Prineeton, N.J.,

1/9/15.

Dear Mother:-

I am now safe and sound in Princeton and back to hard
work, as if I did not work during vacation! I regched here last
night sbout 8:30, and would have written then, but I knew that
you would not have received the letter any sooner, so I just wait-
ed until I could do more than merely drop you a post-card.

I made very good connections and got here sbout an hour soon-
er than I had thought I would. The C. & O. train was late in get-
ting to Sshlsnd. A little trouble with a freight-train on the
road kept us back for a half-hour, and we could not make up the
time before we got to Ashland. However, we made most of it up be-
fore we got to Washington, and we were only ten minutes late there.
And I had just two minutes td catch a Pennsylvania train to Phil-
adelphia. I did not get to see Coronella, for the train schedule
has been changed and if I did not get the train that I 4did, I
could not have gotten into Princeton till almost midnight, and
that I did not want to do. As it was I Jjust did make good connec-
tions at Philadelphia, and got here at about 8:30. Mow was sur-
prized to see me, and said that he had not expected me till Lon-
day. During his stay in Harrisburg, Pa., he was in an accident.

He was coasting on a bob-sled and the thing broke and dumped the
whole pack of about fifteen people into a ditch. Mow landed on

some stones there and tore the seat out of his trousers, and ac-
tually had to eat his meals off of the mantel-piece for a while,

I am well and my cold is almost completely gone. Last night
I had & little head-ache and tired feeling from the long journey,

but had a good reét over night and today feel all right. I had two

classes today, and study for them (one was at 8.00 p.m. tonight)

and sbout a half-hour's basket-ball have kept me busy. It is now
giite late so I shall close for the present time, and tell you of
my trip later. I hope that all are well. Give my best love to

Memie snd Butzie, snd you know what love and kisses I send you.

So good-bye for a while. - <
é@Z“Hi%” /éz‘“ﬁgféz;ginxkAth

heospabe.







Princeton, N.d.,
Jen.14, 1915.

Dear liother:-

I am glad that I can take a few moments off and write to you,

not that I am not busy and would not have anything to do otherwise, for my
time is qmite well filled. It seems that every day more and more work piles
up on me, and whenever I do some part of it, about twice as much is left for
me to do. I must tell you sbout some tests that I had to take just before I
came home. I think that I told you sbout the Germen test. It was rather hard
but I am glad to say that I did fairly well in it, and Dr. Priest was quite
pleased with the Besults. Another was in Bhology. I had not had much time to
study for this and did not think that I did very well in it. But much to my
Jsurprﬂse I got 86%, which is unusually good, end, I must confess, much above
what I had been getting in the tests in that course. The third test wes in
Prof. Bowman's course and was the one that surprised me the most. It is the
course for whieh I had to write the essay during the vacation. We had the
test on the last lionday that I was in Princeton, and I had studied for it
quite hard but not very lomg. For I know the tests that Prof. Bowman gives,
and it is useless to try to study up any definite thing that you think he

is going to give. The test was just what I expected it would be, and = lit-
t1le more. There was not a single question asked which had been definitely
discussed during the term. The gquestions, it is true, were based on material
that had been given us, but we had to:think out the verious connections that
the questions demended, snd write them down, and that too, in an hour. When
the exam was over, I thought that I did very poorly, end was rather disap-
pointed, for I had hoped to do well in the test. And I felt this much more
talking over the exam with some of the other fellows, who seemed to me to
have all the "dope". So you can imegine my surprise when Prof. Bowmen an-
nounced that "™r." Heft got the highest mark, 80%! That may seem low when
you compare it with the marks that are considered high in High School. But
you cen imagine how hard the exam was when Prof. Bowman spoke of & mark of
38% as "not very satisfactory, but still passing." A mark of 25% he was a-
fraid was"not quite satisfactory."” Compare that with tests in High School
in which 67 or 70 was passing, and below was failure. However, as one of

the men here remerked to his class once, this is a University, and not &

\
country club. And I should like to say that there is iery little danger of




this place becoming & country club with such men like Bowman here.

One thing that I like most about the Professors here is that they,
as a rule, do not try to enforce their opinions on you, but give you credit
for whet you think and do. A short while ago I had e little private discus-
gion with a Prof. Spaulding, & man that I like very much personally, but
whose teschings I do not like to = great extent. So I stayed with him after
one recitation, and told him just what I thought was the question at issue
in the matter thaet we had been discussing. He said that I had getten it cor-
rect, and then I to0ld him frankly that I could not accept what he had been
teaching in regard to it. He merely laughed and said that that was all
right. He was not there to force his views down my throat, but merely to
present the question as it seemed to him, and if I differed it did not mat-
ter. We were after the truth in the matter and not necessarily the view of
any one person, and as long as I bscked up my views w%th good reasons he
could find no objection to my thinking differently frbm him, but could nnly
present to me the case as it seemed to hilM. That is bpt g feir sample of
the way that the men treat us here. The most of them ;ealize that we are no
longer in day school or even high school, and that we are now supposed to
be in positions to think for ourselves. The result is that we often have
gquite spirited discussions, and that is really the best way to learn. For
in those discussions points come up and things appear that one would never
have thought of before, and in that way one often gets an entirely different
view of things. I suppose that you have seen that I have changed quite rad-l
»kically in some resBets. At any rate, whether it is néticeable or not, that

is theecase.

I was down at the gymnasium todey and played a little basketball <

and had a fine time. I was down yesterday to play a 1little handball, and t oy
that, with the basketball that I played last Saturday, has been the only
exercise that 1 have had since I am back here. So thﬁt will serve in a way
to show how busy I am..I am going to get the pair of skates sharpemed that

I found in the room here, and will try to get out and have some fun skating.
I never like to do indoor work when it can possibly be done outdoors. Our
bunch is going to get up a game of "Hockey" and I think that I had better
take a mattress down with me to use in the game. The other day Kenyon Dzung,
one of our Chinese population, came up from the lake. He has just been
learning th skate, so you can guess what he has been doing on the ice in

the way of standing up and sitting down. We asked him how the ice was,




3

“meaning, of course, whether it was smooth, or soft, or thin. He at once

assured us that it was very hard.

The Philharmonic Society of New York was here on lMonday night
and gave us a fine program. The first selection on the program was &
symphony by Tchaikovsky, the great Russian composer and was wonderfully
performed. Then eame two solos on the cello by Leo Schultz, one of the
greatest celloists in the country, and perhaps in the world. The first solo
was the "Xol Nidri" of Mex Bruch, & german composer. It is based on a hymn
sung in the old Jewish synagogues on the Day of Atonement, and was indeed
splendid. The other was a dainty little piece by David Popper, another
German composer, called "Rlfentanz"/ and while it was being played, you
could just see, as it were, little fairies dencing around. The last part of
the program wes three selections from Wagner. First was the Prelude to the
"Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg" and with that orchestra of almost seventy
men it was great, to say the least. Next was his "Waldweben" from "Sieg-

fried", and finally the Pilgrims' Chorus from "Tannhaeuser™.




iy
L
{ Well, I am sorry but I must stop now as it is getting late, and

I want to get a good rest for tomorrow. I have a lot of work ahead of me,
and more so in view of the coming final exsms, which start in Just two
weeks, So I must stop for this time. How is the little pup getting along?
I cannot forget to ask eabout him. Tell Butzie that I want to write to him
and will do so soon. Give my love to Memie. Tell her that I am once more
reading Goethe, and will start on his "Faust" soon. And with much love and

kisses to yon, I am alweys

Lovingly/

¥

U-rle ks
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Princeton,N.Jd.,
Oet. 22, 1915.
Desr Mother:-

It would not be very complimentary if I would say that as I
can do nothing else, I am stqrting a letter to you. However, that is the
ecase. I cannot yet use my eyes for close work, but can use a type-writer
all right. So I am going to pass my time by telligg you some of the news.
I went down to Philadelphia on Wednesday morning. I slept a little later
than I wanted to and just did catech the train. As I was buying my ticket,
the conductor was yelling all aboard, snd I had to meke a sprint for the

train. I got the train 8ll right and got in Philadelphia in time to walk

up to the Doctor's office, and get there in good time. f eourse, the

whole proceeding was very monotonous. Every ten minutes I would be called
in to the inner office, and some drops would be put in my eyes. But when
I would go in to the docter he would chat about Princeton and the conditions
here, so that relieved me of some of the monotony. About a half hour after
the first drpps had been put in I discovered that my eyes leaked, and
I was tasting the stuff down in my threat. And that stuff was as bitter as
gall. After a couple of hours my eyes were tested. It happened that another
oculist was visiting the doctor, and was watching his methoeds; and the
doctor explained everything as he went along. It was very interesting to me
and I could see how he went from test to test. A certein lens acting in a
certain way meant that I wanted a stronger lens, snother meant that I
wanted one that was wegker. And so he went from one to another until he
got the one that was just right. And then he tested this by several
different ways to show that that was the best one. The visibor was very
much pleased at the way in which the doctor made the tests, and ezpressed
his sdmiration. I left the office then for a short ftime and came back later
in the afternoon, and the doctor confirmed the tests of the morning. Them
I went around to the optician and gave the order for the lenses. There is
a marked difference between these glasses and the 0ld ones. I had decided
to take the boat to Trenton, so I went down to the wharf to see about it.
few minutes to wait so I strolled about for a while and got something
to eat. The boat, as uswal, was late in starting and it was near five when

we went out into the Delaware River. And of course theboafg lost time on the




“and it was after eight when we got up to Trenton. This was no Potomae River
trip. The boat was rather small, and what scenery there was on the river
was hidden by the darkness which soon settled down. Znd on board, there
was a rather rough bunch, mostly of young gentlemen who are at the age of
self-importance, loud clothes, and coarse language. However, they did not
trouble me, although they annoyed me &t times. A1l this while, of course,
my eyse were badly blurred. Single lights out on the river, no matter how
near or far away, all leoked like this: . It really did make things
look pretty, especially when we would pass little towns and there were &
number of lights.

We finally got to Trenton, and I took a car that went up into
the city. I usually walk that distance, for I can keep my sense of direction
better by so doing, but the section of town, being near the river-front,
is none of the best, and with my eyee as they were I did not waht to risk
the walk. Finally the conducteor yelled "State and Broad" end that was where
I had to get off. So I got off and began to look for the Princeton Trolley.
And in & few minutes I managed to get so confused that I did not know where
I was. And as Il could not resd, I asked a cop where I could get the trolley
to Princeton. He told me, and soon a car came along and I managed to make
out thet the car had Princeton on it. I got on and 'soon began o wonder
whether the car was the right one, for it was turning differently from what
it did last year when I was last on it. But it soon turned into the right
way, and I reslized then that the car was meking a different loop thah it
did lsst year. Se my confusion was not wholly my fault. This trolley line
was the slow one, the one on which the motormen are heart-broken when they
come in on time, and who use ®very means known to their art to delay the
ear. Our motormsn that night was reldésved of this responsibility by the
one on the car shead. He gummed the trolley-wire at Fort Mercer. (This place
consists of sbout two dwellings. In one the keeper of the canal draw-bridge
lives, and the other is a general store.) We finally got past the place
and got into Princeton after ten. I went up to Doc Severance's room for a
while and then went to bed.

The next morning, Thursday, I had to go down to Philadelphia
again. muig time I decided to go down by trolley. I did not care to pay
the full R.R. fare

, and the boat from Trenton would have been too slow at
the pest.

Q, W 1 1
S0 I went down by electricity. The trollyy trip that I toek this




-~
“%ime was different from the other trolley trip that I hsve taken to Phila-

delphia. The other one went down on the Jersey side, and I would have to
ferry over from Camden to Philadelphis. This trelley went down on the
Pennsylvania side, and went into Phidadelphis itself. First I had to go
from Trenton to a little dump called Morrisville. I was through this place
once last year - when our immortal serub soccer team went on one of its
trips. I caught a car there and went on down through Bristol, Croydon,
Tacony and other such places and finally landed in a suburb of Phila.
ealled Frankfo;d.From there I get a car inte the city, getting there about
12:30. I went to the optician and got my glasses, and then wanted to go

to Dr. Schneideman to let him see them. It was after his morning office
‘hours, but I thought that I would take a chance on meeting him. I met him
on the elevator! He looked at the glasses and said that they were all
righty, and after a short chat I left. I at onece took a car out to Frankford
and had the joy of seeing o Morrisville car leave the place just as I got
off of the other car. I had to wait a half hour, with nothing to amuse me

but & noisy stone monument works. I finally ecaught the ear and eventually




%

feached Trenton. By the way, in llorrisville I saw a drug store owned and
operated by & Man named F. C. Pryor! In Trenton I met a senior in the Col-
lege whom I know so my trip from Trenton to Princeton was made lively. The
boy was working in Wall St. Buring the summer and he was telling me all
about the place. I also met a fellow at the Grad. College, so I had company
here from the ear. I got here just in time for supper. After supper I went

over to Alexander Hall and played on the orgen till it was gmite late,

and then when I emme back here I went to visit the man in the next room

and talked with him for & while. So it was late when I got to bed.

I think that I told you that I had a little spell of sickness a
short time ago. It was due to my eles, I feel quite sure. But I amguite
Well now, adn as soon as my eyes are normal I'll get back to work. How is

eyery one? Give my love to lMemie and Sis and Butz, and remember me to all

who ask about me. With love and kisses, as always, §ZW1~”(
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