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FOREWORD

The Inventory of the County Archives of New Hampshire is one of
a number of bibliographies of historical materials prepared through-
out the United States by workers on the Historical Records Survey of -
the Work Projects Administrations, The publication herewith presented,
an inventory of the archives of Grafton County, is number 5 of the
New Hampshire series.

The Historical Records Survey was undertaken in the winter of
1935-36 for the purpose of providing useful employment to needy unem=
ployed historiens, lawyers, teachers, and research and clerical workers.
In carrying out this objective, the project was organized to compile
inventories of historical materials, particularly the unpublished govern=
ment documents and records which are basic in the administration of
local government, and which provide invaluable date for students of po=-
litical, economic,s and social historye The archivel guide herewith
presented is intended to meet the requirements of day-toeday adninise~
tration by the officials of the county, and also the needs of lawyersy
business men and other citizens who require faots from the public rece
ords for the proper conduct of their affairs, The volume is so designed
that it can be used by the historian in his research in unprinted sources
in the same way he uses the library card ¢atalog for printed sourcess

The inventories produced by the Historical Records Survey Program
attempt to do more than give merely a list of records-——they attempt
further to sketoch in the historical background of the county or other
unit of govermment, and to describe precisely and in detail the organie
zation and functionseaf the zbvernment agenoies whose records they liste
The county, town, and ether local inventories for the entire country
willy when completed, constitute an encyclopedia of local government as
well as a bibliography of local archives.

The successful conclusion of the work of the Historical Records
Survey Program, even in a single county, would not be possible without
the support of public officials, historical and legal specialists, and
many other groups in the communitye Their cooperation is gratefully
acknowledgedes

The Survey Program organized by Luther He Evans, is now directed by
Sargent Be Child, and operates as a nationewide project in the Division of
Professional and Service Projects, of which Mrse Florence Kerr, Assistant
Commissioner, is in charges

Fe Co HARRINGTON
Commissioner




PREFACE

The Historical Records Survey was initiated in January 1936 as
a nation=wide underteking of the Work Projects Administration, but
did not bégin operations in New Hampshire until April 7. Prior to
Auvgust 31y 1939, the Survey was a federally sponsored project. After
that date it became a local project sponsored by the University of
New Hampshire,

The purpose of the Survey is to make accessible to lawyers, hise
torians, and students of government the records of state, county,
city, anc town offices. In conjunction with this listing of publiec
records, the church records, including those of defunct organizations,
will be inventoried so that the ground work mey be laid for research
in this neglected field of social historye.

The Inventory of the County. Archives of New Hampshire will, when
completed, consist of a separate numberecd volume i'or each county in
the states The units of the series are numbered according to the
position of the county in an alphabetical list of all counties in the
statee Thusy the inventory herewith presented for Grafton County is
Nos 5. The various county volumes of the inventory will be issued in
mimeographed form for free distribution to state and local officials
in New Hampshire and to a number of libraries and governmental agencies
outside the states

The Survey wishes to express its appreciation for cooperation given
by Grafton County officialse The Survey is further indebted to the
Secretary of State and the Attorney-General for information received,
Legal research for the essays was expedited by facilities granted by the
Menchester City Library, the Nashua City Library, the New Hampshire
State Library end the City of Concords. The work for this volume was
plenned by Dre Richard Ge Wood, former supervisor of the Survey and
brought to conclusion under the direction of the present supervisore

Requests for information concerning publications may be addréssed
to the State Supervisor, Hoyt Administration Building, Menchester, New
Hampshire.

Frank N. Jord
State Supervis

Manches ter, New Hampshire New Hampshire Historical

April 1940 Records Survey Project
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(First entry, p. 31)

A. GRAFTON COUNTY AND ITS RECORDS SYSTEM
l, HISTORICAL SKETCH

The Indian occupants of the region now included in Grafton County were
the Nipmucks, or freshewater Indians, The Nipmucks were divided into tribes
such as the Pemigewassets and the Coosucks. Indign authorities are in
agreement that for the most part these tribes were nomadic in their habits,
However, in certain towns in the county such as Haverhill, Warren, and
Plymouth, relies have been found indicating permanent Indian settlements,l

The first visit of a white men to this general region is said to have
occurred gbout 1709 when one Thomas Baker was taken there from Deerfield,
Messachusetts, as a captive of the Indians, It is reported that he was
ransomed the following year and returned with a knowledge of the route and
of Indian customs which was later utilized to advantage by the provincial
government, In 1712 a company was raised o return to the region., There
is evidence of this expedition "against the Enemy at Coos" in an allowance
made from the public treasury to Lieutenant Boker and his company for scalps.3
According to one account, there was an expedition in 1720; but the editor of
the State Papers expressed the belief that the date was erroneous, and that
the "1720" expedition was actually the one that occurred in 1712, Anyhow,
it is related that Baker, with a scouting party of thirty-four men, went up
the Connecticut River, and, at the height of land made a crossing to the
Pemigewasset Rivers, In the Plymouth-Campton region, at the point where a
small river, later called Baker's River, Joins the Pemigewasset, they found
and wiped out a party of Indians, lead by the Sachem Walternummus,

The famous expedition of Captain Peter Powers ocourred in 1754. The
Journal of Captain Powers reports that the expedition after going up the
Merrimack River to the mouth of the Pemigewasset Rizer, then going up the
Pemigewasset to Baker's River, ascended the latter stresm and went across
by Baker Pond to the Oliverian Stream in the present town of Haverhill,
the site eventually chosen for the first settlement in the region now
included in Grafton County.

After the close of the French and Indian Wors, Colonel Jacob Bailey
of Newbury, Massachusetts, and Captain John Hazen of Haverhill, Massachusetts,
became interested in settling and developing the Grafton County region. It
is reported that in 1767 Michael Johnston and John Pattie, acting for Bailey
and Hazen, went north, and took possession of the "Little Ox Bow" in the
present town of Haverhill, It is also reported that the following year
Captajn Hazen came to the new settlement to build a grist-mill and a saw-
mill.® This scttlement was originally called ®Lower Coos", but it was
granted as Haverhill, in 1763, to John Hazen and seventy-four others.’

l. Hamilton Child, Gazctteer of Grafton County, (Syracusc, N. Ye, 1886),
112 (39)-112 (41).
2% Xdy

S ﬁgw Hampshire State Papers, 2:635,

he Tde

5¢ Excerpts from journal of Capte Peter Powers in Rev. Grant Powers,
Historical Skectches of the Coos Countpy and Vieinity, (Haverhill,1841),
I7-32,

és Child, ops cite, 112 (45),

T« New Hompshire State Papers, 12:177.
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Early arrangements were made for a church to serve both this new
communityy and enother established about the same time across the Conneotiout
River at Newbury, Vermonts The Reverend Peter Powers, eldest son of Captain
Peter Powers, was their first minister, and, according to report, preached
his own installation sermon. Reverend Mr, Powers was the only minister in
the vieinity for a number of years, and it is said that his journeys from
one group to another were made on the river by cance, that, often as he
travellef he would find small groups waiting at the river's edge to hear his
message .

Those who first settled Hawerhill and Newbury were, for the
most part, men of some property, and were esble to furnish theme
selves with land, some stock, and tools, to hire laborers, and,
in a short time, their houses were well furnished for that daye
They were laboriousy prudent, and economical, but were very kind
to the poor and sicke They were strict in their religious
principles, and all attended religious worship on the Sabbath,
neither men nor women esteeming it a hard service to travel on
foot, four or six miles, with children in their arms, to hear
the gospel.2

By 1765 several additional settlements had been made in the region,
These included Hanover, Lebanon, Lyme, Orford, and Plymouth, the last named
settlement containing part of the present town of Hebrons3 1In 1769 a
Legislative act established a public road from Charlestown to Boscawen.
After that, new settlements were founded rapidly in this northern region.
Many of the Grafton County pioneers were from Connecticut, and Conhecticut
town names are reproduced in the Grafton towns of Lebanon, Enfield, Canocan,
and Lyme.

The act of county organization divided New Hempshire into five counties.
Grafton, the fifth county, was "to Contain all the Londs in the Provinece Not
Comprehended in the other Counties.' Owing to the sparscness of its popula-
tion, Grafton County was to be annexed to Rockingham County for governmental
purposes until the Governor and Council should consider its population
sufficient for the cxercise of its own jurisdiction. In 1773 the Governor
and Council decided thot Grafton County had reached that stage of progress,
and a Legislative act cstablished court sessions at Haverhill and Plymouth.6

The history of Grafton County, like that of Cheshire, was turbulent in
the carly ycars. Owing to a long scries of differences, the western counties
became more and more out of sympathy with the rest of the statees One of
their principal gricvances was basecd on the matter of representation in the
provineial Legislative bodye.

While many of the Connecticut Valley towns, including Hanover, werec
represented in the so~called Fourth Provineial Congrcss which met at Excter,
May 17, 1775-November 15, 1775, that assembly adopted, on Novcmber 14, a

le Powcrs, opecites 56, 77»

2% IBids,: Te0eizls

3¢ New Hempshire Statc Papers, 12:159, 369, 501; 13:126, 222,
be Laws_of New Hampshire, 3:520=521 (1769)

5o Ibides 3:524=530 (1769)s

6s Ide
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plan of representation for the Grafton County towns, which caused much dis-
satisfaction in that county. The Grafton towns were to be arranged in classes
and given only six representatives in g body totaling eighty-nine members,
Discontent with this plan received its openest expression in the Hanover
class, consisting of Hanover, Lebanon, Relhan (Enfield). Canaang Cardigen
(Orange), and Grafton. This class preferring complete lack of representation
to such meagre recognition, returned, without sction thereon, the election
precept received by the Hanover selectmen from the President of the Exeter
Congresse Grafton County towns in other classes swallowed their resentment
and sent delegates to Exeter, but the Hanover class was unrepresented when
the next Congress convened, December 21, 1775

The Constitution of 1776 added to the dissatisfaction in Grafton County
anc many of the Grafton inhabitants considered that the rule of the Exeter
government was but an even exchange for the tyronny of the British Crown.

In the movement to defy the dictates of the Exeter authorities, Hanover and
Lebanon took the lead, but they did not remain isolated for any length of
time. By March, 1776, the Hoverhill class had Jjoined the Hanover elass in
refusing to send delegates to Exeter. Most of Grafton County =nd many
sections of Cheshire County took a like stand,

The votes taken at town meetings, in the counties of Grafton and Che-
shire, in the fall of 1776, throw light on the attitude of the western New
Hempshire towns at that particular time., For instance, at a town meeting
for Hanover, Canaen, and Cardigan (Orange), held at Hanover, November 27,
1776, the voters expressed their sentiments in the followingz manner: When
the state was declared independent of Great Britein, the powers of Govern-
ment reverted to the people at large, and, of course, annihilated the political
existence of the Assembly which then was; notwithstanding which they have
since presumed to act in the name of the people # % #,0 Corporate townms,
possessing the right to act by themselves, should not be compelled to unite
in selecting e representative, The Assembly had wrongfully imposed a property
qualification since every voter should have been eligible for elections
About the only purpose that could be served by a Council was "to negative
the proceedings of the House of Represcntatives, which #* & ought not
to be done in a frec States" In cases where Comcilory were "meedful,"
they should be chosen at large rather than from any particular section of
the states”

A new element entered into the situation when the New Hempshire Grants,
west of the Connecticut River, revolted from the jurisdiction of New York,
and (January 15, 1777) established the independent state of New Connecticut,
the name of which, a few months later, was changed to Vermonte3 Many of the
inhabitants of the river towns in Grafton County were not averse to the idea
of union with the newly formed state.t ¢

A number of these towns held a conventions June 11, 1777, in Hanover
and they served a virtual ultimatum on the New Hempshire government., They
vere willing to adhere to New Hampshire if each towm were accorded the right
to send a representative to the Assembly, if the seat of government were

ls Frederick Chase, A History of Dartmouth College and the Town of Hanover,
New Hompshire, (Cambridge, Mass., 1891), 1:422-426,

s New HHampshire Statc Papers, 8:42l-l2Z,

3¢ Re Ae Upton, Revolutionary New Hampshire, (Hanover, 1936); 189, 192,

be Jeremy Belknap, History of New Hampshire, (Farmer pdition, Dover, 18313,
386,
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moved from Exeter to a more centralized location, and if steps toward the
establishment of a new constitution were taken., Otherwise, they "must seek
after Connection with some other State, or endeavor to find relief in some
other way #* 3 wtl In November, 1777, a committee representing the western
towns arriyed in Exeter where it negotiated vainly with a Legislative
committees“

By the early part of 1778, a group of the estranged tovms had definitely
decided to seek admittance to the State of Vermont, Their petition, however,
did not meet with unanimous approval from the inhabitants of that states
Vermont, at that time, was governed by the Bennington party, which was from
the western part of the state, and which did not welcome expansion eastward.
On the other hand, the Vermont towns bLetwesen the Green Mountains and the
Connecticut River threatened secession and the organization of an independent
Connecticut Valley state, if the New Hampshire towns were not admitted; and
on June 11, 1778, the Vermont Assembly ratified the admission of sixteen
New Hampshire tovms ¢ 3

In the preceding February had occurrcd the orgenization as a distinct
tovmship of the Dartmouth College Plain, in which locality there had becn
considerable agitation for a union with the state of New Connecticut prior
to its assumption of the name of Vermontes Had the trend of events taken
the dircction anticipated by many, the Dartmouth Plain might well have become
the capital of New Connecticute The new tovn was known first as Dartmouth
and thoen as Dresdeny Its organization brought no protest from the rest of
Hanovery and Dresden remained a separctc township until the return of the
entire region to New Hampshire.l

To trace every step in the secession movement in Grafton and Cheshire
Counties would take more space than is available heres For a time in the
disputed region there were officers representing both Vermont and New Homp-
shire, Before the matter was finally adjusted, the gpovernments of New Hamp-
shire, Vermont, New York, and lassachusetts, in addition to the Continental
Congress, were concerned in one way or another, Finally; the Connecticut
River was confirmed as the boundary and the disaffected Grafton and Cheshire
towns were forced to remain with New Hampshire.5 Matters were considerably
improved by the 1784 Constitution which gave the western counties a more
liberal representation in the Legislature«® Gradually, the bitterness
coused by the controversy subsided.

The original incorporation of Grafton County set aside an immense tract
of land, teking in almost the entire northern half of the state. This
territory was added to in 1782 when Holderness (then called New Holderness)
and Campton were disannexed from Strafford County.7 A minor addition
occurred in 1837 when gome land in Grantham, Sullivan County, was joined
to Enfield in Grofton County.S

l. New Hampshire State Papers, 13:763.

s TUpton, op. cite, 192.

3. Ibide, 192-193; Vermont State Papers, 3:9, 2l.

L. Chase, Op. cite., L4U6, L60-L453.

5« Belknap, ope cite, 391-395.

6« Be Ps Poore, Federal and State Constitutions, (Washington, 1887),
2:1296 (Ne He Constitution of 1784, Housc of Representatives)s

T« Lows of New Hampshire, 4:479 (1782).

8« New Hompshire Laws of 1837, ch. CCXCe.
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The curtailment of the Grafton boundaries began in 1778 when Conway
(now in Carroll County) was removed from Grefton County and added to
Strafford County.! In 1800 Burton (now the Carroll County town of Albany)
was detached from Grafton County and added to Strafford Cou.nty.2 Three years
later Grafton County was split to form Coos County.3 In 1805 a tract of
Grafton land known as Nash and Sawyer's Location was annexed to Coos Countye.
In 1832 land from New Chester (Hill), in Grafton County, was added to Wilmot
in lMerrimack County.5 This preceded by thirty-six years the annexation of
the town of Hill, itself, to Merrimack Countye The homestead farm of
Mehala Gilman in Waterville, Grafton County, was annexed to Sandwich, Carroll
County, in 1864.7 Grafton County lost Danbury to Merrimack County in 187L4.

Grafton County is the home of Dartmouth College. The antecedents of
Dartmouth may be traced to the Indian Charity School established by Eleazar
Wheelook at Lebanon, Connecticut, in 1754.7 After ten years the school had
grown to such proportions that Wheelock felt justified in asking for financial
assistance from abroad. Samson Occom, an Indian minister, travelled to Lon-
don, with the Reverend Nathaniel Whitaker, for the purpose of obtaining such
assistonce. The Earl of Dartmouth and other prominent men were visited, and
oontributions were secureds These activities led to the establishment of
two boards of trustees, one in England and onc in America. Lord Dartmouth
was the president of the English board.10

As early as 1763, the removal of the school from its original site was
given serious consideration. Various locations were discussed in the years
that followed. At length, due largely to the friendly interest of Benning
and John Wentworth, the choice fell upon western New Hampshire.ll A charter
was granted December 18, 1769 and the institution received the neme of
Dartmouth College. The purpose of the college, as expressed in the charter,
was to provide "for the education & instruction of Youth of the Indian Tribes
in the Land in reading, writing & all parts of Learning which shall eppear
necessary and expedient for eivilizing & ohristianizing Children of Pagans
as well as in all liberal Arts and Sciences; and also of English Youth and
any others * * %, ule

When the charter was granted, only the general region of the Connecticut
Valley had been selected for the location of the college; the specific site
had not been chosen. Several of the western New Hampshire communities made
bids for the college. It was not until July, 1770, that Hanover was selectedd

l. Laws of New Hampshire, 4:170 (1778).

2. Ibide., 6:647 (1800), :

e _Ibid., 7:206 (1803)s 1In 1839, a proposal was made to divide the county
againe See New Hampshire lLaws of 1839, ch. CCCCLXXVIII.

be Lizs of Iigw Tlmuipslire, 7:398=399 (1805).

e New Hampshire Laws of 1868, che XIVe

Te New Hampshire Laws of 186l, ch. 2891,

8. New Hempshire Laws of 187k, che XCVI.

9+ Le Be Richardson, History of Dartmoutb College, (Hanover, 1932), 1l:32.

10, Ibidas 1:49-62. ; :

11s Tbides 1379~90,

12, General Catalogue of Dartmouth Colleze and the Associated Schools
1769-1925, (Hanover, 1925), 5. :

13. Richardson, Ope_Citey 1:91=97.
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August 28, 1771 marked the first Commencement, Governor Wentworth, and
his party came up from Portsmouth for the occasion. There were four
graduates~-~Levi Frisbie, Sylvanus Ripley, Samuel Gray, and John Wheelock.l

Fears were expressed in some quarters that the newly chartered insti=-
tution, in its wider field of endeavor, would get away from the original
aim of its founder-=that of bringing educational advantages to the Indians.
Hence, the establishment of Moor's Indian Charity School to take over
President Wheelock's original work; the name was chosen in honor of Colonel
Joshua More who, fifteen years previously, had donated land and a building
to Wheelock's Indian school in Lebanon, Connecticuts? Some of the earliest
pupils in the Indian School after its establishment at Hanover weré descen—
dents of English ceptives, who, having been adopted by the Indians, had
taken marital partners in the tribes of their adoption,3 By 1775 there were
from fifteen to twenty Indians in the school; ten of these were from Canada.
Due to finonecial difficulties, Moor's School was closed, 1829-1837. It was
reopened in 1838, but, as an institution, it was finally closed in 1849,
Thereafter, Indian students were cared for in other waysa :

In the meanwhile Dartmouth College, though beset with difficulties, was"
growing steadily and surely. In 1783 fourteen degrecs werc awarded; in 1784,
seventeen, The largest elass before the turn of the century was forty-nine
in 1791, By the middle of the century7 the Dartmouth student body numbered
25ls The collcge today serves 2,437 students.O

Probably the most significant case ever to arise in the courts of
Grafton County was the Dertmouth College case, This case arose out of a
controversy between John Wheclock, then president of Dartmouth Collcge, and
the trustces of the institution. The latter removed the president and
appointed a now incumbent. In 1816 the Legislature changed the name of the
college to Dartmouth University, and, to all intents and purposes, made it
a state institutions The matter beocamc a state=wide political issuee The
trustees appealed to the courts, and the case resched the highest tribunal
in the lande Deniel Webster, appearing before the United States Supreme
Court for the trustees, argued that by abrogating the charter of Dartmouth
College the Legislature had threatened the senctity of contracts everywhere,
His famous statement, "It is a small college, but there are those who love
it," has since become dear to all Dartmouth men. The Supreme Court decision
hended down by Chief Justice John Marshall was in favor of the college
trustees.?

Richardson, op. cit., 1:110-111,

Ihidey J433=3hy 11511 5

Ibid., 1:128,

JIbidey, 1:150-151.

Ibides 1:418-419.

_J;b__i_cll.’ 1:202-203.

Catalogue . . . Dartmouth Collere 1850, 18,

Dartmouth College Bulletin 1938-1939, sec. III, 96.

Laws_of New Hampshire, 8:505-508 (1816); 7The Trustees of Dartmouth
College versus Williem H. Woodward" in New Hampshire Reports, 1:111-138;
4 Wheaton, 518 (1819); C. Me Fuess, Daniel Webster, (Boston, 1930),
1:215-2L5,

L
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The west bank of the Connecticut River at low water mark forms the wstern
boundary for the cou.nty.l Tributaries of this river in the county are the
Lower and Wild Ammonoosuc Rivers in the northern part and the Mescoms River in
the southern seotions Through the central portion flows the Pemigewasset and
its branches, Newfound Lake is located in the southern part of the county
and Mascoma Lake in the southwestern portions A part of Squam Lake lies in
the southeastern section,

Some of the ranges of the White Mountains rise in the northern section of
Grafton County, among them the Franconia Range which contains Cannon Mountain,
the site of the "Qld Man of the Mountain" profile and of the recently con-
structed aerial tramway, the only conveyance of its kind in North America. To
the southwest in Benton is Moosilauke Mountain.

Grafton County is bounded on the north by Coos County; on the east by
Coos, Carroll and Belknap Counties; on the south by Merrimack and Sullivan
Counties; on the west by the Vermont counties of Windsor, Orange, and Caledo-
nia. The aree of Grafton County is approximately 1700 square miles.2 It con-
tains thirty-nine towns.3 By the 1930 census it had a population of h2,816.4

In spite of its fine facilities for water power, Grafton County cen hard-
ly be called a manufacturing district. Rather, on the whole, the county should
be classed as an agricultural section. The agricultural census of 1935 lists
2,504 farms operating in the county as compared with 2,077 in 1930.5 Although
this increase is slight, it seems worthy of note, especially in view of a de-
crease in farms in the county recorded in several earlier agricultural cen-
suses., The figures of the 1935 census are encouraging; yet it must be admit-
ted that there are many abandoned farms in Grafton County, also farms that are
not operated to their full capacity. Likewise, it must be admitted that the
trend toward migration from farm land has not left Grafton County unaffected.”
On the bright side of the picture, there can be noted the increase in dairy
farming located largely in the Connecticut River valley. A certain amount of
wood and lumber products, stone and clay products, knit goods, and sports wear
are manufactured in Grafton County.8

In considering the means by which the inhabitants of Grafton County pro-
cure a livelihood, the recreational business should not be overlooked, Splen-
did mountain scenery has attracted visitors to the Grafton County region for
many years. While these visitors, at one time, made their appearance almost
exclusively during the months of summer, such is not the case at the present
time. The development of enthusiasm for winter sports is causing the recre-
ational business to become a year-round industry. The outstanding sports event
is the Dartmouth Winter Carnival which draws guests from all over the country.

« Report of the [N.H.] Attorney-General * * % 1932-1934, 22/-226.

+ New Hampshirs Manual for the General Court, 1939, 116,

& Ibids ; 121

Ibids o 117

United States Census of Agriculture, 1935, (Washington, 1936) 1:15.

Thirteenth Census of the United States. Agriculture, (Washington,1913)

7:113; Fifteenth Census of the United States. Agricufture,(washington.

1932) 2:144 Part II.

T« For details of the farm situation in Grafton County, see H. C. Woodworth,
M. F. Abell, and J. C. Holmes, Land Utilization in New Hampshire,
Bulletin 298, (Durham, 1937), passim.

8. New Hampshire Bureau of Labor Report 1937-38, L42-82.
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ORIGINAL COUNTIES OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 1771
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BOUNDARY CHANGES OF GRAFTON COUNTY

EEEUI??B Conway lost to Strafford County r\r)/—lffL\‘\Jﬂf/W

7| 1782 Holderness and Campton added from
Strafford County

1800 Burton (Albany) lost to Strafford
County

[ ] 1803 Coos County incorporated and
teken from Grafton territory

B lJ 1805 Nash and Sawyers Location lost
~ to Coos County

|21 1832 Land in New Chester (Hill) COOS COUNTY
lost to Wilmot in Merrimack County

1—57 1837 Land in Grantham, Sullivan \
County annexed to Enfield in Grafton
County

* 1864 Mahala Gilman's home lot trans-
ferred from Waterville in Grafton
County to Sandwich in Carroll County
(too small to be shown on map)

‘\§11868 Hill lost to Merrimack
County
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; ; LOCATION
ﬁ 1874 Danbury lost o \\ 1
to Merrimack 3 :
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legislation (First entry, p. 31)

2. GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZAT ION AND RECORDS SYSTEM

New Hampshire was without county organization for almost a century
and a half after the first settlement. For many years there was no need
for e division of the province since the population was clustered about
Portsmouth, the colonial ocapital. As the settlements began to reach the
Merrimack River, the inconvenience of Journeying to Portsmouth for court
sessions beceme more and more of a burden. An ggitation for the division
of the province into counties be an about 1755;1 the actual division,
however, did not occur until 1771 when the Crown approved an act of 1769
which set up five counties: Rockingham, Hillsborough, Cheshire, Strafford,
and Grafton, Courts were instituted on a county basis, and the provincial
offices of sheriff, coroner, register of probate, and register (recorder)
of deeds became county offices., Three of the counties were to be established
as soon as the act became effective, But in regard to Strafford and Grafton
Counties the law made the following provision; "And Whereas the said
Counties of Strafford & Grafton arec not fully Inhabited at Present but the
Inhabitants are Daily Incressing Be it further Enacted that the said
Counties * * #* shall be for the Present Annexed to & Deemed & taken as
Parts & lMembers of the County of Rockin'tham & Subject to the Jurisdiction &
Authority of the Courts Magistrates and Officers of the Said County of
Rockin'hem #* * * and shall remain so *% * % Subject until the
Governor by & with the Advice and Consent of the Council shall declare them
respectively Sufficient for the exercise of their rcspective Jurisdiction

& no longer."< grafton and Strafford Counties received autonomy in 1773.3
As a political unit the county stands at the half-way station between
the state and the town, and in someways represents an advantage of centrali-
zation over the town. The county, for instance, represents a more economi=-
cal unit for the administration of relief as shown by the abolition of town
poor farms end the growth of the county farms, It also represents a
convenient unit for a division of" the superior court and it is a centralized
depository for land records, as manifested by the office of the register of
deedse On the other hand the tovms frequently owe allegiance directly to
the state and not to the county. Roads are rarely a county concern, at the
present time, Education is not a county function; although towns are
combined for educational efficiency, the unit is the supervisory union which
frequently cuts across county lines. Like town, city, and state, the county
is a separate legal entity. "Each county is a2 body corporate for the
purpose of suing and being sued, purchasing, holding and conveying real
and personal estate for county purposes, making all necessary contracts,
and doing other necessary acts relating to the property and concerns of
the county."
Lepisla@igg
Legislative functions within the county are now vested in the county
convention which consists of the members from the particular county in the
lower house of the Legislatures, It is lmown, however, that at the time of

le W. H. Fry, New Hompshire as a Royal Province, (New York, 1908), 461.
2e Lows of New Hampshire, 3:524-528 (1769).

3. Thbids, 3:57 (1773).

L. Public Lows of New Hampshire, ch. 35, sec. 1 (1926).
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the organization of the counties, Legislative functions were in the hands of
the court of general sessions of the peace, since the act of organization
authorized that court to raise money for county buildings.l When the courts

of general sessions were abolished in 179l the seme enactment suthorized
the forming of county conventions,.

Administration

County commissioners constitute the principel administrative body of °
the county. They were preceded by road commissioners who appeared in 1829,
at the time when a major function of <the county wes highwey building and
meintenance. Five commissioners for each county were appoiPted by the
Governor end Council;3 +the office became elective in 1840.% County com-
missioners appeared in 1856, and were granted broad powers in the adminig-
tration of county busincss.S which powers they heve maintained to date.®
Recording

The principal recording officers of the county are the register of
probate, the register of decds, and the clerk of the superior ' ocourt. This
is clearly recognized in the statutes which definitely state that these
three officials shall have suitable offices with fire-proof safes.! Grafton
county mects these requirements with well equipped officcs’ and fireeproof
vaults at the Woodsville courthouscs
Judicial

The present judioial system of the county is based primarily on the
superior and probate courts, The former, a state court organized on a
county basis, finally cvolved from the superior court of judicaturc which
was sct up in the original counties by the act of county organization.

The probate court in the counties is an outgrowth of the provineial probate
courte An important adjunet to the probate court is its record~kccping
functionary, the register of probate, Both Judge and register of probate
were authorized by the general act of county organization with no state
implications whatever.?

The act sctting up courts in Grafton and Strafford Counties provided,
in Grafton County, for the superior court of Jjudicature, inferior court of
common plcas, and court of gencral scssions of the pezce, all three courts
meeting at stated times in Haverhill end Plymouth,10 Although the Grafton
organization act did not refer specifically to the Probate court, both
Judge and register took office in the first year of the county's o.utonomy.11

Soon after the courts began operantion, however, difficultics werc en-
countereds Owing to the Revolution, the Tory proolivitics of ome of tho

l. Laws of New Hompshire, 3:529 (1769).

2e Ibides 6:157 (1794).

3¢ Ibidey 9:915-923 (1829).

ke New Hampshirec Laws of 1840, ch. DVI.

Se Now Hampshire Laws of 1855, ch. 1659, sccse 37, 38,
6. Public Laws of New Hampshirc, ch. 38, (1926).

(& Ibidss Ohs 35; 800, ¢ (1926),

8 Loaws of New Hompshirc, 3:524=530 (1769).

J+ Ibidey 3:524-530 (1769).

10+ Ibid., 3:587-588 (1773).

1SR Belknap, History of New Hampshirc, (Farmer Edition, Dover,

1831), 420,
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judges, and the separatist movement in the Connecticut Valley, the courts in
this county were suspendeds When they reopened in 1782, it is interesting
to note that ten cases were continued from 1775.1

In 1813, in New Hempshire counties, the supreme judicial court
supplanted the superior court of judieature, and two state-wide circuit
courts of common plees replaced the courts of common pleas for each county.?
The superior court of judicature was reestablished in 1816, and the courts
of common pleas were reorganized.3 The courts of common pleas were replaced
by courts of sessions in 1820 and many of their duties were transferred to
the superior court of judicature.4 A court of common pleass, consisting of
one chief and two associate justicesy was established in 1824 to take over
the jurisdiction of the courts of sessions. This court acted for the entire
state, but it met in the different counties.d In 1832 a local eourt of
common pleas was established in each county.6 A law of 1849 stated: "The
court of common pleas shall consist of the justices of the superior court
of judicature and of +the judges of the court of common pleas appointed for
cach county."’ Six years later the supreme judicial court replaced the
superior court of judicature and the court of common pleas underwent another
reorganization.8 The court of common plcas was abolished in 1859 and its
dutics trensferred to the supreme judicial court.? In 1874 the supreme
judicial court again gave way to the superior court of judicaturec, and a
circuit court was orgenized but the superior court of judicature and the
eircuit court, in regard to personncl, were practically the same courte10
Another recorganization occurrcd two ycars later when the supreme judieial
court again supplanted the superior courtof judicature, In this new court
the judges were to hold trial terms individually and were to determine issues
of law, collectivelye.ll The supreme judieial court, comstituted in 1876,
lost its county affiliation end became a statc court in 190l. In that same
year the superior court of judicaturc, organized on a county basis, re=
appearcd, and has continued to the prescnt timce

Closely allied with the judiciary is the office of justice of the peace,
an important one in early couaty historys It gradually lost much of its
importance, particularly in regard to its judiciol functions and, at the
present time, no gustice of the peace within Grafton County is designated as
o trial justice.l The Jjustification for regarding this as a county office

l. Hamilton Child, Gazetteer of Graiton County, (Syracuse, 1888), 38.

2. Laws of New Hampshirc, 8:251, 255 (1813).

3 Ibids, 8:501-505 (1816).

Lo Ibide, 8:934-936 (1820).

5¢ Ibide, 9:352-356 (182L).

6o Ibide, 105369-381 (1832).

Te New Hompshire Laws of 1849, ches 842, scec. 2.

8e¢ New Hompshirc Laws of 1855, che 1659

9« New Hompshire Laws of 1859, che 2211,

10. Now Hempshire Loaws of 1874, che XCVII; Ae Ss Batchellor, "The Devclop-
ment of the Courts of XNew Hompshire" in We Te Davis, cdey, The New England
States, (Boston, 1897), 4:2312-2313, : :

1l. New Hampshirc Lows of 1876, ch. XXV; Batchellor, one cite, 4:2313.

12, Now Hempshiic Laws of 1901, che 78.

13, For list of trial justiccs in other countics, see New Hampshire Manual
for the General Court 1939, 411.




Governmental Organization and Records (First entry, pe 31)
System=Law Enforcement; Financial

is based on a provision in the law that the records are to be filed with the
olerk of the superior court in the event of the expiration of the term of
the justice or his removal from the county,l The New Hempshire Historical
Records Survey Project has not been able to discover justice records in all
counties, Such records have been found in Grafton County, however,
Lew Enforcement
il The chief law enforcement officers of the county are the sheriff and the
golicitor =-- the duty of the sheriff being to apprehend violators of the
law, and that of the solicitor to prosecute violators. The sheriff has the
assistence of deputies whom he appoints.2 In the prosecution of law-breakers
the solicitor is subjecct to the supervision of +the Attorney-General, the
chief prosecuting officer of the states3 Since 1937 the sheriff and his
deputies have sharzd with the State Police the responsibility of apprehending,
within any county, persoms violating the law.dt The sheriff was onc of the
officers %peoifically nmentioned in the act which organized thg New Hampshire
counties,? The solicitor appeaied in Grafton County in 1794.° That Grafton
County had a crier, an ancient office relatcd to the sheriff, is noted by
the New Hampshire Register, which first listed the Grafton crier for the
year 1802; the last listing was for 1834.! Somewhat less related to the
office of sheriff was that of coroner, which, like the sheriff, was specifi=-
cally mentioned in the act of county organization.8 The office wes replaced
by that of the medical referee in 1903+’ An old office concerned indireotly
with law enforcement was the commissioners of jail delivery found in Grafton
County for the years 1831-35.10 An office responsible for the énforcement
of aertain specific laws was the sealer of weights and measures, appearing
in Grafton County in 1822,11 abolished by law as a county office in 1919,12
Financial

The financial organization of the county is based on these functions:
appropriating, auditing, and disbursings. The act instituting counties gave
to the court of general sessions of the fgace the power to raise money for
the payment of bills against the county.*> When that court was abolished in
1794y tex granting powers were ossigned to the county delegates in the
General Court (Legislaturc) who were authorized to form themselves into a
convention for that purposc.lu At the present time the county convention
possesses thc power to raisc county taxess,

le Publié Laws of New Hampshire, che 322, secs.16 (1926)s

2¢  Ibides ohe 32k, secss 1, 2.

30 Ibid.. che 16, SCCes 190

by New Hampshire Laws of 1937, che 13L.

5+ Laws of New Hampshirc, 3:526 (1769).

6. New Hampshire Register 1795, (pages not numbered)s

Te New Hompshire Register 1803y 60; Now Hampshire Register 1835, T72.

8+ Laws of Now Hompshire, 3:526 (1769).

9« New Hompshire Laws of 1902, chas 1354.
10s New Hampshire Register 1832, 22; New Hampshi.rc Registecr 1836, 57:

: New Hompshire Registcr 1833-35, passim.

1l. New Hampshire Recister 1823, 524

12, New Hampshire Laws of 1919, ch. 149.

13« Laws of New Hampshirc, 3:528 (1769).

e Ibide, 635157 (1794)a :

15. Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 35, scce, 5 (1926)s
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Whet amounted to auditing powers were accorded the court of general
sessions of the peace by the mct of county organization.t By an act of 1865,
the county commissioners received authority to audit and allow all accounts
for and against the counties except those accounts incidental to the éourts
which were allowed by the Jjustices of the courts o2 Auditors, as such,
appear in counties by 1872 when the county convention mcquired the power to
appoint two of them annually.3 By authority of the Public Statutes (1891),
these officials were to be appointed, biennially, one from each of the two
leading political parties.4 In 1897, however, the county convention lost
to the supreme judiciel court, the predecessor of the present superior
court, the prerogative of appointing auditors. The supreme judiecial court,
at that time, was to appoint the auditors annually; at the present time the
superior court makes the annual appointment.5 The county treasurer shares
with the county commissioners, the responsibility of disbursing funds. The
treasurer appeared in Grafton County in 1773.

Welfare

During the earlier years of the nineteenth century, the maintenance of
paupers was let out to the lowest responsible bidder.! Eventually some
of the towns established poor farms which gave way to county farms. The
Grafton County farm was established in 1866.8 The superintendent is the
official in charge. He is responsible to the county commissioners by whom
he is appointed. The commissioners were granted the maintenance of county
paupers when their office was established by an enactment of 1855.7 At the
present time the law states: "They shall have the chcrge and care of county
paupers and shall provide for their support upon the county farm or else=
where * * % when expedient they may appoint agents in the several towns
to investigate applications mnd look after the county poor in such towns 4" 10
The economic conditions of the last decade have enormously increased in
volume the duties of the county commissioners in connection with relief
outside of the county farm.

Records System

There are not many changes to be recommended in the records system of
Grafton Countye. In some instances, however, the clerk of court's records,
while excellently kept, lack conmpletenesss. . :

Civil judgments since 1903, session judgments since 1920, and equity
Judgments since 1936 have not been recorded in the volumes, but the clerk of
court intends to bring judgments up to date as soon as possible. In July
1939 the clerk's secretary expressed the hope that special funds might be

le Laws of New Heampshire, 3:528 (1769).

2 New Hampshire Laws of 1865, che. 4077,

3¢ New Hampshire Laws of 1872, ches XLIII.

Lo pPublic Statutes of New Hempshire, ¢he 24, sec. 10 (1891).

5e New Hampshire Laws of 1897, ch. 87y sec. 1; Public Laws of New Hampshire,
che 35, secs 18 (1926).

6« J. Belknap, op. cit., 420,

T« For example, sce MS, Bristol Town Records, vel. 1, pe 449 (1836).

8. We Fo Whitcher, History of the Town of Haverhill, New Hampshire,
(Concord, 1919), 433.

J¢ New Hampshire Lawsof 1855, che 1659, scce 37

10. Public Laws of New Hampshirc, che 38, scce 8 (1926).
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provided for this pufposes. While there is a docket index for civil and
equity oases, 1936~-, there is none prior to 1936; and none, at all, for
state and session cases.
current Officers

At present the votersof Grafton County at the biemnial elections choose
a sheriff, solicitor, register of deeds, register of probate, treasurer,
three county commissioners, and the Grafton County representatives in the
lower house of the Legislature who constitute the county convention., The
Governor and Council appoint the justices of the superior court, the judge
of probate, and threc medical refereess, The superior court appoints a clerk
of court and two auditorse The county commissioners appoint a superintendent
of the county farm; the sheriff appoints eight deputy sheriffs.
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3. HOUSING, CARE, AND ACCESSIBILITY OF THE RECORDS

When Grafton County was organized, Haverhill beceme the county seate
The northern section of Haverhill was chosen as the location of a structure
in which was combined the first courthouse and jaile The raising of the
frame began November 19, 1773 and continued until November 30s The food
and drink consumed during this labor included 650 pounds of beef and forty=
five gallons of rum,

-Although this building stood for fifty years it was not used for a
courthouse after 1793. In that year, Colonel Charles Johnston and others
built an acedemy at Haverhill Villege, and invited the courts to share the
use of the buildings The offer was accepted, and courts wére held at the
academy until the building burned in 1814, On December 16, 1815, School
District Number 1 voted to build e brick structure in co-operation with the
trustees of the scademy. The new building was also used by the courts, the
county paying ohe thousaid dollars to thu acaﬁcmy trustees.?

Grafton County records for many years were housed in the residences
and private offices of the county officials. At length (June 21, 1838),
the county convention voted to raise two thousand dollars for the cone
struotion of a building with "fire safes" in order to preserve the records
of the county. The court of common pleas was to have the responsibility
of seleoting thc town in whioh the building was to be locateded The
following year thc convention voted to raise two hundred dollars "in arrear
(& unprovided for by former appropirations) for erecting the County building
at Haverhill * # # for the offices of the clerks of the courts, Register
of Deeds, & Register of Probate, according to the contract made for the
building thereof by the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas - % # gl

In 1845 the county and Haverhill School District Number 1 surrendered
to Haverhill Academy their interest in the building which for thirty years
had served as courthouse, school house, and academys. The county erected a
separate building for a courthouse, and courts first met there in 1846.5

The 1845 building served as the county courtheouse until 1890 when a
new structure was erected in the section of the toWn of Haverhill known as
Woodsville, The removal of the courthouse site from its former location to
Woodsville was not acocomplished without controversy, but the Woodsville
location was more convenient, due chiefly to the fact that the village had
become a railroad center. Ira Whitcher offered the county, free of charge,
& building lot which Yhe had for years refused to sell, frequently saying
that he was holding it in reserve for the Grafton County court house." The
county convention took favorable action6 and the Woodgvillc courthouse was
ready for occupany in the fall of 1890. :

l. W. Fe Whitcher, History of the Town of Haverhill, .New Hampshirc,
(Concord, 1919), 272, 2764 ;

2a Ibld., 276279, -~

3¢ Grafton County [Convention Records], June 21, 1838. Sce cntry 1.

Le Ibid., June, 184C. See entry 1, :

Ss Ibid,, Junc 11,718L%, Soc cairy 1j,7hitchoer, ope ,cite, 280

6e Whitcher, Ope_cits, 280-283§ Cra.ton County Reportis 1890, 181,
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It was no longer necessary for county records to be housed in a-
separate building, and in 1891 the clerk of court, register of deeds, and
register of probate were instructed to remove their records to the new
courthouse, The building erected in the eighteen~thirties for the storing
of county records now accommodates the Haverhill Free Libraryel

In 1915, at the Woodsville courthouse, theres were made important
alterations iny and additions to, the county commissioners!' room and the
offices and vaults of the clerk of court, register of deeds, and register
of probate.2

In 1774 the court of sessions appointed a committee to build a courte
house and jail in Plymouth, This first Plymouth courthouse remained in
continuous use for nearly fifty years, It was in this courthouse, in 1806,
Daniel Webster made his famous plea against capital punishmente. The
building was square with %a stately cupola out of proportion to the
diminutive size of the stricture.'3 A new snd larger courthouse was built
in 1823, and Junc 10, 182k, the convention voted five hundred dollars to
Williem Webster and David Me Russell in discharge of their claim for the
construction of that buildihg. The old building was sold and moved to the
easterly side of the street, where it was used for a time as & wheelwright
shops In 1876 it was restored, without the cupola, end presented to the
Young Ladies! Library Association, It now contains the town library.,

At the same time (1889) the Woodsville courthouse was built, ten
thousend dollars was appropriated for a new courthouse in Plymouth, A
resident of Plymouth, Alvin Burleigh, was included on the committee to
assist the county commissioners in arranging for the construction of both
buildingse

The 1889 Plymouth courthouse contains the court room, the headquarters
of the Plymouth Police Department and an office of the county commissionersa
No county records are kept theree Sessions of +the superior court meet at
Lebenon as well as at Plymouth and Woodsville. As Lebanon does not have a
courthouse, superior court sessions are held at the town hall,

The Woodsville courthouse, 87! x 72! x'120', a brick building in which
various styles of architecture are combined, has a tower and Romanesque
windows e

Record depositories on the first floor consist of the clerk of court's
vaulty the register of deeds! office and vailt, the probate office, two
probate vaults, and the offices (outer and inner) of the county commise
sioncrse The basement and a storeroom on the second floor serve as
depositories,

On entering the building the first depository at the right is the
office of the register of probatec. Only one volume of rocords is kept hegre,
however, From the probate office, entrance is gained to the probate vaults
(outer and inner), constructed of brick with ccment girders, where most

l. Whitcher, op, cit., 282, 2853 Grafton County Roports 1891, 79. :

2e Whitcher, Ope cite, 283; Grafton County [Convention Rccords], Febe Be
March 31, April 21, 1915, See cntry 1, z '

3. E. S. Stearns, History of Plymouth, New Hampshire, (Cambridge, Massa,
1906), 1:188-189, 194-195, :

be Ibid., 190; Grafton County [ Convention Records], June 10, 182l,

S5 Whitcher, Ope cite, 281; Grafton County Reports 1890, 181,
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of the probate records are located, Each vault is 30' x 15' x 11f, There
are tables and chairs in each. Each vault has two windows end lighting,
(artificial and natural)is excellent, There are sixty-seven linear feet
of metal shelving in the combined vaults., Probate records not in the
office and vaults are in the courthouse basement,

The county commissioners! offices are also on the right side of the
hallways The outer office, 19! x 8120 x 10t9n, is electrically lighted,
There is one window, 3' x 10', The inner office, 19' x 106" x lot9n,
is electrically lighted, and it has three windows. Commissi oners! records
not found in their offices, are loocated in the register of deeds! vault,
the clerk of court's vault, the courthouse basement, room 346 at the county
farm, the reclief office in the Sargent Block, Woodsville, and the State
Library, Concord.

The first room at the left, on entering the building, is the clerk of
court's offices The office, however, does notiscrve as & record depository.
The greater amount of the olork's records are in the adjoining vault,
2yt x 22" x 15', constructed of brick and cement, * This vault has two
windows, and it is clcetrically lighted. A table, a step ladder, and
chairs arc provided for users. Records arc kept in metal file boxes and
on roller shelving, About thirty percent of the clerk's records sre in the
basement. A few are in the storeroom on the second floor,

Also at the left of the hallway is located the office and vault of the
register of deedse No records are contained in the office, but the vault
houses all of the register's records except discarded index volumes kept:
on shelves in the basement. The brick and cement vaulty 34% x 18% x 114,
1s lighted by electricity, and there are two windows. Equipment includes a
table, chairs, and metal shelving,

The basement serves as a general depositorys. A cupboard and open
shelves hold the records stored there. Additional shelves have been
constructed since the Survey began its inventory of the records.

At a meeting of the county convention June 12, 1850y a committee of
five was elected to inquire into the advisebility of purchasing a county
farme This committee, on June 18, was granted on extension of time in
wiiich to meke its report. On June 20 the committee brought in a resolution
which the convention adopteds This resolution provided that the selectmen
of the Grafton County towms should be requested to place an article taking
the sense of the voters upon the question in the warrants for the next
March town meetingse "It it Expedient to authorise the assistant Justices
of the Court of Common Pleas to purchase two county poor farms, one in the
Eastern and one in the Western Judieial District." The resolution also
provided that the common pleas justices be asked to furnish the selectmen
of the different towns with staetistics regarding the cost for the support
of county paupers for the ten years preceding--the information to be placed
before the voters at the town meetings .1

Accordingly, the advisability of purchasing a county farm was put
before the voters of the county at the March 1851 mectings. By a vote of
1280 to 250, ‘they cxpressed their opposition to the plan,2

In 1866, however, the county convention passed a resolution for the

l, Grafton County [Convention Records], June 12, 18, 20, 1850. Sce entry}
2s  Whitcher, ope citsy 4324
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purchase of a county farm.l In September of that year a farm in Haverhill

wes purchased from Dudley C, and Daniel P, Kimball for twenty thousand
dollarse The erection of an alms ' house was begun the next years2 This alms
houseserved the county until 1929, in which year the convention voted for the
"construction, equipment, and furnishing of a new alms house and additional
facilities connected therewith at the Grafton Co Farm in Haverhill."3 The
work was completed in 1930, The alms house, which also serves as the county
farm edministration building and county hospital, is of Georgian architecture,
brick and cement construction, and is rated as fire-proof.

It has already been stated that the first Jail was combined with the
first courthouse at North Haverhill. When the courts were moved to Haverhill
Village, a new jail was constructed (179L) near the academy~courthouse build-
ings The jail was two stories high with one section for the prisoners and
another for the jailor, This structure served as a Jeil until 1845 when the
prisoners ! section was dismantled and a third Jjail constructeds This was
used until 1897 when county prisoners were removed to a jail comstructed that
year at the county farm,

The office of the superintondent of the county farm, 1338 x 123+ x 91,
is numbered 205, and is located on the first floor of the administration
buildings The office contains a table and extro chairs which persons may
use when consulting the records. Only a few of the records are loccted in
the office, howcver; these few arc contained in o safe, 23' x 2% x 3', Most
of the records are kept in two small rooms numbered 345 and 346, on the
second floors Thesc rooms arc eleotrically lighted, but have no windows.
Room 345 has forty=-eight lincar fect of shelving; room 346, twentyefour
lincar feets There is space for additional shelving in 346 but no ndditional
space in 345, A few records are in the ward office of the hospital scetién
of the administration building, the turnkey's officc at the Jail building,
the jail bascment, and the register of deeds? vault at the Woodsville
courthouse,

" Records pertaining to the duties of the sheriff are found in the vault
of the clerk of court, Woodsville courthouse, and at the residence of Claude
Me Murray, former sheriff, Church Street, Canaan. Ko rceords arc kept by the
present sheriff,

Treasurer?'s records are kept at the Woodsville courthousec and at the
residence of the treaosurer, Harry S. Huckins, 7 Rodgers Strect, Plymouth.
Recommendations. The building of an additional vault at the Woodsville
courthouse would be advisable. The present vaults are well constructed, but
their total capacity is not sufficient to store all of the county records
that ought to be preserved. The concentration of the county commissioners?
records, now distributed among several locations, is one useful purpose that

1, Grafton County [Convention Records], See entry l. The only clue in the
convention minutes to the exact date of the meeting at which this action
was taken is the attest of the assistant clerk of the supreme judicial
court, dated July 23, 1866, that the record of the meeting was received
for recording,

e Uhitcher, op. cite, 433

3« Grafton County [Convention Records], April 10, 1929, See entry 1.

ke Whitcher, op. cite, 283-285.




% 26 i :
Abbreviations, Symbols, and (First entry, p. 31
Explanatory Notes

could be served by a new vault. Such a vault should be of sufficient size
to contain those existing county records for which there is not room in the
present vaults and to provide for future needs,

Since the Secretary of State's office is the recognized depository of
county convention records, it would be logical to transfer to that office
the early convention recordd now in the clerk of ocourt's vault, Woodsville
courthouse, and room 345, county farms

L. ABBREVIATIONS, SYMBOLS, AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

alph. alphabetical (1y)

hioloyal e bt anonymous

approxe e approximate (ly)

gt _ %l arranged (arrangement)

bsmt. . . DES EIONE

ch(s)e chapter(s)

chron, ... chronological (1y)

febe file box

fode file drawer

hdw, handwritten (in ink) ‘

ibide ibidem (in the same place)

id. : .idem (the same; the same
as above)

USS s o .manuseript(s)

no(s)a . number (s)

numer. ... numerical (1y)

off. office

ope JGite opere citato (the work
cited)

p(p). page(s)

ptd. printed

SB0tE ). section(s)

strm, .. storeroom

supts superintendent (county farm)

Ve vault

vol(s)e volunme (s )

- to date

Iitles: Exact titles of records are written in solid caps without brackets,
as in entry 4. In the absence of titles, descriptive titles have been
assigned, and are written in solid caps and enclosed in brackets [ ], as

in entry 5l¢ If a record title is not descriptive of the contents of the
record, an assigned éxplanatory title, written with initial caps enolosed
in brackets is added, as in entry 38. Titles of artificial entries (those
procured from another entry) are written in solid caps enclosed in brackets,
8s in entry 53s In the master entry, from whose description the artificial
entry is taken, the titles in the descriptions are written with initial caps
enclosed in brackets, as in entry 21, "[ Insurance Policies], 1936-37, entry
27" Titles of regular entrics used as references in the description of
other entries are written with initial caps without brackcts, as in entry

16 b, "Cancelled Cheoks, entry 21.°"
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Dates: First and last dates covered by a particular record are shown in the
titlesline of the entry. Continuous records are shown by a hyphen between
the beginning end closing dates, as 1891-1926, Lapses in the records are
indicated by a comma between the groups of inclusive dates, as 1897-1913,
1919, Current dates are indicated by two hyphens, thus 1935e=,
Lebeling: Figures or letters in parentheses, following the number of volumes
or file boxes, indicate the labeling of a record,
Cross References: Title-line cross references are used to complete series of
records kept separately for a period of time and in other records for
different periods of time, as in entry 63 "180l-- in [Original Court
Documents], entry 51", Dates are shown in the breakdown of a master entry,
only when the dates of the sub-entry differ from those of the master cntrye

Separate thirdeparagraph corss references from entry to entry arc used
to show prior, subsequent, or related records which are not part of the
same seriese
Index: Unless the index is self contained, an entry for the index immediate-
ly follows its record entry,

A general index to a series of records always preceeds the records,
as in entry 31l
Condition: Unless otherwise specified, it is to be assumed that the record
is in good conditione
Size: When a series consists of more than one unit, the size or number of
pages in the most representative unit, is given., Dimensions are always
given in inches, unless otherwise indicated, therefore the symbol (") is
omitted,.
Miscellaneouss In 1889 the original Article 10 of the Constitution 2£ New
Hampshire was deleted; and from that point the articles bear two numbers,
the new followed by the old in parentheses,

The appendix of the Inventory cohteins non-officiel records found in
the various ediity offices, also recorcds of speoial historical significance
63 intotreste
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Bs COUNTY OFFICES AND THEIR RECORDS
I. COUNTY CONVENT ION

The county convention (delegation) is composed of the members from the
lower house of the Legislature for each county, An early reference to. a
county convention is found in an act of February 21, 1794, which abolished
the courts of general sessions of the peace and gave the tax granting power
to the county delegates at the General Court, who were authorized to organize
themselves into a convention for that purpose.,l Five years later there
appeared a specific reference to the converition of Grafton County. At the
preceding session of the Legislature, the judges of the court of common
pleas had failed to place before the convention a statement of the conditions
of the treasury, which would have enabled the convention to determine the °
nceessity of granting a tax at that session. For the thén current session,
the county treasurer had stated that a tax was necessaryy and a Legislative
act authorized the convention to hold a speeial meeting for granting such
a tax.° This act seems to be a plecc of omergency legislation without
having any bearing on the general tax granting powers of county conventions,

An act of 1801 stated that taxes voted by the convention were to be
"good and valid in law," and were to be assessed and collected by the county
treasurer in the same manner as county taxes had been collected previously,
The judges of the court of common pleas were to make their orders on the
county treasurer for exgending the money agreeable to the appropriations
made by the convention.

That committees were sometimes appointed to estimate the current county
expenses is indicated by the convention records July 4, 1798. The convene
tion, at that meeting, appointed a committee to consider the treasurer!'s
statement and to give an estimate of the sum necessary for the use of the
county, The committee reported that the treasurer's accounts were well
vouched and that fifteen hundred dollars would be required to defray county
chargess The report was accepted and the sum of fifteen hundred dollars
was votede &

By the time the laws were codified in 1891, the financial duties of
county conventions had becn greatly amplifieds They had becn given the
power to issue bonds for the county's debts; and they were entitled to
receive from the Secretary of State a statement of the condition of the
county treasury prepared by the county commissioners with their recommenda=
tion of the sums necessary for the use of the county for the ensuing two
years. The members of the convention were, during each biennial session
of the Legislature, to grant county texes for two years, but the taex for
each year was to be voted separately, and collected in the year for which
it was voted.d

l. Laws of New Hempshire, 63157 (1794).

2e Ibidey 6:569=570 (1799).

30 Ibld-' 7:23-2[! (1801)0

by Grafton County [Convention Records], July 4, 1798. See entry 1.
5e Public Statutes of New Hempshire, che 2lj, secs. L-6 (1891).
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County conventions still retain the above financial poWers.l In 1913 the
convention was authorized to appropriate money to secure an agent for the
development of the farming industry in the county,2 The convention still
retains the right to appropriate money for this purpose.3

An act of 1933 stipulates that when the money in the treasury of the
county is insufficient to meet the demands, the Treasurer, upon the order
of the county commissioners, and with the approval of the superior court,
may borrow the money nceessary upon the note of the county., The approval
of the county convention, in addition to’ the epproval of the superior court,
is necessary when the sum to be borrovicd, "together with the texes of the
same fiscal year that have been collectedy shall exccecd in emount the total
appropriations made for that yecar by the county convention, plus ten
porcent of said appropriation # % #,94 A later act states that the
approval of tho county convention is not required in instences where
"county conventions have not acted upon their appropriations for the ensuing
year."2 A law of 1935 requires tho county convention, when making appro-
priations for poor relief, to take into consideration the amounts the stote
and Federal agencics will contribute,

In 1872 the convention was authorized to appoint two auditors annually
to cxamine the accounts of the county commissioners and the troasurer, !
By 1891 the situation had been changed to the oxtent that the convention
appointed two auditors biennially, one from each of the two leading
political parties.8 An not of 1897, however, transferrcd tho appointing
power to the supreme court? predecessor of the present superior court
which now has that prerogative.l0

In 1863 the convention was cmpowcrcd to make appropriations to purchase
real estate, and to enlarge, repair or erect buildings for the use of the
county, when the sum required exceeded one thousand dollars. The county
commissioners were forbidden to sell or convey any real estate belonging
to the county without the permission of the county oconvention.ll Now the
county convention has the power to authorize the purchase or the sale and
conveyance of real estate for the county, and the erection, enlargement
end repair of county buildings, if the expense exceeds one thousand
dollars.l2 If the cost of ereoting, repairing or enlarging county buildings
does nofBexceed the above sum, the county commissioners are authorized
to act,

le FPublic Laws of New Hampshire, ohe 35, 56ce 5 (1926).

2o New Hampshire Laws of 1913, chas 10.

3¢ Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 35, sece 6 (1926).

Le New Hempshire Laws of 1933, ch. 185. '

5¢ Ne. Hampshire Lews of 1935 (Special Session, 1934), chs ks
6o Ibid., ch. 20, scos 19, :

Te New Hempshire Laws of 1872 ohe XL.ILTe

8. Publioc Statutes of New Hempshire, ch. 24, sec. 10 (1891).
9« New Hampshire Laws of 189% ohs 8%+

10s Public Laws of New Hempshire, ch. 35, sec. 18 (1926).

11, New Hampshire Laws of 1863, cha 2735,

12, Public Laws of New Hampshire, chs 35, sece 5 421926)s

13« Ibide, ch, 38, sece 5 (1926).
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By an act of 1919 the county convention, by a majority vote, was
permitted to appoint a committee of its own members, not exceeding five in
nunber, to investigate county affairs as conducted by the county commise
sionerse This committee could summon and éxamine witnesses under oath,
could secure a transcript of the testimony, and could perform any other
acts necessary for the conduct of the exemination. The recommendations
of the committee, when accepted by the convention, were to be entered at
length in the ensuing county report.l At the present time all these pro=-
visions are still in'effect.2

The law of 1801, pertaining to the county convention, authorized members
to choose a chairman to preside at the meetings and to appoint a clerk to
kecp & true record of all business transacted by the convention.,> An act
of 1877 required the Secretery of State to furnish a suitable book for
keeping the recordsrof the county conventions. This book was te be deposited
with the Secretary for safe-keceping, and any certified copy of the records
made by the Sccretary of State was to have the same validity as the original.
A printed copy of all the laws in force, or that might be cnacted thereafter,
relative to the county conventiony was to be inserted in the front of the
booke It was the duty of the clerk of the convention to keep a true record
of ‘the doings of the delegation in the record book and, immcdiately after
the meeting, to send a certified copy to the clerk of the county commise-
sionerss The minutcs of all special meetings, held at any place other than
the State Housc in Concord, werc to be recorded by the clerk and forwarded
to the Scorectary of State to be deposited with the record book of the
delegation. An attested copy was also to be sent to the clerk of the
county commissioners; and at the next meeting at the State House the olerk
of the delesation was to enter into the record book an attested copy of the
minutes of the specisal meeting.4 The major requirements of this act are
geill in foroe.b

An act of 1863 gave the county commissioners authority to call special
meetings of the convention in case of nec#ssity, and the convention at such
meetings was to have the same powers it had during the session of the
Legislature.6 The commissioners still heve the power to call special
meetings.7

In 1885 the county commissioners of each county were required to
publish attested copies of the proceedings of the county convention with
the printed reports of the county officers for the year in which the pro-
cecdings occurred.8 At the present time the commissioners follow the
provisions of this acte?

The records of the Grafton County Convention indicate that the first
meeting each biennium is concerned principally with the election of a

1. New Hempshire Laws of 1919, che 125

2, Public Laws of liew Hampshire, che 35, seose 7y 9 (1926),

3. Lews of New Hampshire, 7323=24 (1801)as

L. New Hampshire Laws of 1877, che XI.

5. Publioc Lews of New Hampshire, che 35, secs, 12=1l, 17 (1926).
6y, New Hampshire Laws of 1863, che 2735, sec. 2.

7. Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 35, sece 15 (1926).

8+ New Hempshire Laws of 1885, che 21,

9« Public Lews of New Hampshire, che 41, secs 4 (1926).
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chairmen and a clerk.l At subsequent meetings appropriations are voted;2
committees are appointed;3 reports of committees are reoeived;4 repeirs
on county property are discussed;5 dates are set for visits to the county
ferm;® the county budget is considered;’ discussions are held about
legislation pertaining to the oounty;8 members of the board of county
commlissioners are heard;9 and all county matters over which the convention
has jurisdiction receive proper attention,

The earliest extant record of a meeting of the Grafton County Convention
followss

The State of New Hampshire
At a convention of the Representatives from the
County of Grafton, holden at Concord in the County of
Rockingham on Tuesday the thirteenth day of December
AeD. 1796 _
The Honorable Jeremiah Eames is appointed chairmermse
George W Livermore Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas
for the County of Grafton, attended and being sworn
according to Law laid before the Convention a statement
of the hearing in the County of Grafton together with
an estimate made by the Justices of the Court of Common
Pleas afores® of what sum in their opinion it would be
necessary to raise the ensuing yecr, for the purposes
mentioned in said statement
Voted to adjourn to meet tomorrow six o'Clock Ps U»

Records pertaining to the Grafton County Convention arée found in room
345, county farm, Haverhill, and thec eclerk of court's vault, Woodsville,
and at Concord in the basement vault of the Secrctary of State and the
State Library.

l. GRAFTON COUNTY [Convention Records]y 1796--. 4 Volsaey

approx. 50 papers in 1 fi4 be (undatedy 1 voli, 1 fo bs,

1796-1867; dated, 3 volse, 1873--)s Missing, prior

records and 1868-72, Title varies slightly.
Minutes of meotings of county convention (delegation), showing date, time,
and placé of meeting, list of members and guests present, election of
officors, appointments and reports of special committees, roll call, county
commissioners' estimates and recommendations for appropriations, authorize=-
tions for commissioners to borrow money ond issuc notes, county budget,
resolutions adopted, discussions, votes taken, and time of adjournments

l. PFor example, sce Grofton County [Convention Records], January 7, 1913.
See entry 1l. :

2« For cxample, scc ibid., February 28, 1917.

3+ For cxamplc, sce ibide, Foebruary 19, 1919,

be For example, sce ibi February 13, 1923.

5« For cxamplo, sce ibi February 13, 1925.

6s For oxamplc, sec February 8, 1927

Te For example, sce ibids, March 1, 19294

8¢ For cxample, sce ibid., March 27, 1929,

9+ For example, secec ibid., March 12, 1951.
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Arr, chron, by date of meeting. No index. Hdw. and typeds 1 vol,, '
1796=1867, 600 ppe 9% x 7 x 2¥s 1 £y beg 380017, 10% x 4 3/4h x 16; 1 vola,
300 ppe 13% x 8% x 1; 2 vols., 1911=«y 150 pps 104 x 8 x 1; 1 Volgs 1 3 big
1796=-1867, clerk of court's v,; 1 vole, 1873-1925, rm, 345, county farm
building; 2 volspy 191le=, bsmt, v,., Secretary of State,

2o REPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE ELECTED BY THE COUNTY

CONVENT ION OF 1889 TO BUILD COURT HOUSES AT PLYMOUTH AND

WOODSVILLE« ALSO COPY OF BONDS, AND REPORT OF SPECIAL

COMMITTEE APPOINTED AT JANUARY SESSION OF GENERAL COURT

1893,1893. 1 pamphlet.
Report of building committee of 1889 to county convention, showing nemes of
members, asotion taken in regard to courthouses at Plymouth and Woodsville,
description of buildings, and name of clerk of committee; transcript of bonds,
showing names of principal and bondsmen, emount, date, condition, and names
of signers--bondsmen and witnesses; report of special committee to county
convention 1893, showing examination of account of Ira Whitcher in connece
tion with the building of the Woodsville courthouse, recommendation to
eccept account, and names of committeemenj minutes of convention in 1893
relative to building of ‘Woodsville courthouse with attest of clerk; and
appendix, showing expenses and services of building committee. No obvious
arre No index. Ptde 16 ppe 8 7/8 x 5 5/8 x 1/16, State Library.

3¢ CIRCULAR TO THE LEGAL VOTERS OF THE SEVERAL TO:NS IN THE

COUKTY OF GRAFTON AND PARTICULARLY THE SELECTMELT THEREOF,

1860. 1 pamphl ete
Resolution by county convention to inquire into purchasing county farm;
table of costs of paupers, 1841~59; table of costs peid for support of
paupers in each town, 1850-59; weekly costs of support of paupers; compara-
tive costs of above at Hillsborough and Belknap county farms; notice to
selectmen to insert article in warrants for next town meeting: "Is it
expedient to purchase a Farm to support our County Paupers"; date, and
names of oounty commissioners. No obvious arr. No index. Ptde 8 ppa
7 5/8 x 4t. State Library,

Il COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

The county commissioners, consisting of three residents of the county
chosen at the November biennial elections, have control of the general
administrative affairs of the county and the promotion of public welfare,

In New Hampshire county éommissioners were preceded by road commism
sioners. An act of January 3, 1829 established a board of five road
commissioners in each county for laying out and improving highweays. This
board was to be appointed by the Governor and Councily The road commise=
Sioners were authorized, on petition, to lay out and repair highways
crossing one or more town lines and to assess the damages which land owners
were to receive from the towns through which the highway passedsd By an
additional act of 1830, petitions for laying out new or repairing old
highways and for damages due land owners werc to be tried by the court of

1. Laws of Now Hampshire; 9:915-923 (1829).
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common pleas and all records, files and proceedings of the road commissioners
were to be deposited with the elerk of that court, By that same act, any fine
assessed for defects in making and repairing eny highway or bridge was to be
used to finance the repairing of the same.

An act of 1840 made the office of road commissioners elective, and the
number of commissioners was reduced to three in each countye In case no
candidate received a majority, the clerk of the court of common pleas was to
eppoint & commissioner from the two candidates having the highest number
of votes, and the court was likewise empowered to fill all interim vacaencies
by eppointment, The commissioners were to report to the court of common
pleas upon all petitions referred to them by that courts They were to act
with similar boards from other counties on petitions relating to roads
touching more than one county, thus forming ohe board which would submit
similar reports to the court in each county. If any commissioner was interw
ested in the road petitioned for, he conld not take in the proceedings.? In
the same year an act stipulated that the road commissioners were to déposit
with the clerk of each town, through vhich a new highway was laid out, a
oertificate of the damages awarded to the affected land ovmers in the town,
fifteen days prior to the session of the gourt to which the report of the
laying out of the highway was returnable,-’

With the coming of railroads, it was deemed advisable to establish a
board of railroad commissioners in each county to assess damoges for lands or
materials token by railroad corporations.u This board was abolished in
1840,5 and four years later a State Board of Reilroand Commissioners was
established to work jointly with the road commissioners of each county in
assessing proper recompensc to land owners for rights of way.é In 1848 this
aot was amended so that Railroad Commissioners, in assessing damagcs, would
work with the seleotmen of the towns in whioh the right of way was laid out
as well as with the road commissioners.’/ The road commissioners were required
to investigate the nced of bars or bridges at railroad crossings upon ine
struction of the court;8 and they were empowered to erect and maintain such
other bars and gates across rights of way as they thought necessary.,?

An aot of 1855 replaced the road commissioners with three county come
missioners, Provisions for their election were as followss the voters of
eaoh oounty were to choose, on the second Tuesday in March of the year
following, threé¢ residents to be comnissioners--one to hold office for one,
another for two, and the third for three years, Thereafter, membership of
the board was to be filled by election as the terms of the incumbents expiredd®
In 1877 the term of office was_cha.ged to two years, with the commissioners
chosen at biennial elections,+t At the present time, in half of the countiesy

le Laws_of New Hampshire, 10:137-138 (1830).

2, DNew Hampshire Laws of 1840, che DVI.

v Ibidey -ohe DXLIIT:

4o New Hampshire Laws of 1836, che CCXXXVII.

5« New Hempshire Laws of 1840, ch. CCCCXCVIII.

6, New Hampshire Laws of 18Lk, che 128.

7s New Hempshire Laws of 1848, oh. 621,

8+ New Hampshire Lews of 1846, che 335.

9s New Hampshire Laws of 1848, ch, 742 (Approved Jan. 1, 1849).
10, New Hempshire Laws of 1855, che 1659, sec. 37.
11. New Hampshire Laws of 1877, chs LXXIV.




-34— 4
County Commissioners (Next entry I, pe 40)

commissioners are elected by districts, but in the other five eounties
(including Grafton) they ere elected at large,l

The aot of 1855 provided that the commissioners should receive three
dollars per day for their services, including eéxpenses, when necessarily
employed on business of the county, to be paid from the county treasury upon
certificate from the clerk of the court of common pleas, who was to audit
the commissioners! accounts,2 By an act of 1868, each commissioner was to
receive "three dollars a day, and a reasonable sum for all necessary
expenses".3 The salary of the commissioners of Grafton County was set at
five hundred dollars in 191 and was increased to seven hundred and fift
dollars: in 1931, Four years later it was reised to one thousand dollars.g

The act instituting the county commissioners provided that before enter-
ing office the commissioners were to be sworn to discharge their duties
faithfully, Any commissioner could be removed from office for official mis=
conduct, by the supreme judicial courty, and the office declared vacant, If,
for this or any other reason, a vacancy occurred, the supreme judicial court
was to appoint a commissioner who would perform all the duties, be subject
to all the requirements end liabilities, and be entitled to sll the privileges
and emoluments of the vacant offices If a commissioner was intercsted in any
petition relating to roads referred to the boardy, he was to be barred from
serving in connection with tha¥ petition, and the temporary vacancy was to
be filled by an% Justice of the court of common pleas or of the supreme
judioial court, The marner of removal remains the samec today, cxcept that
the superior court is now the removing &gcncy;a but if any commissioner is
temporarily unable to perform his duties by reason of illness or other oause,
the superior court, upon application of the solicitor or a majority of the
oomnissioners, may appoint a commissioner for a limited period, and may extend
or shorten the time to meet the situation,? No person may hold this and the
office of sheriff, solieitor, treasurer, register of deeds or register of
probate at the same time,10

When the road commissioners were replaced by the county commissioners
all the Yowcr and authority vested in the former was transferred to the
latter,1l Another aot of the seme date provided that no hi§hway was to be
laid out without the unanimous report of the commissioners,l2 but this was
repealed three years latersl3 1In 1858 the commissioners were empowered to
admit or reject any evidence presented at o hearing on a petition to lay out
or repair any highway or to discontinue any existing highway.l4 In 1859 the

le New Hompshire Lows of 1929, chs 142; New Hampshire Laws of 1931, ch. 13k;
New Hompshire Laws of 1937, chse 43, 83; New Hampshire Laws of 1939,che 754

2+ New Hompshire Laws of 1855, che 1659, seCa. 37

3« DNew Hampshire Laws of 1868, che, XVIe

b4 New Fompshire Laws of 1917, che 201,

5« New Hompshire Lows of 193k; che 153,

6. New Hampshire Lows of 1935, che 154.

Ts New Hampshire Laws of 1855, ch. 1659, sec. 38.

8. Public Laws of New Hompshire, ch. 36, sec. 8 (1926),

J¢ New Hompshire Laws of 1937, ohs 38s

10s Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch, 36, sec. 2 (1926).

11, New Hompshire Laws of 1855, che 1659, sec. 37.

12, Tbid., oh. 1670.

13« New Hampshire Lows of 1858, ch. 2102

e Ibids, oh, 2110.
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authority to lay out and repair highways was vested in the selectmen of the
towns s Such authority is still vested in the selectmen.2 In the case,
however, of ncglect or refusel of the selectmen to lay out or alter a certain
highway, the passing of a highway over land not in any town, the passing of
a highway over land in two or more towns, the discontinuance by the town of
o highwey within two years after its laying out by the selectmen, or in the
case of dissatisfaction of an individual with the selectmen's decision in
laying out or altering a highway or in assessing highway damages, petition
may be had to the superior court. "If no sufficient objection is madet,
such petition is referred to the ocounty commissioners., VWhen the highway
crosses land in more than one county, the commissioners of all counties
concerned act as a joint boarde When the commissioners meke their report to
the oourt, any interested party has the right to be heard, The report
"may be recommitted or accepted and judgment rendered thercon, establishing
the highway, alterations, contributions, apportionment or other matter
reported upon.," In any oast where a person has appealed a decision of the
selecctmen, the commissioners' report serves as a guide for the court in
affirming, modifying, or reversing the decision,3

County commissioners arc empowcred to set aside a certain sum for the
improvement of highways in unorgonized places.t When petitioned by citizens
or taxpayers, county comnissioners must exomine all defective highways and
bridges ond determine what construction and repnirs are neccssary. They are
empowered to cnforce their decisions.) Any oity, town or unorgonized place
moy make application through the commnissioners for state eid for certain
highways.® The commissioners may frec any toll bridge in their county upon
petition of twenty taxpayers, if they decide such action is for the best
interests of the travelling public.? If the place next to any town is
unorgenized ond ison the boundary line of an adjacent county, the commis-
sioners must act in the perambulation of the county line.8 They must appoint
police officcrs for unorganized places upon petition of five or more resi-
dents of such placcs,9

The act of 1855 establishing the county commissioners required the
members to attend as long as necessary the sessions of the court of common
pleas.lo The following year this was amended to limit their attendance as
long as necessary during the first week of the court term,ll The require-
ment was removed altogether in 1921,

At various times, the commissioners have been authorized to remit fines
and discharge prisoners held for inability to pay fines or costs;l3 to

ls New Hampshire Laws of 1859, ch. 2219.

2. Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 7h, sec. 2 (1926).

3¢ Ibidey ohe 75 (1926).

L. Ibids, ch, 84, sec. 18 (1926).

5s Ibid., ch. 82, seos. 10-15 (1926).

6. New Hempshire Laws of 1935, chs L7

T« Public Lews of New Heampshire, che 94 (1926).

8. Ibids, ohs %, secs 7 (1926).

9+ New Hampshire Laws of 1881, che. 68; Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 58,
secy 2 (1926).

10. New Hampshire Laws of 1855, che 1659, sec. 57

1l. New Hampshire Laws of 1856, ch. 1830.

12, New Hempshire Laws of 1921, ch. 13.

13. New Hampshire Lews of 1857, che 1959.
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divide the proceeds of the sale of town meeting houses among the proprietors,
owners and pewholderS;l to determine jailors' extra allowance for keeping
prisoners at oourt;2 to cause bonds to be prepared in the name of the county
for the funding of floating debts, upon recommendation of the county convene
tion;3 to appoint, in conjunction with the aldermen of a city or the selects
men of a town, a master for the house of correotion in the city or town, and
to supervise his activities and audit his accounts;4 to petition the courts
for the removal of foreign paupers;5 to permit the use of the bodies of
paupers for the advancement of anatomical science; to determine upon
petition, the location of schools in case of dispute;7 to bind out vagrants§
to assess upon petition of the owner, the demage to land:uscd for encampment
by the New Hampshire National Guard; to appoint fire wardens in unorganized
plaoes;lo to place in orphanages the children of paupers or neglectful
parcnts;ll and to find permanent homes for orphaned children,+¢

The commissioners choose from their members a chairman and a clerk.’
"The clerk [shall] keep a record of the proceedings of the commissioners,
the claims allowed by themy thc annual rcport of the county trcasurer and the
proceedings of the county convention, and shall kcep on file, in a county
safe, all original papers, claims and accounts ancted upon by the board." The
clerk must also forward to the State Tax Commission a report concerning the
financial condition of the county, on or beforc March first of each year,
for neglect of which he is liable to a fine of fifty dollars,l13

Since the board was established in 1855, the commissioners have had the
custody of all county property,lh Since 1863 they have had the power to
enlarge or repair existing buildin{s and to erect new buildings at expense
not exceeding one thousand dollars.l5 They mey purchase personal property
for the county and can sell any such property that is not neededs Upon the
authorization of the convention they may purchase any real estate thot is
required for the use of the county and may erect, repair and enlarge county
buildings at a cost exceedin% one thousand dollars, and with such authority
may sell county real estates 6

ls New Hempshire Laws of 1853, ch., 2107.

2. Ibidey ch. 2089; New Hampshire Laws of 1862, ch. 2591,

3¢ New Hampshire Laws of 1860, ch. 2368.

4. New Hampshire Laws of 1862, ch. 2590.

5 TIbid., oh. 2592,

6s New Hampshire Laws of 1869, ch. XL.

7+ New Hampshire lLaws of 1870; ch. IX; New Hompshire Laws of 1871, ch. IV;
New Hampshire Laws of 1921, ch. 88.

8. New Hampshire Laws of 1875, che VIIe

9« New Hampshirc Laws of 1878, oh. 117, part 6, sec. 6.

104 New Hempshire Laws of 1893, ohe L4k, sec. 3.

114 Tbide, oh. 41,

12. New Hompshire Laws of 1895, ch. 116, sec. 3.

13, Public Laws of New Hempshire, cha 38, secs. 1=3 (1926).

1y New Hampshire Laws of 1855, ch. 1659, sece. 37; Public Laws of New Hamp-
shire, ch. 38, sec. 4 (1926). :

15« New Hampshire Laws of 1863, oh. 2735; Public Laws of New Hampshire, och.
38, sec. 5 (1926),

16, Public Laws of New Hampshire, ohe 38, secs. 6, 7 (1926).
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They shall provide for the support of all county paupersl either at the
county farm or elsewhere,? and when expedient may appoint agents in the
various towns to investigate relief applications and take care of the county
poor in such townse.3 They are authorized to appoint a superintendent of the
county farm and house of correction; end they may make rules and regulations
for those institutions provided no punishment is inflicted other than hard
labor or solitary confinement exceeding forty-eight hours, "or the reasonable
correction which a parent may inflict upon & child",5 No county commissioner
shall act as superintendent of the county farm,® The commissioners have
charge of the employment of prisioners in the county jail or house of correc-
tion.! They are to reimburse towns for all money expended on county charges,8
provide for the support of dependent children,? and decide upon the sexual
sterilization of inmates of county institutions.l0 They are authorized to
commit fecble-minded persons to the Laconia State School,ll and may attend
all hearings on juvenile delinguency.

By enactments of 1931 and 1935 the county commissioners were authorized
to administer assistance to aged and dependent people and to the needy blind
within their eounty;13 but in 1937 a lew was passed, effective July 1, 1938,
essigning to the State Depertment of Public Welfare the care of the needy
blind, dependent children and the aged.ld

The commissioners are to examine and allow all claims against or in favor
of the county, exo%pt those which the superior court is authorized by law to
adjust and allow.l They must not allow any pauper cleim unless it is
accompanied by proper vouchers, and the county treasurer shall not pay any
such claim until it has been allowed by the commissioners.lé Disagreements
arising between claimants and the commissioners are submitted to the superior
court for decision. Commissioners are authorized to direct proceedings for
the recovery of fines, penalties, forfeitures, costs, and other claims due
the county; and no claims for services in any action brought for or against
the county are allowable without writien authorizetion by the commissioners.:i

l. New Hampshire Laws of 1855, ch. 1659, sec, 37; Public Laws of New Hampshire,
ch, 38, sec. 8 (1926).

2. New Hampshire Laws of 1860, che 2349; Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 38
seo. 8 (1926).

3s New Hempshire Laws of 1901, che 39; Public Lews of New Hampshire, ch. 38,
sec., 8 (1926).

L. Publi¢ Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 38, sec. 9 (1926).

5« 1bide, ch. 38, sec. 10 (1926).

6. lNew Hempshire Laws of 1889, ch. 52; Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 38,
sec., 11 (1926).

Te New Hempshire Laws of 1927, che 112.

8. New Hampshire Laws of 1933, ch. 137,

9+ Public Laews of New Hempshire, che. 109 (1926).

10, New Hempshire Laws of 1929, ch. 138.

11, Public Lews of New Hampshire, och. 112 (192().

12. New Hampshire Lews of 1937, ch. 152, secs 17

13« New Hempshire Lews of 1931, ch. 165; New Hampshire Laws of 1935, chs. 127,
137.

1. New Hampshire Lews of 1937, che 202,

15. New Hempshire Laws of 1865, che 4077, sec. 1; Public Lews of New Hampshire,
che 38, sec, 12 (1926).

6. New Hempshire Laws of 186l4, ch. 2880; Public Laws of New Hampshire,
che 38, sec. 13 (1926). '

17« New Hempshire Laws of 1865, che 4077; Public Laws_ of New Hampshire, ch, 38,
secss 15=-16 (1926).
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A record of all receipts and payments of county funds must be made by
the treasurer in the county receipts and payments book, and all vouchers are
to be filed in the office of the commissioners according to the numbers
appearing in the books In the case of court orders issued directly on the
treasurer, the clerk of court must furnish the commissioners with a duplicate
order.® The commissioners are empowered, upon authorization of the county
convention, to cause bonds to be issued to fund the floating debts These
bonds must be signed by at least two of the commissioners and countersigned
by the county treasurer, and must be registered by the clerk of court. The
comnissioners are to advertise in one or more newspapers in the county that
they will receive bids for the sale of the bonds.?

The clerks of courts, registers of deeds and registers of probzte in the
different counties may be authorized to work under the dircction of the
comnissioners to copy any public records that have become so faded and defaced
that the copying is nccessary for their prescervations The officcr making
the copy attaches a certificate of its corrcetness; and this copy is to be
accoptod as cvidoncc in court the same as the original.3

Every four years the commissioners are required to visit each town in
their county in order to determine if the real and personal estate is ap=
preised properlys For this purpose, they may inspect as much of the real
and personal estate as they deem necessary.t

The commissioners' accounts must be kept in the form prescribed by the
State Tax Commission,5 and be audited by the county auditors once An every
three months.® The commissioners must furnish the auditors with all the
information required7 and must file with them a sworn statement of'.all bills
outstanding at the time of the audite8 The commissioners and other oqunty
officers are required to make up their annual reports to the thirty-first. of
December to be printed together in pemphlet form before the end of the follow=
ing February.9 These reports arc to contain a summorized account of all
transactions concerning the county, togethor with statistics pertaining to
Jail, county farm and all pauper aids The commissioners are to return these
statistics to the State Depertment of Public Welfare (formerly the State
Board of Charitics) on or before July first of each year.lO

Attested copies of the procecedings of the county convention are to be

l. New Hampshire Laws of 1921, ch. 53 Public Laws of New Haompshire, ch. 38,
secs., 18-20 (1926).

e New Hompshire Laws of 1860, ch. 2368; Public Laws of New Hempshire, ch. 38,
secse 21-22 (1926).

3+ New Hampshire Laws of 1881, ch. 19; Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 38,
secse 23-25 (1926).

be New Hampshire Lews of 1878, che 73, sec. l; Public Laws of New Heampshire,
che 38, secs 26 (1926).

5 New Hampshire Laws of 1933, ch. 165,

6y New Hompshire Laws of 1897, ch. 87; Public Laws of New Hompshire, chs 35,
sec, 19 (1926).

7o XNew Hampshire Laws of 1872, che XLIII, sec, 2; Public Laws of New Hamp=-
shire, ch. 35, sec. 22 (1926).

8¢ New Hompshire Laws of 1897, ch. 87; Public Laws of New Hompshire, ch. 35,
seo, 23 (1926)0

9« New Hampshire Laws of 1931, ohy UTs

10. Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 41 (1926).
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Published with the county officers' reports by the commissioners.l One copy
of these reports is to be sent to the clerk of each town in the county, twenty
copies to the Secretary of State, and two copies to the State Library.3
County commissioners may call special meetings of the county convention,l

Prior to the fourth Wednesday of each biennial session of the Legislature,
comnissioners must sent to the Secretary of State a statement of the condition
of the county treasury at the end of the preceding year, accompanied by a
detailed estimate of the sums required for the two ensuing years.

When a town or city, desiring to erect an airport, needs land outside
its boundaries and ocannot accuirec such lend by purchase or lease, it may
petition the commissioners to take the land by eminent domain.b If any person,
having charge of a cemetery, fails to comply with the regulations concerning
its oare, the commissioners upon complaint, must act to enforce the regula-
tions.! The commissioners are empowered to offer a reward, not exceeding
thres hundred dollars, for the agprehension of any criminal charged with
ng capital or other high crime'. They may borrow money in the name of the
county with the approval of the superior court and the county convention,?
In the event of a strike or lockout, actual or threatened, within the county,
the county commissioners mey notify the State Commissioner of Labor whose
duty it is to ect as arbitrator in an attempt to settle the disagreement,lO

From time to time the commissioners of Grafton County have received by
Legislative énactment certain specific duties outside of their routine work,
For instance, in 1879 it was ecnacted that in the casc of disputes betwecen
lond owvners and the Apthorp Reservoir Company (a corporation formed to bring
water into Littleton) over water damages or rights of way, and the appliecation
by either party to the supreme court for the dectermination of damages, the
court should refer thc application to the county commissioners who were to
report their findings to thc courtell A totally dissimilar instancec of a
speeific duty assigncd to commissioners of Grafton County is furnished by a
law of 1919 which directed them to issue forty thousond dollars of coupon
bonds to refund a like amount of the county!'s debtl.12

The commissioners of Grafton County, os do the commissioners of other
counties, publish ennual reports of the various county officers. 1In the
earlier year:s these reports were very meagre, but they graduelly increased
their scope and at the present time are quite detaileds They contain the
reports of the county commissioners, county delegation (convention), treasurer,

ls New Hampshire Laws of 1885, ch. 21; Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. U1,
secs 4 (1926). '

¢ Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 41, seces 2 (192€).

3+ New Hampshire Laws of 1917, che. 59, sec. 244; Public Laws of New Hampshire,
cho 10, SECe 21.!. (1926).

Ls Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 35, secs 15 (1926).

5« New Hampshire Laws of 1831, ch. 18,

6. New Hampshire Lews of 1929, ¢hs 90.

g- Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 55, sec. 6 (1926).

9

1

« Ibid., ch. 375 (1926).

« New Hempshire Laws of 1953, ch. 185.

0. New Hampshire Laws of 1911, che 198, sec. 7; Public Laws of New Hempshire,
che 174, secs 26 (1920).

1l. New Hampshire Laws of 1879, ch. 105.

12, Yew Hampshire Laws of 1919, ch. 156
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Helfare
auditors, superintendent of the county farm, oclerk of the superior court,
county solicitor, and sheriff, Other than the county reports, the most
important records kept by the county commissioners are those pertaining to
welfare. These include relierf affidavits, applications for aid, records of
active and inactive cases, commissioners'! orders and paid bills, pauper claims,
and lists of persons receiving county aid. /

The commissioners also keep a few general county finaneial records, some
blue prints, bids, contracts, and bonds regarding county buildings, and an
abstract of a deecd of county property., (For the latter, see appendix entry 3).

The Woodsville courthouse is the principal depository for the records
of the county commissioners. ILocations within the courthouse consist of the
commissioners! inner and outer offices, the register of deeds! vault, the
clerk of court's vault, and the basement. Locations outside of the courthouse
consist of room 346, county farm, the relief office, Sargent Block, Woodsville,
and the State Library at Concord.

Reports

Le GRAFTON COUNTY REPORTS, 1869~-. 69 vols. Missing, prior

records and 1917, Title varies slightly. 1876-- also in

County Reports [of all counties in New Hempshire], éntry 5
Annual reports of county officers: commissioners, treasurér, auditors, clerk
of court, sheriff, superintendent of county farm, hospital, house of correc-
tion and jail, and county solicitor, showing date and names ond addresses of
county officers; names of Grafton County Delegation and copy of minutes of
delegation meetings; itemized county reccipts and expenditurcs; county budget
sheet; and list of inmates and prisoners at county farm and house of corrco-
tion. Information meagrc for earlior yearse Arr. departmentally. No index.
Ptde 50 ppe 9 x 6 x 1/8, State Library.

5+ COUNTY REPORTS [of all counties in New Hompshire], 1876--.
63 vols, and L duplicate vols. Prior records not kept.
Reports of county officers of each county in New Hompshire, bound together
yearly, including Grafton County Reports, entry L. Arr. alphs by counties
and departmentally thereunder within each countye No index. Ptd. 750 pp.
G2 b x 2, 63 volss, 1876--, State Library; 4 duplicate vols., 1934-37,
inner off,

Welfare

6o AFFIDAVITS, scattered dates 1861-87. Approx. 3500 papers
in 5 f4 ds Prior records, missing
Depositions by relief applicants as to need: age, name, marital status,
reasons for relief, nnd when and where taxes paid with supporting papers.
Also contains: '
Ge Abatement of taxes, showing name of person, class of rote (minister,
poll or other), and year of levy.

b. Highway surveyor's sccount books for towns of Haverhill and
Monroe, showing surveyor's warrants to collect highway taxess:
datey number of district, nomes of taxpgyers and highway sur-
veyor, cmount of tax, and limits of highway district.
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0. Indentures with bonds, showing name of child bound out as an
apprentice in learning a trade: date, names and addresses
of parents, name of employer, and terms; bonds, showing date,
emount, and signatures of parties concerned.
No obvious arr, No index. Hdw., and hdw. on ptd. forms. 16 x 8 x L}. Bsmt,
For subsequent related records, 1931--, see entry 7.

7. [APPLICATIONS FOR RELIEF]e 193l-~. Approx. 3000 papers in
3 f. dsy 1000 folders in storage cebinet, System began
1931, ;
Neme, address, age, and birth place of applicant; date of application,
residence during last ten years, record of poll taxes paid, amount of real
estate owned if any, deate of marriage, nomes ond birth places of children,
nunber of persons working in family, financial status of family, nomes and
addresses of relatives; requirements of family; food, clothing and fuel;
military or naval record, reasons for relief, signature of applicant, and
jurate Disposal of application: date county 21id approved, kind and amount
of aid given, date claim dissallowed with reason, and signaturcs of county
commissioners. Investigator's reports neme and address of recipient, name
of investigator, recommendations, and remarks,
Also contains:
o, Correspondence: incoming ond carbon copies of outgoing corres-
pondence relating to the above applications,
be Child placements, 1932-35, showing date, name and birthplace of
child, nemes and addresses of parents andperson with whom
placed, date removed, from where removed, cost, name of town
or county responsible, and signature of authorizing officer.,
Arr, alph. by name of applicents No index. Typed, and hdws and typed 6n
ptde formss Fe de, 14 x 11 x 30; folders, 9% x 1l 3/4; storage cabinet,
7' x 4t x 11v, 2 fo dsy 1931=33, outer off.; folders, 1932=55, bsmt; 1 f« ds,
193L=w, relief off.
For prior related records, 1861-87, see entry 6.

8. [ACTIVE RELIEF CASES], 1935--. Approx. 2100 cards in 1l
visible control trays in cabinet, System began 1935:

Neme 'end address of recipient, reimbursed by, case number; kind of aid;
date, order number, cash, food and household necessities, rent or shelter,
clothing, fuel, gaS=lightewater, medical, seedy féed, board and care, and
total; work reliefy budget, and numbers in family, single, employable, and
receiving work relief. Arr. alph. by name of town and alphe thereunder by
name of recipient. No index. Hdw. and typed on ptds. formse Trays, 14 x
9% x 23; cabinet, 17 x 103 x 24. Outer off.

For prior related records, 1931-1935, see entry 10. For inactive relief
casesy 1935--, sec entry 9.

9« [INACTIVE RELIEF CASES]s 1935-=. Approx. 3000 cards in
2 fo de System began in 1935

Inactive rclief oases, showing information as in entry 8. Vhen a case
is closed the oard is withdrawn from the visiile control tray and placed
in the inactive filee Arr. olph. by nome of town ond alphe thersunder by
name of recipiente No index. Hdw. and typed on ptd. forms. 7 5/8 x 9% x 16}.
Outer off,

For prior related records, 1931-35, sce entry 10.
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10e GRAFTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS [Relief Record}y 1931-35,
5 volss (dated, 2 volse, 1931-32; undated, 3 Vols.,
1933«35)e Prior records not kept, Title varies:
Grafton Countye~Pauper Record,
Date, name and address.of pauper, case number, names of wife and children
with eges, employment status; articles provided: provisions, board and
care, fuel, rent, footwear, clothing, medical, miscellaneocus, and total;and
name and address of vendor. Separate sheet shows yearly amount spent for
peupers in all towns: date, names of pauper and town, total for each pauper,
end grand total for each year., Arr., alph. by name of town and thereunder
by name of paupers No index. Hdw, on ptd. forms. 1000 pp. 13 3/4 x 9 3/4 x 3
Outer off,
For subsequent records, seec entries 8, 9.

11, PAUPER RECORDS [Claims], 1858-98. 13 volse. {(dated, 8 volsae,
1858-66; undated, 5 vols., 1879-98)s Missing, prior records
and 1867-78. Title varies: County Commissioner's Reports.
1891-1900 in Journal [Record of Qrders], entry 17.
County commissioners' pauper claims: datey claim number, names of recipient
and town, amount, and dates examined and alloweds Arr. chron. and numers.
thereunder by claim no. No indexe Hdw, and hdwe on ptde. forms. 8 vols.,
1858-664 125 ppe 7 x 5 x %; 5 vols., 1879-98, 500 pp. 15 3/4 x 11} x 2. Bsmt.

12, POOR OFF FARM=-~BOARDING CHILDREN, 1931=~32. Approx. 2780
cards in 1 f, ds Isolated record.
Record of persons receiving aid, showing name and address of recipient,
marital status, names and number of children in femily, and date of birth
of each childs Reocord of boarded children, showing name of childy residence,
and ages Arr. alph, by names of reocipient and boarded childe No index.
Typeds, Fo das 11 x 14 x 30; cards, 4 x 2%4. Outer off.

13+« RELIEF GIVEN BY GRAFTON COUXTY, 1935--. Approx. 1200
reports in'l f, de System began 1935.

Semi-annual (June 30, December 31) summary of relief expenditures: date,
names of town and relief recipients, number in family, total amount received
by each recipient for each month and for six-month period; total amount
paid for each town per month anc for six-month period, and grand totale Arre
ochron. by date of report and alph. thercunder by name of towne No index.’
Typed on ptde headings. Fe. dey 11 x 14 x 30; reports, 11 x 9« OQuter offs

14« [RECORD OF RELIEF GRANTED BY THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE FCR

GRAFTON COUNTY]e 1933=34. U4 vols. (labeled by inclusive

letters of the alphabet)s Isolated record. Relief handled

by state for the above period. '
Record shows name of recipient, date, order number, kind of reliefy and
amount, Reverse side of card, shows name and address of recipient, case
number, date of application, and history of case: names of persons in
houschold, dates of birthsy and proof of residence prior to application;
¢stimated weckly needs: rent, fuel, and household necessities; estimated
weekly incomé¢, showing source of income and work relief; certification by
invastigator. approval by supervisor, and date of certifications Arre alph.
by name of town and alphe thercunder by neme of rcecipiente No index. Hdw.
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and typed on ptd. forms. 200 pp. 16 x 12 3/L x 2{. Quter off,
For record of relief orders handled by state, 1933-3L4, see entry 15,

15 FILED GRAFTON COUNTY ORDERS [N.H.E.R.A.], 1933-34. Approxe.
9000 documents in 9 f. d. (dated)s Isolated record.
Relief handled by state in 1933-34,
Order number, date issued, case number, names and addrésses of vendor &nd
relief recipient, kind of aid; groceries or provisions, clothing, fuel, rent,
medical and other; names of state diredtor end county supervisor, and Sige
nature of issuing officer. Arr. alph. by name of town and numer. thereunder
by order nos No index. Hdw, on ptds forms. 6% x 10 x 25%. Bsmt,
For record of relief granted by state, 1933-34,5¢c entry 1l.

16s PAID BILLS [and Orders], scattered dates 177h-=. Approx,
600,000 documents in 81 f. bey 46 fs d., and 14 bundles in
1 cardboard box (dated)s Prior records missing. Title
varies: Commissioners Orders; Commissioners Vouchers.
Ordersy showing number, kind of case (regular relief, soldiers' aid, old age
assistance ), town, date issued, names and addresses of vendor and reliéf
reoipicnt, case number; food and household nccessities, rent, clothing, fuel,
medical, and other; and signaturcs of oversecr of poor or sclectmen, :
authorized agent, and relief recipient. Vendor's statement (bills): date,
names of town and county, name and addross of vendor; date, number, and
amount of order; and signatures of county commissioners.
Also contnins:
8. Correspondence, 1935=37, showing information as in entry 25-d.
be Cancelled Checks, 1933-=-, entry 21.
6e [Insurance Policies], 1833=38, entry 27.
de Jury payrolls, 1787-1817, showing date and term of court, name of
Jjuror, purpose, and amount,
e. Surety bonds, 1774-1810, showing date, names and signatures of
: persons bonded and sureties, and amount of bond,
1774=1917, no obvious arr.; 1918--, arr. chron. and alph. theréunder by name
of vendor, No index. Hdw. and typed on ptde forms. 81 f. be, 1774=1917,
Tx4 x 165 21 f. dey 1918=38, 11 x 13 x 27; 14 bundles, 1927«32, 8 x 3 x 14
in' cardboard box, 28 x 1 x 12; 25 Ps dey 1933==y 27 x 12 x 11, 76 £s buy
1774-1917, bsmts; 5 f4 bey 1902-1906, deeds ve; 35 fo de, 1918-38, clerk!'s
Ve; 14 bundles in cardboard box, 1927=32, rme. 346 county farm; 11 f. da,
1937=~y outer off.

Financial

17, JOURNAL [Record of Orders], 1858=1918. 13 volsa (dated).

Missing, prior records and 1866«90, 1902-190/, 1907=1l.

Title varies: Commissioners Records; County Commissioners

Reports, '
Record of ordérs paid out by county commissioners:; date, order number,
neme of payee, purpose, amount, and names of commissioners; and certification
by auditors: date and signatures of auditors. Also contains: Pauper Records
(Claims], 1891-1900, entry 1ll. Arrs chron, by date of entry and numer, ’
thercunder by order noes No index. Hdw. and hdws on ptd. headings. 8 volss,
185865, 75 ppe 7 x 5 x 3/8; 1 vole, 1891-1900, 432 pp. 16 x 12 x 2; 4 vols.,
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1898-1901, 1905-1906, 1915-18, 300 pp. 8 x 10} x 1« 8 volse, 1858=65, bsmt.;
5 volsey 1891-1901, 1905=1906, 1915~18, deeds v.
For similar subsequent records, 1922-3l, see entry 19,

18, CASH LEDGER—~RECEIPTS, 1935--« Approxe. 300 documents in
1 f¢ de¢ System began in 1935, '

Report of receipts by county treasurer to county commissioners, showing date,
amount, source, and particulars; bank deposits: date and amount; and order
number and signeture of treasurers Arr. chron. and numer, thereunder by order
nos No indexs Hdwe, hdwe. on ptd. forms, and typed. F. dey 10 x 14 x 30;
reports, 10 x 8% Outer off,

For duplicate records, see entry 92. For related records, see entry 9l.

19« GRAFTON COUNTY PAYMENTS, 1922«3L4, 7 vols.
Record of all county expenditures, showing date, voucher number, to whom,
purpose, and amountes Arr, chron. by date of entry. No index. Edw. on ptde’
forms and headingse L volss, 1922-32, 150 ppe 12 x 10 X 23 3 volses 1927=34,
175 ppe 9 3/ x 12 3/4 x l%e L volse, 1922=32, outer off,; 3 Volses 1927=3l,s
clerkts v,

For similar prior records, 18581918, see entry 17. For similar prier
end related records, 1885--, see entry 9l.

20, [CHECK BOOX STUBS]s 1909=15s 6 volse (2=5, I volsey 1909-1912;
unlabeledy 2 volsey 1913-15)s Isolated records
Date issued, number, name of payee, purpose, and emounts Arre chron. and
numer. thereunder by check nos No index, Hdw., on ptde forms. 300 ppe
9% 6ix 1ks Deeds ¥,
For related subsequent records, 1923-31, see entry 107=b,

2le CANCELLED CHECKSy 1923-=¢ Approxe 9000 checks in 4 fs bey
5 bundles in 2 f. dsy 6 cardboard boxes (dated)s Missing,
prior records and 1927-29. 1933-- also in Pajd Bills
[and Orders], entry l6=be :
Datey cancellation and check numbers, amount, to whom, purpose, and signatures
of payee and county commissioners. Also contains: [ Insuresnce Policies],
1936=37, entry 27, Arr. chron. by date of checks No indexs Hdwe, and hdw,
end typed on ptd, formses 4 fa bey 1923-26, 1930-32, 103 x & 3/4 x 16; 5
bundles in 2 f. dsy 6 cardboard boxes, 1933--y 5% x 9} = 24. Clerk's V.
For related and prior records, sce entries 93=d, 1Q7=t.

224 RECORD OF BONDS AND COUPONS OUTSTANDIKG, 1868~1904, 2 volss

(dated 1869, 1 vol., 1868-70¢ undated, 1 vola.s 1881-1904).

Missing, prior records and 1871-80. Discontimueds Title

varies: Grafton County Bondse '
Date, number, and amount of bond, rate of interest, date due, neme of holder,
and to whom paid; coupon: number, amount, and notation if paide. 1868-70, no
obvious arr,; 1881-1904, arre chron. by date of bond and numer. thercunder by
bond nos No indexs Hdwe and hdws on ptds forms. 1 vol,., 1868+70, 500 ppe
17 x 14 x 2; 1 vola, 1881-1904, 275 ppe 10} x 8 x 3/4h. Bsmt.
- PFor related subsequent records, see entries 73=75...
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23+ COUNTY FARM VOUCHERS [Paid Bills], 1867=91. Approx. 2400
doeuments in 5 fo bs (dated)s Missing, 1886-88, Farm
purchased 1866,

Bills paid by county commissioners for labor and supplies: date, to whom,
purpose, and amount, Arr, chron. No index. Hdw. and hdw. on ptd. forms.
7 x4 x 16; Bsnt,

For subsequent related records, 1931-32, see entry 105.

2h. [DISBURSEMENT RECORD=--COUNTY FARM], 1840~80. 1 vol.
Prior records not kept. Discontinued.
County commissioners' disbursement record for county farm: date, to whom,
purpose, and amount; money due by farm; to whom, purpose, and amount., Arr,
chrons by date of disbursements No index. Hdw. 300 pp. 15% x 6} x 3/L. Bsmt.
For related records, see entry 103.

Miscellaneous

25« [MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS], scattered dates 1896-1928. Approx,.
1500 documents in 17 envelopes, 1 steel cabinet, 1 folder,
Contains : J

as Appraisal of Grafton County resl estate, 1917, showing name,
sizc, amount of repairs, and valuation of buildings.

b. Bids, contracts, bonds and correspondence for altering heating system
at Grafton County farm, 1925. For blue print of heating system,
see entry 29%.

¢e Bids and proposals for hot water heating apparatus for courthouse, 1916.

de Correspondence, miscellaneous, 1925-26. Dated incoming amd carbon
copies of outgoing correspondence of county commissioners rela-
tive to all county affairs., For subsequent records, 1935=37,
see cntry lé-a,

e+ County convention cstimates, payments, and appropriations with
recommendations, 1912-28.

fs County' reports to State Tax Commission, 1916, 1917, 192L-26,
showing balance sheet: assets and liabilities, receipts and
peyuents, totals, and balance; schedule of county property
with description and valuation; reimbursements for support
of poor; current maintenance and expenses for jeneral govern-
ment with totals; outlay for new construction; and indebtedness.

ge Financial statement as to condition of county with bills attached,
1915-1¢, showing date, name of county, and statement of financial
condition of county signed Uy the clerk of the commissioners.

h, Highway petitions, 1916, 1917, 1919, 1921, showing date, nature of
petition, and signatures of petitioners; return of heoring; and
correspondences

is [Insurance Policies], 1915-16, entry 27.

Je Lease of stone quarry at county farm to E. F. Moore, Burlington, Vt.,
July 1, 1907, showing names of leasee and county, description of
property, term of lease, and jurat.

ke Paid bills, 1896, 1915-16, showing date, to whom, and amount.

m. Statement of cost of boarding prisoners at jail and house of
correction, 1922-26.
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ne Werranty deed, abstract of, land sold to Grafton County March 3,
1903: name of conveyor--Sherburne L., Swasey, Newbury, Vt.,
names of state and county, location, consideration involved,
names of signers--contracting parties and witnesses, and jurat.

os Writs of attachment, 1927, showing information as in entry 5.

No obvious arre. No indexe. Hdwe., typed, and hdw. and typed on ptd. forms
and headingse 17 envelopes, 1896, 1907-28, 9% x 4% x %; 1 steel cabinet,
1903, 1915-16, 10 x 11 x 17; 1 folder, 191627, 12 x 9 x 1« Deeds v.

26. [INVENTORY OF PROPERTY IN GRAFTON COUNTY], 1878=«1905.
1l vol, Prior records missing. Discontinued.
Assessment of property in county:; datey, name of each towny amount of county
tax due from each, and signature of county treasurer. Arr. alph, by name of
tovn and chron. thereunder by date of entry. No index. Hdw. on ptd.
headings. 145 ppe 13 x 8 x 4, Bsmt.

27+ [INSURANCE POLICIES], 1833-38, 1915-16, 1936-37. 183338
in Paid Bills [and Orders], entry lé-c; 1915-16 in
[Miscellaneous Papers], entry 25-i; 1936-37 in Cancelled
Checks, entry 21,
Date, amount, rate, premium, kind of insurance, term, description of property,
name of insurance company, and signature of insurance agent,

28. [ INSURANCE RECORD], 1906-1909. 1 vol. Isolated record,
Record of insurance for county property: mneme of insurance company, policy
nunber, designation of property insured, amounts of policy and premium,
rate, date, period of time covered, and expiration dates Arre chron. by
date of poliecye No index. Hdw. on ptd. headings. 100 pps 8 x 7 x %.
Deeds v,

29. ALTERATION—HEATING SYSTEM GRAFTON COUNTY FARM, WOODSVILLE,
Ne. Hey May 8, 19254 1 blue print,. :

Blue print of heating system for Grafton County Farm. Draftsman, Ge S. M.,
Boston, Masse Consulting enginecrs, Hollis French and Allan Hubbard,
Boston; checked by Fe Ae M. Blueprint, Scale: boiler room, %": 1';
buildings, 1/8v: 1', 56 x 32, Deeds v.

For bids, contracts, bonds, and correspondencc relating to alteration
of heating system, see cntry 25e«b.

III. REGISTER OF DEEDS

In the earlicst period of New Hampshire history great confusion arose
in regard to land titless One difficulty in securing clear title arose from
the conflicting claims of John Mason, the Massachusetts Bay Colony, end
others holding grants from the Crown.l Another confusing element arose from
deeds purporting to be grants of territory from the Indians. Many of the
early lend holders felt morally obligeted to purchase their land from the
natives even though they held deeds or grants from the Crovn.? An act of

1s: We He Fry, New Hampshire as a Royal Province, (New York, 1908), 209.
2 Je Belknap, History of New Hampshire, (Farmer Edition, Dover, 1831), LO.
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1686 passing upon a petition of John Blackwell, and others, relating to
lands on the Merrimack River and Lake Winnipesaukee mentions the faot that
the deeds to the land are signed by the Sachem Wonolanset and by Robert
Mason,~ Wwho was the grandson of John Meson, the original owner of the
Masonian Grente

The validity of Indien deeds was still e controversial matter as late
as 1719 when an act declared null and void all titles or conveyances,
obtained f‘rom the Indians since 1700, without license or approval of the
Assembly.

Concurrent with the growth of the New Hampshire settlements there was
an increased interest in the matter of keeping permanent records of land
sales. In 1646 the Massachusetts General Court ordered "that Dover hath
the same power of recording sales of land as Ipswich hath, and that Wm.
Waldren [Waldron] be Recorder there till the Court take further order
herein."3 Later in the same year Richard Waldron petitioned " for a disposall
of all publicke & private writings that were in the hands of Wm. Walderne,
late rccorder of Dover, decceascd." The gourt ordered a committee of two
to survey the pepers and to reserve them in safety.l

During the reign of Charles II an attempt wes made to validate the
titlés held under the Masonian Grante Edward Cranfield's commission, May 9,
1682, as Lieutenant-Governor, included instructions designed to compensate
John Mason'!s heirs for their oclaims under the Masonian Grant, and at the
same time, clear the titles for the actual occupants of the land by collect-
ing a tax of sixpence on the pound to be paid to the Masonian claimants >
This met with much opposition from the New Hampshire settlers. The contro-
versy over the Masonian titles was long and bitter and was not entirely
settled until 1746.6

An example of the combination of the office of register of deeds with
other offices is furnished by an appointment made Qoctober 23, 1682, by
Edward Cranfield, and couched in the following terms: "Thet Richard Chamber-
lain Esqr have the registring or recording of all Bils & Deeds of sale,
mortgages (Wills All which are hereby to be so recorded) as Perquisits &
appertaining to his Office of Seor & Cl. of the Counsel: As also, That he
be Cl of all the Courts of Judicature held within this Province."”

On July 26 of the same year, Richard Waldron, upon payment of ten pounds
yearly to Richard Chamberlaine, was empowered to supply the place and office
of clerk of court and of the probate of wills, and to be deputy register

"with Liberty to act himselfe or Recom'end a fitt person to that Service."® «8
After the establishment of New Hampshire's permanent Provincial

government in 1692 therec were many acts concerning the register of deeds.
An act of 1701 defined the duties of the office.? The commission of Joseph
Dudley in 1702 contained instruetions in regard to registering deeds., 10

l. lLaws of New Hampshire, 1:120 (1686).

2, Ibide, 2:339 (1719).

3¢ New Hempshirc State Papers, 1:182.

I'I-O Mo' 1:186.

5¢ Laws of New Hampshire, 1:55 (1682).

6, Fry, Op. oite, 319-320; Laws of New Hampshire, 2:454 (1746).
Ts laws of New Hempshire, 1:57 (1682).

8, Ibids, 1:124-125 (1686).

9o Ibide, 1:680-683 (1701).

10, Tbids, 2:11 (1702).
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The term of office of the recorder was set at three years by an act of
1722.1 In 1743 the recorder was ordered to complete the imperfect and
unfinished entries left by his predecessors.? Several acts of this period
regulated the fees to be collected by the register of deeds.3

The act of county orgenization of 1769, ochanged the office of register
(recorder) of deeds from a Provincial to a county offic6e At that time,
however, Grafton County was not deemed sufficiently inhabited to Justify
a local ecounty organization, so it was placed under the Jurisdiction of
Rockingham County k4 Autonomy oame in 1773, A law of that year sct a time
and place for holding ocourts in Grafton County and a period of four months
during which time the proper officers for administering county affairs were
to be commissioned.,? The situation in regard to the recording of deeds was
clarified by a further act of 1773 whioh declared good and valid all ree
cordings made during the period when the limitations of the previous acts
were in forces This act also provided that purchasers of real estate could
record their deeds in other counties in addition to the one in which the
land lay,6 thus giving added protection in case the records of any one
county were destroyed.

The 1776 Constitution adopted January 5, 1776 in the Congress at Exeter
stipulated, "That a treasurer, and a recorder of deeds for each county be
annually chosen by the people of each county respectively; the votes for
such offices to be rcturned to the respective courts of General Sessions
of the Peace in the county; there to be ascertained as the Council and
Assembly shall hereafter direct."? The 1792 Constitution not only made
provisions for the election of a register of deeds in each county but
empowered the Legislature to divide counties into two distriets for register=-
ing deeds with a register to be elected in each district;8 but no county
has ever been divided in this manner,

The provision in the 1776 Constitution for the election of the register
(recorder) of deeds was s upplemented by an act specifging that the recorder
should be elected annually in the March town meeting.’/ In 1878 the term of
office was set at two years.lO The justices of the court of common pleas
were empowercd in 1802 to appoint e rcgister in case a vacanoy should oceur,ll
At present the register of deeds is clected biennially by voters of the
county, The superior court examines the votes, issucs the certificates of
clection to the successful candidates, and mokes appointments to fill
vacancies occurring by sickness, death, departure from the county or by
removal from office for misconductel?

The register of deeds, subject to the approval of his bondsmen and the
county commissioners, is authorized to eppoint for a period not excecding

le laws of Now Hampshire, 2:373 (1722).

2o Ibid., 2:740 (1743). e .

Je Ibidey 2:390-391 (1726); 3:162 (1757); 3:495 (1768).

by Ibids, 33524-530 (1769).

S Ibide, 3:587-588 (1773).

6. Ibide, 3:604=605 (1773).

7s Bs Ps Poore, Federal and State Constitutions, (Washington, 1877), 2:1280,
8, lNow Hempshire Constitution, arte 71 (72)s (1792).

e Laws of Now Hampshiro, L:63 (1776).

10, New Hampshire Lows of (18784 sohs 235 scoss 24 Us

l}'lﬁﬂs of New Hampshirc, T7:54 (1802). :

12, Public Laws of Nov Hompshire, ohe. 36, scos. 1, 4y 50 Ty 8 (1926).
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two years, deputies to perform his duties when he is ill or temporarily
absent-

Compensetion for the register of deeds has usually been on a fee basis,
but in some cases a salary has been paide A ochart of county officers for
the year 1773 shows that John Hurd was the recorder of deeds for Grafton
County at an annual stipend of thirty pounds.2 At the n-esent time all
registers of deeds are paid on a fee basis except in Strafford County.3 4an
gct of June 1L, 1701 stated the fees to be charged per page for entering
and recording deeds.t The rates were regulated and clarified by a Legisla-
tive vOtZ of 172@.5 Another vote, in 1757, inoreased the fees to be
charged. In 17¢8 an act amending previous acts was passed which again
revised the charges to be made and which remained in force until +the time of
the county organization.? 1In 1796 = penalty was prescr%bed for overcharge
ing.8 At the present time fees are established by law.

Qualifications for the register of deeds and the conditions under which
he might hold office have been presoribed from time to time. An act of 1701
required him to be sworn before entering upon his official duties and also
stated: "whereas the Records of this Provinceé arec of Great Moment and
concern to the Inhabitants thereof #* * % <they shall not be Committed
into the hands of any person whatsoever as Rocorder, Unless he be a person
of Known Integritie, alsoe that he be a ffreeholder within the same And if
a Valuable Estate to Respond any damage that may Acorew,i1

&s early as 1776 the register was required to give bond to the House of
Representatives in the sum of two thousand pounds.ll At present the law
states that bonds shall not be less than five thousand nor more than fifty
thousand dollars; they must be approved by the county commissioners and are
to be deposited with the clerk of the superior court.l2 These bonds are
given for the benefit of persons who may suffer loss by the neglect or mis=-
conduct of the register or his deputies.13 The olerk of the superior court
must furnish printed bond forms at the expense of the county.ll

The New Hampshire Constitution bars any person from holding the office
of register of deeds in conjunction with that of sheriff, and Jjudge of
probate, The register may not be elected Governor or Councillor, nor may
he hold a seat in the Lepislature.l

Beginning with 1792, various laws have exempted the register from

ls Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 36, scc. 10 (1926).

2. Belknap, ope. cite, 420.

Jo New Hampshire Manual for the General Court, 1939, 4l15.

by Lows of New Hampshirc, 1:682 (1701).

5¢ Ibide, 2:390-391 (1726).

6- MO, 3:162 (l?S?)u

Tv Ibidy, 3:493=495 (1768).

8. Ibid., 6:387 (1796).

9 Public Laws_of New Hampshirc, oh. 1,0, sec. 13; ch. 66, sec. 36; ch. 332,
seey & (1926); New Hampshirc Laws of 1929, ch., 524

10, Laws of New Hampshirc, 1:682-683 (1701).

ll' Mo' 42611 (1776)0

le. Public Laws of New Hampshire, ohs 37, scos. 2, 3 (1926).

13. Ibids, ohs 37, sec. 5 (1926).

L Ibids, ch. 37, sec. 9 (1926).

15 New Hampshire Constitution, art. 93 (94); art. 94 (95),(as amended 1793
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nilitary duty.l At one time, however, as evidenced by an act of 1833
(repealed 1842), he was required to pay two dollars for such exemp’cion.2
The register of deeds is not mentioned, et the present time, in the list of
those exempted from military service in the unorganized militiaed This
official has for a long time been exempt from jury duty.br

The act of 1701 regarding duties of the register of deeds stated that
he should enter and record at length all deeds, conveyances and mortgages of
lands, tenements, rents or other hereditaments which were brought to him for
recording; and to note the day, month and year when he received the same s
In 1766 provision was mede by which a copy of any deed, conveyance, testi=-
mony, or affidavit recorded in the registry of decds mighty if the original
were lost, be given in evidence in any court where the originel would be
admi%tcd.z’ This act was repealed in the general repealer sct of 17927 but
in 1881 another act authorized registers of deeds to copy all imperfect
records, the copies to have the same force as the originals,

By 1899 New Hempshire law mekers hed become cognizant of the value of
the early records of the states An act of that year ordered "all the origine-
al papers of the province of New Hampshire prior to the time the act for the
division of said province into counties took effect, shall be removed % %
to the state library # #® "9 :

The register is now required to receive, file and record all deeds
brought to him for that purpose and is empowered to charge the fees stated
by law; he must examine these records and give certificates of copies when
required.10

The ‘records are to be entered in a book which shows the time when
received, the names of the grantors and grantcesy the name of the town where
the real estate is located, and thc name of the person to whom the froperty
is delivercds This book shall be open to inspection when requiredeil The
register of deeds must "ocarefully keop in the office provided by the county,
at a1l times, cxcept whon he may be rcquired by a court to producec them as
cvidechce or when the same may be removed for the purposes of repair, all
books, records, files and papers belonging thereto, and when not in use shall
keep them in the safe; and he shall permit no paper there deposited for re-
cord to be taken from his office before it is recorded." When necessary he
may cause damaged volumes to be repeaired at the expense of the county, and he

ls Laws of New Hampshire, 6185 (1792); 7:758 (1808); 8:834 (1819); 8:957
(1820); 9:899 (1829); New Hampshire Laws of 1857, che 1992, sece 1}
New Hampshire Lews of 1861, che 2478, secs 1; New Hampshire Laws of 1862,
che 2579; New Hampshire Laws of 1878, che 117, sec. 4§ New Hampshire
Laws of 1895, ohe 59y ‘SeCs 3.

2y Laws of Néw Hempshire, 10:496=497 (1833); Revised Statutes of New
Hempshire, ch. 230 (1842)s

3¢ Public Laws of New Hempshife, che 124y sece 15 (1926),

Le New Hampshire Laws of 1887, che L4l; Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 321,
secs 3 (1926).

5« Laws o6f New Hempshire, 1:682 (1701)e

by Ibidey 3:393-39h (1766)s

To Ibide, 6:3h (1792). :

8¢ New Hempshire Laws of 1881, che 19

9« New Hempshire Laws of 1899, che 63.

104 Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 4O, sece 2 (1926).

11, Ibide, ch, 4Oy SG0. 3 (1926)a
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end to attach his certificate of correctness thereto, showing when, by whom,
end under what authority the copies were madee3 Such copies shall have the
same value as the originels, but the originals must be preserved.4

An act of 1785 permitted justices of the peace to extend excoutions
upon real estate in the recovery of small debts, These rocecdings were to
be recorded by the register of deeds, In June 1787 the asot was no longer
thought necessary and was repealed,

In order to prevent frauds in the transfer of real estato it was enacted
November 5, 1813, that all exeoutions satisfied by levy on real estate must
be recorded, with the return thercon, in the registry of deeds; and no
Judgment debtor could hold his rights in such estate for a term of more than
seven years unless the execution and return Were so recordeds It was further
provided that no title, or lease for more than seven years, could be ene
cunbered by any bond, other deedy or instrument of defeasance unless such
encumbrances were recorded with the deede® This provision was amplified by
an act of July 4, 1829.7 At present the law states,y "Real estate may be
attached on a writ of mesne process by the officer leaving an attested copy
thereofy and of his return of the attachment thereon, at the office or the
dwelling house of the register of deeds of the county in which the real
estate is situates"8 The offiocerts return noting the time is sufficient
evidence that the copy has been left, the register of deceds must certify on
the oopy the time when it was received, and must keep it on files 9 The
register keeps a general index, open to public inspecetion at all times, of
ell attachments so made and of the copies of all writs and processes filed
with himse He enters thercin, at the time of recelving a copy, a rccord of
the exact time whon it was rcoeived, of the court to which the writ is
returnable, and thc nemes of the plaintiff and defendant in the actions The
defendants ' names must be alphabctically arranged,10

Waen an attachment upon real estate is dissolved the discharge shall
be recorded with the re%istcr of deeds by tho owner or defendant within a
period of thirty dayS.l The recording in the registry of decds of a copy
of the petition and the procecdings in an nttachment casc, together with a
certificate issucd by the supcrior court that bond has beon given to the
plaintiff for the amount of the judgment rccoverd, dissolves the attachment,12
When a writ of posscssion is issucd against property the officer cxeccuting
1t must have it rcoorded, with his roturn thereon, by the register of decdsl3
Lo Public Lowsof New Hompshire, che 40, sec, 1 (1926).
2s Ibide, che 38, seo, 23 (1926).

3 _I_Iz_i_g.’ che 38. S€Ce 2[]. (1926).

4o Ibids, ch, 38, sec, 25 (1926).

5 Laws of New Ham shire, 5:101 (1785); 5:268 (1787).
% Ibids, 8:274-275 (1813).

70 _IJH.E., 10:9l;~97 (1829).

8¢ Public Laws of New Hampshire, coh, 332, sece 3 (1926).
9 Ibide, oh, 332, sec. 4 (1926).

38 Ibideq  ohe 392, ses, 5 (1926),

e IIdy, ohe 332, sec. 8 (1926).

% Didey ohy 332; sec. B2 (1926).

13 Ibid., ch, 33, sec. 19 (1926).
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When a levy is made on real estate owned and rented by a debtor, the sheriff,
if the tenant refuses to become a tenant of the creditor, must evict him from
the premises end take possession of the property for the oreditorel A full
return of these proceedings shall be made to the register of docds <@

A lion upon rcal estate previously unettached is not established until
the officer meking the levy files an attested copy of the cxecution with a
return showing that he has begun such levy and the steps already teken or a
record of the completed levy with the rcgister of docdse3 It is the duty of
the rogister to certify upon cach copy the time when it was rcceived and to
keep it on file. He also enters a record of it upon the index of attachments,
as in the case of attachments of real estatey, with the exception that the
record shall state that the writ is a writ of execution.l

An act of June 29, 1829 set forth in detail the mode of conveyance by
decd. Present dey laws on this subject contain the following provisions:
All deeds or other conveyances of real estate are velid if signed, sealed and
acknowledged by the lawful grantor, duly witnessed before a justice of the
peace, notary public, or commissioner, and recorded at length in the registry
of deeds. No deedy mortgage or other conveyance or lease for more than
seven years, shall be effectual in law unless acknowledgec and recorded as
aforesaid provided that if the grantor or lessor does not acknowledge the
deed or lease signed by him, the grantecc or lessee may put it on record and
it shall be valid for a period of sixty days.7 It is provided that in case
the grantor or lessor is prevented by deoth or any causc from acknowledging
o decd proof may be had by the subseribing witness beforc any court of record
in the state, or by oath of any two witnecsscs acquainted with the handwriting
of the grantor or lessor and of thc subscribing witness. No instrument can
bc so proved unless the notice and time of place of proving, signed by a
justice of the pcacc, is delivered to the grantor or lessor or left ot his
usual place of abode fourtecen days in advance.8 The use of a power of
attorney in conveying resl estatc is permitted if the power of attorney is
recorded with the register of deceds, and d copy of the recording may be
admitted as evidence in cases wherc a copy of the deed is admitted.? pur-
chascrs of real estate may record their deeds in any other county in addition
to the county in which the real estate is situated; and in the event of
destruction of the originals an attested copy from another county is considered
validel0

It was made the duty of the register of deeds to record proceedings of
the superior court of judicature in regard to partition of real estate by an
act of July 3, 1829, This is still required in the present day lawsell An
act of June 25, 1830 stipulated that conveyances or leases of any land

1. Fublio Laws of New Hempsnire, oh. 345, sec. 11 (1926).

2, Ibide, che 345, seos 12 (1926).

3+ Ibide, che 345, secs 29 (1926).

Le Ibide, che 345, scoe 30 (1926),

S5e laws of New Hampshire, 10:30-32 (1829).

6o Public Laws of New Hempshire, ch. 213, secs 3 (1926).

7« Ibide, che 213, seoss Ty 10 (1926).

8+ Ibide, oh. 213, secs. 11=13 (1926).

90 Ibldo’ Ch. 213, S€Ce 9 (1926).

10, Tbide, che 213, Ssc. 8 (1926)

11, Laws of New Hampshire, 10:58 (1829); Public Laews of New Hampshire, ch.
354, sec. 1h (1926).
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belonging to the state were not legal unlessthe original decds had been
recorded in the office of the Secretary of State.l This, however, was one of
the acts that the Revised Statutes repealed,?

Formerly it was the duty of the register of deeds to distribute to the
towvms in his county copies of laws, journals and blanks sent out by the
Secretary of State,3 but this was repealed by Legislative act on January 1,
184944 At present such matters are handled directly by the Secrectary of
State,

The register is required to keep an index in which he shall enter the
nemes of all parties concerned arranged alphabetically in two lists. The
first list shall be of %rantors To granteess The second list shall be of
grantces from grantors.® Within sixty days after a volume of rccords is
completed the index thereof is to be copicd into one or two volumes of indexes
to be furnished by the county, properly ruled and prepared according to some
system approved by the county commissioners or a committee chosen by the
county convention,

Tax collectars must file notices of the posting of tax sales with the
register of deeds within seven days.8 These shall be copied and indexed by
the register.? Tax collectors are also required to file with the register
attested information regarding details of sales for taxes.l0 A recent amend-
ment increased the time allowed for such notice from two to gix daysell then
taxes on property advertised to be sold for taxes are paid before the sale or
when property sold is redeemed, the collector must notify the register of
the fact and date of such payment or redemption, and of the name of the party
so paying or redeeming.12 This information is to be rccorded and indexed
by the registerel3 1In 1889 an sot required the register to keep a record
of the descriptions and pedigrees of stallions kept for breeding purposes;14
such rccords are now kept by the State Commissioncr of Agriculture.ld

Railroads desiring to have land along their rights of way cleared of
underbrush and trecs in the intercst of public safety may securc an order
from the Public Sorvieec Commission cnabling them to take over the land. These
orders must be rocorded with the register of decds.l® Public utility companies

le Laws of Now Hampshirc, 10:131-132 (1830)

2e RevVised Statutcs of New Hempshirc, che 230, p. 487 (1842).

3s New Hampshire Laws of 1840, che DXXXI

Le New Hampshire Laws of 1818, ¢ha 759

5e Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 5, sec. 10 (1926).

6. Public . Statutes of New Hampshire, che 29, secs L (1891); Public Laws of
New Hampshire, che. 40, sec. L (1926).

7e Public Statutes of New Hampshire, ch. 29, sec. 10 (1891); New Hampshire
Laws of 1921, oh, 6; Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 40, sec. 10 (1926).

8. Public Laws of New Hompshire, ohe 66, sec. 20 (1926).

9e Ibide, ohe 66, sec. 21 (1926).

104 Ibids., ch. 66, secs 24 (1926).

1l, New Hompshire Laws of 1939, ch. 13,

12, Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 66, sec. 28 (1926).

13 Ibids, ch. 66, sec. 29 (1926).

14s New Hampshire Laws of 1889, ch. 77.

15« Public Lows of New Hompshire, che 189, sec. 1 (1926).

164 New Hompshire Laws of 1913, che 125; Public Laws of New Hampshire,
che 249, sec. 36 (1926).




- ‘9* -
Register of Deeds= Deeds (30)

exercising rights on public lands must have their licenses recorded with the
register in the county where the Broperty is located.l Licenses to construct
pipe lines must be recorded also.® Land cannot be legally considered as
classified forest land until the owmer has filed for record a certificate
from the assessors of the town in which the land is situated, showing that

it is qualified as suche3

The State Tax Commission presoribes forms on which the register is
required to list all conveyances of real estate recorded at the registry
during the preceding year. The register must send these lists to selectmen
of towvms and assessors of cities where the real estate is located. These
lists must show names of grantors and grantees, date of conveyance and
recording, consideration involved, valuec of stamps on dooument, description
of transferred property ond such other information as the Tex Commission
may require,

Recordings of warranty and quitelaim deeds, and recordings of other
doouments dircetly affecting the transfer of recl estate and other property,
dating back to 1773, arec contained in 666 volumes kept by the registor of
decds in Grafton Countys. The register, since 1868, has kept a recceciving
record of all documents as they have comc in., He keeps o complctc double
index (grantor-grantec, grantce-grantor) to all deed papers exccpt the
receiving book and writs of attachment (which lotter has an index of its own).
From 1935 to date this index has been kept currently on cards and transferred
periodically to volumess The register keeps a detailed record of tax sales
end redemptions. He keeps writs of attachimments affecting real estate and
records pertaining to theme Since 1935 the records of the register have
included liens on real estate giwen to the county commissioners by recipients
of old age assistancé. Among the records of the deeds office are ten volumes
of blue prints, maps, plans, photostats, sketches and drawings of land in
Grafton County and their related indexes.

The discarded grantoregrantce index is kept on shelves in the basement
of the courthousec. All other records of the register are kept in the register
of deeds! vault, first floor.

Deeds

30. INDEX~GRAFTON RECORDS GRANTOR - GRANTEE,L1773-1934.
60 vols. (labcled by inclusive letters of the
alphabet under grantor and grantee).
Index to: Grafton County Records, entry 3l4; Grafton County Plans, entry 37;
Grafton County Records Tax Book, ecntry 38; showing date and kind of instru=
ment, names of grantor and grantee, and volume and page where rccorded.
Arr. alphe by namcs of grontor end grantcc. Hdw. and typed on ptd. hcadings.
600 pps 18 x 12 x 3.
For subscquent gard index, 1935--, sce entry 3l.

ls New Hempshire Laws of 1923, che 6; Public Laws of New Hempshirec, che
2hly, scos 1L (1926)e. :

2+ New Hampshire Laws of 1929, oche 113

3¢ Public Laws of Now Hampshire, che 60, sec. 29 (1928).

be Now Hempshire Laws of 1935, che 57
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3le GRANTEE « GRANTQR [Card Index], 1935=-s Approxs 63,000
cards in 42 f, da (labeled by inclusive letters of the
alphabet under grantee and grantor).
Index to: Grafton County Records, entry 34; Grafton County Plans, entry 37;
graftonh County Records Tax Book, entry 38; and [Original 0ld Age Aissistance
Liens], entry 41; showing daté and kind of instrument, names of grantee and
grantor, location of property, and volume end page reference, Arre alph.
by nemes of grantee and grantor (warranty deeds - yellow, mortgage deeds =
blue, all other instruments = salmon). Typed on ptd, forms. 4 x 11 x 24,
For prior volume index, 1773-193L, see entry 30,

32 [DISCARDED GRANTOR = GRANTEE INDEX]s 1773+1896. 204 volss
(191 vols., l=31y 190, 210, 215, 219, 223=224, 226, 229230,
232=235y 237-240, 2h2=248, 250-265, 2672273, 275#282, 285-287,
289=306, 308311, 313-31h4, 316, 319=340, 342=357, 359=36k,
367-368, 385, 393y 398=403, 405-428; unnumbered, 13 volss).
Discarded index to all deed records, showing nemes of grantee and grantor,
date and kind of instrument, and volume and page reference, Arre. &l ph. by
names of grantor and grantee. Hdwe 150 ppe 15 x 10 x 1o Bsmi. shelves,

33« GRAFTON COUNTY RECORDS [ Index to Discharged Mortgeges],
1896e-e 2 vols. (43h4y 58l)¢ System started 1896,
Index to discharged mortgages, entry 34; showing names of mortgagor and
mortgagee, dates of instrument and discharge, and volume and page reference,
Arr, alphe by name of mortgegor. Hdw, on ptds. headings, 600 pps 18 x 12 x 3.

34s GRAFTON COUNTY RECORDS, 1773=-a 666 volss (1=432, 435-

498y 500=517, 519=529, 531=580, 582«58L, 586-587, 589-

625, 628w639, 641646, 650=661, 664=669, 671=676, 678=683).
Contains trenscripts ofs deeds (warranty, mortgage, quiteclaim, tax collece
tors!', administrators', gonservators', guardians' and trustees'), agreements,
advertisements of tax sales, appointments of trustees, inventories, leases,
cancellation of leases, licenses for right of way, liens, mortgage fore=-
closureé sales, discharged mortgeges, partial releases, petitions for eminent
domain, powers of attorney, receipts from heirs and legatees, releases of
dowerw-curtesy and homesteadeintestate, resignations of trustees, resolutions
for voluntary liquidation, right of way, waivers of wills and release of
dower-curtesy and homestead-testate,warrants for dower and homestead, warrants
for partition of real estate, warrant§ to assign real estate, wills, writs
of execution, and writs of possessions Instruments in general show date,
kind of instrument, names of parties concerned, description of property
involved, consideration, nemes of signers - parties concerned and/or wite
nesses; jurat, date received, and attest and signature of register of deeds.
Also containsy Grafton County Plans, 1773«1895, entry 37 Arre chron. by
date of entry. For index, 1773=-1934, see entry 30; 1935--, see entry 31;
for index to discharged mortgages, 1896=-, see entry 33. Hdwe, typed, and
hdw, and typed on ptde formse 600 ppe 18 x 12 x 3

35. GRAFTON RECORDS RECEIVING BOOK, 1868<-. 12 volss (4=15)e
Prior records missings
Receiving record of documents filed with register, showing date end tine
received, names of grantee and grantor, location of property, volume and page
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reference where recorded, and to whom document delivereds Arr. alph. by
town and ohron., thereunder by date of entry, No index. Hdw. on ptde headings.
650 pp. 174 x 15 x 2%,

Maps and Plans

36e GRAFTON COUNTY TOWN MAPS, 185lLe=-s 2 vols.
(labeled by inclusive letters of the alphabet),’

ﬁbpies of maps of various towns comprising Grafton County, showing town
bounderies, streams, lakes, and ponds, and their locations, range lines,
end ranges; lots and holdings with nemes of owners, numbers of lots and
holdings written on each; name of surveyor or civil engineer who made COpPYy
date of copy, certification upon oath that copy is true and éxaot, and name
of town. Arre alph. by name of town. No index. Photostats, blue prints.
29 . Dps 49 X 21 % 1,

37. GRAFTON COUNTY PLANS, 1896--., 10 vols. (433, 530, 588,
626, 640, 647, 649, 662, 663, 670). Title varies:
Grafton County Records. 1773-1895 in Grafton County
Records, entry 34.
Blue prints, maps, plans, photostats, sketches, and drawings of land in
Grafton Countye. 1 vol., 1896~1913, no obvious arr.; 9 volse, 1914==,
arre chrons by date of entry. For index, 1896~1934, see entry 30; 1935==,
see entry 31, Blue prints, photostats, sketches. 200 pp. 184 x 121 x 3.

Sales of Real Estate for Toxes

38. GRAFTON COUNTY RECORDS TAX BOOKy 1909=-. 6 vols.

(499, 518, 585, 627, 648, 677), System started 1909,

Title varies slightly.
Tex sales record: mnames of owner and purchaser, desoription of property,
amount of taxes, interest, costs of sale, fee from tax collector, amount paid
register, postage, and total amount, Tax redemption notice:; date of notice,
name of owner, location of property, date of sale, statement that taxes had
been redeemed, name of signer - tax collector, date receivedy, and attest and
signature of register. Tax notice and affidavit: notice of sale of property
for non-payment of taxes, showing datec of commitment, nane of ovmer, descrip-
tion of property, amount of taxes, last date for discharge of taxes, date
and place of sale, date of notice, and name of signer = tax collector,
Affidavit of posting: mname of tax colleotor, certificatec of posting netioce
with date and ploce, name of signer - tax colleetor, and copy of jurst;
and datc received by register with his attest and signaturc, 4arr. chron,
by date of entrys For index, 1909-3L, see entry 30; 1935--, sce entry 3l.
1909-19, hdw, on ptd. headings; 1919-24, hdw.; 192L--, typcd. 600 ppe
kX 19 ¥ 9,

Attachments

39« WRITS OF ATTACHMENT, 19lle-. Approx. 8100 writs in
9 fo do (1-8100)s System began 1911.
Original order dircoting sheriff (deputy) to attach and hold goods or estate
of defendent in specificd amount pending court judgment and to serve summons
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on defendant to appear ahd enteér defensey county 6f origin, names of plain-
tiff end defendant, date, name, and place’ of court, amount of attachment,
plaintiff?s statement of cause for action, date of writ, signature of olerk
of court; return of attachment: date and place of return, location of
property, exact time attached, amount of fees, and signature of sheriff
(deputy); return of summons: date and place of return, name of defendant,
amount of feces, and signature of sheriff (deputy); docket number; and
summary of court action: oourt terms of entry and judgment, amount of damage,
cost, ond execution, and signature of endorser and/or his attorneye. Arr.
chron., by date of filing and numer, thereunder by attachment no, For index,
see entry 40. Hdw, and typed on ptde forms. 11 x 5 x 18.

For prior records, 17731910, see entry 5.

40, [Index to] GRAFTON COUNTY ATTACHMENTS, 191l--. 2 vols.
(doted)e Title varies slightlye :
Index to Writs of Attachment, entry 39, showing date, attachment number,
nomes of plaintiff and defendant, time received, court returnable, and date
releaseds Arre alph. by nome of defendent, Hdw. on ptde. headings.
1911-Octe 1925, 293 ppe 17 x 11} x 1}; Nove 1925e-, 600 ppe 18 x 13 x 2 3/ke

Miscellanecous

41, [ORIGINAL OLD AGE ASSISTANCE LIENS], 1935-=. 50 liens in
1 fo be First entry 1938« System began 1935

Nome of state, county, and county commissioncrs, namec and residence of person
receiving anid, écrtification that assistance has been furnished; amount, date
first aid given, duration of assistence furnishcd, date and place of certifi-
cation, signatures of county commissioners, oath of county commissioners as
to validity of stotements mede in certifictte, and signaturc of Jjustice of
peace; on reversc side: nemes of towm, recipicnt, and rceceiving office,
and date, time, and placc recciveds Arre alphe by name of town and by nome
of recipient thercunder. For index, scc entry 31 (recipient filed under
grantec, and state under grantor)e Hdw, ond typed on ptds formsa
Bexallh x 17,
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IV. COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS OF TEE FPEACE

The court of general sessions of the peace was active in the early days
of New Hempshire history. It functioned under such = variety of names as
general sessions of the peace,l quarter court,? sessions,3 quarterly
courts, general quarter sessions, sessions of the peace, quarter
sessions, ! quarter sessions of the peaoe,8 general quarter sessions of
the peaoe,9 and general sessions,.10 Among the laws relating to this court
prior to the final provineial period were ensctments empowering it to fine,
or administer corporal punishment to, persons evading nilitary duty against
pir&tes,ll administer oaths of office,ld receive from mershals returns
of wa{fants and excoutions,13 appoint gagers and packers whgrevar neces -
sary,~* raise money for the payment of bounties on wolves,l5 1license public
houses,1¢ swear in viewers and cullers of staves,17 and try itinerant
peddlors,.l

When New Hampshire became a royal province in 1692, the courts of
scssions were to be held quarterly for o two-day term at Portsmouth.i? In
the sixteen-nineties, the court of scssions was permittcd to establish the
recompense allowed servants for "Inhuman Scveritys® inflicted upon them
by employecrs,20 licensc houscs of entcrtainmcnt,‘l and appoint a committee
to lay out new highways.22 During the first two decades of the eighteonth
century, the session courts rcceived authority to license the sclling of
liquors,23 try cases of forgery or fraud upon the bills of credit of
neighboring provinces,24 ond order disposal of estates of insene persons to
to their adventage and support.25

1, For example, sce Laws of New Hampshire, 1:102 (1686), 662 (1699);
2:131 (1714), 567 (1738); 3:356 (1765).

e For example, sce Ibid., 1:23 (1679), 30, 36 (1680).

3« For cxample, sce Ibide., 1:30 (1680), 185, 203 (1687), 215 (1688).

4Le For example, sec Ibid., 1:247 (1687), 662 (1699).

5« For cxample, sce Ibid., 1:198 (1687); 2:345 (1719).

6a For cxample, sce Ibids, 1:197 (1687), 542 (1692).

7e For cxample, sce Ibid., 1:204 (1687), 570 (1694), 601 (1698); 2:523 @730M

8. For cxamplec, sec Ibide, 1:579 (1696).

9+ - For example, see Ibide, 2:74 (1706).

10, For oxample, scc Ibide, 2:123 (171L).

1l. Ibide, 1:196 (1687). Sec nlso ibides 1:656 (1699).

12, Ibid., 1:203 (1687).

13, Ibid., 1:30 (1680).

4. Ibide, 1:198 (1687).

16, Tbide, 1:251 (1687).

17, Tbide; 1:209 (1687).

180 _I:?_i_czla, 1:215 (1687).

19. Ibid., 1:542 (1692).

20. Ibid., 1:570 (1694).

2l. Ibids, 1:589 (1697).

224 Ibide, 1:601 (1698).

23, Ibid., 2:74 (1706).

2hs Ibide, 2:106 (1711).

25, Ibides; 24122 (171&).
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With the act of county organization, the court of general sessions of the
peace evolved from a provincial court into a county court, terms still to be
held quarterly.l This was adjudged to be too often, and in 1789 it was
enacted that terms of this court should be held but twice yearly.2 In 1794
these courts were discontinued, most of their duties being taken over by the
court of common pleas,3 but they were reinstituted in 1820. An act of
1823 stated that the courts of sessions should "ultimately" be composed of a
chief justice and two associate justices, any two of them to constitute a
quorum, but these courts were abolished the following year, end the court of
common pleas was re-established to take over their jurisdiction,®

The 1776 Constitution made the votes cast annually in the counties for
trcasurer and recorder of deeds returnable to the courts of general sessions
of the poaco.7 An act of that same yeor prescribed the method to be employcd
by the genoral sessions for handling those votess The court was to appoint
o committee to count the ballots and report their findings, and the court
would deelarc the names of the winning candidatecse. The sclection wos made
by o majority votec of the justiccs prescnt in casc of o tie. In the event
of the death or other incapacity of the county trcasurer or rccorder of deeds,
the court was to appoint a committece whose task it was to provide for the
safec kecping of all rcoords and papers of the vacant officce

The courts of gencral sessions of the peace received authority in 1777
to try persons charged with concealing deserters and those suspected of
receiving or purchasing from soldiers goods belonging to the United States.?
Also in the same year the general sessions were authorized to fine those who
should refuse to assist a sheriff enforeing an anect for restraining persons
dangerous to the state.l0 This court could settle disputes concerning mainten-
ance of the poor,11 and--in 1790--approve the accounts of selectmen for relief
given to non-residents of the states The court was to oertify what they con-
sidered a reasonable expenditure for such purpose, to the President (Governor)
who, with advice of the Council, was to draw an order on the public Treasurer
for the sum roquired.l2 In 1778 thc general sessions court was cmpowered to
gront to persons approved by the scleotmen of their town licenses to retail
liquor.13 Four years later it was nccessary te cnact that where it should
appear that the sclecotmen werc unreasonably refusing their approval to certain
tavern keepers or rctailers, or in the event that the tovn did not have
selectmen, the sessions court itsclf might issue licenses on its own responsi-
bility. 14

1. Lows of New Hompshirc, 3:526-527 (17€9); L:35 (1776).
2, Ibide, 5:416 (1789)s -

3 Ibide, 6:156 (1794)4

Le Ibide, 8:936 (1820).

5. Ibide, 9:246 (18623).

6. Ibide, 9:352 (182L).

7. Be Ps Poorc, Foderal and Statc Constitutioms, (Washington, 1877), 2:1280.
8, Laws of Now Hampshirc, 4:63=6L (1776).

9. Ibide, 4:92, 94 (1777).

104 Ibidey 4:97-98 (1777).

11, Ibidey 4:99 (1777)

120 Ibido, 5:502 (1789).

13« Ibid., 4:200 (1778).

1, Tbid., 4:448 (1782).
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The clerk of the court of general sessions was required to keep a list
of the rates of ferry service throughout the particular county, and ferry
keepers were liable to a fine if their boats were not kept in good repairel
Buildings encroaching upon highways were subject to a removal order from this
court and rights of way for new highways were controlled by the court.

To promote the busiress of nail making, the court of general sessions
was directed in 1787 to build nail houses within the limits of prison yards,
which were to be enlarged for that purpose when necessary. FEach nail house
was to contain at least two forges, with all proper facilities inecluding coal
and nail rods. In 1821 peddlers, hawkers, and show-men were required to
obtain licenses from this court,

As proviously mcentioned, the court of general sessions of the peace
existed only from the time of county organization (1769) to 1824, with a
lapse from 1794 to 1820, When the court was finally abolished in 182k, its
duties were taken up by the inferior court of common pleas.® The records of
the defunct court of general sessions of the peace, as well as those of the
defunct inferior court of common plecas, arc in the ocustody of the clerk of
the presont superior courte Scc entrics for superior court (supreme court)e.

V. INFERIOR COURT OF COLZION PLEAS

During the period of the Dominion of New England, it was cnacted that
within each county of the Dominion there should be held "an Inferior Court of
Com'on Pleas by a Judge assisted with two or more of the Justices of the
County * % #%," This court had jurisdietion over all matiers not concerned
with land titles, if the value involved was more then forty shillings and less
than ten pounds, including the costs of co&rtz In the first year of the
final provincial period, it was enacted that a judge and three justices should
oonstitute a quorum for the court of common pleas end that the term of court
was to be limited to three days, The value of cases subject to the court's
Jurisdiction was extended to twenty pounds.

The act of county organization (1709) made Grafton County temporarily a
part of Rockingham County, for governmental purposes; and established an
inferior court of common pleas for Rockingham County, to be held at Portsmouth
and Excters?

When courts were organized locally in Grafton County, provision was made
for an inferior court of common pleas to meet at Haverhill and Plymouth. 10

When the court system was reorgaenized at the beginning of the Revolution,
it was enacted thot the inferior court of common pleas within each county
should be held by four justices, three of whom were to constitute a quorum.

l. Laws of hcw Hampshire, 4:503 (1783).

2, Ibide, 5:121 (1786).
30 Ibida’ 5:120 (1786)0
Le Ibide, 5:276-277 (1787).

Se  Ibide, 9:40 (1821).
6. Ibid., 9:352 (1824).

9
9
Te Ibide, 1:191 (1687).
8s Ibide, 1:542 (1692).
9¢ Ibid.s 3:526-527 (1769).
10. Ibides 3:588 (1773).
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This court for Grafton County was to meet at Heverhill and Plymouth.l

In 1794 the court of common Bleas absorbed most of the duties of the
lapsed court of general sessions. In 1813 two circuit courts of common plecs
for the entire state recplaccd the ¢ ourts of that type held previously in each
oounty.3 Three years later (1816) another reorganization occurred. The
state was divided into two districts, with a chief justice of the court within
each district appointed by the Governor and Council. Two associate justices
for each of the counties within the districts were also appointed. Under this
arrangement the new courts were to have the same powers as the circuit courts
of common pleas which were thereby abolished,4 In 1820 the common pleas
courts went into abeyance, and the courts of sessions were reinstituted. In
1824 the courts of sessions were permanently abolished, and the court of
common pleas was accorded another span of life.6 In 1832 local courts of
common pleas were established within each county.7 and this arrangement
lasted until 1851 in which year a law dirceted the appointment of four circuit
Justices of the court of common pleas, with the limitation that only two
should be agpointed until a vacancy occurred in the supcrior court of
judicaturece

An cnactment of 1855 stipulated that the court of common pleas was to
consist of one chief justice and two associate justicess The supreme judicial
court justices were ex=officio justices of the common pleas, to hold terms in
the latter court only in the ovent of emcrgencios.?

But the inferior court of common pleas, like the court of general
sessions of the peacc which it had absorbed, was not destined to extend its
activity down to the present daye It was abolished in 1859 and its duties
transferred to tho supremc judieial court,lo knowvn also, nt times, as the
superior court of judicatures

The duties of the court of common pleas were many and veried. The
obligations assigned to it from time to time included trial of violations of
a special Revolutionary War act fixing the prices of certain commodities,
when forfeiture exceeded forty shillings;ll release of persons imprisoned
for debt;1¢ the hearing of appeals from sentences or fines imposed by
Justices of the peace on persons violating the Sabbath;13 receiving proofs
of deeds and granting writs of protection; issuance of orders on county
treasurers for money appropriated by ocounty conventions;l5 the filling of
vecancies in the offices of register of deeds and county treasurcr;1® the

l. Laws of New Hampshire, 4:34=35 (1776).
2. Ibid., 6:189 (1794).
30 _I_b_iEc. 8:255(1813)0

be Ibid., 8:501, 503 (1816).

50 Ibid.g 8:936 (1820)0

6o Ibide, 9:352-355 (1824).

'Te Ibide, 10:369-370 (1832).

8+ New Hampshire Laws of 1851, che 1092, scc. l.
9« New Hampshirc Laws of 1855, che 1659, secc. 1,
10 New Hampshire Laws of 1859, che 2211, sces. 1-3.
1l. Laws of How Hampshire, 4:81 (1777)

12, Ibide, 4o50% (1784)

13« Ibide, 6:594 (1799).

l4e Ibide, 63381 (1796).

150 Ibld” 7:23 (1802)0

164 Ibide, 7:54 (1802).
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determination of the sufficiency of sheriffs? bonds;l approval and keeping

of coroners' bonds to the county;2 receiving petitions for redress from
persons not satisfied with allowance for damages resulting from road construce
tion;- hearing and determination of petitions for widening and straightening
highWays;u establishment of the proportion to be paid by the county for
highway work;5 the decision as to whether the county should pay for highwey
repairs when towns found it burdensome to do s0;° receiving meturns of and
counting votes for road commissioners; the approval of road commissioners?
report on road petitions;7 passing upon all accounts in favor of any towm

for the support of stgte paupers and certification of those accounts to the
Governor and Councilj; receiving of appeals from justices of the peace in
cases between landlord and tenant;? receiving reports of railroad commise
sioners concerning damages to lmdeowners;l0 the indictment and conviction
for larceny of any persons illegally possessing logs found in the Androscoggin
River;ll duditing claims of jailors or deputies, after prisoners had been
discharged, and giving order to county treasurer for such sums as appeared
just and reasonable;l¢ and the trial of persons guilty of selling liquor
without a licensec,

It has already beon stated that when the court of common pleas was
abolished in 1859, its duties were taken over by the supreme judicial court.
The presenteday inhcritor of the records of the court of common pleas is the
superior court, See entries for Superior Court (Supreme Court)e

VI. SUPERIOR COURT (SUPREME COURT)

When the Plymouth Council was orgenized in England in 1620, it received
from the British Crown power to regulate the conduct of all British subjeots
who might go to New England.14 The Plymouth Council, in its 1629 grant to
Ceptain John Mason, obligated him to establish orderly government, in default
of which the people of New Hampshire possessed the right to appeal to the
"chief couft of justice"™ of the Council of Plymouth.lb

Later, under the jurisdiction of Massachusetts, the Massachusetts General
Court decreed that a court of justice should be kept in New Hempshire.l
During the period of 1641-79 the Massachusetts Bay Colony made all provisions

l. Laws of New Hampshire, 10:18 (1829).

2 Ibid., 10354 (1829).

30 Ibld.' 7:227 (1803)9

4o Tbid.; 10:137 (1830)s

€e New Hampshire Laws of 1840, ch. D.

e Ibides ohs DVT: :

8+ laws of New Hampshiré, 8:30 (1811).

9+ Ibide, 10:230 (1831).

10. New Hampshire Laws of 1836, ch. CCLXXX.

11- Ibido, ch, CCXCle

12, New Hompshire Laws of 1838, che CCCLXX.

13. New Hompshire Laws of 1848, ch. 620.

14s Abridged Charter of the Plymouth Council in New Hampshire State Papers,
1:7.

15+ New Hampshirc State Papors, 1:25-26.

16e Introduction to Laws of Now Hampshire, 1:xxxi.




Superior Court (Supreme Court) (Next entry 42, p.72)

for the edministration of New Hampshire justice.l

The royel commission which organized the Province of New Hampshire in
1679 made the President and Council a court of justice in all cases.? When,
by the orgenization of the Dominion of MNew Englend in 1686, New Hampshire lost
its provinecial status, and became an adjunct of = government centralized in
Boston, the commission of President Dudley conferred upon him and his Council
the right to exercise judicial powers in their own name, as well as the
authority to institute whatever courts they deemed necessary.3 Soon after
its orgemization, the new government issued an order by which the court for
New Hampshire was to mecet at Great Island (New Castle) and at Portsmouth,l4
A superior court of judicature was one of the courts authorized during this
periods

Courts set up during the first yecar of the restoration to New Hempshire
of a separatc provineial government included a "Suprcame Courte of Judica-
turcﬂ.6 In 1699, it was cnacted that "there be held and kept at Ports~
mouth * % * nnd not elsewherc within this Province a Superiour Court of
Judicaturc by one chief Justice, and three other Justices, to be appointed
and Commissionated thercto by the Governour, or in his abscnce the Commander
in Chief for the time being * # %" The superior court of judicature, as
well as the inferior court of common pleas and court of general sessions of
the peacc, was authorized in 1701 to makc rules for morc orderly proccdure
beforc ite Each of thesc courts was empowerod to appoint o clerk,.S

The act of county organization was an importont step forward in judieial
progrosse Thc inferior court of common plcas and the court of gencral sessias
of the pcace beecame county oourts. The superior court of judicature was
qecorded jurisdiction throughout the entirc province, but it was to hold terms
in each of the counties,?

In 17762 new superior court of judicature replaced the one that had
existed under the pre-revolutionary form of government, Four justices were
aypointed and commissioned by the Council and the House of Representatives,
Three of the justices were to constitute a quorum. A term of this court was
established for each of the counties.10 In the engrossed copy of the
Constitution as amended in 1793, the term supreme judicial court was
substituted for superior; but this was done apparently without authority;ll
and there is little doubt that this continucd to be the superior court of
Judicature until the 1813 rcorganization.

In 1813 an act was passed rcorganizing and changing thc neme of this
courty, which then became the supreme judicial court. It was to consist of a

l. Introduction to Laws of New Hampshire, l:xxxvii; New Hampshire State
Papers, 1:159., For further instences, seé New Hampshirc State Papers,
1:130-161, 167-169, 172, 184-185, 236, 2k, 318.

2. Laws of New Hampshire, 1:2-3 (1680).

3« Ibide, 1:96-97 (1686).

Le Ibidey 1:103 (1686).

S5¢ Ibide, 1:192 (1687).

6o Ibide, 1:543 (1692).

7o Ibide, 1:663 (1699)«

By Tbides 11702-703 (1701)q

9. Ibide, 3:526-530 (1769).

104 Ibide, 4:34 (1776).

1ll. New Hampshire ianual for the General Court, 1939, 107.
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ohief justice and two associate justicess It was to have the powers and
jurisdiotion of the superseded superior courtel But in 1816 the supreme
judicial court beceme known again as the superior court of judicature.2 In
1820 the court of common pleas was discontinued, and the duties of that court
were largely turned over to the superior court of judicaturce The remainder
were vested in the courts of sessions organized to take the place of the court
of common pleas.3

The entire judiciary system received a thorough overhauling in 1855 when
the superior court of judicature was egain supplantcd by the supreme judicial
court, and was made to consist of one chief justicc and four associate jus-
ticcse Two trial terms of this court were to be held annually in each county,
with a single justicc presiding for all but capital casos, at which at lcast
two justices werc rcquircd to attend, For supremec court business other than
trial torms, the state was divided into five judiciary districts (Grafton
County was combined with Coos County in the fifth district), and law terms
held onnually within cach district. By this act the supreme court was to
hove exclusive jurisdiction of all criminal oases not within the province of
justices of the pence or police courts.

Another judicial shake-up occurred in 1874e The name supreme judicial
court was changed again to that of superior court of judicature, The re-
orgonized court consisted of one chief justice and two associate Jjusticess
At the same time a circuit court with proctically the same personnel was
organized. The circuit court was to have jurisdiction over all matters
0ivil and eriminal which had previously been cognizable at the trial terms of
the supreme judicinl courte The law terms of the supreme judicial court
were to become known as the terms of the superior court of judicatures
Questions of law arising at any term of the circuit court might be transferreq

by the presiding justice, to the superior courte? This judicial arrangement
was of short durstion, for in 1876 another reorgonization took plnce.6 ‘The
circuit court was abolished along with the superior court of judicature, and
a supreme court of one chief justice and five associate Justices was esta-
blished, In this court, the individual judges were to hold trial terms and,
collectively, determine issues of law. 7

In 1901 the interchange of titles for this court came to an end when
another reorganization abolished the supreme court as then existing and
replaced it with two courts. Onec of these-ethe supreme court--was purely a
state court, and, as such, has continued to the present daye

The other court organized in 1901 was the superior courts It consisted
of one chief justice and four associate justices who were to hold terms at
certain times and places within each county.8 This superior court was to
have original jurisdiction over all matters cognizable at the trial terms of

le Laws of New Hampshire, 8:251 (1813).

2 Ibide, B:501 (1616).

3¢ Ibid., 8:934=936 (1820).

ho TNow Hampshire Laws of 1855, ohs 1659, secs 9.

5¢ New Hampshire Laws of 1874, che XCVII; Ae S. Batchellor, "Tho Development
of the Courts of New Hampshirc" in We Te Davis, ed., The New England
States, (Boston, 1897), 4:2312.

6s Now Hompshirc Laws of 1876, che XXV.

7e Id.; Batchellor, Op. oltes Y2313

8, New Hampshire Laws of 1901, ch. 78.
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the former supreme court, and the Justices of the superior court were to have
all the powers in vacation possessed by the justices of that former court in
vacations All precepts, recognizances, or proceedings of any kind then
returnable at the trial terms of the supreme court were to become returnable
at the first corresponding term of the superior court to be held after the new
act went into effcets All causes and procecdings then pending on the trial
term dockets of the supreme court were to be transferred to the superior
courts for the respective counticsel

Today the membership of the superior ocourt consists of a chief justice
and five associate justices<® It detormines the regulations of its procedure.3
The superior court appoints a clerk of court for cach county, who must be a
resident of the county for which he is appointcds The clork is removablc by
the ocourt at any time.4 The olerk is required to give bond in favor of the
county to be kept by the Seerctary of State; the premium on this bond, however,
is to be paid by the county.5 In the cvent of sickness or temporary abscnce,
the clerk is empowercd to appoint a deputy to act for him.6 The 1784 Constitu-
tion states that "Permanont and honorable salarics shall be established by
law for the justices of the superior courte"? Their present salary is scven
thousand dollars per annume

Some of the earlier dutics of the superior court are quite different from
its prosent obligations. An emergeney duty of the supcrior court in 1776 was
conncoted with the recovery of fincs for violation of the act to prevent the
sprcad of small pox.9 Two years latcr the court could try unliccnscd persons
who inooculated themselves or others with the small poxel® The court was given
the authority in 1799 to punish any person melesting the health officers of any
town in the performance of their duty,1l During the Revolutionary War, this
court had jurisdiction over the trial of persons indicted for harboring
desertersy those indicted for treason or suspicion of treason,12 transported
loyalists returning without leave, and the masters of ships aiding in the
return of loyalistsei3 Together with the court of general sessions, the
superior court in 1782 was burdened with duties involving the confiscation of
estates of loyalistsel4 The superior court was given power to order the
construction of the first iron mill in the state to be erected subseguent to
an act to encourage the manufacture of nails in 1787;15 and two years later
two justices of the court were to certify the erection of the first building
in thiéstate which would house the business of manufacturing sail cloth and
duck,

le New Hempshire Laws of 1901, che 78s

2¢ New Hampshire Laws of 1927, che 5l

3¢ Public Iaws of iuw iampshire, chae 316, sece 7 (1926),
4o Ibide, oh, 320, Seo, L (1936

5e Ibideech.320,5ec, 2 (1926); New Hampshire Lews of 1931, chas 120.
6. Public Laws of Now Hampshire, ohe 320, 560 13 (1926).
Ts Poore, Ope citsy 2:1289,

8« New Hempshire Manual for the General Court 1939, 403,
9v Laws of New Hampshire, 458 (1776)%

104 Ibidey, 5:931 (1788)s

11. Ibide; 6:579-580 (1799).

124 Ibidey 4172y 92 (1777).

13¢ Ibide, 4:178-179 (1778).

e Ibide, 4sh57 (1782).

154 Ibidey 5:276 (1787).

16s Ibid., 5:377-378 (1789).
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To pass to duties more ¢ommonly associated with the superior court the
Constitution stated, in 1792, that this court should try cases of divorce
end alimony.l At present the superior court takes cognizance of petitions
for divorce, nullity of marriage, alimony, custody of children, and allowance
for support of wife and children.?

The superior court, itself, originally audited accounts of county
officers,3 but it was later permitted to appoint county auditors to do that
workeH Today the court annually appoints two county auditors, determines
their compensation, decides upon the frequency of regular audits of county
accounts, and orders special audits when it deems advisable,b Orders of the
county commissioners authorizing the county treasurer to borrow money on the
note of the county must be approved by the superior court or one of its
Justices in vacation.® The clerk of court delivers to the sheriff processes
for the collection of fines, costs, or other money which accrues to the county
during the term of court, and he must also furnish the county ocommissioners
with a list thereofs /!

In 1812 the superior court and the Govornor and Council werc cons tituted
visitors to the State Prison to see that all laws and rcgulations for its
government were observed.8 At present, however, the law names only the
Governor and Council es visitors to the State Prison,?

The superior court ocommits to prison or to the State Hospital any person
acquitted of crime on grounds of insanity,l0 Any justice of the court may
order prisoners removed to some other jail in the event of a Jail being
closed for any purgose, and the court settles any disputes that might arise
from such actionet

In 1812 the superior court was authorized, on application, to cause
inter-county highways to be surveyed and built, the owners of land taken for
that purpose to be compensated.l? An act of 1893 stipulated that reports
made by county commissioners concerning highway repairs were to be filed in
the office of the ®county clerk,"13 undoubtedly the olerk of thc supreme
Judicial court. At present the superior court takes cognizance of petitions
and appeals relating to highways and property taken therefor amd for other public
use.lﬁ Poersons taking exeeption to the decision of the seleoctmen in the
laying out or altering of a highway or asscssment of domages have the right
to carry their grievance to the superior courte A4lso, petition may be
brought to the court when the selectmen "have neglected or refused to lay
out or alter the highway", when a highway traverses lands not in any town

le New Hempshire Constitution, art 75 (76) (1792).

2, Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 316, sec. 6 (1926).
3 lawsof New Hampshire, 63221 (1795).

l!-o Ibid-' 9:201 (1823).

5+ Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 35, secs. 18-20 (1926).
6e New Hempshire Laws of 1 » cha 185,

7o Public Laws of New Hempshires che 320, secs 9 (1926).
8s Laws of New Hempshire, 8:117 (1812),

Je Publi¢ Laws of New Hempshire, che. 400, sece 7 (1926).
104 Ibid., che 369, secs. 1, 3 (1926).

11, Ibide, ch, 397, secse L4=-6, 30 (1926).

12, Laws of New Hempshire, 8:147 (1812).

13s New Hempshire Lews of 1893, ch. 59, sece L.

1L, Public Lews of New Hampshire, che 316, sec. 6 (1926).
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or in two or more towns, and when a town has discontinued e highway within
two years after the seleotmen have laid it out. When "no sufficient objection
is made® the petitions thus presented are referred to the county commissioners.
If the proposed highway crosses county boundaries, the commissioners for all
of the counties concerned act as a joint board; and upon the return to the
superior court of the commissioners' report any interested party may appear
and speek in conncction therewith. The court mey recommit the report or
accept it and give judgment thereon. Any person believing that he has been
awarded insufficicnt damages by the commissioners in a highwoy cese may
object in writing when the commissioners' report is returncd, in which case
the court shall cause the damages to be assosscd by jurysl The court may
order to be paid by the county a portion ¢f the expense of making and repair-
ing highways "not in any town or placc liable for the repair of highways",
the balance of the cxpense to be borne by the landowners.? Any person claime
ing damages from a town for injuriecs sustained upon o public highway must file
within ten days from the time of the accident a statement with the town olerk
and onc of the selcetmen; the superior court possessecs the power to extend the
time limit for the filing of such statement, if it believes that the injured
person was "unavoidably prevented® from filing the statement within the time
alloweds3 :

In connection with the act of 1837 to establish Bank Commissioners,
certain duties devolved upon the superior court. If any bank should refuse
to afford the necessary facilities for its examination by the Bank Commis=
siloners, or if the Commissioners should deem it against the public interest °
for the bank in question to issue or circulate its bills or promissory notes,
they were to present the facts to one of the superior court justices who was
to issue an order or injunction prohibiting the issuance of additional bills
by the said bank until the order or injunction should be rescindeds The
superior court might under certain circumstances declare a bank charter for-
feiteds, When it should be unsafe for the directors of a bank to continue
its operation or when the charter should be forfeited, the Commissioners were
then to apply to the superior court for an order transferring all property
of the bank to a committee or assignees appointed and bonded by the court;
end the court was to infliet penalty for refusal to obey the committec or
assignces, On application of the Commissioners, the court might restrain all
actions at law by any creditor against the bank and might order publication
of noticc to creditors to exhibit claims, at any stage of the procecdings.
At the present time the Bank Commissioner presents the facts to a justice of
the superior court, in the form of a petition, when a bank refuses to
cooperate for its examination, or when the Commissioner believes it contrary
to public good for the bank to continue transacting businesse The court in
its discretion may direct the Commissioner to take charge of the institution.>
The bond furnished by a bank to the county to secure county funds deposited
thercin, when the amount deposited ecxceeds 20% of the bank's capital and
surplus, is subject to approval by the court.

ls Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 75 (1926).

2+ Ibide, che 81, secs. 1=3 (1926)4

3¢ Ibide, che 89, secos. 9=11 (1926).

be MNow Hoampchiro Laws of 1837, che CCCXXIe

5« Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 268, secs. 1=3 (1926).
6. New Hampshire Laws of 1929, che. 92
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Petitions for partition of real estate may be filed in the superior
courty, or--if there is no question about the title--in the probate court.?t
The Insurance Commissioner may petition the court for the forfeiture of the
charter of an insurance oompany.2 Any party dissatisfied with damages
awarded by the Public Service Commission in the joint use of facilities by
railroad corporations may also petition the court,3 Naturalization actions
and proceedings come undor the jurisdiction of the superior courted This
court is cmpowered to meke final decrees to terminate the affairs of a
library district;5 appoint the third selectman if the other two cannot agree
upon & suitable appointece for a va.oancy;6 and to render decision in cases
of disputed clections of county officers,

The supcrior court has agpollatc Jurisdiction in cascs that involve the
violation of c¢ity ordinences; decisions of the Public Serviee Commission
in the matter of gradec crossings;9 tax abatcmcnts;IO decisions of the
Commissioner of Labor;ll zoning regulations;12 the decisions of buildin
inspectors;13 and the county's exercise of the right of eminent domain.l
Appeals for adjustment may be made to the superior court by dissatisfied
parties in cases concerned with the erection of telephone, telegraph and
power lines,l : :

The superior court may, on petition, remove from office persons guilty
of spending public funds in violation of the terms of the Municipal Budget
Acte Such a petition takes precedence over other actions before the court
and must be acted upon as quickly as possiblc.16

Appeals may be taken to the superior court by partics not satisfied by a
decision under "An Act Relative to Unemployment Com%cnsation“, provided such
parties have ecxhausted all administrative sourcese A person denied a
license to operate a motor vehicle or whose licensc has boen suspended or
revoked can appeal to the superior court,18 Pporsons dissatisficd by an act
or order of the Commissioner of Motor Vehieles in connection with an act
concerning proof of finencial rcsponsibility by owners and operators may

ls Publioc Laws of New Hampshirc, che 354, scos. 2, 18 (1926),

2. Ibid.’ Cho 273. seC- 27 (1926);

3o New Hampshire Laws of 1929, che 180.

Lo Public Laws of New Hempshire, ch. 316, sec. 17 (1926).

5¢ New Hampshire Laws of 1933, ch. 68.

6 Public Laws of New Hampshire, ohe 47, sece 43 (1926)a

Te. Ibidey che 36, sece 6 (1926).

8+ Ibidey che 54, secs. 14=15 (1926).

9¢ Ibide, ch. 249, secss 2-6 (1926).

10. Ibide, ch. 6}, secs 14; che 65, secs 26 (1926).

11, Ibide, che 177, secs. 25-28 (1926); New Hampshire Laws of 1933, ch. 87,
secse 16=20,

12, public Laws of New Hampshire, ohe 42, secs. 61-66 (192¢).

13. New Hampshire Laws of 1893, che. 40; Public Laws of New Hampshire, chs 1474
secs 19 (1926).

Uite pPublic Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 35, sece. 27; ch. Ll4,secs. 15«16 (1926);
New Hampshire Laws of 1935, che. 153, seccs. 1l2-13.

15, Public Laws of New Hempshire, ch. 97, sec. 10 (1926); New Hampshire Laws
of 1935, che 100, sec. 7; New Hampshire Laws of 1937, och. 102, sec. 3.

1és New Hampshire Laws of 1935, ohe 9, 5CCs G

17« New Hampshire Laws of 1937, ch. 178, sec. 5H.

18. Ibides che 85.
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petition for a review in the superior court,! Violations of the provisions
of an act concerned with the transportation of property for hire by means of
motor vehicles may be brought to the superior court on petition of the
Conmissioner of Motor Vehicles, any other public authority, or ten citizens
of any city or town in order to secure the restraint of such violations.2

The superior court, by injunction or other process, may restrain out-of-
stote corporations, clubs, or associations from occupying property acquired
in violation of the regulations concerning acquirement of property by such
organizatiors.3 Any person not satisfied with the damages awarded for land
taken for the purposc of the conservation of fish may appeal to the superior
court.q Under certain conditions the court may dissolve corporations, It
moy moke such final and interlocutory orders, judgments, and decrees for
winding up the affairs of corporations as justice rcqulrcu.5

The decision of the superior court:is conclusive in any case of contest
between persons claiming a right or title,® Funds hold for safc=kecoping by
the State Treasurcr for fiftecn years, if unclaimed during that time, become
property of the state upon order of the superior court,/ Sheriffs! bonds
are subject to the approval of the presiding justice of the superior court.

"The superior court has jurisdiction of all criminal cases and proceed-
ings; but it may dismiss a prosecution originally begun therein which is
within the jurisdiction of a municipal court or a justice of the peace."?
It has jurisdiction over all appeals in criminal cases from municipal courts,
trial justices, and justices of the peaoe.lo

Any officiael or board, having the power to summon witnesses but not to
punish for contempt, upon the refusal of the summoned witnesses to appear or
testify, may scek an order from the superior court compelling the witnesses

to comply with the summons and testify.ll
When an arrest is made in this state by an officer from another state,

the arresting officer must immediately take the prisoner before a justice of
the superior or municipal court who is to conduct a hearing and determine if
the arrcst was lawful. If the legality of the arrest is established, the
Justice may commit the prisoner for o reasonable time in anticipation of an
cxtradition warrant from the Governor, or rclecase the prisoner on bail pend=-
ing the issuance of such warrante If the justice belicves the arrest 1llcgul
he is to discharge the prlsonor.12 The court may grant writs of habeas corpm<3
The superior ocourt possessecs powers of cquity in cases where there is
not a plain, adequatc, and complecte remedy at law, and in all cases cognizable

l. Now Hompshire Laws of 1937, che. 161, scc. 2.

2¢ Now Hampshire Laws of 1933, ch. 169.

3+ Public Laws of New Hompshire, chs 197, scc. 62 (1926).

4y New Hampshire Laws of 1935, che. 12k, scc. 6, paragraph 5.

5¢ Public Laws of New Hampshirc, ch, 225, sce, 75 (1926); Now Hampshire Laws
of 1929, che 123, sc0e 4

be New Hampshirec Laws of 1929, oh. 86,

Te Public Laws of New Hampshirec, chs 359 (1926); New Hampshirc Laws of 1929,
che 67,

8« Public Laws of New Hampshirc, che 37, scc. 3 (1926).

Yo Ibidas ohe 3624 seos l (1926).

10, Ibid., ch. 362, sec. 2 (1926); New Hompshiro Laws of 1927, ch. 10.

11, Public Laws of Kow H'unpshlrc, che 316, sces. 15, 16 (1926).

12, New Hompshire Lows of 1537, ¢he 5lLe sc¢ce Z.

134 Public Laws-6f New Hempshire, ch. 350, sec. 3 (1926).
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in a court of equity.l

When the 1901 reorganization took place, records of the former courts
passed into the custody of the superior courts Clerks of the superior court
in their respective counties might certify copies of those records.2 The
clerk is the record-keeping functionary of the court and is the off'icer
legally qualified to attest such records. His office shall be kept in a town
in which a court term is helds At the close of each term he is required to
give to the presiding justices an itemized report of all finances of his
officcy, and to furnish the county commissioners with an account of his re-
ceipts and disbursoments.3 His yearly report is published with the annual
reports of other county officers.™

The rccords of the clerk of the superior court include not only those of
the present superior court, 1201 to date, and those of its prcdeccessors, the
supcrior court of judicaturec and the supremc judicial court, but zlso those
of the defunct courts of common pleas and general scssions of the peace. Some
of the rccords date bask to 1773, the year in which courts in Grafton County
were first organized.

Original court documents include civil case papers such as judgments,
affidavits, writs of injunction, writs of possession, writs of replevin,
petitions for attachment, jury payrolls, end appraisals; state case papers
such as judgments, mittimuses, writs of capias, indictments, jury payrolls,
recognizances, and state vs. payrolls; equity case papers such as judgments,
writs of injunction, possession and replevin, petitions for injunction and
attachment, bills in equity, libels for divorce, mortgage foreclosures, and
settlements of land titles; and sessions case papers such as judgments, writs
of injunction, damage awards, and petitions for continuance and discontinuance
of highways, rights of eminent domain, and abatement of nniscnces,

Regular dockets are contained in volume form up to 1935 and thereafter
on cardse The current docket system also includes printed dockets, prepared
for the convenience of the court and the cttorneys. They are in readiness
when each session begins, and describe the status of each casc on the calendar.
They also contain extraneous material ineluding rules of procedurc and o list
of members of the Grafton County Bare The clerk's older records include
fourtecen volumes of law term dockets, dealing with the type of cases which in
1901 passed under the jurisdiction of tho state Supreme Court.

Civil, sessioin, and equity judgments are recorded in volumes for periods
of years, although they have not been brought up to date.

The court's naturalization work is represented by petitions, declarations
of intention, stubs of certificates of citizenship, and a record of petitions
grented and denied. A nsturalization docket was discontinued in 1906

The clerk of court keeps the return of votes cast for county officers,
the transeripts thereof, and county officers' bonds and oaths.

Financial records include court payrolls, duplicates of county notes,

& petty cash journal, and a full record of disbursements,

All of the clerk of court's records are kept at the Woodsville courthouse,
in the clerk's vault, first floor, a storeroom, second floor, and the base-
ment, When not stated otherwise, records are in the vault.

ls Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 317, secc. 1 (192€).
2« New Hampshire Laws of 1901, ch. 78, sécce. Be

3« Public Laws of New Hampshire, che. 320, sece 5 (1926).
be New Hampshire Laws of 1931, che 47




Superior Court (Supreme Court) - (42-45)
Index; Dockets Index

42, [INDEX TO CIVIL AND EQUITY CASES], 1936--. 17 panels.
System began 1936, :

Direct and indirect index to: [Card Docket of Incompleted] Civil, Equity,
State [Cases], entry 4Li; and [Card Docket of Completed Civil, Equity and
State Cases], entry 45, showing names of plaintiff and defendanty docket
number, kind of case (equity cases lettered E, civil cases not lettered),
and date of entry. Arr. alph. by names of plaintiff and defendant and
defendant and plaintiff. Typed. 20 x 6%.

Dockets

L3. SUPERIOR COURT [Regular Dockets], 1774-1935. L78 vols.
(dated by term of court). Missing, 1776-82. Title varies:
Common Pleas Doclket; Docket; Sup. Ct.
Nomes of plaintiff, defendant, ond attorneysy docket number, date and kind of
instrument filed, abstroact of cose, disposition, and volume and page where
recordeds Dockect number serves as a guide to location infOriginal Court
Documents], entry 52. Arre chron. by term of court and numers thercunder by
docket nos 1774-85, 1795-97, no index; 1786-94, 1798-1842, indexed alph.
by name of plaintiff; 1842-1935, indecxed alphe by nome of plaintiff and
defendante Hdw, 280 ppe 14 x 9% x 1.
For subscquent card dockets of complete and incomplete cascs, scc
entrics Ll, 45

Lh. [Card Dockct of Incomplcted] CIVIL, EQUITY, STATE [Coses],
1926--. Approxe. 540 cards in 9 f. d. lNew system begon
1936,
Names of plaintiff, defcndant, and their attorncys, datec of cntry, and action
tokene Thesc cards contoin incompleted casces as of Janunry 1, 1936 ond to
doto; some of them having their origin as carly as 1926. Arre by typc of
casc and numer. thercunder by docket no. For index, see entry 42; state
cases are not indexeds Typeds F. duoy 1 x 8% x 213; cards, 5 x 8e
For prior related records, see entry 43,

45. [CARD DOCKET OF COMPLETED CIVIL, EQUITY, AND STATE CASES],
1936=-. Approxe. 4000 cards in 2 f. d. (labeled Jans
Term, 1936--). System began 1936.
Names of plaintiff, defendant and their attorneys, date of entry, and action
taken. When case is completed card is transferred from incomplete card
docket to this file and becomes a permanent record. Docket number serves
as a guide to location in [Qriginel Court Documents], entry 52, Arr. chron.
by term of court and thereunder by kind of case and numer. by docket no.
For indexs see .cntry L42; state cases not indexeds Typeds F. duy 6 x 8} x 9;
cards, 5 x 8.
For prior related records, see entry 43,
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Superior Court (Supreme Court) - (L6=19)
Judgments :

h6. SUPREME COURT [Law Term Dookets], 1774-1900. 14 vols.

(dated; 1-5, 5 volsa, 1774=75, 1782-1819; unnumbered,

9 vols., 1833-1900). Missing, 1776-81 and 1820-32,

Questions on points of law, 190l--, are appealed to the

State Supreme Court, Title varies: Supreme Judicial

Court; Superior Court Docket; Grafton Records Superior

Court of Judicature; Superior Court,
Law term cases, showing date, case and docket numbers, names of plaeintiffy
defendant, and their attorneys; brief summary of case, and disposition. Arr.
chron, by term of court and numer. thereunder by docket no. 1774=75,
1782-1819, no index; 1833-50, indexed alph, by name of plaintiff; 1851-1900,
indexed alph. by names of plaintiff and defendant. Hdw. 6 Volse, 1774=75,
1782-1819, 1833-50, 500 pp. 13% x 9 x 2; 8 vols., 1851-1900, 200 DPDe
8% x- 1,

47. WASTE DOCKETS, scattered dates 1820-88. 172 vols. (dated
by term of court). Prior and subsequent records missing.
Datey name, and term of court; docket number, names of plaintiff and defendant,
kind and resume of case, and disposition to date. Arr. chron. by term of
court end numers thereunder by docket noe No index. Hdwe 75 ppe 13 X 8} x }e
Bsmt.

48, [Printed] DOCKETS, 1832-=. 498 volss, and 24 vols. in 1 fi de
(dated by term of court). Missing, prior records, 1836=52,
1886-87 and 1889,
Names and assignments of justices, date, name, and term of ocourt, days for
naturalization, list of members of Grafton County Bar, names of all clerks of
court for the various counties, county solicitors, clerical staff, and
sheriffs in state, rules of procedure, docket number, and kind of case. Arr.
by kind of case and numer. thereunder by docket no. Indexed alph., by names
of plaintiff end defendant. Ptd. Vols., 50 ppe 7 X 4 3/L x %; 1 fo du,
8 x 4% x 173, 36l vols., 1832-35, 185383, 1890-1905, 1923=36, bsmt.;
93 volse, 1884-85, 1888, 1906=1909, 1907-=, V.; 41 Volses 2 volse in 1 fo dsy
1910«17, strm.

Judgments

L9 [Civil Judgments] GRAFTON RECORDS SUPREME JUDECIAL COURT,
1773-1903. 52 vols. (undated, 1-2, III-XII, 12 vols.,
1773-74, 1782-1820; dated, 1-13, 13 vols., 1774, 1782-1821,
1836-37; dated, 1-11, 11 vols,, 1840-59; dated and unnumbered,
5 vols., 1856=-58, 1887-98; dated, 1-10, 10 vols., 1859-86;
dated, XV, 1 vole, 1899-1903). Missing, 177581, 1822-35,
and 1838-39. Subsequent records not yet copied from
original court documents. Title varies: Grafton Records
Supreme Court; Grafton Records Circuit Court; Grafton
Records, C« Ce Pleas; Judge
Trenscripts of sentences pronounced by court upon matter's on issue before it:
name, date, and term of court; names of presiding justice, plaintiff and
defendant; case and docket numbers, description and nature of case, decree,
disposition, and attest of clerk of court, Arr. chron. by term of court,
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Superior Court (Supreme Court) - (50-52)
Court Documents

1773-1855, indexed alphs by name of plaintiff; 1856-1903, indexed alph. by
names of plaintiff and defendant. Hdwe and hdw. on ptde formse. 700 pps
6% 11 %2 37k, :

For related judgments, see entries 50, 51,

50. GRAFTON COUNTY, EQUITY RECORDS [Judgments], 1854-1936.

30 vols. (dated, II, III, 4-31). Prior and subsequent

rccords not yot copicd from original documents. Title

varies: Grafton Rccords, Equity Records; Grafton

Records Judgments,
Equity judgments, showing information as in entry 49« Arr. chron, by term
of court and numcre thercunder by docket no. Indexed alphe by names of
plaintiff and defondant. Hdw. 600 pp. 16% x 12 x 2 3/k,

51. GRAFTON RECORDS—SESSION RECORDS [Judgments], 1774-1920.

& vols., (unnumbcred, 3 volse, 1774-75, 1782-1825; I-IIT,

3 vols., 18L40~5L, 1856-1920). lissing, 1776-81,

1826-39, and 1855. Subsequent rccords not yet copied

from original documents, Title varics: Grafton

Records-——Sessions Judgments.
Session judgments, showing information as in entry 49. Arr., chrone by term of
courte 3 volsey 1774-75, 1782-1825, no index; 3 vols., 1840-54, 1856-1920,
indexed alph. by names of plaintiff end defendant ond defendant and plaintiff.
Hiwe 1 vol., 1774-75. 18 pp. 12} x 7% x 1/8; 2 vols., 1782-1825, 450 pp.
12% x 8 x 13}; 3 vols., 1840-54, 1856-1920, 600 pp. 16 x 10} x 2}.

Court Documents

52s [ORIGINAL COURT DOCUMENTS]s 1773==e Approxe 500,000

documents in 625 fo be (state, sessions. and equity

cases labeled as such, civil cases unlabeled; dated

by term of court).
Original papers in all cases which have been handled by the county courts—the
Inferior Court of Common Pleas, Court of General Sessions of the Peace,
Superior Court of Judieature, Supreme Judiciel Court, and Superior Court——show=-
ing Civil Cases, such as judgments, affidawvits, writs of injunction, writs of
possession, writs of replevin, petitions for attachment, petitions for injunc-
tion, summonses, subpoenas, jury payrolls, attorneys' appearance slips,
exhibits and evidence, agrecments, verdicts, appeals, trustees'! depositions,
appralsals, records of auction sales of attached property, appointment of
referees, bills for costs of court, witness feces, and inquiries, contests, and
adjustments of title. State (Criminal) Cases, such as judgments, mittimuses,
writs of capias, petitions for information, summonses, subpoenas, indictments,
Jjury payrolls, recognizances, exhibits and evidence, coroners' inquests,
Verdiéts, appeals, bills for costs of court, state vs. payroll, and witness
feess Dquity Cases, such as judgments, writs of injunction, writs of posses-
sion, writs of replevin, petitions for waiving five day marriage law, petitions
for attachment, petitions for injunction, disputed wills and codieils,
Summonses, subpoenas, jury payrolls, bills in equity, libels for divorce,
exhibits and evidence, agree¢ments, verdicts, amendments, appeals, trustees'
depositions, mortgage foreclosures, appointments of rcceivers, witness fees,
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Superior Court (Supreme Court) - (53, 34)
Writs and Warrants

bills for costs of court, settlements of land titles, adjustments of partner-
ship accounts, and inquiries, contests and adjustments of titles, Sessions
Cases, such as judgments, writs of injunction, petitions for continusnce of
highways, petitions for discontinuance of highways, jury payrolls, petitions
for laying out railroads, petitions for right of eminent domain, petitions
for damages against towns, petitions to abate nuisence, petitions for injunc-
tion, petitions and orders to remove paupers from county farm, summonses,
exhibits and evidence, agreements, damage awards, appeals, bills for costs
of court, commissioners' bills, witness fees, settlement of land titles, and
inquiries, contests and adjustments of titles. 4ll papers relative to a case
show names of parties and attorneys, date, and title of action.
Also contains;: ;

as [Writs of Attachments], entry 5i.

be [Bail Bonds], entry 65.

ce [Complaints and Warrants], entry 55,

de [Court] Payrolls, entry 72,

e» Road Petitions, 180l~-, entry 6l,

fo [Writs of] Ex'ons, entry 53,
Arre chron, by term of court and numer, thereunder by docket noe No index but
dookets in entries 43-45 serve as a guide to location of papers by giving case
no., except state and session cases, 1936--. Hdw., hdw. and typed on ptd.
forms and headings, and typeds 10} x 4 3/L x 15k,

Writs and Warrants

53. [¥Writs of] EX'ONS, scattered dates 1773-=. Approx.
300,000 papers in 89 f. dsy 1 closet (dated).
1773-- also in [Original Court Documents], ontry 52-f,
Writs of execution empowering sheriff or his deputy to carry judgment into
effect, showing date, names of plaintiff, defendant and Justice; date and
term of court judgment rendered and returnable, sheriffs! costs and fees,
end signature of clerk of court,
Also contains:
8&e [Writs of Attachments], 1773-1850, entry 5h.
b. [Bail Bonds], 1773~1850, entry 65
c. Jeil bonds, 1773-1850, showing names of town, county, state, person
bonded, and sureties; amount of bond, signatures of sureties,
witnesses and justice of the peace; and approval of bond by
Jjustice of peace, attorney for plaintiff, and/or commissioners
of jail delivery.
89 f. d., 1773--, arr, chron. by term of court; 1 closet, 1773-1850, no
obvious arr, No index. Hdw. on ptd. forms. F. de, 10% x 4 3/4 x 15;
closet, B x 48 x 11s 88 £y Guy 1775, Vae; 1 Py des 1804=334 and 1 closet,
1773-1850, bsmt,

She [WRITS OF ATTACHMENTS], 1773=-. In [Original Court Documents],
entry 52-a. 1773-1850 also in [Writs of] Ex'ons, entry 53-a.

Instrument demanding sheriff to attach property of defendent: date, names of
plaintiff and defendant, term of court returnable, amount of and reasons for
attachment, and jurat; order for defendant to appear in court: date, time,
and place of court; and sheriff's return: date, particulars, and expenses
incurred,

For related regords, see entries 25-0, 40, 87,
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Naturalization

55. [COMPLAINTS AND WARRANTS], 1773==+In{Original Court

Documents], entry 52-c. 1845-86 also in Receipts for

Writs, entry 78-a,
Charges against a person made to court or officer for wrong done or crime
committed and authorization of officer to seize offender and bring him to
court: date, names of complainant and respondent, complaint in detail, and
Jurat; order to bring respondent before court: date, time, and place of
courte Result of trial, showing verdict, judgment (fine, costs or imprisone
ment), and dispositions

Naeturalization

56y GRAFTON COUNTY=-NATURALIZATION [ Index and] DOCKET, 1839-1906.
3 vols. (dated). Prior records missing., Discontinued,
Title varies slightly,
Docket of naturalization proceedings: neame and residence of applicant, date
of hearing, action taken, date filed, and docket number which serves as an
index to Naturalization [Applications and Petitions], entry 57, Arr. chron.
by term of court und numer. thereunder by doocket no. Hdw. 200 ppe 14 x 9 x 1.

57. NATURALIZATION [Applications and Fetitions], 1868-1506,
Approxe. 2,000 papers in 4 fe ds (dated)s Prior records
missings,
Applications for citizenship: date, neme, and term of court; name of preside
ing justice; name, address and age of applicant; government of prior alle=
giancey ocountry from which emigrated, proof of rcsidence in county, attest
of two citizens verifying validity of applicant's statecments; plea of
applicont to take oath of citizenship, renunciation of allegiance to foreign
governments, oath of allegiance to United States, and attest of clerk of
courts Arr. chron., by term of court. For index, see entry 56. Hdw. and
hdws on ptd. forms, 10% x & 3/L x 15%.
For subsequent records, see entries 58, 59

58« DECLARATION OF INTENTION, 1907-=. 5 vols. (683=913, 914,
2 volse¢y 1929~-; unnumbered, 3 vols.y 1907-28). System
started 1907 Title varies: Record of Declaration of
Intention—=Naturalization Service--Us S. Dept. of Labor;
Record of Declaration of Intention--Division of Naturalie
zation-=Depts of Commerce and Labor, :
Application for citizenship, showing intention number, date, name, term, and
place of court; name, address, age, date and place of birth, occupation,
marital status and personal description of applicant; date and place of
emigration, last foreign residence, names of steamship and liney port snd
date arrived at; declaration of intention to renounce prior allegiance, date
Sworn, and signatures of petitioner and clerk of court. Arr, numer., by
docket no. and chron, thereunder by date of filing. No index. Hdw, and
typed on ptde formse 200 ppe 11 x 9 x 1.
Por prior records, see entry 57,
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Petitions

59, PETITIONS, 1907=--s 13 vols. (1-792). System began 1907.
Title varies: Department of Commerce and Labor--Division
of Naturalization~ePetition and Record,
Petitions for final naturalization papers: name, residence, oécupation, age,
and marital status of petitioner; date and place of emigration, port and date
of entry, first residence in United States; date and place of declaration,
record of continuous residence in United States, statement as to other
petitions made, literacy test, renunciation of allegiance to foreign governe
ments; signature of petitioner, affidavits of witnesses, jurat, oath of
allegiance, and consideration and order of oourt to admit or deny petitions
Arr, numer, by petition no, and chron, thereunder by date of petitions No
indexe. Hdw. and typcd on ptd. formse, and signature on photograph. 100 pp.
folsRs 9 x= L
For prior related records, see entry 57,

60. [STUBS OF CERTIFICATES OF CITIZENSHEIP], 1917-~« Approx. 500
documents in 1 fo. de System began 1917,
Neme, residence, and a.¢ of petitioner, dates of admission and certificate,
name and place of court, numbers of petition and ccrtificate, and nome ot
signor==petitioner. Arr. chrone by term of courts No index. Hdwe, typed,
and hdwe and typed on ptde formse 103 x 4 3/L x 154,

6l LIST PETITIONS & DENIED, 1937--« 1 loose leaf vols Prior
records not kepts.
Naturalization petitions upon which final court action has not been taken.
After court action these are filed under proper classification. Arre numers
as case is called. No index. Hdwe. on ptd. forms. 280 documents.
idese 12224

62. [PETITIONS FOR CITIZENSHIF, GRANTED AND DENIED], 193l=--s
2 vols. Prior records not kepts

Petition granted; number, names of court and petitioner, change of name if
any, date, and signature of justice; petition denied; number, date, names of
court and petitioner, reasons for denial, and signature of justice; also
statement of facts regarding cases Arre chron. by deate of entry. No index.
Haw, and hdw. in pencil on ptde forms. 1 vole, 1931-~, 100 ppe 8% x 7 x 33
1 vols, 1937==, 300 ppe. 18 x 12 x 24

63, [CLERK'S MONTHLY AND QUARTERLY REPORTS OF NATURALIZATIONS],
1931l-~s 1 vol., Prior records not kept.
Periodic reports of naturalizations: date, number of petitions acted upon
(granted, denied); statement of facts concerning ocase; certifiocates of arrival
issued; bank drafts and transcripts of requisitions to Washington. Arre
chron., by date of entry, No index, Hdw. in pemcile 100 pp. 8% x 7 x #.

Petitions

6L,y ROAD PETITIONS, 1773-1800s¢ Approxs 200 documents in 1 fa ba
(dated)s 180l-- in [Original Court Documents], entry 52-e.
Original petitions for highways: date, nemes of petitioners, description of
proposed highwey and signatures of petitioners; summons to selectmen by court
to appear at hearing; and court action. No obvious arre No index. Hdwe

Lxl-x 165




Superior Court (Supreme Court) - (65-71)
Court Proceedings; Elections,
Bonds, Oaths; Financial

Court Proceedings

65. [BAIL BONDS], 1773--s In [Original Court Documents], entry
52-b. 1773-1850 also in [Writs of] Ex'ons, entry 53=b.
Date, names of sureties and persons bonded, amount, limitations and conditions
of bond, and signatures of sureties and witnesses.

66, [CASES AFPEALED TO SUPREME COURT], 1927-34. 94 vols.
Prior and subsequent records missing,
Complete printed testimony of cases appealed from superior court and brought
before Supreme Court for settlement of issues at law. No obvious arr. No
indexs Ptde 75 pps 10 x 8 x 2+ Bsmt.

Elections, Bonds, Oaths

67» VOTES FOR COUNTY OFFICERS, 1835--« Approx, 13,000 papers
in 13 f. be Prior records missing,

Return of votes cast for county officers at biennial eleotions as reported by
town clerks, showing names of offices and candidates, number of votes ocast
in each town, total number of votes cast for each candidate and office, and
attest of town clerk as to correctness of return, Arr. chron. by date of
clection and alph. thersunder by name of town, No index, Hdw. on ptds forms.
8 fo bey 1835-93y 8% x 4 x 16%; 5 fo bey 1894=~, 104 x 4 3/4 x 158« 8 fu bey
bsmte; 5 f'o bay Ve

For rccords of votes cast for county officers, sce entry 68,

68+ GRAFTON RECORDS VOTES FOR CO. OFFICERS, 1878«-.
2 vols., Prior records missings,
Transcripts of return of votes cast for county officers at biennial elections
as returned by town clerks, showing information as in entry 67. Arr. chron,
by date of election and alph. thereunder by name of town. Fo index. Hdw,
on ptds forms. 300 ppe. 18} x 12 3/4 x 13,

69« CO. OFFICERS BONDS, OATHS &c., scattered dates 1919=-.
2 fo« di Prior records missing.
Survey workers not permitted to fully examine contents. Nature of arr.,
indexing and recording not knmown. 10} x 4 3/4 x 15%.

Financial

70, JOURNAL [Petty Cash Book], 1874f=-. 10 vols. Prior
records destroyeds
Record of petity cash payments: tey name of creditor, purpose, and amount.
Arr, chron. by dete paids No index. Hdw. 250 pp. 13% x 8 3/4 x 1.
For related records of disbursements, see entry 7l.

7ls LEDGER [Record of Disbursements], 1880-83, 1906--.
5 volss Prior records missing.
Date, neme end address of oreditor, purpose, and amounte Arr, chron. by
date paide No index. Hdwe 150 ppe 93 x 74 x %o
For related records of petty cash payments, sce entry 70,




Superior Court (Supreme Court) - (72=77)
Miscellaneous

72. [Court] PAYROLLS, scatiered dates 1792--s Approxe 1g300
papers in L feo de Missing, 1887-1935. Title varies:
Ge Ce Payrolls. 1773-- also in [Original Court Documents],
entry 52-d; 1845«86 also in Receipts for Writs, entry 78-c.
Date, name anc address of payee, and purpose; time worked, rate of payy
amount to each payee, total amount, examined and allowed by solicitor; approval
of judse, and signature and attest of clerk of court. No obvious arre. No
indexe Hdwe and typed carbons on ptde formse 103 x 5 x 15ks 2 fa dey
17921886, bsnmte; 2 fo Gey 1936--, V.
For related records, 1788-1930, see entry 93-c.

73« [DUPLICATES OF AUTHORIZATIONS TO BORRO. LIOFEY]s 193l=~w=.
1l vols Prior records missinge

Nemes of state and county, amount trecasurer authorized to borrow, date of
comnissioners! meeting, names of signers-=oounty commissioners, approval of
superior court justice, and date attested and recorded by clerk of court, Arr.
chrone by date of issue, No indexe. Hdwe on ptds, forms. 100 pp. : e
6 3/L x 133 x 3/k4.

For stubs of authorizations to borrow money, 1931--, see entry Ile - Fop
related prior records, 1868-190L, see entiy 22.

The [DUPLICATE COUNTY NOTES], 193l==s 1 vol. Systenm
began 1931,
Duplicetes of county notes, showin; information as in entry 75 Arr. chrone
by date of issues. No indexs Hdwe on ptde forms. 100 ppe 12 x 124 x 3/be
For stubs of county notes, 193l--, see entry 95 For prior related
records, 1868-1904, see entry 22.

75+ NOTE RECORD==GRAFTOI’ COUNTY, 1899-1933s 2 vols. Prior
records not kept. Discontinuecde

Dete and term of court, name of county, date and amount of note, to whom
payable, date recorded and attested by clerk of court, and names of
signers—county commissioners and presiding justicce Arr. chrone by date
of 1ssuc. No index. Hdw. on ptde formse 200 ppe 10% x 9; x 1 3/he

For prior relatcd rccords, 1868-1904, sce cntry 2z. For duplicate county
notes, 193l--,see cntry Th.

76, TREASRS. VOUCHERSe 1915, 1929-33. ApproXe. L., 000 documents
in 8 fo de (1930 to 1932)s Isolatcd rceord,
Survey workers not allowed to fully examine contentss Nature of arrey, indcxing
and recording not knovm. 103 x L 3/4 3t 15k

Misccllanecous

77. MEDICAL REGISTERw~CGRAFTON COUNTY, 1875-93+ 1 vol.

Isolatcd recorde Licensing physicions beecame a state

function in 1897
Transcripts. of certificates issucd to physicians by the boards of censors of’
medical associations: name and address of physician, namcs of statc and county
branches of mcdicinc and surgery qualificd to practice, names of signecrs-——board
of ccnsors, and datc rcccived, attestced, and signcd by olerk of courts Arre
chron, by datc of issuce No indcxe. Hdwe on ptde forms. 300 pps I x 9 % 148




Justices of the Peace (Trial Justices) (78)

78, RECEIPTS FOR WRITS, scattercd dates 1845-86. Approxe 780
documents in 2 fa be :
Receipts for trustee writs and entries in court, showing nemes of plaintiff,
defendant, and clerk of court, amount involved, and date and term of court,
Also contains: :
a. [Complaints and Warrants], entry 55
be Correspondence, incoming and copies of outgoing, relative to
business of the clerk's office.
c. [Court] Payrolls, entry 72.
de Verdicts of the supreme judicial court in cases referred to it on
points of law.
Condition poor. Wo obvious arrs, No index, Hdwe and typeds 8 x U x 1The
Bsmt.

VII. JUSTICES OF THE PEACE (TRIAL JUSTICES)

Because of the vastness of the territory comprising Norfolk County, to
which New Hampshire was attached at the time of its first union with
Massachusetts, the existing magistrates were unable to carry out their judieial
duties throughout its entire expanses Accordingly the General Court, as a
remedy, appointed commissioners of small causes for thet county on May 3s 1665
These commissioners were to administer oaths in eivil cases, issue warrants,
search for stolen goods, punish inferior crimes, bind offenders over to the
county courts, and solemnize marriages. The duties of the commissioners of
small causes were similar to those later assigned to justices of the peace.l

Three years after New Hampshire was organized as a royal province, the
commission of Lieutenant=Governor Cranfield authorized the appointment of
tJustices of the pease."2 On May 25, 16864 at the time of the inauguration

of the Dominion of New England, the President and Council, deeming it
necessary for the maintenance of peace, appointed justices "“in the Severall
Countyes, Proecints and Principall Towncs."3 At the time of the second union
with Messachusetts five justices of the peace were appointed, three for
Portsmouth, and one each for Dover and Exeter.t When New Hampshire was again
organized as a royal province in 1692, Governor Allen weas empowzrcd to appoint
justices of the peacee”? The New Hampshire Constitution of 1784° and that of
17927 provided that justices of the peace be commissioned for five years
subject to remewals This is still in effects

1. Notheniel Shurtleff, ed.s Records of the Governor snd Company of the
Messachusetts Bay in New England ,(Boston 1853=1854), Ls (Part 2) 147
(1665).

2. Loaws of New Hampshire, 1:51 (1682).

3. Ibidey 1:100 (1686)e

he Thides 1:372 (1650)

5 Xbidey 12505 (1692).

6+ B. P. Poore, Federal and State Uonstitutions, (Weshington, 1877),
231290,

g. New Hampshire Constitution, art. 74 (75) (1792)e

s &ds
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The members of the Council were ordered in 1686 to administer the
following oath %o justices of the peace:

Yee shall swear that as Justices of the Peace in the County
of Suffolk &c'a according to the Commission Given you Yee shall
do equall right to the Poor and to the rich after your best under=
standing and knowledge according to Law, and yeec shall not be of
Councill of aeny Quarrell that shall come before you, yee shall not
lett for gift or other cause, but well and truly You shall do your
office of Justice of the Peace in that behalfe takeing only appointed
Fees, and you shall not direct or cause to be directed any Warrant
(by you to be made) to the Partyes, but you shall direct all Your
Warrants to Constables tithing men and other Officers proper for
the execuc'on of the same in the sd County haveing alwayes regard
to his Majestyes Gracious Indulgence in matters of Religion and
this shall Yee do without favour or respect to Persons, so help
yalGod.l

From time to time ocertain qualifications and prohibitions were connected
with the office of justice of the peaces In 1686 Governor Andros was
instructed to appoint to the office only "Men of Estate and Abilities, and
not necessitous People = = #,"2 The New Hempshire Constitution of 1792
provided that no justice could act as attorney for any party, or originate
any civil suit, in matters which were to appear before him.3

t various times different fees were prescribed for thie justices of the
peace.h At present justices of the peace receive for a blank writ of summons,
ten cents; for swearing eech witness and caption of depositionyg thirty-four
cents; for writing a deposition, each gagc, seventcen cents; for travel to
swear witncsses, each mile, six cents; for appointing appraisers for ime
pounded animals or lost goods, twenty-five cocnts; for receiving such appraisal,
twenty-five centsy for adjusting charges and expenscs for such appraisal,
twonty-five ccn‘::s;6 end for performing o marriage, one dollar,7 Since 1921
the fec for justiccs! commissions, payable to the Secretary of State, hes
been five dollars.

In 1682 justices of the peace were empowered to deal with the profanation
of the Sabbath,9 and to restrain mates and seamen from leaving their ships
wi thout permission of the Governor.iQ Four years later they were authorized
to try those accused of selling liquor without a license and, upon conviction,
levy a fine, 11

l. Laws of New Hampshire, 1:109 (1686)s

2. Ibid., 1:157 (1686),

3+ New Hampshire Conmstitution, art. 78 (79) (1792).

4o Laws of New Hempshire, 2:146 (1714); 6:381-382 (1796);
8:1003-1005 (1820).

5+ Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 337, sece 19 (1926).

6s Ibide, oh, 221, sece 13 (1926),

Te JILid., ch. 286, sec. 30 (1926).

8. New Hampshire Laws of 1921, oh. 8L

9. Laws of New Hempshire, 1:62 (1682),

lO. Ibido\. 1:80 (1682)n

1l. Ibids, 1:106 (1686).
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In 1686 it was ordered that before any money could be raised for defray=-
ing the public charges, the account must be first presented to and underwritten
by two justices of the peace within the county or bya member of the Council
resident in the county. Then the selectmen or raters were to submit their
lists of assessments to a Jjustice or member of the Council, who wes to make
his warrant to the constable to collect the seme.t In 1698 an act was passed
stating "the retes & Assessm'ts Soec made to be committed to the Constables of
the respective Towns % # % with Warr't from a Justice of peace & the Select
men & assess'rs to Collect the Same & pay it into the Treasurer for the time
being in moncy * % #,n2 It was provided in 1703 that any rates and assess-
ments made by the sclectmen to buy provisions for those scrving in the militia
were to be signed by a justice of the peaces3

By an act of 1687 justices of thc peace were to provide for the necessary
relief of the poor in such o mmner as directed by the laws and statutes of
England, Before town charges could be indentured by the overseers of the poor
in 1766, the conscnt of two justices of the peacc was rc-quired.5 "In the same
year the justices were to recover the penalties levied upon those, who
neclected to inform the selectmen or town clerk, when entertaining visitors
more than twenty dayse One half of the fine was to go to the poor and the
rest to the person informing. Five years later threc justices of the peace,
unus quorum, were empowered to settle disputes over the support of the poor.7
An act of 1805 stipulated that any justice, on compleint, was to hear and pass
judgment on any case of negligence, oruelty or breach of covenant between any
master and indentured aprrentice.B In 1862 a justice, upon complaint of the
county commissioners or overseers of the poor, could, by warrant direoted to
a constable, oause thc removal of any pauper not having a settlement in this
state to any other state, or, if the pauper should be_an alieny to his native
land,? These last two provisions are still in force.

In 1688 two justices of the peace, one being of the quorum, were
empowered to appoint some qualified person to fill any vacency in the office
of selectmen, townsmen or commissioner, when the person elected refused %o
serve.ll Any justice was authorized to grant a warrant to a comstable for
the apprehension of any inhabitent who had refused to serve as constable,
and had not paid the resultant fine,}2 In 1694 justices were given the pover
to summon before them ucrsons, who refused to accept the velidity of deeds,
and might commit such persons to jail on continued refusal.t3 Affidavits
releting to houses and lands in 1701 were to be 143ken before Some Court of
Record or Two or more Justices of Tthe Peace Quorum Unus."l'r

1, Laws of New Hempshire, 1:115«116 (1686).

2. Tbicdes 11603 (1698)s

9% Thidss 2956 (1703).

by Tbide, 11254= 255 (1687)

5s Ibidey 3:391 (1766)

6¢ Ibides 38395 (1766).

Te - Ibidey 33551 (L7TL)s

8. Ibides 7:473-474 (1805).

9« New Hempshire Laws of 1862, che 2592 :
10. Public Laws of New Hampshirc, che 176, secs. 7-9; ch. 107, sccs 18 (1926).
11, Laws 6f Now Hampshire, 1:219 (1688).

12, Ibidey, 1:601 (1698).

13. Ibide, 1:568=569 (1694).

14, Ibide, 13690 (1701).
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Upon complaint to one or more justices of the peace of any forceable
entry and wrongful detainer the justice or justices were to accompany the
sheriff at a convenient time to the place where the entry occurreds If
inquiry showed that entry had been wrongfully made the property was recovered
upon order of the justices of the pamce end restored to the party who had
been ejectede Justices were authorized to impose fines on the offenders and
hold them for the next court of general sessions of the peace, if they were
unable to secure bailel 1In 1791 justices of the peace were given authority
to inquire by jury into cases of forceable entry or trespass, and to fine
persons guilty in such cases,?

By an act of 1858 justices of the pomce were authorized to call witnesses
for testimony in the event of a contested election for representative to the
General Courte3 At the present time justices may attest an affidavit concern-
ing the right of any voter challenged &t the polls, or may investigate, on
petition, the honesty of any election, An act of 1895 stipulated that the
Supreme Court, upon the petition of the aldermen of a city or the selectmen
of a town, might appoint three or more justices of the peace and gquorum as
commissioners to fix and receive bail in criminal cases.d Justices of the
peace may issue subpoenas compslling the attendance of witnesses eand the
production of evidence in procesdings before the State Tax Commissione

In 1701 justices were authorized to take depositions from witnesses in
0ivil or oriminal cases, when the witnesses were signed to go to sea before
the date of the trial; when the witnesses were living more than five miles
from the place where the hearing was to be held; or when the witnesses,
through age, sickness or bodily infirmity, were incapable of eppearing at
the place of the hcaring.7 At present a justicc of the pecacc may summon
witncsses to sppear before him or eny other justice or notary *to give
depositions in any matter or cause in which the same may be lawfully taken,

An cnactment of 1791 stated that, if eny ovmer of an impoundcd animal’
refused to pay the damage caused by the animal, & Justice of the peace, on
application, was to notify the owner to appear before hims If the owner
failed to appear, the justice was to appoint one or more disinterested persons
to appraise the damages Upon the payment of the damage, and the fees of the
justice and appraisers, the impounded animal wes to be released. If the
owner refused to pay the demage and costs the animal was to be sold at public
auction.? At the present time if the ovmer neglects for forty-eight hours,
or refuses to pay the estimated demage, either prty may apply to a justice
of the peace. The justice, after & hearing, shall appoint three disinterested
persons to appraise the damegees After payment of appraised damage and fees
the animal will be releaseds If the animal is unclaimed after four days,
the justice may order its sale.10

|l8

1. Laws of New Hempshire, 2:134=135 (1714).

2¢ Ibides 5:714 (1791 )

3. New Hampshire Laws of 1858, che 2085, sece 5. ‘

L, Public Laws of New Hampshires che 33y secCSe 18, 20, 21 (192¢).
5« New Hampshire Laws of 1895, che 37e

b Publio Lews of New Hompshire, chas 68, sec. 19 (1926).

7+ Lows of New Hompshire, 1:689=690 (1701)e

8. Publioc Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 336, secs L (1926).

9« Lows of New Hompshire, 5:631=632 (1791).

10, Public Laws of New Hompshire, ch. 220, seose 7=ll (1926).
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puring the Revolution several wartime duties were given to justices of
the peaces In 1777 they were authorized to examine any persons suspected of
deserting from the army, and those found guilty were to be placed in jail.
The following year justices were ordered to administer, to all officers re-
quired to subseribe to it, the oath of fidelity, and they were required to
return to the Secretary of State certificates of their proceedings and lists
of all officers who refused to take the oaths2 In 1781 justices were em=
powered to try, give judgment and issue execution against persons charged
with making defecctive shoes for the use of the United States Army.3

By en enactment of 1683 justices of the Eeace might grant permission to
call a town meeting when necessity was shown. An act of 1714, authorized
them, in conjunction with the selectmen, to call a meeting of all the in=-
habitents in & town. At the meeting a list was to be taken, and recorded
in a book, of those having an estate of value or income of at least forty
shillings per year or personal estates of fif'ty pounds or more. Only those
whose names were inscribed in the book were to be permitted to vote at any
town meeting.5 In 1761 justices wege authorized to call meetings of the
proprietors of land held in common, Five years later it became the duty
of any justice of the peace, upon petition of ten frecholders of any town,
to call a meeting for the choice of town officers, and to preside at the
meeting until a moderator was clecteds By en enactment of 1875, town meet-
ings might be called on application of ten voters of the town, or one=-sixth
of the voters, by warrant from a justice of the peace, when the annual meet-
ing for that particular year had not been held; when no legal meeting had
becn held at anytime; end when it happencd from resignation or other cause
that no membcr of the board of selectmen remaincd in oi‘fice.8 In 1883
justices of the peacec were given the same authority to call meectings in
fire distriots.9 Four years later thesc officers, on application, were
cmpowercd to call meetings in dissolved school districts.l0 At present a
justice of the peace may issue warrants for a tovn meeting upon petition of
ten_or more voters, if the selectmen unreasonably neglect or refuse to do
S50e On application of three or more voters, residing in a dissolved
school district, a justice may cell a meeting to choose officers to settle
any business of the district, E If the school board of a regular school
district "does not cause a warrant for the annual meeting to be posted on
or before the second Tuesday of March, in any year, or for a special meete
ing % % % after application therefor is made to them, a justice of the
pezce, upon application of ten or more voters, or of one sixth of the voters
of the district, may issue such warrant and cause it to be posted."13

1. Laws of New Hampshire, 4:92 (1777)e
55 Thide, Lslh9 (17784

3. Tbide, L4:391 (1781).

e Ibidey 1:81 (1683).

50 bid., 2:15’-,’ (171}1‘.)0

6. Ibid., 3:231 (1761)0

7o Ibide, 3:381=382 (1766).

8. New Hampshire Laws of 1875, che II.
9 New Hampshire Laws of 1883, che 6.
10, New Hampshire Lews of 1887, che 75
11, Public Lews of New Hempshire, che 45, sece 8 (1926).
12, Tbide, che 119, sece 42 (1926).

13. Ibide, che 120, sec. 8 (1926).
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Authiority is possessed by justices of the peace to call a meeting of the
stockholders of a business corporation upon petition of the owners of one
twentieth of the steock, if the corporation fails to hold its annual meeting.l
During the time of the New England Dominion justices of the peace were
given the authority to perform marriages, In 1791 they were forbidden to do
so without a certificate from the town clerks, When they did perform marriages
by authority of such certificate they were required to return to the clerk =a

record of the names and residences of the contraocting parties and the date of
marriage.3 By an enactment of 1851, esvery justice was ordered to send an

annual record of the marriages performed by him to the clerk of the city or
town where the ceremony was performed. Justices were also to send a certified
copy of the record to the clerk of the city or town wherein the contraeting parties re-
sided, if within this state.t Three years later a fine of sixty dollars was
imposed on any justice who united persons in marriaze without a certificate
from the town clerk.” At present justices of the peace have the power to
perform marriagese.

By an act of 1694 justices of the peace were authorized to take acknow=-
ledgments of deeds of sale or gifts.7 An act of 1823, repealed six years
later, provided for the summoning of onec justice of the peace on each coro=
ner's inquest as one of the jurors.8 An act of July 10, 1846 stated that
justices were no longer to "take cognizance or grant a certificate® to
persons in pursuit of fugitive slaves.? As early as 1791 justices of the
peace had the authority to administer the oath of office to all town officers
in the prescribcd form.® They still possess this authority.ll '

By an act of 1682 justices of tte peace were empowered to hear and
determine %ny civil action where the debt or damages did not exceed forty
shillings. 2 During the time of the New Englmd Dominion, any two justices
might give judgment and award execution where the amount involved did not
exceed the above sumel3 In 1791 the justices of the peace were authorized
to hear and determine all pleas and actions, except where the title of real
estate was concerned, when the damages demanded did not exceed forty shille-
ings.lh The New Hampshire Constitution of 1792 allowed the General Court
to authorize justices of the peace to take civil jurisdiction in cases where
demages were not more than four pounds and the title of real estate was not
involved,15 Accordingly the General Court in 1794 extended this jurisdietion
to the justices of the peace.16 This was repealed in 1810 and the figure set

l. Public Laws of lNew Hampshire, ch. 225, sec. 60 (1926).
2+ Laws of New Hampshire, 1:109 (1686).

3. Ibids, 5:689-690 (1791).

Le New Hempshire Laws of 1851, ch. 1103, secs 3.

5« New Hampshire Laws of 1854, che. 1518, secs 5.

6s Public Laws of New Hempshire, che. 286, sece. 28 (1926).
Te Lews of New Hempshire, 1:568-569 (1694).

9« New Hampshire Laws of 1846, che 315.

10s Laws of New Hampshire, 5:746 (1791).

11. Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 48, seos. 1, 2 (1926).
12, laws of New Hampshire, 1:72 (1682).

13. Ibid., 1:104 (1686).

14s Tbides 5:635 (1791). : (
15, New Hempshire Constitution, art. 76 (77) (1792).

16, Laws of New Hempshire, 6:158 (1794)e
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at thirteen dollars and thirty-three cents,! Despite a constitutional
amendment of 1877 allowing the General Court to give justices of the peace
Jurisdiction in cases up to one hundred dollers,2 the figure still remains
at thirteen dollars and thirty-three cents.3

An act of 1687 provided that in each county there should be held
tQuarterly a Court of Sessions by the Justices of the peace of the same
County # # % to heare and Determine all matters relateing to the Con-
servac'on of the Peace and Punishment of Offenders; And whatsoever else is
by them Cognizable, according to Law * #* #,0k During the interval of
self-government in New Hempshire, between the New England Dominion and the
second union with Massachusetts, the justices of the peace were the only
officers with any executive or judicial authority.,5 The guarterly trial court
was continued in 1691, and was graonted the power to appoint a marshell for
that yoar.6 In 1911 the Governor and Council upon petition of 25% of the
voters in a town could appoint a justice of the peace residing in the town
to act as a trial justicee! Since 1915 it has been provided that the
Governor and Council, upon petition of the selectmen, or the vote of the
town, may appoint a trial justice. He has cognizance of all offenses refertod
to as offenses against the polioe.8 There are no trial justices in Grafton
County at this time,.

It was enacted in 1791 'that each justice of the peace should keep &
record of all civil and oriminal cases which came before him and.of all oaths
administered by him to town officerse In the cvent of the death of the
Justice, these rcecords were to be lodged by his cxccutor in the court of
comaon pleas.t0 In 1841 all records and files of Justices of the pecace were
to be transferred from the office of the superior court of judicature to the
office of the clerk of the court of common pleas in the same county.ll
The law at the present time obligates justices of the peace, acting as trial
Justices, to file their records with the clerk of the superior court, upon
removing from the county.l2 This is the justification for regarding the
office of the trial justice as a county offices

In Grafton County there are extant justice records not only in the
Woodsville courthouse but also at the Baker Memorial Library, Dartmouth
College; the New Hampshire Antiquarion Society, William Long Building,
Hopkinton; and the town clerk's office, Littleton,

le Laws of New Hompshire, 7:896 (1810).

2. New Hampshire Constitution, art. 76 (77) (1792).

3¢ Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 322, secs, 1 (1926).

be Laws of New Hempshire, 1:190-191 (1687).

S5s Ibide, 1:260 (1689).

6. Ibido’ 1213-76 (1691)0

Te New Hampshire Laws of 1911, ch. 86,

8. Public Laws of New Hampshire, che. 323, secs 5 (1926); New Hampshire
Laws of 1915, che 30, secs L« 2 ¢

9« See New Hampshire Meanual of the General Court, 1939, 411.

10. Laws of New Hompshire, 5:746=T4L7 (1791).

1l. New Hampshire Laws of 1841, che DCIII.

12, public Laws of Noew Hampshire, ch. 322, sco. 16 (1926),
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79¢ [JUSTICE RECORDS], scattered dates 1772-=1909« 54 vOlse,

approxs 75 bundles. Missing, 1881=1907 and subsequent

recordse
Justice records and supporting documents: state (ériminel ) and civil
dockets, oaths of officey marriages and intentions, writs of exécution,
voluntary examinations in morals cases, complaints and warrants, and fines
and costs of courte Volumes by names of justice and town, and inclusive
dates, are as follows:e

NAME OF JUSTICE T OWN DATES AND VOLUMES
Aiken, ' Luke Wentworth 1835-48, 1 vol,
Bailey, Simon Wentworth 1814 ~23, 1 vol.
Baker, Moses Campton 1810-14, 1821-28, 2 volse.
Bedell, lfoody Bath 1829«/0 1 vole
Bishop, Joshia Concord (Lisbon) 1811.18, 1 vol.
Blodgett, Jeremish Wentworth 1874-804 1 vole
Bowers, Jeremiah Bristol 1816-43, 1 vol.
Buck, Amasa Bath 1801=30, 2 vols,
Cerlton, Ebenezer Bath 1820-~35, 2 volse
Cummings, Jona Plymouth 184246, 1 vol,
Currier, John Canean 1805=26, 2 volse
Dickey, Davis Haverhill 1843-58, 1 vol.
Dow, Moses Haverhill 1808«11, 2 volse
Ely, Guy Littleton 1820-47y 3 volse
Gibson, David Wentworth 1808-18, 1 vol.
Gilbert, Benjamin Hanover 1804<«15, 1 vole.
Grout, Solon Heanover 1829-35, 1 vol.
Hinds, Justin Hanover 1831=34, 1 vol,
Hoskins, Samuel Lyman 1839-56, 1 vol,
Hoyt, Ebenezer Grefton 1794-1812, 1 vol,
Hutchins, Jeremish Bath 1803=1809, 1 vols
MeClury, John Bristol 1831=65, 1 vola
Merrill, Jonathan Warren 1802=-19, 1 vole.
Morrison, ¥#illiam Bath 184,0-48, 1 vole
Olcott, Mills Hanover 1831=35, 1 vole
Perley, Ira Hanover 1828-30, 1 vol.
Richardson, William Canaan 1797=1805, 1 vol,
Robin, " Joseph Littleton 1820«39, 1 vol,
Rogers, John Plymouth 1792+1805, 2 vols,
Sinclair, Jonathan Hanover 183441, 1 vole
Smith, HMicajah Me Orange 1829=46, 1 vole
Stevens, John Ge B Franconia 1838-42, 1 vol.
Taylor, Karl Trafton Warren 1908-1909, 1 vole
Towne, Amos Bath 1829=-lt54 1 vol,s
Tuttley, Jona Lincoln 1608-13, 2 volse
Woodward, Bezaleel Hanover 1772-180lL, 6 volse'
Woodward, Williem He Hanover 1772=73, 1798-1800, 4 vdls.

Arrs chrons by date of entry.

No indexe

Hdwe 100 ppe 8 x 63 x 3+ 39 Volses

75 bundles, 1772-1880, 1908=1909, bsmt. courthouse; 10 volse, 1772-1815,
1831-35, Baker Library v,, Dartmouth College, Hanover; 1 vol. 1816-43, Na He
Antiquarian Society, William Long Building, Hopkinton; 4 volsae, 1820-47,
tovm clerk's offe.y Littleton.
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VIII. REGISTER OF PROBATE

Probate Court

The probate situation in New Hampshire at the beginning 6f the first
provineial period, is thus summaerized by Albert S. Batcheldor, the editor of
the New Hempshire State Papers:=-

The 1679 commission to John Cutt and his Council for the
government of New Hampshire in terms constituted the President
[Governor] and Council the supreme court, with & very compre-
hensive jurisdiction. They evidently construed their powers to
include the administration of the probate law, It appcars by
the records that the President and Council transacted the pro=
batc business, the councilors somectimes acting individually.

Such business sccms to have becen disposced of in court also in
1681. The records and files for this period however arc meogre.t

With the advent (1686) of the Dominion of New Englend, with a government
centralized in Boston, the probating of wills was handled by judges and clerks
appointcd by the President (C—ovc-rnor).2 In the sccond year of thc Dominion
this arraongement was somewhat modifiede In counties distant from Boston, the
examinetion of witnesses to a will came under the jurisdiction of the judge
of the inferior court of common pleas. The judge end the clerk certified the
testimony and the will "to the secreataryes office at Boston' for probates.
When the value of an estate did not exceed fifty pounds the local judges were
empowered to grant probate or letters of administration. Appeals could be
taken to the Governor or any person designated by hime

That New Hampshire had a probate court in 1693, the second year of the
final provincial period, is proved by an act of that year referring to a
"Judge for probate of wills And granting Administrations." This office was
again referred to in an act of June 1lli, 1701. Later acts in 1714, 171854
and 1745° mentioned a judge of probate. ‘

By the act of 1769 which organized the original New Hampshire counties,
the judge of probate became a county officer rather than an official of the
province.? Grafton County, at the time, was not considered sufficiently
populated to justify a local county organization, and it was placed under the
temporary jurisdiction of the "Courts Magistrates and Officers" of Rockingham
CountVilo It acquired locd oounty officers, including a judge of probate, in
1773,

ls New Hampshire State Papers, 31:xv.

2, laws of New Hampshire, 1:104-105 (1686).

3« TIbides 1:206-207 (1687).

Ly New Hanpshire State Popers, 31:xx; Laws of New Hampshire, 1:567 (1693).

5« Lows of New Hoampshire, 1:683-684 (1701).

6s Ibide, 2:139 (171L).

Te  Ibides 21295 (1718)«

8e Ibides 3:14 (1745).

9¢ Ibides 3:526 (1769),

10« Ibide, 3:527 (1769).

11, Ibidey 3:587-588 (1773); Je Belknap, History of New Hempshire, (Farmer
Edition, Dover, 1831), 420,
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An act of 1766 permitted persons dissatisfied with an ordér or decree of
the judge of probate to appeal to the court of supreme probate,l which it
eppears from an act of 1774, was ocomposed of the Governor and Council.2 In
1789 the superior court of judicature was empowered to hear appeals from the
probate court in oases arising from acts concerning the settlement of intestate
and testate estates.3 The supreme judicial court was given exclusive juris-
dietion of appeals from probate courts by en enactment of July 1k, 1855.4 At
preccnt agpeals may be made to the superior court within sixty days after the
decision.

A law passed in 1866 prohibited judges of probate from receiving compensa-
tion other than that allowed by law for performing the duties of their office.
This restriction is still in effecte! Their salary is presoribed by the
Logislatures An act of 1925 set the salary of the judge of probate of Grafton
County at eightcen hundred dollars per yco.r,8 vhich remains the samc at the
proesent time.

Judges of probate receive their appointment from the Governor and Councild
They cannot hold office after reaching the age of seventy years.ll

The New Hampshire Constitution grohibits judges of probate from acting
as counsel in any ocase before themel? An act of 1829 prohibited judges of
probate from presiding over cases in which they had a personal interests In
such cases, they were to delegate their authority to the Erobate judge of an
adjoining county.l3 This requirement is still in effect. 4 ;

In 1774 it was specified that when an estate lay in several counties,
the judge of probate in the "Qounty where the Deceased was an Inhabitant®
should have jurisdiction.15 At the present time, probate jurisdietion over
the estate of a deceased resident of New Hampshire belongs to the court in the
county where the deceased was last an inhabitant. Probate jurisdiction over il
the estate of a non-resident may be assumed by the court in any county where |
the deceased had property or in eny county where "the personal representative
or kin of such person has a cause of action."

Judges of probate are not qualified to draw up wills for persons other
then themselves, end all wills so mede after July 16, 1864 are void.

1. Laws of New Hampshire, 3:397 (1766).

2« Ibides 3:625 (1774).

3. Tbide, 5:38Le 390 (1789)e

L. New Hempshire Laws of 1855, che 1659

5, Public Laws of New Hempshire, ch. 311, secs. 1l=2 (1926).

6s New Hempshire Laws of 1866, che 4251, sece le

7. Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 293, sece 24 (1926).

8. New Hampshire Laws of 1925, che 172, sece le :

9« New Hampshire Manual for the General Court 1939, LOL.

10. New Hampshire Constitution, arte 45 (46)s (1792)e

11, Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 18, sece 2 (1926).

12, New Hampshire Constitution, erte 78 (79)s (1792)s See also public Laws of
New Hampshirc, che 293¢ 5cce 13 (1926).

134 Laws of New Hempshirc, 10329-30 (1829).

1L, Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 293, scose 15-19 (1926).

15+ Laws of New Hempshire, 3:616=617 (177L).

16, Publio Lows of New Hampshire, che 293, sece 8 (1926).

17, Ibid., che 293, sec. 12 (1926).
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During the Amcrican Revolution, lands belonging to proprietors guilty of
treason werc confiscated and committecs were nemed in cach county to make
inventories of the scized estates and rcport to the General Courtel Later the
disposal of these forfeited estates was placed in the hands of the judges of
probate.2 Although an act of 1786, passed in compliance with the treaty of
peace between the United States and Great Britain, returned many of these
properties to their original owmers,3 the administration of the remainder
continued to be a duty of the probate courts as late as 1791,

The oconstitution of 1792 provided that all matters relating to the pro-
bate of wills and the granting of administration were to be exercised by the
judges of probate in such manner as the Legislature had directed or might
directs

A recsolution was adopted by the Legisloture in 1820 neming a committee
to revise the probate laws of the state and giving instructions to report by
bill to the next session of the Legislatures In 1822 a series of eight acts
were approved which defined the dutics of the probate court and recodified the
probatc laws of New Hampshire.? These acts of 1822 form the basis of our
present probate laws.

The New Hampshire Legislature, at an carly datec, attempted to fashion
probate law to meet local conditionse One of the carliest probate acts, that
of Moy 14y 1718, declared that a propriector might will his lend to his younger
childrcn who, having spent a greater portion of their timec at home, had been
most generally uscful in hclping to build up the cstatce8 Such a provision
wos in sharp contrast to thc cxisting English law of inhcritancc, which was
bascd on the doctrine of primogenituree?

An pet of 1789 establishced the powers of any sane person over twentyeonc
to make a will; provided for thc rights of posthumous children; elarifiicd the
rights of all other children; and defincd the form of the will and the dutics
of the executor.l0

In 1790 it was provided that a ocopy of any will made and proved out of
the state should be filed in the probate court of the county where the proper-
ty was situated il

The 1822 revision of the probate laws included a definition of the duties
of the judge of probate,12 and rules for the devising of real estate, the
attestation and recording of wills and the distribution of testate estates,13

In 1848 it was stipulated that no will, except that of a soldier in
service or of a mariner at sea, was to be effectual unless signed by the

le Laws of New Hampshire, L:192 (1778)e

2s Ibid., 4:216 (1779).

3. Ibidop 5:195 (1786)0

be Ibid., 5:553 (1791).

5¢ New Hampshire Constitution, art. 79 (80), (1792).
bs Laws of New Hampshire, 8:1014 (1820).

7+ Ibid., 9:98-132 (1822).

8. Ibide, 21295 (1718). '

9« W. He Fry, New Hampshire as a Royal Province, (New York, 1908), 438.
10, Lews of New Hampshire, 5:380 (1789).

LB _:_I:__b_j;(_i.o’ 5:497 (1790)0

10615t 99110<123 (1822

13, Ibid., 9:98-102 (1822).




Register of Probate - (Next entry 80, pe.96)
Probate Court

testator or some person designated by him in the presence of three or more
competent witnesses.t Apparently, the exception in favor of soldiers and
sailors still holds true, since subsequent provisions have stated that such
persons "may dispose of [their] movables and personal estate as [they] might
heretofore have done."? In 1923 an act amending the Public Statutcs permit-
ted married persons under the age of twenty-one to make wills.3 This privi-
lege is still gronted.

A law of 1693 decreed that administration in intestate estates should
be granted to the widow or next of kin, or upon their refusal, to onc of
the creditors as the judge thought fit.

The following, in the order named, are entitled, at the present time,
to reccive administration papers: the person named as excoutor in the will;
the widow(er), one of the next of kin, or someone whom they, or esny of them,
mey nominate; a devésee or creditor; any person whom the judge of probate
considers suitable.

The judge of probate was required in 1837 to appoint am administrator
for the estate of any person under death sentence or committed to prison
for life.! Current laws provide for the granting of administration in such
cases in the same manner as in cases of natural deeth.8 An enactment of
1872 permitted the probate court to grant administration for the estates of
persons missing flor more than a year, but distribution of such estates could
not be made for five years. The present law makes this same provision.9 In
cascs where a legatee cannot be located, the law provides for the disposition
of the legaoy by the court,10 From 1826 to the present time the judge of
probate has becn authorized to allow a reasonable sum for the ercction of a
monument at the grave of the deceased by the administrator of the estatey 11
The judge may also make allowance for perpetual care of the cemetery lote 12

An act of 1907 permitted administrators appointed in other states, or
non-resident administratorss to have their accounts approved and allowed in
the probate courts of New Hompshire without being present in pcrson.13

New Hampshirec Laws of 1848, ch. 726.

Compiled Stotutes of New Hampshirc, che 165, scce 7 (1853); Public

Statutes of New Hampshirc, che 186, sec. 16 (1891); Publioc Laws of New

Hampshire, oh. 297, sec. 15 (1926).

3¢ New Hampshire Laws of 1923, che 10.

L, Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 297, secs l.

5« Laws of New Hampshire, 1:566=567 (1693),

b New Hampshire Laws of 1919, che. 34; Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 299,
secs 2 (1926).

T« New Hampshire Laws of 1836, che CCLXXIII, secs L.

8. Public Laws of New Hempshire, che. 369, sec. 8 (1926).

9« New Hampshire Laws of 1872, ch. XXII; Public Laws of New Hampshire,
ch, 299, secs 18 (1926).

10. New Hampshire Lews of 1893, ch. ll4, sec, 1l; New Hampshire Laws of 1897,
che 7; New Hampshire Laws of 1935, che 75

11, Laws of New Hampshire, 9:517 (1826); Public Laws of New Hampshire,
che 300, seca 21 (1926).

12, New Hampshire Laws of 1917, ch. 65; Public Laws of New Hampshire, ches 300,
sec. 22 (1926).

13, New Hampshire Laws of 1907, ch. 3.
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The law states, at the present time, that any executor or administrator
appointed in New Hempshire, and holding an appoiniment to the same office
from a court outside the state, or any noneresident executor or administrator,
mays if the judge is willing, procure the allowance of his accounts without
personally appearing before the New Hampshire court.t

New duties for the probate court arose from a constitutional emendment
of 1903 by which property passing by will and inheritance was recognized as
a legitimate tax object.2 An aot of 1905 imposed a 5% tax on inheritances
passing by will or by the laws governing intestate estates to collateral
heirs., By this act the probate court having jurisdiction was empowered to
hear ond determine all questions relative to the tax affecting any devise,
legacy or inheritance. No final anccount of an executor, administrator or
trustee could be allowed by the court until the tax was paide3 The consti-
tutionality of'this act was upheld on December 4, 1906 by a decision of the
Supreme Court.? In 1911 a revision of the laws regarding inheritance toxes
provided that on excoutor, administrator or trustee could apply to the
probate court for an abatoment of the tax as detormined by the State Treasur-
ored All of these provisions are still in foroce.

An act of 1767 empowered the judge of probate, with the majority of the
selectmen of a town, to examine any person to determine his senitye’ By
virtue of an enactment of 1851, a man whose wife had continued insane for
more then a year might apply to the judge of probete for a license to sell
and convey his real estate in such a manner as to bar any eclaim or right of
dower which his wife might otherwise have therein.8 In 1874 the judge of
probate was named as one of the officials who oould commit any person to the
State Hospital on the certificate of two reputable ph sicians.? Present day
laws grant the same power to the judge in such cases. O The judge of probate,
on the certificate of two physicians, may commit feeble-minded persons to the
Laconia State School.

In 1745 judges of probate were authorized to appoint guardians for minors
and irresponsible persons.12 At present the probate court has power, upon
petition, to appoint guardians for insane persons, spendthrifts and minors.
The court collects from every guardian a bond with sureties; sees that such
guardians settle their accounts at least once in three years, and issues all
licenses to sell, lease, or mortgage real estate of wards. The court may re-
voke any gusrdianship as the circumstances requires If such a vacancy occurs,
of if the guardian resigns, the court appoints a successor«t3 In the case of

1. Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 300, sec. 27 (1926). gl
2. Tow Hempshire Constitution, art. 6 (1792 as amended 1903). ti
3+ New Hempshire Lows of 1905, ch: 40, secs. 1k, 16. : i
L, Thompson vs. Kidder, 74 N: Hey 89 it
5¢ New Hompshire Laws of 1911, &h, 42, sec. 12.

6. Public Lews of Now Hampshirc, ohe T2, secs. 1, 12, 60 (1926),
7. Laws of New Hampshire, 3:476 (1767).

8. New Hompshire Laws of 185l, ch. 1097, sec. l.

9« New Hempshire Laws of 1874, ¢he CII.

10. Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 11, scose 16-18 (1926).

11. Ibidey ohe 112, sec. 9 (1926).

12, Laws of New Hampshire, 3:11 (1745).

13. Public Leaws of New Hampshire, ch, 289 (1926).
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a minor the court may appoint any home for orphans or the New Hampshire So-
oiety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children as guardian.l The judge of
probate may appoint and remove conservators of estates.?

The probate court hears and decides all petitions for adoption.3 It
has eauthority to grant permission for marriages under the age of consent or
by waiver of the five day notice of intention.4 Upon application, and for
reason shown, the court may grant change of name.5

Register of Probate :

The register of probate is the record-keeping functionary of the probate
court. An examination of the early laws and records indicates that this of-
fice antedates the probate court itself. There was grobably a register of
probate as early as 1656 and definitely one by 1661.° In the first year of
the Dominion of New England the officer who performed the duties of register
of probate was called a clerk,?’ but from 1714 the term register was used.
Originally an office of the province, this became a county office with the
act of county organization in 1769.8

This office was originally held by appointment. An act of 1817 decreed
that registers of probate appointed in the state should hold office until
reaching the age of seventy years subjeot to removal by the Governor, with
consent of the Counocil, upon address of both houses of the Legislature.9
An act of 1836 limited the tenure of office to five years.lo An act passed
three years later terminated all appointments made prior to 1817.11 1n 1877,
an amendment to the New Hampshire Constitution made the office elective. 2
At present registers of probate are elected every two years and may be re-
moved by the superior court for official misconduot. 1

The New Hampshire Constitution prohibits the register of probate from
acting as counsel in cases before the court of which he is register and from
acting as appraiser in such cases.ll

The register must live in the town where the probate records are kept
or must employ a clerk who lives there, and either the register or his oclerk
must be present when the probate office is required to be open.15

1. Public lews of New Hampshire, ch. 290, sec. 6 (1926).

2. Tbid., oh. 293, sec. 4 (1926).

3« Ibid., oh. 292, sec. 1 (1926).

L. Ibid., ch. 286, secs. 6, 7, 24 (1926).

5+ New Hampshire Laws of 1872, ch. LIII; Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch.
293, sec. 7 (1926).

6, New Hampshire State Papers, 33:vi.

7. laws of New Hampshire, 1:105 (1686).

8, Ibid., 3:526 (1769).

9. Ibid., 8:650 (1817).

10. New Humpshire Laws of 1836, ch. CCXLVII.

11. New Hampshire Laws of 1839, ch. CCCXXXIX.

12. New Hampshire Constitution, art. 70 (71), (1792 as amended 1877).

13, Public Laws of New Hampshire, che. 36, secss 1, 7 (1926).

14, New Hempshire Constitution, art. 80 (81), (1792); Public Laws of New
Hampshire, oh, 293, seos. 13, 14 (1926).

15. New Hampshire Laws of 1843, ch. 56; Public Laws of New Hampshire, oh.
294, sec. 1 (1926).
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Fees were established for the register of probate in 171k, 1768, 179%,
and 1796.1 An act of 1826 established a salary of three hundred and eighty
dollars a year for the register of probate in Grafton County.2 An act of
July 1, 1837 provided that every register of probate whose commission wes
deted prior to June 14, 1836 should receive fifty dollars a year in full com-
pensation for his services, rather than his then present salary. But it
was also provided that eny register who resigned, and was reappointed under
the law limiting his commission to five years, should not have his salary
deoreased.3 An act of July 9, 1862 stipulated that the fees for registers
of probate in all business relative to proceedings concernin insolvent
debtors should be established by the supreme judicial court. On July 20,
1876 registers of probate were prohibited from taking compensation for any
services covered by their salaries.D At present, the register's fees are
limited in that "He shall not receive any fees for meking petitions, bonds,
or other papers in any proceeding pending in or to be brought into the court
of which he is register, nor for any other service relating to probate
business, except his salary and reasonable pay for copies and certificates. "6
The present salary of this official in Grafton County is two thousand dollars
per year.

On July 4, 1861 registers of probate were bonded to their respective
counties in the sum of five thousand dollars., The bond wes subject to the
approval of the judge of probate.8 At the present time the bond must be ap-
proved by the county commissioners.? The register of probate in Grafton
County may eppoint a deputy register temporarily who must also be bonded. 10

An act of November 26, 1832 provided that in case of a vacancy by death,
resignation or otherwise, or the sickness or necessary absence of any Jjudge
of probate, it should become the duty of the register to adjourn the probate
court from time to time until the vacancy was supplied or the judge attendeddl
At present the reéister is authorized to adjourn court in the absence of the
Judge of probate. 2

An act of July 2, 1822 made provision for the recording in the probate
court of wills proved outside of the state which pertained to property in
the state,13 1In the same year it was enacted that all wills and their pro-
bates should be recorded in the probate office.ld4 This is still required.15

1. Laws of New Hampshire, 2:146 (1714); 3:491-492 (1768); 5:617-618 (1791);
6:384-385 (1796).

2. Ibid., 9:534 (1826).

3. New Hampshire Laws of 1837, ch. CCCXLV.

4. New Hampshire Laws of 1862, chi 2594, sec. 6,

5. New Hampshire Laws of 1876, ch. XLII. ‘

6. Public Laws of New Hampshire, oh. 294, sec. 15 (1926).

7. New Hampshire Laws of 1925, ch. 172, sec. 2; New Hampshire Manual for the
General Court 1939, 414, 415.

8. New Hempshire Laws of 1861, ch. 2485, sec. 1.

9. Public Laws of New Hempshire, oh. 37, seo. 3 (1926).

10, Ibid., ch. 36, sec. 10 (1926).

11. Laws of New Hampshire, 10:349 (1832).

12, Public Lews of New Hampshire, ch. 294, sec. 11 (1926).

13. Laws of New Hampshire, 9:101-102 (1822).

e TIbid., 9:123 (1822).

15. Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch., 294, sec. 7 (1926).
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A copy of every will containing taxable legacies must be sent by the register
to the State Treasurer.l

On May 15, 1714 it was enacted that eyvery executor should exhibit to the
register's office an inventory of the entire estate of the deceased.?2 By
an act of September 8, 1767 guardians of persons found to be mentally unable
to manage their own affairs were required to file an inventory of the pos-
sessions of their charges with the register of probate for purposes of re-
oarding.B An act of 1822 required all inventories of executors and adminis-
trators to be recorded in the office of the register of probate.4 Registers
are required, at the present time, to furnish appraisers with suitable blanks.
Property of an estate is classed under twelve specified heads.) The register
must record the amount of the footing of each class of property specified in
the inventory.

An act of 1935 required the register to keep a list of the names of de-
ceased persons whose estates were entered for probate., The list was to be
indexed alphabetically by the names of the deceased and by the names of the
devisees or heirs-at-law.” This was repealed in 1939.8 but the register is
still required to send to the selectmen of towns and asscssors of cities a
list of estates with property in those towns and cities.9

The register must record all names changed by the probate court and sub-
mit the list every odd numbered year tothe Secretary of State.lO

He is obligated to enter insolvenecy cases in a docket. He computes all
dividends. Oaths in insolvenoy proceesdings may be administered by him.11

The register of probate must retain in safe-keeping all records, files,
and papers belonging to his office; and can remove them only when "they are
needed at probate courts held elsewhere or when he is required to produce
them as evidence in court."12 He shall keep a docket of cases and an index,
which shall be open to public inspection.13

He shall keep a record of "all proceedings with regard to real estate;
ell acoounts settled, and all orders, decisions and appointments from which
an appeal may be claimed. "l

The register of probate for Grafton County keeps 845 file boxes of
original documents such as wills; probate of wills; letters of aedministration,
conservatorship, trust, and guardianship; inventories; administrators', con-
servators', executors', guardians', and trustees' accounts; and papers re-
lating to dower-curtesy and homestead, adoption, change of name, and insol-
venoy. There are 120 volumes containing transcripts of the original docu-
ments,

1. Public Lews of New Hampshire, ch. 72, sec. 18 (1926).
2. laws of New Hampshire, 2:139 A7k

3. Ibid., 3:476 (1767).

4. Ibid., 9:123 (1822).

2. Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 294, sec. 6 (1926).
7

8

« Ibid., ch. 294, sec, 7 (1926).

+ New Hampshire laws of 1935, ch. 57, sec. 3.

« New Hampshire laws of 1939, ch. 111.

9. New Hampshire TLaws of 1935, ch. 57, sec. l.

10. Public Lews oi New Hempshire, ch. 294, sec. 12 (1926).

11. Ibid., ch. 401, sec. 3 (1926).
12, Ibid., ch. 294, sec, 4 (1926).
13, Ibid., ch, 294, sec. 5 (1926).
4. Ibide, ch. 294, sec. 7 (1926).

:
;
i
B
i
i
g
g
i
i
g
E
!
E
f
E
g




- 96 - 7
Register of Probate - Dockets (80, 81)
Documents :

A series of docket volumes contain a complete record of ell cases coming
before the court and their disposition.

A characteristio record of all probate courts in New Hampshire is that
record which is referred to in.some counties as the "White Book" and in
other counties as the "Full Record". Grafton County uses the term White
Book, (See entry 85). 1In these volumes are recorded any instrument so vo-
luminous that it cannot be recorded on the regular printed forms. It is
obvious that dates will be scattered. The gaps, of course, are filled by
the regular records.

The register keeps an inheritance tax record, showing name and address
of decedent, date of decease, name and address of administrator or executor,
condition of bond, and the dates of filing the inventory and sending the same
to the State Treasurer.

Bound indexes are kept to administrators', executors', trustees', com-
missioners', guardians', conservators', change of name, and adoption papers
in the original documents and the transcripts thereof, including the "White
Book. "

Records are located in the probate office, the inner and outer probate
vaults, and the basement, Woodsville ocourthouse.

Dockets

80, DOCKET GRAFTON COUNTY, 1866-68, 1865-89, 1903--.

14} vols. (labeled by year, term, and name of town

in which court was held, 138 vols., 1866-68, 1885-89;

unlabeled, 3 vols.,, 1903-11; no, 3, no. 4, no. 5, 3

vols., 1911--). Prior records missing. Title varies;

Probate Dockets, 1866-68, 1885-89, 138 vols.; Dockets,

1903-1905, 1 vol.; Grafton County Probate Court Docket,

1905-1907, 1 vol.; Untitled, 1907-11, 1 vol.
Probate docket, 1866-68, showing date and term of ocourt, names of petitioner
end estate, and disposition; 1885-89, showing county, date, names of princi-
pals and/or estate identifying case, nature of business transacted, and court
disposition; 1903--, showing in addition place and term of court. Arr. chron
by term of court. No index. 1866-68, 1885-89, hdw.; 1903--, hdw. on ptd.
forms. 138 vols., 1866-68, 1885-89, 12 pp. 8% x 6% x 1/8; 6 vols., 1903--,
300 pp. 14% x 10 x 2. 138 vols., bsmt. shelves; 6 vols,, inner v,

Documents

81, [ORIGINAL PROBATE DOCUMENTS], 1773-=« Approx.

422,500 papers in 845 f.b, (dated and labeled by

inclusive letters of the alphabet within each year).
Original probate papers in probate cases, such as wills, probate of wills in
common florm, probate of wills and codicils in common form, probate of wills
in solemn form, petitions to re-examine probate of wills, petitions for
dedemus potestatem in proof of wills, citations to prove wills in solemn form,
depositions in proof of wills, waivers of wills, petitions to file and record
authenticated copies of wills and probate, inventories and appointments of
appraisers; administrators', executors', conservators', guardians' and trus-
tees' accounts; releases of dower-curtesy and homestead, notices by committee
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Register of Probate - Documents (81)

to assign dower and homestead, petitions for dower and decree or homestead,
warrants for dower and homestead, petitions and licenses to sell real estate,
petitions and licenses to sell real estate as intended by will, petitions

and licenses to sell and convey real estate to bar rights of insane, pe-
titions for sale of real estate by consent of heirs or devisees, petitions
and licenses to convey real estate according to contract, petitions to as-
sign or partition real estate; administrators', executors', guardians', and
trustees' petitions and licenses to sell real estate; guardians' petitions

to mortgage real estate, petitions and licenses to sell timber and wood grow-
ing end standing, petitions and licenses to sell or transfer stooks and bonds,
petitions for and ellowances to widows, petitions by widow(er) to be allowed
not exceeding $5000 out of personal estate, petitions and licenses to sell
goods and chattels, petitions for conservators, petitions for and appoint-
ments of guardians ad litem, petitions for trustees named in will, petitions
for appointments of agents, petitions for agents-partitions, petitions to
revoke appointments of probate agents, petitions for ocommissioners of insol-
venoy, petitions for extension of commissions of insolvency, petitions for
leave to sue bond; petitions for executors, administrators, guardians or
trustees to furnish new bonds, petitions and letters for guardians of minors,
adults, insane, end spendthrifts, petitions by wards to revoke guardianship,
petitions for inquisition - relative or friend, petitions to commit to New
Hempshire State Hospital or Laconia State School, petitions for administra-
tion, petitions for administration with will annexed, petitions for adminis-
tration upon estate of persons not heard of, or from, for one year or more,
petitions and letters for special administration, petitions and letters for
administration de bonis non with will annexed, petitions for administrators
or executors to settle accounts, petitions by executors for letters testa-
mentary and appointments of agents, petitions by executors - residuary
legatees - for letters testamentary, petitions for distribution to heirs,
petitions to pay sum of money to State Treasurer and decrees, petitions for
trustees - no provision for perpetuating trust under will, petitions for
compromise - partnership, petitions for adoption and change of name, guardi-
ans' licenses to sell and mortgage real estate, licenses to adjust partner-
ship affairs, letters testamentary, letters of conservatorship, letters of
trustee appointments, letters of administration intestate, appointments of
agents, appointments of agents without the state, appointments of agents-
partitions, appointments of commissioners to take depositions, resignations
end declinations as probate agents, certificates of appointments, certifi-
cates of copies, certificates of adoption and change of name, ocertifioates

of change of name, certificates of settlement of accounts, certifiocates of
Judge as to register of probate and of register as to judge of probate,
certifioates of justices of the peace and notaries, commissioners' warrants
and reports, warrants to assign real estate, warrants for partition of real
estate, warrants for inquisition of insane person, orders of notices - per-
sonal services, orders to pay sum of money not exceeding $1500, orders of
notices by publication, administrators' and guardians' citations-licenses;
administrators', commissioners' guardians' or trustees' citations; executors'
or administrators' citations with private claims and with decrees of distri-
bution, exeoutors' or administrators' notices with returns and with agents,
notices by committees to assign real estate; guardians', conservators', and
commissioners' notices with returns; notices of appeals; administrators?',
exeoutors', trustees', and conservators' bonds; guardians' bonds-minors-
insane-spendthrifts, bonds for sale of real estate, bonds on appeal, bonds of
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appeal by creditor, administrators' or executors' receipts, returns of sales
of personal property, real estate reports, appeals from decree of court, ap-
peals from commissioners' reports by heirs or ocreditors, names of heirs or
legatees, and decrees of distribution to heirs. Arr. chron. and alph. there-
under by name of estate. For index to conservators', guardians', change of
name, and adoption papers, see entry 83; for index to executors', adminis-
trators', trustees', and commissioners' papers, see entry 82. Hdw., typed,
and hdw. and typed on ptd. forms and headings. 104 x 5 x 163. 604 f.b,.,
1773-1916, inmner v.; 241 f.b., 1917--, outer v.

For transcripts, see entries 84, 85.

Indexes

82. ADMINISTRATORS [Executors', Trustees', Commissioners']

INDEX GRAFTON COUNTY PROBATE COURT, 1773-=. 4 vols.

(dated and labeled A-Y, 2 vols., 1773-1900; 4, 1 vol.,

1900-34; unlabeled, 1 vol., 1935~~). Title varies: Ad-

minist'ers Index Grafton County Probate Records, 1773«

1900, 2 vols,
Index to administrators', executors', trustees' and commissioners' papers in
[Original Probate Documents], entry 81; transcripts in Probate Record - Graf-
ton County, entry 84; and White Book - Probate Records - Grafton County,
entry 85; showing date, names of town and estate, loeation of estate, kind of
probate business, and volume and reference where recorded. Arr. chron. and
alph. thereunder by name of estate. Hdw. on ptd, headings« 2 vols., 1773-
1900, 600 pp. 18 x 124 x 2}; 1 vol., 1900-1934, 800 pp. 18} x 15 x 3%; 1 vol.,
1935--, 350 pp. 18 x 14% x 2. 1Inner v.

83. GUARDIANS [Conservators] INDEX-CHANGE OF NAME [and Adoption],
1773--. L4 vols. (dated end labeled A-Z, 2 vols., 1773+~1900;
undated and unlabeled, 2 vols., 1900--). Title varies:

Guardians Index Grafton County Probate Records, 1773-1900,

1 vol,
Index to guardians', conservators', change of name and adoption papers in
[Original Probate Documents], entry 81; transcripts in Probate Records—Graf-
ton County, entry 84; and White Book—Probate Records—Grafton County,
entry 85; showing date, names and addresses of petitioner, wards or estates,
and volume and page reference where recorded. Arr. chron. and alph. there-
under by name of ward, person changing name, or estate. Hdw. and typed on
ptd. headings. 3 volsy, 1773-1937, 600 pp. 18% x 13 x 2}; 1 vol,, 1938--,
200 pp., 18 x 14% x 1, Inner v.

Reocords

84. PROBATE RECORDS-GRAFTON COUNTY, 1773--. 120 vols.
(19'240 26’28| 30’32v 34‘36’ 38'414': h6'56| 59“66v
68-74, 76-86, 88-100, 102-106, 108-116, 118-125,
127-134, 136‘150i 152'154)'
Transeripts of original probate doouments, showing information as in entry 81.
Arr, chron. by date of entry. For index to oonservators', guardians', change
of name, and adoption documents, see entry 83; for index to executors',
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sheriff (County Crier) (85, 86)

administrators', trustees' and commissioners' documents, see entry 82, Hdw. ,
and hdw, , and typed on ptd. forms. 600 pp. 17 x 104 x 2%. 1Inner v.

85, WHITE BOOK-~PROBATE RECORDS—GRAFTON COUNTY, 1773--.

35 %ok, {85 1=185 25, 29, 33, 37 45+ 57 584 BY;

75v 879 1011 1070 117’ 126v 13.5! 151)'
Transoripts of original probate documents too voluminous to be copied on one
page of the regular records, showing information as in entry 8l. Arr, chron.
by date of entry. For index to conservators', guardians', change of name,
and adcption documents, see entry 83; for index to executors', edministra-
tors', trustees' and commissioners' documents, see entry 82. Hdw, 600 pp.
17 x 104 x 2%, 1Inner v.

Taxation

86. INHERITANCE TAX BOOK—STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, 1910--,
4 vols. Prior records not kept.

Inheritance tax record, 1910-18, showing date of bond, names of decedent,
and town, and name and address of administrator or executor; 1919-24, show-
ing date, name of decedent and town, date sent, name and address of admin-
istrator or executor, and kind of bond; 1924--, showing name and address of
decedent, date of decease, date of probate of will or appointment of ad-
ministrator or executor with name and address, condition of bond, and dates
inventory filed in court and copy sent to State Treasurer, 2 vols., 1910-24,
arr., alph. by name of decedent; 1 vol., 1924-33, ro obvious arr.; 1 vol.,
1933-~, arr. chron. by date of probate of will or appointment of administra-
tor or executor. No index. 2 vols., 1910-24, hdw. on ptd. headings; 2 vols.,
1924-~, hdw., in pencil. 200 pp. 13 x 10% x 1. 2 vols., 1910-24, inner v, ;
1 vol., 1924-33, outer v.; 1 vol., 1933--, off.

IX, SHERIFF (COUNTY CRIER)

The sheriff, a traditional officer of old England has early mention in
New Hampshire history. 1In 1682 Lieutenant-Governor Edward Cranfield was
empowered to appoint a sheriff.l 1In 1686 Sir Edmund Andros, Governor of the
Dominion of New England, was instruoted to appoint able men of estate, "Wel
affected to Our Government,"2 It was further stipulated that the sheriff
should not be removed without good and sufficient sause.3 In 1702 it was
required that sheriffs must be "men of good Lifc. "4 then New Hampshire was
organized as a royal province in 1692, the comnission of Governor Allen
granted him the same power of appointing sheriff's that had been accorded to
the exeoutives of the New England Dominion.5 The Governor was not allowed
to exeoute the sheriffs' office by deputy or to allow any person to execute
more than one office by deputy.6 In 1701 a fine of fifty pounds might be

1. laws of New Hampshire, 1:51 (1682).
2, Ibid., 1:157 (1686).
3. Ibid., 1:161 (1686).
4.  Ibid,, 2:15 (1702).
5. Ibid., 1:505 (1692).
6. Ibid., 1:512 (1692).
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sheriff (County Crier) (Next entry 87, pe 106)

levied against eny unauthorized person that pretended to be a sheriffel

In the early eighteenth eentury, when all able bodied men, and even boys,
were liable to military duty, the sheriff was one of the few exempt from such
duty by virtue of his office.?

By the act of 1769 which orgenized New Hampshire counties, including
Grafton, the sheriff ceased to be a provincial officer and beccame a county
officer.3 In 1776 it was provided that sheriffs should "hold and exercise
within their respective Counties the same Power and Authority, as [they] held
and exercised" prior to the establishment of the new government,

All civil and military officers, deputy sheriffs, under sheriffs and jail
keecpers werc required to take and subscribe an oath of fidelity to the state
by an act of February 1, 1778.5

Under the constitution of 1784 the President (Governor) and Council
were to appoint all sheriffs.6 An act of 1818 required a sheriff to deposit
with the Scerctary of State an attested rccord of the time of his birth, or an
affidavit stating the place of his birth and age at the time of his agpoint-
mcnt.7 The sheriff's term of officec was fixed at five yecrs in 1799. At
the present time the voters of each county clect a sheriff bicnnially;9 the
first biennial election of the sheriff ocourred in 1878.10 1n 1799 the sheriff
was made "subject to be removed by the Senate by impeachments and by the
Governor with Consent of Council upon the address of both houses of the
Legislature.nll At the present time the superior court has the power of
removal for officianl misconduct, and the power to fill vocanciese1?

The state Constitition adopted in 1792 provided that a sheriff could not
hold office after he had attoined the age of seventy years;13 the same
provision is in force at the present timesl4 The sheriff is prohibited from
acting also as judge of probate, register of deeds, county solicitor, county
treasurer, or county commissionerel

In 1714 the sheriff was required to give bonds to the Queen in the sum
of two thousaond pounds.l An act of 1791 required him to give a bond of
between one and three thousand pounds.l7 A bond of twenty thousend dollars
to the state was required in 1813,18 It was enacted in 1814 that o person

l. Laws of New Hompshire, 1:685-686 (1701).

20 Ibid|| 2:286 (1718)-

3. 1Ibide, 3:526 (1769)s

4. Ibid.' h=31+—35 (1776)0

5. Ibid., 4:108 (1777) .

6e¢ Be Pe Poore, Foderal and State Constttution, (Washington, 1877), 2:1288.

Te Lows of New Hampshire, 8:739 (1818).

8« JIbidey 6:584 (1799)s

9« Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 36, sec. 1 (1926),

10s New Hampshire Laws of 1877, che XXXIII, SeCs. 2

11, Laws of New Hampshire, 6:584 (1799). .

12, Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 36, seés, 7«8 (1926).

13 New Hempshire Constitution, art. 77 (78)s (1792).

14, Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 18, seo. 2 (1926).

15, New Heampshire Constitution, art. 93 (94), (1792); Public Laws of New
Hempshire, ch, 165, séce 2 (1926).

16 Laws of New Hempshire, 2:145 (1714)s

17, Ibides 5:608 (1791).

18- Ibid.. 8:259 (1813).
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Sheriff (County Crier)

(Next entry 87, p. 106)
injured by the malfeasance, misfeasance or nonfeasance of a sheriff or his
deputy could cause a suit to be instituted against the sheriff's bond in the
name of the State Treasurer.l An act of 1829 provided that the sheriff of i
Grafton County should furnish a bond of twenty thousand dollars to the county.=
By an act of 1919, it was stipulated that the bond of the sheriff of any

oounty should be approved by the presiding justice of the superior court for

that county;3 this stipulation still holds.t The bond is not to exceed
twenty thousand dollars.d The county pays the premium.

A law of 1768 established the fees to be paid the sheriff for performing
the various duties of his office.! Other laws relating to the sheriff's
fees have been enacted from time to time.S

The salary of the sheriff of Grafton County was set_at four hundred
dollars in 1889.7 It became six hundred dollars in 190710 and eight hundred
dollars in 1925.11 The presént salary is one thousand dollarsei?

The sheriff, on June 1}, 1701, was given power to demand necessary
assistance in the performance of his duties.l3 He was again empowered to
command assistance in 1791ls A person who refused was liable to o fine of
forty shillings or four hours in the stocks.t} At the present time, any
officer authorized to make arrests, or serve process, may comaond suitable
aide Refusal to render such aid is punishable by a fine of not exceeding
twenty dollars.l5 An enactment of 1791 allowed the sheriff to agpoint a
deputy, or deputies, for whose conduct he would be accountable.l During
vacancies in the office of sheriff, the deputies were to continue the business
of the office in the name of the sheriff.i! Before becoming valid, deputa=
tions and dismissals of deputy sheriffs were to be recordsd in the court of
common pleas,l8 At the prosent time, the sheriff may appoint any number of
deputies he believes necessary. The sheriff is liable for the conduct of
his deputies and he may dismiss them at willel? Sheriffs and their deputies
are excmpt from jury Service, '

It would be well, at this point, to mention the county crier, an ancient
office related to the sheriff. A clue to the crier's duties in 1714 is ob=
tained from a listing of that officialts fees: he was given six pence for

%. Laws of New Hdmgshire, 0:331-332 (I81L),
L Ilo’ 0: °
3Je New Hampshire Laws of 1919, ch. 111.°
Le Public Lows of New Hampshirc, che 37, S6Ce 3 (1926).
s+ Ibidey chs 37y sScc, 2 (1926).
e New Hompshire Laws of 1931, ch. 120.
Te Laws of New Hampshire, 3:490-491 (1768). 2
8+ For examplc, 1bides 5:616=617 (IZZI)° New Hampshire Lows of 1841, ch, D%%V;
New Hampshiro IAWs of 1917, ohe 44}’ PubiTc Lot oT NOW HENDSRIZG, oh 3oy
ScCe 2 .
9¢ New Hampsh?re Laws of 1889, che 40, secs l.
10, New Hompshire Lows of 1907, che 1l.
11, New Hompshirc Laws of 1925, che Th,
12, Public Laws of New Hompshire, che 32k, sece 27 (1926).
13, Laws of New Hompshirc, 1:685 (1701).
14 Tbid., 5:608~609 (1791).
%g. Public Laws of New Hampshire, che. 324, sec, 10 (1926).

« Laws of New Hampshire, 5:608 (1791).
l?'IlO" H °

18, Tbid., 6:370 (1796), :

194 Public Laws of New Hempshire, ch, 32l, seoss 1, 25=26 (1926).

20, General Laws of New Hempshire, che 213, sec. 3 (1878); Public Laws of New
Hempshire, chs 3214 sece 3 (1926)s
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oalling the jury; twelve pence for a default or non-suit; and twelve pence
for a verdict.l That the crier had the same duties in 1768 is proved by a
listing of his fees in that year.2 Similar lists in 1791 and 1796 mentioned
the defaults, non-suits, and verdicts, but failed to refer to calling the
jury.3 An enactment of 1805 stated that the clerk of the court of comnon
leas should pay the crier's fees in all cases connected with the court.
In 1816 it was enacted that the fees which previously had been paid to the
orier were to be turned into the county treasurys The crier, however, was
to reccive the sum of $2.50 per day to be paid by the county treasurer.’
This fee was reduced to $2.00 in 1820.° The office disappcared relatively
parly in the nineteenth century. The crier for Grafton County last listed
in the New Hampshire Register was for the year 183[;.7

The provincial sheriff was involved in e rather unusual law passed in
1768, Uader the pretext of celebrating the anniversary of the defeat of the
Gunpowder Plot, idlers and rioters surrounded "Peoples doors with Clamor &
rudely Demanding morey or Liquor meking mock Shows of the Pope & other
Exhibitions making bonfires VWhereby buildings are in Danger in Populous
places & Stealing Materials for such fires with many other Irregularities
which Disturb the Peace of Such places # # #." The disorders were to be
surpressed; it should "be Lawful for any Justice of the peace Judge of the
Superior Court of Judicature Inferior Court of Common pleas or the Sheriff
of the Province Upon their own View, or the Information of eny credible Wit~
ness to Cause any such Offenders or Offender to be brought before him & on
Conviction to Commit the Offender [for forty-eight hours] unless they shall
upon warning % * % by any householder * * Immediately Disperse &
Retire.'® This amct was revived three years later. The preamble to the
reviving act stated that the original law had "been found by experience to be
very useful, by effectually surpressing the licentious Practices prohibited
therein # # %,

The sheriff, by an act of 1792, might tatoo persons convicted of stealing
livestock by one line over the eyebrows from temple to temple and another
line from the ocentre of the first line to the end of the nosee. 0

At the time of the War for American Independence various cmergency duties
were vested in the sheriff., He was required to seize, by warrant, from
persons refusing to sell at a reasonable rate, eny goods needed by the
American military or naval forcesetl An enactment directed the sheriff to
make inquiry as to the prices of sundry regulated articles. In case the
prices varied from those fixed by law the shoriff informed or prosecuted by I
complaint to the majority of the scloctmenet? The sheriff was authorized and

le Lows of New Hampshire, 2:150 (1714).

2. Ibidc. 3:[}91 (l768>.

3. Ibides 5:617 (1791); 6:384 (1796).

Lo Tbide, 7:41L (1805).

5¢ Ibide, 8:580 (1816).

6« Ibid., 8:1008 (1820).

7« Now Hampshirc Register 1835, 72.

8¢ Laws of Now Hampshire, 3:514=515 (1768). |
9¢ Ibide, 3:542 (L771).
10s Ibides 102268 (1831). 1
124 Ibide, 4:90-91 (1777).

i

f
I
§
:E
|
H
E
g
#

I R T R Y W T TR




Sheriff (County Crier) (Next entry 87, p. 106)

required to execute all warrants against deserters, harborers of the same,
and persons accused of the embezzlement of government goods. In the case
of a known deserter the sheriff could apprehend without waiting for process
of lewel He was charged, by an act of 1778, to arrest and carry before
g justice of the peace, within the seme county ocertain specified individuals
who had joined, or were suspected of intending to join, the enemies of the
United States. These persons included John Wentworth, Benning Wentworth,
and Major Robert Rogers (of Roger's Rangers).2 Upon orders from the judge
of the court maritime, the sheriff was directed to complete the jury in prize
cases with "good end lewful men present® whenever the panel was not fullsl
He was also authorized upon precept from the same judge to sell prize vessels
or cargoes at a public venduee The naval officer, whenever secarchers sent
by him should mect resistance from ship-masters, could require the sheriff
to ronder aided Prisoners of war werc to be delivered to the county jail,
unless therc was a nearby "Commissary of prisoners". The sheriff or Jjailer
wes to report to the President of the Council the number and names of
prisoners imnediately after their arrivals® By an act of 1781 the sheriffs
were commanded to exeoute warrants against the selectmen of towns delinguent
in supplying their quota of rum to the army.! Sheriffs also were ordered to
make returns of executions against towns delinquent in the reising of recruits
for the army.8 An sct of 1790 directed sheriffs to keep Federal prisoners
in county jails at the cost of the central government, and iv obligated them
to return to the county treasurer all morey thus received, except fees for
committing and discharging the prisonerse

In 1692 it was specified that "ell process & writs of what nature soever"
sumnoning persons to appsar in the court of common pleas, and orders to carry
into effect the judgments and executions of that court should be directed to
the sheriff and executed by him or by his deputy.lo Writs now returnable
cither to the Supreme or superior court are dircoted to the sheriff or his
deputy.11

A law of 1829 required the sheriff to account to the county treasurer foi
pll fines and forfeitures imposed by the court of commnon pleas and the superior
courtel® By anact of 1859 thc sheriff was obligated &t least once every
year to settle his account of the public funds in his possession.13 An act
of 1865 required the sheriff to account to the ocounty commissioners for the
collection of all processes delivered to him by the clerk of court. He was
required to charge himself with the full amount of all fines to be collected
from the processes and pay ‘the seme to the county treasurer. He was oredited

4

1« Laws of New Hempshire, L4:93 (1777).

2« Ibide, 4:177-179 (1778).

3- Ibld-, 11'-:28 (1776).

Lhe Ibide, L4329 (1776)e

% Tbide, L4:186 (1778)s

6. Tbide, L:284,-285 (1780).

Te Ibide, 4:418 (1781).

8. Ibide, 4:486 (1782).

9« Ibides 5:479 (1790).

10. Thide, 1:512-843 (1692).

11, Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 330, sece 3 (1926).
£2+ Lews of New Hempshire, 10:22 (1829).

13: EEW'Hmmpshire Lews of 1859, chas 2c37, secs le
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with fines from those processes which he could prove were irrecoverable .’

At the present time, the sheriff is accountable to the county commissioners
for all county funds in his possession "and for fines, forfeitures and costs,
for which warrants or other process are issued to him by the clerk [of court],
unless he satisfies the commissioners that the same have not been and cannot
be collecteds"

The sheriff, with various other county officials, was required, in 1878,
to make an annual report which was to be printed and distributed for the infor-
metion of the taxpayerss” The sheriff is one of the county officials who at
the present time is required to contribute to the annual printed county
reports.h :

Under the Constitution of 178}, it was the duty of the sheriff to deliver
to the Secrctary of State the votes for state President (Governor) end state
Senetors which he received from the tovnsed The sheriff was liable to a fine
of twenty pounds for cvery occasion qn which he was delinment. in the return
of votese® By an cnactment of 1857, the sheriff was relieved of the responsi-
bility of returning votecs to the Secrctary of States

A low of 1794 gave the sheriff the same power of collecting taxes in’
unincorporated places that collectors had in tovmse8 At the present time,
whenever an unorganized place lecks officers qualified to assess and collect
taxes, or whenever the name of the collector is not returned to the treasurer
of the state or county by December thirty-first, "such treasurer’ shall assess
the tax and commit the same to the sheriff.

An act of 1777 required the sheriff to execute any sentence of death
passed by the justices of the superior courtel® Leter he was merely required
to be present at executions unless prevented by "sickness or other unavoidable
casualty.’ He was to designate two deputies to_be present, and he might
require any extra aid that he deemed necessary.ll In 1885 it was provided that
the scaffold and gallows of the State Prison might be used by the sheriffs
without chargeel2 At the present time, sentences of death are executed within
the walls or yard. of the State Prison. The sheriff of the county where the
condemned person was convicted, and two of his deputies, must be present, if
possible.l§

Custody of her majesty's Jjail in Portsmouth was given to the provincial
sheriff in 1714.14 Under an act of 1791, the sheriff was to have custody of
all prisoners in the county jailel® An aot of 1813 stated that the sheriff

le New Hempshire Laws of 1865, ch., L4077, secs Te

2, Publio Laws of New Hempshire, che 32k, sec. 15 (192€).
3¢ New Hempshire Laws of 1878, ¢h. U4l

L. Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 41, secs 1 (1926).
5. Poorc, ops Oites 2:1285, 1267-1288.

6. Lews of New Hempshire, 5:112=113 (1786),

T« New Hempshire Lews of 1857, che 1972

8. Lews of New Hampshire, 6:172=173 (1794).

9. Public Lawc of New Hampshire, che 67 (1926).

10, Laws of New Hempshire, L4:Th (L777)e

11, New Heunpshire Lews of 1836, che CCLXXIII, secs 5e

12, New Hempshire Laws of 1885, ch. 9le

13, Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 369, secs 7 (1926).
s Laws of New Hampshire, 2:145 (1714).

15, Ibidey 5:608 (1791).
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should have custody of all jails in his county.l The custody of county jails
is still vested in the sheriff, except where the jail is located on the county
faym, in vhich case the superintendent of the county farm hes charge.2

In 1699 the sheriff was commended to impanel and return jurors. He was
to "cause each person named in his Pannel to be duly Summonded and Wearned to
attend the Service of the Court = %"3 In 1726 it wes specified that jury
summons to be valid must be delivered to a person or left st his abode by the
sherif# or a deputy end that the sheriff should make return to the clerks of
the respective courts 4 At a later date the sheriff and coroner respectively
rere suthorized to fill up a jury by returning talesmen as the case might re-
quire.3 If a sufficient number of grand jurors did not appear at the court of
general sessions of the peace or superior court of judicature the said courts
could order the sheriff to return grand jurors from persons presents” At the
present time, the clerk of the superior court issues writs of venire facias to
the clerks of such towns as the court may direect for the return of a specified
nunber of jurors. The writs are to be delivered to the town clerk twenty-five
days, or to the sheriff forty days, prior to the sitting of the court. Such
venires as the sheriff shall receive must be delivered by him to the clerk
twenty-five days before the court neetse.! At the command of the court, the
sheriff, or other officer, may return jurors from those present.s Grand Jjurors
shall be procurcd in the same way as trial jurors; when ordered by the court
the sheriff, or other officer, may return not exceeding five talesmene

An act of June 18, 1747 required the sheriff to arrest persons using
profane languege in his prescrnce and to testify against theme10 In April,
175 the sheriff was empowered to order the dispersing of any unlawiul group
or assembly, and was authorized to require the assistance of any able person
in the performance of such an acte. Those resporsible for such disturbances
were to be arraigned before a justice of the peace for trial in e higher courtJd
An ac Por the better ovsérvatvion of Sunday in 1785 provided that no one
should work, travel, or keep open places of entertainment on that day; end
required the sheriff to inform a justice of the peace of all breaches of this
act and to apprehend such persons upon receiving a warrant. = On July 3, 1838
sheriffs or their deputies were directed to bring before a Jjustice of the :
peace any person who should wilfully interrupt or disturb a religious meeting,
or who should illegally sell liquor, provisions, or goods within two miles of
a public religious asscmbly.13 on July 10, 1846 sheriffs and deputy sheriffs
were forbidden to arrest, detaih, or imprison any person suspected of being a
fugitive slave unless such sheriff or deputy held a commission from the govern=
ment of the United States.llt At present the sheriff possesses general police
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w_Tamshire, 8:259 E1813)s

Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 397, sece 9 (1926); New Hampshire Laws
of 1991, oh. lio.

3¢ Laws_o6f New Hempshire, 1:657=-658 (1699)«

he Ibidey 2:392-393 (172€).

5¢  Ibldaj '5:69 (1785)e

6s Ibidey 5:586 (1791).

7. DPublic¢ Laws of Neiws Hamphire, ches 321, secs. 8-9 (1926).

8s Ibidey che 321, sece 24 (1926).

9¢ Ibidss che 367, sece 2 (1926).

10, Lews of New Hampshire, 3:30 (1747).

11, Ibide, 3:77-T8 (1754)-

20 Ibidcg 5:75"76 (1785)'

13, New Hempshire Laws of 1838, che. CCCLXXXII.

be New Hampshire Laws of 1846, che 315
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powers; and by virtue of a warrent may arrest persons offending against the
lew, or may arrest without a warrant, upon view of an offence. He must bring
the offender before the proper court as quickly as possible.l It is the duty
of the sheriff to break up riots, and he may summon military assistance for
that purpose.z‘

A sheriff, discovering any person illegally transporting liquor in any
vehicley must seize the liquor, teke possession of the vehicle, arrest whoever
may be involved, and proceed against such person or persons in any court of
competent jurisdiction. Without a warrant, however, he is not authorized to
stop any vehicle on e public highway in order to search for intoxicating
liquor, unless he has "reasonable cause to believe" that the vehicle is at that
time being used for illegal transportation.,3 Any person operating a vehicle
in the legal transportation of alcoholic beverages must produce his permit
on demand of the sheriff,

There are no records in the hands of the present sheriff of Grafton
County, but a sheriff's docket, 1901 ~ March 31, 1939, is retained by the
former sheriff, Claude M. Murray, Canaocne A record of deputations is found
in the clerk of court's vault, Woodsville courthousce

87 SHERIFF DOCKET, 1901-March 31, 1939¢ 3 volss Prior
records not kept. Discontinued due to change in office
of sheriff. ‘
Record of writs and processes served: date, names of attorneys and parties
concerned, date and place of court, dates of attachment and summons, number
of miles travelled, fee and costs of service of writ, total fees, and remarks.
Also contains:

Be Report of sheriff!s sales, showing date, name of debtor, list of
articles taken, advertisement and notice of posting of sale,
time and place of sale, fees, service, travel, description of
property to be sold, proceeds of sale, amount of bills to be
paid including those due tax collector, and total amount left
to debtor,

be Writs of attachment, sheriff!s copy, showing information as in
entry 5le

Arr, chron. by date of entry. No index. Hdw. on ptd. headingse 145 ppe
1} x 8% x 14. Res.

884 GRAFTON SS. = SHERIFFS RECORDS [Deputations], 1809«-.
7 volse Prior records missing. Title varies: Sheriffs
Deputations; Recorde
Adppointments of deputy sheriffs, showing salutation, oath, date of appointment,
names of sheriff and appointee, and term of offices Arr, chron. by date of

appointment. No indexe. Hdwe and hdwe on ptd, formse 200 ppe 1k x E0 xi8s
Clerk's ve

l. Public Laws of New Hampshire, ch. 364 (1926).
2y Ibidey chs 37Ue se08e lg 3 (1926)s

3¢ New Hampshire Laws of 1935, che 148.

L+ New Hempshire Lews of 1933, che 99, sece 3le
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fNext entry 89, p. 109)

X. MEDICAL REFEREE (CORONER)

Since coroners had been appointed in England from the close of the
twelfth century,l it is not surprising that an office so long established
should appear among the English settlements in the New Worlde Thile the
office of coroner is not méntioned in the commission organizing New Hampshire
as a royal province (1692),° an enactment of August 7, 1699 provided that
the coroner might impanel and return the jury, and serve writs, in cases
where the sheriff was concerned.3 When counties appeared in New Hampshire
in 1769, the coroner became a ocounty officer;4 but there is no evidence
that this office appeared in Grafton County in the very earliest yeers that
followed the act organizing autonomous government in that county, It is
certain, however, that Grafton Coungy had the office of coroner by 1786, Therc
were sixteen coroners at that time, By authority of the Constitution of
1792 the coroner rcceived his office by appointment from the Governor and
Councile® He had to be sworn to the faithful perfoymance of his duty, prior
to assuming office, by some justice of thc peace in his countye

In 1903 the Legislaturc replaced the office of coroncr with that of
medical rcferce, and in moking the appointments for that position, the Governor
and Council were dirceted to sclect "able and discreet men, learned in the
science of medicine." This qualification is not more spedific at the gresent
day; even now it’'is not stipulated that referees hold medical degrees,

From July 3, 182G, coronerse-and later, the medical refetrees-wheld their
office subject to removal by act of the Senaté, or upon ocause, by the Governor
and Councile? 1In 1903 it was stipulated that, when the medical referee for
the county was ill or unable to perform his duties, the county solicitor
should designate a referee from an adjoining county to act in the particular
instance .10 At presenty however, each referee is required to deputize a
competent physician to aoct for him when he, for any reason, is not available.IE

An act of June, 1829 established a five-year term of office for coroners.lc
Under the title of medical referees the same fivewyear term has continued to
datesl3 1In 1905 the law required three referces to be appointed for Grafton
County, and three are still appointed.l4

le G4 Mo Trevelyan, History of England, (London, 1926), 166,
2¢ Laws 6f Noew Hampshirec, 1:501=508 (1692).

3¢ Ibidey 1:658 (1699),

be Ibide, 3:526 (1769).

5+ New Hempshire Register 1787 (pages not numbered).

6e New Hampshire Constitutions art. 45 (46)y (1792)a

7e Laws of New Hampshire, 6:142-143 (1794).

8+ New Hempshire Laws of 190 ¢ che 134, sec. 1; Public Laws of New Hampshire,
ohe 376, sece. 1 (1926). ;

9s Laws of New.Hampshire, 10:54 (1829); New Hempshire Laws of 1903, oh. 13k,
secs 3; Public Laws of New Hampshiré, che 376, sece. 3 (1926)s

10, New Hempshire Laws of 1903, chs 13, 560e 2e

11, New Hampshire Laws of 1907, ¢he 97; Néw Hempshire Laws of 1911, ch, 181;
Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 376, sece 5 (1926).

12, Laws of New Hempshire, 10354 (1829)a °

13s Public Laws of New Hampshire, cheé 376, sec. 3 (1926)e

e New Hampshire Laws of 1905, ch. 60, secs 1l; New Heampshire Register 1939,

18,
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Medical Referee (Coroner) (Next entry 89, pe 109)

In the eigiitesrth century the coroner met certain obligations not now in=-
cluded emong the duties of the medical referee, For instance, in 1747 he weas
expected to inform a justice of the peace upon hearing any prson use profane
language, and help to secure the conviction of the offenders He was also
expected to call a justice's attention to any profanation of the Sebbath.?

The coroncr's power to make arrests is shown nogatively by an act of 1846
which forbade various officers, including coroners, from arrcsting or detaining
allegeca fugitive slaves.>

A coroner has always been expected to conduct inquests of felonies and
deaths of a suspicious nature, even though this activity was eventually limited.
An enactment of 1823 required the coroner, before holding an inguest, to
receive the consent of a majority of selectmen from the town in vhich the death
hed occurrede® An 1876 law stipulated that, before proceeding to investigate
a death of a suspicious nature, the coroner must receive a written request
from the selectmen,

In 1903, when the coroners evolved into medical referees, new provisions
were made concerning their duties, and some of the older provisions were
clarifiede The duties as outlined then have remained substantially the same
down to the present times Upon receipt of notice that death by a supposed
violent or unlawful act had occurred within his county, the medical referee
is to view the body as soon as possible, and inquire into the cause and man-
ner of death. If it should seem to him that further examination should be
mede, he is to notify the county solicitor, and the county solicitor or the
Attorney-General may authorize the holding of an autopsy and the removal of
the body., This autopsy is to be made by & pathologist of the State Laboratory
of Hygiene in the presence of the medical referee and such other persons as
the referce may designate as witnesses, and a detailed report of the finding
of the body and autopsy, with names and addresses of any witnesses giving
evidence mentioned in the report must be made out for the solicitor and Attor-
ney-Géneral by the medical referees A report of the death, with a personal
description of the deceased for possible identifioationé must be made out for
the clérk of the city or town where the death occurred. :

The Attorney-Genersl or county solicitor may deem it necessary, Judging
from the information contained in the medicel referee's report, to direct an
inquest, Testimonies of witnesses during the inquest must be reduced to
writing, While the solicitor or AttorneyeGeneral mey examine the witnesses
under oath, the medical referee presides at the inquest and is responsible
for the transeription of testimonye To this end he 1s permitted to employ a
clerk or stenographer to do any necessary writing connected with the investi-
gatione He must make a full report of his conclusions in the case, submitting
copies to the superior court in his county, to the solicitor, or to the
Attornequeneral.7

1l Laws of New Hempshire, 3:30-3l (L747)e

2. Ibld.’ 5:76 (1785)-

3¢ New Hempshire Laws of 1846, ch, 315

bs Lews of New Hempshire, 2:320 (1718); 9:179 (1823).

5¢ New Hampshire Laws of 1876, che XIXe

6e New Hempshire Laws of 1903, che 134, secse b=6; Public Laws of New
Hampshire, che 376y secs. 7-16 (1926).

7o New Hampshire Laws<af 1903, che 134; Néw Hampshire Laws of 1905, che 60;
Publio Laws of New Hempshire, che 376, secse 17-19 (1920)
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Medical Referee (Coroner) (89)

The medical feree is then expected to deliver the body to relatives or
friends of the deceasede If the body is unidentified or unclaimed, it is to
be buried at public expense unless the county commissioners or the ovarseer
of the poor in the tovn have given their consent to have the body sent to the
medical department of Dartmouth Colleges The medical referee has charge of
money end other personal property found with the body of the deceased and will,
at the conclusion of his investigation, deliver the same to individuals
entitled to receive them, In the event of doubt as to the identiky of the
rightful ovmer, the rcferee is charged to seck and accept instructions from
the jude. of probate.l After bringing his case to a coneclusion, the recferee
submits an account of his expenses, including his fees, to the county solicitor
for euditing and approval before peymecnt by the county treasurers

The rccord books, blank returns, and other papers to be used by the
medical rcferees are determined by the Attorney-General and Secrectary of State,
printcd at the expense of the statey and distributed totie medical reforcess
liedical referees must keep their records open for inspection by the Attorney-
General and the county solicitors

At present, the only records of the medical referees for Grafton County
are their reports to the county solicitor which are in the custody of the
Attorney-General, State House, Concords They are located in the Attorney-
Generalts office and in the basements

89« [Reports of liedical Referee] COUNTY SOLICITOR, GRAFTOKN

COUNTY, 1912--s. 1 packing casey, 1 folder in 1 f. de

(unlebeled, 1 packing case, 1912-23; labeled 0ld Business

2I6A~813F, 1 folder in fo. dey 1924--)s Prior records miss-

inge. Survey workers not permitted to exeamine packing case

containing records 1912«23.
Reports of medical referces to county solicitor containing records of autopsies:
names of state and Attorney-General, reasons for autopsy, name and ageé of
deceased, supposcc causec of death, authority to perform autopsy; time, date,
month, and year autopsy made; names and addresses of witnesses, desoription
of clothing; body markings: condition of chest, abdomen, and head; patho-
logiéal findings and causc of death; record of articles taken from body:
datey names of rcferce, county, and dcoecased, placc of deoth, description of
property, signaturc and acdress of relative, and signatures of 'witncsses;
rccord of cxpenscs of rcferce; nume of dedeased if known, time, place, and
date of autopsy, circumstances of death, to whom body delivered, itemized
statément of expenses, and signature of referee; and record of inguisition:
date, time, place, name of referee, name and address of deceased if knovm,
findings of referee as to cause of death, date of death, and signature of
refereey Arre chrons. For index, see entry 90, Hdw. ené typed on ptde forms,
and typeds Foldery, 10 x 13 x 1; fe dey 11 x 16 3/4 x 25, Packing case,
1912-23, bsmte; 1 folder in fe dey 192Lm=-, off,

le New Hempshire Laws of 1903, che 13L; Public Laws of New Hampshire, che
376, secse 23=25 (1926).

2¢ New Hampshire Lews of 1903, che 134, secs. 11-12; Public Laws of New
Hampshire, che 376y 5604 26 (1926)e° %

3¢ New Hempshire Laws of 1903, che 134, sece 1l4; Public Laws of New Hampshire,
ch, 376, seos, 30=32 (1926).

i
i
{
i
B
i
i
I
]
§
i
t
E
f
|
§
§
§
8

R W ARG A S PR R TN

ANRARRALY

VRS R RS A

il




- 110 -
Solicitor (90)

90e [INDEX TO REPORTS OF MEDICAL REFEREES]y 1912-=,
5 fe be (labeled by inclusive letters of the
alphabet), :
Index to medical referees! reports of all counties, including [Reports of
Medical Referee] County Solicitor, Grafton County, entry 89, showing neme of
deceesed, date of report, and number or name of folder containing report,
Arre alph. by name of deceaseds Typede L x 5 3/L x 16. Offe :

XI. SOLICITCR

The office of county solicitor is substantially that of prosecuting
attorney, since the solicitor must eppear in behelf of the county and the
state, in the sbsence of the Attorney-General or when so instructed by him
in sny or all cases in his respective county in which the county or state
mey be a pa.rty.1

In the provincial period there was one solicitor for the entire province
known as the Attorney=General or King's Attorney.2 While the act which
instituted local government in Grafton County3 did not mention the office
of solicitor, Grafton County had that office by 179..

A lew of 1789 made the office of county solicitor an apgointive one, and
vested the power of appointment in the Governor and Council.”, In 1877 the
office was made elective by an amencdment to the constitution,” A law amplifym
ing the amendment stated that the first elecction should occur in November
1878,7 A law of July 5, 1878 provided that county solicitors should assume
office the first Wednesday in June,B In 1917 it was provided that the
solicitor should assume office the first of April next succceding his eleo=’
tion.9 The office of solicitor is still on elective one,lO with the term
of office beginring on the first of April, except that in Coos and Merrimack
Counties the term begins on the first of Januarye.

In 1799 an act was passed setting the tenure of office at five years.l2
The tenure was set at two years in 1879,13 and the same holds true at the
present timelH

No person is eligible to the office of county solicitor unless he is a
resident of the county for which he is chosens. No person shall hold the
office of county soliocitor at the same time with that of sheriff, county
treasurer, register of deeds, register of probate or county commissioner,

1
i
i
i
i
i
§
f
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|
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1. Public Laws of lew Hampshire, ch. 16, sec. 19 (1926).

24 Ve He Fry, New Hempshire as a Royal Province, (New York, 1908), 468.

3¢ Laws of New Hempshire, 3:587=588 (1769).

Lbe New Hampshire Register 1795 (pages not numberedsy )

5. Laws of New Hempshire 5:463 (1789).

6s New Hempshire Constitution, erte 70 (71)s (1792). (Provision inserted
1877).

Te New Hoampshire Laws of 1877, che XXXIII.

8+ New Hampshire Laws of 1878, che 23, secs 2.

9« New Hempshire Laws of 1917, che 9.

10, Public Lews of New Hampshire, ch. 16, scc. 18 (1926).

11, Tbid., oh. 36, sec. 1 (1920); New Hampshire Laws of 1939, ch. 107.

12, Laws of New Hampshire, 6:58L (1799).

13, New Hampshire Laws of 1879, che. l.

1. Publio Laws of New Hempshire, che 36, secs 1 (1926).

15, Public Statutes of New Hampshire, ch. 25, secs 2 (1891); Public Laws of

New Hempsnirc, Che 30, 56Ce 2 (1926)e
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Solicitor (Next entry 91, p. 117

An act of June 28, 1841 awarded to the county solicitor of Grafton County
fifty dollars for his services at each term of the court of common pleas
at vhich he should perform the duties of the Attorney-General during the
latter's absence,

In January 1861 provisions wore made for solicitors to be paid by their
respective counties rather than by the state, The salary of the Grafton
County solicitor was threc hundred and fifty dollars per year.2 In 1889
it was increased to six hundred dollars.3 An act was passec in 1909 which
provided that the salary of the county solicitor should be paid from the
county treasury in equal quarterly payments.h In 1911 the salary of the
Grafton County solicitor wes increased to eight hundred dollars,® and in
1925 it was raised to twelve hundred dollars.6 which is the sum allowed at
the present timeo 7

According to the Revised Statutes of New Hempshire each solicitor was
required by 1842 to give bond to the state in the penal sum of one thousand
dollars, the bond to be kept by the Secretary of Stateld In 1860 an act
was passed increesing the amount of the bond to five thousand dollars,?
which is_ the amount at the present time,10 The premium is now paid by the
county,

If a vacancy occurs in the office, or if a solicitor is absent at any
term of court or unable to discharge the duties of his office, the superior
court is to appoint a solicitor for the time being. 2

In 1886 solicitors were required to be prGant at the execution of’
sentences of death in their respective countiese 3 At the present time,
the list of those persons whom the sheriff must request to attend cxcoutions
includes "the attornoy-genoral or solicitor.nl

A law of 1907 stated that the board of health, if it had satigfactory
ovidence of the violation of the purc food laws, could report the facts to
the county solicitor who should proseecutec the violatoreld At the present
time the State Board of Health can prosecute through an authorized agent or
make a complaint to a prosecuting officer if food and drug laws are violated®d

By an act of 1911 the county solicitor was to prosecute violations of
acts relating to the sale of dairy products and butter substitutes.l7 At

ls New Hampshire Laws of 1841, ch. DCIV.

2¢ New Hampshire Leaws of 1861, ch. 2486,

3 New Hampshire Laws of 1889, che L0,

Lo New Hampshire Laws of 1909, ch. 86.

5« New Hampshire Laws of 1911, ch, 12,

6. New Hampshire Laws of 1925, ohe 130

Te New Hampshire Laws of 1937 che 117,

8+ Revised Statutes of New Hampshire, ch. 13, sees. 6-7 (1842).

9« New Hampshire Laws of 1860, ch. 2348.

10. public Laws of New Hampshirc, ch, 37, secs 2 (1926); New Hampshire Laws

of 1931, oh. 120.

11, New Hampshire Laws of 1931, ch, 120,

12, New Hampshire Lows of 1937, oh. 38

13, New Hampshire Lews of 1836, ¢he CCCXXIII.

1he Public Lows of New Hampshire, che 369, sec. 7 (1926).

154 New Hempshire Laws of 1907, che 48, sece. 8e

164 Public Laws 6f Now Hompshire, che 139, sece. 13 (1926); New Hampshire
~ Laws of 1929, ch. 45

17e New Hampshire Laws of 1911, che 7le
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Solicitor (Next entry 91, p. 117)

the present time, the law states that if either the Commissioner of Agricul=-
ture, the State Board of Health or its agents, or the milk inspectors of -~ °
cities or towns shall have information concerning the violation of regula-
tions about oleomargarine such official shall inform the proper chief of
police or;the county solicitor for purposes of prosecutiona

The solicitor must prosecute every violation of the general provisions
to ensure the purity of elections,? and the acts concerning politiecal
expenditures. It is his duty to prosecute violations of the acts concern-
ing cruelly to or neglect of children®™ and the employment of illiterates.
He must prosccute when selectmen fail to report the correot number of persons
liable for military dutye

Among, the laws the violation of which the solicitor must prosecute
ar¢ those concerning the regulation of horse racing,7 thé control of forest
fires, and the prevention of nuisences.,? The solicitor, at the regquest
of the Attorney-General, prosecutes violations of the act regarding unemploye
ment compensation. O yhenever requested, the solicitor gives assistance
end advice to parole officers and the various county officers.!l The State
Department of Public Welfare may request the solicitor to represent it and
to furnish it with advice.l2

The solicitor's report, within the annual printed county reports,l3
must include full statistics regarding crimes and misdemeanors committed
in his county.14 At the close of each term of court the solicitor must
transmit to the county commissioners a list of all civil actions pending
at the term of court involving the county with names of the parties, the
nature end the amount of claims, and the progress made in cach case, for
neglect of which he is liable to a fine of twenty dollars,l5

No records are kept by the solicitor of Grafton County.

1, Public Laws of New Hampshifre, oh. 163, sec. 50 (1926)s

2. New Hampshire Laws of 1885, che 94; Public Laws_of New Hampshire,
ch. 33, secse 2, 21-22 (1926).

3. Public Lewsof New Hampshire, che 3L, seecs. 12-14 (1926).

Ly 7Ibid,, che 113, secs. 5, 11 (1926); New Hempshire Laws of 1937,
Cho 152 .

5. Public Laws of llew Hampshire, ch. 118, sec. 47 (1926).

6e New Hampshire Lews of 1917, che 123, seces 9; Public Laws of New
Hempshire, che 124, Scc. 13 (1926).

7« New Hampshire Laws of 1933, ch. 62, secs 25; New Hampshire Laws of 1935,
che 275 sece 264 : :

8¢ New Hampshire Laws of 1927, ¢h. 504 sec. 32.

9. Public Lews of New Hempshire, che 360y secs, 3, 37 (1926).

10s New Hampshire Laws of 1937, chs, 178, 14 B.

11, New Hampshire Laws of 1935, chs 66, 137.

12, New Hampshire Laws of 1931, che. 165, sece 7»

13, Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 41 (1926); New Hempshire Laws of 1931,
che 47,

1L, Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 16, sec. 24 (1926).

I'5s Tbid,s chs 164 Sebw 25 CL926)
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(Next entry 91, p. 117)

XII. COUNTY TREASURER

The act of county organization in 1769 did not mention the office of
county treasurer, but the court of general sessions of the peece was auther=
ized to raise money for the payment of county bills.

The brief constitution of 1776 provided that the people of each county
were to choose a treasurer annually. The votes for this officer were to be
returned to the court of general sessions of the peace "therec to be ascer-
tained as the Council and Assembley shall hereafter direct."? Dpetailed
provisions weére mede December 13, 1776 in regard to the handling and counte
ing of votese3 An act of 1791 required that any person to be eligible for
the office of county treasurer must be a resident of the county in which he
sought office.* In 1802 the justices of the court of common pleas in each
county werc authorized to meet and choose a county treasurer, if a vacancy
had occurred in the office and no provision had been made for filling the
vacancys The appointee, after giving bonds and being sworn, was to hold
office until another was chosen and qualified.5 An act of 1823 imposed a
fine of not less than twenty nor more than fifty dollars upon any town
olerk who zegleoted or refused to make a return of the voltes for county
treesurer.® In 1878 the county treasurer became a biennially elected offi-
oial.7 The treasurer is elecoted biennially at_ the present time. He takes
office on April first succeeding the election.® The justices of The superior
court, examine, count and record the votes and declare elected the person who
has received the largest numbers? In case of a tie the court appoints one
of the candidates to the office and said candidate is duly declared elooteddO
The oandidate must be a resident of the county in which he secks office.11

The treasurer mag be removed from office by the superior court for
official misconduct.l® If any person cleoted or appointed to the office
refuses to serve, resigns, departs from the county, or becomes insane, the
sups rior court may appoint a commissioner to perform the duties of the
veocant office. Such commissioner is subject to the requirements and
liabilities and entitled to the privileges and cmoluments of the officeql3
If any treasurer through illness, acscident, or absence from the state,
becomes unable to perform his duties, the court may, on application of the
solicitor or a majority of county commissioners, dcelarc a temporary vacancy
and £ill the seme for a certain timec expressed in the appointment. The

1. Laws of New Hempshire, 3:528 (1769). ' : ;
2. Bs P. Poore, Fodcral and State Constitutions, (Weshington, 1877) 2312§O.
3+ Laws 6f New Hampshire, L:63=-6L (1776)s
4o Ibides 5:7h3 (1791).
5 Tbide, 73154 (1802).
6l Ibid.. 9:202-203 (1823)0
7o New Hempshiré Constitutiom, art. 70 (71)y (1792); New Hempshire
Laws of 1877, che XXXIIT.
8., Publio Lews of New Hampshire, ch. 36, sec. 1 (1926).
9 Ibides Ohe 36, S6C. L4 (1926).
10, Ibid., che 36, sco. 5 (1926),
11. Ibid.’ che 36' 5C0e 2 (1926).
12, Thbides ohe 36y scce 7 (1926).

A et

134 Ibide, ohe 36, sccse 8=9 (1926).
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County Treasurer (Next entry 91, p. 117)

court may shorten or extend the time if necessary and may award proper com-
pensation to the eppointee for services and expenses.

By an enactment of 1776 county treasurers were required to furnish a
bond of two thousand pounds, with emple suretics to the clerk of the court
of general sessions of the peaoe.2 In 1791 the bond was set at not less than
three hundred nor more than ten thousand pounds.3 An act of 1827 raised the
emount of the bond to not less than two thousand and not morc than fifty
thousand dollars.t At present the treasurcr must post a bond & not less than
five nor more than fifty thousand dollars for the benefit of any person who
may be injured by his %egleot or misconducte The premium of the bond is to
be paid by the county,

An act of 1835 set the compensation of the treasurer of Grafton County
at one hundred and fifty dollars annually.b At present the salary is three
hundred .dollars per year.7 and in addition the treasurer receives a twenty-
five cent fee for each permit for motor vehicle registration that he issues
to persons residing in unincorporated placeseS

An ect of 1781 authorized the county treasurer, when a town or place
neglected to choose officers for assessing and levying its proportioned tax,
to issue an e xeoution to the sheriff directing him to procure the proportioned
tax by selling the property of two or more named residents of the town or
places? Ten years later the county treasurer was instructed to issue an
execution to the sheriff requiring him to sell the real or personal estate
of deficient tax collectors to procurc the sum committed to them for collec-
tione10 on February 22, 1794 the county treasurer was given the same
authority as the State Treasurer in the collection of county texes, and he
was required to transmit the warrants for such to the sheriffe He was also
given authority to collect taxes in thosc towns and places that were incapable
of choosing town officers,ll

At the present timé, taxes granted by the county convention are payable
to the county treasurer, who issues his warrants to the respective towns,
making assessments for the taxes due and requiring the payment of these
assessments on or before the first of Decembér of each year.l2

Executions issued by a county treasurer, under his hand and seal, in
cases authorized by law, are to be deemec executions against the person and
property, Towns, selectmen, tax collectors and property owners are liable
to extents where the town officers are delinquent in assessing, collecting
and paying county taxes set forth in the county treasurer's warrant.13 Taxes
for unorganized places, where no other arrangements have been made, are
assessed to the proprietors in one sum by the county treasurer, unless he is

le New Hampshire Laws of 1937, ohe 38.

2, Laws of New Hampshire, L:64 (1776).

3 Ibidey 5:743 (1791).

be Ibide, 9:643 (1827)a :

5« [Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 37, secs. 2, 4=5 (1926).
€e Laws of New Hampshire, 10:655 (1835).

Te New Hampshire Laws of 1939, ¢he 1l.

8« Public Laws of New Hempshire, che 100, secs 17 (1926).
9« Laws 6f New Hampshire, L4:387 (1781).

100 ;l)_i_q.o' 5:638 (l791)-

11, Ibide, 6:172-173 (1794)s ;

12, Public¢ Laws of New Hampshire, che 39, sec. 10 (1926).
13¢ Ibide, che 71, secs. 1=l (1926).

|
i
B
B
£
B
g
E
g
£
'Fz
£
E

DR
LT ST CUCALA Uit o L G S G -

P TV 5 A 1T NI




= NE .

County Trcqsuror (Noxt entry 91, p. 117)

nbtified prior to Decembér 31 that the prOperty has been dividede He commits
the taxes to,the sheriff, who is liable to an extent for delinquency on his
part.l The belance of the state income tax in the State Treasurer's hands

on December 31 of each year is to be distributed by him to the cities, towns
end unorganized places, The county treasurer receives a proportionate share
when the owner of a taxable income resides in an unorganized places?

An act of 1843 stipulated that when the money in the county treasury
was insufficient to méct the demands, the treasurer, upon an order of the
court of common pleas, was to borrow such sums as were necessary. He was
authorized to bind the county for repayment.3 At the present time, the county
commissioners, upon the authorization of the county convention, issue bonds
to raise money for county uses, The bonds are countcrsigned by the
treasurere™

An act of 1855 stated that the proceeds derived from the sale of any
confiscated liquor were to be deposited with the treasurcr and were to be
paid to a trusteec, appointed by the court of common pleas, for the use of
the wife end childrcen of the former owner provided the court was satisfied
of their nceded At present the proceeds of the sale of any liquory bottles,
cases and automobiles, seized for violations of the liquor recgulations, are
paid into the treasury of the county in which the casc was tried after de-
ducting the expenses of seizure and procecdings. The treasurer receives the
proceeds of any liquor or beverage taken from the person or car of anyons
convicted of drunken drivinge

An act of 17935 stated that all sums, allowed by courts for the appre=-
hending of offenders sgainst the laws of the state, should be drawn on the
county treasury.7 At present, the commissioners of any counﬁy have the power
of offering a reward, not exceeding three hundred dollars, to be drawn from
the county treasury for the apprehension of any person or persons charged
with & capital or other high crime,

In 1831 the court of common pleas was empowered to order the county,
through which a highway was to run, to bear a portion (not to exceed one=
half) of the cost of the highway. The court was authorized to draw its
orders upon the treasurer of the county for the sum necessary.? The county
treasurer was obligated in 1839 to honor any order by the court of commén
pleas for money for the use of the towns in supporting a public highivay,
which the court considerecd too heavy a burden for the town., The sum,
however, oould not exceed one-half of the total expense.lO At the present
time "The superior ocourt, on petition and notice to the county commissioners,
mey order any mrt of the expense of repairing a highway to bc paid by the
county, when the whole would be burdensome to the town, or when the county
convention has recommended such ordere" The ecourt is to draw its order
upon the county treasurer for the sum necessary.ll

l, public Laws of New Hampshire, che. 67, secs. 1=3 (1926).
2s New Hampshire Laws of 1929, che 32.

3¢ New Hampshire Laws of 18413, che 34, 5cce le

L, Public Laws of New Hempshire, ch. 38, sec. 21 (1926).
5+  New Hampshire Laws of 1855, che 1658, scce 22.

6e Now Hampshire Laws of 1935, che 148

7s Laws of New Hampshire, 6:221 (1795)e

8« Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 375, sece 1 (1926).
9« Laws of New Hampshire, 10:276 (1831).

10, Now Hampshire Laws of 1839, ¢he CCCCXXXV.

11, Publioc Laws of New Hempshire, che 80, sccs. 4=5 (1926)
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The county treasurer must not pay any pauper bill without the allowance
of the county commissioners.t Pauper accounts, as well as county convention
sppropriations, and all other sums which may be charged to the county, are
paid upon the ocounty commissioners order, provided the order states briefly
the noture of the claime? On the commissioners! order, treasurers are re=
quired to reimburse towns for money cxpended on paupers.3

By a law of 1935 all claiments for aid to the blind, whose claims were
accepted by the county commissioners, were paid not over thirtéen dollars per
month by the county treasurer, The commissioners kept records, reports, and
accounts of these transactions, as prescribed by the State Department of
Public Welfare.4 cCare of the needy blind is an exclusive state function at
the present time 5

A1l county funds not permanently invested are deposited in solvent banks
that will pay the highest interest on daily averasge balancess The amount
deposited in any bank must not exceed twenty per cent of its paid up capital
and surplus, and deposit shall be made after the cougty treasurer has adver-
tised for bids from solvent banks within the county.

Executions that may issue egainst the county are to be paid by the county
treasurer upon demend; if the funds in the treasury are insufficient, the
treasurer shall issue his warrants to the selectmen of the various towns,
who shall colleot and pay the sums assessed into the county treasury within
forty days.7

In 1794 the county treasurer was instructed to make an annual statement
to the court of common pleas, indicating the amount of money he considered it
was necessary to raise, and indicating for what purpose it was necded.® an
act of 1801, which empowered the trecasurer to draw money from the treasury
for contingent expenses on the orders of the judges of the court of common
pleas, also directed him to make out end certify to the judges of that court,
in December of eoch year, a statement of the treasury and in May of each
year to furnish the clerk of the court with a true copy of his accounts.?

On July 3, 1823 an act was passed requiring treasurers

to meke out and deliver to the Clerks of the Courts of Sessions
in their respceotive counties on or before the first day of June
annually a statement of their accounts as Treasurers #* % #*

for the year ending at the time of the then last annual settle=
ment of said accounts;—=in which statements shall be specified
the amount of monies paid out of the treasury for that year, and
the purposes for which such payments were made; and when payments
have been made for the support of County paupers, the sum pazid to
each town; also, all monies received into the f{reasury, from whom
received, and for what purpose * * %,"

Public Laws of New Hampshire, chs 38, sec. 13 (1926).

2¢ Ibide, che 39y scos. 5=6 (1926).

3Je New Hampshire Laws of 1933; che 137, sec, le

be New Hampshire Laws of 1935; che 137; 5€0Ss l=2e

S5e  New Hampshire Laws of 1937, che 202, ‘sec. 6, paragraphs I, IV.
Public Laws of New Hampshire, ohs 39, secse 2.-3 (1926).

70 Ibid.. Ch. 39. S€Ce 11 (1926)‘

8. Laws o6f New Hampshire, 6:157 (1794 ).

9- Ibid.' 7:23-24 (1801)0
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count¥ Treasurer = Rcoeipts and {92)

ayments ,
The clerks of the scssions Were directed to cause the report to be delivered
to the Secretary of State or left at his office on or béfore the second’
Wednesday of June in each year.l An act of February 16, 1921 stated "A
record of all receipts and payments of county funds shall be made by the
county treasurer in the county receipts and payments book, prescribed by
the state tax commission, showing in the case of receipts, the date,
source and amount, and in case of payments, the name of the payee, the
voucher number and amount, properly classified according to the uniform
classification prescribed by said commission.!

The county treasurer is:still requircd to keep a record of all receipts
and payments of county funds in a book prescribed by the State Tax Commise-
sion,3 Annually, or oftener. if required, the treasurer renders to the
county commissioners a detailed statement of all sums received and dise
bursed since the last statement.

The treasurer must report to the Stote Tax Commission in regard to
the assessment and collection of taxes.5 Once every three months the
county auditors examine the treasurer's accounts and make a report on the
same to the State Tax Commission, The report of the county treasurer, to
the close of December 3}, is printed with the reports of the other county

officers by the following Feoruary.7

The most important record kept by the trecasurer of Grafton County is
that of county rcoeipts and paymentse Other records kept by this official
include a copy of his rcport to the county commissioners concerning receipts
and deposits, stubs of authorizations to borrow money, stubs of county
notes, copies of town invoices, and an annual record of county tax warrants
sent to the selectmen of the various townse.

The treasurér's records in Grafton County are foéound at the residence
of the treasurer, Harry Se Huckins, 7 Rodgers Street, Plymouths and at the
Woodsville courthouse, Locations at the courthouse consist of the court-
house basement, the clerk of court!s vault, the county commissioners!?
outer office, and the register of deeds! vault., For amnual reports of the
treasurcr, see entries l, 5e

Receipts and Payments

91a GRAFTON COUNTY TREASURERS CASHE BOOK, 1885-1900, 1926--.

7 vols. Prior records missing. Title varies: Record-

County Treasurér, 18851900, 1 vol.; Receipts & Payments

Grafton County, 1926=~34, 3 vols.
Treasurer's record of receipts and paymentse Receipts, show taxcs, county
farm, othery total receipts, date, from whom, particulars, chcck number,
and amount; payments, show datc, amount, and purpose: poo¥ off farm, aid
to soldiers and their families, board and carc of childrcny old agc ossisw=
tance, aid to necedy blind, jail, hospital, county officers (salaories and

l, Laws of New Hompshirc, 9:247 (1823).

2s New Hompshirc Laws of 1921, ¢he 5e

3¢ Publis Laws of Now Hampshirc, che 38, scc. 18 (1926).

Le Ibides che 39, scce 7 (1926).

b - Ihidas oh. 68, ety 11 (1926)a

6« TIbide, Che 35, S0c. 19 (1926); New Hampshire Laws of 1933, che 165
7« Public Laws 6f Now Hampshire, che 4l, scce 7 (1926); New Hmmpuhlrc

Laws_of 1931, che 47.
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gounty Treasurer = Vouchers (924 93)
expenses )y care and supplies for courthouse, superior court expenses (Jjury
payrolls, staté vse payrolls, counsel fee$, stenographer, etcs.y clerk of °
superior court, and sheriff and deputies), registers of deeds and probate,
outlay for construction and equipment, indebtedness (prineipal and interest),
farm bureau, and all other payments (amount and account)e Arre chrone by ;
date of entry, No indexe. Hdwe and hdwe, on ptd. headingse 1 volae, 1885-1900,
35 ppe 10} x 8% x 1%; 3 volse, 1926=34, 200 pp. 11 x 173 x 1 3/4; 3 vols.,
1935-=¢ 275 ppe 19% x 11 x 2%, 1885-1900, bsmts; 1926~3L, clerk of court's Ve
1935==y county commissiohers' outer off,’

For related records, see entries 18, 19.

92+ [ COUNTY TREASURER'S REPORT OF RECEIPTS AND DEPOSITS],
1935m=e 4 volse (l=4)e System begen 1935,

Copy of treasurer'!s report’' to county commissionérs concerning receipts and
depositse Receipts: date, source, particulars, and amount; deposits: date
end amount; date of report, and signature of county treasurer, This report
is recorded in the treasurer's cash book by clerk in county commissioners?
offices Arra chron. by date and numer. thereunder by no. of réporte No
indexs Hdwe 500 ppe 11 x 8% x %o Rese

‘For original records, 1935=-, sece entry 18,

Vouchers

93s TR[easurer'$] VOUCHERS, scattered dates 1788=~1930.

Approxe. 150,000 papers in 134 f. b., 1 bundle (dated).

Prior and subsequent records missing Title varies

slightly.
Date of voucher, name of town, purpose, and asmount of payment; deposition of
averseer of poor; date of payment, signature of payecy and jurate Endorse=
ment: voucher number, name of payee, and slgnatures of county commissioners, .
Also contains:

2. County commissioners' orders for payments, showing names of state,
county, and payee, amount, receipt number, and signatures of
county commissionerse

be Receipted bills from vendors, showing date, purpose, and amount.

Cce Payrolls sent to treasurer for approval: date and term of court,
name of payee, amount, and signature of clerk; and date '
approved by treasurere For related payrolls, 1792-1886, 1936--,
see entry 72, : :

de Cancelled checks: date, canccllation and check numbers, amount, to’
whoms and signature of treasurer. For related rccords, 1923-=-y
sec entry 21,

s Concelled negotiablé orders made out to treasurer by county comnis-
sioners: date, nome of county, amount, meme of payce, pPUrposc,
signatures of county comm1551oncru, nunber of order, and signa-
ture of payces

fo Court orders aen treasurer: date, term, end place of court, amount,,
name of payee, and signature of justice of courte

ge Bank statements; name of bank, daté, in account with, previous
balance, deposits, withdrawals, and present balance.

Arry numers by vouchér nos No indexe Hdwe. and hdwe om ptde formse Feo Day
8% x L x 16%; bundle, 9 x 3 x 3» 133 fe bey 1 bundle,,h 1788-1930, bsmts;
£ £y bey 19011902, deeds Ve
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gounty Treasurer - Authorizations;
County Notes; Tax Assessments
and Receipts; Town Invoices

(94=97)

Authorizations

94e [STUBS OF AUTHORIZATIONS TO BORROW MOFEY], 1931=-s
1 vols System began 1931.

County treasurer's stubs for authorization to borrow money for county, usually
in anticipation of taxes, showing name of county, date of commissioners! meet=
ing, name of justice approving authorization, and date recorded by and name of
clerk of courte Arr, chron, by date of authorization. No index.
ptde forms. 100 ppe 6 3/4 x 16% x 3/4. Res. ;

For duplicate authorizations to borrow money, 193le~, see entry 73.

Hdwe on

County Notes

95+ [STUBS OF COUNTY NOTES]s 193l==s 1 vol.
not kepte
Stubs of county notes issued by authorization of superidr court to borrow
money: name of county, date, number and amount of note, name of purchaser
of note, date note becomes due, and name and address of bank where payable,
Arr, chron, by date of issue, No index. Hdw. on ptde formse 100 ppe
12 x 15 x 3/bs Rese

For duplicate county notes, 193l=-, see entry 7.

Prior records

Tax Assessments and Receipts

96. GRAFTON COUNTY TAX ASSESSLE!T RECORDS, 1794y 1906-=.

2 vols. (dated, 1 vol., 1794; undated, 1 voles 1906~-).

“Prior records missing. Title varies: Grafton

County Tax.
Record of annual county tax warrants sent to selectmen of the various towns
in county, showing date, year of levyy ultimate date of payment, and names
of tovms and amounts assessed cache Receipts: date of payment, amount paid,
ancé nome of town official making poyment (town treasurer), Attested each
yeer by county treasurer as to correotnesse Arre chron. and alphe theréunder

by nome of town. Hdwe 1 voley, 1794, 150 ppe 5% 5 x %; 1 vola, 1906--
145 ppe 104 x 8 x %« 1794, bsmt.; 1906~-, ress

Town Invoices

97. [TO.N INVOICE BOOKS], 1878, 1886« 42 vols. Isolated
record, :

Copies of town invoices in Grafton County: date, list of tovms, names of

resident and non-resident taxpayers, and number of school districte Arr.

numer, by school district and alphe thereunder by name of taxpayers. No

index, Hdwe on ptds forms. 150 pps 8 3/L4 x 11} x %. Bsmt.
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(Next entry 984 pe 124)

XIII. AUDITORS

An act of 1865 provided that the county commissioners were to audit and
allow all accounts for and against the counties except those accounts inei-
dental to the courts, which were allowed by justices of the courts.l

To provide greater safeguards for the county funds end to secure an
impartial audit of the county offices handling public money, the Legislature
of 1872 empowered the county convention to appoint two auditors annually.?
The compilation of 1891 shows thet the two county auditors, one from each of
the two major political parties, were to be appointed biennially by the
county conventicne.3 The power to appoint the county auditors was transferred
to the supreme court Maréh 255 1897, On or before April 1 annually two
auditors for each county, one from each of the two leading political parties,
vere to be appointed. In 1913 the superior court was delegated with the
appointment of auditors -« a power which it retains at the present times>

By a law of 1897, compensation of the auditors was to be determined by
the supreme court.”® The superior court now determines the compensation of
auditorse ! :

The duties of the auditors, when they were instituted in 1872, were to
exemine and certify the accounts of the county commissioners and the treasure:
The county commissioners were to furnish "said auditors all the aid and in=-
formation required by them in the performance of their duties" 48 By the
time of the issuance of the Public Statutes in 1891, the county treasurer
was also required to furnish aid and information to the auditors.? The duty
of the auditors to examine the accounts of the county commissioners and the
treasurer was reaffirmed at that time, and the auditors were to state in
their report whether the sums charged in the accounts for articles purchased
were according to market value, and whether they were used for the county.lO

An enactment of 1897 made provisions for the auditors to audit the
accounts of the county commissioners, superintendent of the county farm, and
the county treasurer, once in three months, The auditors were also to audit,
every three months, the bills of the county commissioners for services and
expenses; and maeke a rceport to the supreme court. However, if the court
should deem an annual or semi-annual audit to be sufficient in any county,
it might so order; or it might direct special audits to be made,1t The com-
missioners were obligated to file with the auditors at each audit a sworn
statement of all outstanding bills.l2

l. New Hampshire Laws of 1865, che 4077, secce 1.

2. Now Hampshire Lows of 1872, che XLIII, sécs 1.

3. Public Statutes of New Hampshire, ¢h. 244 sec. 10 (1891).

Le New Hompshire Laws of 1897, che 87, sece la

5« New Hampshire Lows of 1913, che 130; Public Laws of New Hampshire,
ohs 35; secs 18 (1926). ' :

6. New Hampshirc Laws of 1897, oh. 87, 5¢cCs 3e

Te Public Lows of New Hampshire, che 35, sco. 18 (1926).

8e New Hompshire Laws of 1872, che XLIII, seCse le2.

9« Public Statutés of New Hampshire, che 24, sec. 12 (1891).

10. Ibid., Cho :..’ll., SCCe i (1891)-

1ls New Hampshire Lows of 1897, che 87y sece le

125 Tbiday che 87 scte 26
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Superintendent of the County Farm

(Next entry 98, pe 1214)

Then requested, the county auditors might issue an itemized statement
of the receipts and expenditures of the county, immediately after each audit,
This statement might be published in any or all newspapers in the county,
provided no expense to the county was incurred, Auditors were also to make
an annual report of the county receipts and disbursements to be published in
the printed county reports; with this onnual report they might make such
recommendations. as they considered necessary.l

At present auditors are directed to make reports to the State Tax
Commission upon request from that body.2 In all counties, except Strafford
County, the auditors may direet that a reasonable amount for expenses be
added to the salary of eanch county commissioner.3 Otherwise, the present
dutiei of county auditors are essentially the same as they have been in the
pQSto

The auditors for Grafton County keep no recordse.

For auditors! amnual
reports, see entries U, 5.

XIV. SUPERINTENDERT OF THE COUNTY FARM

The superintendent of the county farm is an official who, in addition
to managing the county farm, serves as head of the house of correction
whenever that institution is located on the same premises as the farme
also has general charge of the county hospitals.

One of the first provisions for the care of the poor was an order of
1643 macde by the court in Exeter:——

He

that Thomas Wardell, William Vinberne, Semuel Walker and Robert
Reade, shall have liberty and authority to search the house or
houses of any person within this jurisdiction, and to teke into
their oustody [anc make] sale of any such corne as they shall
find in them which is more than the party or parties shall have
need of for their own families till harvest next; and provided
that the parties above named make good pay for the said corn
and as good a price as it is generally sold for in the River,
and these parties to dispose of such corn * #% »* unto such

poor people as stend in most need of it, for the best pay they
can make * % %,

By the time of the inauguration of the Dominion of New England there is
a definite mention of the office of overseer of the poor.6 late in 1687 it
was ordered that justices of the peace should care for the goor "in such

manner os by the Laws and Statutes of England is dircctede”( An act of 1692
authorized freeholders to choose overseers of the poors

l. New Hampshire Laws of 1897y cha 87y seca Ls

2, New Hompshirec Laws of 1933, ch. 165.

3¢ Ibides che 1863 New Hampshire Laws of 1935, ch. 154; New Hampshire Laws
of 1937, che 4k,

L, Public Laws of New Hampshire, che 35, secse. 19-25 (1926).

5. Laws of New Hampshire, 1:742 (1643)e

6¢ Ibide, 1:99-100 (1686).

Te Ibideg 1:254-255 (1687).

8! Ibidog 1:526-527 (1692)0
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(Next entry 98, pe 124)

The instructions from the Crown to Edmund Andros in 16861 and again in
1686,2 to Samuel Allen in 1692,3 and to the Earl of Bellgmont in 1697,
recommended the erection of public workhouses in convenient places to provide
employment for the poor of the province,

By 1771 it was necessary to seoure legal aid in handling the disputes
concerning the support of the poory for in that year an act was passed which
provided that three justices of the peace, unus quorum, should settle all
cases brought before them by the selectmen or any interested petitioner, and
penalties were established for disobeying their orders.5 In 1797 paupers,
living in any town of which they were not residents, were forcibly ejected
by warrant from the selectmen; that is, carried to the town or place of _their
last residence, Later, the poor were auctioned off for their support.7
This practice was continued throughout the state well into the nineteenth
century; in Grafton County as late as 1836y for in that year in the town
of Bristol "all_ the poor of the town were struck off to Blake Fowler for
$270 & ok wv,

In 1821 the Levi Woodbury Committee submitted a report to the Legisla-
ture concerning the paupsr situation in the statees This report listed a
ratio of increase of paupers three times faster than the total populations
This calculation was based upon statistics covering the years 1790-18004
The report stated that the only aid European paupers of the sixteenth century
received was voluntarily contributed by monasteries, and commented that ine
stead of limiting dependence, this led to indolence, Thé Committee pointed
out that most of Europe had no civil laws aiding paupers, and censured the

local poor laws as a departure from some of the first principles of political

economy. It stressed the over-generous provisions for the care of paupers
and the lack of discipline o¥ labor "to reform the idle ond vicious", en=-
courasing many "to indulge in indolence, prodigality and vice". It also
urged draostic revision of the laws and the establishment of poor farms and
workshops.9 A number of New Hampshire tovns, including some towns in Grafton

County did establish poor farms.i0

In 1855 a board of county commissioners was established for each county
and was given the custody of all county property together with the responsi-
bility of supporting and maintaining county paupers, subject to the revision
of the court of common pleas.ll By the eighteen-sixties, town almshouses

were giving way to similar county institutions, to which the county commis-

sioners were authorized to cause the removel of county chargese No town was

l. Laws o6f New Hampshire, 1:165 (1686),
2, Ibide, 1:241 (1688).

30 Ibid., 13514 (1692)0

be TIbide, 1:630 (1697).

85 Ibldes 3:551=552 (1771)e

be Ibide, 6:468=469 (1797)e

74 For example, see MSs Plymouth Town Minute Books, Vole 35 pe 202 (1827)s

8y Richard W. Musgrove, History of the Town of Bristols, N. He, (Bristol,
Ne Hey 1904), 162, '

9+ The Levi Woodbury Committee, Report on the Paupers of New Hempshires
3-1h (1821), ; ' '

104

See MS. Lebanon Town Minutée Books, vole 6, ppe 15 18 (1838); MS, Bristol

Town Minute Books, vole 2, ppe 27, 87 (1839); MS Haverhill Town Minute
Books, vole 5y pe 8 (1838).

11, New Hampshire Laws of 1855, che 1659, sece 37
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Superintendent of the County Farm (Next entry 98, pe 121)

to be entitled to compensation for the support of these charges after negleoct=
ing or refusing to comply with the order for their removal to the county
farmsl In 1869 county farms were made exempt from taxation.2

The commissioners had the power to appoint a superintendent for the
county farm and house of correction, and could establish rules and regula=-
tions for the governmént of the sames No punishment was to be inflicted
nexceeding hard labor, or solitary confinement for forty=-eight hours at one
time, or the reasonable correction which a parent may inflict upon a childr.3
These provisions are still in force.

At thc present time the superintendent of the county farm not only has
charge of the farm but also the house of correction and the county hospital
whenever these institutions are located in the same places He is responsible
for the maintenance, well=being, and discipline of the immates. Whenever he
considers it best for the interests of socicty that an inmate be sterilized,
he must have the inmate exomined by two registercd physicians, cnd must send
his and their signed opinion to the county commissioners., Upon receiving
the consent of the latter, he may have such an operation performeds

The superintendent is a large contributor to the printed county reports
and a twenty-five dollar fine may be imposed upon him for failing to make
his report.® He must keep his acocounts in the form prescribed by the State
Tax Commission. :

The Grafton County Farm was purchased in 1866.8 The first ennual
printed report of the superintendent appeared for the year ending April 30,
1879« This report contained a list of the inmates and the length of time
each had been supported. It also contained the following:—

During the past year the attics in the Almshouse have been
finished, affording additional room for fifty immates, increas-
ing the capacity of the Almshouse to two hundred, at a cost of
about $350,00. :

A new schoolhouse has also been built for the use of the
children, at a cost of about one hundred dollars in addition
to the two hundred dollars received from the school districte
There has also been a new picket fence built around the gardens
The above expenditure is included in the cost of support of
paupers on the farm.

Respectfully submitted
I. Ke Georgegl

The superintendent keeps a full record of prisoners'. inmates, end
hospital patients, showing date of admission, name, &age, residencey and other
information. He kecps orders for commitment and finger print cards.

le Now Hampshire Laws of 18604 che 2349,

2, New Hompshire Laws of 1869, che XXXVIIe

3« Public Statutes of New Hampshire, che 27, sece 7 (1891).

Ly Public Laws of Now Hampshirc, ch. 38, secs. 9-10 (1926).

5e lNew Hompshire Laws of 1929, che 138

6e Now Hampshire Laws of 1931, cha LTs

7e New Hampshire Laws of 1933, che 165

8¢ . Fo Whitchor, History of the Town of Haverhill, New Hampshire,
(Concord, 1919), 433,

9« Grafton County Reports 1879, 12.
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(98=101)
Mittimus; Prisoners and Inmates

Financial records include an account of daily transactions at the farm,
showing, in detail, receipts and expenditures; and a record of orders issued
by county commissioners to meet farm expenses,

The records are located in the superintendent's office, first floor,
rooms 345 and 346, second floor, and the ward office of the hospital seotion,
adninistration building; the turnkey's office and basement, Jjail building;
and the register of deeds! vault, Woodsville courthouse,

For annual reports of the superintendent, see entries s 5

Mittimus

98. MITT IMUS. 1931 Ry

Approxe 1400 papers in 1 f. da,
1 wooden chest.

Prior records missing.
Order to sheriff (deputy sheriff or police offiocer) to transfer prisoner
to house of correction or jail, showing complaint, date, by whom issued,
courty disposition, time, costs, commitment, date of order, signature of
clerk of court, attest of officer that conveying order has béen carried out,

statement of fees (cost of serviece, travel, conveyance, copyy and mittimus),
and date of discharge.

Arr, chron. and numer. therecunder by mittimus no.
No indexs Typé¢d on ptds forms. Fe desy 25 x 19'x 17; chest, 2t x 10 x 10,
Chost, 1931-38, jail bsmte; fi dey 1938--, offa, supt,

Prisoners and Inmates

99« PRISONERS ADMITTED~—~HOUSE OF CORRECTION, 1902--.

3 vols. Prior records missinge
Record of prisoners confined in house of correctién: date of admittance,
neme, oagey nationalityy, and residence of prisoner, reason for incarceration,
length of sentence, amount of fine and costs, sex, marital status, absconded

and returned, number of times committed, and dates of expiration ond dise
charge,

Arr. chron. by date of admittance. No indexe "Hdw, on ptd. headings.
70 ppe 17 x 14 x %+ 2 vols., 190234, room 346; 1 vole, 1935--4 turnkey's
offa

100. PRISONERS ADMITTED JAIL, 1902--4 2 vols. Prior
records missing.

Record of prisoners confined in county jail, showing information as in
entry 99e

Arr. chron. by date of incorcerations Ko index. Hdw. on ptd.
headings. 70 pp. 17 x 14 x %« 1 vol., 1902-30, room 346; 1 vols, 1931--,
turnkey's off.

101. PAUPERS ADMITTEL AND DISCHARGED GRAFTON COUNTY FARI,

1868~-, 9 vols. Prior records missing.
Record of persons admitted and discharged from county farm, showing date of
admission, name, age, residence, birthplece, date of birth, sex, color,
Mmarital status, and occupation; names and occupations of parents, number of
times admitted, length of time boarded at county farmy and date of discharges.
Also contains: Grafton County Houspital Register, 1868-1909, entry 113.

Arr, alph, by name of town. No index. Hdw. on ptd. headings. 100 ppe
dex 2% 1,

6 vols., 1868-1932, room 345; 2 vols., 1933-36, room 346;
1 vol., 1937-~, off., supte
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Superintendent of the County Ferm - (102-106)
Financial

102, [FIKGER PRINT CARDS], 1934--. Approx. 300 cards in
1 fo b, System began 1934,

Neme of prisoner, alias, number, color, sex, classification reference, prints
of eight fingers and both thumbs taken simulitaneously, emputations, verified
by, classified by, searched by, signature of prisoner, town from which com=
mitted, court committing, neme of justice, dates of arrest and sentence,
arresting officer, crime, sentence, nationality, personal description, re=-
merks, criminal history, and front and side view photographs. Some cards
contain informetion received from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Iden=-
tification Division. No obvious arre No index. Hdw. and typed on ptde
forms. 12 x 12 x 3. Room 346,

Financial

103. JOURNAL [Receipts and Expenditures], 1882-~, 8 volss
Missing, prior records and 1896, 1917-18.

Record of daily transactions at county farm, showing receipts: date, source,
purpose, amount, and total; peyments: date, to whom, purposc, amount, and
total; balance; and semi-annual audit of accounts: date, place, and certi=-
fication and signatures of auditorse Arr. chron. No indexs Hdwe 2 VolSe,
18821893, 1897-1910, 250 pp. 133 x 8 x 1; L4 vols., 1893-95 1911-16,
1919-33, 250 pp. 10} x 8 x 1; 2 vols., 1933--y 200 pp. 14 x 8 3/LL x 5/8.
2 vols., 1882-95, room 346; 5 volse, 1897-1916, 1919-38, room 345; 1 vol.,
1938--’ offs Supt.

For related records, see entries 21U, 106, For commissioners! orders
to pay county expenses, see entry 104

104s JOURNAL [Commissioners! Orders for County Farm Expenses]j
1902-13, 1922-24. U4 volse Isolated record.

Record of orders issued by county commissioners for county farm expenses,
upkeep, etcs: date, order number, name of payee, purpose, emount, date of
commissioners' meeting, end signatures of commissioners; audits date and
place of audit, and certification and signatures of auditors. Arr. chrone.
by date of order and numer, thereunder by order noe« No index. Hdwe 300 pp.
103 x 8 x 1}. Room 345.

For records of county farm expenses, see entry 103.

105, [PAID BILIS], 1931=32+ Approx. 10,500 bills in 29 file
envelopes, 41 folders, 3 envelopess Prior and subse-
quent records missinga
Paid bills for county farm expenses, showing date, to whom, amount, purpose,
and receipted by. No obvious arrs No index. Hdw. on ptd. forms. File
envelopes, 9 x L x 3; folders, 12 x 9 X }; envelopes, 9% x 4}e Room 346,
For prior related reoords, 1867-91, see entry 23,

106. COUNTY FARM REVENUE, EXPEKSE AND OUTLAY, 1921l. 1 vole.
Isolated record.
County farm recoord of receipts and ¢ xpenditures, showing receipts; date,
name, source, other, and total receipts; expenditures: date, administration
(salaries and payrolls), operation and maintenance of plant, cost of equip-
ment and farming, minor repairs and expenses, health, provisions, and total.
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Superintendent of the County Farm -

Miscellaneous; int
Plans, Specificg ?%ngrln B

(107-112)

Arr. chron. by date of transaction,
11 x 14 x 4. Room 345.

For related records of receipts and expenditures, see entry 103,

Ko index. Hdw. on ptd. headings. 50 pp.

107« [CANCELLED CHECKS AND STUBS], 1923-31. Approx. 500
documents in 1 bundle. Prior and subsequent records
missinge

Contains:

a. Cancelled checks, showing information as in entry 21.

be Check book stubs, showing information as in entry 20,

Arre chron. No index. Hdw., on ptd. forms, 15 x 10 x 1. Room 345.

Miscellaneous

108« JOURNAL [ Inventory of County Farm], scattered dates
1893--s 10 vols., approx. 400 documents in 4 bundles
(dated). Prior records missing.
Numbers and velues of horses, cows, live stock, produce and supplies, farm-
ing tools, and household furniture in farm buildings; almshouse, jail,
house of ocorrection, hospital, and chapel, and summary of totals. Depart-
mentally arre No index, Hdwe. and typeds Vols., 300 pp. 10 x 8% x 1;

bundles, 10 x 8% x 3o 9 vols., 4 bundles, 1893-1916, 1921--, room 345; 1
vole, 1917-20, deeds V.

109. [GUEST REGISTER], 1885-1929, 1 vole Prior records
not kept. Discontinued.
Register of persons visiting county farm on tours of inspection: date, and
names and residences of visitors (ineluding county delegation whose names

appear in groups)e. Arr. chron, by date of visit, No index, Hdw. 150 pp.
11 x 8% x 3. Room 345,

Blue Prints, Plans, Specifications

110, [BLUE PRINTS], 1917. 31 plans,
Blue print plans and speocifications for new buildings at county farm in
Haverhill, N. He These buildings were erected in 1929. Wells and Hudson,
checked by Ae Ty Ge and Ae Eo He Hanover, N, H. Blue prints. Scale
1v:40% 1 plan, 32 x 21; 19 plans, 30 x 22; 11 plans, 34 x 22, Room 345.

111. SPECIFICATIOKS FOR BUILDING NEW GRAFTON COUNTY BUILDIKGS,
July 19294 1 vol. Isolated record.
Specifications for county farm buildings in town of Haverhill submitted by
Wells and Hudson architects and enginéers of Hanover, showing date, proposed
building, instruotions governing bids, and quality of material demanded with
plans, No obvious arr. No index, Typed. 100 pp. 11} x 9 x %.. Room 345.

112, PLAN TO PROPOSED WATER LINE 7O COUNTY FARM, Mar. 1930. 1 map.
Proposed line for water supply to county farm buildings. We. I. Richardson.
Littleton, N. He Black and white, hand dravne Scale 1":400' horizontal;
1%:20" verticale 27 x 17%. Room 345,
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Sealer of Weights and lcasures « 127 =
Commissiorers of Jail Delivery (113)

Hospital Records

113s GRAFTON COUNTY HOSPITAL REGISTER, 1910-=s 3 volss.
1868-1909 in Paupers /dmitted and Discharged Grafton
County Farm, entry 10l.
Date of admittance, name, age, color, sex, residence, birthplace, marital
status, and occupation of paktient; diagnosis of disease, result of treatment,
date of discharge or death, and length of time in hospital.

Arre chrons by
dote of admittance, No index.

Hdw. on ptd. headings. 70 ppe 17 x 14 x 3.
1 voley, 1910-23, room 345; 1 vole, 192434, room 346; 1 voley, 1935e-, ward offe.

XV. SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

By an act of 1718, the provincial Treasurer was to provide one set of
weights and measures, according to the approved Winchester lieasures. The
Exchequer in England accepted those measures and the province was expected to
recognize them as standards Town clerks were required to prove town weights
and measures by the provincial standard and pay to the province. Treasurer a fee
of two pence for every weight and measure thus proved and sealedsl

A law of 1797 directed the Governor and Council to appoint, for each
county, a sealer of weights and measures who was to procure a complete set
of weights and meesures similar to thosé then owned by the state. He was to
prove, at least once in each five years, all scale beams, steelyards, and
other weights and measures brought in from the %‘owns within his county. He
was to determine the scal that he would use, ond file a desoription of it in
the office of the Seorctary of Statc.?2 In 1848 town and county sealers were
required to prove their weights and measures every three years.3 By an enact-
ment of 1860, town sealers were instructed to check their weights and measures

with those of the county sealers, who, in turn, were to check theirs with the
standard weights and measures kept in the office of the Secretary of State.
A law of 1919 abolished the sealer of weights and measures as a county

offices The work of the county sealers was taken over by inspectors responsi-
ble to the State Commissioner of Weights and Measures‘5

No records for the
sealer have been found in Graflton County.

XVI. COMMISSIOKERS OF JAIL DELIVERY

An act of 1828 direoted the Governor and Council to appoint for each
county three commissioners of jeil delivery for a term of five years. Any
two of the commissioners were to possess the same authority possessed by any
two justices of the superior court or court of common pleas to administer
oaths or affirmations to those persons imprisoned on execcutions who 'were
cntitled to take the oath or affirmation. Either of the commissioners, on

l. Laws of New Hampshirc, 2:317 (1718).
2e Ibide, 6:444<lh6 (A797)e

3¢ New Hampshire Lows of 1848, ch. 706.
4e New Hampshire Laws of 1860, che 2339.

5¢ Now Hampshire Laws of 1919, che 149
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Commissioners of Jail Delivery (Next entry Appe 1, pe 129)

application, might take any action comnected with the discharge of a person
imprisoned on execution that could be taken by a justice either of the super-
ior court or court of common pleasel

The original act was amended the following year to provide for the
appointment in Rockinghem County of six commissioners of jail deliverye, Any
commissioner who administered "the oath % % % for the ease and relief
of persons imprisoned for debt" was to make a report to the clerk of the
court of common pleass,

Grafton County had commissioners of jail delivery by 1831, but no trace
of such officials can be found in that county for any year subsequent to
1835.3 The law establishing commissioners of jail delivery was repealed by
the Revised Statutese¥ o records of thic office have been found in Grafton

Coun‘l:y.

1. Laws 6f New Hompshire, 9:796=797 (1828).

20 Ibido. 9:875—876 (1829)-
3¢ New Hampshire Register 1832, 22; New Hompshire Register 1836, 57s

L. Revised Statutes of New Hampshire, ch. 230 (1842).
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APPENDIX

1. DEED OF PHILIP, INDIAN CHIEF, 1796. 1% ppe.
Copy of originel deed of Indian Chief Philip deeding certain tracts of lands,
lakes, end islands to Thomes Eames, in the region beginning at the mouth of
the Ammonoosuc River, running into Maine, and back to the beginning; he
reserved the rights for himself and his successors to hunt, fish, and plant
on said territories. Deed was signed by Philip and his two squaws— Molley
Messell and Mooseleck Sussop, thus (x). Deed made June 8, 1796; recorded
Nove 22, 1796s Typed. Vole 23, pps 174=175¢ 18 x 12. Register of deeds! v.

. 2« [WILL OF ELEAZAR WHEELOCK], 1779 U4 ppe

Typewritten copy of original will of Eleazar Wheelock, founder and first
president of Dartmouth College, in which President Wheelock makes bequests
to his wife, sons, and Moor's Indian Charity School; frees his slaves;
provides support for his successors; and bequeaths to them his "chariot®
presented to him by John Thornton of London. Inner probate ve

3« SHERIFFS ACCOUNTS, 1818=32. 1 vol, (1818),
Isolated record, '
Accounts of sheriff Amos Ae. Brewster, showihg date, name and residence of
person indebtedy and nature and amount of account. Col. Amos A, Brewster
erected in 1813 the Dartmouth Hotel, now the Hanover Inn. Arr. chron. by

date of account, No index. Hdw. 100 pp. 7% x 6} x %. Bsmt, v., Baker
Library, Hanovery, Ne He

Le BAR ASS'N LETTERS & C., scattered dates 1774=1895¢

Approxe. 1,000 papers in 1 f4 be (A)e Isolated

record,
Menuscript material gathered for publication in Grafton and Coos Bar Associa=-
tion Reports: culogies upon and sketches of the lives of prominent attorneys;
constitution of the Coos and Grafton Bar Association; and letters relative
to early court history in @Grafton County, the makeup of the courts and inci-
dents in regard to the judiciary., Some examples of harsh justice in the
early years of the county's history: In 1774, on an indictment for forgery,
the respondent was tried and found guilty by a jury without leaving their
seats: the prisoner was sentenced to be set in the pillory and there have
one of his ears cut off, and be imprisoned for one year or "mainprize &
pay costs of prosecution &c &o"e In 1775, for stealing one yard of fshallen"
(shalloon) value three shillings, the s entence was a fine to the King of
ten shillings or ten stripes on the naked back from the common whipper, and
also payment to the complainant of nine shillingsy treble the value of goods
stoleny and costs; in default of payment of the nine shillings and costs,
the prisoner was to be sold in servitude by the complainant to any of his
"Mejesty liege subjects" for the term of six months, In 1783 upon convietion
for counterfleiting the offender was sentenced to sit in the pillory one hour,
have one ear out off, be imprisoned one year, and furnish bail of 200 pounds
for good behaviér for two years more. In 1796 "A Transient person, for
Horse Stealing", was sentenced to "be marked with a Indian Ink * * % acros
the forehead from hair of the temple on one side to the hair of the temple
on the other side, and write a line from the ccnter of the line aforesaid to
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Appendix (5,6)

the tip end of the nose on the most prominent pert thereof & pay to the said
(complainant] the sum of one and seventy dollars being two fold the value

of the mare stolen &c & and stand committed & &c"s In 1797 for stealing
goods the culprit was sentenced to "be whipped 30 stripes on his naked

back * % * stand 2 hours in the pillory * * % be imprisoned 6 .
months * * * pay [a sum to complainant] & costs of prosecution #* » # &
in default * * =% said (complainant] have liberty to dispose of the said
[prisoner] in service to any citizen of the United States for the term of
two years & stand committed &c &o", At the same term of court a person cone
victed of horse stealing, in default of fine and costsy was "to be disposed
of in Service to any Citizen of U, S, for four. years", No obvious arr.

No indexs HdWe, and hdw. and typed on ptde formss 16 x 4 x 7. Bsmbs
shelves, courthouse,

5¢ BAR ASSOCIATION [Reports], scattered dates 1891-98,
7 volse 1Isolated record,
Record of trials, court histories, lives and letters of lowyers, early
incidents, and other matters of interests Arre. chrone No indexs Ftd.
600 ppe. 9% x 6 x 1, Bsmt, strm., courthouse,

6e BAR RECORDS-RECORDS OF THE BAR IN THE COUNTY OF

GRAFTON, STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, 1788.1828, 1

vol. Subsequent records missing. -
Articles voted upon in the formation of the har essociation, June 1788;
end minutes of meetings held: date, time um place of meeting, business
transacted, reports and recommendations of committeegs, ancd notices of court
to law offices to receive students. Arre chron. by date of meetings No
indexe Hdwe 171 ppe 8 x 7 3/k x }e V., clerk of courte
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CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX TO RECORDS

(All numbers refer to entries, A record entry number is
listed under each decade which the record covers in full
or in part. An entry number is underlined to call at-
tention to the initial appearance of the record; the last
listing of the entry number indicates the decade within
which the record endse)

I771-1780
Ié 30¢ 324 .3.4.1’ :&31 .._v' 49, 5.1'.5.5.1 _..h..t ._ﬁv .zu

1781-1790

B81=804. APPey 2 4

16 30, 32 3)4'7 l"3. 46 1499 51"53' 61‘-, 65’ 799 81"85! __2, Appe, L’-’ _é

1791-1800
l 16 30 32 34' L}'BQ 46 Ll'99 51“55’ 61}-. 65' _?29 79‘ 81"859 93. _zé_g
APP-g 1o b, 6

18011810
1, 16' 301 32' 34' 43’ 46' 49. 51"5.59 659 72' 799 81"'859 §.8_, 931
Appe, 4y 6

1811-1820

1 16 30 32 314' 14-39 )-I-é A-__t 49. 51"550 65; 72, 790 81"851 889 930
APPH 38 4, 6

18211830

1, 16, 30, 32, 34, 43¢ 46y, 47y 49, 51=55, 65, 72, 79, 81=-85, 88, 93,
APP-. 39 149 6

1831-1840
1 161 __4_! 279 30, 32 31"-1 43: 46 47’ _l'_l'§_’ 49’ 51"5.5g 6' 659 _6_7_'
72, 79, 81"55. 88, 934 Appes 3 l-|-9

1841=1850

1, 16, 24, 30, 32, 3k, L3, 46=49, 51-56, 65, 67, 72, ;7_8.’ 79s 81=85,
88y 93, Appes 4

1851~1860
1v _3- __1 16 17; 214-! 300 329 34' 69 hB’ 11-6"490 _59_9 51"56' 659 67.
Ty 106 7% 81= =85, 88, 93, Apps, L

1861-1870
l b’ 6 11 16 171 22 _‘39 2‘-'-; 30 32 3’4 25' 36 hB! h6‘56 _5__!
65, O T T 80, 81-85, 88, 93, 101, App., 4

1871-1880

1, Ll'! 51 6 11, 16 17, 22"2141 2_6.. 30, 32, 3&"36 1430 46'571 65| 67!
68 265 s T2, 77, 78, 79, 81=85, 88, 93s 97, 101, Appe, L

E
B

SL T RSN




chronological Index (1881-1940)
to Records

1881-1890
1' 4'6‘ 119 169 17! 22: 239 26’ 309 32s 3’4"36% LFB; }-l~6"579 651 67!
68' 70-“‘72a 77"859 st ,9__1,9 93, 97 101, _1_9_3,, _1-_()__9_- Appey b

1891-1900 .

1, 2, 4, 5 11, 16, 17, 22, 23, 25, 26, 30, 32, 33,..34=36, 37, 43 L,
L8-57, 65, 67, 68, T0, T2y T2y TTs T2 81-85, 88, 91, 93, 101, 103,
108, 109, Appes b4y 2

1901-1910
1, L‘-’ 51 16’ 17, _2_90 22, 259 269 2_@_. 30, 33"37v 2@_’ }4'33 48"57, 5_8_’
220 659 67v 68' 70-T2, 759 79"‘85u §_é' _8_21 88’ 93 96! _9_2v _:_]-_O_Qs
101, 103, lok4, 108, 109, 113

1911-1920
1’ 4. 59 160 17. 20, 25’ 279 30, 33“38’ 12’ _LI-_Q: L’-B’ lLBs 50"'55s 581
59, 60, 65, 67, 68y 69, 70 -T2, T5s 80-88, 89, 90, 93, 96, 99-101,
103, 104, 108, 109, 110, 113

1921-1930
lv Ll-’ 5’ 169 _1_2’ 2_];9 259 _2_9_t 30o 33“}40,}‘3' !;Llh stQ 50, 52"551
58'601 65’ _6__6_| 67'729 75’ _7_6,' 80“91’ 93 960 99-101, 103» 10k, _]-_Q_é’
107, 108, 109, 111, 112, 113

1931-1940
1, b, 5y .Z'_},(_)_’ ,l_z_"‘_];i’ 160 l-_@.v 19, 21, 27, 30, 3_];_’ 33‘40y Q;}_o %2_’
15 by U5, BB, 50, 52-55, 50-60, 61-63, 65-T2y 13s Tk 20 T0s
80-91, 92, 9, 95, 965 98, 99-101, 102, 103, 105, 107, 108, 113

E
B
E
-
E
E
E
2=
B
B




- 135 -

SUBJECT INDEX TO INVERTORY

(Aba=4ss)

Numbers underlined indicate page numbers., Numbers not underlined

indicate entry numbers.

Abatements
of nuisances, 71, Az
petitions, 52
taxy 69, ba
inheritance, 92
Abbreviations, symbels, and explana-
tory notes used in inventory,
'»6 .
Acuceny, daverhlll, 22
Accessibility, hous1ng and care of
records, 22-26
Accounts -
See also Financial
adjustment of partnership, 52
probate, 81, 84, 85
Act of county organization, 4, 14,
16, 17, 48, %8, 60, 61, 6L, 88,
93, 100, 113
Adjustments
of partnership, 52
probaté records, 81, 84, 85
of title, 52
Administration
county, 1llh,
letters of, 88, 22, 81, 8l 85
Administrators
inheritance tax book, 86
probate records, 95, 81, 84, 85
index, 82
Adoption, see Children
Advertisements of tex sales, 34
Aerial tramway, 9
Affidavits, 71, 52
relief, 40, 6
Agent
Agricultural Extension, 29
to care for poor, 17
probate, 81, 84, 85
Agreements, 3L, 52
Agricultural Extension Agent, 29
Agriculture, 9
State Commissioner ofy 53, 112
Airports, acquisition of, 39
Albany, 7, 12
Aldermen, ié_— 83

Alexandriay settlement map of, 10

Alimony, petitions for, 67
Allen, Governor Samuel, 80, 995 122
Allowance’

Jjeilers, 36

petitions for, 67

to widow(er), 81, 84y 85
Almshouse, 25, 122

See also Farm, county
Jmmonoosuc River, 9y App. 1

Andros, Governor Edmund, 81, 99, 122

Androscoggin Rlver, 63
Animals
demage awards, 83
impounded, 83
Appeals, 52
from justice of peace, 63
from probate, 89, 81, 8L, 85
from selectments de¢isions, 35
from superior éourt, 66
Appearance slips, attorneysy 52
Appointments
of county officérs, 18-21
deputy sheriffs, 18-21, 101, 88
of fire wardens in unincorporated
places, 36
of police in unincorporated places

probate court, 81, 84, 85
superior court, 52
of trustees, 34
Appraisals
of real estate, 38, 25
court, 71, 5
Appraisers, appointments and inven-
tories, 81, 84y 85
Apprehension of criminals, 39, 115
Appropriations, ég, 2%
Apthorp Reservoir Company, 39
Asreay, Grafton County, 9 :
Ashlend, settlement map of, 10
Assessment records, 96
Assessors, 5S4y 95
Assets, sec Financial
Assignments of dower-homestead, 81,

84, 85
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Subject Index to Inventory (AtteCha)
Attachments Blue prints, 29, 37, 110
petitions, 71, 52 Bonds, 22
of real éstate, 51 bail, 65 ;
writs ofy 250, 39 54 benk, to secure county funds, 68
index, 4O issuance of county, 28, 36, 38,
sheriff's copy, 87b 39, 115
Attorney jail, 53c
appearance slips, 52 of probate agents, 8l, 84, 85
-General, 16, 108-112, 89 surety, lée
power of, 52, 34 Boscaweén,
prosecuting, see Solieitor Boston, Massachusetts, 64, 88
Auditors, jﬁ, 117, 120, 121 : Boundaries, 7, 9
appointments of} 17, 18, 21, 29, map of changes of, 12
67, 120 Brewster, Colonel Amos. Ae, Apps 3
reports, 40, 121, 4 : Bridgewater, settlement map of, 10
Authorizations to borrow money, Bristol, settlement map of, 10
29 39 67y 1 Budget, see Financial
duplicates, 73 Building :
stubs, 117, 94 committee, report, 2
Autopsies, 108 inspectors, 69 - :
records, 89 Buildingé, county, lh, 29, 36, 91 g
Awards, demage, see De.ma.re awards Burleigh, Alvin, 23
Bail bonds, 65 Burton, (Albany), 7, 12 E
Bailey, Colonel Jacob, 3 Cadavers, permit for use of, 3_§ F
Baker, Lieutenant Thomas, 3 Caledonia County, Vermont, g %
Baker Cempton, 3, 6, 12 ;,;
Memorial Library, 86, 79, Appe 3 settlement map of, 10 £
Pondy 3 Canaan, 4, 5
Baker's River, 3 settlement map of, 10
Bank Connon’ Mountain, ' 9
bond to secure county funds, 68 Cepiasy writs of,'l]_._. 52
Commissioners, €8 Cardigan (Orange), 5
deposits, 116, 18 Care, housing and accessibility
statements, 93g ' of records, 22«26
Bar Associution, Grafton County, Carroll County, 7y 9
Appe b4y 59 6 Cemeteries, oarc of, 39
list of members, 71, 48 Certificates, probate, ', 81, 8L, 85
Batcheldor, Albert S 88 Chamberlain, Richard, 47
Bath, settlement map of, LC_) Change of name, 93
Belknap County, 9 probate records, 95, 81, 84, 85
Bellomont, Earl of, 122 index, 96, 83
Bennington, Vermont, 6 Charles II; 47 g
Benton, 9 = Charlestown, 4 E
settlemént mep of, 10 Ghard %
Bethlehem, settlement map of, 10 of county officers £
Bills in 1773, 19 £
See also Financial in 1850, 20 E
court costs, 52 present day, 21
in equity, 71 development of superior dourt, =
Blackwell, John, 47 30
Blind aid, se¢e Relief Chattéls, petitions to sell, 81,
84y 85




Subject Index to Inventory

Checks
cancelled, 16D, 21, 93d
stubs, 20 :
Cheshire County, 4, 5, 13
mep of, in 1771, 11
Children
adoption of, 93
probate papers, 81, 84, 85
index, 96, 83
delingueney of, 37
dependenty 37, 91
guardians of,
probate records, 81, 84, 85
indenturcs, 6bc
orphaned, 36
of paupers, 36
petitions for custody of, 67
placement o6f, 7b, 12
posthunous, "rights of, 90
Church, first, in county, 4
Circuit court, 15, 62
Citations, probatc, 81, 84, 85
Citizenship, seec Naturalization
City elerk, 85
Civil ocases
dockets, Lliy 45
index, 18, 42
Jjustice of peace, 79
Jjudgments, supreme judicial
court, 49
Claims
county, 37, 112
pauper, 37, 40, 11, 17
Codicils sec Wills
Commissary of prisoncrs, 103
Commissioners
of Agriculturc, __3_, 112
Bank, 68

=137 -

board of county, 14, 23, 24, 28,
32-40. 19, 67, 68, 71, 82, 9k,

109, 112, 113, e
accounts, audit of, 38, 120
auditing powers, 17

authorizations to borrow money,

29, 39 1
bills, 40, 52

comnittee to investigate, 30
correspondence, 1lb6a, 25d
disbursements, 24
election of, 18, 21, 32, ‘ﬁz
location of records. 2 0

(Che=Con)

Commissioners
board of county (continued)
old age assistance liens, 41
orders, 40, 116, 124, 17, 93a
cancelled, 93e :
for farm expensés, 104 -
pauper claims, 37, 40, 11, 17
relief
orders, 16
record, 10
reportsy 4
sheriff's accounts, 104
vouchers, 23
of insolvency, probaste records,
81, 84, 85
indexy 82
of Insurance, 69
of jail delivery, 16, 127, 128
of Labor, 39, 69 ° :
of Motor Vehlcles, 69 70
of Reilroads, 33
of railroads (county) 33, 63
roads, see Road Commissioners
small ceuses, (province) 80
of weights and measures, 127
Committee
building, report, 2
to estimate county toxes, 28

to investigate coun’cy commission-

ersy 30

to lay out highways, 59

to purchase county farm, 2
Complaints and warrants, 554 79
Compromise=partnership, petitions

flory 81, 8l 85
Confiscation :

of estates, 66, 90

of liquor, 106, 115

of vessels and cargoes, 103
Congress

Continental, 6

Fourth Provincial, 4, é, 48
Conneouout, L

New, ‘5, 6

River, 3, én D

Valley, 6, 7, 9 15
Conoervators. _9_3

deeds, 34

probate records, 81, 84, 85
Constables, 82




Subject Index to Inventory

Constitution of New Hampshire
of 1776, 54 48, 60, 113
of 1784, &b, 80, 104
of 1792, 58, 49, &7» 8L, 85 89,
99, 101, 407
1877 emendment, 86
Continental Congress, _é
Conventién, county, 13, 22, 24,
28-31, 36, 38, 11}
appointment of auditors, 120
appropriations, 62, 25e

authorization to borrow money, 39,1

election of delegates, 18, 21, 28
location of records, 26, 31
minutes of meetings, 31, 1, L4
payments, 25e
reports, 39

Coos County, 7, 9» 65
Bar Association, App. 4
boundary changes, map, 12
solicitor, 110

Coosuck Indians, 3

Conway, Ty 12

Coroner, 16, 105, 107-109
appmntment 20
bond, 63
inquests, 85, 108, 52
province, 13

Corporations, liquidations of, 70,
34

Correspondence
clerk of Superior Court, 78b
Commisgioners'y léa, 25d
relief, Ta

Costs of court, 67, 52 .79

County
administration, 14, 32
commissioners, see Commissioners,
board of
convention, see Convention
criery see Crier
division in New Hempshire, L, 13
farm, see Farm, county
highways, inter--, 67, 68
hospitaly see hospltal, county
offiicers, provlnce, Soie
organization, act or, 4, 1lhi 16,
17! 48! _)80 é_Q- _é_];, _é_’-_l;’ _8_§! _ﬁv
lOO _]i.'i

reports, other than Grafton, b5,
90

(Con=Cri)
Court, 4, 13

of ¢ommon pleas, __5, 22, 28, 32~35
g-__’ O‘A’ 71' 86 101’ 102’ __2’

116y 116, 122
casesy, 52
chart,
clerk, 31, 62, 6l, 86, 128
appointment, 19, 2_9_
fines and forfeitures, 103
Justices, 127, 128
appointments of, 19, 20, 62
purchase of county farm, _2_!4_
costs, 79
bills fory: 52
collection of, 67
of equity, see Superior oourt
established in Grafton County,
Uy B
of genéral sessions of the peace,
1416, __3, 28, 48, 59-61, 61;,
66y T1, 83, 105, 113, 116 116; 117
- auditing powers, 17
cases, 52
chart, %8_
clerk, 61, 64
maritime, 103
municipal, 70
orders on tréasurer, 93f
organization, 1l4=-16
payrolls, 72
police, 65
superior, see Superior court
Supreme, E:e__-g_Supreme Court;
Supreme Jjudicial court
Courthouse’
expenses, 91
first, 28, 25
heating apparatius, 25c
North Haverhill, 25
Plymouth, 23, 2
Woodsville, 14, 22, 23, 2
Cranfield, Licutecnant=Governor
EdWard, A»‘_?. 80, 99 :
Crier, county, 16, 101, 102-106
Sec also Sheriff
Crime, statistics, 112
Criminal (State) cases, dockets
4l 45
index, 18, 42
justice of peace, 79
Criminals, apprehension ofy, 39, 115

L ALY, 10 ARG LA A
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Subject Index to Inventory

Cullérs and viewers of staves, 59
Cutt, John, 88
Deiry farmlng,
Dameage awards, .3-7, i, 52
animals, _8_3
conservation of fish, 70
highway, 33, 35 68
petitions for, g_, 63

reilroad, 33, 63
water=works, 39

Danbury, 7, 12
Dertmouth, Earl of. e
Dartmouth, (town) 6
Dartmouth College, 7, 8, 86
79s App. 2
"Case', .8_
charter, 7
first commencement, 8
Medical Department, 109
Winter Carnival, 9
Dartmouth College Plain, 6
Dartmouth Hotely, Appe 3
Dertmouth University, 8
De bonis non, petit tions and letters
ofy. 81 8l 85
Decreés for distribution to helrs,
8l, 8L, 85
Dedimus potestatum, petition fory
8l 8l 85
Deed
Chief Philip's, Appe 1
of land sold to county, 25m
Deeds
administrators, 34
grantor-grantee index to, 30=32
Indiﬂ.n' -[Lé’ ﬂ
mortgages 34
quit=-claim, Sy 34
register of, seé Register of deeds
tax collectar 's, 34
warranty, S4e 3L
Deerfield, Massachusetts, 3
Delepation, see Convention, county
Depositions, trustees, - :
Deputy sheriff's, appointments of'y
18"21, 101, 88
Dis oursemcntg, see Financial
Dissolvéd school 1 districts, 84
Divorcey 67 :
libels fon, 11, 5
petitions for, 67

(Cul-Est)

Docketsy 71
civil, equity and state cases;
s 5
index, 18, 42
justice of péaces 79
neturalization, 56
printed, 71, 48
probate, _?—E, 80
sheriffts, 87
superior court, 43, L6
waste, 47
Documents
superior court, 52
probate court, 81-85
Dominion of Néw Englend, 61, 6l
80, 85, 86, 88, 93, 99y 121
Dorohésters settlemcnt map ofy 10
Dover, 47, 80
Dower and homestead, 95
probate documents, 3k, 81y Bls 85
right$ of insane, 92
Dresden, 6 : :
Dudley, Premdent Joseph, 47, 6L
Eames
Jeremigh, 31
Thomas, Appe 1
Easton, settlement map of, 10
Elections, 83, 104, 112, 67, 68
of county officers, 18-21
Ellsworth, settlement map ) of 10
Emergency Relief Admlnls tration
orders, 15 °
Eminent domaing’ 09, 674 T
petitions for, 39, ok Bh
Enfield, 4y 5 & 6, 12
settlement map ofy 10
Entry book, register of deeds, 35
Equity
bills in, 71
dookets’ of, casese Uly L5
index, 42
judgments, 50
powers ofy, 70
Estates, administratioh of
of condemndd pérsonsy 91
confiscated, 66y 90 "~
index to documonts, 96, 82, 83
intestatc, 90, 81y’ 8L, 85
of missing personse 91
of non-residents, 91, 92
probate records, _é, 80-86

g
&l
£
=
B
5

e

AR TN AN AL

FREATIIBAE .




« 140 =

Subject Index to Inventory

Evidence and exhibits, county court
oases,y 52
Executions
against county, 116
real cstatey 5l -
writs of, 34, 53, 79
Executors, 91°
inventories, 95
probate rocordu. 81, 84, 85
index, 62°
Exctery 6, 61, 80, 121°
Congrcsg, 1773— h, S &_
Exhibits~cvidence, county court
cascs, 52
Explanatory notes, abbreviations and
symbols uscd in inventory, 26, 27
Extradition warrants, 70 Al
Farm
burcau, rcéeipts and payments, 91
county, 13, 25 26, 121-12}
blucprints, 110
building specifications, 111
carc of poor offy 124 9L
cheeks
canceclled, 107a
stubs, 107b
disbursement rccords, 24
guest register, 109
heating systoem 25b, 29
inventory, 108 °
lease of quarry, 25J
list of inmates, 4, 101°
location of rccords, 25, 124
purchase of, 24, 25, 3
rceeipts and disbursements, 121
12k, 103y 106
removal of paupers, petltlons, e
revenue, 106
superintendent of, 17, 3_1
lz1-124
app01ntment ofy 18, 21, 123
audit of accounts, 120
as jailer, 105
reports, 39, g;_, 123, &4
vouchers, 23
water line plan, 112
town poory 13, 17, 122
Federal :
Bureau of Investigation, 102
prisoners, 103

(Evi-Fin)

Fees
counsel, 91
for inquests, 109
justice of the peace, 81
for motor vehicle permits in
unincorporated places, 1ll4
for proving weights and measures,
127
for recording of deeds, 48, 49,
38, 39
for release of impounded animals,
83 : :
of sheriff and orler, 1o0l, 102
witness, 52
Ferry service ratés, 61
Fidelity, oath of, 84
Fifth Judicial District, 65
Financial accounts
appropriations, 2%
assets, 25f
authorizations to borrow money,
29y 39 675 1
bank
bond to secure county funds,
68
deposits, 116, 18
statcments, 93g
bills, 113

county
commissioners, 40y 52
farm, 105

paid, 25k

reliocfy 116, 16
vendors, recelpted, 93b
bonds 4 39 22
issuag—c:e %?, 284 36, 115
budget, 1, 4
checks ? :
cancelled, 16b, 21, 93d, 107a
stubsy 20, 107b °
disbursements, 121, 71

farm. ___LL, 2[[.

expenditurcs, —Z& Le 19, 103
form, 104, 1
relief’ 13

indobtedness, 25Fs 91
journaly 17, 70
ledgers, 18, 71
liebilitiés, 25F
notesy Thy 75
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Subject Index to Inventory

Financial accounts (contlnued)
orders
county commissioners', 40, 116,
1_2_4_’ 17, 93a,c
Emergoney Relief Administration,
15
farm, 104
relief, 16
on treasurer, 38, 62
organization, 16
payments, 38, 25,1y 91
payrolls, 72, 93c
poLty cash booky 70 °
receipts, 38, 121, 4, 18, 25f, 91
farm, "124, 103, 106
rccords, ao, 70-76
revenue, farm, 106 °
statements, 39, 116, 25g °
to State Tax Commission, 36, 25f
vouchers, 23
trcasurcrts 76, 93
Plneo’ 79
collcotion of, 67, 103, 104
Finger print cards, 123, 102
Firc wardens in unincorporated
placcs, 36 ‘ :

Food and drug law, violation of, 111

Forcclosurcs, sco Mortgages
Forecst
firc' control, 112
land, classificd,
Forfciturcs, collcetion ofy 103, loh
Fourth Provincial Congrcss, lL, 5 lq.o
Franconia Range, 9
Franconia, sottlement map of, 10
Frenchy Hollis, 29
French and Indian Wars, 3
Frisbie, Leviy 8
Fugitive slaves, __é, 105
Cagersy 59
General Assembly, 47, 48, 83
dissatisfaction of towno with,
L-6 |
General Court, 85, 86, 90
Gilman, Hahala, 7, 12
Goods and chattelsy petitions to
sell, 81, 84, 85 ‘
Governmental orgamzatlon, _3-18
Governor, 70 :

and Council, 4y 13, lhs 60, £3,
67, 80

(Fin-Gun)

Governor - 1
and Couneil (contmued)
officers appointed by, _l§_;21, 32,

e meme? ewl? S e e

province, 81, 88
Grafton County
arca, 9
Bar Association, list of members,
iy 485 "Appe Ly 53
boundarles, Ty
map of cha.nges ofy 12
buildings, 14, 29, 36, e 91
historical sketch, 3=9
Hospital Register, 113 °
incorporation ofy 6, 88, 107, 110
legislative powers, 14
map :
in 197, i1
present day, 12
settlement ofy 10
officers, (see individual officers)
charts, 19-21
plans, 37
population, 9
real estate, 29, 306, 2584fyn0
reports, annual printed, 30,
38-40, 104, 112, Lp
seat, 22
settlements in, 3s 4
towns, 10
Grafton, (fown) 5
settlement map of, 10
Grand jury, 105
Grentham, 6, 12
Gra.ntor-grantee index, 53, 30~32
Gray, Samuel, 8
Great Britain, peace treaty with
Unlted States, 90
Great Island (Néw Castle) 6l
Grecn Mountains, 6
Gristemill, firsty 3
Groton, séttlement map of, 10
Guardians, 92 :
appointment ofy, 92, 93
deedsy 34
inventories, 95
probate rcoords ofy 81, 84, 85
index, 82 ° -
Guést Ropistory éounty farme 109
" Gunpowder Plotf, 102
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Subject Index to Inventory

Habeas ¢orpus, writs of, 70
Honovery Ly 5, T
See also Dartmouth College
Tnn, App. 3
settlement map of, 10
Haverhill, 3, 4, 1li, 25. 31, 61, 62
Academy, 22
courthouse, 22, 25
highway accounts, 6b
jaily 22, 25
lerary, 23
settlemént nep of, 10
Vlll&"‘p' c.r_, 25 :
Haverhill, Iua..‘SQChU.setts, J)
Hawkerd licenses, 61
Hazen, Captain John. 3
Hebron, 4
settlement mep ofy 10
Helrs, probate recordg of'y 3y 81,
84, 85
Highways, L, 13, 14, j__, 15
committee to lay outy 59
damage awards, 32, 35 68
petitions, jg _2_
inter-countyy 67, 68 -
petitions, 32, gg._, .'_3‘5, 63, 67,
68y 71y 25hy 524 6
rights of way, 61
state aid, jzij_;
surveyors, 0b
taxes, 6b
in u.nincorporated places, 35, 68
Hill, 7, 12
Hlllsborourh County, 13
mep ofy 1771, 11
Historical sketch, grafton County,
L e
Holderness, o, 12
settlement ) mep p of, 10
Homestead and dower, _‘?j
probate documents, 34, 81, 84, 85
Horse-racing, 112
Hospital"®
county, 25, 123
receipts and payments, 91
Register, 113
reports, L
superintendent, 121
appointment of y 21
State, 67 :

(Hab-1Inj)

House of cofrection
mester of, eppointmeént, 36
record 6f prisoners, L|., 99
reports, 4
superintendent of, 37, 121

appointment of, 21, 123

suppofrt of prisoners at, 25m

Housing, care and accessibility of
records, 22-26

Hubbard, Allan, 29

Huckins, Harry Sey 25 117

Hurd, Johng 49

Income tax, 115

Incompatibility of office, 34y 49
100, 110

Incorporatlon of Grafton County,
6, 88, 107, 110

Indebtedness, sse Financial

Indentures, bc¢

Index
civil, ‘equity and criminal (state)
cases, 42

discharged mortgages, 33
dOCketo' 18, 42 :
naturalization, 56
medical referees! réports, 90
probate records, 96, 82, 83
register o6f deedsy 53
general,
grantor-grontee, 30=~32
to writs of attachments, 40
Indian
charity schoodls, 7y 8
Chief Philip,s Appe 1
deeds, 46, 47
expeditions, 3 -
French and, War, 3
tribes, 3
Indictments, 71, 52
Industriess 3
Inferior court of common pleas,
see Court of common pleés
Information, petitions for, 52
Inheritance
English law of, 90
tax, 92
book, 86
recordy 96
Injunétion, petitions and writs,

n, =
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Subjeet Index to Inventory

Inquests, 85, 108, 52

Inquisitions, petitions and warrants

Pory 81, 8L 85
Insane, 67

commitment of, 92

guardians of

appointments of,
probate records, 81, 84, 85

Insolvency sec Commissioners of

insolvency
Insurance

Commissioncr, 69 °

policiés, 1be, 2 213 27

record, 28 '
Intcr-county highways, 67, 68
Intestate estates, probate records

ofy _?_9_9 81, 84,y 85
Inventories, 34

county farm, 108

of county property, 26

probaté. _?j"al’ 81-'-, 85
Invoices, town, X17, 97
Ipswich, Massachusetts, 47
Iron-mill, first in state, 66
Jail

bonds, 53¢

dclivery, commissioners of, 16,

127,128

firsty 225 25

Haverhill, 22, 25

Plymouth, 23

Portsmouth, 104

recocipts and payments, 91

rccord of prisoners, 100

removal of prisoners, 67

reports, 4

superintendent, appointment of, 2l

support of prisoners aty 25m
Jailersy 105

allowance to, 36

auditing of claims, 63
Johnston

Colonel Charles, 22

Michaél, 3
Journal, see Financial
Judgmentsy 17y 71, 52

equity, 50

sessiony 51

supreme judicial court, 49
Judicisl orgenization, 14-16

Jurors, 105

(Ing-Lig)

Jury
coroner's 107
payrolls, 71, 16d, 52, ‘91
Justice of the peéce, 15, 51, 65,
70, 80-86, 105, 107, 121, 122
appeals from, 63’
certifidates, 81, 84, 85
dockets, 79
list ofy 79
location of records, 86, 79
Juvenile delinquency, 37
See also Children
Kimball
Deniel Pey 25
Dudley Cey 25
King's Attorney, 110
Labor, Commissioner ofg ig, 69
Laconia State Séhooly 37
commitment to, 92, 81, 84y 85
Leke Winnipesaukee,
Landaff, settlement map ofy, 10°
Land titles, settlement of, 71, 52
Lew enforoement, 16
Leasesy " 34°
Lebenon, 4y 5
superior court sessions aty 23
settlément mep of, 10°
Lebanon, Connecticut, 7, 8
Ledger, see Financial
Legatees, receipts, 3k
Letters, probate, 88, 81, 84, 85
Liabilities, see Finanéial
Libels for divorce, 71, 52
Library
distriets, 69
Haverhill, 23
Statey 2y 20 29, 40y 50
Young Ladies, Assoclatlon, _2_3
Liconses -
hawkersy, e ddlérsy showmen, 61
liquor, 59y 60, 63
motor Vehiclo, 69
pipe line, 54
probate, 81, 84, 85
rights of way, 34
tavérn, 59, 60
Liensy 34
old age assistanccy 41
real éstate, 52
Lincoln, settlement mop "of," 10
Liquidations, voluntary, 70, 31;.




Subject Index to Inventory

Liquor

confiscation of, 106, 115

illegal sale of, l_é

licenses, 59, 60y 63
Lisbony settlement map of, 10
List s

inmates at county institutions, 4

justices of the peace, 79

probated estates, 95
"Little Ox Bow", 3
Littleton, 39 '

settlement map of, 10
Livermore, George Wsy 31
Livermore Enclave, settlement map

ofy 10
lecrmore, séttlement map of, 10
"Lower Coos", 3
Lyman, settlement map of, 10
Lyme, Al._
settlement map ofy 10
Maines Apps 1
Manufactures, 9, 66
Map
Grafton County,
boundary changes, 12
description of, 37
settlement ofy 10
original counties of New
Hampshire, 1771, 11

towns, description of, 36
Maritime éourt, 103
Marriages, 93

petition for waiver of five day

law, 52

reoordsy 85 79
Marshall, John, Chief Justice, 8
liascomé

Lakey 9

River, 9
Mason

Captain John, L6, 47, 63

Robert, 47
Mosonian grant, 47
Massachusettsy 6, 86

Bay Colony, g_,

General Courty 47, _g, 80
Master of house of correction, 36
lMiedical

referee, 164 107, 108

app01ntment of, 18, 21
reporty 89
index, 90
registery 77

(Lig-New)

Meeting houses, sale of town, 36
Merrimack

County, 7y 9y 12

solicitor, 110

River, 3, 13, 47
Mesne process, Writs of, et 5
Messell, Molleys, Appe 1
Milk inspectors, 112
Ministér, first, 4
Minors,'see Children
Minutesy county convention meet-

lng..», 3“, l [}
Mittimusy 71, 52, 98
Monroe

highway accounts, 6b
settlement map of, 10
Moore, Ee Foy 253
Moor's Indian Charlty School, 8
Appe 2
Moosilauke Mountain, 9
Morals cases, voluntary examina-
tions in, 79
More, Colonel Joshua, 8
Mortgage decdsy 34
Mortgages
discharged, 34
fareclosures, Tl, 3h4s 52
index to discarded, 33
probate action on, 8;, 8L, 85
Motor vehicles :
Commissioner ofy _2, 70
licenses, _2
permits in unincorporated places,
11l
Mountainsy 9
Muniocipal '
Budget Act, 69
Court, 70 /
Murray, cloude Maeg 25, 106
Nail houses, 61
Nails, manufooture ofy 66
Namey change of, see Chunge of name
Nosh and Sawyer!s “Looation, Iy 12
Notional Guards gé
Noturalization, _2
applications and petltlons, 57
59, 61, 62
declarétion of intentions, 58
dockety ' 56
records, 71
reports, 63
Naval officer, 103
Newbury, Massachusetts, 3
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Subject Index to Inventory

Newbury, Vérmont, 4
New Castle, 6l
New Chester (Hill), j_, 12
New Connecticut, 5, 6
New Englend, Dominion of, see
Dominion of New Englo.nd
Newfound Lake, 9
New Hempshire :
Antiquarian Society, 86, 79
Constitution, see Constitution
division into counties, 4, 13
Emergency Relief' Adm1nlstratlon,15
grants, 5
Netional Guard, 36
original counties, map of, 11
Register, 16, 102
as a royal province, 80, 99, 107
Society for the Prevéntion of
Cruelty to Children, 93
New Holdernéss, 6
New York, 5, 6
Nipmuck Indians, 3
Norfolk County, Massachusetts, 80
North Haverhill
courthouse, 25
jeil, 25
Notary public, certificates, 81,
8L, 85
Notes,y county
duplicates, ofy Th
record ofy 75
stubs ‘ofy 117, 95
Noticesg probate, 81, 84, 85
Nuisances
abatement of, 71, 112
petitions, 52
Nullity of marriage, petitions for,
67
Qaths '
of county officers, 69
of deputy sheriffs, 88
of fidelity, 84
of town officers, 85 79
Occom, Samsons 7
Officersy county
appointmentsy 18-21
bonds, Tl, 69
oathsy 71, 69
salaries, 91 ; £
votes, return ofy Tl, 67, 68
O0ld age assistance, see Relief

(New=Pem )

"0ld Man of the Hountain', 9
Oliverian Stream, 2
Orange, 5
settlement mgp of, 10
Orange County, Vermont, 9
Orders -
See also Financial
for commitment to county
institutions, 123
probate, 81, 8L, 85
to remove paupers from county
farm, 52
to transfer prisonersy 98

orford, 4
settlement map of, 10
Organization
act of county, L, 1lh, 16, 17, 48,
58, 60, 61, 6, 88, 93, 100, 113

financialy | 16 e
governmento.l, -18
judicial, 1l4=1

Original countics of New Hampshire,

map 6f, 11
Orphans, 36
See also Children
Overseers of poOr, 82, 1
Packers, 59
Partition of real csto.te. 52
petitions for, 69° :
probate action ony 81, 84y 85
warrants, 34
Partnership
adjustment of accounts, 52
probate records, 81, 84, 85 -
compromise-, petitions for, 81,
84y 85
Pattie, John, 3
Paupers, 37, 3y 91
See also Relief
Tovi Woodbury Committee report
ofy 128 .
petltlons for removal f’rom county
farm, 52,
removal of foreign, _1_, 82
Payrolls, 93c
courty 72
Jury, Tl 16d, 52, 91
state vse = 4 Tly 52, 91
Peddlers' licenses, 61
Pemigewasset
Indiansy 3
Rivery, 3, @

#1'-

B
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Subject Index to Inventory

Perambulation of county linés
in unincorporated places, gj
Permit for use of cadavers, 36
Petitions
to abate nuisances, 5
for adoptions, 93, 81, 84, 85
for el imony, 67
for llowances, i
for attachments, Tl, 52°
for custody of children, 67
for damages against towns, 52
for eminent domaing 39, 34, 52 -
highwaey, 32 2% 35 635 67, 685
Ily 25h, 52, 4
for information, 52
for injunction, 71, 52° :
for naturalization, 57, 59, 61, 62
for nullity of marriage, 67
probate, ‘81, 84, 85
railroad, 52
real estate partition, 69
for removal of foreign paupers,
36, 82
for rémoval of paupers from county
farm, 52
for school location, 36
superior court, 67, 52
for waiver of five dey marriage law,
52 '
Philip, Chiefy App. 1
Physicians, 77
Piermont, settlement map,ofy 10
Pipe linés, licensés,
Plymouth, 3, L, 1k, é}_, _6_2_
courthouse, 23, 2
Jail, 23
Police Departmentg 23
settlement map of, 10
Plymouth Councily Massachusetts, 63
Police
courts, 65
Plymouth, 23
State, 16
in unincorporated placesg 25
Population’of county, 9
Portsméuth, 8, 13, _"L. 61, 6l 80
Jeil, 104
Possessiony writs of’, ks v Sl 52
Power
of attorney, 52, 34
of equity, 70
llneu, _6_2

(Per=Rai)

Powers
Captein Petery 3, 4
Reverend Petery 4
Preservation of records g__, 50
Printed
annual county reports, 30, 38,
40, 1o, 112, 4
dockéts, 48"
Prison, State, 67, 1ok
Prisoners
Commissary of, 103
discharge of, 35
Federal, 103
record of
at housé of correction, 4y 99
at jaily 'L, 100
removal of, 67
support of 25m
of war, 103
Probate court, 1li4, 88-__3
Judge, 9k, 109 :
- appointment of, 18-21, 92
laws, codification of 1822, 90
location’ of records, 96
province, 14
records, 80«86 °
index, 96, 82, 83

register of, 14, 22, __3, 2&, 384
93-96
ap%c;lntment'of, ‘194°20, 93
election of, 18, 21, 93
province, 13, 93 '
receipts and payments, 91
Processes served by sheriff, 87
Property
See also Real Estate
attachéd, Sales ofy 52
county, 29, 36
inventory, 26
schedulée ofy 25f
Proprietors, 84
Prosecuting attorney see Soliéitor
Public Service Commission, 53, 69
Pure food laws, violations of, 111
Quarry, at county farmy 253
Quitclaim deeds, Si, 34
Railroad Commissioners
county, 33, 63
State Board of, 33
Railroads - ‘
damage awards, 33, 63
petitions to lay out, 52

E
£
|-=2
=
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Subject Index to Inventory

Reade, Robert, 121
Real estate
See also Property
appraisals, 38, 25a
attechments, 51
county, 29, 36, 25a,f, 26
executions, 51
liens, 52
partition of, 52, 34
petitions for, 69
probate action on, 81, 84, 85
warrants to assigny 34
warranty deed of land sold to
county, 25n
Receipts
from heirs and legatees, 34
probate, 81, 84, 85
for writs, 78
Receipts and payments, see Financial
Receivers, appointments, 52
Recognizances, 71, 52
Record depositories; _2-26 31, 30,
5S4, 86, 96, 106, 109, 117, 124
Reoords
housing, care and accessibility
of , 22-26
preservation of, 38, 50
recommendations for ocare, 25, 26
system, 17
Recreational business, 9
Redemptions, tax, 38
Referees, appointments of, 52
Register
of deeds, 14, 22, 23, 25, 34, 38,
46-54, 60, 62
appointment of, 19
deputies, 48, 32
election, 18, 20, 21, 48, 60
fees, 48, 49, 38, 39
indexes, 51, 53, 30-33
location of records, 24, 54
province, 13
receipts and payments, 91
receiving book, 35
records, 24, 50, 34
Grafton County Hospital, 113
Guest, county farm, 109
Medical, 77
New Hampshire, 16, 102
of probate, see Probate court
stallion, 53
Releases, 34, 81, 84, 85

(Rea=-Rus)

Relhan, (Enfield) 5
Relief, At 29
affidavits, | 40, 6
applications, 37, 40, 7
billsy 116, 16
blind eid, 37, 116, 91
care of poor, 60
off farm, 12, 91
cases, 8, 9
children, care of, 36, 37, 91
correspondence, 7a
Emergency Relief Administration,
15
expenditures, 13
office, Woodsville, gg
old age assistance, 37, 16, 41,
91
orders, 16
paupers
¢are of, 17, 37, 60, 121, 122
claims, 2_. 40, ll 17
province, 82
record, 10
soldiers' aid, 16, 91
State, 14
Department of Public Welfare,37
Replevin, writs of, 71, 52
Reports , annual printed, 30, 38-40,
104, 1120
county, other than Grafton, 5
Resignations, trustees', 34
Returns, probate, 81, 84, 85
Richardson, W. I., 112
Rights of way, 34
highway, 61
licenses, 34
railroad, 53
damages for, 33
water-works, 39, T8
Ripley, Sylvanus, 8
Road commissioners, 14, 32, 34, 63
appointments of', 32
elections of, 20, 33
records, 33
Roekingham County, e 134 48, 61,
128
map of. 1771, 11
Rogers, Major Robert, 103
Rogers' Rangers, 103
Rum quota, army, 103
Rumney, settlement map of, 10
Russell, David M., 23
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Subject Index to Inventory (sac~-Sta)
Sachem Walternummus, 3 Ship-masters, 103
Sachem Wonolanset, 47 Showmen's licenses, 61
Sailcloth and duck, manufacture of), Small-pox, 66
66 Soldiers' aid, see Relief
Sales Solicitor, 16, 34, 108-112
attached property, 52 appointment of, 20
mortgage foreclosure, 34 Coos County, 110
sheriff's, 87a election, 18, 21, 110
tax, 53, 5k 34 38 Merrimack County, 110
Sandwich, 7, 12 reports, 39, 40, 4
sargent Block, Woodsville, 24, 40 medical referee, 89
Saw-mill, first, 3 Spendthrifts, guardians of,
School appointments of, 92
dissolved, districts, 84 probate records, 81, 84, 85
Distriot Number 1, 22 Squam Lake, 9, 10
Indian Charity, 7, 8 Stallion register, 53
Laconia State, 37 State
meetings, warrants for, §_li aid for highways, gé
petitions for, locations, 36 Attorney-General, 16, 108-112, 89
Sealer of weights and measures, 16, Bank Commissioners, _6§
127 o Board
appointment of, 20 of Charities, 38
Seat, county, 22 " of Health, 111, 112
Secretary of State, _2_§. 28, 30, 31 of Railroad Commissioners, 33
39¢ 53 66, 81, 84, 95, 104, 109, cases, dockets, 44, 45, 79
Y1 1o Commissioner
Securities, petitions to sell, 81, of Agriculture, 53, 112
84, 85 of Insurance, 69
Selectmen, 24, 36, 67 -69, 82, 84, of Imbor, 39, z_g
86, 92, 95, 102, 108, 112, 114, of Motor Vehicles, 69, 70
116, 117, 322, 3 of Weights and Measures, 127
appeals from decisions of, 35 Department of Public Welfare, 37,
power to lay out and repair high- 38, 112, 116
ways, 35 Hospital, 67
Sentence of death, 104, 111 commitment to, 92, 81, 8L, &5
Separatist movement, 4-6, 15 House, 30
Session judgments, 51 Laboratory of Hygiene, 108
Settlement of Grafton County, 3, 4 Library, 24, 31, 39, 40, 50
map of, 10 Police, 1
sheriff, 16, 34, 67, 83, 99-106,114 prison, 67, 104
acocounts, App. 3 Public Service Commission, 53, 69
appointment of, 19, 20 relief granted by, 14
bond , _62. 70, 100, 101 Seoretary of, see Secretary of
copy of writs of attachment, 87b State
deputy, appointments of, 18-21, School, Laconia, 37
101, 88 commitment to, 92, 81, 84, 85
docket, 87 Tax Commission, 36, 38, 54, 83,
election, 18, 21 117, 121, 25¢ =
location of records, 25, 106 Treasurer, 60, _7_2_. 95, 96, 101, g
processes, 87 11k, 115, 81, 8 %
provinoce, 1 vs. -payrolls, 71, 52, 91 5
reports s 40, L Statistiocs =
sales, 872 county, 38 .
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Subject Index to Inventory

Statisties (continued)
crimes and misdemeanors, 112
pauper, 3

Sterilization, sexual, 37, 123

Strafford County, 6, 7, 12-14, 49,
a5k
map of, 1771, 11

Stubs
authorizations to borrow money,
117, 94
check, 20
oounty notes, 117, 95

Subpoenas, 52

Sulliven County, 6, 9, 12

Summons, 52

Superior court, 14, 17, 34, 35, 37,
52, 62 62, 63-71, 86, 93, 102, 113,
115

appeals from, 66
appointment of auditors, 120
authorization to borrow money,

29, 39

cases, 52

chart of development, é%

olerk of, 14, 16, . 61
6, 67, 86 ;92 o =
appointment of , 18-21
correspondence, 78b
report, 39, 40 71, 4

dockets, 43-48

expenses, 91

fines and forfeitures, 103

indiotments. 52

Jjurors, 1 2
Justices, 65, 66, 127, 128

appointments of , 18—21 ég
location of records, _A. 4
petitions, 67, 52
sessions at L Lebanon, 23
Supervisory unions, 13
"Supreame Courte of Judicature", _&
Supreme Court, 66
chart of development, 58
Supreme Judicial court, 15, 17, 34,
39, 62, 65, 83
appointment of auditors, 29, 120
cases, 52
chart, §§
civil judgments, 49
Justices, 65
verdiets, 78d
Surety bonds, 1lbe

(Sta-Tow)

Surveyors, highway, 6b
Sussop, Mooseleck, App. 1
Swasey, Sherburne L., 25n
Symbols, abbreviations and explana-
tory notes used in inventory,
26 27
Talesmen ;_é
Tavern licenses, 59, 60
Tax
abatements, 69, 6a
assessment record, 96
book, 38
collection of, 114
collectors, 53, 114
bills due, 87a
deeds, 34
in unincorporated places, 104,
114
Commission, 2_ 38, 54, 83, 117,
121 25f
committee to estimate county, 28
granted by convention, 28, 29
highway, 6b
income, distribution of, 115
inheritance, 92, 96, 86
redemption notloes, 38

sales, 53 é% 34
records, 3

sheriff's, 87a
treasurer!s, warrant, iy
Telegraph lines, 69
Telephone lines, 69
Thornton, John, App. 2
Thornton, settlement map of, 10
Timber and wood, petitions and
licenses to sell, 81, 84, 85
Title
ad justments, 52
land, settlement of, 71, 52
Toll bridges, 35
Tories, 66
Town
olerk, 39, 68, 85, 105, 113, 127
meetings, warrants for, 84
officers', oaths, 85, 79
poor farm, 13, 17, 122
Towns, liﬂ
apportionment of proceeds of sale
of meeting houses, 36
attempted union with Vermont, } -6
invoices of, 117, 97
maps of, description of, 36
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Subject Index to Inventory

Towns (continued)
petitions for damages ageinst, 52
settlement map of, 10

Tramway, 9
Treasurer, 17, 28, 34, 48, 62, 109,
113-118

appointment of, 19, 113
audit of accounts, 120
authorization to borrow money,
29, 67
duplicates, 73
cash book, 91
election of, 18, 20, 21, 60, 113
location of records, 29, 117
orders on, 38, 62, 67, 115
court, 93f
province, 127
reports, iév 39, 4, 92
sheriff's acoount, 103
vouchers, 76, 93
Trial justioce, 15, 80-86
Tribes, Indian, 3
Trustees
appointments of, 34
deeds, 34
depositions of, 52
probate records of, 81, 84, 85
index, 82
resignations of, 34
Unemployment Compensation Act, 69,
112
Unincorporated places
fire wardens in, zé
highways in, 35, 68
motor vehicle permits in, 114
perambulation of county line in,
3
police in,
tax collection in, 104, 114
United States
Army, 84
Supreme Court, 8
treaty of peace_hith Great
Britain, 90
Vagrants, binding out of, 36
Vendors' receipted bills, 93D
Venire facias, writs of, 105
Venires, 105
Verdicts, 52
supreme judiocial ocourt, 78d
Vermont, 5, 6, 9
Assembly, 6
attempted union of towns with,l-6

(Tow-Wen)

Voluntary
examinations in morals cases, 79
liquidation, resolutions for, 34
Votes
for county officers, Zl
for state officers, 104
Vouchers
county farm, 23
treasurer's,76, 93
Waivers
five day marriage law, petitions
for, 52
of wills, 34, 81, 84, 85
Waldren (Waldron), William, 47
Weldron, Richard, 47
Walker, Samuel, 121
Walternummus, Sachem, 3
War for American Independence, 90,
102
Wardell, Thomas, 121
Warrants
to assign real estate, 34
and complaints, 55, 79
for dower and homestead, 34
for extradition, 70
highway surveyors', 6b
for inquisitions, 81, 84, 85
for partitions of real estate,
34
probate, 81, 84, 85
for school meetings, 84
tax, 114, 117, 9
for town meetings, 84
Warrenty deeds, 54, 34
land sold to county, 25n
Warren, 3
settlement map of, 10
Waste dockets, 47
Waterville, 7, 12
settlement map of, 10

Webster
Daniel, 8, 23
Williem, 23

Weights and measures, sealer of),
16, 127

Welfare, 17
see Relief; State Department of
Public Welfare
Wells and Hudson, Architects, 110,
kLl

Wentworth
Benning, 7, 103
John, 7, 8, 10
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Subje¢t Index to Inventory (Wen-Zon)
e
t L{ Wentworth, settlement mep of, 10
Wheelock
!wﬂ Eleazar, 7, 8, App. 2
: h John, 8

Wheelock's Indian Charity School,7
Whitaker, Reverend Nathaniel, 71
Whitoher, Ira, 22, 2
White

Book, 96, 85

Mountains, 9
Widow(er), allowances to, 81, 84, 85
Williem Long Building, Hopkinton,

86, 79
Wills, 90, 95, 34

and codieils, disputed, 52

outside of stete, 94

probate records of, 81, 84, 85

waivers, 34
Wilmot, 7, A2
Winberne, William, 121
Winchester Measures, 127
Windsor County, Vermont, %
Winter sports,
Witnesses, 70, 83

autopsy, 89

fees, 52

inquests, 108
Wolves, bounty on, 59
Wonolanset, Sachem, 47
Woodstook, settlement map of, 10
Woodsville, 31

courthouse, 14, 22, 23y 2

Sargent Block, 24, 4o
Workhauses, 222--%
Writs

of attachment, 250, 39, 54

index, 4O
sheriff's copy, 87b

of capias, 71, 52

of execution, 34, 53, 79

of habeas corpus, 70

of injunction, 71, 52

of mesne process, 51

of possession, 51, 71, 34, 52

receipts for, 78

of replevin, 71, 52

p served by sheriff, 103, 87

| i ¥ gl )

venire facias, 105
-~ Young Ladies Library Association, a3
Zoning regulations, 69
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PUBLICATIONS BY THE NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY PROJECT

Inyentory of the Roman Catholic Church Records in New Hampshire.
(Menches ter, New Hampshire, 1938)

Inventory of the County Archives of New Hampshire-No. l. Belknap County.
(Manchestery New Hampshire, 1938)

Inventory of the County Archives of New Hempshire-No. 2. Carroll County.
(Manchester, New Hampshire, 1939) i

Inventory of the County Archives of New Hempshire-Nos. 3. Cheshire County.
(Manchester, New Hampshire, 1939)

Inventory of the County Archives of New Hampshire-Nos L. Coos County.
(Manchestery New Hampshire, 1940)

Inventory of the County Archives of New Hempshire-No. 5. Grafton County,
(Menchester, New Hampshire, 1940) i ;

Inventory of the Towvn Archives of New Hampshire-No. 8. Rookingpamggoupﬁy
Vole I, Town of Atkinson. (Manchester, New Hampshire, 1939)

Inventory of the Town Archives of New Hampshire-No. 8« Rockingham County
Vols II. Town of Auburne (Manchester, New Hampshire, 1939)







