Hopkinsville
January 5th.

My more than

Just two eeeksg and tLwo days since you left
and it seems ages' Buat I know that feeling will pass. I enclose a
letter from Agnes along with other things and you will see that she
says she saw % evidently in a Boston paper) where you would land in
Liberia on the 7th which will be Sunday. That 1s somethlng to td#ie to
and all day "unday I shall be thinking of you as ending you long jour
ney and + trust starting in on the last lap of you)Wway to your new
home which again I wish to say I trust will be all you hope and ex-
pect to find =2nd that the best of forpune will follow you- this is m
earnest and ardent prayer for you, my beloved son and for Gladys $00.

There is little of interest except in the
létters enclosed which tell of what many of the family are doing. I
also enclose a clipping from the Courier which tells someth@ng of
Sta nnye Rodes debut ball which I thought you and Gladsy might enjoy
reading. 1f you will look on the other side you will get some idea of
the weather conditions here- in Loulsvlille the worst snow stopm and
blizzard in twenty years. I wad all ready with my hat on to start =
back last Yriday as I had had no success in renting the apartment and
the s2les put off another weekg se=the-=puyers-were=s11( tobacco I
mean asyd the buyers seem my only chance of a tenant now). Pat had
a letter from Anne saying there was fourteen inches of snow there so
I decided to call lary Thompson to be sure to meet me and she wZould
not hear to my going up as she said the snow was then twenty inches
deep and a snow storm in progress- had I gone I would have been com=
pletely housebound all the week so I am glad I stayed here as there
has been much to do and when I am here I can always see that its good
business to be here. I have s pent one grand week here- the apartment
is lovely- “rs. Slaton ( who is well acquainted with the apart ent
situation here)szys hers is by far the best in town and thisone 1is
prettier than that so when the tobacco market opens or the weather
permits people getting out to look for new places to live L trust I
can get a&sdmant and go back to Louisville. The thermomerer stood at
zero this moring- the coldest day of the winter so far and a ahght snd
snow which fell day before yesterday hasnt melted at all, of course
The —blowerg in the furnace wentf off a day or two ago and I was ter=
bibly worried for fear that meant not only discomfort to all in the
house but a big expenze as I was afraid the bearings- or worse still
tée motor had burned out so had one sleepless night accordingly- but
there was no such trouble and the cost of gettimg it regulated as
well as finding out how bo regulate 1t as I had never known before
cost $1.00! The best dollar I ever spent! That wés what “ary Tho mp-
son referred to in her letter.

Among the mail she sent me wag a letter from Sam
Finley which I was truly delighted to get. It was sweet and charac=
teristic of you that your parting _message was a request that + be
told of what I could not and would not witnesst! When I wrote the
last letter I had not gotten thkis letter from Sam but I was so glad
fo- get it and to have that message from you - it seemd so much more
personal than a telegram and went right to my heart- Not expecting t
hear for such a long time I had steeled my heart against the hope and
this meaaage right from you: was like your telephone calls when I wa
not expecting one. It made the days seem different and the time un-
til I con hear less long. And then the word from Agnes also makes
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me have some idea as to where you really are nowe.

There is° not much news with us here- I ate supper with Pat {ast
night and was never so surprised as when I found Alf dressed and
down in the back sitting room znd looking better than before he had
the stroke. I had seen him the night before and knew he was much
better- suddenly- but I was not prepared to see haém dressed in a
business suit and in his accustomed place down stakrs. He walks bad
ly and he does not talk quite quite naturally yet but otherwige
hre would never know he had Bed such an illness. I do so hope he wil
get over it all- some do but we didht think he would ever be any
better and he has not shown much real improvement unti lately and it
has been most rapid then. It looks like our young friend at the
Puritan, young Dr. Grantham (REverett"whom Mary Thompson referred
to was righ about its being a brain tumor and I trust it has been
absorbed., The rest of her famlily are well and all always interested
to hear anything from you and Gladys- Jjust last night she agked 1if
there were any chonce of hearing from you any time soon and = told m
her Ivdidnt think so- and then today two slight communicationst! I
am going to spend tonight with her while Alfred goes hunting over %
the week end and will wait until she can read these letters before
enclosing them to you. She is always interested in famlily affairs
and since she has been so shut in is more so as she has not been out
of the house since last July! Alfred still has no Jjob but hopes to
get one in a loose floor- tucy Belle is quite absorbed with her own
affaird wih Geogge Davidson . I dont think she cares a thing about
him but ‘there is no one else so I am af raid she will rush into this
fpom sheer boredom asg Pat has raised them todo nothing and both
girls are unfitted for anything but a life of ease and George 1s the
only chance for that it seems. Agnes 1is of course still in school
but she too has avery devobed beau and wi 1 probaby do the same kkx
thing. I see lbttle of the Tandy family but its been too cold t
to see snybody and I have stayed here at home and they have been
busy with the young generation. I see Jack and Josephine sometimes a
and they ask much about you and Gladys- ¥hey have been keeping my Im
lovely radio for me but I decided totake it to Louisville- in fact
have wanted to do so for some time and have been waiting to take it
back in the car but the car does not seem to come any more as I come
on the train and except-for very short staya “ary Thompson does not
come and as I wrote you she came on thetrain Cheistmas- so I gave
up trying to find a ride for the radio and sent it up today by ex-
press. Thats almost the last thing that has to go and now we have
many places to live. I understand the Jognson are exceedingly well
pleased in my apartment and as they are here only temporarily-
that is perhaps until the girl, Dotty Lou, who is Caroline Winfree'
age and her best friend, is yﬁgrough High School ( she is a Freshma
now) - they will never buy aé Xxxm ahome and in all probabillity

never rent one- I hépe they a#e in-mine for ghe next three years sdg
having this lovely 1little place gives me a home again . There havse
been so many 1little things that had to be bought and repaired and
straightened out that I-have not yet been able to deposit the money
for the shoes to Gladys credit- so many of these things had to be ¢
cash and had to be spent to keep up the high standard which until
now has kept the house filled with excellent tenants. I am thankful
Claude Roberts gave notice when he did and that I let him out as
he still has no job- he ie holding out for an executive's position
and he isnt that caliber. He cannot manage his own affalrs and has
no executive ability so its a pity he wi'l not aCepy the kind og-
work he can do. But thats mot my business- I am thonkful he left
owing me n@thing and Beel I am well out o?wthe business.




I had to &top at this point to come up herey to spend the
night with Pat and Dbetween us I cannot help wishing I were at
home in that grand warmth for it not so hot here. 'y furnace 1s
entirely adequate for even thls zero weather- I send you a clip-
plipg from U hiB afternoon's Era which foretells even colder weath-
er for tonight! Being almost on the Equator I am sure you cannot
even think what zero means- can you?

The girls have_gone to the Country Club to a dance Do@dothy
and Jeff are glving etsy- I also enclose a nother clipping which t
tells of that and sohme other things which mg interest you.

Pat tells me tha Martha ¥infree has a beau up from New
Orlesns to see her . He 1is a yung medical student and all the
family think it is a serious affair. They went down to see Ed this
aftren n so that marks it as such and NellY says she has never seg
Martha as much interested in any one as in this young man and he
must be too to have come so far to see her.

Agnes letter mentions Johns going West but does not say he
had gone to California but a letter to Pat €aid he would bLe golng
back there right after Christmas- his third trip out there in les
than a year. It wou ld not sur prise me if he lands there yet as
ne said after jhis first trip to Log Angeles whichhe had long de-
ferred , that he found the pEkmarkeEk best market he had ever strug
and has been 'going twice yearly ever since and now a third trip
certainly lokk like ke has found a fertile field and RBRRAXRIFYXXX
one worth cultivating. Long a go he said the real shoe businesgs
was in the west but he meant St. Louis then and now he must find
the real west quite thebest territory he hes struck and mmz as
his big Pusiness has alays been in Texas it lol# as if he would
concentzate on that part of the country and save himself thse
long swingse

This is the worst new typewriter I ever saw- or may be the
trouble i with me: I have read what I have witbm and found it
fu 1 of errors but I want toget it off tomorrow and will not reww
write it even if it looks like some school boys examination paper

A1f was down to supper again tonight looking as well as if
had never been sick but people are queer creatures. Pat has exer-
cised the most excruciating care and has taken chanes on offend
ing p1f's friends in not letting them see him and now that he has
improved she has swung tothe other extreme and last night he aaw

severad men and was very tired when the evening was over. He
came down again this afternoon and she alled several and asked th
them to come to see him- and there have been about eight or ten
in most of them since supper all laughing and joking as 1f ALE
had never been sick- 1t seems horribly risky to me and after
they left he seemed SO tired and stillsat until ten oclock when hs
has just gone ub. Agnes has Just come in and called Lucy Belle 8
home as Pat sald Alf was gett img o nervous- iy was enough to tirg
a well person- not me for I left it al- and I am wondering if Pat
has not let herself in for a bad night on account of atl the
company - Mr, Albritton, Wallace Hancock, the preacher- men Alf
nad not seen for six months- but I may be wong andit may hepp
him. I trust so anyhow.




I am going to stop now and let he house get quiet. You will soon
be so you can write and I hope you will doso often. I will read %k
this again but I am going on and send 1t---maybe adding more in
the morning.

) ™

Glve Gladys much lo ve forme and wth a heart full foryo ur
own dear self in which all the family join me---
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U.S. Plot Pbers
Widen ArmsHunt

Caches Sodght In Many Localities As
17 ‘Christian Front Mémbers

Held In $50,000 Bail.

‘New York, Jan. 15 (AP)—A plot to smash the Govern-

J. Edgar Hoover, head of the
au of Investigation,
uncing Gisruptio

under arres were merely

een now un ]
the nucleus of a Nati

| spiracy.

‘More arrests” were predicted
. S. Attorney Harold M. Ken-

- Inedy, who said F.B.I, agents were

forced to act because a series of

bombing outrages appeared immi-
nent.

F.B.I. agents were searching in
caches of
arms such as the “small arsenal”
they found in New York City in

‘| the course of a continuing six-

|

John F. Cassidy. ' John Albert Viebrock Wm. G. Bishop.
g Alleged Ringleaders In Conspiracy.

month ifivestigation of the alleged
conspirators.

Arraigned before Federal Judge
Grover Muscowitz in Brooklyn,
the men pleaded innocent and
were  held in $50,000 bail each
for hearing February 5. One of
the ‘seventeen, Machlin Boettger,
32, was arraigned separately,
pleaded innocent and also was
held in $50,000 bail.

The courtroom was filled with
friends and relatives of the men.
Several women wept as the pris-
oners were led away.
6-YEAR TERMS POSSIBLE.

The penalty could be six years
in prison and a $5,000 fine for
each. y
Among their tentative aims,
Hoover said, was the assassina-

See today’s editorial, “Seizure|

Plot Charges Viewed Calmly In
U.S.A. But Joyously By Hitler.”

tion of twelve Congressmen—
identities not disclosed —as ex-
pmples to all those who voted for

epeal of the arms embargo.
The day for striking against the
overnment, Hoover said, was to
be soon after a final drill in
bombing and firing which had
been set for January 20— next

urday. :

While the store of “revolution-
ry” arms here was compara-
ively small, Hoover indicated
{ bombs might

ment of the United States and replace it with a dictatorship
| through bombings and assassinations was
|against seventeen New York members of a

charged today
“Christian Front.”

[Iisted 45 members ot the ‘New ||
S, :

One was described as a member
of the German-American bund,
whose Fuehrer, Fritz Kuhn, is in
Sing Sing prison for stealing bund
funds. §

“The group depended,” Hoover
said, “upon terrorism and ultimate
demoralization of communities to
attain their objective. First of all
they aimed at terrorization of Jews
—all Jews. At the same time,

according to their plans, they were

—(A h

Press Wi

to seize communications, transpor-
tation systems, customs and post-
offices.”

NAZI-WISE SALUTE.

He said the leaders of the al-
leged conspiracy were John F
Cassidy, Brooklyn head of thd
“Christian Front,” and Willian
Gerald Bishop, leader of a “sports
club,” known*as the “Country
Gentlemen,” secretly operated be
hind the front.

Cassidy, he said, was saluted
Nazi-wise' and addressed by the
followers as “Fuehrer.”

Hoover disclosed that much of:
the evidence against the alleged|
conspiracy was obtained with]|]
long-range cameras operated by|
F.B.I agents from vantage points
around the training camp of the!
organization at Narrowsburg,|
about 100 miles upstate in New
York. |
There, he said, the men are|

drilled in the use of arms and the
making of bombs. )
LAGUARDIA SCOFFS,

While the F.B.I. pursued the in-|
vestigation with all seriousnes:
Mayor LaGuardia scoffed at t
damage that might be wrought b
the alleged revolutionaries. |

“I don’t think the United Stat:
Government is in much dange
from guys like these,” he said.

In Albany, Gov. )
Lehman said he would order
immediate investigation of
connection between the Chr
Front and the personnel of th

[
il
{an

Natiopal’ G_uard..'
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Hopkinsville
March 3rd.

My preécious Son:

Your letter which reached Louisville TFeb.28th
and here the day after was a perfect delight to me- somehow it
makes everything ssem different actually hearing from you and
knowing that you and Gladys are there and comfortable and ha.ppy.

I am so glad ab out your getting one of the big houses- I know
you will be much more comfortable and then there 1s bound to
be a big kick in having one of the very best homes . For Gladys'
sake and yours too I am glad that y ou have that satlsfaction and
having the position_you have i1t seemed only fair that you should
have one of the biggest and best homes, Your letter was written
February T7th and as ~ have s2id reached Louisville on the 28th-
Just three weeks in cdéming while the post card you mailed from
Freetown took sixweeks to the day!

Gladys' nice ,long letter came on the day after
yours although it was written on January 25th so that glves you a
ldea as to the difference in time between the ships ' mail and the
air mail, I had so wanted to know where’ to get the sailling dates an
wWill certainly get the Yew York Times and try to get letters on
each ship, I did enjoy Gladys' letter so much - it was full of the
things I wanted tc know as was éours- I do hope both of you will
write as often as you can. Tom bapling wanted to put a part of

your letter in the New “ra and I let him do so. It will come out #%
today and I will send you a copy along with some other papers when

I get bcak to Louisville. I am sorry Gladgp' letter had not come
when I gave yours to Tom to read as there we re items in hers 1 ecan
would lkeeto have given him also.

I have been down here for two weeks and they have
been long ones! I came to try yo rent this apartment and regret to
say have had no luck at all: so finally put it ihotthe hands of a
real estate man- Noble *all- as he has gone out of the drug busine
and seems to be doing a flourishing real estate business- he knows
and goes with the crowd I would like to get as temants so I hope
he will have better luck than I have had, I had hoped Yabbie and
Henry Abernathy would take it until July(when I have another pos-
sible permanent tenant) but they have decided to stay here next x
Wwinter- at least Jabbie and the little girl will- and they want a
larger and an unfurnis hed apartment so that let me out on both
countses I would have s tayed here myself but Mary Thompson wante
Lucy Belle to make her g visit while I was here and so she went to
Louisville for the week end of the 22nd. She was to come back Sunda
but she made mepromise I would stay with Pat as they do not like
leave her at home alone at night and with “ucy Belle away that co
fined Agnes so at night. 5S¢ I prom &d Lucy Baiee I would stay up t
there with Pat every night little thinking it wou 1d be for so
long! On Sunday after she went on Wednesday she called Pat and
asked 1f she might stay longer- her very devoted lover here,

George Davtidson, who to me is unspeakably common had nearly worried
the chlld to death and he interferes with everything she wants to
do that does not revolve around him. He called Lucy Belle and wante
to go up Sunday and get her and she told him not to but he paild ng
gttention to her- got up at four oclock S unday morning and drove
to Loulsviile and tried to make her come home with him- she was




furious with him. He Came back without her but has marred her
visit with his many calls ans telegrams an g letters- to me he is
Just unbearable and I can see no happiness shead with such a brute,
She planned to come home “ednesday and that morning called and said
one of the boys she had met there wnated her to wait until Sun-
day so she was staying on if it sulted mel Pat and Alf have al-
ways been so very cordial to me that I ap more than glad to be able
to return it in some small degree and besides I am Just delighted
at helphge to get Lucy Belle out of touch with Yeorge Davidson for
W hile Pat all day every 4
.81n. ce aye But with all of
k 80 long, ‘I en-
as L thought
more news

"Cholly"
very
e but being a lawyer not
any too well established in business- but he has been e
nice to Mary Thompson-and I gee “ucy Belle likes him a
going to drive up with ¢
Since the weather has been so
but today is like spring.
are in the midst of summer
electtre bill wasg three times w
the blower on the furnace-
about it but Mr.
houses fires were
pPipes fooze!
guess 1 shpulg

consider myself lucky tog big light b#111 and no
freezing and no digsatisfaction among my tenants, Algso + understand
tha in many new houses the wall paper 1is ruined by the exXtreme heat
from the furnaces ang mine was not hurt at all- 80 again I wasg
lucky, Today is like April- first sunshine then shw ers go I
guess winter is really broken at last,

I am glad Gladys has pPlenty of help. I would like to see he
training them! My good(?) Youis walked out on me the odher day to
my great surprise., You know Mip, Slagon has charge in my absence and

ouls has always seemed %o resent that and his k
~Well as his disposition so when I gsaid something- 1 have no idesg what
he Just quit right then and there and ag ™ Platon took on the respon
81bility of getting another one I dignt worry and think all of us hav
prof?itted by the change. toyis was afine up to a certain point but he
was always rig%t and that is never a comfortable trait, He Just got
too right and let him go with out a word of regret which + think was
& blg Burprise to him, It may be the story of the new broom but the
who e place looks lots better under the new management so ~ try st I
have had no loss in changing., :

Lucy Belle's letter mentions her father's condition- Alf is
really no better and I go not think ever will be, He is more quiet ang
far easier to nurse but as for real improvement there is none. Pat has
been wonderful in her care of him- will not turn loose to any body and
her faithfulness shows in his continued improvement in a way- but its
tragic to have the improvement, I enclose a clipping of a cage almost
like Alf- Walter Ragford who dies recently. The article 8ays he had
been 111 a year- itg nearer ten! I often wonder if that is ahead of
Pat,




There is really no news to write yous I sent you the papers
aboutNell Moore's marriage- thats the only thing that has happened
lately. She and the new husband were here several days but left
last week for Harlan. They plan to go to housekeeping there but at
peesent are at High Splint- a coal mine in which he has an inter-
est. I hope Nell did well financlally- the boy is only twenty,

a haIf finished education and no job and no decision as to one,
oo L hope he has some-'money put away somehheee!

Mary and Nell were deeply interested in reading your letters-
they have  asked about you both so many times- and no one has been
more interested- than your admirer, Yrs, Wil gson. She is coming up
to see me directly to eard both letters. Its queer how much more
important lettes seem when we are so far away from each othere-=i
but both letters are so very interesting and tell so much L can
hardly wait for others telling me more of the details of your 1life
your home and yourselves! :

This 1s too uninterestin g a letter to send any one- all the time
I was in Loulsville the walking was so hazardous that L stayed in
doors and then when * came déwn here to better weather L w nt to
church for the first time in weeks, sat right by Will Forbes who
had a snif ling, sneezing cold which + promptly caught= then went
to Pats at night and slept in a room as cold as ice after this nic:
warm room I had been sleeping in with the result that I have had a
bad cold ever since I have been here- I was afraid of glving it to
Pat and her household but she insisted on my staying there and
none of them caught it- I am entirely over it now with no had ef-
fects but beteeen the weather and the cold I have spent a useless

winter. I would not mention the ‘cold excpet that Lucy Belle does-
and the fact that i1s 1t entirely relieved. But being shut in so I
have seen no one-things are alwasy dull here and if anything of
any interest has happened I have not heard it. I see Jack and
Jasephine rarely my chief conbact with the latter being about the
numerous telephone ehanges. She is still with the Te lephone Comps
and a great help to me 1n installing and removing.

I want to take a ba th so I am goilng to stop- I always add a

post script so I will leave some space. I am going to Pat's for
supper and so I want to bathe early. She is putting the boy friend
in the girls' room so I will not want to use that bath- ALlf's is
never convenient of course and the one down stairs is too much x
trouble so I am glad to be here with my own private bath andplenty
of hot water. I was glad Gladys wrote that you have teo baths in
your own house- and nice ones,

Give her much love for me and te 1 her I will write to her as
soon as I get back to Louisville which I trust will betomorrow
afterno n.

With a heart full of love to your own dear self and assuring you
that your letter just fllled me with joy- and such a thrill seeing
all of those fereign stamps - 1 fear alr mail will prove a very
expensive luxury!

Again with aheart fullof love in which all of the family join
me-==both to yourself and Gladgpg--

A S A3 Sk 5




I dont believe even your African rains are much worse than the
one we are having- our climate is all upside down! I could not
even get “to Pats ubless 1t holds up a lot- I c-n scarcely see
Alvan Clark's house. Evelyn has moved to her mother's and I
understand 1s going to sell the house., I am sure I wrote you
that Alvan died- he left her nothing but debts!

I had a funny experience about my new janitor, “r. §laton hired
him down town but did not ask where he lived. One reason I hated
lose Louis was the proximity of h 1s resiéence being around on
East 17th Street ™ could always get him at a minutes notice. I
asked Alonzo, thepresent incumbent where he lived today as I
thought it was best to know and imagine my surprise when he said
408 East 1fth Street: And Lowis' mansion is EOT- right across
the street. Wasnt that funny? Do you suppose Louis will let him
stay? But of all the negroes in Hopkinsville tp pick one right
across the street and to find him down town without any question
as to residence,

The down pour continued- I didnt go to Fat's for supper for I hate
going out in therain just to eat., Mrse. Wilson came up and brou
me some dellclous cake andread your letters  she always says suc
nice things about you and she did tonight and read both your lettd
with great pleasure.

I havent seen Lucy Be'le- she reports a wonderful time- I will

go back with her friend Bob Mc™1lwqin tomorrow. I hope the visit

broke Yeorge's strangle hold,
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Hopkinsville, April 15tk

My precious Boy:
Letters have had to be so erratlc as to malling
that I have no idea of the sequence in which you will receive them.

This morning I have Pat's typewriter so I will use the opportunity

to write to you although there is little to tell and *+ trust you have
long since recééved the alr mail I sent you. A rare indulgence but
after the Post Office made that silly blunder and held up my letter t
GLadys Ihe idea was put into my mind so 1 indulged myself in that

air mail to you . I was afraid the letter to Gladys had mlssed the
ship which probably sddled last i‘hursday and having her letter go X3
on that day was the only chance to catch that boat. “ater when I
wanted information about the through air mail I talked with the man
who made the mistake and who sent her letter alr mail to Ffaris- and
found it was my old Equitable enemy, John Lawson. ‘e euchered me out
of so much insurance with his trickery fhat I am ashamed to say I
really got a kick out of calling his hand and showing him up before
the whole P.0.force ( although that was not my intehtion)- and also I
didnt mind letting him pay for that air mall stamp to Paris. You hav
never seen suzh a change of front in your lhfel went to the Post Of-
fice myself so there would be no mistake and when I called for the
man I had $alked with he was presented! I am wondering which letter
got there first- yours sent all the way from here am&xhkar by air mail
and Gladys' - sent by ship to Paris and from there by alr mail.

This is the first spring day we have had- April 15th, Saturday and
yesterday cold as winter time and Ogtarday snow but. today 1is gorgeous
and feels as if Spring had realjtcome. I am about through with all
the work about theplace and I am glad for tomorrow the couple Mr.Ha
brought up will be here and ® do so hope they will take $ils apart-
ment. Its ready for them to move right in and Mpr. Hall seems to thi
they will take 1it. There are many vacant but none like this and if
these people want a nice apart ment this is theilr only chance and as
Mr. Hall has them in tow and * doubt if he has anther apartment I xha
cant help being optimistic about it. I am losing another tenant fo
a month- The Jopnsons have a- lease until June 7th and as Mr, Johnson
will be in the extreme eastern part of lennessee all summer they were
about to ieave trusting to get thelm apartment back in oeptember.
lhey stood a much better chance of that then 1 had of renting it -
they are idea/ tenants and probably here for three_yecrs more at
least. I wanted my own apartment back for Yuly if + could rent this
one so beforec Mr. J. gpt away: yesterday I made this proposition to
them- that they lease 1t from FuIyxikizxyzarxurxiX AmmkxERiExXyear
from August leaving it vacant for my use all of July. I could see
she didnt want to pay for a vacnf apartment all suumer and be at the
expense of being with him near Kingsport all summer. He sald he would
be sent far ther away about July 15th and didnt want to have that
arrangement so he suggested that she stay here until June 15th and
come back July 15th- which suited me fine. If these people do not
take it tomorrw there is sti1ll hope some one else will and L could
not stand to be without any place except the kmmks Puritan for the
hot summer weather- there is alwys much to do apd I can see 1ts ex-
cellent for all parBies concerned fOr me to be here some and 8O,
while its an expensive luxury, in order to be sure of the Johnsons
all the next year, beginning July 15th, and to guarantee myself a
place here for a part of the summer I entered into this arramgement

3




which I trust meets with your approval. It was the hest & could do
and I did want to get it settled before I got away. I hope to leave
Friday - all that is left to be done 18 the work in the kitchen

(Mrs. ®laton's) which that slippery Hugo Hisgen promised to do for

me today and has nt come. **e has taken the paper off the walls and is
now reasy to put on the sizing- then two coats of paint( he says one
but I am afraid of thats He said he could finish by Wednesday and t
then the linoleum which I am sure is heeded to save the floors from
ruln, Father used to say one expense calls for Zanbbher and now Nrs,
Johnspn wanst a linoleum! If I ha stayed in there I would not have
had one as my work was so light but they cook all the meals in there
and she keeps a servant and the floor is being Jjust ruined so I be-
lieve it s economy in the end to have &hat floor covered. That makes
all of them covered and its what should have been dohe at first but

I had to cut as many corners as I could and that seemed one way to
save. It was a poor way but I could see no po

covered and it sults me better to have it done now- one at a time- tha
in the beginning having all four kitchens fixed. Where L acted an x&
1dioy wes letteing “erschel Long talk me into papering them- he samed
and + lost but * dont feel that way about the 1ino leums.

I am mmiling Gladys some magazines today- and I will try to asegemble
the clothing for ‘ger as soon as 1 get back to Louisville. As 4 explain
to her and to you X just cald not get to it before 1 left there. I
never heard a word from lir. Watson so 1 am glad 1 didnt send the
things on to him as she suggested in her first letter .

I enclose a clipping about the man who is to succeed Dr.Gé@lines at
Bethel Colllege. His leaving is a great loss but he has been so feeble
that he really shouldhave done so long ago. ¥“hat I cant understand is
why smart men hang on until the cause they tepresnt suffers so. Alf
did that and put the bank to no end of embarrassment bnd killed
himself, prqgctically, by doing so and * fear Yr. Gaines has done the
same thing. Thi& men, Patterson, was one of two recommened by your

old teacher, Dr. Hill- or did he leave meorgefown before ygu went
there? I remember he was gone of the reasons wanted you ¥o go there
to college and he left soon afterwards and has been in educational wrm
work ever since and he recommended Dr. fatterson highly- @aid he knes
only two and kibh‘'is one of them. e lives in Nashville now and has soi
high place on the Sunday School board of £ducation. So he ought to
know educators especially along religleus lines.

I also enclose a letter from Yary Thompson. There is 1 ittle in it

but 1t gives a glimpse into her life. She i1s well and doing well,

LI hope. Charlie stays right on the Job- he is lovely and very, very
nice to her. I am glad she had such a nice rest over the week end-
they are not always that quiet but she must have some social life-
for every reason and not the least of which is to make her gorget the
past. She 18 taking your advice and putting it behind her but if shd
had to spend all her 1leisure alone she could not do that.

I will be glad to get back to my papers - * feel so lost without

the Times and I hate not sending you the Philadelphla Enquirer- dary
T hompson knows nothing of wrapping and mailing them so I didnt ask hen
to send them thinking I would not he here so long. The Mrs. Stone
she refers to is our next door nelghbor- she flips tBg Zkitchen light

off and all all hours of the day and night and it makes the most unca
click. *he has been gohe all winter and between her light and her radig




I cant help belng sorry she has returned.

I didnt bring a radio down here and ~ do pilss 1t- & have my grand ong
up there and vthe christmas we were with Uncle Baylor ~ gave lary
T. a tiny portable which she enjoyed so fmiuch until I todk my own

to Lou. + would have brought it with me but the “lizabeths were going
to be crowded and asked me to bring along as little luggage as pos=-
gible. Mrg, Johnson leaves her door open so i get advantage of hers
but I am sorry , dldnt bring the little one along-I particularly wan
it tomew=ew night to listen to the Firestone program- they are lovel
but sometimes they make me a little wistful for the representative,
But I am afraid not to listen for fear they will put on another abou
the project out there. I wish they would.

Alf contiunes about the same. L never see him nor does any one else,
Pat guards him very jealous y from all confusion and from any one
seeing him and he seems to have no desire to see any one. lMr. “rimble
continues to come every night and when I am there askes me all sorts
of guestions * cant a nswer- ~ often wonder. if he belileves me when I
tell him I never see Alf, If Al f has any mind left L do not know=-
I often wonder &f thats why Yat mever lets me see him. I am afraid
lire *rimble resents not seeing gim~- and I am sure he is trying to keg
his finger ®ight on the pulse of the situatéion. You know he and Alf
and Mr. Jim Andersomnhad an agreement that they would do nothing
that was not unanimous witj. thethree( they own contrélling stock in
the bgnk)- Mr. Anderson has been very 11l in a hospital in Baltimore
having had a serious operatlion and that put'the burén- of all of the
responsibility on Mr, Brimble.as he had Pat s - or Alf's proxy- and
am surehe must have had Mr, Anderson's. Pat-rarely sees him for the
rcason that she sees very few people and as he comes right after s
supper every night and thats a bad time for her to see him,but I
have often wondered if it wasnt a bad policy on her part in not see-
ing him. That duty is left to me always when I am there and I wonde
too if he does not wobder at that but I cant make any suggestions- it
Just none of my business. And I cant visit and try to regulate any
ones business- but I have often wished Pat would see him oftener.

Nell Moore is coming home today for a vislit. So far as the family is
concerned I tiink she married very well but "Bill"- has no position
yet and his foster father( a doctor) very ill. But they run around a
lot having been in Danvllle over the week end and they are coming he
fr the week. Mattle Hickman is in Bowling Green at Business School -
Milton in Center and the remainder of the young generatlion here at
home., Agnes will go to collgge somewhere next year, I suppose- and
Lucy Belle still agonizing with the ardent lover who continues to bg
most persistent and for whom she cares not a rap- I think he bores h
to death but I am afraid she will end by marryl ng him. Alfred kxjy
hopes to land a political job but so far has not spmcceeded.

I have thought so much about the long trees taking a- hundred men to
carry and about the animals from L iberia- I do hope I will get to
see them at the World's “air- 1 had not thought of going and probabl,
will not but these things would add much interest if 1 do and I
have told several people about them who are going. I cant realize
that you are in the midst of the real troplics seeing and hearing the
things we hear in the movies- I hope it means much to you and that t
interest and the pleasure obver shadows the inconvenience of it all.




I want to call Ed- there is no chance to talk with him but I ofte
get in touch with him through Elizabety Durrett- I dont know wheth
he gets my mes:ages ornmt. Accorsdng to a fixed custom €he and her
family continue to have Bunday morning breakfast with him- I called
one Sunday recently but yet®erday i didnt have time to do so before
g ing to church.

Josephine has just passed a8 its her lunch hour- I told her I ma wr
writing and she soys tell Gladys to wite toher and tell her all
about the 1life out there. She 1s very busy of course &and | jmagine
has little time to write but she says BhRe 1s dying to hear from
Gladys and + believe 1t would mean much to Gladys to establishamx
correspondence with here. The 1life you are leading is too interes
not t- pass ajong- Josephime says she is awfully sorry you are too
far away for her to spend her vacatlion with youe.

I want to go out and watch ~ary mix up pone corn bread. Hoping
the "Pfisters" will be here tomorrow I am getting everything in ab-
solute readiness. Mr, Hall seems to think they will take this apart
ament and VMr. Wood- the man who bought his drug store knew the fam-
1ly ip Terra Haute and he says he wlll do all he can to make him
see tgls 1s t e best place in town. They ere delighted with 1t when
they saw i1t but said it was too high but Mr. Wood pays excatly the
same for his and he sald he would be glad to say to “r. Pfister tha
he could do no better and get where he knows bhey would want to
be- so with a friemd and a Peal estate agent pulling for me I have
hopes. lir. Hall may be stringing me but he cersaéinly 1lalks end
thuslastically about the prospectse

There 1is no news. Lots of @#eddings but they are among the very
young. Girls semsm to fZel that they must marry as soon as they get
through school- and thats what + am afraid ucy Belle will do. She
is at the Country Club today with a friend- andﬁpedlative -inlaw
with whom she is quite intpmate- one Eleanor *“eaham (Mr.C.M' Grand-
daughter) she quit school to marry young John Thurman (A1lf' great
_nephew) - 1 gont think its been a happy marriage but Eleanor has her
own house, hger oeh car and unlimited freedom and that has its ap-
peal and so they all are dolng it and if I were to call their names
( of the weddings I mean) you would not know who I was talking ago
Maggie Jackson's death was the olny real news and I wrote you about
that- it was tragic but she simply ran herself to death- I have hea
people doing that but Maggie was the first - ewer knew to do tt.
She had an awful illness years ago and started running thingsas sod
she got home and never stopped. She ha d heart trouble and very
high blood peessure- she buillt a nouse glast fall against her docto
advice and having bullt it she had the grounds looking like it had
been lived in for years. She never stopped. The morning she died she
went to a Bummage sale at the Country Club- spayed there until two
oclock, came home Jjust in time to dress to drive to Yeems boro
with the Dr. Garys- and it was while she was dressing to go that shse
was selzed. She was waliking down the stairs with her coat and
Freds when her sight faliled-_jher head be%@n aching furioualy and
she asked Fred to call Dr. idomas. By the'time “red got back from t
phone she was. unconscious and never rallied- lived until ten oclock
that night after having be n stricken at three in the afterno-n. Peo
ple who never regard tired nature can expect to pay the price. dagg
was barely forty but she had driven her body and mind to the last
extremity - and so uselessly- generally to run some public affair t
(see Mary T&% lehterg




Hopkinsville= Saturdaye.
My beloved Son:

Your letter westerday gave me a térill at the x=
very look &% the outside- it came too late for me to see the
bank but I amlgoing @ht’first thing thls morning and gwill add
to this what find out. I remember perfectly the night you
wrote to the bank=- cant see why ou didnt hear from them. I
am glad to behere to see about the note for you andtrust it
will all come out all righte.

: The time is drawing near for your departure and
again I want to say how proud I am of you for having this po-
sition handed tp yom. It wou'dhave been a compliment if you
had been seeking 1t but much more comimg as it did unsolicited
by you . I am Just as proud of you as can be and I know you
willl make good in it and I trust it is on opening for even bet™
ter things as you go along. I just hope the next one willnot b
so far away but I still think its a grand chance to see some=
thing of the wotld and I hope you and Gladpg will look upon it
as a grand adventure and get all you can out of it of pleasure
and experience as well as businews.

I havent had any luck so far witlh the apartmente-
it is finished now and lovely- I wish you could see it. I will
stay on here until it is rented- unless that is too long=- but
unless you hear to the contrary I will probably be here during
most of the coming week. Gladys writes that you will sail the
14th- thats Thursday. You will probably not leave Akron before ¥za
Wednesday- if you should call me before you leave I will be down
home each night after 7:36Q - Tel 633=W, I believe thats better
than trying to take a message here. Beginning with ton ight I
am going to stay there as I thinks thats thebest way to get in
touch with people as I have entire use of the phone (Mrs. Wilsén
being theother party on theline and gone all day) and besides the
1s no use in having a perfectly good place of my own and staying
here particularly as I am taking my dinners at night over at
Mrs. McKnight's so I can be in touc h with the tobacco people as
many of them go there for meals and a boarding house 1is the best
place in the wokld to hear all thats going on and here I see no on
add hear nothing. Pat has been perfectly love but I must look out
for my own interest and she has too much on her to even ask her
a question.,. Alf is not so well- a pitiable wreck if I have ev
ever seen one and a terrfiic care on Pat.

I am so thankful your cold 1s better- I do so hope t
the voyage will prove a lasting benefit to you both- I am told
there 1s nothing as good for the nerves as a long voyage and you
and Gladys both need the rest and the nerve tonic. I hope to have
that letter that was to be written Thursday- Fou must have made a
hurried trip to Green Bay and from the time the letter was mail=-
ed you must have mad a night trip- which wasnt an% help.

% Ag the trunk got ghere I am sure the books did-
sorry + could not find the others but they were just not there.
If you both have finished the "How to Make Friends"- etec which




I found in the trunk- Mary Thompson thought so highly of it she
boughtit in California and she has often said she would not take
anything for having readt it for she says it has helped her more
than anything she ever read-- she had put it in the trunk so find
lng it there I sent it on. If you havent readf it cxrERYx or if
“ladys hasnt take it along with you- it might be) fine reading

on the seas. But read it and get Gladys to- it calinged my mind on
many points and I know you will both feel repald for reading it
and I may add using it! Myst people must need that very
instruction else it would not havebe-n such a wonderful seller!

There is mo news- X have seen few people and those I
have seen are not interesting. All I can think of is you

: As I started to say just now I will take dinner at
Mrs. McK's each night then go right down®home and be there if
you call- T can get there by 7:30- and remember the number- I

~kept the phone in as I just have to have it- the number again is
633=-W, Its Claude foberts o0ld phome and in his name and not mkx
80 call by number and not by name, unless you put in a person to
person aall and in case that might be necessary I will call
Central's attention to the number,

All the family - join me in much love= all wishing you ev
every success in your venture.

: ith a heart full of love- and loving recollections of
the dear hours spent together so recently- and with love to

Gladys in which also the family all join--

Did you se&l your carg and get your price for it?

I am writing so hurriedly there are many mistakes=I want to get
to thebamk early and get thisroff alrmail.

Do you sail on the "Humhow"- thhts the way I read it in Gladys
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I mailed you a small m home was ©
here last week. I had brnught a 1it ham f“ﬁm home and as | ELouTh
S0 bood I sent you some armnd the jam I have d  for so e na”T%a to send
it in time for vou to have it Sunds ut  had » have the ham n“e§<FP*5d“ ;6*
could not get it off before Saturday., We still havu some of the ham so I am
sending you ancther small box today, this time én time fcr 70u to frv“dl* l;
your room Saturday snd Sunday. I aant make many things to you'Anow Ubu%
I 21 ways want vmu to have )vn=ﬂJ¢r w hen tlovc is anythiré i know vou’Tik“
as ITknow you do the ham from homu Please be sure to get it out of the ﬁ.
for + mailed it early this morning and it certazinly should be there by Saturd
started to mail it to Montgomery but was afraid that would maaﬁ a spec
ip there for it and the bo x was not of sufficent size for that : =
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1600 SOUTH MAIN STREET
HOPKINSVILLE
KENTUCKY

Febs 5th

I am beginning to wonder if you
nderstand how you cam let me write

and not respond.

1

I came down here in answer 4o an urgent appeal
family last ‘hursday. You have never scen a househo
. Georgia has sohe all to pieces and of course Dr. Wood-
a wreck-- and I will be if I have to stay here very long.
Of course * want to do all I can for them all, but it is shooting
what little businees hone s I had all to piesces and the combinua
alr of dmoralizing. You cant think of any one so

18 gl om-as Georgia is doing and
she does mot let any one forget it for a minute. The condition is
as bada s it can be financially but she isnt I 1ping 165 e B
by herattitude. I am thankful to say that Dr. Woodard is going doy
town tomorrow=-- to what I cont say as it seems unavoidable that he
will have to take the bankrupt lew as his only escape from his

unlimited debts,

T oy

gloom is most

completely submerging all apound in

o 2 | a 's

o

1

I eant write sny more tonight. If L dont hearfro
you soon ‘I feel that 1 willjust succumb to the load I anm trying to
carry. It is just provi ng too much

Co 10T 1c,

dith love

A
f L5
L L

I would have thought you would write to Robert., If so dont
weht 1 have said of the financial situation., He is about as
ful as g new born

=
\

bebe in it all and Georgig ag usual
to baby him-- keeping up her 1ife long

himl She bears the burden and shields
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1600 SOUTH MAIN STREET
HOPKINSVILLE Jamary 17th
KENTUCKY

My Dear Son:

#hen I wrote you last + thought I would be back in
Louisville bdfore now but the need here has been so acute I just
could not get away.

I have been diseppointed that you have not writdéen tg
Robert., They are in such troublejand Georgia has never failed us
at any time and while she has not said enything the fact that
she has not called your name indigates to me that she is hurt
at not having heard from you=-~ one of thems

As I wrote 'you Dr, #Woodard had a slight stroke of
paralysis and while he is much better the outcome is most uncer-
tain. He went to Nashville yesterday to go through the Vandeb-
bilt Hospitaml clinic and will be there fir several days. But
his health is not the only trouble-- the cause of the stroke was
evidently woory over money matters and developements since ke
was stricken indicate that all they have is lost! And through
his managerients It is enough to break any man 's healthl! Georgi
is frantic for it means that Robert at thirty three af er never
have made anything of his 1life faces_a penniless futube for
them alls It is most distressing and ! dreag to think of the
conse quencese Heis  sweet with his lMother but that does not
help the financile situation any witkx and it seems hopelessly de
dark for them alle And Dr. Woosdrd has yet to find that they kno
it! He is much better , arparently, physieally but in a most
wretched state mentally =- I cant see any way out for them and
I dread the reaction on lother which is boun d to cime,

I wonder if the place vou hoped fo get for Robert is
still a poasibility? If so it would mean: everything to them
now -- the farm.can get along as well without him as with him and
he can easily be spared here. I wish ~he could find some place

where he could mske a definite salary, if oaly enough to carry
himself,




I do so hate being eway from Mary Thompson and I have business
which is calling me back but my family stood by me when our af-
fairs seemed hopeless and they have never failed me for a minute
so I mist stick by them in their need. But I do hope I can get
eway tomorrow or the next day as I just must be ge ting back for
a while a ny how,

1 am sorry not to have heard from you myself-- its getting nea

to a month again sinece I heard from you so it will mean much to get
another of your rare lgtters. But I must'urge you to write to

Robery or to Georgia—-,Zreferably to Robert-- he is in such a hard
position and having always been under the control of his parents he
has no idea how to be theri hepp now nor dothey know héw to let him
but he needs your sympathy and I am surprised and disappointed that
you have been so long showing it and I beg that you write %o him
immediately. .

Georgla wants me to go dowrn and mail a package to Dr. Woodard
so 1 mst stope
Ifthe family knew I was writing to you they would send love
as they alweys do. When I think how many other things-- material
thing for your comfort and pleasure Georgia has spetityou 1 marvel
at your silence | Please try to undo it Right awaye

Again with love

¢

We dread Dr. Woodard finding that the financial codition which

he has concealed so far is known. A lawsuit forced the issue

and he is in no condition to discuss business and goes all to
pieces alt the mere mention of it so he has a terrible revelatiom
walting for him., Please do not fefer to amy of this but let you
letter be purely about the illness featura,.
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April 6th

My Precious Poy:

There is nothing new to tell you so 1 am writing just a
note to say that I am going back to “ouisville tomorrow-- and hope to find
a letter from you waiting for me there, <+ had hoped to get a ride back
but there seems to be little chance so there is nothing to do but go on the
train, * am glad the L & N rates have been reduced as it makes the trip
cheaper but eben at that * wish =~ could get a ride back. I thought I had
bne cinched but find 1 have not,'+ could have gone back with the Elizabeths

but would have had to leave “unday at noon and really Mother an?@ “eorgia
needed me too badly for me to do that. The situation here does not improve
at all and unless Robert can find something to do 1 cant see what the fu-
ture holds for them, Georgia is just distracted and I cant blame her as
the whole situation is most gloomy looking. But + will not dwell om that,

I ehclose a letter I had from Mary Thompson as * know Hou
like to hear what she is doing., I do hate to leave her and am always glad
when she had dates bo occuppy the evenings-- in the daytime she dées not
need me as Her days are so full, But she comes home so tired at night I
hate not to be there with her-- she is so unselfish though she wants me to
stay here as much as they need me, Besides getting back to her ~ think I
shpuld be back with the doctor as my eye is stiéh giving me trioduble and
as he says my glasses do not fit-- and I am sure he is right-- 1 am under a
constant strain which is bad from every point of visw., I have tried to do
some business but it is alwgys the same answe? " see me whn you come back--
I canéon anything now"! <L wonder if I will ever get any more business!

i want to give this to the postman so he can put it in the
afternoon mail so * will stop., L am msing this big machine which I hate but
the sitting room is always given over to the Woodard family when they are
here and as MHobert and “r. "oodard are working the eternal jig-saw puxzle
( both being gentlemen of g&egant leisure!) they do not like to be disturbed
with the typewriter ( as long as it is not Georgia using it)-- so if + write
I have to come up in Georgia's office which as you know she has moved to the
house, and use the office typewriter and it is like a thrashing machine,

If the family knew 1 was writing they would send much love
as always when I write to you. ‘hey are still disappointed that you were so
near and did not get to come over, I certainly had hoped to have a letter
tellimg me something Apre about thr trip-- before now,

I mailed you a box of peppermint ca dy yesterday from Howard
&lNSouthall's -- somehow “ think it better than any I get anywhere and it
lasts well and keeps so fresh 1 alwways think of you as enjoying it. Hope
you will do 8b thos time,

With a heart full of love

Vs

¥




May 18th,

My Precious Boy:

It seems ages since I wrote to you nor heard from you! I em
sure I wrote you sbout Mary Thompson's promotin and ! thought surely that wouldbri
bringa reply of some sort! I have the horrible feeling that we are just drifting
apart and that I cannot stand}

I have never worked as hard in my life as I have the last few
weeks end never accomplished less so again I feel completely baffled. I & ought
when I undertokk the work of trying to get automobile insurance at a 25% discount
it would be easy sailing but I find it about as hard as any other kind of sell-
ing , all of which is most difficult nowe I feel that I am merking time and
that is all,

I am wondering if you are plenning to come to see us over the 307
I have so set my hopes on your coming and as the time draws near I watch the meils
for a letter saying you are coming-- I must see you, I went to so very much ami t
there are so many matters to discuss. I enclose the last two letters from the
family-- the matter of the taxes I have settled-- I knew I owed them but they sent
me no notice so I had no idea it would be published, It is disgusting in face of
the well lmown fact that so many dont pay mnd mine were advertised in two weecks a
ter the time of expiration, I domt wonder the world is full of REDS! I believe I
am one myself! But they srepeid and I have the receipt so dont worry about that.

I send Agnes' letter also, Did L write you she had such a serious
accident to her hadd? Caught it in the clothes wringer while was hing a sweater
for John and the arm was carried in up to the elbow, meshipg it flat and breaking
the bone im her little finger, Fortunately no bther boneswere brokem and the inj
ry only temporary but from the effects she seems to feel k¥km it must have been
more severe than she has admitted. I knmow you will be interested in all her let
ter has to say so I send it on to youe

Mary Thompson has not come in from work, She has had a deadly time|
lately as her f riends seem to be on the decline-- some of the boys proving perfeet
ly abominable, chiefly Arthur who for a while was lovely but he proved a false
friend and as a result she has been quite lonely. Poor child, I wish she could
find some friend or friends worthy of her but her choice has been most unfortunate
and her very fineness makes it all the harder-- Arthur I fear hes developed into s
cad or a snob-- she intruduced him out of a Catholic crowd and he at last mmmk
met really nice people for the first Time I believe and then he met the debutante
crowd heving a rehative among them amd it had quite gone to his head, I really bel
ieve he thinks he is too good for us now! We are associated in the seme office=-
Booker & Kinnaird and I have never been treated with greater condescensiom om any
body's part as he has recently #ffected, It makes me siek when I think how much he
has bee” here and how much he has accepted at our hends., It is enough to embitter
z young person and I am afriad it has}

Margerte and Ha ry ame up for the Derby end she stayed here and
he had his meals here, I enclose his “very baflly written letter-- it is s nice ome
though, He asked much about you as he alweys does., The letter tells of his good
luck in winning at home when he lost up here, I also enclose aclipping about Mrs,
Rust's death which mush have been a great relief to her and to them all,

Georgia's letter tells of the home coming of Mary Barbour and poo
old Bobe. Do you know that in the two years he has been papatyzed Robert has never
come home once ? Isnt that awful?

I have some more work which I must do this efternoon so I must
stop and get to it-- some people i n the neighbor hood whom I can see only at this

time althrugh as it is nearly supper time-I canp helg wishing the days work were
done! I have worked every night until efter nene an expeet to do so tonight and

as meny nights as I can until schoo/ is out as that is theonly time I can cateh




teachers at home and they ar my best prospects(?) on the reduced sutomobile
insurence, I was told I could just mop up with thet contract but far from it}
It tekes a lot of preparation to get the liste in order and to keep them that way--
there are over 1200 teachers and only two of us agonts with B & K working among
them, Ofcourse I have to find those that have care then call them up as that is the
o ly woy I cen get them as no one is allowed to solicit enything in the schools-=
and between five in the aftermoon end nine thirty at night is the only time it can
be feone and Saturdey Last Saturday I went to Mrs, Paine's and s pent the day at her
phone as.she does not have to pay any toll end I do and she lets me use it but of
course at night the boarders want it and it would not be fair to use it them so I a
forced to use my own, It is right expensive but it is that or mnot try and try I mus
if T am to meke smything at all, =

I wish I could write yoy ome bright, cheerful letter -- but unless things
change cheer has departed forever I fear, If I could only see you and telk with
ywu life might seem differemt but at presemt it is only bitterness and disappointe
ment end expensel I must go--

With a heart full of love and hoping and praying you are’'plamn ing to
come yo us néfBsieck for that is when it is-=-




APRIL '20TH

My Dearest Son:

I have time for Hust a note as I want to get to work early
this morning but I cannot refrein from writing the note to remind you that
Just one month ago today you wrote me your last letter! Do you think that
ig fair, son? And that letter was from Nash VIIle %Telling me a little of
the dekai 1s of one of the bitterest disappointments I have had in years
and each day since I have looked and longed for a follow up letter and so
f9r, a whole month, and not one word,

ITwas glad to get your pelegram Easter but always there is the
fedling that the letter I so desire is pospponed smother month possibly by
the telegram-- be careful son that you dont g0 too far and spend a lifetime
of regret, I have stood and stood-- I tell Yu I am in a panicand yet you do
not even respond to the appeal-- I cant uhderstend it, I Xmow you are busy but
not that busy-- be carefyl that the ugly word neglect does not apply to youl
Whet constitutes neglect? Think it over and s@e if the definition does mot
apply o  yourself, ‘

J

I havent time to werk-- I mst start out on the ceaseless grind
of the day., I am beginning to feel whem I first open my eyes in the moraing,
my first waking thought, the dread of the days labor with its accompanying
dissppointments. I was not prepared for any such contingency and often I
feel that it is getting too much for me--a nd you dont scem to care at all}

That is what hurts so-- a whole month of heartache and disappointment and
frenzied fear and not a lime from you-- thereis no use in going om about ite--
and candidly son, I cent go in reality much longer in this agonizing suspense
without your support which you secem to have entirely denbed. But for Mary
Thompson's great need I would not be here tonight-- when thereis such an easy
way out I certainly wouldd take it -- and may yet as you both would be better
off wbthput me, I have stood almost to the limit-- the ome thing I cammot

stand is you defection, your desertion, and almost it seems to have come, Dont
kid yourself thet the telegram helps-- candidly it did not at all for behind the
message of love was the real shifting of a duty--tears blind me so I mst stop--
thereis no use in mdding heartache to the days grind and making it any harder.

I enclose a letter ¢ from Georgia -- its the last one from any
of them. She is in a perfect frenzy and I dont bleme her, Men who do not look
to their Pamily' s future take a tremendous responsibility on themselves== I
am a living example of that fact-- and she is worse for she is tied to a living
wreck and cant get away, Death i8 of'ten a blessing-- mine mertainly would be.

Dont wait too late to write-- candidly I am desperate}

v ,
7. :_,/ FE—)
LSS
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) letter date udw& me yesterday after having been sent as
I requested to Louisvilles Evere s > reading it I have been most depressed as 1 feel
that I have distressed you unnemess 7-—- 1 wrote to you yssterday to thank v« fpr the
check which you are alw S s Y10 1¢ ) : ] SR
in the room so I never feel ’auat
lithonse This morning the bitter
had to zo out yesterda ~/’ mao .r:.efu-l;}' f'ooze fore I got b ‘.‘3;:--‘— ub
terfere with an engagement whiech I had yestaerday. Bub the one
dldnt materlalize I de ; te ere in the warmth and
M"' ass as affor 50 produ itile results these days

s

ur le LLsteassed me because it is about the

written as if you were 1u.L”lﬂl and discouraged. i wi sh I could say
you for you have been sofine and brave and worked so hard I 13 50
the 1Ba» that so meny are f”u]_l.d" { 30 I ha
csnt my-miad of tha
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LU e +

yous boath I am mogh-dishr > If you nef-d

the brl(ﬁge we must mﬂce soms arranger ments to have it made no matter wha I have to do with

out-~ I just cant let yomr health suf ffer so we can have lumrles. I hope to have a little

money \,omin!»; i‘,z next month and I wil 5O ke that do for the rent so you can use what
he bridge, I 1 f 5 Dm\r but luck sesms

Fo

at 13,41* ju;u k 395 my

C ; for which I «,ant and uont
blame her) but 1t is hard t:hat she never for one mlnu’ce lm,u any of us forg her loss
and h(, resent‘lenb and L,ne' pervade the house like a bad ;(oexon?: Just ﬂbﬁrm lere and all of
i ions I 1 other sh iy Oonle e >
noy hear all of it but for the rest of u‘s 1t is terrlflc and the awful part of it seems to
be the helple=sness of the situation adn Robert is as powerless as a child ( which he is in
many ways) He too is do S}epresse tha't it is madc 1en1nw and when Dr. r‘odar.l, steps iz
’_)g.:":ljf]_(* to wallk '_',‘m, 'l‘ 1 s3.0mh Paa ; at- L will have +Go wall oube= 15 the real reasom
ishness 7o e rruesg Just had to hava an outlet and nloas know that not for
one minute :10 I consider you an undutiful nor en unsatisfactory son fir you are all that you
could and should be and you are a rock in a woary land to mg.

2 -

3.

I could cry my eyes out th&t you have to work so hard but really we ought
to be thankful that we have wwork and + thank God that you and h.ul‘/ ‘Lﬂ"J‘ALj"f‘fl have staedy
jobs with salaries-- if you could eee the a; gony of spirit ( which I thank God you cant) that
Robert and Georgia are wxperiencing from lack of work that v ys you wouldfeel that no smount
of effort was lost if it only pays and we. mst make our expenses fit the income no matter
what sacrifices it emtails-- excent your testh for you must save them I came home tp have
some dental work rlone as Ur. Floner is so much more reasonable than the Louisville dentists
and too he will wait on the bill-~ wont the Charleston dentist do that and maybe we wan pay
him by the m 31u1-— but you s}‘oul dhave that bridge put it else it will put too much work on
your front beeth-- that is what I was up asainsk 2 could not endancer tho

1 thought I had pixked a quist time but thersis no s s i
until Mother goes up s\,air' at night and then Georgia comes in and so I have ho tlme to mysel
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again as she says ths situati is so awful then I am not here--
Torse 1. when

rair
it will not at present touch us
Wocdard be forsed into Dankrupt
thrown away and spent every pez
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none of them wioll ever got : e”nf ouc of it-- at 1aa°u it 1
fortunate for hat thereis no pun ent- for Br P lirustiels
there it vou. and-him 3 pt for the llsgrace of 1t
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is actlng a Derfect baby 1ind 5o
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iy quiet has endad=~
oy refuge and it is not t
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should khow

With a heart full of love




Hopkinsville,

RN J‘
Fab.8th,

) g an f=1t so rebuked as
when I read it slthoush I know yo i d not n. it as suchs When I think.of .you
working so hard end being so isciuraged at the 3esming lack of recogmhition I zw
could weep my s out:and to fhink that 1 have added anv “t"”ln to your discomfor
and peace of mind makes me: too disgntted with myself ¢

I thank you fpr the check=-- how I wish I could
The fac’b that I am a burd to you when you work so hard and need
much is almost unbears +to Moy A 1 bry 50 et along wi

i

let you send the cﬁeck. :

OME =~ I3} yaloveddhor

LY 1100V e

7o thet again  for jy know rnn, a
3111 y has bhi ne 0f the two D wrks dn my

1 did, but my dear son, i only: knew what 1 ha bean ‘through with
last month you would forgive my scoldlnn' for the affairs here at home have been
almost unbearable. I dont want to worry you but the situati s 50 dx
i must tell you something 0f ite As you know Dr. Woodard had that s;,uom: of‘ pd.P
alysis a month ago-- well there is mo doubt ot was brought about from PV 5ok
?or of all the craven cowards I have ever seen he takes the les Throue h all 0
these y ears he has been spending, wasting the funds that ! made () if any.
and worse still his Mother's and his sister's estate omer w 3 poor, silly,
demented mother placed hhm when lir. Woodard died. It we bi J
to keep them in ease for tho I‘“Su of theiez lives and then to leave him and Georb
and Robert & ease 'LLSO and he throwm 1% _1~1 away-- and-more for h@ is hope—
lessly involved in debt and to every body that he Sould bor"t)f i 0 )
indi 1) as rhody And Georgia does not know How
talk to her at all knaon -rxbout ?O r\OO Of‘ 1n\1eoted
notes in bank inv ing Roder: jeopar farm
and with Dr. Woodard in. the *'v1~_Ji‘)1 ha .L.: f course
gy surpery, if for any thing at all. He is norwlolr d | and
here of ‘;‘10 ho**'c the minute he steps in-- and as for 1e-hasnt any at
yvon their board o i - ars all here living on uiotherl Georgia is distracH
ed and malces no effort to throw it off-- you sunpmy cant imagine a more depressing
nor a more Alobl’@»:.l"" s uuau,lon.. Lo h nﬂz“i hs and 'mbll I foel that
1 1mp1y cant listen to another and yet it we 4 ] Ve 50 g,;,.;/ here al hdt
ig working havoc Nlth my businesse I have %o oy +ith Mother as it is perfectl_
awful for hers bLast night Georgla went over to Pats for a 1little while and Dr.
Woodard walked the floor every minute while she way away, li"ﬂ a caged btiger. He
id peffectly awful-- getting well n 7S wal“ a*mar'mltlj and ﬂwovf’e" Llr simple
;nenfallj, I ~"1worfer'tl*r disgasted wi him and furious that he sl 3 have o >
G wful wreck hehas when he seemed o have some sense. He has
“Oncealﬂ‘l hverything and lied to a and duped her *1[: Tr:;r'y burn and now it i
too J,.,\," Zor """' ones: £o de J,L‘ul._L Tf,‘ 3 “"\),, nitvr STrxXe wasnc -severe
enough to take him off and get him out of the s1tuat10n so ueorg;la ahd Robert
could acte. At least he would have left some insu rance and as it is he still with-
holds all infiormation and is nearly r'uw'ain,g teorgia crazy for the banks and cred
itors wiol force him into )aL- u")tcy-— oh, its just awful son-- please forgive me
if I was reasonable but I have stood 'IJLl I cant stand much :longer! T will

have 4o zeb 0.t of it all for a while for 1 can do nothing but try to cheer up a
perfectly cheerless situation, and its right costly eheering and I am doing it al!
except fpr Pats efforts. She as always is faithful and untiring and fine to
degree, 5

My only outlet is Srying to got s
that for l‘fhlc}'\ I prf - Gogd can d0.
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1600 SOUTH MAIN STREET
HOPKINSVILLE
KENTUCKY

My Precious Boy:

Your letter containing your generous check camd
days ago. 1 thank you for the check-- I wish you were as certain
about writing as you are about that check as you never fail me in
that respect and I want you to know how grateful 1 am for you
and to youe, I hope tha day may come when you will have that mon-
ey -to spend for yourself as it secmg & big burden for one so
young to assume-- I try to think of a wheaper way to live but I
cant figure it out in justice to Mary Thompson. I hear of cheape
places than thePuritan but when I look into them the accessories
rin the price up to whatwe are pagwing now and when I realize the
amount of protecticn that wouldbe withdrewm from her my heart
fails me for I have to leave her and I know she is as well protec
ed at The Puritan as it is po sible to be anywhere and my absecn
in no way affects her safety =-- so I cannot see what we would
gain by a change and we might lose much.

Your last letter came this morning and i was de=-
lighted to get ite I wish you would disabuse your mind of the
idea that your letters are ever uninteresting to me and a bitef
one written as that one was at the ofiice is what I want you to
go in for-- just snatches which mean so much more to me than the
longer letters wriiiten at so great intervals., I was so happy at
getting the letter and hire you will do this oftens

I came down here Tuesday for several reasonse I
had to be here near the first of May so decided to come before
then., I had had notice that the tax assessment had been raised
and Wednesday was the last day I eould offer an objection, I
found that it had been lowered at Uncle Will's request last year
but he made such e drastic reduction that they would not graﬁt it
and it got into my hands too late to de anything about it. This
year the appraisal of the hpuse was raised fropy $1,900 %o

1 ¢ g i 4.3'2,4-
and as the lok was not mentioned I did not knop = 5

= o S " what the +o
«as and thought it best to come see about it mysel £ tal
m =




I found that the beerd off equilization had lowered the value to

a total of $3,500 on theplace so they dropped to §$3,400 on my
objectione That is still too much but they said it was all they
could drop legally so as that is $300 less than heretofore 1 pgus
ruess 1 shouldbe satisfied and they said that next year I could
zat it down still lower but not this year. I know so little
about matters of that sort and candidly it looks like when the mq
men in the family step in thes, hurt more than they help (not you)
so I have o hoe my own rowe Then $oo, Mrs., Mayes had not
paid the rent for March and I did not want it to run into amother
month as they pay at the end of the montha and not at the beginn
so I wanted to dee her and collect before the first and she said ;i
she would pay me Saturdady so if ¢he does these two items will hay
repaid me for the tripe. I had two chancek to ride down in cars
but one was for early Sunday morning and theother early Monday
morning end .l had so much work to do which I hope was important,
that I thought with the railroad ticket being so cheap I would
save by staying over and coming on the triaine The fare is $3.54
and as ~ always pay part of the automobile expenses the differend
of about $2.00 in cost often does not make up for the imconvenie
of fitting my time to others and as there is a long, titesome de
tour  around by Glasgow it kakes the +trip most wearing as it take
es about seven hours to make it and I am worn out at the end. By
coming on the train I come so much more comfortably and so much
fasber its a temptation to come that way all of the time.

I am so happy st the thought of your coming to be with

us the 30th of Maye. If you havent a holiday then , why wait? I
hoped you would have the holiday and could stay four days but
there may be .better rates available then. They told me at the
L & N office that they were putting oM/ the very cheap rates the
last of every month. I just missed one but couldnot help it--

. watch for the cheap rates and catch one, as they are sometimes
just half qﬁ_the regular ticket even as cheap as they are now.

0 .

- I am delighted that your company did not lose its suit,
and while they did not win the case as you siad the next best
thing was not to have a decision against them and maybe it will
be withdrawn. Certainly I hope so-- I did so hate the long hours
in the court room for you and the other inconveniences - and 1

hope now you will have some respite and some time of vour own.
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I wish I could give po¥f*¥™E¥ter report of conditions here,
but frankly they are deadly! Georgia continues immersed in
gloom and will not let eny one around forget her and her troubles
for a minute. Of course we are all desperately sorry for her and
the case seems terribly blue, but no good ¢ n be had by constant}y
grieving and her attitude undermimes both Dr. Woodard and Robert
end keeps the whole family disturbed to the utmost. Dr. Woodard
seems well but is terribly depressed and certainly with reason fo
his practise has in no way come back(the little he had!§ and that
has broken him mre.then the illness. It all quite unfits me for
my work and yret I have to come as Mother nceds me-- they all do--
but I fear Mother is not well., For the first time in her life she
Seems nervous and the stmain she has been under the last four
months has been-enough to undermine her entire health. She has
gged distressingly and lately has been so lame and these together
with the stp@in of Georgia's attitude and constant complainings
have provemn most disastrous and I fear the results. There has
been a meeting going on at the church and she has enjoyed it im-
mensely but I am afraid it too has been a strain as she goes to
every meeting but it s such a pleasute no one of us likes to in=-
terfere with fier going., I am glad tonight is the last night al-
though the preacher is one of the best I ever heard,

Pat had a letter from Agnes today telling her she had
broken one of the bones in her hand. She caught her hand in the
clothes wringer and the hand and arm up to her elbow were carried
into the wringer=-- she was in the basement alone snd had to turn
off the current herself and loosen -the rollers., Her arm and hadd
were entirely flattened out and the bone #n +the 1little Ffinger
snapped in two-- it might have been most disastrous but fortunat
her hand was not crushed and she turned off the currens in time
else her arm might have suffered horribly, We did not %ell M othei
but the rest of us are so disturbed over it,

I had hoped to get back home Sunday but I have g ah

ang




=

to cldse an Annuity Monday, the first and as I cant get it signed
before the first I will have to stay over and get it done thenn-
if 1L can, but I know now I cant until Mondays This morning Ethel
came over with a crowd from Clarksville and Mother asked her to
come over and spend the dsy Monday so I am glad I will be here but
it is most important that I be back In Louisville the 3rd so I

mqf afraid I am getting in to a:jam. I hope not but I do want o
get all of the business possible as it has been so long since I
really wrote anye.

I promised Mother I would write Agnes a note so I must stop.
Again 1 went to thank you for the check-- I hope you know Wow much
joy that check brings and how gratéeful I am to you for making
life so somfortable for us-- and I want yvou to know how much I
enjoy the letters that dont bring checks ! You have gotten into
the habit of waiting and writing only that one letter during the
month end that is when + complaine

All of the family join me in much love== I am plad your
letter came to me here as they love to hear from you alwayse

With a heart full-of love

L4

‘ , lay ¢ . sale and thought I
had found them when I was packing to come
down.e will sfon &t cet back and hope they are nc

U By I send them before the colde
nt to tske them %o you when I thoufh?
out weels ago and ti Lawsuit interfereds -I am so
1iave waited so long as I wonted to save you buying any.

2
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Thursdeaye

My Prechous “oy:

Just a line to tell you thht Dr,
better today-- that is the condition j not so criti0ﬂ1
will really never be any better the tors His
clear todgy and he can swallow gwhic h he c do it
last night and he has slept constantly -even w hen noh inder the
iﬂflUanﬁ of opium. Yesterday  Dr. Stone said he might go
and never wake up-- but today that seondition seems to

od and e graver one arisen-- the passibility of a

a chair or in bed as they say he can never take anotheq

But his living makes a difference for us right now and
unless he gets worse 1 hope we can carry out ourﬁfplmns as we
have made them o It is very neceasary that I be back in Louisvil
n ext Tuesday and + do so hope you Will ret there Friday and
stay through the 4th of Julye. Mary hO'mqon is comins down here
Saturday but under thepresent conditions 1 dont kmow how long
she will wont to stay mnd she may o back with me Tuesdaye. But
she may stay until Thursday and m et you in L. We both want
you more than anything and as I have said before I just cant
stend another postponements

I am 1QW‘”O did not plan to come here
holidqy for as much as they all want to see you I could
bear to have your short vacation marred by the atmosphere
necessarily exista~-- poor Robert loocks like he had had
of illnesse He is lovely with his father-- thov are with
other end 1 dont know what Georgia would have
terrible days but for him . He is so SOrry you are not comwng d.oy
but a visit now sould be no pleasure +to you and could be 13
1it 1e t him and wemk it would a1 be ruined for me so I am
just delighted that we planned to stay right there in Louisvill{
together. It all sems to be working out well if Dr. W. continues
to improves as I trust he will do,




Julia to meil this so must stope.

heart fall of love

Please dont changce your plens about coming for the 4the You

will not be shortening Mary T's visit here for +that is as long
efers being back in L,

as she would went to stey and she much prefe
by the end of the week, I
me luesday. There

sees the
be this time, and I am bound to be back there on Tuesday if possi

am sure she will want to go back wit
is nothing doeing here and as soon as she sq
home folks she is ready +o zo beck and i know she will

bleo




August 10the

My Precious Boy:

Ten days is a long time to wait to acknowkdge a check,
isnt it? I hurried as much as 1 could to get the check to you by the
first of August so you would not be 8mbarrassed any further and askedyou
to let me know if it reachedyoy and although thet letter was written the
29th of July I havd had no word from you and dont even know if the check
reached you, Do you think that is quite fair trehbment?

- I am in no mood for writing foday and will probably end by
not sending the lettere I have tried so hard to do the right thing and have
had one of those slaps in the face that have come to me so often, always
just as I flatter myself that I am beginning to get matters in hand a kind or
an unkind fate shows me that I em nothing but a miseeable failure, On Mondey
of this week, Monday morning, I started out with the feeling that for the
first time @n over six months I was free to work with a clear mind- nothning
shed nor at home to prevent my giving my entire time and attention to my busi-
ness which since buying the car is so absolutely necessary, That though alone
is always an invitation to disabter end the disastee never fails to arrive--
I started not to go down town at all but to stey here and finish a lot of edds
end ends of business which I did with such dispateh that I was through by the
time the morning was half gone, So I decided to go on in town-- I had been havin
trouble with one ear so Dr. Bell had cautioned me to come back Monday end ell
of the way in I debated as to which was the best route to take, to get off at
Broadway and see him them walk out 4th st. to the two offices or to transfes
at Broadway, go to Booker & Kinnaird's and walk back and thet was the way I de-
cided upone I saw several people, went to hoth offic es and having a few mimtes
before I kmew Dr, Bell would close his office I went to see a woman who is and
for g long time has been considering en smmuity and whé had asked ke to come to
see her that day, I should have waited until after lunce but didnot emd in leavd
ing her in mv hurry to get to Dr. Bell I turned my ankle and sprainedit badly
and have heen laid up ever since} Whik the outcome will be I dont know for I mx
simply ce not afford to lose eny more times I have been out in the car a few ti
times alome bu?“h&ve not been able to do much as the excitement of driving
rather undermines my sales takk and it was because Iwas so enxious to take
advantage of the lovely day that I was hurrying back to drive 4 one par txof
the afternoon to give myself another lesson, in driving slone,

I have no regrets as to buying the car == every body who has e
corre nted says it is the only thing to do and. - John Stites emen went so far
as to say he would as soom try to practise medicine without eme as to try &
do yhe business I am trying-~ I remember Dr, Stites at home urged me when I
first went into the isurance business to buy one and said I would never be =b
able to get anywhere without one -- or lose my health in the etempte, I did m
not do that but I lost much business I now see, in every line I have attempt
edes And it has been a life saver for Mary Thompson. Shelooks and feels like
a different person since we have been out here end I kmow now we could not
have gotten along without the car here without being such en effort that nei—
ther of us could have stood it and I kmow too that she was doomed if we had
styed at the Puritem much longer. The car is ome of the essentiels, but how
I am to swing it all I cent seew= I almost wish the injury had been one that
wouldheve removed me from the scene and left y ou andher witht the prortect#
ion T em trying so hard to cerry for youe I shouldhave some cemmissions ewr
coming in but people ape so slow about paying their premiums ( fire insurenec
seems to be largely credit) end my commissions are held out wuntil they do.s
so I about to be stranded} Mrs. Mayes.is very slow with the rent momey, so
there again I am up against it forshe is the kind that if I complain she will
move out as she says thet is what she wants to do so she and her chidren can

88°nfsBAstusE BRRFCIHSuIR "FLEADE 81150 An°0 S0 50y something thet will




When I was at home I found that the kitchen boiler had burst so lad tp have a
new one put it-- there just seems to be no end to my worries liely and on top
of them all to have had this mésearble aceident which is not -only expeemely
painful and will prove expensive as I did not carry insutence that would
protect that kind of a accidemt, but it is pro ving mbst costly from point

of time loste So you can see that I am worried to death,

I have no idea when nor what D wrote you last, Agnes came by for a
night and we all went out to Helens end had e most delightful evening as
Uncle Baylor was there elso and Baylor end Louise. They all asked ebout you
as they always doe

I encloee Georgiats last letter which as usual i's full of interest
about héme affairs. The application shexf refers to is for the place of
Post Mistress at hime which she has been working upon for some time, I truly
hope she gets it. Fannie Underwood is alos a cendidate but it seems that ih
the last election Thomas fought Barkley through his paper in Lexinfton and tha
put a crimp in Fannie's chhneces., Some one suggested that I 4ry for it and
offered to help me but I asked them to throw the same influence to Georgia and
suggested she try forit which she is doing but I imagine she has forgotten th
thet the suggestion came from me as she likes to think she does all of the
thinking herself-- nor did I ever tell her 1 sidetracked any possibali ty for
myself so she could have it, At the time she said she would not consider it as
Fannie was in the race and she had promised to help her but she found Famnie's
chances were poor so she decided to try for it.

Pat end Alf and Alfred passed through yesterday after having been over
to Lexington to see about pytting Alfred in U, of Kenbucky this fall, 1 am sorry
to say I am afraid there is little to Alfred. He has no ambition to learn mor
to do anything else-- he is simply girl crazy. H ewas never satisfied at Duke
end elthough he gotf through I cant Kelp wondering what he stud ied to do so
for his one interest outside of girls was that Brum Major business and as he
had to pass to hold that I am suspicious thet the schoof made his surriculum
as easy as possible, Pat and Alf leave all of those things to him and ere per=-
fectly blind to his scheming-- his one thought is a good. time and it is a pity
for Alf would give him much and does but he cretianly is not taking advantage
of his opportunities. :

Frances Ballard, as you know, has come back here to ldive and is
proving a great pleasure to Mary Thompson. Poor child, her sociah carrer 1is
a dismal feilurel All of her few girl friends have proven themselves perfect
"duds" and if Frances proves to be a real one it id the first one she has ever
had as all of the giving hes been on her side and shehas mnever gotten anything
in return until I em sorry to say she ha a become quite bitter on the subject
endlesdd such a lonely lifed I am hoping that out here she will make new friends
and some that will meant somebhing to her., She asked Lettie Witherspoon and
Frances out tonight to play contract and as a fourth she asked Emily Nichols
who although she is one of the Altshelers has been nice to Mary T. and she
wented to ask onme of their old club but did not went to ask Frances Mayes as she
has carried thael dead load long enough end I am afraid Frances will be offended
as she seems to be anyhow since we moved. Mrs. Mayes told me she thought we were
making a big mistake to meke the move and unless Mary T, shows Frence every par-
tiality in asking girls to ride home when she goes in the caras she sometimes do
es she sees a change in Frances' menner toward her. We have hagkher out twice bu
heving some one for Lettie whoa s you know lives there in the Pyritan, end at
night , will be sure to offend both Frances end Mrs. Mayes, But I cent help it-
I know Frences has been a disddvantage to Mary Thompson all slong and le.s had
nothing to offer in return except en occasional meal wen I was away. Mra. Mayes
was smart enough{ to keep that going and tried to keep us under obligations all
of the time by always asking Mary T, wheh I was away but as to any thing else
sogially it was not forth comings. ,




I must stop and get my foot up. John Btites said for me to keep :
elevated and as I had to go down town and walk around quite a bit today it
is hurting me badly so I must get it upe.

T hope you will write soon, If you had any idea of thepanic that
s me often wou would not ever keep me in suspense. It really is a
for an old women to have to keep on working and ot ny age to know thet 1
cah* stope Nellie is late so I must even add c]aannn' unp to the other

s L have had to do today-~ I domt mind the pain but I am in an agony of

su spanso for fear of f 111nr as I feel so unbalemceds I had no insurance as
it is so expemsive to carry, that kind, and even if I had had I probably would h
navepald out more than I could get oack as being up and around woild make the d
disabilify partial which won 1d meen only half end if I had had to say what my
earnings 1he last year have been I fear the protection would not hawve been much
as it israted aorordlnvly. I hope I wouldheve paid out more than it is going
to cost me as I em going to the doctor as litle as possible, I trust tomorrow
will be the last time,

l1eze
!‘,\
st
hir ng

With a heart full of love and hoping to hear from you soon
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Sept. 9th,

My Precious Boy:

I dont remember when I wrote to you! I am sure it was s(
some days ago and before Labor Dey. 1 have wondered how you spent that
day andif you did as you said you were hoping to do -- take the two or
three days and spend them quietly playing golf at the quiet place you
told me about but +the neme I have forgotten, I hope you didhave a pleas
ent 1little holiday even if you did not spend it that way.

Mary Thompson went to’ Chagago as 1 wrote you she wednr
planning to do, She &s always good about writing and as I was & home I
got two letters from her, one written from Chicago and the other after sh
got back here as I was gone a day longer then she., I enclose the letters
as they tell quite freecly what she did, end I havent seen any one who gotf
as much out ofthe Fadr ms she did nor who had a better time, She is most
enthusiastic about it end I am so glad she could go end could get the ad-
vantage of such a chep trip. Sheis not very well having caught one of
her usuel fall colds-- I do wish she could get over them, She went to see
Frenk Stites this morming and he gave her a prescription to relieve her
nose and throat and some directions which I hope will give her relief,

I sepnt four days at home and theywere busy days! I hate
to write you about them but I know I should keep you posted as to all thsg
hapens to us-- I just have to do thaty As I wrote you Mrs. Mayes shaad
they would have to give up +the house, and they did the first of the
month, I knew theywere kee ping it very badly but how badly I had no ideg
until it was vamated, and such a mess as I found} No human would have
rentedit dantil something was done to it for the paper dowvn stairs was
so dirty and upstaits hopelesses And the bathroom e filthly wreck-- so
I had Mr. Hisgen cleen the wall paper down stairs and repeper the ceil=
ings as they were beyond cleaning, Georgia had had the work done and she
has such gqueer ideas of economym and alwsys has some cheap person who can
do everything just es well as the best and there is no telling what her
method has cost me as she attend to ell of these things when I amwewaye
The paper had been cheaply hung and everywhere the paste had been smeared
on the paper the cleaner left horrible spots so there was nothing to do
but repeper the ceilings and if I cen rent the house I will have to do =
lot of papering upstakrs but I will not do that until it is rented. But
in order to show it to any one I thought the down stairs should be presey
able and that required paper, The bath room vias e wreck-- perfectly £3
filthy as to the painted woodwork and the plastering falling off in greaf
hunks so I had thet plestered and papered, There were s number of'places
in the house where the plastering had fellen and the roof leaking end in
none of these cases had the McCords seid a word-- they mad few requests
but I ceeteinly regret th&é they felt so little the need of reporting
things that were reallyy demeBing the house by neglect, The furnace was

n bad shape as it al ways is in the fall so I had that clesned and put
in repair ready for winter end as the fromf of the house was perflectly
awful looking I had that wasled off and am having a little painting
done-- the new posts which were put up af'ter the balustrade was taken o
were showing doen to the grain of the wood as they hed only one coat of
paint and theanks to Hershel Long'sbad job of fixing the porech roof the
paint rd run down end ruined the paint on the cormice of the porch so I




hadone coat of paint put on the gorch floor which had to be repared
right in front of the front door and the cormice painted so I hope
the looks will be improved, But wkh the down stairs walls clean, the =
bath room in nice codition and the furnace also end everkthing sbout
the place even to the back f-nce perfeetly clean it is in condition to
show any one but in my hurry to get it rented I am afarid I lost a good
renter by showing it when it wes only half clean and the wedls awful
looking, I hope I cen get a renmter for the loss of that $30 a month
is very greivous to me, Andin all it will cost me about $75 to get the
necessary work that I have mentioned dome. I got it well under way
while I was there-- had all of the cleasning done, the furnace fixed
and the bath rbom_platered,# lesving the hanging of the paper and the
peinting in Mr, Hisgen's hends as he is perfectly reliable and worki
by the job and not on time, If I csn get a good renter even the cos
and thepboss of the rent for thepresemt will not be thegrembtt misfor®
tune as the McCords were ruining the house and bringing down the atmos
phere so T am glad to be rid of thems I wish I oould sell the house
now thet it is in good shape. What do you think of it anfl if you ap=
prove what do you think we should ask for it? The taxes are over $100
a year and insurance about $20,00 and as I have been able to get only
$30 a month or $360 a year that leaves only $240-- then teke from thet
the $75 the work I had to do to get it in shape to shew to any one at a
qll or to hope to remt it leaves §165 ppofit at magst-- snd if I could
get only $3,500 for it invested et four and three quarter percent it
would bring that muche And what I am living in dread of is a new furnac
as each year Mr. Xharlton says he cant’meke it last another winter and
when you tonsider it has been in there for nineteen years you know he
is righte, He might be able to save it by getting new parts which he sai
would cost nearly $100, And thanks to some more of Georgia's bad advic
vhen I hed the roof painted last fall +the second time since we left as
Dad had neglected it until it was almost past saving enmd I em paying f
for that too--she had en ugly old negro paint it to save about $6.00
and you' could never tell it ‘had been painted but it cen go until
spring. So you see there is beginnig to be almost no profit asit is an
I fear another year another coat of paint will be necessary both th
rent a nd to save the house so aswe would never went to live in that b
a house again I em for selling it even if we cent get a big price whiadh
we Jp@int now, but keeping it we are stire to pay a biggerome so I em in f
favor of seiling ite I wish I had known that pne of the professors in
the High School was in the maeket for a house as he bought the old Long
place next to Vriginia Street school a few days ago, so thee are buyers
and if you are willing I think I shall go after one. Please let me hear
from yu by return mail as Alf is coming up kxmezxmwxfrrxs Monday for
a benker's convention which lasts until Wednesdey snd I went to dise
cuss the matter with hime He was in Chicago while I was at home and I
had no chance to talk with him but I guesshe will stay out here with
us end I will heve an abundemt chance to talk it 21 over amnd I hope he ¢
can suggest a buyer, Please ley me know what you think by return mail,

The weather contimies deadly hot-- I mever felt a hotter day
then today. I em without'a cook as Nelie just walkedout on us but since
the cut in income I am going to try to do without e cook this falle=-I
wuld not mind if onl v the hot weather would let up as it will in a fé
short time I am sures T have a chance to ride down home Friday and
Mary Thompsen wents to drive over to Lexington to see ebout some Sororif
plans which I hope will be an adventage to me (e Hopkinsville girl),
end I am pgoing to Chicago the next week end so I am glad not to have %
expense and the care of a cook then end if wee an tide over until cool
weather I  am going to try iy until we get anew remter or sell the
house, If I had kmown all of this I wouldnot heve bought the car but

there is no doubt it makes business a different thing ( aswell as all
of the rest of 1lifd) but I bough it for business and wonder now how
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I ever got along without ite Living out here we could nb have gotten
elong and when I drive down town I wonder how we aver stood the dead aikr-
it feels compressed after leaving here=--and L tmnow dary Thompson!
was suffering-- but living anywhere it makes all the difference and I
several p0‘101@s I heve sold by going to see the parties that 1 © uld neve
have closed without seeing the people and meny others I hope to close.
There are sO many shister insurence men who dollght in trying to make
people, teachers in pa rticulr, believe that this automobile insurance
is not legal or sbendard and by seeing people and telking with them 1o
convinve them it is end in several instances I have saved the case by
seeing them face to face, Each one of these p01101PS peys me sbout five
dollers but it wald take all of my August commissions to pay my own in-
surance and the upeej with which I get my commissions rests enterly
with the speed with which the premiums are paid as my commissions are
held out until the premiums are paids@ it may be months dantil I get any
more paye One nice commission enabled me to meke the first payment o
the car so I was hoping I could pay for it that way end could have by
the strictest economy if the house had not been vacated end so much ex=-
pense add ed, But I am going to save every penny and do without everythix
possible for I would rather have the car tham anything money can buy and
I mow it means much to Mgy Thompson from point of health, Poor ch11d,
she has absolutely no socikd life] I feel so sorry for her Bor she might
as well be in the heart of a desert as here in Louisville-- her friends ¢
if she ever had any-- have all married or gone away except Arthur who hed
turned out to be a perfect cad and she hasnt seen him since we moved out
here nor any one else, for that matter, I am greatly distresssed about
it but of course dont discuss it with her but it is e great pity for a
lovely young girl to have no friends and =m no dates at all - and that is
what is happening for she sits here night af‘ter night and sees no one and
a8 for telephone calls them have simply ceased forhe#s It is dreadful and
I do so dreed the winter for her.. she has felt so badly lately she doesn
seem to mind but in her heart I know she is deeply hamiliatedthat there
is no one interested enough to ever call or get up a geme of bridge or
anythinge. She has arranged a few dates when Frances or one of thegirls
stay with her but she has gotten so she will notdfd that as she says she
will not ask boys for detes when they never ask her and of cousse I think
sheis rlght but it is meking life very deadly forher. If we disnt have the
car to get her wawy sometimes I dong know what would be the result.

I must stop andtake a bath-- I am burning upl! FPlease dont
fail to answer right away-- With a heart full oflove in which Mary
Thompson would join me if she were here--

}




August 29th.

My Precious Boy:

I am too tiredtonight to try to write but it seems so long
since I wrote to you that I am going to write a mnote if no more.

Did I ever write you about the golf clubs? I called every
where and no one had them but one'plaue referred me to the Pro at the Sh&wgee
Golf Club and he said he could odder them for you and would send jou a price
list o Did you get it? I kmow nothing of himd so cendbdly I wouldbe afraid to
let him order them but I am e long time giving that advice and you may have
doem so alreadye It was the only pleee here I could get any line at all=- he
says he uses them all of the time and would be the only one here who could get
them for you.

I enclose another clippig which 1 found in the paper a few dayd
ago. It had an interesting s C end it on to you, What developments have
coemup bbout your job-- any?

We have never mentioned the matter of Maery Thompson's going out
to spend Labor Day with you so I suppose you went sheed with your own plans-- I
hope you are going to get a fe w days rest palying golf.as you suggested when
you were heres, The C & O would put on a wonflerful rate just whan none of us
could use it} There is one of those very cheap week endﬂyrate§ to Chicago
over Labor Day so Mary Thompson and Frances Ballard are going. I wish you could
g0 as every one should see this exposition if possible and although we have #e
money to waste I think Mary T. should go especiallya s she can go for the small
amount of $19,00, including R.R.fare, tikkets to the exposition and meny other
features! I shev the good fortune to be going with an Equitable party at no_
expense the 26th of the month-- isnt that grand? So I em so gled Mary T. Ts
foing and I #ish you were too, Cant you go before it is over?

1 am going home for the week end as I regret to tell you our
renters are giving up ¥he house! MNrs. Mayes sald some time ago she was afraid
They would have to but I had hoped against hope that they would not bu t they
are moving the first of Sept. so I must go to see aboutnit., Georgia has advertig
it but I have grave fears as to the results. I wish we could sell it, dont youf
But alproperty is so low I know we cant do so now,

I am working hard trying to make up for the rent and I am trying
to make the car justify itself, Already I have sold several smell policies as a
direct result of the persomal contact-- sold where another agent had almost clos
ed so if that will keep up there is no doubt it is the thing to have done-- fig
the first rule in selling is to seel oneself and I am glad to say I have little
diffaculty in doing that end fortunately I have a good proposition to offer and
one that seves the prospect on a necessary expense so it is an easy one to pre=
sente. The thing is seeing the people and that is what I hope tp make the car dg
as doing it otherwise was an impossibility,

I encloe two letters from Georgia, Did you ever write to Robert
They are both so sensitive and would hever mention it to me if you had not but
1 have never seen any one as snesitive and as bitter as Georgiae Except Mary
Barbour-- Robert Johnson has peoven himself a most unnatural sond and has kept
Mary in a state of the greatest unhappiness ever since Bob died as well as fos
weeks beforehand. There is no doubt he did everything to keep her from Californi
which to me is the most ummatursl thing I ever heard of,. She felt it keenly and
wroet some ome up here that she was coming back to Hopkinsville to live in the |
fall as she couldnot be a drawback to a"wandering novelist solle smd he haent
wendered out of San Frencisco since he first went out until she wrote that she
was going to hi,m and straightway be begen to get ready to wender!. Bah, it ma
one siek-- such ingratitude, Thank God I know nothing of it | I tell Georgia

she. has.auc ankful for b he wi e o S
S he ? .ut she w1;%n§o§ see if buiiln my hegyéfi“f




I must stop and run up to the corn er end mail this, I leS thp
conveniences of the Puriten but thet is ell, We are both delighted with the
change and wish we had made it long agos But the car mxk ; possible==other=

wise it would be quita a hﬂfdnAJn, Mory Thompson
1 hope will continue to improve, I hope you did
wepk end on account of what she said aboub going

1s a sheame we cent get together but I must go to I
WLII be her only chance to go to Chicago=- and I
something for the week ende

With a heart full of love and gratitude--

loks and much better and
not altel you plans for"the
out. With such cheap retes it i
Hopkinsvaille and xkh +nls

do hope you have arranged
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Humhow" ~
; cerrect .
know wvery move,

down the . ] a : {
couldnot get gL home , When xse are placed the apartment
for oceupancy d is going to be most « o= L hopea J
i ite W
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5 We letter from
1 ca Mary Thompson is wt again and looks fine-
te to you before you leave- she is x vy busy and not the best about
qriting but I &kow you know how to sympathize that peculiarityl She
end s much love to you both, he was so glad for you to hsed the tr
With a heart full of love~ and i
w aitmmpe f t home when I get there tonight or
not later ! SUNDAY-~ and hoping the best of eve:
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