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Coleridge was born in 1772 and died in 1834.

In 1791 he entered Jesus College, Cambridge. In his
second year he left Cambridge in a fit of despondency
and enlisted in the 15th Dragoons under the name of
Silas Tomkyn Comberback or Cumberbatch. His identity
was discovered and his friends procured hls discharge.
He returned to Cambridge in 1794 but never took a degree.

1796 Coleridge was 5-10 inches in height. He had a
blooming and healthy complexion; beautiful and luxuriant
hair, falling in natural curls over his shoulders and

as a lady told De GQuincey, about the year of Waterloo,
simply the most perfect realization of a pastoral Streph-
on (Adonis?) that in all her life she had looked upon.

From Rowfant Catalogue, Volume 2.




The Study of History preferable to the Study of Natural Phil-
osophy .

Truth is the natural aliment of the human mind, and the in-
vestigation of Truth its noblest pursuit. But of all the modes
df conveying Truth that must be the most interesting to us, which
by extending our knowledge of moral and intellectusl facts mekes
us more thoroughly acquainted with our own nature. The recesses
of the human heart are not to be explored by the microscopic eye
of the metaphysician, nor the labyrinths unfolded by the clue of
logical analysis. In the mirror of History only can Man contem-
plate his mental proportions. From the actions of beings similar
to himself he must infer the operations of his own passions, and
by the analogies of the Past learn to apprehend the Present and
anticipate the Future. Physical and Mathematical Truths fre-
quently lie hid in their abstruseness-- but sentiments and experi-
ments, which display the human soul, are as obvious to the under-
standing as they are delightful to the heart. Removed from the
enlarged prospects and active energies of the moral world, Science
too often produces only the jargon of technical arrangements, or
accumulates the impertinence of Academical Forms. But Society
is the historian's School, and its Lessoms his subject. By as-
certaining the effects of Virtue amd: Vice his Pages give force
to the dictates of Religion, and by exhibiting Liberty in its'

most exalted states they awaken those Germs of Freedom, which will

expand in the Breast of every rational Being, if they are not

nipped by the frosts of Prejudice, or blasted by the mildews of
Corruption. The contemplation of great characters never fails

to warm the young and generous Student into the noble attempt of
imitative Virtue, and helps to guard the mind against the impulse

of selfish passions, and the contagion of example. It is indeed on-
ly by dwelling on the sublime beauties of heroic character, that

we can discover that amazing opposition of the hateful and the




lovely in moral excellence and moral deformity, and that we can

be animated into a passion for disinterested Virtue. The effect
which almost constantly attends such a course of reading operates
on our inclinations in the strongest manner, and Virtue and Liber-
ty become the objects of a secondary worship in the delighted imag-

ination.

These Motives apply to Britons with peculiar force: while

they enjoy privileges unpossessed by other nations, it were ingrat-
itude in them to be ignorant of the illustrious characters, by
whose Virtues these privileges were attained -- patriots, who with
the sacrifice of their tenderest affections and even with the loss
of their lives have set up the banners of Liberty against Tyramny,
and made Monserchs shrink into Citizens. The history of England

i§ the History of Liberty -- and the Lives of a Russell and a Sid-
ney seem designed by providence to shew mankind the sublime heights,
to which Freedom may conduct them. Neglect becomes impiety when
committed against these sacred Names.

But it has been objected, that the Study of History tends to
introduce habits of Scepticism in points of the highest importance.
This however we deny -- on the contrary, the doetrines here alluded
to rest on history as their sole foundation -- it is History, in
which all the evidences for their authenticity are to be found, --
it is History, which must make Faith Reason, and the Philosopher
a Christian. The light of History is indeed sure to expose the
Vanity of all those popular systems and prejudices, which are to
be found in every country: derived originally from fraud or super-
stition; and craftily imposed on the many to serve the interests

f a few. Hence it is, that upon the detection of any of these,
and especially of the religious kind, we see all that rage of
fierce bigots, hypoecritical Zealots, and interested politicians --
of all, whose credit or fortunes depend on the continuance of fol-

ly & ignorance among men. These indeed may tremble, while we




turn over the volumes, which detect the fallacy of their claims --

for however weak and wicked Men may disguise the real nature of

things, the Dominion of Truth must at last prevail, and Philoso-

phy guided by the Torch of History will cleanse the dark and noisome =

cave of superstitious Error! --




Dear Martin:

From Oxford to Gloucester x, to Ross, x, to Hereford, to Lee -
minster x, to Bishop's Castle x, to Montgomery, to Welchport, Llean -
villing, Llangunnog, Bala x, Druid House x, Llangollin, Wrexham xx,
Ruthin, Denbigh x, gt Asaph, Holywell x, Rudland, Abergeley x, Aber-
conway X, Abber x, over a ferry to Anglesea, Beaumaris x, Amlock x,
Copper mines, Gwindu, Moel don, over a ferry to Caernavon have I
journeyed, now philosophizing with Hucks, now melancholizing by
myself, or else indulging those day-dreesms of Fancy, that make
realities more gloomy. To whatever place I have affixed the mark
x, there we slept. The first part of our Tour was intensely
hot -- the roads white and dazzling seemed to undulate with heat
-- and the country bare and unhedged presented nothing but stone-
fences dreary to the Eye and scoréhing to the Touch. At Ross
we took up our Qﬁarters at the King's Arms, once the House of
MY Kyrle, the celebrated Man of Ross -- I gave the Window Shut-
ter a few Verses, which I shall add to the end of the letter.

The walk from Llangunnog to Bala over the mounteins was most wild
and romantic -- there are immense and rugged Clefts in the moun-
tains; which in winter must form Cataracts most tremendous. Now
there is just enough sun-glittering water dashed down over them
to soothe, not disturb the Ear. I elimbed up a precipice, on
which was a large Thorn-tree, and slept by the side of one of
them near two hours. At Bala I was apprehensive, that I had caught
the Itch from a Welch Democrat, who was charmed with my sentiments
-- he bruised my hand with a grasp of ardor, and I trembled, lest
some discontented Citizens of the animalcular Republic might have
emigrated. Shortly after, in came a Clergyman well drest, and
with him other Gentlemen. I was asked for a public Character.

I gave, DY Priestley -- the Clergyman whispered his MNeighbour --

who, it seems, is the apothecary of the Parish (Republicans!)




Accordingly when the Doctor (as they call apothecaries) was to
have given a name, "I gives a sentiment, Gemmen! May all Repub-
licans be gulloteen'd! Upstarts the Democrat. "May all Fools
be gulloteen'd -- and then you will be first! Fool, Rogue,
Traitor, Liar &c flew in each other's faces in hailstorms of Vo-
ciferation. This is nothing in Wales -- they make it --: necess-
ary vent-holes for the sulphureous Fumes of their Temper! I en-
deavoured to calm the Tempest by observing "that however differ-
ent our Political Opinions might be, the appearance of a Clergy-
man in the Company assured me, that we were all Christians --
though I found it rather difficult to reconcile the last sentiment
with the spirit of Christisnity." "Pho!" quoth the Clergyman.

"Christianity! Why an't at Church now -- are we? The Gemmen's

in his principles." Welch Polities could not however prevail
over Welch Hospitality. They all shook hands with me, (except

the Parson) and said, I was an open-speaking, honest-hearted Fel-
low, tho' I was a bit of a Democrat. On our Road from Bala to
Druid House we met Brookes and Berdmore -- our rival Pedestriens,
e Gemini of Powells, were vigorously marching onward -- in a
post-chaise. Berdmore had been ill. We were not a little glad
to see each other. Llangollin is a village most romantically
situated -- but the Weather was so intensely hot, that we saw on- °
ly what was to be admired -- we could not admire. At Wrexham

the Tower is most magnificent -- and in the Church is a white

marble monument of Ledy Middleton superior me'a quidem sententi@

to any thing in Westminster Abbey. It had entirely escaped my
Memory, that Wrexham was the residence of s Miss E. Evans, a
young Lady with whom in happier days I had been in hsbits of frat-
ernal correspondence -- she lives with her Grandmother. As I

was standing at the Window of the Inn she passed by, and with her

to my utter astonishment her Sister, Mary Evans -- quam affliction




et perdite amabam -- yea, even to anguish. They both started --
and gave a short cry -- almost a faint shriek -- I sickened and
well nigh fainted -- but instantly retired. Had I appeared to
recognize her, my Fortitude would not have supported me.

Vivit, sed mihi vivit -- nova forte mevita

Ah dolor! alterius cave a cervice pependit.

Vos, male fida valete accense insomnie mentis,

Littora amata, valete! Vale gh! formosa Maria! --
Hucks informed me,that the two Sisters walked by the Vindow 4 or
5 times, as if enxiously. Doubtless, they think themselves de-
ceived by some Face strikingly like me -- God bless her! Her

Image is in the Sanctuary of my Bosom -- and never can it be torn

ffom thence but with the strings that grapple my heart to Life.

This circumstance made me quite 111 -- I had been wendering among
the wild-wood scenery and terrible graces of the Welch mountains
to wear away, not to revive, the Images of the Past! But Love
is a loeal Anguish -- I am 50 miles distant, and sm not half so
miserable,--- At Denbigh is the finest ruined Castle in the
Kingdom -- it surpassed every thing, I could have conceived. I
wandered there two hours in a still Evening, feeding upon melsn-
choly. Two well drest young Men were roaming there. "I wiga
play my Flute here" said the first -- "it will have a romsntiec
effect." Bless thee, Man of Genius and Sensibility! I silently
exclaimed. He sate down amid the most awful part of the Ruins --
the Moon just began to make her Rays predominant over the linger-
ing Day-light -- I preattuned my feelings to Emotion -- and the
romantic Youth instently struck up the sadly-pleasing Tune of --
MY'S Cagey!

The British Lion is my Sign,

A Roaring Trade I drive on ¢&ec.

Three miles from Denbigh on the Road to st Asaph i1s a fine

Bridge with one Arch -- of grest grandeur -- stand at a 1ittle dis-




tance, and through it you see the woods waving on the Hill-bank of
the River in & most lovely point of view. A beautiful prospect is
always more picturesque, when seen at some little distance thro!
an Arch. I have frequently thought of Mich. Taylor's way of
viewing a Landscape by putting his head between his Thighs. --
Under the arch was the most perfect ¥cho, I sver heard. Hucks

sung, "Sweet Echo" with great effect. At Holywell I bathed in

the famous 8% Winifred's Viell -- 1t 1s an excellent cold Bath.

At Rudlend is o fine ruined Castle. Abergeley is a large Village
on the Sea Coast-- Welking on the sea sands I was surprized to
see a number of fine Women bathing promiscuously with men and
boys -- perfectly naked ! Doubtless, the citadels of theilr Chas-
tity are so impregnably strong, that they need not the ornsmental
Outworks of Modesty. But seriously speaking, where sexuasl Dis-
tinctions are least observed, men & women live together in the
greatest purity. Concealment sets the Imagination = working,
and, as it were, cantharidizes our desires.

Just before I quitted Cambridge I met a countryman with a
strange walking Stick, 5 feet in length -- I eagerly bought it --
end a most faithful servant it has proved to me. My sudden af-
fection for it has mellowed into settled Friendship. On the
morning of our leaving Abergeley just before our final departure
I looked for my Stick, in the place where I had left it over
night. It wes gone -- ! I alarumed the House. No one knew
anything of it. In the flurry of anxiety I sent for the Cryer
of the Town -- and gave him the following, to cry about the town
and on the beach -~ which he did with g gravity, for which I am
indebted to his stupidity.

Missing from the Bee Inn, Abergeley -- A curious Walking
Stick. On one side it displays the head of an Eagle, the Eyes
of which represent rising Suns, and the Ears Turkish Crescents;

On the other side is the portrait of the Owner in Viood-work. Be-




neath the head of the Eagle is a Vielch Vig -- and around the

neck of the Stick is a Queen Elizabeth's Ruff in Tin. All adown
it waves the Line of Beatty in very ugly Carving. If any Gen-
tleman (or Lady) has fallen in love with the above-described Stick
& secretly carried off the same, he (or she) is hereby earnestly
admonished to conquer a Passion, the continuance of which must
prove fétal to his (or her) Honesty: and if the said Stick has
slipped into such Gentlemen's (or Lady's) hand thro' Inadvertencs,
he (or she) is required to rectify the mistake with all convenient
Speed. =--- God save the King.

Abergeley is a fashionable VWelch VWatering Place -- and so ir-
regular a proclametion excited no smell crowd on the Beach -- among
the rest a lame old Gentlemen, in whose hands was descried my dear
Stick. The old Gent, who lodged at our Inn, felt great confusion,
and walked homewards, the solemn Cryer before him, and a various
Caval cade behind him. I kept the Muscles of my Face in tolerable
Sub jection. He made his lameness an apology for borrowing my
Stick, supposed he should have returned before I had wented it

&e. There it ended except that a very handsome young Lady put

her head out of a Coach Window, and begged my permission to have

the Bill, which I had delivered to the Cryer. I acceded to the
request with a compliment, that lighted up a blush on her cheek,
and a Smile on her Lip.

Vie passed over a ferry and lended at Aberconway. We had
scarcely left the Boat ere we descried Brookes & Berdmore with
whom we have joined Parties, nor do we mean to sepsrate. Our
Tour thro' Anglesea to Caernsvon has been repaid by scarcely
one object worth seeing. To morrow we visit Snowdon &c.
Brookes, Berdmore and myself at the imminent hazard of our Lives
scaled the very Summit of Penmaenman -- it was a most dresdful

expedition! I will give you the account in some future Letter.




I sent for Bowles's VWorks, while at Oxford -- how was I
shocked. Every omission and every alteration disgusts Taste &
mengles Sensibility. Surely some Oxford Toad has been squatting
at the Poet's ear, and spitting into it the cold venom of Dull-
ness. It is not Bowles =-- He is still the same (the added
Poems prove it) -- descriptive, dignified, tender, sublime.

The Somnets added are exquisite -- Abbe Thule has marked Beau-
ties -- and the little Poem at Southampton is a Diamond -- in
whatever 1ight you place it, it reflects beauty and splendour.
The "Shakespeare" is sadly unequal to the rest -- yet in whose
Poems, except in those of Bowles, would it not have been excel-
lent?

(Do write to) me, my dear Fellow! to be left at the (Post)
Office, Bristol ~-- and tell me every thing about yourself, how
you have spent the Vacation &c¢. -- (&) believe me with grati-
tude and fraternel friendship

Your obliged

5. T. Coleridge

July 22nd
1794




Lines written at Ross, st the King's Arms,
once the House of MF Kyrle

Richer then Misers o'er their countless hoards,
Nobler than Kings or king-polluted Lords,
Here dwelt the Man of Ross! O Stranger, hear!
Departed merit claims the glistening tear.
If 'neath this Roof thy wine-cheer'd moments pass,
Fill to the good man's name one grateful glass.
To higher zest shall Memory wake thy soul,
And Virtue mingle in the ennobled Bowl.
But if, like me, thro' Life's distressful Sc
Lonely end sad thy Pilgrimege hath be

And if, thy Breast with heart-sick angu

Thou journeyest onward tempest-tost in

Here cheat thy cares; in generous Vision

And dresm of Goodness thou hast never fe

The Faded Flower

Ungrateful He, who pluck'd thee from thy stalk,
Poor faded Floweret! on his careless way;

Inhaled awhile thy odours on his walk,

Then onweard pesssed and left thee to decay.

Ah melencholy Emblem.! had I seen

Thy modest Beauties dew'd with evening's Gem

I had not rudely cropt thy parent stem;

But left thee blushing 'mid the enliven'd Green.
And now I bend me (o'er) thy wither'a Bloom,

And drop the tear -- as Fancy at my Side
Deep-sighing points the fair frail Abra's Tomb, --
",ike thine, sad Flower! was that poor Wanderer's pride!
"0 lost to Love & Truth! whose selfish Joy

"Pasted her vernal sweets -- but tasted to destroy!

of course B and B desire their kind remembrances.




Letter
15
To Henry Martin

to Hereford, to
Welechpool,
ngollin, Wrexham xx,
&

oh, Holywell

Aberconway X, Abber x over a ferry to
Gwindu, Moeldon over a ferry to Caernarvon he journeyed, now

philosophizing with Hucks, now melanchoiizing by myself, or else

Teaciia (Aall
Jesus Coll




indulging those day-dreams of Fanoy,
To whatever place I have affixed
yart of our Tour was intensely hot - th
gseemed to undulate with head and the country bare
the Eye and score
we took up ¢ Quarters at the King's Arms,

the cslpbr;te” Man of

apprehensive
charmed witl e nents . bruised my hand with & grasp of ardor,
Animaloular

drest, and with hio other Gentle: I was asked for a public

Character -
who 1%
Accordingly wi & tor (as they ¢all apothecaries) !

all Republicans be

gulloteen

and then you will be the Ii; %] Fool, Rogue, Traitor, iLiar & flew in
each other's faces i ilatorms of Vocifsratiol thig is nothing in
Wales - they make 3 es £ 1e Sulphureous Fumes
»f their Temper! I deavou: $0 calm the Tempest by observing "that
however different our Political Opinions might be, the appearance of a
Clergyman in the Company assured me, that we were all Christians - though

I found it rather difficult to reconcile the last sentiment with the

Religiou:




spirit of Christis Pl ' gquoth the Clergyman.
Why an't at Chur ow re wet The Gemman's Sentiment wae a very good
becsuse
with » & he Pa h) and sa Iw an open-speaking,
honest~hearted Fellow 0! I was a8 b £ Democrat On our Road

and Berdmore - our rival

were vigorously marching onwar

13

+ % Ty o
vae JTOWer

marbde monunent

was the residence
ye I had been
her Grandmother -

and with her to

fainted - but

Tortitude would

3

the Window 4 or 5
Doubtless, they think themselves deceived by
me - 304 bless her! p Image i in the
never can it be torn from thence but with

eart to Life. — Thig circumstance made me




nguish -

A

Image:

rulined

uo

&£
&

dain

e

fo
€

-
ne

e
Ui

am$ 4
amd

Wi

e

SR

£
D

pleturesque

idacape by

T.e0%
SICRL

& o
TUuin

1e

lent

e, B
&

xce

with men

netions are

ITL

o
v
ot
4
ot
-
@
=
o
B

en &%

2 SR
aZinatic

the Im

zes our desires.

A4
AL

hari

cant




£ .4

&

13 Y

Aber

&

epresent

-

bs.

soex

e

1
a

EY
17}

!

arounc

and

y Carving.

ugi

Y

L Ve

i

-
4] T}l

3au

ine 01 be

Aad

ady)

{or L

.

st prove

7

13
141

»

11
Lot Gl

@

5

g

&
&

among

s

=Yy

ked

ral

him.

behind

o 3

sxoept that a

'S

(4]

L out

-
(¢}

heas

£4
©
o3
£

nt; that

e,
L

h'a comp

h

wit

quest

*ta
Ire

r 6heek, and a Smile on her Lip,

he




and

>
=
£4
2]

sed over a f

e pas

™
-9

¥

Bro0

ennaur -

Penma

a

2

atill ©

MNP oL A
(€3) J.:’.\»e:

"
(¥ 5

'
@

el
&y

yoursel

.,‘.-5 i

N




r countles

1

D
3
,..b

i

ay

.

te

enarous

e
=4

in

®
5

cares

thy

Uy

eat

felt.

L

erx

ast nev

RS




LY
5

ie

e
R

ate







T

S

S

i T




e e
B




o
L

7

NS IS TN

=

PRS0 IR VAR 0 s S &

2



MANUSCRIPT BY SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE

70. COLERIDGE, SAMUEL T. ORriGINAL. AUTOGRAPH MANUSCRIPT, written

while an undergraduate at Cambridge, of his essay,—“The Study of History
Preferable to the Study of Natural Philosophy”. Manuscript of about SEVEN
HUNDRED WORDS written on 3 pp. of 2 folio sheets. (Small piece cut from
bottom of last page, not affecting text.) ; [also] Autograph Letter Signed,—
“S. T. Coleridge”, 6 pp. folio, no place [Carnarvon] July 22, 1794. To H.
Martin of Silton, or Sirton, near Mere Wilts, describing a tour in Wales;
ORIGINAL AUTOGRAPH POEMS, entitled,—*“Lines written at Ross, at the King’s
Arms—once the House of Mr. Kyrle” and,—“The Faded Flower”, comprising
28 lines on one page folio, which formed the fourth leaf of the preceding

[Continued
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Dolo. essay of 3 pp., apparently written when an
uribergraduate’ at’ Jesus College, Cambridge;
1791 - 1794, entitled “®he Study of Distory
preferable to the Study of Iatural.
Philosophy.”
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Dolo. letter of 6 pg._,t;olimatﬁn,,giftom
(or_Sirton), near Mere; Wilts,, describing the
tour— undertaken during a vacation. from.
Cambridge— in Wales), a minute itinerary.
of which is in DucKs A Pedestrian Tour
through N. Wales, 1795, see also Biographia
Literaria (1847), 11, p. 338, ¢t¢, Carfrarvon.,

22 July, 1794
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©wo holo. poems, cach. of 14 lines, written
on the last leaf of the preceding letter; viz.:
“ Lines weritten at Ross at the King's Arms
— once the Douse of MM Wyrle,” omitting
lines 5-10 of the text in Complete Poetical
Works (b, €. D..Coleridge, 1907), 1, p.57,
and displaying considerable variations’ in.
[T.1-4, “The faded Flower,” vide 1b1d, i, p.70.
‘©he whole 15 printed in the New Monthly
Magazine, 1836, 11, pp. 420-424.
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