Volume XVI

Issue 6
Newspaper of Av/Elul 5777

w August 2017
OF THE BLUEGRASS
A chapter ends

By Barbara Goldman, Shalom Editor

A lot has happened throughout my three-year journey with Shalom, both on a personal level as
well as a global level. Both have certainly had their effect. Along with editing Shalom, my food
column in the Ledger Independent (a northern Kentucky newspaper), and a few other writing gigs,

| my time has been spent working as a café chef, personal chef, caterer, and about anything else
food-wise I could sink my teeth into. About six months ago I began a new adventure as a food
truck owner, Babz Bistro.

The food truck has already exceeded my expectations with the joy and freedom it is providing me.
However, due to the time and demand of this new course, I will no longer be able to continue my
position as Shalom editor.

This decision did not come easily. Never in my wildest dreams did I expect this experience to

exceed my expectations so greatly. I was never fully aware of how many lives this amazing
organization touched, and if being truthful, how many individuals and hours are constantly involved in maintaining daily
operations.

As we each walk through life, it is so important to surround ourselves with mentors, people who are not only greater than
us, but keep their clarity of mind and wits regardless of life’s challenges.

Mentors help us so that we may set goals and blueprints for achieving our own personal greatness. The editorial board and
the Federation staff have been constant mentors

Although this chapter is ending, it is only that, a chapter. I will continue reading the rest of Shalom’s story, and hopefully
contribute a few stories of my own. Thank you central Kentucky Jewish Community for having me. For those of you who
may be considering becoming more involved with the Jewish community, don’t wait any longer. It will bring more joy to
your heart than my words could even begin to articulate.

We are continuing the quest for a new Shalom editor. If you or someone you know may be interested, please contact the
Federation.

Thank you,
Barbara Goldman

Camp Shalom swims through 2017 program changes

By Tamara Ohayon

Camp Shalom enjoyed an earlier start to our day camp this summer, as well as a change in loca-

tion. As a result, the campers were able to play, swim, and learn through two weeks of near perfect

Cam weather around the grounds of Temple Adath Israel.
p We had many activities on the front lawn, enthusiastically played many rounds of gaga in a shady

corner of the back parking area, and ran games, arts and crafts, and even rest and story time in the

religious school classrooms and social hall.
a om For a large portion of each day, we had one big adventure. Week one we walked to the local Wood-
land Park pool twice for splashing fun. The little ones enjoyed climbing, jumping, and sliding in
and around the awesome pirate ship zero-entry pool while the older campers played tag in the deep pool, bounced off diving
boards, and conquered the water rock climbing wall. On Tuesday, the children went to Raven Run Nature Sanctuary and
split up into three groups for age-appropriate hikes to different areas of the property. Our littlest campers were true troop-
ers and made it successfully through a moderate hike for their little legs. We all learned about animals and plants in the
Kentucky area and were abie to practice using Hebrew words for some of the animals and insects we saw, thanks to Rabbi
Sharon Cohen. After, we had a picnic lunch on site before heading back to TAI on the bus. (Continued on p.5)
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Director’s Message: May 2017 Annual Meeting Remarks, excerpts

By Tamara Ohayon

It has been a big year of change at
Jewish Federation. New staff, ad-
justments to programs, and our nor-
mal Board transitions are just a few.
We have seen a lot of wonderful
new faces in newcomers to Lexing-
£ ton and the surrounding area, some
who have almost instantly become
involved in congregational life and
community programming.

It’s also been a difficult year for our country and elsewhere
around the globe. Particularly here in the US and within the
Jewish community we have seen growing polarization.

Recent events have brought up many questions. When do we
speak out? When do we act? What should we say, how little,
how much? Which battles are ours to fight, and which are
best fought by others? How can we demonstrate our resolve
to both cherish and champion our Jewish values without ap-
pearing political, and therefore alienating one part of our
community or another?

The Federation’s Community Relations Committee (led by
Larry Kant and Ken Slepyan), as well as our Board and staff,
have had many lively debates about how we, as an organiza-
tion, and as Jews, can best serve this community. We have
asked how we can stay relevant and yet still, somehow, be
seen as the “open tent” we are meant to be for every Jew in
Central Kentucky. It is a terribly difficult path to walk, with-
out a “right” way, in my opinion, and yet we cannot ignore
the challenge. I am truly grateful for and humbled by the
passion and thoughtfulness shown by all of our committee
volunteers, Board members, and staff in navigating such a
challenge. And I do hope that whatever path we choose as an
organization and community is one of respect and of active
listening, one on which we can walk forward hand-in-hand,
healing the polarization of these past months and years.

A small steering committee of current and past leaders from
our three largest organizations, Federation, OZS and TAI,
have now met once to digest the recommendations of last
year’s Ukeles Study, and we will meet again soon to start to
look ahead and creatively develop some new and interesting
ways in which this community can grow closer together.

In terms of office use and staff time, I have been working
closely with our many part-time staff to establish a flexible
and productive work environment that helps us work re-
motely when necessary and maintain the momentum needed
to keep up with our busy programming schedule.

I often ask myself, “Is programming really enough?”

In the years I spent in Daniel Baker’s current role of Market-
ing, Outreach, and Engagement, I was fortunate to partici-
pate in a series of trainings with a unique regional cohort of
young professionals. We analyzed our work of trying to cre-
ate entry points for Jewish connection in an ever-changing
communal and institutional environment.

What we learned about relationship building is crucial to our
strategy because the payoff of that individually tailored, and
time-intensive, discovery creates not only more trust, and
more open and uninhibited dialogue, but also creates op-
portunities for the individual’s direct and deepening engage-
ment in many aspects of community life. As a consequence,
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the love and trust and excitement spreads and those indi-
viduals become members of a team, a grassroots movement
with lasting effect.

Here’s the catch: because this work is so time-intensive, our
staff cannot do all of the programming and outreach alone.
We need you, and those like you, to not only invest finan-
cially in what we do, but to also give your time. Wouldn’t
it be wonderful if we could form a welcoming committee?
Congregations often have them, why doesn’t Federation?
Federation is, after all, often a first point of information and
entry into Jewish communal life, with calls and emails com-
ing through several times a year.

Perhaps someone will see a flier for Camp Shalom, and send-
ing their kids to camp will be their first point of connection.
We could absolutely use more help on the Camp committee.

Perhaps someone is experiencing a serious financial or med-
ical crisis, or needs help caring for their elderly or sick fam-
ily member. Mimi Kaufman has a wonderful Jewish Family
Services committee, who are always in need of additional
voices and helpers in one capacity or another. Please reach
out to Mimi and see how you can help.

And of course our many educational, youth, young profes-
sional, fundraising, social action and holiday events through-
out the year, all require a tremendous amount of planning
and work. Our staff needs you to help brainstorm new ideas,
coordinate details, reach out and invite others to join, set up,
and follow up for every single program.

This, as much as your financial support, will launch Federa-
tion into a very healthy growing spurt, one which we can feel
really good about at the end of each year.

So what about the financial support?

None of what we do is possible without donations. This
Federation, quite frankly, will not survive the rising tide of
change ahead unless we increase our annual campaign and
long-term assets. Last year at the Annual Meeting, I likened
our Federation’s financial situation to an individual living
paycheck to paycheck. With our campaign already behind
this year, that analogy is eerily true.

Perhaps this issue is simply a reality for our community.
Maybe we are not “givers” to the same extent that some
other communities are. Or perhaps, as a few have tried to tell
me these past few years, particularly these past few months,
Federation simply isn’t relevant to the majority of this com-
munity. I think I could believe that more so if I didn’t know
that every organization in Lexington, Jewish or otherwise,
struggles with giving in different ways.

So let’s take one more step forward. Let’s be bold. We
haven’t survived nearly 6,000 years as a people by being
timid or quiet. We have overcome, we have won, and we
have lost. We have lost so much, so many. As a people of the
Book, we have tried to learn from every success and every
failure in our collective history.

A couple of months ago at the Jewish Funders Network an-
nual conference, their President and CEO, Andrés Spokoiny,
challenged the leaders and philanthropists in the room to be-
gin thinking outside the box. He said that, “our philanthropic
strategies are largely built as if the world was predictable
and stable. (Continued on p. 4)




Campaign News
By Tamara Ohayon

On June 8. 2017, at the home of Ronit and Dr. Avi Eres, Jewish Federation of the Bluegrass held its annual Major Gifts
event. This year, with a theme of “Mensches and Margaritas: A Recipe for a Sweet Future,” attendees enjoyed wonderful
drinks and desserts, great company, and a rousing talk and following discussion. Via live webcam, the national Board Chair
of the Jewish Federations of North America, Richard Sandler, spoke to us about the impact of Jewish Federations and the
particular aspects of community outreach in which Federations can excel and bring our local, national, and global Jewish
world closer together. He highlighted targeted services and coordination for young adults and professionals, and ways in
which we can encourage open dialogue about a range of topics including national current issues and our connection to Israel.

For this event, the Campaign Committee also took a unique approach by personally inviting many young professionals in
our community to attend. A lovely group of new and established young professionals in their 20s and young 30s joined us
and added a great deal of lively debate to our conversation with Mr. Sandler, challenging some of the ideas and views we
often hear. Much emphasis of the Q and A portion was then focused on young adult engagement and gave our donors a
wonderful opportunity to hear from this cohort first-hand.

As a result of this wonderful event, our Annual Campaign pledges have now reached $163,000 of our $316,000 goal. If
you have not yet pledged for the current campaign year, members of the Campaign Committee and Board of Directors will
be reaching out to you soon to request that you renew your commitment to JFB — our mission, programs, services, and role
within the Jewish community.

Please answer the call, respond to the letter, or click through to the donation page and give with a generous heart. YOU
make a difference!

(Director’s Message, continued from p. 3) [We] assume that the future is an extrapolation of the past and not a radical new
reality. We lack the strategic flexibility and, most importantly, we lack comfort with the ambiguities that characterize to-
day’s world.”

He also said that no one has ever lived in “these uncharted territories called the present moment.” And no one can tell us for
sure how the future will look or what will and won’t work.

In this moment, we must accept some failure and move forward, stronger for the experience. We cannot and will not get
everything right, but in this moment, we have to find a way to truly listen to each other. Only then, together, can we start
to dream big, take chances, make mistakes, learn and grow. In this moment, we must accept the fact that in such uncertain
times, when we feel we have so little control over what might happen tomorrow, we are the agents of change and change
will happen, either to us or by us. So let’s embrace it. Let’s stretch ourselves.

In his remarks, Andrés Spokoiny also said, “What we can achieve together is unimaginable if we challenge our limits in-
stead of limiting our challenges.”

In these remaining months of 2017, and beyond, let us be role models to the next generation of leaders by listening and truly
hearing each other. Let’s fund the spaces needed to listen and hear each other, to learn and grow as a community, and to
stretch beyond the limits we think we have. And if there are no limits, the unimaginable, the wonderful things we can dream
up can and will happen.

Let’s make the Jewish year 5778 a Year of Listening, and a Year of Dreaming Big.

Tzofim Friendship Caravan Noga - Israel Scouts
Community performance on July 24, 2017 at Ohavay Zion Synagogue
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Special thanks to Ohavay Zion Synagogue for hosting the community

performance, and a huge todah rabah to everyone who opened their
homes to the Scouts for the night!

Shirley and Jared Bryan
Kathy and Michael Grossman
Linda and Leon Ravvin
Lisa and Jonathan Satin
Talia and Rabbi Moshe Smolkin




Lexington Jewish Food Festival returns to TAI on August 27
By Mary Engel

The kitchen at Temple Adath Israel is a busy place these days as the congregation prepares to present its second Lexing-
ton Jewish Food Festival from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Sunday, August 27.

The local Jewish community will be familiar with many of the foods on the sampling menu, but not necessarily the home-
made versions, which focus as much as possible on the use of fresh, local ingredients. The menu includes knishes, borscht
made with beets from the TAI garden, chopped liver, latkes, tzimmes, pastrami and corned beef sandwiches, and brisket,
plus a bake shop with homemade challah, mandelbrot, strudel, rugelach and more.

“We had such wonderful feedback from last year’s festival,” said event co-chair Pat Shraberg. “The bake shop sold out in
record time, and almost everything else was gone by the time the festival was over.”

This year’s festival will feature a tent village on the Temple lawn that will seat up to 120 people. Plus, TAI is partnering
with a neighborhood business, Mirror Twin Brewing, to provide beer for the festival. “We’ve been referring to it as Mir-
ror Chai Life,” Shraberg said.

Tickets for the festival are $20 a person; children 12 and younger may piggyback on an adult ticket. Each ticket will allow
up to 16 samples, depending on the value assigned to each item.

For more information and regular updates, go to Facebook.com/lexjewishfoodfestival, or contact Mary Engel at
kyengels@windstream.net.

(Camp Shalom, continued from p. 1) Bus rides were always accompanied by exuberant singing of camp songs!

Wednesday, we visited the Explorium in downtown Lexington. The campers participated in a water-themed Jeopardy game,
and then learned how to make water filters in teams. This gave us an opportunity to practice the many Hebrew words we
learned for different bodies of water. Then, after playing throughout the two floors of the awesome interactive exhibits, we
walked across the street to Triangle Park for a picnic lunch.

Week 2 brought different adventures. Tuesday we traveled to the Hummel Planetarium on the Eastern Kentucky University
campus, and learned all about our solar system, the night sky, and how the days, nights, and year are changed in our sky,
reinforced by ideas and stories within Judaism about the lunar calendar and seasons.

Wednesday, we learned a little about agriculture and seasonal harvesting at Eckert’s — Boyd Orchard in Versailles. The
children took a tractor trailer ride to part of the peach orchard and were able to pick two peaches each to enjoy at home. We
learned a lot about the various crops they grow on the property as we traveled from and back to the main building. We also
visited the petting zoo and fed the goats and small cows. After a picnic lunch in their shaded picnic bench porch, we hopped
back to TAI on the bus.

During week 2, we also went to the Woodland Pool three times, followed by lovely outdoor picnics in our new favorite
picnic spot.

Rabbi Cohen did a beautiful job of enhancing and reinforcing our theme of appreciating the world around us through a Jew-
ish lens. Daily Hebrew vocabulary, a couple of new Jewish songs, and lots of PJ Library books helped tie it all together. To
further round out the theme, we created related art activities (like a moon rock painting after the Planetarium visit, or books
and related art activities run by our new PJ Library Director, Jori Sussman), and Rabbi Wirtschafter led a thoughtful learning
and discussion block for the oldest campers in the Temple garden.

Our beloved recent camp traditions of morning song and a closing Shabbat circle remained, as well as a mini version of
camp favorites Maccabiah (Field Day), baking challah Friday mornings, and playing in the gaga pit. We also introduced
some new camp traditions, like all-camp life size games (try to imagine a giant Kosherland board on the floor!), and the
writing and sharing of Shabbat-O-Grams on Friday afternoons.

Overall the staff felt it was a lovely and fun two weeks, and we hope our campers and parents felt the same!




Ask A Rabbi: What does Rosh Hashanah commemorate?
By Rabbi Shlomo Litvin

1 Question: Pesach, Purim, Yom Kippur... all the Jewish holidays commemorate a momentous oc-
casion in Jewish history. What great event does Rosh Hashanah recall?

8 Answer: Excellent question. The Jewish holidays are all mitzvos or commandments known as
¥ Eidus, literally meaning testimony, referring to those mitzvos which testify to and are signs of
God’s special relationship with Jews. The festivals and the mitzvos associated with them are easy

to understand once you learn our history.

Rosh Hashanah also is the anniversary of an important event. Although many think that it com-
memorates the 5778th year since the creation of the world, Rosh Hashanabh is actually the anniver-
sary of the creation of man.

Man is unique, called the select of creation. Throughout the six days of creation, everything was
created with a pair. Dark and light, land and sea, and all the animals were created in pairs. Only the very last creations, Adam
and Chavah (Eve), were created separately and alone.

Both the timing, and the unparalleled creation of people, has great significance. Our sages teach us, the whole world was
created for people. That is why we were created last. The world, with all it contains was set ahead of our arrival for humans
to inhabit. Our planet, which is perfect for our needs, was ready for us in every way, even before our creation. This is why we
don’t celebrate Rosh Hashanah on the first day of creation, but rather on the birthday of man, when the earth was complete.

The Rebbe explains the singular nature of the creation of man has a deeper meaning. When creating the world, God made
trees, animals, birds, and flowers, all in great multitude. Only when He created man and woman, in His own image, did He
create them separately, and only one couple, to teach us the ultimate lesson.

Too often when people see an issue or darkness in the world, they avert their gaze and ignore. Too many times in history
Mankind has turned a blind eye to their brothers and sisters, relying on others, or acknowledging the task is too great for
them alone.

It is then that God reminds us that for us alone the world was created. All that exists was placed there to aid us in making
this world a better place. And while that task falls on all of us, we each were created alone, and we each have our unique
relationship with God, and responsibility to His world.

As we enter the month of Elul, and hear the shofar, preparing for that auspicious anniversary, it is appropriate to reflect
on our role in this world. We, the ‘Select of Creation’ each have an individual responsibility toward our Creator, and His
creation. We have this obligation as individuals, and as a community, and only through accepting this role, can we properly
prepare for the Days of Awe.

Our local rabbis write columns pertaining to a variety of topics. We encourage you to submit suggestions
for columns you would be interested in reading to shalom @jewishlexington.org.

TAI hosts scholar-in-residence program

By Hanna B. Smith

Temple Adath Israel hosted a scholar-in-residence program the weekend of

July 7-9, 2017. The event was open to the whole Jewish community. CHABAD'S ANNUAL

Dr. Jennifer Lewin of Haifa University English Department was the designat- o' ¥
ed scholar. Dr. Lewin is American-educated and has taught at several Ameri- 2 §
can universities, including the University of Kentucky, before assuming her §

post at the University of Haifa. She is a versatile scholar, with interests rang-

ing from Bible to modern poetry and has published essays and reviews in a

number of English language publications. ™

On Friday evening Dr. Lewin shared her reflections about challenges ranging 568 COLUMBIA AVE
from cultural differences, disparities in education, and last year’s forest fires,

all of which impact the campus climate at Haifa University. This university (CORNER PARK AVE)
is considered the most diverse intellectual institution in contemporary Israel.

There were two sessions on Saturday. At 9:00 a.m. Dr. Lewin led a discussion

about what the Talmud says about dreams and visions and how dreams are

to be interpreted. This session was followed at 11:00 a.m. with a study of the

Torah portion of the week.

On Sunday morning, following brunch, Dr. Lewin described how the vari-
ous ethnic and religious groups in Northern Israel, as well as some of Israel’s

neighbors, such as Greece and Jordan, cooperated to fight the forest fires that
devastated the area around Haifa in 2016. Differences were set aside and ev-
eryone worked to ensure that people were safe. As a result, no lives were lost.

It was uplifting to hear of something so positive.
We look forward to more of such quality programs at TAIL




Exciting changes coming to Shalom
By Daniel Baker
i B Have you ever picked up a news-
paper and caught a whiff of that
hot-off-the-press smell? If you’re a
newspaper lover, you’re most like-
ly smiling and thinking about the
Shalom of yesterday, when it land-
ed on your doorstep and unfolded to
reveal exciting community content.

Ah, the good old days!

If you’re not a newspaper lover, you
might have been thrilled when Shalom evolved into the digi-
tal publication it is today. A few clicks of the mouse are all it
takes for local Jewish content (and it doesn’t leave ink marks
all over your fingers!) The unfolding turned into scrolling,
but the exciting Jewish community content remained.

Regardless of whether you long for the ink-stained fingers
of the good old days, or if you scroll through the present
from the comfort of your favorite device, know that Shalom
has local Jewish content for you and everyone in our com-
munity. As the Shalom team says goodbye to our wonderful
Editor-in-Chief, Barbara Goldman, (at least in her current
role), we’re left to figure out the next step for our publica-
tion. The Shalom as you know it will be dramatically differ-
ent, but these changes are the most exciting yet!

After much discussion, the Editorial Committee has decided
to produce a quarterly magazine instead of the 10-times-per-
year publication you have been receiving. This magazine
will feature more creatively-driven content as opposed to an-
nouncement-driven content. We’ll feature stories about lo-
cal families, content for children, highlight community pro-
gramming, include great news from Israel, and much more!

The magazine will provide something for everyone. For
those reminiscing about the “good old days,” we’ll be send-
ing the physical copy of the magazine to everyone on our

mailing list. You’ll get it delivered to your door four times
per year! We’ll also make it available online for the tech
savvy among us.

To accommodate all of the great events and programs in our
community, we’ll also send out via email (and most likely
through snail mail) a simple announcement publication each
month to keep you informed about the many great things we
do.

In order to begin this transition, we want to make you aware
of a few changes and provide an opportunity for you to help.

First, Shalom will be on a hiatus while we work to create
this magazine. We hope to provide the first issue sometime
after the start of 2018. During the interim, you’ll begin to
receive our monthly announcement publication with updates
from around the community. Please continue to send those
in. Our regular contributors will receive more information
about this soon.

Also, we need your help! If you know of anyone interested
in joining our Editorial Committee to help write stories for
the magazine and guide these changes, please contact Daniel
Baker at Daniel @jewishlexington.org.

Lastly, please feel free to have anyone interested in becom-
ing the Editor contact us immediately. The sooner we find
an editor, the sooner we can create this great publication for
you!

Please bear with us as we strive to make this the best publica-
tion it can be. Over time, Shalom has seen dramatic changes.
From a newspaper-style publication, to a digital PDF, and
now to a quarterly magazine, we’'re constantly evolving to
produce quality content for the Jewish community of Central
Kentucky. It’s going to be great, and we can’t wait to get
started!

Ben’s Bar Mitzvah Drash
By Ben Belin

Today’s Torah portion is very interest-ing because it deals
with interest... See what I did there!

Apparently, Israelites are not supposed to charge one an-
other interest.

I used to find this very concerning, and would charge
people interest when they borrowed money from me. But
then a wise man, who couldn’t make it today, and who
possibly abandoned me, named Jon Glixon, who’s prob-
ably enjoying croissants in Italy, said that it is not kind and
beneficial to the community if I charge my friends interest,
and that I should lend people money for the sake of lending
them money.

Now I could argue, not saying that I did, but I could argue
that I don’t know how long it will take them to get the mon-
ey back to me. I might need that money. And so, to have an
incentive as to why they should get the money back to me
sooner, | should charge interest.

Indeed, can’t a poor person, we’ll refer to him lovingly by
the name Jon, just use a rich person if the rich person is
obligated to lend money without interest?

Jon might just take the money, and never pay it back. Yes,

Jon could use us. He might lie to us. And if we did offer
him money, he might not use it wisely. Even if we did want
to give money to Jon, we’d have to be very careful.

So maybe we shouldn’t give Jon money. Perhaps we should
give him something else, like food. Since Jon is poor, he
probably can’t afford food.

The problem is that it’s all fungible... I recently learned
this excellent word, which is also fun to say: Fungible. So
if I give Jon food, he might just waste his own money on a
plane ticket to Italy. But, if I give him food, at least I will
know that I am giving something good to Jon.

Let’s say we take another approach, and help get Jon a job.
He might just not care, and might not be willing to put in
the effort to keep this job that we have acquired for him.
Then we will need to loan Jon money once again. In the
meantime, we will have spent all this time striving to help
Jon, and we will have gained nothing from it.

In fact, it is like Jon is charging us interest, because he has
been using our resources and our time, while he has not ful-
filled his part of the deal. Truly folks, it is a gamble every
time we loan money (continued on p. 10)




49th Season of Camp Shalom
Day Camp Sessions: June 19-23 and June 26-30, 2017 and Overnight Camp: July 24-28

A Thank You Note to Camp Shalom
(shared with camp before the last Friday day camp dismissal)

Dear Campers, Counselors, Staff, and Volunteers of Camp Shalom,

During the past two weeks, it’s been our pleasure here at Temple Adath Israel to share our campus with you. Whether you
were playing gaga in the parking lot, braiding challah in the kitchen, or celebrating Shabbat in the library, you brought
wonderful energy and enthusiasm with you. We extend our thanks to all of you, kids, and adults alike, for bringing the
playfulness, joy, magic, music, and creativity that makes camp so special, here to our Temple. Not only will this place be
physically emptier next week, it will feel emptier too. We’ll miss seeing you here and checking in on what you’re doing.

In particular though we want to thank you for giving us a lesson in open-mindedness and learned optimism. Just as home
is where the heart is, you proved that camp is where you make it. It isn’t the distance from downtown, density of trees,
or number of fire pits that define camp. It’s the spirit of imagination, love of adventure, and joy of friendship that makes
camp what it is.

We hope that all of you enjoy the rest of your summer and want you to know that we’d be happy to have you here with us
again. . N y .

With Gratitude,

Can’t wait to see you all
next year for the
50th season of
Camp Shalom!




49th Season of Camp Shalom
Day Camp Sessions: June 19-23 and June 26-30, 2017 and Overnight Camp: July 24-28
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Special thanks to the following individuals who made
Camp Shalom day camp possible this year:

Camp Committee JFB/TAI/Camp Staff
Elissa Weinstein, Chair Tamara Ohayon
Kristen Hoffman Danielle Rosenkrantz
Leah Murphy Rabbi Sharon Cohen
Jill Rappoport Daniel Baker
Linda Ravvin Jori Sussman
Shayna Sheinfeld Mimi Kaufman
Kathie Kroot
Volunteers Rabbi David Wirtschafter
William Bourne Rachel Estep
Emily Rubinson Laura Creamer
Debbie Masters Jorge Masson
Victor Orlov Maya Creamer
Chaz Foster Hanna Martin
Ricki Rosenberg Ella Helmuth
Dennis Heskel Julia Creamer
Josh Kline Andres Gedaly
Holly Mattox
Organizations Hinzee Smith
Community Action Council Charmi Rosenberg
Temple Adath Israel Tag Howard
Jewish Federation of the Jack Sheinfeld
Bluegrass Ethan Kesten
Will Bourne
Mara Slepyan




(Ben’s Bar Mitzvah Drash, continued from p. 11) to some-
one and try to help them because they might just waste our
time and our money.

Perhaps we should teach Jon to fish, instead of giving him
fishes. But then again, Jon might just waste our time again.
He might just not put the effort in to learning how to fish
fishes.

It might help if we all come together as a community in the
process of teaching Jon to fish. But then again, Jon might
Just waste the whole community’s time.

But then again, again, maybe the wasted time and resources
would be spread out over our whole community, and none
of us would need to bear this burden alone.

Indeed, if we all shared in taking care of the needy in our
society, then the burden would be lessened for each indi-
vidual.

This is similar to the davening that took place last night.
Instead of davening as individuals, my fellow peers and I
joined together to pray the Friday night evening service.
That way, none of us needed to do the liturgy alone.

Certainly, joining together to take care of the needy is, in
fact, the way to proceed. That is... if we are not going to
charge interest.

So, why would the Torah tell us not to take interest? What
are the assumptions underlying the Torah’s position.

Perhaps the answer lies in the Hebrew word achicha, which
translates to: sibling.

Personally, I would charge my sister interest, but that’s just
because I know her and don’t trust her to give me back the

money. But in theory, I could imagine not charging a fam-
ily member interest.

This relates to a deeper concept, called: the universe of
obligation.

The universe of obligation is who we are obligated to help,
and who is not really our problem. We help our family,
maybe our friends, but what about people we are less con-
nected with. Is it our job to help them because they are part
of our community? What about people far away who we
don’t even know? What is our universe of obligation?

The Torah seems to say that anyone in our community is
like a sister or a brother. So, if someone in our community
comes up to us and asks for help, we have to help them.

Even if they might take advantage, according to the Torah,
we are obligated to assist them.

The needy are part of our community, and we are part of
their community. We are all interconnected within a single
community, and the point of a community is to help each
other.

So, in the end, I consent to the point made by our holy
Torah, and by that wise man, named Jon Glixon, who sug-
gested that the higher way to live life is to consider loaning
money without interest as a way to fulfill our obligations to
others and to better our entire community.

Now, for the record, I only decided to use the name Jon
because once again, he has abandoned me, and because I
love him so much. He is a great guy, and I have learned
from him a tremendous amount. So, to Jon and all those
who have helped me on this journey, I thank you. Shabbat
Shalom!

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES
Presents
J-CAFE
SUNDAY, AUGUST 20, 3:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.
TEMPLE ADATH ISRAEL
J-Cafe is a mini-conference geared
toward helping young adults and
young families to better manage
stresses in their lives. The event
will feature two sessions, each
with the same set of workshops
presented by local professionals.

Topics may include stress
management techniques, personal
finance and healthy budgeting,
productivity, time management,
and mindfulness.

J-Cafe is free and open to all. Free
childcare is available with RSVP to
Mimi Kaufman.

For more information, contact Mimi
Kaufman at
jfs@jewishlexington.org or call
(859) 269-8244.
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THE LEXINGTON CHAPTER OF HADASSAH

Dianne Bazell, President ¢ dbazell @ gx.net

With the summer winding down, some of us may be recovering from vacations, as well as
looking ahead to the upcoming High Holidays. Our chapter has kept busy, even withouta HADASSAH B B

July board meeting. the power

Several members and associates gathered at a stimulating panel discussion in May, CO-spon- of women IR

sored by the Federation’s Jewish Family Services, on making informed medical, legal, ethi- 0 W

cal, and financial decisions that express and respect personal and Jewish values and family who DO
needs. Dr. John Harrison; elder law attorney, Robert McClelland; JFS director and social

worker, Mimi Kaufman; Rabbi Moshe Smolkin, and Rabbi David Wirtschafter reviewed medical cases, financial planning
and advance directives, hospice care, and halakhic insights into the nuances of life enrichment and preservation, in contrast
to death prolongation. I moderated the discussion.

The event was inspired by a session from last summer’s Hadassah national meeting and by the community study conducted
by Dr. Jack Ukeles, in which he recommended that we, as a Jewish community, work together to ensure that we have the
institutional foundations—here in Lexington, across the nation, and worldwide—to support vibrant Jewish life. With that
in mind, we invited Judy Palkovitz, National Chair of Planned Giving and Estates at Hadassah, to conclude the discussion
with ways to create such legacies for our Lexington community.

Our chapter is planning a heartfelt tribute luncheon to present Dr. Marty Kaplan with the Irwin G. “Ernie” Cohen Associate
Award on September 3—the third Hadassah Associate to be so honored (following Michael Marx and David Wekstein).
Don’t forget to RSVP by August 18 and include your greetings for the tribute book we’re compiling.

Informally, our chapter and the Federation are rallying members of the entire community to an end-of-season night at
Whitaker Bank Ballpark (Tuesday, August 29 at 7:05 p.m.) to watch the Lexington Legends take on the Augusta Green-
Jackets [sic]. Please join us!

Our Ein Kerem Hospital in Jerusalem has experienced no summer lull. Dr. Michal Lotem, head of Hadassah’s Center for
Melanoma and Cancer Immunotherapy at the Sharett Institute of Oncology, is continuing the work for which she was
awarded a prestigious grant from the Melanoma Research Alliance. She and her colleagues devised an experimental proto-
col developed at HMO that targets the immune system, rather than the cancer. “It’s easier on the patient, its side effects vast-
ly more manageable than the hair loss, mouth ulcers, fatigue, vomiting and more caused by chemotherapy and radiation.” A
painstaking and time-intensive process, it nevertheless appears most promising: As of May, 16 patients were treated under
the Hadassah protocol. Comparing their patients with historical controls, Dr. Lotem and her colleagues found the immune
system to be more active against the cancer in three-quarters of the cases under the new protocol.

Hadassah advocacy hasn’t taken the summer off, either. By mid-June, Hadassah members had sent more than 10,000 mes-
sages that women never be charged more, or denied coverage because of, their gender, and championed access to quality,
affordable maternity care as basic standard coverage.

As a women'’s Zionist organization, Hadassah plays a unique role for Jewish women, within the Jewish community and
outside it. Being a Jew has never been easy, and Jews have long experienced the complexity of identity and the simultaneous
possibility for both privilege and marginalization.

Many Jewish women find themselves having to defend their Jewish practice within Judaism and their support of Israel
within progressive movements—all at a time when, according to an Anti-Defamation League report, the number of anti-
Semitic incidents surged more than 86 percent in the U.S. during the first three months of 2017, compared with the same
period last year.

The platform of this year’s International Women'’s Strike Day included anti-Israel rhetoric, and Jewish lesbians, whose pride
flag displayed a Star of David, were evicted from the Chicago Dyke March. Hadassah offers much-needed support for Jew-
ish feminists and Zionists in the complex and often fractured time in which we live, and its “Defining Zionism” video series
of interviews and panel discussions provides a valuable resource to members.

Hadassah’s President, Ellen Hershkin, represents us on

the Board of Governors of the Jewish Agency for Is- ¢ Kae & Richard Schennberg
rael, which adopted a resolution denouncing the Israeli Principal Broker - Broker
government’s decisions regarding the Kotel (Western AT (859) 626-1312 Phone
Wall) and conversion recognition, and calling for their : i (859) 806-3845 Kae
reversal. Hadassah has long advocated for egalitarian &~ § (859) 806-4288 Richard
worship space at the Kotel as a “source of cohesion - (859) 624-0528 Fax

for world Jewry.” “We must not just protect those who ! - Web Sites: Schennberg.com
have made aliyah,” Hershkin maintains, “but ensure ' Schennbergrealty.com
that Israel continues to welcome Diaspora Jews who ¢ ; ;

have undergone or will undergo Conservative and Re- %
form conversions.” }‘SK

I look forward to seeing you in September, if not Relocation Specialists s‘{‘fﬂ'\“ﬁf"x

sooner. P.0. Box 145 « Richmond, KY 40476
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TEMPLE ADATH ISRAEL

124 N. Ashland Avenue ¢ Jonathan Miller, President ¢ (859) 269-2979

WHO WE ARE

Temple Adath Israel is a Reform Jewish congregation - We
celebrate Torah, Justice, Tradition, and Faith. Our mis-
sion is to inspire Jews, to ensure a vibrant Jewish present
and future by nurturing a multi-generational love for our
tradition. Our “Community Center” approach to Judaism
gives families a host of unique ways in which to love living
relevant, soulful and experiential Jewish lives. Please call
the Temple Administrator for more information if you are
interested in affiliating with the Temple. The phone number
is (859) 269-2979.

PJ LIBRARY READING TIME

TAI has dedicated space in our Youth Library and our
Anita Mersack Outdoor Reading Garden for families

to share in our growing collection of PJ Library Books,
before, during, and after religious school. The collection is
in our Youth Library and these books provide our young
children with wonderful introductions to the magic of Jew-
ish storytelling.

KOLLEL STUDY GROUP

Kollel meets at 9:00 a.m. every two weeks in the TAI Li-
brary. The group explores cultural, ethical, and its histori-
cal aspects of our 4000-year tradition. The emphasis is on
dialogue and exploration. Please join us any time. Our next
sessions will be August 12 & 26.

JEWISH TEXTS

We explore selected readings in rabbinic literature on alter-
nate Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. in the library. The discussion is
always lively and informative and you can join the group
any time. We will meet August 5 & 19.

PARSHA

Join us each Saturday morning at 11:00 a.m.
in the library as we take a look at the Torah
portion for each week. Various Temple mem-
bers will lead some discussions and everyone
will take turns. We will meet on August 5,
12,19 & 26.

To give to the
Jewish Federation of
the Bluegrass, contact
Tamara Ohayon at

tamara @ jewishlexington.org
or call (859) 268-0672.

SISTERHOOD NEWS

Shalom Sisters! If you’re anything like me, you’ve been
enjoying the slower pace of summer. Less places to be, nice
weather and much needed time with family to recharge for
the upcoming year.

On June 11 a small group of us gathered for a delightful
brunch at Shakespeare and Company. We laughed, ate deli-
cious food and enjoyed each other’s company.

We will soon be planning for the next year of Sisterhood
and it seems like a good time to mention the glue that holds
us all together, the board!

President: Elissa Weinstein

Uniongrams: Beth Pitman

Membership: Marilyn Lieber and Laura Creamer
Secretary: Cathy Concors

Treasurer: Debbie Masters

Past President: Laura Creamer

Mindy Heller and Judi Gewirtzman will be taking care of
our Judaica Shop. Mary Engel is in charge of the Passover
Seder as well as Break the Fast. Rebecca Young will be
coordinating Onegs. Judi Gewirtzman is also in charge of
the Yahrtzeit cards. Faith Erdmann will be heading up the
Mitzvah Crib.

Be on the lookout for an invitation to our opening meeting.
It’s so nice to gather together with friends, chat about your
summer adventures and get excited about the year to come!

If you are interested in becoming involved with Sisterhood,
please don’t hesitate in contacting me at (859) 263-1859 or
taisisterhoodpresident@gmail.com. B’shalom, Elissa

LEXINGTON

JEWISH

SUNPAY, AVGUST 27
11:30 AM. TO 3:30 him,
Temple Adath Israel
124 N. Ashland Ave.




CHABAD OF THE BLUEGRASS

568 Columbia Avenue * (859) 813-0770 ¢ chabadofthebluegrass @gmail.com

CHABAD OF THE BLUEGRASS

Chabad of the Bluegrass, is one of more than 4,000 branch-
es of the Chabad Lubavitch Movement, the world’s largest
international organization involved with Jewish educa-
tion and outreach programming. Chabad offers numerous
options for Jewish learning on every level, including adult
education, youth programs, and young adult activities.

MEAT AND GREET!

Show your support to the new Jewish students and enjoy an
afternoon of fun with kosher food and entertainment for the
whole family. Tuesday, August 22 at 5:00 p.m. at Chabad.

ANCIENT TEXT, MODERN TIMES
A new weekly series that will connect Jewish law with

your daily life. Every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at Chabad,
beginning August 23.

SHOFAR CHAUFFEUR

Did you know that it’s a Jewish custom to hear the Shofar
throughout the entire month preceding Rosh Hashana?
Prepare yourself for the Days of Awe and hear the reminder
for yourself, wherever you are. Call Chabad to schedule a
visit.

NEED SOME R+R?

That’s recharging and reJewvenation, obviously. In honor
of her birthday, Shoshi invites you to an evening of re-
laxation and revelation through song, study and spirit for
women of all ages. Sunday, September 3, at 8:00 p.m. at
Chabad.

Byﬁefw%%'g%i

\ Young Bluegrass Jews Shabbat Series

2017

Qugest 11

Hosted by
Daniel Baker § Taler Arvin

Sepplember 8 Gelobew 20

Hosted by Hosted by
Carly & Trey Conalser

Decenbrer, 8

Hosted by

Jordan Brennan

%Wm 10

Hosted by
Hana kline
Litvin

contact Daniel Baker, du\iﬁl@jewishlexlr;glhnorgy

Shoshi and Rabbi Shlomo

-

All “YBJers” in their 20’s and 30’s are invited to attend a Shabbat dinner hosted by a YBJ
member. Most dinners are potluck-style and guests are asked to RSVP. The next dinner will be

August 11 at 7pm. For more information, contact Daniel Baker, dani

exington.org.

Special thanks to Dani Rosenkrantz and Jorge Masson for hosting our first dinner in July!
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--- AROUND THE COMMUNITY ---

Please note: Information for Around the Community comes to us from a variety of individuals and Jewish
institutions. It’s a pretty haphazard arrangement; except for b’nai mitzvah, we do not have the resources or staff to collect
information or research each item. If you would like to see an event or life passage in your family
acknowledged here, please be sure we get the full and correct information as you would like to see it printed. Send notices
to shalom @jewishlexington.org. Remember, we welcome photos too!

B’nai Mitzvah Announcements

With your upcoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah, the Jewish
Federation of the Bluegrass wishes to announce your
event in Shalom. Please email Barbara Goldman,
shalom@jewishlexington.org, the following informa-
tion by the 10th day of the month prior to the event
for inclusion in Shalom. Please include the child’s
name, when and where the event is being held, mitz-
vah project, names of parents and grandparents, and a
photo.

Mazel Tov

Congratulations to Noah Katz for being an overall
state winner in music composition in the 2016-17
Reflections contest. He is a student at Tates Creek
Middle School. Noah’s sister, Madeline Rosie Katz,
was nominated for excellence in literature in the same
contest. Rosie is a student at Maxwell Elementary
School. Rosie and Noah are the children of Douglas
and Linda Katz and the grandchildren of Minna Katz-
Brown.

Congratulations to Eliana Shapere for being accepted
for the summer residency program of the 2017 Gover-
nor’s School for the Arts. Eliana’s subject is creative
writing. She is a student at Tates Creek High School.

The family of Irving Morris, on his September 2 Bar
Mitzvah.

The family of Galadriel Valentina Stamm, on her
October 7 Bat Mitzvah.

Show Your Support

Help us keep Shalom solvent!

You may contribute online or mail a check to JFB,
1050 Chinoe Rd Ste 112, Lexington, KY 40502.

Please make checks payable to JFB
and write "Shalom" on the
memo line.

GIVING LEVELS
Chai - $18; Double Chai - $36; Three Times Chai -
$54: Haboneh (Builder) - $72; Gibor (Hero) - $90

Make a Donation to JFB in
Someone's Honor or Memory

Make a donation to the Jewish Federation in honor
or memory of someone, or in celebration of a spe-
cial occasion, and help JFB nurture the values of
tikkun olam (repairing the world), 1zedakah (char-
ity and social justice) and Torah (Jewish learning)
within our Jewish community at home and abroad.

Send us your special contributions with a note
specifying its intent. Also, let us know if you would
like your contribution published in this box in Sha-
lom. You may also make your special contribution

online.

Celebrate your loved ones and support our Jewish
community by giving a special contribution. Thank
you for your support.

Donations can be mailed to:
Jewish Federation of the Bluegrass
1050 Chinoe Road, Suite 112
Lexington, KY 40502

Condolences to:

Rabbi Uri (Hanna) Smith on the death of his aunt
Chava Smit of Kibbutz Ma’agan, Israel.

The family of Kaye Frankel, mother of Sharon Yokel-
son, Gregory Frankel, Patricia Dutton, and William
Frankel.

The family of Irwin “Buz” Bussel, uncle of Ilyse
Lonsbury and great uncle of Travis and Cody Lons-
bury.

The family of Howard Cherin, brother of Leona
(Charles) Stern and uncle of Shirley (Jared) Bryan and
great uncle of Kayla and Jordan Bryan.

The family of Morton Rosenberg, father of Cathy
(Lon) Oyster.

The family of Louis Hustedde, father of Ron (Carol)
Hustedde and grandfather of Michael Hustedde.

The family of Fran Bloom, mother of Jane (Bill)
Grisé., Deborah (Fred) Coates and Anne (Wayne)
Graff and grandmother of Michelle and Joshua Grisé,
Jennifer Coates and Kaitlin and Justin Graff.
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Shalom is published 10

times per year. Shalom

Newspaper of is produced by the staff
of the Jewish Federation

OF THE BLUEGRAS! of the Bluegrass.

For website or email questions, please contact daniel @jewishlexington.org or (859) 268-0672.

The editorial staff has the right to edit, accept or reject all articles submitted for publication in Shalom. Articles
should not exceed 500 words. The appearance of any advertising in this publication does not represent either a
kashruth or any other endorsement on the part of the Federation or any other agency or organizations.

Opinions expressed in Shalom are not necessarily those of the Shalom editorial staff or the JFB or its constituent

organizations.

Shalom is partially supported by the advertisements appearing in this publication.

Copyright © 2017, Jewish Federation of the Bluegrass. All rights reserved. For reprint permission contact
Barbara Goldman, Editor-in-Chief, Shalom, at shalom @jewishlexington.org.
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[unch and Learn with our
Lexington community rabbis

August 29 with Rabbi David
Wirtschafter

At 12 noon on the last Tuesday of each month,
in the JFB office, rabbis, on a rotating basis,
will be discussing the holidays, the Torah
portion of the week, and other topics of
! interest. A dairy lunch is offered at a nominal
charge. If you are interested in attending,
please call Rabbi Sharon Cohen at 859-268-

0672 so we can order lunch for you.




