in
right to lay water pipes on grantors' lands:
ount of consideration, location of drain,
date of instrument, volume and page reference
registry of deeds, signatures of parties.
of the peace showing attestation, date
the peace. No obvious arr. No index

3/4. Safe.

Bids and Contracts

(WATER PIPE LINE
ments in

of parties; T
natures of partie
greement, 1904,

286 .

37 AYTER
and uDCC“ cati

cast-iron

ons
water

tracts
7en wells,
ties,

date of cont

ms
o )

ctor and water commissioners.

ious arr. No index. Hdw.
and
1917.

288. (Original

oyl 2T

amount of accepted bid,
ract; guarante

S), 1904, 1908-15. 6 agree-
agreement; cost of extension,
agreement. No index.

hdw. 10% x 4% x 1. Safe.

aying water pipes and construction of
standpipes: Names of contracting
timated amount of materials needed;
payment by town; signatures of con-
Includes contractors surety bond. No
40 pp. 9 x 63 x 1/8. Gen. va., T.H.

CONTRACT FOR LOW-TENSION ELECTRIC CURRENT,

sheets in 1 env. (15).

tract between Ayer Electric Light Company and water commissioners to

nish
iod of
index.

contract,
Hdw. on ptd. form.
(BIDS ON PIPE LINE
1 env.
by contractors
nes, and quoting pricov
ducers, sleeves; estimat
ate of bid. No index.

289.

1

current at pumping station:
signatures

giving cost of
on pipe lines,
GOl
Hdw., typed.

Names of contracting parties; terms,
of contracting parties. No obvious arr.
103 x 4% x . Safe.

FROM -HOSPITAL TO CENTRAL AVENUE), 1928.

abor for excavating, laying of pipe
gate valves, hydrants, increasers,
total cost, date of bid. .chron. .by

4 x 9% x =,

o




Board of Water Commissionerg

Miscellaneous

290. CORRESPONDENCE, 1887-1911, 1920--. 1 vol., 7 bdls., 1 f.d.
Correspondence regarding bids, proposals, inquiries for material and equi
ment, water rates, payments, meters. Also contains:

i payable, 1920--: Name, address of creditor; description,

of items; total ‘“uunt terms, date of bill.
ions for extension of wathr line along Park Street.
ate of record. No index. Hdw., typed. Vol. 400 pp.
S v s e 9k 4 asel G yollt TERr o5
i 1920- T.H.; 6 bdls., 1920--, water con

19S5 B Uy o Py

sampies of water sent to the state depar
and for shipment of meters for repai
date of shipment, signature
receipt. No index. Hdw. on
er Water Works.

Prior records destroye
on Ford trucks, including
bvious arr. No index. Typ

-34. 2 envs. (1 env., 1912-1
Sl

date of payment, cancelation st

Hdw. on ptd. form. 11} x

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, TOWN OF AYER, WATER LOAN, July
1t} 20 bonds in 1 env.
01d Colony Trust Company, Boston: Name of payee;
payment; amount, purpose, terms, number, rate of
of issue, maturity; signatures of town treasurer
water commissioners. Arr. num. by bond no. No index. Ptd-. T x5 x

Filing cabinet. °

IONERST

At the annual town meeting in 1900 it was voted to establish

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office,
wn and City Government in Massa

chusetts.




Park Commissioners Next entry p. 106

of park commissioners, and three persons were elected to serve until the
succeeding meeting.t Previous to this time, however, a "park or commons
committee" had been mentioned in the tovm records from 1872 to 1874; it
had three members, one elected for one year, one for two years and one for
tnree years.

The commissioners did not appear on the ballot with other town officers
until 1903, when.an article in the warrant for the annual meeting asked
that they be added. The system of electing one commissioner for three
years at each annual meeting is still followed.4 The commission has
supervision over the town's four park sites.

The commissioners keep no records.

XXIV, SUPERINTENDENT OF STREETS®

Supervision over the highways, streets, sidewalks and bridges of Ayer
has been handled in various ways since 1871, sometimes by highway com-
missioners, some years by superinte highways or streets and in some
years directly by the selectimen They were three surveyors of highways in
1871, who may have been.the s lectmen. ’ he following year the selectmen
were authorized to petition the county missioners for the building of
a road;8 in 18879 anad 18891 he selectm p mentioned as being the
SUrveyors.

: L il i G 1
A superintendent signed the highway and sidewalk reports in 18901‘
and in 1894 he is shown to be one of the selec’cmenf2 In 1904 the board
of

gselectmen announced a "new policy" under which the superintendent of
13

streets was not a selectmen. An effort to secure the election of high-
way surveyors was again made in 1906, but the question was tabled.14

The superintendent is appointed by the selectmen and at the present
o X - o 1 5}
is not a member of that board.1®

Town Records, I, p. 716, see entry 3O.
Ibid., pp. 15 to 163 passin.
Ampual Reports, 1903, p. 66, see entry 2.
Qs 9B oD o 16k
EBiid e 19290 pa 98,
Tor the statutory origin and development of this office, see
d City Govermment in Massachusetts.
Town Records, I, 8 et seq., see entry 35.
I, 96,
Reports, 1887, pp. 34-38, see entry 2.
1889, p. 19.
1890, pp. 19; 20,
1894, p. 2.
1904, p. 34.
1906 n 8T
1939, pp. 3, 64.




Superintendent of Streets

dition to the following record, see entries 12, 13 for petitions
and reports thereon 1854-1924.

watTq
1y S

(RECORD OF TIME AND PAY ROLL), 1932--., 9 vols,
mployee, location of work, number of hours of labor daily, rate
amount of pay received, date of pay roll. Arr. alph., by name of
No index. Hdw. 30 pp. 7 x 4 x 1/8. Sel. T DoHE

XXV. TREE WARDENl

‘al Court provided in 1899 that every town at its annual
uld elect a tree warden to serve for one gear and should
e compensation to be paid to the officer. In accordance
the 1900 annual meeting in Ayer elected a tree warden fror

Tt of the tree warden was included with other departmental
*:"04,-,4 at which time the warden told of work done in elimina
e.* The following vear he reported that "we are apparentl
psy moths", a pest that was causing considerable trouble i:
of the state.® A law concerning the gypsy and brown-tail ;

the General Court in 1905,6 and in 1906 the tree warden
> destruction of several hundred nests.” The following yeax
trden signed his report as tree warden and moth superintenden
the duties of moth control until 1910;9 in 1911 an office f
/as Tilled by a separate superintendent,l0 and the two office
>d distinet to the present time.ll The tree warden is elect

\RECORD OF WORK DONE), 1933--. 1 vol.
‘©ss of property owner having work done on trees, shrubbery;
mount of other work by department; amount of yearly appropri:
T work. Arr. chron. by date of work. No index. Hdw., 100 pp.
Cabinet, sel. rm., T.H.

r statutory origin and development of this office, see Town
‘ernment in Massachusetts.
3899 S¥enti330
m Records, I, 710, See entry 35,
1 Reports, 1904, p. 70, see entry 2.
;- 1905, 75 dn.
/ 905 Ch 2AE8 1
Annual Reports, 1906, p. 49, see entry 2.
[bid., 1907, p. 52.
SRR el
SO ST
SE9BY D B
190 {3y




Next entry p. 109
1
XXVI. LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT OF MOTH WORK

A local superintendent of moth work was appointed by the selectmen
foer the first time in 1911.2 Previous to this time the work connected
with control of the gypsy and brown-tail moths had been a part of the
duties of the tree warden, who made several reports on moth work between
1900 and 1910.° 1In the latter year the General Court passed an act making
the moth work a separate function; the act specified that the state forester
snould have charge of the work, and under his direction local superintendents
of moth work would serve in the towns.% The local superintendent appears
on the list with other Ayer town officers in 1911° and thereafter to the
oresent time.6

The commissioners keep no records, .

XXVII. CONSTABLES!

One or more constables have been elected at each annual town meeting
Lyl
rrom 1871 to the present time.’ While the annual report for the year

ending 1872 did not show the appointments of any of the town J>fficers,

t listed an expense item for posting and returning varrants for the meet-
ings (one man) and similer duties later definitely given to the constables.8
\ similar entry is found for 1873;9 in 1889, after the town had accepted
he Australian ballot system, the constables are found on the ballot with
>ther officers to be elected.LO

During the earlier years the constables are siown alsc as Goe town's
truant officers. They are not shown as the officers in charge of en-
oreing the truancy laws after 1883.12 They appear on the list of town

sfficers for the first time in the ainual report for 1886; there were two

For the statutory origin and development of this office, sce
City Government in Massachusetts.
Annusl Reports, 1911, p. 4, see entry 2.
Town Records, I, 470, see entry 35; Annual Reports, 1904, p. 47;
47; 1906, p. 49; 1910, p. 39, see entry 2.
TG0 ehi ko0
Reports, 1911, p. 5, see entry 2.
1939, p+ S
Reports, 1872 (unfolioed); 1939, p. 5, see entry 2.
1872 (unfolioed).
1873 (unfolioed).
1890, p. 45.
1874 (unfolioed).
L8BBLapL 198




Next entry p. 109 Constables

o
constables that year 1 The number increased to four in 1890,¢ five in
19135 and varied between four and five, elected to serve for one year, to
1 4.
the present.™=

The constables keep no records, but see entry 31 for selectmen's
warrants to constables 1873-91.

XXVIII. POLICE DEPARTMENT5

Since 1871 Ayer has had some form of police protection, provided e
rst or the selectmen's appointment of regular and special police off TS
a chief of police and a police department. In 1871 there were
Lo}igemen and one special officer.® The selectmen appointed a chie
in 1879;' the number of regular and special officers varied after this year
with the chief sometimes signing their reports.8

Police duty was part -time work during the earlier years; the ap-
propriations were small® and in 1886 the warrant for the annual town_
meeting had asked if the town would vote to employ a night watchman,lG
During some years the police officer served also as truant officer and

lighter of the street lam Fs 11  The latter duty was separated from the
police functions in 1890.

In 1896 no police officers' names appeared among the town official
there was simply an expense entry for "Enforcement of the law, $108.00
By 1900, however, the department appears to have taken concrete form;
that year there was a chief, a special police officer and night police
man.l4 The night policeman was hired after a series of burglaries in -
tcwn; he worked from midnight to 6 A.M. 15 o years later his job was

bad 118907, ipiii 45t
bid.
A opife R TG ol )
Tbiid s 989 ipt 5,
For statutory origin and development of this office, see Town
Government in Massachusetts.
Town Records, » I, 38, 39, see entry 35.
Selectmen's Pecordu, I (unfc71oed), see entry 1.
Annual Reports, 1887, p. 33; 1888, p. 49 1896 ps L6013
D 255 1917 p. 137, see entry 2.
9. Ibld. 1887, LAl 808 N6
10. bid., 1886, p. 28.
e aiEbaid s R 887 At A
125 bilds 118904, 123k
13. DAidGH A8 68 DL h 5L
14. bid., 1900, 4.
1:5) bid., 1900, pp 4, 30.




Police Department

combined witn that of jenitor of the town hal

When Camp Devens opened during the World
nertment was greatly increased. The regula
d to be doubled and in addition three Stute
n the town.® In 1917 the department consis
nd 30 special officeru.S By 1939, however
three officers, one of them the chief.
truency laws, certain of the town 1 bylaws, a
ven to the chief regarding taf~cao° S )LH(”
e provisions of the General Laws,
gulations. 6

e

'h

A1l records are in the police
the following records, see entry 8
r revolver, 1922--; entry 9 for copies
924~~.

NTS) , 1929--. 5
jcers' reports on motor vehicle acci
stry motor vehicles: Names, addresses
ving experience of operators, names,
dresses, sex, ages of passengers, pedes
on numbers, makes, types, operating cond
cation, cause, date, time of accident;
tions; officer's statement of other p01nt~
report; signatures of witnesses and office
ident. No index, Hdw. 100 pp. 10 x 8

(AUTOMOBILE ACCIDED
s

of
ﬂdures

20

ZC‘Q

g8. REPORT OF DOG OFFICER, 1935--. 1 T
ports of unlicensed dogs seized by officers:

ed, sex, description of dog; place, date ce
ricd of and amount due for COHTIDCWPHu.

mer or sold; name; address of new owner;

officer. No obvious arr. No index Hdw.

rne

nd spe
1938,

'own Hall.
mse to

se

vols
dents
sex,

ses of car

OWners;

older.

on ptd

carry
firearms

Si ignavure

e
1/8

=

1902,
1916,

Do 28,
P.. 98
ORGP SO
1939 'p, 1105
see also By-Laws,
Reports, 1938, p.

art.

e

S OOk 10
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see entry 67.

General Laws,
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[299_304] lice Department - Reports

299. (SUMMARY OF POLICE ACTIVITIES), 1935--. 1 folder.
Annual -statistical summaries of arrests, missing persons, houses looted.
major crimes. Includes list of special officers. No obvious arr. No
index. Hdw. 12 x 95 x %

Arrests
(See also entry 299)

300. ARREST BOOKS, 1922--. 1 vol. Prior records destroyed.
cord of arrests: Name, address, age, occupation, nationality of person
name of arresting officer; nature, date of offense; dispositior
remarks, date of record. Also contains record of:
Place, date, time of raid; purpose of raid, summary of
events occurring during raid; date of record.
w storms: Date, time storm began, ended.
Stolen and recovered’ property, entry 304.
| No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 400 PP.

System estab. 1935,
y reference: Name, aliases, addres:
physical description of person arrested;
i Arr. alph. by name of
BN PR T T

envs. System estab. 1935.
1 address, age, birthplace, occupa
description, family history of person
place, time, date of arrest, name of
1 £ i investigation; date placed on probati
remarks. Arr. chron. by date of arrest. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form.

o

(HELEASES), 1935-~. 2 envs. Prior records destroyed.
persons arrested and discharged after signing statement releasi
police department from liability for arrest: Name of person arrested;
text, date of release; signatures of arrested person-and witnesses. Arr

chron. by date of release. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 4 x 9 x %.

Violations

(RECORD OF STOLEN AND RECOVERED PROPERTY), 1936--. 1 vol.
2-35, also 1936-- in Arrest Books, entry 300-iii,

iption, value of property; date stolen, recovered; name of suspect
(if any); whether arrests made by police of neighboring towns, record
number. Also contains record of vagrants lodged: Name, address, age,
physical description of vagrant. Arr. num. by record no. No index.
Haw. 150 pp. 10 x 74 x




Police Department - [305-3111
Violations

%05. DAILY REPORT (of Motor Vehicle Violations), 1937--. 5 vols.
Prior records destroyed.
Reports compiled from (Policemen's Note Book), entry 307: Name, address,
date of birth of driver; meke, model, type, registration number of car;
number, date of license; date, time, facts of violation; signature, recc-
ommendation of policeman. Arr. chron. by day. No index. Hdw. 100 pp.

9 x6 x%.

306. (LICENSE-SUSPENSION NOTICES), 1937--. 1 folder.
Notices sent by state registry of motor vehicles' to suspend licenses of
motor vehicle operators for violation of law: Name, address, license
number of licensee; reason for and date of suspension, signature of state
registrar. No obvious arr. No index. Typed on ptd. form. 11 X 8% al/ 88

307. (POLICEMEN'S NOTE BCOK), 1933--. 7 vols. Prior records destroyed.
Notes on law infractions including motor vehicle violations, description
of conditions at places suspected of selling liguor unlawfully; description
of persons sought as fugitives from justice; date of note. Arr. chron.
date of note. No index. Hdw. 100 pp. 7 x 4% x 3/8.

308. (OUT-OF-TOWN
destroyed.
Copies of summonses sent by outside police departments wi
shey be served by Ayer police department on residents:
person surmoned: name of town sending
f chief af police.. Arr. num by summons
x 12t

(Selectmen's) WARRANTS TO KILL UNLICENSED DOGS, 1934--.

env.

of warrant; signatures selectmen. No obvious arr. No in-
Hdw. on ptd. form. 9%
For similar warrants to constable 1873-91, see entry 31.

Financial Records

310. RECORD OF MONEY RECEIVED BY CIHIEF OF POLICE, 1928--. 2 vols
Receipts from licenses issued and rental of Town Hall: Name, address of
payer, type of license issued; amount, date of receipt; receipt number.
Arr, chron. by date of receipt. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 50 to
400 pp. 3% x 8% x & to 17 x 13% x 13.

311. (TREASURER'S RECEIPTS), 1930-1935--. 2 envs.
Receipts given by treasurer acknowledging payment of fees collected by
police department for various licenses and rental of Town Hall: Name of
payer; amount, date of receipt; signature of treasurer. Arr. chron. by
iate of receipt. No index. Hdw. 4 x 93'X %.




[312-318] Police Department -
Financial Recordg

312. . (RECORD OF EXPENDITURES) , 1931-34, Feb. 1935 - May 1935.
2 vols. System discont. May 1935.
Expenditures for salaries of regular and special officers, travel, other
sundry items: Name of payee; amount, date, purpose of expenditure. Apr
chron. by date of expenditure. No index. Hdw. 25 Pp. 8% X7 x 1/8 ang
150 pp. 10 x 8 x L.

Miscellaneous

CRIMINAL RECORDS FROM STATE INSTITUTIONS, 1935--, 1 folder.
System estab. 1935,
tories of persons arrested by department, information obtained
state penal institutions: Name, address of institution; name,
Ses, sex, color, birthplace, fingerprints, date of birth, nationalj
ical description of criminal; criminal Specialty, prior criminal rec-
ord; date of arrest, charge preferred, disposition of case, criminal cl;
sification number; signature of official taking fingerprint impressions
date of impression. Arr. alph. by name of criminal. No index. Hdw. o
pudLi Formitd giix 128 gl

314, (RECORD OF RENTALS OF TOWN HAIL), 1931--. 1 vol.
Name of rentor; amount, date, purpose of rental. Arr. chron. by date of
rental. No index. Hdw. Writing illegible. 188 ol Ok Sl e %.

315. (Stubs of) POLICE DEPARTMENT PERMIT(s) TO DO NECESSARY WORK
ON THE LORD'S DAY, 1931--. 4 vols. Prior records destroyed
ss of person or organization receiving permit; place, reason,
k

Name, addr
date of wo
with permit

pp. 4% x 11 x

e
Tk; signature of police chief. Arr. chron. by date of permit
numbered consecutively. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 75

e
=

316. (Notice of) INTENDED SALE OR TRANSFER OF MOTOR VEHICLES,
19385-~L i 1 £.d.

Names, addresses of new owner and prior owner(s); type, meke, model, yea
motor and registration numbers of vehicle; statement of any alteration i
motor or maker's number, date of notice, signature of new owner. Includ
on reverse side: Name, address of owner; signature of state registry of
ficial authorizing sale, date thereof. Arr. chron. by date of notice.
index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 5 x 15 x 30.

S7: (COHRESPONDENCE), 1935--. 1 f.b. Prior records destroyed.
General correspondence with town and state officials relative to eriminal
wanted, records of stolen property, complaints, liquor-act rulings, No
obvious arr. No index. Haw., typed. 12 x 12 x 9 3/4.

318. BLACK LIST LETTRRS) 19854 i 2 anva.
Letters to chief of police to stop sale of liquor to certain husbands or
sons of Ayer families. Arr, chron. by date of letter. No index. Hdw.,

1

typed. 95 x 4 x 3.




Police Department -
Miscellaneous

319. (NOTICES OF POLICE APPOINTMENTS), 1936--.
Notices by selectmen to police chief: Name, address, title of appointes;
date of appointment, notice; signatures of selectmen. 167 chron. by
date of notice. No index. Typed. 103 x 4 x %.

For record of appointments 1870-1935, see entry 27.

320. (RULES AND REGULATIONS OF POLICE DEPARTMENT), 1935. 1 fclder.
Copies of general laws and supreme-court decisions applicable to police
administration. No obvious arr. No index. Typed. 9% x 2 x 1/8.

]
XIX. BCARD OF FIRE INGINEERS

Since the incorporation of the town the Ayer selectmen have appointed
varying numbers of men to protect the community against fire. TFrom 1871
to 1874 ghere were two firewards, two stewards and a number of volunteer
firemen;® in 1875 three engineers were appointed to serve an indefinite

2 A . . .
term.? One of them was chief and the remaining two described as
"assistants."4

The firewards were authorized to act with the selectmen in consider-
ing the ersction of reservoirs in 1872;5 two years later they reported
that reservoirs had been placed at four points in the town.® An expense
entry for an engine company is found in the annual repcrt for the year
1871,7 a hook-and-ladder company in 18768 and "Hose Co. #1" in 1882.
The latter year the pergsonnel of the department included 45 in the
engine company, 20 in the hook-and-ladder company and three engineers.
The engineers were also the forest fire wards in 1887.11

10

The fire department reported a reorganization in 1889, the first
of several. The old Colonel Needham Engine Company retired after 18
years of service, and the Alert Hook and Ladder Company, the Alfred
Page Hose No. 1, and the B. H. Hartwell Hose Company No. 2 were formed.
There were fifteen men in each of the latter two companies,12 the

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see
and City in Massachusetts.
2. Annual Reports, 1876, pp. 16, 17, see entry 2.
Town Records. I, 161. see entry 35.
Ibid., I, 90-95.
Annual Reports. 1874 (unfolioed), see entry
Ibid., 1873 (unfolioed).
Tbiid s @l876ps 168
Ibid., 1888, p. 15.
Ibid.. p. 28,
Ibid TLBIEAPAS ok TRt
Ibid 18890 ipe 355




Next entry p. 115 Board of Fire Ingineers

following year a total of 55 men and three engineers was reported.l in
a second reorganization in 1895 the number of men was reduced. to 45,2 and
in 1898 there was a chief, an assistant chief, and a clerk.® The Alert
Company changed its name to the George J. Burns Company in 1899.4

The major reorganization of the department came in 1905, when a set
of bylaws was adopted which set up three engineers, one forest fire ward,
six special fire police, all to be appointed annually by the selectmen.®
The two hose companies were allotted 10 regular men and three call men
each and the hook-and-ladder company fifteen regular and three call men,
the appointment of the call men in all cases to be subject to the approva
of the board of fire engineers. Each company was given its own captain,
first and second lieutenants, clerk, treasurer, and standing committee
of three.® The same yvear the hose house was moved 0 new gquarters.’

The engineers reported that they had obtained motor trucks for' the
departn in 1915;8 a second truck purchase was made in 1919, and the

nent
A o e ; Sl - )
first full-time truck driver employed.*

Since 1901 separate reports have been made concerning work on forest
fires, signed at first by a forest fire ward, - _but later by a forest
who was not member of the bogrd of engineers.iL An inspector of petro!
was listed with other town officers in 190912 and again in 1931,‘5

. . - o 1
re later given to the fire department.l4

5

put

board of fire engineers still has three members. one of
and a fourth member who is assistant chief.15 Since 1938
n a civil service appointee.lG

1890, 36.
1895, 32.
1898, 45.
1899 ¢ 49,
1906, 52.

Dhis2a

Deeiil OlliHEny salio 75

EOMG DD 2bn 38,

ESIONL ) )

1028 p. e Ob:

19 ORI Sl

TSI Eps i 385

19 S4tiich 82  iigecd 2,
Annual Reports, 1939, p. 100, See entry 2.
Ibid., 1938, p. 12. See also General Laws, ch. 31, sec. 48.
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Board of Fire Engineers 321-324]

All records are in the engineers' room, Fire Station. In addition
to the following records, see entry 70-iii for annual reports of fire
engineers 1855-82.

321. TFIRE RECORD AND REPORT, 1905-15, 1917-18, 1920-24, 1928--.
7 vols. Prior records destroyed.
Permanent record of fires compiled from and showing same informetion as in
entry 322. Arr. chron. by date of fire. No index. Hdw., typed. 150 to
5004pDs B X ix 1 eI 10" x4

322. FIRE REPORTS, 1936--. 1 bdl.
ginal reports of fires from which permanent record (entry 321) is com-
iled: Names of owner and occupants of building; place, time, date of
1larm; fire-alarm box number; location, cause, date of fire; amount of
lamages, insurance carried, fire apparatus used, distance traveled. Arr

shron. by date of fire. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 6 x 4 x 3.

323 EXPENSE ACCOUNT, 1936--. 2 sheets. Prior records destroyed.
lecord of monthly expenditures for salaries, equipment, and miscellaneous
tems: Name of payee; amount, date, purpose of expenditure; monthly totals
\rr. chron. by datec of expenditure. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form.

% x 16%

324 AYER FIRE DEPARTMENT, Aug. 31, 1935. 1 sheet.
scords of Combination Company #l: Names. number of members; number of
iremen or probationers, manner of appointment, procedure on alarms;
uties of officers, probatiocners, regular members; penalties for failure
to obey fire department rules; date of annual meeting. Ptd. 19 x 11.

XXX. FOREST WARDENl

The first report on the work of controlling fires in the forests
in the vicinity of Ayer were made by the fire engineers in 1884;2 The
three fire engineers signed themselves forest firewards in 1887° and 1889;%
1 separate forest fireward is shown in the annual reports for the first
time in 1901.°

For the statutory origin and development of this office, see
City Government in Massachusetts.

Annual Reports, 1884, p. 23, see entry 2.

Thideit 188, Tpe B4

Ihid e 1889, p. 452

Thi deit .90l D, 5L




[325-327] Forest Warden

The officer signed himself 'forest warden' in 19121 and 'forest fire
warden' some years thereafter.? He reports on the number of fires fought
by his department and the number of permits he issues for fires of certair
kinds.

The warden keeps no records.

XXXI. SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES%

A sealer of weights and measures has been appointed annually by the
selectmen since the first town meeting in 1871.9 A.set of standard weight
was purchased for the sealer during the first year,® and additional equip
ment for the department has been purchased from time to time.” The seale
delivers an annual report to the hoard of selectmen.8

325. (OFFICE RECORD OF DEVICES TESTED), 1911--. 5 vols.
Name, address of owner; nature of business, type of device tested, amount
of fee received, date of test, date of record. Arr. chron. by date of
records. No index.i Hdw. .60 'pp. 10 x 14 x %. Sealer's desk, town cl.
141 R RET 20

326. (Field) INSPECTION RECORD, undated. 1 vol.

ype, condition, number of device tested
;e of inspection. Indexed alph. by
pp. 14 x 8 x %, . Gen. va., T.H.

, address of owner of device;
of inspection. Arr. chron. by dat
of owner. Hdw. on ptd. form. 5

327. (RECEIPTS), 1920-25, 1927-29, 1932--. 9 vols.
Copies of receipts acknowledging payment of inspection fees: Name, addres
of owner of device; nature of business, type of device tested, amount of
fee, date of receipt, signature of sealer. Arr. chron. by date of receipt
No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 200 pp. 6 x 12 x 3/4. Sealer's desk, town
el v s L SE

Sia L OIN2at i DG L
S 192 ST DRI ER S =9 S0 D 12 G
< 986 p el s Bt 9 B0 pp S92 0
For the statutory origin and development of this office, see
City Government in Massachusetts.
Town Records, I, 8, see entry 35; Annual Reports, 1880, p. 11;
34; 1902, p. 44; 1939, p. 119, see entry 2.
Ibid., 1872 (unfolioed).
ibdldee 880 pL L 1 1908 Sl nN 6 61
Iibiids o L9395 pe 1195




XXXII. WEIGHERS OF CoALl

Since 1888 varying numbers of public weighers have appeared in the
annual reports. In the earlier years these officers were termed public
weighers,” and more recently they have appeared as weighers of coal.?
From two to four weighers wercec appointed by the selectmen from 1888 to
1910;4 from the latter year to the present the weighers have been called
weighers of coal.® There were six weighers in 1939.6

The weighers keep no records.

XXXIII. MODERATOR!

Until 1933 a moderator was generally elected to preside over each
town meeting. ZElection of the officer was by vote, often cast by the
town clerk before other elections were begun.” A change in the method of
electing the moderator was made in 1933, after the town had accepted
orovisions of the General Laws making the term of office one year. This
lethod is st111 used.?

The moderator keeps no records.

XTIV, TOWN COUNSEL1

An appointed or elected town counsel is not shovm with the other town
fficers of Ayer in any of the annual reports until very recent years; from
he first of these reports, 1872,10 to the present, however, there have
een numerous references to legal services performed for the town, and
yccasional mention in reports of the selectmen or the chief of police of
y 'town counsel'.

In 1878 an expense item is listed for "F.A. Worcester advice . . .";12
the next year three lawyers assisted the town in the transaction of its

1. TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see
lown and City Government in Massachusetts.
Annual Reports, 1888, p. 49; 1908, p. 4, see entry 2.
Tpiidas N 9n0ip.ids 19395 p. D
by, 1888 ps 495 1908 p. 4
Tbiidst 19385 pe 45 1959, pe 5.
Thiidesa 19598 ep it
Towvn Records, I, 322, see entry 35; Annual Reports, 1888, p.
54, 63; 1914, p. 13; 1933, p. 18, see entry 2,
Ibid., 1933, p. 18; General Laws, ch. 39, sec. 14,
Annual Reports, 1939, p. 6, see entry 3. :
Annual Reports, 1872 (unfolioed), see entry 2.
Tibaid s i B0 DBl
Tbildi B8 pe 18




Tovn Counsel

affairs.l Reference is made in 1883 to a 'town counsel' for the
time.? The selectmen, in their report, refer to the town counsel
in 1908; 3 before this time one of the selectmen had been paid for
services to the town in one yearé and in another a lawyer was paig
The chief of police refers
1 (when the counsel was one of the selcctmen)6
In 1958 and 1939 the counsel is listed with other

legal
TSt

again
legal
for handling various crlmvnal prosecutions. S
to a town counsel in 192
and again in 1934.7
officers.8

The bylaws of the town give the selectmen the aughority to employ t!
counsel and to have charge of the town's law library.

-

The counsel keeps no records

E87GS DD sl 25
18835 ipLi1gL
YO8 L ipie 1255

O 0T U N

1921,

aws,

1904, p.
19081 i
Dp.
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4; 1939,
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see entry 67.
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LIQUOR AGENTY

section known as South Groton, later Groton
n years before the incorporation of the latter
his reports to the selectmen of Groton.?

agent, appointed by the town of Groton, had

The officer appears to have begun his duties in the new town at
time of its incorporation. In 1875 he reported the amount of liquor
handled by him, and an exp« &s found for his Salary.Q The
f report was made X

e
type o

No records were found

warrant for the

fence viewers

H

The number of each znnual town mecting

raried from two to as many as four or more bhetween 1871.8 when the o

was created, and 1918, +i ast © ; the office is listed in the annua
report with other town departments.

1. TFor the statutory origin and development of this
Town and City Government in Massachusetts.
g s iGueioniReportis | 859 pl iz EN8E LN 1.2
| b
. Annual Reports, 1875 (unfolioed), Ssee entry 2.
ihiid i i880 D, S50
. Town Records, I. p. 8 et seg., see entry 35; Annual Reports,

1

1887 DL 85 1918 . 20, geel entry 2:

. 7. Town Records, I, 455, see entry 35; Annual Reports, 1918
see entry 2. T
8

9

. Town Records. I, p. 8 et seg., see entry 35.
. Annual Reports, 1918, p. 20, see entry 2.




Field Drivers

After 1890 the field drivers were elected on a sin§le ballot with
other officers. Two were clected each year thereafter.

No records were found for this office.

XL. SEXTON®

While mention of a sexton does not appear in the annual reports until
1884, there are several expense entries connected with deaths and burials
since the incorporation of the town. In 1871 there is an item for grading
at the hearse-house, repeirs, and making returns of deaths.5 Several sums
are listed as having been to the same individual for reporting deaths and
repairing the hearse in 1877;4 this may have been one of the constables,
however, since he was also paid for posting warrants.2 In 1884 the over-
seers paid "$5.00 for services as sexton to Thomes Mann" and $2.00 for
the same services to another;e during the next twenty years one individual
nas paid sgveral times for burials., returning death notices, and similar
functions. ’

After 1904 the expenditures for a burial agent are found in the
soldiers' relief department.

lo records were found for this office.

o
XLI. FISH COMMISSIONERS™

In 1884 a fish commission was established with three members. These
members were elected one for one year, one for two yeers and the third for
three years, subsequent members to serve three years each, The commission
was an unpaid body; it was authorized to take leases on any natural or
artificial ponds in or partly in Ayer, make rules for the protsction
and propagation of fish. and prosecute violators of the rules.

1. Town Records, I, p. 455, see entry 35; Annual Reports, 1892,
p. 33; 1902, pp. 61, 62, see entry 2.
9. Tor the statutory origin and development of this office, see
Town and City Government in Massachusetts.
Annual Reports, 1872, (unfolioed), see entry 2.
Ibid., 1877, pp. 17-20.
Ibid.
Thildi: 1884 Supas
Ibid., 1887, pp. 7, 8: 1893, p. 3; 1902, p. 27.
Thid. . 1904, p. 22; 1939, p. 44.
Town Records, I, pp. 304, 305, see entry G15)
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for the retirements of town debts.® The
with the other officers; one elected %

—
faV)
IAV]

Fish Commissioners

> IS

The three-member board appears in the annual reports most years untij
1919; that year two commissioners are found.l One is listed with the
9 1 . .
town officers in 1924, and after 1925 the office is

t1

no longer found in
e warrants of the annual town meetings.:

(o3

No records were found for this office.

XLIT. COMMISSIONERS OF THE SINKING FUND#

The annual town meeting voted in 1888 that a sink

ing fund be estabii
s 1he following year three were listed

0 serve for one year, one for two
years and one for three years, one succeeding incumbent to be elected for
a three-year term at each ennual town meeting.6 The election is shown in

B

X 3
1 a

most of the annual reports until 19 4
were made sinking fund commissioners

in 191710 only two
election of a comni
but the vote was so small that no election was declared.l
the case in 19211% ang 1922.1%
in the office by the voters may be
one cormmissioner was elected on two votes; 12
and there were 619 blanks,14 The office does
after 1923.

t least one year the Selectmen

5 A 1 X g o) g
The number of was usually three; in 1914° ang again

office. There was a provision for the
ioner in the warrant for the 1918 annual town meetiny

=1
(5]

[}

This was alsc
An idea of the relative lack of interest
sained from the election in 1923, when

& scattering votes were cast
not appear in the reports

No records were found for this office.

. Annual Reports, 1889, p. 46; 1ONg N 5 e s entry 2. ;
o Ibid., 19247 Hp

1

2

3.. Ibid., 1925, Pp. 2, 4; 1939, pp. 3-5.

4. TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see

irown and City Government in Massachusetts.
et e RV =3

5. Town Records, I, 390, see entry 35,
6 Ebidip 410
2

+ Amual Reports, 1892, pp. 32, 33; 1913, p. 5 925 ip dr

See

=

14, i A

8, 1Ibid., 1889 p. 45!
9 elbide 1904 pili5!
L0s  Ebdidcy 1917 g b
11, Ibid., 1918, p. 20.
12. Ibid., 1921, pp. 85 16"
18,7 Ihid.; 19225 . 16,
D 7
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XLIII. INSPECTCR OF PLUMBING

The appointment of an inspector of plumbing is shown in the report
of the bozrd of health for 1896;2 previous to this time, in 1894, the
board had reported that it had licensed several plumbers as provided by
an act of the General Court.

An attempt to establish the inspection of plumbing as a permanent
town function was madein 1906, when it was proposed that chapter 103 of
he Revised Laws, relating to plumbing inspectors, be accepted. The
motion was tabled, 1’10‘~\1<3V‘31',"‘L and the inspector does not appear in the
reports after that year.

No records were found for this office.

b

XI.IV. INSPECTOR OF PETROLEUM

An inspector of petroleum appears in the list of town officers in the
annual report for 1909;° this office is not shown again until 1931, however,
after the General Court had enacted uniform fire regulation laws, one of
which called fgr the annual appointment of an inspector of petroleum by
the selectmen. In a later act in7l954, however, the duties of inspection

were given to the fire department,’ and a petroleum inspector is no longer

found with the officers.

No records were found for this office.

1. Tor the statutory origin and development of this office, see
Town and City Government in Massachusetts.
Annual Reports, 1896, board of health report, p. 4, see entry 2.
Tbid., 1894, board of health report, p. 4; Acts, 1894, ch. 455.
Annual Reports, 1906, p. 87, see entry 2.
Ipbid., 1909, p. 3, see entry 2.
Tbid., 1931, p. 134; Acts, 119304 chi 599
Ibid., 1934, ch. 182, sec. 25
Annual Reports, 1936, pp. 3, 5; 1939, pp. 3-5, see entry 2.
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I. APPENDIX

State Archives Pertaining to Ayer

All records are in a folder titled Acts of 1871, Chapter 23, in the
Massachusetts State Archives, room 438, State House, Boston.

1. (PETITION BY HARVEY A. WOODS AND OTHERS FOR A SEPARATE TOWNSHIP)
Nova L O SO she et
Petition of Harvey A.Woods and sixty-nine others, legal voters of Groton

Shirley, and Littleton represent that they with other inhabitants of the

territory feel that the public exigency requires that they be incorporated

into a town by the name of Groton Junction comprising a part of each of
the towns named and to be bounded and described as follows: -

"Beginning at the northwesterly corner of the said territory at the mouth
of James Brook so called in said Groton and running thence southerly by
the Nashua River till it comes to the town line of Harvard, thence easter
by said Harvard town line till it comes to Littleton town line, thence
northeasterly in a straight line to a stake and stones at a point where
the southerly side of the county road leading from said Groton by the
Ridge Hill Tavern, so called, to Littleton 01d Common, so called, inter-
sects the northeasterly town line of said Littleton, thence westerly in a

straight line to the point of beginning", and "your Petitioners respect-
fully request that the said town of Groton Junction be incorporated by
law with the territory above described™ TIn House of Representatives,
Jan. 11, 1871, referred *o committee on towns. In Senate, Jan. 12, 1871,

concurred. Hdw. 2 pp. ‘& x 96.

2. (REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TOWNS), Feb. 1, 1871. 1 sheet.
Report to the General Court of the bill for the incorporation of a new
town, submitted by the committee to which was referred petition of legal
voters of Groten, Shirley, and Littleton for a new town. Hdw. 2 pp.
8 0L

3. (PETITION BY LEVI SHERWIN AND OTHERS TO GENERAL COURT IN
OPPOSITION TO NAME OF AYER), Feb. 6, 1871. 2 sheets.

Levi Sherwin and twelve others, five of whom were not petitioners, re-
present that "we petitioned for new town to be set off from Groton and
Shirley and that in said petition the name of the new town was Groton
Junction and that in a hasty and quick movement made by some of our
citizens they got the name altered to Ayer against the feelings of your
Petitioners"; therefore said petitioners pray that "Ayer be stricken out
and Groton Junction inserted". ILaid upon the table. Hdw. 2 pp. 8 x 12
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Appendix [4-5]

4. (PETITION IN OPPOSITION TO NAME OF AYFR), Feb. 6, 1871, 1 sheet.
Petition to the General Court by a few of the signers of the petition
for a new town to be set off from Groton and Shirley, asking that the
name of Ayer be stricken from bill and the name of Groton Junction be
inserted. Hdw. 1 p. 8 x 12.

5. (AN ACT TO INCORPORATE TOWN OF AYFER), Feb. 14, 1871. 2 sheets.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
agssembled and by authority of same as follows:- SEC. 1. All territory
now within the towns of Groton and Shirley in county of Middlesex, com-
prised within the following limits, etc., is hereby incorporated into
a town by the name of Ayer to be invested with all the powers, privileges,
rights and immnities and subject to all the duties and requisitions to
which other towns are entitled and subjected. SEC. 2. Inhabitants of
said town of Ayer shall be holden to pay all arrears of taxes, assessed
upon them by said towns of Groton and Shirley; all taxes assessed and not
collected shall be collected and paid to the treasurers of said towns of
Groton and Shirley and also their proportion of all county and state taxes,
etc. SEC. 3. Said towns of Groton, Shirley, and Ayer shall be respectively
1iable for the support of all persons who now do or shall hereafter stand
in need of relief as paupers. SEC. 4. Corporate property belonging to
the towns of Groton and Shirley at the date of the passage of this act
and public debt of said towns shall be divided between the towns of Groton,
Shirley, and Ayer according to valuation of property within their respective
limits, etc. SEC. 5. In case said towns are not in agreement in regard
to property, debts, town paupers, and taxes, superior court of county of
Middlesex shall upon petition of either of said towns appoint three com-
petent disinterested persons to hear parties and award thereon which shall
be final, etc. SEC. 6. Town of Ayer, for purpose of electing representa-
tives to the General Court until the next decennial census or until another
apportionment be made, shall remain a part of the said towns of Groton and
Shirley, and vote therefor at such places as said towns of Groton and
Shirley shall vote, and selectmen of Ayer shall make a true list of all
persons within their town qualified to vote, etec. SEC. 7. Any justice
of the peace within or for county of Middlesex may issue his warrant to
any inhabitant of the town of Ayer requiring him to notify and warn the
inhabitants thereof to meet at time and place appointed for purpose of
choosing all such town officers as towns are by law authorized and re-
quired to choose at their annual meetings, etc. SEC. 8. This act shall
take effect on its passage. In House of Representatives, Feb. 8, 1871,
passed to be engrossed, in Senate, Feb. 10, 1871, passed to be engrossed;
approved Feb. 14, 1871. Hdw. 4 pp. 8 x 12%.

For printed version of this act see Mass. Special Laws, 13, 1871-
1875, chit238ipp. 95 1l




II. APPENDIX

Settlement of Dispute Between the Towns of Groton and Ayer

FIRST: The town farm with its stock and fixtures, the town house with
its land and appurtenances, the fire engine with its appurtenances, the
two hearses with their appliances, the High School House, and all the eleven
other school houses, together with their lot of land, and appurtenances,
the town safe, the papers and books of records owned by the town of Groton
in its municipal capacity, one road scraper together with two thirds of
town library including two thirds of the maps, charts, public documents,
of all kinds shall remain and be corporate property of said town of Grotor

SECOND: The engine house with its lot and appurtenances, the three
school houses with their lots of land and appurtenances, the lockup with
its lot of land and appurtenances, all now within the limits of said town
of Ayer, with the fire engine and the fixtures, also the hearse and its
fixtures, usually kept in said Ayer shall all end singularly remain, and
be the corporate property of the said town of Ayer, together with one thi
part of the Groton town property, including one third part of all maps,
charts and public documents, of whatever name and kind that belonged to
said Groton up to the date of the incorporate of said town of Ayer and
whatever real or personal estate not heretofore otherwise lawfully dispose
of lying and having and being within the limits, of said town of Ayer,

at the date of its incorporation, shall remain, and forever be the corporate

property of said town of Ayer.

THIRD: The said town of Ayer shall assume, as its own debts and shal
pay and save the said town of Groton harmless from the sum of twenty one
thousand five hundred nine and one third dollars, of the debt, of said
Groton, existing on the fourteenth day of February 1871 A.D. with interest
on said sum, from the said fourteenth day of February when said sum shall
be in full satisfaction of its proportionate part, -of said town of Groton
shall pay, and save the said town of Ayer harmfully forever of and fronm
the balance and remainder of the debt, of said towvmn of Groton, existing c
fourteenth day of February 1871 A.D. in pursuance of said act of incorporati

FOURTH: That the said town of Ayer shall pay one third and the said
town of Groton shall pay two thirds of all state and county taxes that ma;
be assessed upon them previously to the taking of the next state valuation

FIFTH: That all the paupers shall be supported as provided in said
act of incorporation.

SIXTH: That the said town of Ayer shall receive from said town of
Groton a proportionate of whatever amount may hereafter be refunded, to
said town of Groton from the state, or United States, to reimburse said
town of Groton for bounties, to soldiers or states aid paid to soldiers'
families, agreeable to said act of incorporation.

Signed by committees representing Ayer and Groton.
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Acts and Resolves of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1780-1940.
131 vols, Cited in the footnotes as Acts, Special Acts or Resolves.

Boston Herald.

Green, Samuel Abbott, M. D., ed., The Early Records of Groton, Mass..
1662-1707. Compiled by qrder of the town. Cambridge, The University
Press, 1880. 201 pp.

L]
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setts, 1875. Boston, 1876. 4 vols.
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setts, 1905. Boston, 1909. 4 vols.

Massachusetts General Court, Records of the Govermor and Company of
the Massachusetts Bay in New England, 1628-86, edited by Nathaniel
B. Shurtlerf. Boston, 1852-54. 5 vols, in 6. Cited in footnotes

Massachusetts, Secretary of the Commonwealth and State Census Director,
The Decennial Census, 19%5. Boston, 1935. Pamphlet, 30 pp.

Town of Groton, Mass., Reports of Town officers, Groton, Mass.,
1843-1939. roton, 1843-1940. 10 vols.

Town of Groton, Mass., School Committee, By-Laws of Groton in Relation
Eg_Schools, 1828. Boston, 1828. 10 pp.
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to Schools, 1837. Groton, 1837. 12 pp.

Town of Groton, Mass., Bye Laws of Groton Relative to Schools and
Instructions of the School Committee, 1805. Cambridge, 1806, 15 pp.

Town of Groton, Mass., School Committee, By-Laws of the Town of
Groton in Relation to the Public Schools, Reported to the Town
April 7, 1856. Groton Junction, 1856. 20 pp.

Secondary
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300 pp.
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adopted; L1
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Dairy products, 7
See also Agriculture; Farm
Death
certificates, 47, 50
records, 46
index to, 48
Debt
outstanding, 125-ii
of town, 11

Decoration of soldiers'graves, 23

Deeds

library, 203-iii
quitclaim, 53-iv
taxftitie; vl39=11
warranty, 953-vi
unct offices, 119-123

hygenist, 73
of Civil Service, 76

drawing, 73
home
economics,
gardening,
music, 73
Nashoba Associated Boards
of Health, 19
Disease
See also Health, board of
contagious, 78
physician's report of, 232
records, 231
Distribution of
clothing, 23
commodities, 23
food, 23
District school, 72
number five, 6
Dog

128
record, 62-iii
1ist, 64, 109
tax given to library, 79
warrant to kill unlicensed,
ST A288
Donation, 10
See also Gifts
to library, 79
from Ayer fami
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ark sites,
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sidewalks, 10, 23
town hall, 10
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ject, 23
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icial notification
returns, 68
Elective offices, 16

assessors, 51
auditors, 68
board of

health, 19

park commissioners
clerk, 40
collector, 16,
constables, 17
fence viewers,
field drivers,
moderator, 117

school committee,




Elective offices (Cont'd)
selectmen, 395
surveyors of

highways, 17

Tumber, 157
treasurer, 59
tree warden, 2
trustees of

public library,

town fund, 17
water commission,

Electorate, 14

Elm beetle, 106

Employment for women, 12

Enforcement of liquor laws,

Engineers
BirdNo0 09
water, 96

Enrollment
militia, 62-vi
school, 20

Equipment, board of fire

engineers, 114

ERA S 12-23
waggg Egid,

Establishment
board of health, 11
pubilctisubra e el
town forest, 23
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~J

=
~J

1_1
()]
‘ =
‘m
I

15

B[R

hridge

nEWs, Sl
burial agent, 121
departmental, 127

a
i hraryiailEs
=

roadsi
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state, 21
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water department, 96, 99, 265-ii
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welfare board for
paupers, 82
pesthouse, 82
tramps, 82
Explanatory notes, 30-31
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Farm
See also Agriculture; Dairy
products
loans, 12
to market road project,
produets;: ;8

Federal
agencies, 12, 23
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Social Security fund, 162
Fees, dog license, 124, 12¢
Fence viewers, 120

election of, 17

Field drivers, 120
election of, 17
Finance, 195
or advisory committee, 69
Financial records of
See also Appropriations; Bill
Bonds; Cash Book; Checks;
Expenditures; Invoices;
Journal; Ledger; Notes;
Orders; Receipts; Taxes;
Valuation; Vouchers; Warra
assessors, 80-87
clerk, 74
Federal Social Security fund,
162
fire department, 323
health, board of, 241
library trustees, 196-202
police department, 310~-312
public nurse, 244
school, 146-150
committee, 175, 176
superintendent, 189, 190
sealer of weights and measures
32551 o8
selectmen, 3-5, 11
superintendent of streets, 285
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Financial records of (Cont'd)
tax collector, 114-123
treasurer, 124-141, 151-156,

163, 164, 169, 170
trust funds, 157-161
commissioners of, 172-174
water
commissioner, 248, 253,255,
262-278, 286, 290, 293, 294
department, 142-145
welfare, 18-20, 218-223, 228
board of public, 205-214
warden, 216

Fines, receipts from, 125-1i

Fire
department, 15, 33

appropriation, 25
building project, 24
bylaws, 20
captain, 20
chief, 20, 2L, 113
assistant, 114
under civil service, 21
clerk, 114
companies, 113
engine, 9
company , 20
ougest 9, 6!
engineers, 16, 20,
115
anmial report of, 70-iii
history of, 113
personnel, 324
records, 321
financial, 323
reports, 322
reservoirs, 113
special police, 20
wardens, 115
wards, 113
appointed, 17
oft 1873 0)

Firearms permit, 6-8

First
board of health, 19
District Court of Northern

Middlesex, 17
fire department, 20
gristmill, 6
iron furnace, 8
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National Bank, 29, 143, 144

sawmill, 6
state census, 8
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hall = 2.0
meeting, 9, 10
water system, 96

Fitchburg
and Leominster Street Railway,

petition of, 14
Railroad, 8
Forest fire
ward, 20, 113415
warden, 15, 20, 115
appointment of, 34
report of fire permits, 116
Fund
B. H. Hartwell, 79
cemetery, perpetual care, 125-v
commissioners, 70
Dr. J. C. Ayer, trustees, 22
Federal Social Security, 162
high school construction, 148
Jessie J. Angell, 160
Fationgstaye sl s Sid
Maggie Fury, 70
municipal, 125-1
Thomas H. Page, 70, 157, 158,
159
transfer of, 69
trust, 161
public, 125-iii
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Major Willard'’s, 6
Gasoline permits, 6
General Court
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General Court (Cont'd)
representative to, 125
George S. Boutwell Post, GAR, 23
Gifts
See also Donation
receipts from, 125-i
to town
for education, 22
for town operation, 22
Governmental organization, 15-24
Grammar school, 6, 20
Grant, 5
See also License; Permit
to Major Simon Willard, 5, 6
receipts from, 125-1i
Gravestones, 8
Grist mill, 6
Groaten river, 5
Gropont#5=9- 6" L -apps il
Branch Rail
and East Wilto oa
Junetion, 9, 7,110,130
South, 16
Gypsy moth, 106
control project, 24

Harvard, 9, 6,
Health, board of
agent of, 90
case records of, 230-237

Nashoba Associated Boards of
Health as, 90
public nurse as, 90
appoints
inspector of
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slaughtering, 19
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physician, 19
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history of, 88

laboratory, 19

licenses and~gerjits of, 232-240
minutes of, 229

Nashoba Associated, 19
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overseers of the poor ag, gg
personnel of, 19
records of, 229-242
Hearings
naturalization, 73
separation, 9
High School, see Sthool
Highway, 6
See also Road; Street
appropriations, 25
commissioners, 105
Lunenburg-Littleton, 6
petition for laying out, 1
superintendent, 21, 105
surveyors, 21, 105
election off, 17
selectmen as, 33
Himlcl egiMe s ilihol i b
Historical sketch, 5-1
Home
economics, 78
gardening, 73
Hops, 8
Hospital
Community Memorial, 35
land given by town, 19
Hotel, 8
Housing of records, 28-29
Hudson, 70
Hurricane, 12
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Indemnity bonds, 74
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Index to
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Indexing of records, 27, 31
Indian, 6
village, 3
wars, 7
Industrial schools, 131
Industries, 8
See also Mill
In f irmary
See also Almshouse
records, 215, 216
of aid rendered, 218
of cash received, 216
town, 28
Influenza epidemic, 93
Innholder license, 6
Inspector
of animals, .19, 89, 25
appointed by selectmen,
board of health as, 95
history of, 94
of cattle, 95
medical, 78
of mitke 19894 OB
of petroleum, 20, 114, 12
of plumbing, 19, 89, 123
of provisions, 94,
of sanitation, 94
of slaughtering, 89,
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of water department, 29
Inventory
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real, 82
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James Prescott's corn mill,
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See also Financial records
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Junction, Groton, 9
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plantation, 5
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road, 6
Land
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damage receipts, 29-iii
donation
Edward H. Richardson, 92
town park, 32
grant, Massachusetts, 5
sales agreement, 53-1i
taken for taxes, 139-i
tenure plan, 93
Lawrence
Grace, 284
Sarah P., 284
Lease, post office, 53-ii
edger

See also Financial records of
high school construction, 146
library, 196
selectmen, 3
sunerintendent of schools, 189
water department, 266

Library: 21,38
accessions, 79
appropriations, 21, 25, 79
committee, 34
donation to, 79
funds, 70
B ﬂartwell,
periodic 198
history of, zg
incorporation of, 79
act of. 203-i
trustees
annual report of, 79
cash book of, 197
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election of, 21
history of, 79
journal of, 196
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permanent board of
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stablished by General Court

records of, 29
flna'01al,~396—202
secretary to, 79
treasurer of, 79
Licenses
See also Grants; Permits
auctioneer, 110

6,
Boston and Maine bus, 10

innholders, 6
junk dealer, 6
lodging house, 6
milk, 246

pool, 6
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Sunday entertainment, 6
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see Appropriations
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certificates, 43
intentions, 41, 62-v
records, 42
index to, 44
Massachusetts
See also State
Commonwealth of, 12, 294
land grant, 5
Measurer of wood and bhark
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Medical
care of paupers, 88
inspector, 78
registration, 75
supervisor, 78
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district, 19
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Military

aid
applications, 17
certificates, 18
returns, 18
eligibility list, 62-viii, 70-i
Milk
inspectors, 19, 89, 94,
history of, 24
of Nashoba Associated Boards
Health, 19
permits, 238
Mill
See also Industries

cornmeal, 8
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oil and batting, 8
Minutes of
board of health, 27

P

cormissioners of t
library trustees,
registrars, 77
schocl committee, 27, 175
selectmen, 1
superintendency union, 178
Mitchelville bridge, 33
Moderator, history of, 117
Mortgage
discharge of, 51-vi
foreclosure, 5l-i, 51-ix
indenture, 51-vii
Moth
brown-tail, 15, 106
gyosy, 106
superintendent, 15, 107
appointment of, 15, 107
history of, 107
tree warden as, 106
Motor vehicle
See also Tax
accident reports, 297
excise tax, 53
abatement, 86, 130-iii
application, 86
cash, 122
records, 87
refunds, 165
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insurance policies, 166
transfer of, 316
violations, 305
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laboratory, 19
Nashua

>
Street, 96
National Youth Administration,
12
Naturalization

application for, 72
hearing, 73

New
England

Power Company, 15
Telephone and Telegraph

Company , 74
Hempshire, 5, 8
Nonacoiacus, 5, &

area of, 7

D) g 1L ]
Raplci 92




i~

ndex
Notes, town Park
amount issued, 18 commissioners, 11, 15, 22
appropriation for, 25 election of, 22, 105
paid, 136 history of, 104
Nurse committee, 22
public health, 19, 73, 93 improvement, 12
as sanitary inspector, 93 project:;. 23
school, 89 Nonaicoicus, 92
gtreet, 290-ii
0 Paupers, 9
medical care of, 88
Oath of office, auditor, 62-ii Pearse, Daniel, 6
Officers Pepperell,; b, 1, 20, 72
annual report of, 2 Perambulation of town lines, 1, ¢
appointment of, see Board of Permits
Health; School; Selectmen; See also Grant; License
Water commission advertising signs, 6
election of, see Elective offices alcohol, 6
0il burial, 62-vii, 239
SIS Prren WLile
permits firearms, 6, 8
to sell, 6 gasoline, 6
to store, 6 Lord"s day, 315
0ld age assistance, 86 milk, 23
See also Welfare, board of public (ol £ (S
aid oleomargarine, 246
deductions, 221 receipts from, 125-1
rendered, 220 transportation of trees, 6
bills payable, 223 Personnel, board of fire engineer:
bureau, 82 113
expenditures for, 25 Pesthouse, 88
payments, 12 Petawage, 5
0l1d Colony Trust Co., 294 Petition
Oleomargarine permits, 246 of Ayer Electric Light Cor
Orders on treasurer by selectmen, 14, 60
4 bl 29 of I'itchburg and Leominster
Overseers of the Street Railway, 14
See also Poor, Welfare to General Court, 9, 18
PooOT LS for incorporation of Groton
as board of health, 19, 88 Junction, 9
history of, 82 for state audit, 68
selectmen as, 33 for water system, 10, 18
poor farm, 82 extension, 290-ii
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P of New England
Power Company, 15
Page Telephone and Telegraph
AiliFred 182 Company, 14, 60
John Jr., 6 in opposition to naming of
Thomas, 159 town, apn. 3
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Petroleum inspector, 123
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Physical
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special, 21, 109
as truamt_gffgggr, 21, 108

109

cormittee, 18
produce, sale of, 18
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See also Land
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inventory, 82
release of, 5l-xi
tax receipts, 120
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board of health, 33
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history of, 40, 41
as member of board of
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Unemployed
increase in, 12
provisions for, 12
Union school superintendency
district, 11
United States
Govermment, 11
Public Health Service, 89

v

Vaccination of pupils, 73, 78
Vagrants

lodged, 304

records, 70-ii, 207
Valuation, see Assess
Veterans of Foreign Wars, 23
Vital statistics, see Birth;

Death; Marriage
Vocational courses, 73
Vote on separation of Groton, 9
Voters
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registrars of, see Registrars
Vouchers
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high school construction, 150
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e 9
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receipts, 99,

collector,
registrar,
Weighers
oficoal: ils
public, 15
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Welfare, board of public, 28
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relief
administration, 25
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records ‘of, 205-228
financial, 213-216
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