





Springfield, Ohio,

dan. =17 19107

Dear Mother:-

I -have been unable to write for a few days because I
Sprained a muscle in my right shoulder. It is all right now. and
was never very serious, nor even painful if I didn't move my
shoulder too violently.

There is a matter that I wanted to write to you in
regard to money. You know that I haven't paid you any interest yet
and I don't like to have this hanging on. However, I am not able
justnow to do this and I was wondering if you needed the ready
money. If you do, let me know at once, and we'll arrange some
way to pay this. If you don't, I wanted to suggest the following:
I not only owe you interest, but I also owe you for a couple of
times when you put an excess to my credit at the bank, for instance
when you had Charley do this once. Altoghther, this would make
about $25 that il owe you. You have just put $20 to my credtt
and that, together with the $50 that Raymond will give will mske
$100. If you can let it go this way, it would solve mattess for
me.I could simply owe you another %100, and pay interest on that.
If however, this is for any reason unsatisfactory, let me know/
and we'll tend to the matter.

I have received my half fare rates from the U.S.R.R.
Commission. Last Sunday I saved $#3.25. It is quite & help.

I mugt stop now in o##er to get this letter in the

mail. Give my best love to all the folks at home. Tell my baby /).,

that her Unele Di is thinking of her. I am well now, and am
working quite hard, but am getting enough exercise and sleep,

so don't worry about me. Love and kisses
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Springfield, Ohio,

fprdl 1l 19195

Dear Nother:-

I have surely been busy during the past few days with
my sermon. ### I preached it on Wednesday, and surely am glad
that I am fone with it. The faculyy commended me a great deal
and gave very little criticism. Most of this was by way of
suggestion for using my voice. However, trainimg and practice
will take care of that. Each one of the faculty spoke nicely
and said come things about my sermon and conduct of the service
that they said of no one else. I wgs very nervous about it, and
am glad that it's out of my sgstem.

I got the letters from Amnt T and Aunt Hattie. I was very glad
to heer from them. They are getting along very nicely now. They
were awfully worried about me, and I'm afraid that they still
are. However, I'll write them this week yet, and have them stop

worrying.

I have accepted the charge in North Dekota. I believe that it

will be the best thing for me. It will build me up in more ways
than one. I am gtad to be settled, for not being settled in such
a matter as this can't help but make me somewhat nervous.

I must stop now, in order to get this in the mail, so that you
will hear from me this week yet. I have lots to say, and yet
don't know where to begin. Am still a little nervous from the
preaching butbt will soon get over that.

Best of love to all at home. Aunt Hattie and Aunt

be remembered to all. I hope thgt al! are well.

\
Always, QM{»
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Springfield, Ohio,
May 2, 1919.
Dear Mother:-

Today was our last day of school. It is probably the
last day of school that I shall ever have in my life, and we
all felt & little serious about it thés morning. Our last class
wes with the Dean, Dr. Bauslin, and as he was giving us some
farewell words the tears were in his eyes. He thinks a great
deal of our class, and says that it is one of the best the
Seminary has ever had. He has enjoyed teaching us, and we have
anjoyed being together. But now we shall separate, and the
chances are thst all of us can never be together again. Some
are goingto be missionaries, snd the rest of us will be scattered
over this country. And when we think of these things we can't
help feeling a 1itt1e solemn. In Dr. Keyser's class yesterdeay,
our last class with him, I had a special assignment to report
on- It was on a subject in philosophy. Dr. Keyser was well
pleased with what I did, and said so to the class. He said that
I had simply "wrepped it around my little finger"!:

Well, our commenfement comes on Sunday. I wish that some
of you could come, but of course you know what is best. We are
having some fine music, and I am surely having a2 job at the
organ. Today was really the first time , in practices extending

over a month, that we got along without any serious difficulty.

we811l have to be careful, for we have only two more rehearsals

before Sunday night.

I want you to get this letter before Sunday, so I'll stop
and mail it now. Have been awfully rushed, but soon will have a
1ull. Will let you know just when I can come home. Best of
love to each and every one, and kisses, From I,en.







Springfield, Ohio,

May 9 1919.

Dear Mother:-

I have quite & surprize for you. I have lost my job out
in North Dakota! It happened this way. There are two Lutheran
congregations in the town, a Norwegian andfiours? The Norwegian'
congregation is quite strong, and is about to build & lagre new
church. They gave our congregetion in invitation to merge with
them, and combine the work, and it was thought best for the
interests of all ooncerned that this merger take place. So the
two congregations merged, of course leaving me without a job.
There was something rather amusing connected with the matter in
the telegram that was sent me. The Western Union telephoned the
message at first, and very carelessly leff out an important word

Z

so that the message had just the opposite mesning than the one

it should have hed. They read it this way: The two Lutheran

congregations ot Williston have merged. Accept call. Letter

coming. On my way to supper I stopped in at the W. Union th

send a telegram of acceptance, and got the vrinted copy. They

had left out the word"elsewhere". The message shoudd have read:

Accept call elsewhere! It happens that this does not insonvenience

me very much. It will be just & week or two until I get another

réace, and I can put that time to good use. I have made arrsnge-

ments to attend the summer school here which begins next Monday.

This will last ten days, and by that thme I'll probably be selitled.
I must stop for this time in order to get this letter off.

How are gll the folks? Give my best tove to each and all. And

with love and kisses to you, I am always







Springfield, Ohio,
Mey Lf, 1919.
Dear Mother:-

Things are surely moving quickly for me in these last
few days. I had planned to get a little work done, and on Friday
Dr. Keyser asked me to go to Wheeling,West Virginia to preach
over Sunday. I consented to go, and had quite & trip. I left
here early Saturday morning and got to Wheeling late in the
afternoon, about supper-time. I stayed at the parsonage of the

church to which I was sent. The pastor, Rev. Dean, was away in

Philsdelphia, and Mrs. Dean, a very nice lady, treated me finely.
(/a;fz.'(:,e_ 1ot clivis ol

The church is a good one, about with our membershigf and I had

good congregations both morning end evening. I left there on
monday moening at six, and reached Springfield at four in the
afternoon. Today, Tuesday, I have been attending the sessions
of the Seminary summer school. It is very intercsting. I forgob
to say trat in the afternoon of Sunday one of.the members of the
church at Wheeling took me for.a long auto ride into the country.
I saw much of the beauties of the city, and it is a nice one,
and also saw a lot of the country. By the way, it was quite cold
and I was glad that I had my heavy overcoat along.

I told you about my losing my church in Notth Dakota. Well,
I got a létter from Dr. Yarger, the Home lMission secretary, and
he urged me to take a church in lontana. I spoke to Dr. Tressler
about this, and he and Dr. Yarger both think that this church
will prove to: be much hetter than the one at Williston would have
been. It is in the mountains, and the climate is milder. It is

quite near Yellowstone National Park, and the town is the
(over)




railroad stop on the big Northern Pacific R.R. for the park.

1t is a larger work than at Williston, and will pay me considerably

more than Williston would. I talked it over with some of the
other professors and they.all advised he to take this work.
So I shall do it. Now do not worry about the distance being
farther. For the increase in salary will fix things so that
that consideration will not be a consideration at gll. The
place is one of about 5000 and is way up in the Rockies. It
will be the best thing for me in every .way —~

I must stop for this time, as it is 1&59 and I must get to
bed. Best of love to liemie, to Buddie; to Sis, and to Alefhes

and Ruth. And with lots of love and kisses to ybu, I am alwsays
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probably gotten my camd telling you that I

accepted the call to Livingston, Montsna. I belieye that this

r for me in every way. For one thing,
established eand has its own church building. S50
the pwoblem that I would have had at Williston,
And the chmreh is a beautiful one, too. I have
that I'll bring home with me end show Hou. I'll challenge amyone
Tl11 not

+o show a church of its size that is any nicer. Then too

9
have any trouble in the finaneial lines of the chureh, for the
4

bhurch has the reputation for taking care of those things. For
e 2 f

instance

last year they oversubscribed thelir apportionment 257%.

’
The congregation is rather smadl, but at that is quite larger
than the one in North Dakota would have been. That too is an
advantage to me, for I'll have a congregation of such a size that
I'11 not become easily discouraged, and yet it won't be so large
that it will be such a burden for me. Another consideration,

and by no means & thing to be disregarded, is the salary. My
salary will be $1500 plus expenses out there. That is $300 more
than I would hgve gotten at Williston. I told the Home Mission
board that I would accept what they would give, of course knowing
thet they would be reasoneble. And this was the answer of the
voard and the church council. Do not tell this out of the

family, for it is not necessary that others should know it.

By far, from the standpoint of health, is this a better place
+han the one in North Dakota. For one thing, it does not get

as cold as it.does in North Dskota. And too it is up in the




mountains, where the air is pure and dry. The lowest average
smperature is not ten below zero, and in thet climate that

easier to stand then ten above i 1is part of the country.

The scenery is wonderful, they say. And it must be, for this
o) L) D4 ) v )

place is just a little north of Yellowstone Nationsl Park, end is
the northern railresd entrance 6f the park. And there will be the
mountsins to elimb, and lots of fishing, and £11 sorts of rec-
reation. I could not want a better place. SO you can see me in
the future. I'll have regulaer hours for study, and not too long
at that! I'll have regular hours for sleep - and I'll make them
long enough. And this steady work, and regular sleep, together
with good food, and plenty of outdoor recrestion and work,
will make a new men out of me.

I have not had my operation yet, and do _not

do this—"T'17 let you know in time. And be

go ### to the hospitsl, and not teke sny risks at all. I am

attending the seesions o £ +the summer school here, and enjoying
all immensely. Today we had an address by & Jewish Tutheran
lissionary in "hjladélphia. He is pastor of the Messiah Jewish
Tutheran Chmrch. There are some churches of other demominations
in Philadelpbia that are trying to do Jewish work, but they

are going about it in & disguised sott of way. Our church is the
only one which says plainly, by church architecture as well as
by a big sign-bomrd, what it is. Recently in the Jewish papers
in Philadelphis, the Jews expressed indignation ageinst those
who were trying to work among the Jews in & jecebtive way. And
The @ditors said that there was one work that work
among the Jews,that everyone had to respect. even though they
could not agree with it; for it came out in a straight forwarad

way. That was our mission. \A
I must stop now, to mail this 19tter.'Bxajfii%“j°mﬁﬁﬁfm 5
g

Af
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The Chusch of the Redeenter
ENGLISH LUTHERAN

LEWIS AND FIFTH STS. LIVINGSTON, MONT.

IVAN HEFT, PASTOR
P 0. BOX 227

Dear Moth
and you are
thinl
your letter yesterday (I have a x at the post-office and
can get mgil on Sundays), and went to answer it at once.
a few weeks

so uncertain

houses and even rooms. You say th the rush is just for the summer, and
ot up in the fall. But you don't know Livingston? Do you know that some
sehool-teachers pay rent for their sooms through the summer in order to
;e&e them in the fall? And school-teachers don't have too much money eithef!
0 cannot tell what arrengements I'll make, and until I know, we had
better let things just as they are.

I am going to take a trip today, and be goz for two or three days. I

to Helena, which is sbout 125 miles west of here. There is a
convention of ministers to discuss Home Migsion work in lontana,
to be there. I'll sure go through some mountains to gzet there too!

I must stop for this time, as my train leaves soon, and there are some
things that I must do before i go. I am well 6 have not felf better for years.
We hed a poor congregation at church yesterday; only 16. But the weather is
nice and Yellowstone Park is near, so what can you do%? But things are coming
nicely, and I am getting acquainted. The people like me, but as far as that

is concerned, they have been without a pastor so long and were so anxious to

get one, that they'd like anybody! Must stop ‘for this time. Best of love to all

Lo







The Church of the Redeenter

ENGLISH LUTHERAN
LEWIS AND FIFTH STS. LIVINGSTON, MONT.
IVAN HEFT, PASTOR
P O.BOX 227

Juky 30/ 1919

Year Mother:-

It seems as if one thing after another has prevented me
from wtiting to you. The latest h been a funeral, from which I
aove just come. It was & rather sad case. The couple had come

h

from Minnesota, and the husband is a fireman orn the Northern

Pacific R.R. The wife died just a few Zays ago. She was sick

elle

gince the midile of January rith the flu
e 2

W

esult- And they were married jJus 3 couple of we

Neither of the couple belonged t our chiirédh. However,

was raieed & Luthegan; had baen baptized, and confirmed in

Swedish Imtheran Church. So they came to me &s the only Tutheran

pastor in town. 1 felt: so Sorry ftor | ks who are left. It
that the husband belongs to the Baptist Church, ahfhough
the one in this eity. I urged him to have his letter taken

from his home church and placed in this one. I think that h

will do it. I went around the Baptist minister last night

and told him of the young man, that he can look him up, and

have him Jjoin his church. The Baptist minister is a very nice

man, named Le Masters. He lived in Louisville for four years

while he was a student at the Baptist Seminary, and he couldii8t

say enough in praise of Louisville, and Louisville people. And T
told him that on that subject, as far as I was concerned, he
never cotdd say too much: He is intimstely acquainted with MNr.
James A. White. You remebber him. He is now is Chicago, =

the Young People's League




is at oresent in Tenver,

country? And T'4
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to you, and Memi
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my big
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they are well. T pray for el of you

Father will be good to us.

I am going to be installed

Bverythine is coming in a rush

Yarger:,

Northwest, is
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he will stop
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tO be

supposed

geveral dsys ago; but

them. Well, so geht's!

With
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best
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for the church.

]

Districet Superintiendent of

There

some forms printed for weekly

Will send one

rough Livingston.
He surely would be sur-

sure

each day

here tomorrww night.

< - it
her sudden.

Home Missions for the

coming through Livingston from the ceast,

are several oth

should have heard

to thits time, I have had no word from

of love to everyone, I am always,




The Church of the Redeenter

ENGLISH LUTHERAN
LEWIS AND FIFTH STS. LIVINGSTON, MONT.

IVAN HEFT, PASTOR
August 8, 1919.

Dear Mother:-

I'll try to dash off a little news to you today. It is
a shame the way I am treating the folks at home, but in my presént
situation it is hard for me to keep things going the way I went
to. However, I'll soon be settled properly, and them I'll write
regularly. The congregation is giving me the parsonage. As they
have been getting rent for this and nced the revenue for a while
yet, they will teke a 1ittle bit from my salary. However, what
they will teke is but & small fraction of what I would have to
pay for such accomodations elsewhere. Indeed, I could not get a
decent room for the sum that T shall be giging for the house.
mhe house—is & cottage,; with four rooms on the first -fleors
fhefirooms are comparatively small, so If11 have no trouble in

heating the house with one stove. I'11l have the study and sitting-

room together, and then have a bedroom, and in the kitchen I

intend'%m;put up 2 work bench® Would you tell Raymond to go

aheaﬁ and order some cabinet tools for me? I spoke to him about
that before I left, and he will understand what to get. Tell him
to order them, and ship them to me either by freight or express

8 he thinks best, and let me have the bill at once. I would want
s good plane, smme chisels - a set, a brace and set of bits, and
s Yenkee screw-driver such as he has, with what bits he thinks
I would need. Tell him to tehd to this as soon as he can, so that
I can have the material early in September.

I had two funerals this week, both on the same'day. The one

was sn old man - a Danish Lutheran. The other was & young boy from
> (over)




our congregation. He died of summer complaint,

g few days. I did not know of his sickness, till word came to me

of his death. I felt so sorry for the family. We had a beautiful
2

service in our church, using our new Burial Service.

I got my foot in i%¥ mesterday in o meeting of some of the

ministers. A meeting had been called for us to approve the recent

action of the railroad men in the present strike! I told the

brethren that no matter what my personal views on the subject
were, I had no right to foist them on my congregation and give
them out as the views of the Church. This matter is purely an
economic one - at present there is no gquestion of fundamental
right or wrong - and it is the Church's business to preach the
gospel =nd not get entangled in the things and affiars of the
world. I was the only one who took that out-and-out stand. The
Episcopalisn man declined to act because his authority was
1limited by the Church. One Salvation Army men refuded to consent
because he said that labor was not able to undertake this yet!
Another Salvation Army man said that he was afraid that bthey
would lose their financial becking if they did this! The Congre-
gational man was apprehensise because 8l1 his congeegation - prac-
tically - lives "west of #Main Street", thet is, are in the
wealthier class. I answered that a2s many of my people lived east
of Main St. as west, and that my Bhurch was not afraid to make
ppeal to any class of people if it was its duty to do so. But
this is a matter where the Church has no business in interfering.

Finally the cuestion was raised as th what then we should do. I

answered that we colldli't do anything if we wanted to, and more-

ver, it wasn't our business to butt in! And the meeting closed!

I must stop for this time. Will write more soon. As to my boil,
hed to see the doctor here about it the second &ay I wes here. He clecned
it out, and it is gone now, but left a bad scar in my neck. Am well, and
hope that all at home are too. Best of love to you. and Kemie, and Buttie

snd Sis and the babies. Fous




The Church of the Redeener
ENGLISH LUTHERAN







The Church of the Beveenter

ENGLISH LUTHERAN
LEWIS AND FIFTH STS. LIVINGSTON, MONT.

IVAN HEFT, PASTOR
P 0. BOX 227

3979

that T don't write more
vet T cannot see where the time goes.
s so uncertain, and I can't
to tell the folks at home,
pubting it off from time
ake another trip. I
Superintendent of the North
today - he will be here in less than an hour -
size up Living ston, and then tonight we'll take sleepers
But and be there tomorrow morning. He and I will then

S it
Work To Dbe

place over. There is some important
the mission is without a pastor for some time, and it ms

to my lot to take s trip there every other week or so, and
things humming. Don't think that this will be added work for
For if I were here in TLiviggston I1'd be working harder, and

and the trips would really rest me. I was visiting late

but as & result will have a man and his wife to

so0in chmreh in Spetember, and have their four children baptized.

mhe work here is not hard, the only trouble at present being my

ettled condition, and the hindrances that that brings. I am
indeed and feeling spikendid. I weighed the other day, and
s et 151 pounds! What do you think of that? And
yet, my waist is just the same measurement as wver.

I am sorry to stop for this time, but have several things to do
before Dr. Bieber, the Missionary, comes. Will write soon again,
1f only & dime for th ime. Best of et a ) rerv o1

Lo v 1 qi« or the time. Best of love to each ﬁﬁﬂ Elﬁfg one.
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Sept. 19, 1919.
Dear liother:-

I wonder if I'1ll ever get settled. However, I'm getting st
least a 1little order out of confusion. I have made my book-cases, smd have
the books stacked up in them? I don't have the books sorted out yet, send
arranged as they ought be, but at any rate, they are off of the floor, and
that is s great advance! I certainly did work yesterday. I had gotten some
lumber - 250 feet - and yesterday I made the book-cases. The lumber is fir,
eand it is very hard to work. It splinters easily, and is hard as can be.

I believe that the "splinter" houses that Helen used to telk sbout were
made &f Fir, because it runs to splinters so quickly! However, it is strong,
and it is just as chesp as pine, and is a nicer wook in the end. It will
take a nice stain, and has a pretty grain, and neither of these things

can be said about the cheap pine. I thought I'd have s lot of room in my
bbok-cases, for I made three of them,each with six shelges, the one being
27 inches long, ah# other a little over a yard, and the third two yards long.
And yet in spite of all this space my books fill ell but about four feet,
and when I getsome more soon I guess I'll have to make some more shelves.

I am going to make my tsbles next, three of them, and made for svecial

stvdy tebles. Then I am going to sand-paper all the stuff and give it a
nice oak stein, and varmish, tco. I1'll have some bits of wood left, and

from this I'll meke some picture fremes, snd a little table-1,mp. There'll

sure be some class to this ptace when I get done - yes, when I get done!

One cf the members of the council lent me all the tools I need, so I don't

have to worry on that score.

The chmrch is going to put a range in the house and leave it here

permanently. I was arounl tof different piaces todsy pricing them. They




sure do soak you for fhem. You can't get anything really decent and lasting
for less than $80, and they are none of the best.

Well, Mother, I have a lot to say, but am so busy I can't think straight
I've been wanting to answer the letter that Sis sent some time ago, but
gimnly haven't had time. Is Dr. Renn sure to acceot the call our Church gave
him? When I was talking to Mr. Kemnitz, he said it was not definitely
settled yet. I surely hope he will come. And too, I think it would be & good
plan for St. Paul's and our Chwrch to combine. There is no need, to my
mind, of St. Paul's heigg where it is,‘for there is not much field for it
there. One Chmréh eould do the work.

I must stop for this time. Will write soon again. Best of love to esch

and every one. Always lovingly,

.S.- Heve not moved, although I have most of my THimgs in the house. T am

waiting for the range, for the water ecsnnnt be turned on here till the hot

water connections are made. Hope to be in herc to stay by next week.
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Dear Mother:-

I have just finished clearing away the dishes of the first meal -
fudl me=l - I have ever cooked for my self! Now; aren't you surprised?
Tet me tell you what I had: Fried potatoes, fried eggs, baked beans,
toast and syrup, and Post-toasties with sugar and cream and benana! How is
that? Not bad for a start! The same meal would have cqst me at least $.85
at the restaurant. From now on I am going to get two meals a day, breakfast
and supper. Dimner I'll tske at the restaurant, 8o that I cen get meat.
The trouble about the restaurant mesls is that they are almost entirely
meat. And I don't like that disproportion. So from now on I'll have my
diet belanced. The dinner will give me enough meat, and at supper I'll
have the vegetebles thay I don't get at dinner, beans and corn and pess
snd potatoes. And then too, I can have more milk than I'd get at the
restaursnt, and I'll buy my own cake and fruit, and they won't be so high
then. I sunre d4id lay in & supply of stuff today: It soasked %&%%10.10 but
that includes & good many things, as 10 1bs. of sugar, a dozen Eagle brand
cans of milk, baked beans, potatoes, eggs, cereals, Karo, etc. Sg I'm
gtocked up for s 1ittle whide. You ought to see the things I bought to fix
up the house, and cooking utensils too, eand dishes. Mr. Sielaff, of our
Church Council, keeps a 10¢ and Variety store, and I got everything from
him. He gave me good reductions too. The things are very nice, snd I have
good dishes and kinves and forks and spoons. They are not expensive, but they
are by no means cheap stuff. They will look nice, and will wear. Mr. Sielaff
is going to go with me tomorrow to buy some curtain stuff, and the ladies
have promised to sew the curtains for me. They meet Thursday, so I'11 have
them then. You remember the curtains I got at Princeton; I have them up,

: but they are beginning to look ragged now. So I'll use the new curtains




for the front rooms, and the others for the bed-room and kitchen, and bath-
TOOM.

Yesterday a range was put in here. The Churchbought ;t, and had

it put in. The men also got the stove from the basement, and set that up.

So Yesterday I had fires in the stoves, and had hot water for at night. T
was as dirty as could be, and that bath felt good. Also the heat came in
handy, for it was quite cold. We have had a heavy frost, and the mountains
are covered with snow.

My bed is & dandy one. I slept like a log last night, and overslppt
éhis morning. I went to bed at ten, and got up at nine! But I can stand such
snoozes. I can just feel the strength and life coming back into me.

I have finiﬁhed>my book-cases, all but staining them. I am working
now on my tables. They will take a little more time. The worst of it all is
the amount of sewing I have to do. However, that is good exercise, and I
really don't mind it.

I must tell you sbout my shaking hands with our President:! When I
saw thét his trein was goimg to stop here, I made up my mind that I'd see
him if I could. So what I did was to take one of my cards and write on it
"Princeton, 1915." As soon as I could get to the train I handed it to one
of the secret-service men, and told him to give it to the President. He said
he would, and put the thing in his pocket! I guess he gave it to Wikson after
the train left, but that was not what I wanted. So I wrote another card, and
gave it to a secret-service man stending on the platform.He said he would
give it to the President after the train started. So I thought that that was
the end of it, and I stepped back a little. A newspaper reporter whom I know
asked me what I gave the man, and I was just telling him, when Vilson came
to the side of the car and said to the man,"Where is he?"The man pointed me
out, and I Jjudged thet I was wanted, so I stepped up. Wilson reached out
his hand to me, and greeted me. I told him that I shook hands with him when

he was first elected president. He sasid, "Well, well, I'm glad to shake hands
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again®® There was a write-up in the paper sbout thiks. It came under the

account of Wikson's visit here. I'll give it to you:

MEETS PRINCETONIAN (Sounds nice, doesn't it!)

The Rev. Ivan Heft, graduate of Princeton, class of 1915, handed
his card to Mr. Tumulty, who passed it on th the President.

¥Mr. Wilson then walked to the side of the car snd shook hands with
Mr. Heft, who is pastor of the Church of the Redeemer, English Lutheran, in
Tivingston. The minister told the president he has shaken hands with him at
Princetoh, the night he was elected president of the university.

"Well, well,™ exclaimed Mr. Wilson, "I am glad to meet mou again.

You have a beautiful state here."

This is the news-parper sccount. You can see that it differs a little
from what I told you, but I guess the reporter didn't hear some things right,
gtretched others, and invented some more! But at any rate your son had his
negme in the papers!

I just got the minutes of the Northwest Synod today. I am sendi-g
you a copy. 1'll mark the places I want you to read.

I must tell you something about Mr. Busche here. He was born in
Cermany, and csme to this country when he was fourteen. He has been here
about thirty years. He has a b%bther and sisters living in Germany, and had
not heard from them since the beginning of the war, or sirce just before the
war. He sent a number of telegrams to them, and finally one got to them
and they answered it with a letter. I happened to go in to see him in h#s

store Saturday evening, and he looked sick. He is a big strong, fat man,

and you could see that something was wrong. The weather had changed severely

and I thought that had mede him sick, and asked him if that was the




trouble when I told him he wasn't looking well. To my surprise the poor man
sot down and started to cry. He pointed to two letters on the desk, and I
could see they came from Germany. And then the sobs shook his body. He then
to0ld me that none of his folks were dead, but they were sick and broken as
a result of the war, and were almost starving. They were on short rations,
and worst of ell, had poor clothing end practically no #4664 fuel fot the
winter. ﬁéwééﬁéd Mf; Busche to send some food if we have any to spare over
here - saying that of course he would pay for it. He then said (Mr. Busche
gave me the letters to read) "Das sieht wie #ff$### Bettelei aus, lieber
Willi," but wh;t pride they hed left after the war was broken by the Bolshe-
vists. He said that the revolution was gquite bad, and he, in spite of
wpeinleiden” which kept him out of service, had to take a gun and help
against these men. The second letter wes from Mr. Busche's brother®in-law.
It was written in the German hand-writing - the first was type-written -
and I couhd not read this writing. I'll ask Mr. Busche to read it to me.
I felt so sorry for the.poor man. He did -ot come to Church at all on Sunday
and he is the mogst faithful member we have. I went to see him yesterday and
he was feeling bette;. He is fixing uv & box to send his folks.

e had a Union Meeting Sunday night with the Norwegian Lutherans.
I was gla@rof the qbgnce to begome acqugnited with them, and with their
pastor. He does not live here, and comes here only once in fthree weeks, and
this was the first chanse I had to meet him. He is & fine man. He wants me
to attend their Conference meeting}October17-19. I shall make arrangements
to g0, for I 'want to meet some of their men, and also show them that the
pastors of the United Lutheran Church are human beihgs. The Norwegiasn man
saw that I had a Service in honor of our Church's soldiers, and he asked me
to come to his Church some time and assist him in such a Se?vice for his
men. I'1l1l gladly do so. I don't see why they want to keep up as they do.

They have an Fnglish Service onlynonce in six weeks! Nearly all of the

people understand English, and many cannot understend Novwegian: Those .
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people belong in our Church, where they could have two services a Sunday
instead of one service every sixth Sunday. In introducing and welcoming

Rev. Onerheim (that is his name), I said that he was pastor of the

Norwegian ILutheran Church. He, in answering, said that he wanted to correct
something that I said, end went on th say that they were not Norwegisans!:

He ssid that they were Americans who could speak Norwegian as well as
American! He then went on to say that he was hoping for the time when

211 the preaching would be in English. Well, I could have said in answer
that if they were Americans they had no business calling themselves the
Nowwegian ILutheran Chmréh! And too, if they counld spesk English as well as
Jorwegian, why in the name of SamﬁHill didn't they have services in the
language of this country! But I didn't say that. You can imagine how tactful
that would heve been! I said that I stood corrected for what I had said, and
wished to say more. I told them that it was one of the principles of the
Tutheran Chmrch thaet the Gospel should be preached in the language of the
people; and therefore if there were in this land of ours those who could

not spesk our language, the Word should be preached to them in their own
tongue, and God speed their pastors! And then I went—on to say that T hoped —
for the time when God would grant the comsummation of the wish Rev. Onerheim
expressed, that all the preaching would be in the language of this country.
For then we could be one in language and orgsnization, as well as in spirit.
The oceasion of the Union Service was an address by a Mr. Arnold of
Minneapolis, on the preventinn of vice. When he first came to me and asked
for the Service, I was a little reluctant. For as a rule, these people
gimply tell so many sugéestive things - that is the nature of the subject -

that they do more harm than good by rousing those who hear them. But after

I befame convineed that this men was different, I gave him the Service. And




it was a fTine one - the best I've heard on that line. Not one thing the least
bit suggestive was said. He took up the time in telling of preventions, such
as fighting certain advertisements. One was "Sell twenty-four stickpins and
get one free". Can you see how such an innocent thing as that could be the
means of ruining hundreds of young girls? Yet lMr. Arnold showed how. He has
been in the work for wo dong that he is on to all the tricks of the trade.
And he has sent & lot of men to the "pen". But above all, - and that was
the reason I gave him the service, for this fiew of things - he said that.
the Church was-the only sgency, in the lastanalysis, that could gave US
from this situstion. And that is true. We need laws, but we cannot legislate
men into righteousness. It is the Gospel of Christ alone thet can save.

I must stop for ths time. I' 1 send you some copies of our last
Weekly Bulletin. I'll send & number, and I wish you would distribute them to
some of the folks at our Church. I'd like them to know of some of the things
we are doing here in kontana. I'll send them with the minktes I spoke of.

How are all the folks? Best of love to all, to you and Memie, and
Buttie and Sis, and my two Honeys. I am well and getting fat and sassy.

Always lovingly,

Ivan.

Am'sending beck the clipping jou want. I think that the men are

in the wrong to this $xtent that they have no business to demand a closed
shop. If they want to belong to the Union, all right. They have no right to
dictate to others what to do, or to cause discrimination esgainst those who

don't believe as they do. T-at is Kaiserism, if only they knew it. And from
some of the things they are doing now, I am beginning to lose sympathy with
them. I donlt believe in @apitalism, but those men are citizens just the same
and have rights that must be respected. I wish that Louisville had a man like
Mayor Ole Hanson of Seattle! Then some of those fellows would be Jkiled for
their lswlessness. -- I was very much impressed with what good Bro.Powell
had to say. Of course, the fact that Mr. "Canary" is a member of his Church
does not influence him. Even if Mr. Minary went elsewhere hédd say the same
thin% - for the reason that there are many others who are just as pleased as
?he ld.Man ig. The simplest description that I have for the Dr. is that he
is a cringing hypocrite and cuonsummate liar. but he does have a good head -

that is, it is ar : ing- hi :
b he;t'wish;: ?n excellent sounding-box for his empty utterances. Give him
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Derr liother:-

Have not yet been able to send the things I promised/ E
have simply been rushed to death, and too, Bave so many things
swarming in on me now. Next week I am to go to our Western
Conference of the Nowthwest Synod, which meets at Killdeer, North
Dekkta. Just a couple of days ago I fouhdout that I am to have a
paper to read, on the Sunday School,and its work. Eﬁggg is some
edded work. Then too, the week after that I am to go th the
confercnce of the Nowwegian ILutheren Church of this state, which

is to be held in the northwestern part of the state. So I have my

hands full. Next Sunday we have our Communion Ser¥ice, and I am

trying to get together some peopte who have promised to join the
Church. The Sundsgy after that we have our Harvest Home Service,

and then comes Reformation Sunday. Thihgs are coming nicely. The
Sunday School is gprowing, and the evening services are picking up
nicely. I meant to say that the Sunday after the Communion Service
weé shall have a baptismal service, at which we s8hall have sbout
fifteen infant bsptisms. Then will follow the Harvest Home Service.

Have just got some new calling cards, and am sending you one
Must stop for this time, to catch the mail. Am still a lfttle
unsettled. The ladies made some nice curtains for me, and want to
come sometime and give me a house-cleaning!! They said they wanted
to surprise me. I told them that when they saw the house ###f#they
would be more surprised them I! -- Best of love to all. How are
81l the falks. Will try to write you a decent letter soon!
With love to all,

Ivan.







MONTANA

MONTANA

(AREA 147,182 SQ. MILES)

1 Tield Missionary.

~— T Hnglish ﬁexﬁ'ﬁ'My e
’T“F‘ng TLautheran Missionary to 377,000 souls,,

1 Eng. Luth. Pastor to 877,000 souls.

6 First-class cities with no Eng. Luth. churches.
73,591 sq. miles to g} Eng. Luth. Pastor.

No Synod within bounds.

No Institutions within bounds.

ENGLISH HOME MISSIONS

OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE
EVANGELICAL L;THERAN CHURCH

IN NORTH AMERICA

FIELD Mlsslor«ﬁ'nv FOR MONTANA
REV. W. 4" ZUNDEL, M.A.

<
N

B ﬁ,wgﬁg;d %w-‘"l-"‘){‘lrlx

2é=d

e -
L a}k,.q,m,

a,‘,,f{ KA A

A

"N
7

{:‘,.A»‘ f f‘r
o ‘?‘*“(«'f ! 4
of.

SRR NN

Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia, Maryland,
Delaware and New Jersey, etc.

7 Field Missionaries.

150 Eng. Luth. Miss. (89 G.C.) (61 G.S. est.)

1 Eng. Luth. Miss. to 151,000 souls.

1 Eng. Luth. Pastor to 23,000 souls.

No First-class cities without Eng. Luth. Church.
147 sq. miles to one Eng. Luth. Pastor.

14 entire Synods within bounds.

6 Theo. Seminaries, 7 Colleges, 8 Hospitals, 75
various other institutions. Total 96.

b Y.

Akt
Rt e s S T




The Church of the Redeener

ENGLISH LUTHERAN
LEWIS AND FIFTH STS. LIVINGSTON, MONT.

IVAN HEFT, PASTOR e
v b )
P 0.BOX 227 = ‘ = 919.

-
1
4

surely am sorry that I have not written sooner. I

have been wanting to write each day, and yet have not been able to
do it. I guess it is the same old story! One reas n why I have no
peen able to write is that I have been under the weather a little.
Now don't get alermed. I went to the doctor at once, and he said

it was a little touch of the grippe. He ssid to me, "Son, gou take
these pills and keep quiet for a few days and you'll be 811 right."
:

And he sure did prophesy

For I am feeling all right now. Don't
be alsrmed. I think that it was just a trace of the aftereffects
of the flu. For the days whkre damp last week, and I suppose that
thet is what made me feel that way. But don't worry, plemse. For

is very seldom that the westher is that way, and too, I am very
careful. This is whown by the fact that I went to the doctor at
once. Also, I dtdn't go to the Norwegian Conference in the western
part of the stdte as I had plannéd. It was an awful disappointment
for me, for I wanted to go; but I decided to be on the safe side
and not go when I was feeling as uncertain as I was.

I am badly rushed just now, due to my loafing for the

few days, and so will hot take the time to tell you of the
to Dakota. I'll do that in the nemt letter. So I'll close for this
+ime. I hope that all are well. Best of love to each and every one.

Am well now, so don't worry.

News: Hed ten infant baptisms Sunday before last, and will soon

have at least eight more. Will soon take into the Church six members

that I am sure of, or raether seven. Am going to Billings Thursday
to stay till Friday. Best of love to all. Hurriedly, Ivan-




of The Tmtheran there is this on P. 502:

Montana, whose pupulation is &l so largely Lutheran, has at
this writing but one active, growing English Congregation - the
Church of the Redeemer in Livingston. If, however, the pastor, the
people, the church building, and the city are a criterion of what
is coming, then we can begin to sing the doxology.

Pastor Ivan Heft, a Princeton graduate and an M.A. Princeton
post-graduate, a produect of the Springfield Seminary, a culturead,
talented, consecrated, energetic young masn; & congregation composed
of the foremost people in Rivingston; a beautiful, churchly temple

of God; Livingston, the gateway to the North and slso tothe
’ < * )

Yellowstone Park towards the Bouth, beaut 11 for situation anad

ons of the most fertile irrigated pasts of Montenma = all these
"yields" in one English Lutheran "minB" in the rich minersl state
of Montana indicate the "paying veins®™ that are ours if we"work™

them.
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*

Mother: -

I just received your lett er, amd I write at once so

that you will not worry about me. I no longer have the grippe,

and am getting along nicely. I did have a bad accident when I
cut my finger with a hatchet about a week ago. I was sutting

wood, and the hatchet struck s knot and turned aside, and took a

»
neat slice out of my left forefinger. The thing had healed nicely
but yesterday while working over at the church I tore it open agai
However, it is healed enough today so that I c: e e typewrite
I am surely sprry that Buttie got hurt as he did. I hope that he
is better by now. And then to get hit by a car too! That is adding
insult to injury! And then, with it all, it mekes it so ndce to

a ot of folks to tell your trouble to - when-you can just

your mouth a half-inch!

S

We had a Hallow-e'sn social at the church 1sst night. e had
a Qood time, but Where was such & gtorm that very few came out.
One of the stunts was ducking for apptes. They dared me to do it,
and I did, and got one the first time, without getting even a
gingle hair wet. It was funny to see some of the kids; they'd go
till they had their noses under the water, and that would be all!

Must stop for this time. Will have to go th Butte next week.
My reason for going there is practically to save the congregation
there- Love to each and all. &Send me little Alethes's letter.
Have a class in catechism this afternoon, and must stop. Best of
love.

Always,

2 Ivan

=7~/ (VU




Nov., 4, 1919.
Dear Mother:-

I wrote this letter on Saturday, and then forgot it and
just found it on my desk: That is a sample of what your son's
state of mind is. Well, I'll soon be out of this rush,snd have
things going smoothly.

\\)f I am going to Butte on Sunday. I shall have to mmit the
gervices here. I dislike very much to do this, but it is abso-
luteély necessary that someone go to Butte to save the congregation
there, and yours tryly is the only one in the state who can do it
g0 yours truly has to go. The people here are very nice about it,
so that mekes me feel better about going. Things are picking up
nicely. On Sunday, at our Sunday School, we had an attendance that
was equal to the tosal enrolment when I came here - 52!

work 38 spreading out in every way. It is truly encouraging.

When I was &t Billings to see Rev. Zundel o%f, Dr. Bieber was
also there. He is the Missionary Superintendent of the Northwest
Synod, a fine man, and the greatest Home Missionasry in this country
With Zundel leaving, Montana is now without a Field Miscionary. Dr
Bieber said to me, "If things were ndt going so nicely at Tigingsto
I would take you away from there and make you Pield Missionary for

the whole state.” I was surely pheased to have a men like Dr.

Bieber say that to me. {i

Mother, you are worrying about me, wondering if I am taking
care of myself, Let me tell you this to show it: I was invited to

take a long hike into the mountains, for a couple of daj
am Simply crazy to go. But rather than run the risk of
another instalment of the grippe, I declined. So if T
trip like that, you can see that I am careful. - I alre
an invitation for Thaenksgiving. A Mrs. Scheuber asked m
evening. Sunday one of the ladi
sure i€ good. -- I must stop for this
Tell me how Buttie is. I hope that he is
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Dear lother;-
I got the telegram late last night, and I surely was surprised
to get it. I have not been able to write as much as I wanted to in
the past few weeks, but I have sent at leastga letter a week, beside
some cards. That you have not received them, I cannot understand.
I wanted to write at least occasiohally, so that you would not
worry, and, as I say, cannot understand what has happ ned[?hisfl know,
thet some mail hes been coming to me as much a2s & week late, and the
mailssystem seems to be badly disorganized. And I fear that it will
continue to be worse, for the Northern Tacific has taken off its
finest Timited trein, effective today. But while this explains what
has heppenéd, it does not do away with the worry that you had.l am
truly sorry for this. Also, I shall tey to write oftener than once a
week.Il am feeling better now - now that I have been sick, but just
feeling "pepless”. BRBut today I feel better, and think that it will
be permanent.But in any event, do not war ry, for there is absolutély
no danger. I mve been uncomfor table on account of the little touch of
bhddd-poisoning thet I mentioned in the last letter, but that is almost
entirely gone now. Also I have had a boil in my nose, which has been
a-nuidesnce, but that is getting better too. I received your last letter,
end thank you for =11 the news.
I must stop now. I want this letter to get the next mail trein
and I shall have to hurry. The Bfi/#¢}¢g Busches h-d me for dinner today.
They surely are kind =2nd nice. Best of love to all.I hope all are well.

Alweys, Ivan.
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Mother, there ig a personsl matter I want toswrige gsbout, concerning my
financés. I wonder if it would be possible for you to meke me another

loan. The reason I ask is this: Ivstill‘owe some money on my furnitwe,
and‘glso the $100.00 that is due to Princeton for my remmssion of tuition.
I wsnted to pay Bverything up as soon as possible, but have been unatll e

to do this. The reason is that I did not want to stint myself with fw a,
ste., lest I should grow sicker than I was, and also, I have had very
neavy expense for fuel. The result has been that I have barely been able
o get ‘along from month to month, gnd I do not like to h=zve these outgide
iebts hanging on to me. I would rather pay you the interest than have this

wor ry, and wonder whether it would be conveniént for you to let me have

$200.00 to wover these extra debts, and,leave me free. You see, in Jenuary

> f 5 ey 3 / s ¢
Clan Jyard, vl fraek ﬂ,l;a'v &

A

my life insurance falls due, which is about $30.00.”Ana alse , I‘ant%od
nay you some of the interest that is due you. I have not figured out -

axactly how much you have lent me - that is, I shall have to compare a ll
my accounts, and this I shall do before New Year. But I want to let you
mve $30.00, that is, one half of %60.00, as your semi-annual interest.

T tell ‘you this, so thet you can arrange your matters =sccordingly. Now'
if this is not canvenient, of course I do mt want you to trouble. I'l1
let ithat rest with you. I think that the pople ke re will give me an
increase soon. That will help. In these days of high prices it is lmm to
zet along. And I do not want to deprive myself of the things thet I heve
to ke ve. Well, I'll close now. Whatever you can do will be sl1 right

with me.
With Rove,







The Church of the Redeemer
ENGLISH LUTHERAD
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Livingston, Mm tane,

December 14, 1919.

Dear WMot her:-

Well, it -is December 14, and you know what that me engs! I cele hrated

my birthday by receiving into the Church my first member.I told you #b

about it in my last letter. Well, this morning the snow was drifted very
bedly, and I was afraid that msny would stay esmy from the Service - md
they did. I wasn't disappofinted in that respect! Early this morning I

gave up the idea of attempting to heat the Church, and decided to have

the Services in the Parsonage. I figured that the house could accomod te
all who would come out - and it did! At the time of starting there was no
m e there, and finally two members came, Nrs. Busche, and lrs.Urbom. Later
Mrs.Kinne came, the lady whom I was to confirm, and those, with little
Gladys Kinne, made up the congregation.Well, we had the Service, read ng
it instesd of singing it.We read the hymns too. I comdensed my sermon

and gave them a short one on the Gospél for the Day, and then we had t he
confirmation Service. So I have taken & member into the Church. Mrs. Kinne
had intended to bring the baby to the Morning Service fa baptism, but

the weather was so bad ﬁhat she could not think of that. So I told her
that T would come in the afternoon and baptize the baby. After the Se vice
we had our Sunday School. There were 16 who came out, and I was the omnly
teacher there. We sang some Christmaw hymns, and read some Chri stmas

le ssons from the Bible, and had the usuai Sunday School Service.Then I
ecalled the roll, and after that told them the Christmas stoyy. The ages
were S0 mixed that that was all I could do. Then I had the whole Schwl
repéat after me till each one learned it:For unto you is born this day in
the City of David a Saviour, which is Chri st the Lord. And also: Glory to
God in the highest, =md on earth peaée, good will toward mén/ The afl ernoon

I spent in visitation.First I called at Mrs. Kinne's to baptize the baby.




It is a 1little boy.And by the way, it isen asdopted baby. The Kinnes I ve

no children of their own, and have adopted three children.The first one,

however, died, so they have only the two. One other beby that I baptized

here in Montana is an adopted gaby.lt is the baby of the Geareys in Butte.
wor

Mrs.Cearey used to live in B t Weyne, Indiena. To return to this afternoon:

After visiting the Kinnes I mmde some ot her calls.The next was to a family

of Hensens, Eorwe?ian¢ Lutherans.I baptized their baby in October, amd took

them the baptismal certificate. They are surely a nice family.Three of the
children, Alma, Alice and Billy, are in our S.S. They came this morning too,
through all that snow, about a mile. Next I went to a family named Teathers.
They wre dellghtful people. They used to live in Maine.And by the way, one
of Mrd.Leathers' high-schoolgchums was a teacher of mine at Prim eton! - =
Dr. Carey. Well, I took some bsptismal certifinatés to the Teathers family.

There were five, Louise, Elizabeth, Geraldine, William Faymond, and Lewis.

Altogether; Thave vaptized fifteen children since T am in Montana. Well,
after visiting the Leathers', I went to see a family named Leistiko. They
were bern in Germany - the father and mother. They have justhad a taby
born, & little girl. They want me to beptize her in a week or so, and that
will meke another one. The family is a rather poor on-, and are in cramped
quarters.One of their boys has gone rather bsd, and is now in a reform
sehocl in the state. I seem to have a grip on the children, and one of
them, Otto, is saif to be 2 rather tomgh customer in the neighborhood.

But if I can help them in any way, I shall be only too glad. Well, I have
given you a sample of & Montane lMissionary's 1life! Taking the weather and
everything into considerstion, itig 8 great life - IF YOU DON'T WEAKEN -
but I havenm't begun to weaken yet, and never will! I'm feeling hard as
nails now! -- ell, I must go to the P.0. and deposit this letter. Then
to bed far me, even if it is beforfe 9 P.M. I hsd no Vespsr Service this
eyening. -- Best of love. Give my little honies some kisses fa me. I'll

whisper to you that Satita Claus told me something about them!They'll find out
Lots of love to you and Memie and,Buftie and Sis.I h?pe alk are well. TIvan.




The Church of the Redeenter

ENGLISH LUTHERAN
LEWIS AND FIFTH STS. LIVINGSTON, MONT.

Dec. 20.
De&r Mother:-
I went to drop a line talay. I am $f##bkf disobeying you
and semi ing some things home for Christmas. I wenmt to do it, snd T knmow
that you can use them. There will be two boxes, one small one for you,

ard the other which was sddressed to Alethea. There is nothing in tles e

boxes for Buttie, but there is something that Iwant to send him, and I

will send that later.

I cannot write any more this time, as I am in a rush. I sm well
and am pretty well fixed after the cold spell. It is much warmer now,
and I Imve enovgh coal so that there is no chance of getting cddd.

I hore all are well. Best of love to you and Memie, snd Buttie amd

£

Sis and my honies! I'll write again %o that you hear fram me before Xmas.

Tove to all.
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ENGLISH LUTHERAN
LEWIS AND FIFTH STS. LIVINGSTON, MONT.

IVAN HEFT, PASTOR
P 0. BOX 227

Dear Nother:-

I have but & moment in which to write a line to you. I want to
tell you about my Christmas, so thatt you will know that I really
enjoyed myself. I was invited out to dinner Xmas Dgy by the Bcheubers,
and md.a fine time there. They alkso had me for Thamksgiving. There vwere
several other s who wanted me to come too, but the Scheubers were fir st
in their invitation. Also, on Xmas Bay there came a box from the people
in But te whose baby I baptized while there. It was mighty nice. Of course
T had the box that Santa had got ten from Louisville in some way or
other:! I wonder who helped him with it! So you see, I was by no meens
forgotten. Aunt Hattie and Aunt T sent me ¢ money, and one of the
Scandinavian families in the congregation gave me a ¢ esent of 5 —am
wi th this money:I got some Vietrola records that I long wanted. So you
mustn't worry about the Xmas I had. And that was not all. On Friday I
was out mek ing some calls and happened to.go to & hone where the father
is a railroad men. He was away on Xmas day, and they were having their
Xms dinner on Friday, snd I had to stay there! There are five children
in the family. I baptized them 81l recently. It is a delight ful home,
and I surely enjoyed myself. The services on Xnes Day were nice. Tlere

was the early morning Service, and the Children's Service in the eveni ng.
: ’ ng

I'1T tell yuu more about them later. The church wags packed in the evening.

How are a1l the folks? I hope all are well. I am well, except thet I
am a little worn out from the strain at Xmas. But I shall soon get over
that. Best of love to you, and Memie, and Buttie and Sis, and my two

Honies. Thank little Alethea for the card you wrote far her. Tel 1 her




that uncle Di wishes hoo that he could bave been home.

Wit h love to &ll, I am always




