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CITY OF OWENSBORO
KENTUCKY

REAL PROPERTY SURVEY

Honorable Mayor and Commissioners,
City of Owensboro,

City Hall,

Owensboro, Kentucky

Gentlemen:

It is with a great deal of satisfaction
that I submit for your approval the completed re-
port of the Real Property Survey of our citys.

The report consists of one volume con-
taining a thorough analysis of the residential
structures and families occupying them, together
with tabulation tables and special maps illus-
trating the housing and sanitary conditions as
related to the homes, or dwelling units of
Owensboro.

In addition to the information collect-
ed and compiled as a result of some twelve months
work, some twenty-five to thirty unemployed men
and women were given gainful employment.

The work was performed by the Works
Projects Administration, and sponsored by the
City of Owensboro, and it is their sincere wish
that the maps, tables and other information con-
tained in this report will find an important
place in both official and civic groups inter-
ested in the growth of our city.

Respectfully submitted,

Maurice A. Stimson
Director of Survey
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with us, particularly the residents of Owensboro,
who gave us the necessary information for the
survey.
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HISTORY OF OWENSBORO

Owensboro is located on the south bank of the
Ohio River, midway between the falls of the Ohio and the
mouth of the river, at what was known to the early flat-
boat men as "Big Yellow Banks'" usually shortened to
"Yellow Banks.'" This name was derived from the deep
yellow color of the river bank which extended for about
six miles along the river at a height of ten to twenty
feet above the highest floods.

The first settler was Bill Smothers, whose
log cabin, at the future site of Owensboro, was erected
in 1799 or 1800. He was without family and resided
there with his unmarried sister. He supported himself
and his sister by hunting wild game, which was plentiful
in the unbroken forest, and supplying the passing boatmen
with supplies.

By 1810, however, a David Morton had built
a modern store stocked with goods of foreign manufacture,
brought in over the mountains, which he disposed of
at shockingly high prices. This store provided a
stopping point for emigrants from Virginia, Maryland and

the Carolinas, and hardly a single westward-bound caravan
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stopped at the thriving community but what one or two
families remained as permanent residents. Meanwhile
the demands of trade brought other emigrants and by
1815 the population had grown to more than one hun-
dred persons,

In 1817 this community was incorporated by

the Kentucky Legislature under the name of Owensborough
in the honor of Colonel Abraham Owen, statesman,
soldier and one of the members of the Constitutional
Convention. Colonel Owen, as aide to General William
Henry Harrison, fell in action at the Battle of Tippe-
canoe., £l
Before the charter was granted, a town was ‘d
laid off on the present site of Owensboro and named i
Rossboro.. This was in recognition of the position of g
David Ross, innkeeper and largest landowner in the ’
community. It is of interest also to note here that
to Frederica, his daughter, went the honor of giving
the main - and only - street her name. Thus it is that
one of Owensboro's main streets still bears her name. %

The growth of the new town was slow but by
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1830 its population was 229. In 1850 it had incre
to 1215 people. From this date on the town took on new ﬁt
life and almost doubled its population during the ten g
years following, the 1860 census showing nearly 2308 U
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inhabitants., The growth and prosperity of the town
was greatly affected by the Civil War, many of its
citizens removing to more secure localities, and
others entering the armies of the North and South.
The first Court House was a log one. The second, of
brick, was constructed in 1858, It was burned during
the Civil War by a guerilla named Davidson, in 1865.
The town was chartered as a city in 1866 and four years
later its population was given as 3:43%. In 1880 it
contained 6,231 inhabitants and by 1890 had grown

to a city of nearly 10,000 people.

Following the turn of the century the tempo
of the city quickened. New industries were attracted
to the locality and older ones began to expand. The
principal industry at this stage was the ehilchralliilaliay= (@il
whiskey. Tobacco also came in for its share of attention
and, for a time, cellulose was manufactured in large
quantities, By 1910 the city had grown to 16,013, @
growth has continued and at the present time has almost
doubled the 1910 figures, the 1940 census show@ng'mo:e
than 30,000 people.

With the advent of prohibition most of the
distilleries were abandoned, only one remaining in
existence. This one operated at intervals manufactﬁring
medicinal whiskey and alcohol. In the early 1920's

LS
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the Kentucky Lamp Company, manufacturers of incandes-
cent light globes was founded. With the tremendous
growth of the radio industry, the lamp company began
the manufacture of radio tubes and today it is the
largest single industry in the Town, employing at
peak approximately 3500 persons., With the demise of
the Eighteenth Amendment Owensboro's long-dormant
distilling industry was reborn. Today there are
three distilleries with a total capacity of 1100
barrels of whiskey a day.

The first or original town was laid off in

1817 when the first charter was received. These boun-

daries were as follows: The Ohio River was the northern
boundary and this extended from Lewis Street on the east
to Frederica on the west, then it ran south-west along A
a deep ravine to Walnut Street, then south on Walnut /|
to Fourth Street and from this point back east to
Lewis Street.

Owensboro in 1872 had a3 population of approx-

; J

on the Ohio River between Louisville andi Casiined iihe !

imately 8,000, and was one of three princiapl citi

(

city at this time had the following businessess

31 Lawyers ‘g
15 Physicians i
9 Ministers of the Gospel I
3 Dentists &
6 Drug Stores ?
v
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Express Wagons

Drays

Grocery Stores

Dry Goods Stores
Merchant Tailors

Boot and Shoe Stores
Queen's Ware Store
Carpet Store

Tinware and Stove Establishments
Hardware Stores
Bakeries
Confectioneries

Book and Stationary Stores
Barber Shops

Meat and Vegetable Shops
Millinery Stores
Furniture Stores
Gunsmiths
Photograhpers

Jewelry Establishments
Liquor Saloons

Beer Saloons

Livery Stables

Cigar Makers
Undertakers

Shoemakers

Clothing Stores
Saddlers

Blacksmiths and Wagonmakers
Hide and Fur House

Dye House

Real Estate Agent
Tobacco Stemmeries
Planing Mills

Woolen Mill

Foundry

Broom Factory
Breweries

Corn and Wheat Mills
Hotels

Distilleries

Furniture Factory
Brick Kilns

Large Wharf Boats

Gas Works

Public Schools
Private Schools

Opera House

et s




It was during this year that the first Fire
Department was organized. For several years this need
had been discussed but up until this time nothing had
been done. An excellent steam fire-engine was purchased
and was manned by a crew of four. The first telephones
were installed in 1880, local citizens organizing a
company known as the Owensboro Telephone Exchange.

The first Mayor, a Mr. E. S. Ayers, was elected
in 1866. He died in less than a week after taking office
and his unexpired term was filled by S. D. Kennady, a
member of the City Council,

Prior to the automobile age Owensboro was
well known for its three large buggy plants, two large
wagon factories and a factory manufacturing buggy and
wagon wheels. One of the buggy plants survived until
there were only three of these plants in the whole
country. One of the wagon plants is still in operation.
Lumber has also played its small part in the industrial
life of the city, as the largest hardwood band mill
in western Kentucky has been manufacturing lumber here
for forty years.

01ld residents of Owensboro are agreed that while
no single industry or development can claim all the |
credit for the rapid growth of the city following the
World War, perhaps the two largest contributing factors

- 9 -
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have been the Ken-Rad Tube & Lamp Company and 0il Industry:
While it was generally known that there was oil in this
territory it was not until the middle 20's that it was
found in paying quantities. Development of the oil fields
south and west of Owensboro together with the rapid ex-
pansion of the Ken-Rad have been important factors in

the building up of the city.

The construction of new homes has been going
on at a rapid rate since 1934 and in 1939 over 1200
homes were built. This is readily explained by the 1940
census which shows an increase in population of over
8,000 since 1930.

Owensboro is ideally situated for the loeation
of manufacturing industries. It is close to the western
Kentucky coal fields, has exceptionally good water,
natural gas and reasonable power rates., There is plenty
of good labor and transportation facilities. In select-
ing a place to settle Bill Smothers used exceptionally
good judgment, for Owensboro was one of the few cities
along the Ohio River that was located high enough to

be safe from the flood waters of 1937,
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REAL PROPERTY SURVEY

PURPOSE * SCOPE * PROCEDURE
PURPOSE

The Real Property Survey of Owensboro was conduct-
ed in an effort to make the city a healthier and happier
place in which to live. This, it is®'hoped by the Spon-
ser, the City of Owensboro, will be achieved in the im-
mediate future as a result of the survey which:

(1) Gives an authentic picture of the housing needg
of the city, particularly among the low-income groups now
living in substandard conditions.

(2) Furnished employment to citizens of the profes+
sional and clerical classifications on the rolls of the
Work Projects Administration.

SCOPE

The survey was planned to cover all of the dwell-
ing structures and dwelling units in the city and its
out-lying districts, and was conducted in accordance with
the suggested technique of the Work Projects Administra-
tion and Federal Housing Authority.

For example, there are approximately 7111 dwelling
structures and 8729 dwelling units in Owensboro. Each of
these is broken down to reveal the number of persons per
dwelling unit, number of bathrooms, the race and number
of persons per room, whether the structure is owner or
tenant occupied and other data of interest to particular
groups.

Naturally, the picture as a whole furnished inval-
uable information to those officials engaged in the fut-
ure zoning and planning of the city; those weighting the
need for housing projects to alleviate the needs of the low
income groups, and to many persons seeking data on quest-
ions of population shifts, overcrowding, sanitation with-
in the home, child welfare agencies and the like.
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To attempt to include all potential benefits which
may be developed from a survey of this type is futile.
If only some of the major problems of the city can be
solved the sponsors will feel that it was not made in
vain.

DEFINITION OF A REAL PROPERTY SURVEY

A real property survey is an inventory of all resi-
dential structures and dwelling units within a city, to-
gether with an account of the use to which all the land
ST

With respect to structures, statistics dealing with
the various types of houses, the material used in con-
struction, the percent which are mortgaged, the age of
the building and their condition, as it relates to occu-
pancy, are presented.

Concerning dwelling units, data revealing whether
or not the unit is vacant, if occupied whether by a ten-
ant or the owner, the monthly rent, number of persons per
room per unit, number of bathrooms and toilets per occu-
pant, the heating, lighting, cooking and refrigeration
facilities is obtained.

RESULTS OF A REAL PROPERTY SURVEY

It is the hope of the sponsor that a study of the
facts brought to light by this survey will result in an
alleviation of poor housing conditions within the citys
that future housing movements in Owensboro will recognize
the need to eliminate many conditions which now exist.

The various phases of the survey present such a wide
field for improvement in the city thao tiito po into ttheldes
tails of them all in this limited report would be impract-
ical. One thing, however, stands out when the information
herewith presented is studied:

In a city which has always prided itself upon iGs pro-
gress, many of our citizens are living in homes which, by
present day American standards, are inadequate. Expansion
of the town through the years has left several areas i
slums wherein conditions prevail which can be believed only
after they are seen.

20l




That there is a vital need for the elimination of
these "boils" within the city seems to the sponsor self |
evident. And if this survey provides the spark needed
to take this forward step, then it will not have been
made in vain.

The number of dwelling units in Owensboro which do

not have flush toilets or private bathing facilities 1is i
a definite menace to health - not only to the occupants !
of the units but to the general public. This is but one \
of the conditions brought out by the survey. i

USES OF A REAL PROPERTY SURVEY

e IR S

A partial list of the agencies, to which a detailed
study of the information gathered during the survey may
prove of value, follows. At the same time this list may
serve to inform the layman of a few of the wide uses to J
which the material may be put. ’

Pl

1. PUBLIC AGENCIES

Local Housing Bodies.

City and County Engineers and Planning Boards.

City Health Departments.

Real Estate and Re-zoning Agencies.

Departments of Education.

Police Departments.

Fire Departments.

Welfare Agencies. |

Federal Agencies. |
(a) Federal Housing Administration. }
(b) United States Housing Authority.
(c) Home Owners Loan Corporation.
(d) Department of Commerce.
(e) Department of Labor.
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2. SEMI-PUBLIC AGENCIES

A, Real Estate Boards.
B., Chamber of Commerce.
Public Utilities. A
Professional Societies.

Colleges and Universities.
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3. PRIVATE AGENCIES.

. Real Estate Operators.

. Financial Agencies

. Newspapers.

5 RadiionSilaibiieonISEs

. Marketing Agencies.

. Insurance Companies.

. Architects and Construction Companies.

QHEHOQW >

This iinformabions ifiéproperiymised, wilis be of
untold value and assistance in making the city of
Owensboro a better city in which to live.
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PROCEDURE

The first step in beginning a survey of such mag-
nitude and which, by its nature, depended on absolute ac-
curacy, was to make an identification map. This was done
by taking an ordinary standard map of Owensboro and then
numbering every block. The city was then divided into
thirteen districts, each of which contained approximately
forty-five blocks.

Workers were then requisitioned from the rolls of
the Work Projects Administration and a field staff and of-
fice force were organized. While workers were being
schooled in the proper use of forms provided and the ex-
act meaning of all terms to be used during the enumeration,
maps for each block were drawn.

These maps were assigned numbers corresponding with
those on the identification map mentioned above. Whenever
available, these maps were taken from the Sanborn Insurance
maps and in cases where not available, the block was traced
from a master map and the structures filled in as the enum-
eration progressed. All structures falling 59 G @GS
group were measured by a field survey crew but where a San-
born map was used originally the measurements thereon were
accepted.

This made it possible to show every structure, includ-
ing business, industrial, public and residential, on the
block.

The field force was divided into squads of seven men
each with a squad leader to act as foreman for each squad.
It was the squad leader's responsibility to see that the
enumeration made by his men was accurate and included every
dwelling unit. A system of spot checking was employed to
insure the accuracy and conscientiousness of each squad.

During the enumeration of a block count was started
at the northwest corner of the area and the workers pro-
ceeded clockwise until they reached their respective start-
ing points. « A night crew, debtailed specifically to contact
families who were not at home during the day, also was - set
up. This assured the tabulators that no structures were
omitted until every effort to establish a contact had been
exhausted. The number of dwelling units on which no report
could be obtained was of such a fractional percentage as to
be negligible and in no way affects the statistical value
of the survey.
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Before any field work was attempted all enumerators
were instructed and thoroughly schooled in the proper
technique. Accuracy and the need of a rapid enumeration
were stressed. Terms such as residential structure and
dwelling unit were explained and the difference in types
were pointed out to eliminate all chance of confusion.

Cards to be used by the field crew were distributed
and the importance of all data stressed. These cards
dealt with the type of structure, exterior material, year
built, number of stories, condition, whether owner or ten-
ant occupied, monthly rent, sanitary conditions, heating,
number of persons and race of occupants. Each enumerator
checked the structures with his block map and then enter-
ed the information on the card and listed the structure on
21 elleels 1blghy SliEEi.

As the cards and block lists were completed they were
turned in to the office where a crew checked all entries,
after which they were coded for tabulation. From these
cards and block lists the block tabulation sheets were
made out.

The block survey crew ascertained the area of each
block, the area of all major structures, the area of all
land in permanent use but not occupied by structures and
all land not in permanent use. Structures not shown on
the Sanborn maps were measured by the field crew.

As the survey advanced, each block, upon completion,
was colored on the identification map in the office. This
permitted a constant check as to the progress of the sur-
vey and the percentage of the city enumerated at any giv-
en time.

Each procedure was thoroughly checked before start-
ing the table tabulation which consisted of compiling all
the data on approximately 60 tabulation sheets of eight-
een different tables.




DWELLING

SCHEDULE

CITY OF OWENSBORO, KENTUCKY
Street No._gzl%____ Apartment No. or Location

Structure Number ____ /\:??

Block No. _5_2_53,‘%/?_.

I. ENTIRE STRUCTURE

11,

THIS DWELLING UNIT

A. Type of Structure
1. Single Family

Detached x

2. Single Family
Attached (6]

3. Two Family
Side by Side O

4, Two Family
Two Decker O

. Three Family
Three Decker O

6. Four Family
Double Two-

Decker (¢]
No. of Units
. Apartment ___.

o

®© =

. Business with
Dwel. Units..__

9. Other Non-
Converted ...

10. Partially
Converted .__.

11. Completely
Converted ...
B. II Converted
15 Orig. Type -
2. Yr. Converted_ ___

C. Busineas Units
1. None
2. No. of Units .__.

D. Exterior Material

. Wood X
. Brick

. Stone O
. Stucco (¢]
. Other (e}

(SN TR TR

E. Stories
Number

/%

F. Basement
1. No ]

2. Yes X
G. Year Built/?ﬂ.a
70

H. Garage
1. No

I. Condition
1. Good Condition O
2. Minor Repairs
3. Major Repairs O
4. Unfit for Use O
5. Under Const. O

If Owner Occupied
J. Value of Entire
J Property $75@:(’

K. No. Major Struc-

tures Included
in value

A, Occupancy
1. Owner
2. Tenant
3. Vacant

B. Duration

L. Encumbrance

1. Mortgage or
Land Contract x

2. No Encum-

brance

M. For Office Use

Persons per Room =

(o}
2. Yes X

Cook Fuel X
Mch. Refrig &
Refrig. Fuel X
E. Total Rooms

Number 5

1. Time Lived here

D. Included in Rent

No Yes
1. Furniture P
2. Garage X
3. Heat 51
4. Hot Water "W
5. Light b §
6.
7.
8.

00000000

F. Flush Tellets T
Number _;:Pf_, S

G. Bathing Units
Number = s

H. Punning Water

. Hotand Cold X|
1only O

| w0

1. Cent. Steam or
Hot Water o)

2. Cent. Warm Air%
3. Other Installed O

4. None Installed O

J. Lighting

L. Relrig Equipment
1. Electric

2. Gas (0]
3. Ice e]

| 4. None (6]

M. Number and Age
of All Persons

/e

TOTAL

Under 1 year
1—4

5—9
10—14
15—19
20 ~64

65 and over

N. Race of Household
1. White

3. Other Installed O
4. None Installed O

1. Electric 2. Negro (0]
2. Gas O| 3. Other (0]}
3. Other O AT T
¢. R ers
K. Cooking Number ke
1. Electric Ol
2. Gas P. Extra Families

1. No. Extra Fam. Q.
2. No. Persons ...
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DEFINITIONS

ENUMERATION SCHEDULE

PART -1

MAJOR STRUCTURES. By major structures are
meant buildings which include dwelling units or bus-
iness units, industrial, public and institutional build-
ings. Barns and private garages without dwelling units
are not considered.

RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES. By residential struct-
ure is meant any major sftructure containing one or more
dwelling units. A business unit with dwelling cuarters
is a residential structure in that it is enumerated,

This does not include commercial or institutional struct-
ures such as hotels, Y, M. C. A., hospitals, asylums and so
forth., Rooming houses are included as residential as

also are private garages with living quarters.

DWELLING UNIT. By dwelling unit is meant a room
or group of rooms intended to be occupiled by one family
or household as their home and where they sleep. A resi-
dential structure may contain one dwelling unit (single
family house) or may contain several dwelling units (two
family house, apartment and so forth).  @n general, o
dwelling unit, when in a multi-family house or building
is closed off from the other units.

BUSINESS UNIT. By a business unit is meant any
piece of property, any building, or any portion of a
building (provided it has a seperate out-door entrance)
which is used for one business purpose.

TYPE 1. Single Family - Detached. A single fam-
ily structure with open space on all four sides containing
only one dwelling unit.

TYPE 2. Single Family - Attached. A structure
build directly against an adjoining structure (whether
residential or non-residential) without open space be-
tween and containing one dwelling unit extending from base=
ment e roefs Stuech as row or terrace housesh

TYPE 3. Two Family - Side by Side. A structure
containing two dwelling units, each of which extends from
basement to roof.




TYPE 4., Two Family - Two Decker. A structure
containing two dwelling units, one of which occupies the
first floor and the other the second fleor. This ap-
plies only to a structure bullt originally as this type.
An original one family, two story structure, converted
into this type is classified as Type 9.

TYPE 5. Three Family - Three Decker. A struct-
ure containing three dwelling units each of which occu-
pies a complete floor.

TYPE 6., Four Family - Double Two Decker. A
structure containing four dwelling units, with two units
each occupying half of the first floor and two units
each occupying half .the second floor. An original one
family, two story structure, converted into this type is
classified as Type 9.

TYPE 7. Apartment. Any other non-converted
structure which is primarily residential and which contains
five or more dwelling units.

TYPE 8. Business with Dwelling Units. A non-con-
verted structure which is primarily business in character,
but which also contains dwelling units. A structure is of
this type only when the business uses are more important
than its residential uses.

TYPE 9. Other Non-Converted. All non-converted
structures with four or less dwelling units which can not
be classified as Types 1 to 8 inclusive.

TYPE 10. Partially Converted. A structure is
partially converted when it 1s arranged to provide a dif-
ferent number of dwelling units than was intended when it
was originally built and when the alterations involved in
making these changes were so slight that the structure
could be changed back to its original type without a sub-
stantial expenditure of time and money.

TYPE 11. Completely Converted. A structure is
completely converted when 1t is arranged to provide a dif-
ferent number of dwelling units than was intended in its
original construction and when the change involved sub-
stantial structural alterations to the building such as
new entrances, halls, bathrooms and partitions. In com-
plete conversion it would cost considerable money to turn
the structure back to its original arrangement.
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EXTERIOR MATERTAL. This is the principal mat-
erial used in the exterior walls.

STORIES. This section refers to the total num-
ber of stories in the structure, not including the base-
ment.

BASEMENT., By basement is meant the space undef-
neath the first principal floor. To count as a basement
the space must be high enough for a person to stand up-
right and must extend under at least half of the struct-
ure and there must be enclosing walls of some kind.

YEAR BUILT,., By this is meant the year in whieh
the construction of the building was completed. This re-
fers to the original construction and not to any later
remodeling or conversion.

GARAGE. This applies to any private garage on
the''same parcel of dand as the' residential’sEraciciics
whether it is a separate building or attached to the res-
idence dtself.

CONDITION. (1) 'MGood Condi tion!l:refersiibe o
structures which are in good condition and need no re-
pairs or paint.

(2)  M"Minor Repairs!! refers  tot il
structures which, while structurally sound, need paint-
ing or some small repair work.

(3) "Major Repairs'" refers to all
structures which need major repairs such as a new roof,
foundation, new porch or general overhauling.

(4) "Unfit for Usel retfersibo: o
building which is in such bad condition that it is un-
fit for human habitation.

(5) '"Under Construction" refers to
a residential structure under construction and not yet
occupied as a dwelling.

VALUE OF ENTIRE PROPERTY. This guestion refers
to the value of the structure and the land on which it
S o118

NUMBER OF MAJOR STRUCTURES INCLUDED IN VALUH.,
The owner of a single family attached structure will often
own other similar structures attached to his own. (In
this survey each unit is a row house or terrace house is
considered as a separate unit.)

ENCUMBRANCE. Refers to property encumbered by a
mortgage or land contract.




ENUMERATION SCHEDULE
PART 2

OCCUPANCY. Refers to the occupancy of either

a structure or a dwelling unit by an owner or tenant.

=

DURATION. If the dwelling unit is occupied, the
number of years and months which the present occupant has
lived there is noted. Vacancies are similarly noted,

MONTHLY RENT. This section is filled out for all
dwelling units. If tenant occupied the rent is stated
and if owner occupied the rent he would ask is given.

TS tc the facil-
g unit and which
T CCUPI“d this

NCLUDED IN THE RENT. This ref
ities which are furnished with the dwelli:
are included in the monthly rent. If own
SiEewatonn alE e atal1LlEel Ahat

1. FURNITURE. By furniture is meant tables,
chairsy beds and 'so forth, but does not include necessariiy
Tinen, silkver and such thinss.

2. GARAGE, This refers to any garage which
is included in the rent.

3.8 HEATGE iihiisirclfic pstabeiivhie shurnd shitnsiei
fuel required for the heating of this dwelling unit, whet-
her or not the firing of the furnace is included.

4, HOT WATER. This refers to the furnish-
ing of fuel required for the supply of running hot water
for the dwelling unit when it is included in the rent.

b LEGHT . Phis refers to; the Burnsshamesof
electricity or gas for lighting when this is included in
the rent.

6. COOKING FUEL. This refers to the fu‘njsh—
ing of gas or other fuel for cooking when this is cluded
in the rent.

7. MCE. REFRIGERATION. This refers to the
furnishing of a mechanical refrigerator (operated either
by electricity, gas or kerosene) when the furnishing
of the refrigerator is included in the rent.

8. REFRIGERATION FUEL. This refers to the
furnishing of the fuel (electricity, gas or kerosene)
for running a mechanical refrigerator when the furnish-
ing of such fuel is included in the rent.

5 le




TOTAL ROOMS. Includes all permanently enclosed
major rooms in a dwelling unit. Bathrooms, pantries etc.
not included.

B SH RONEERES S VAT Rnishi telilicit Sy am 1R eonR : GOl
let with running water.

BATHING UNITS. A bathing unit is a bathtub or a
shower; if a bathtub or shower in the same room they
count as one unit,

RUNNING WATER. Refers to hot and cold running
water with the dwelling unit, not a hydrant on the out-
side.

HEATING. This refers to the principal equipment
employed for heating the dwelling unit.

1., CENTRAL STEAM OR HOT WATHER. Refers to a
central furnace from which steam or hot water is piped to
the various rooms in this dwelling unit.

2. CENTRAL WARM AIR This refers to a cen-
tral furnace from which warm air is piped to the various
rooms in this dwelling unit.

3. ‘OTHER INSTALLED. This refers to heating
equipment which is installed in different rooms of the
dwelling unit but which do not heat the unit from a cen-
tral source. This includes Arcolas, base burners, gas
radiators and fire-places.

4, NONE INSTALLED. This refers to dwelling
units in which no heating is permanently installed.

LIGHTING. Refers to the principal Type of:ldight=
ing equipment installed in this dwelling unit.

COOKING. Refers to the principal equipment for
cooking installed in this dwelling unit.

REFRIGERATION EQUIPMENT. This refers to the
type of refrigeration installed in the dwelling unit.

NUMBER & AGE OF ALL PERSONS This refers to the
number and age of all persons who regularly sleep in the
dwelling unit, whether they have their meals there or not.

RACE OF HOUSEHQLD. Race of persons occupying the
dwelling unit.




ROOMERS. The persons living in the dwelling
unit but not related to the principal family and who have
agreed to pay specific rent for certain rooms.

EXTRA FAMILIES. Refers to individuals or groups
of persons who are doubled up or are roomers because of
present economic conditions, but who will probably move in-
to seperate dwelling units of their own when conditions im-
prove.

SUBSTANDARD DWELLING UNITS. A dwelling unit is
considered substandard because of (1) the physical condition
of the dwelling; and (2) occupancy conditions as related to
the persons per room, presence or absence of extra families,
and rental.,

l. Substandard as to Physical Condition. A dwel-
iimesniic s consiHideRedia s S UP S bARG Ao SR it

1. Needs major repairs.
2 | Unifsiib s forsisic;

Sl Haisthioiipeitvazey filinshit onslieis s

N {0y
:I: 0 +
QO
w0

no private bathing unit.

\J1
.

=
L
D
165}

no running water.

(@)
55,
o
0)1

no installed heating.
7. Hasno electricilby on ges for ilyshitines

2., Substandard as to Occupancy. A dwelling unit
is considered substandard if:

1. There are more than 1.5 person per
Toom.

2+ 0 F (the monthly ‘rentaliis diessithan
$22.50; however, if a dwelling unit has the other qualifi-
cations it can not be considered substandard on account of
a lower rental than listed here.




LAND USE

Probably the most interesting of the series of
maps made by the Real Property Survey is the Land Use
Map. This map gives a clear picture of the use to

which every paweel’ ofilianid ds .pwt. i@t shows the ilo=
cation of every commercial, industrial and public or
semi-public institution, also the type of all resident-
ial structures. The available land for residential and
industrial expansion can quickly and easily be found by
referring to this map. All railroads, switches and so
forth, which are essential to industry, are clearly shown.

A study of this map will show
residences. predominate, It also points ha
zoning of. the city has been neglected in that numerous
commercial establishments are promiscuously scattered thru
the residentfal districts which is detrimental to the
sections, in which they are located.

While there are still a

great many available
ts most of the large

the suburban area.

is to the south

and south west, where the possibilities for expansion are
unlimited., The construction of new homes continues with
unabated speed and one large scale development is parti-
cularly worthy of mention. This development was planned to
benefit the low income group and consists of three pro-
jects. Two of them, with 60 homes in one and 41 in the other
other, are already under way; the third, which will have

60 homes, will be started shortly.

scale residential developments are in

The past 15 years has seen a large increase in
multi-family homes, mostly thru conversion of single fam-
ily structures. This has been partially due to economic
conditions, but probably the main contributing factor has
been the need of small dwelling units due to the number of
people coming into Owensboro to develop the large ovil
territory south and west of the city. Converted structures
are scattered over the city but most of them are in the
districts immediately adjacent to the business section of
town.,

&

et

The possibilities for both residential and indust-
rial expansion are unlimited as the surrounding territory
is high, level and well drained. A good supply of labor,
water, cheap fuel and excellent transportation facilities,
together with the new bridge connecting Owensboro with
Indiana are advantages which should materially assist the
clty in securing new industries.
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LAND COVERAGE MAP

This map was prepared to show in a clear
manner the actual amount of land in the area sur-
veyed not in permanent use, the land in permanent use
and the portion of permanent use land covered by
ma jor structures.

The area covered by the Real Property Survey
totals up to 177,607,290 square feet, which is approx-
imately 6 square miles,

Of this total area 34% of the land is vacant
Oor not in permanent use. 66% is in permanent use and
of this amount in permanent use 19,9% is covered by
major structures, which leaves 80.,1% of the land in
permanent use not covered by major structures,

The land coverage is divided as follows:
There are, in the city of Owensboro and its suburban
area 7106 residential structures in which there are
8821 dwelling units.

Of this total amount of structures 253

are
residential connected with business units, such as

dwellings over drug stores, groceries, etc,

There are 408 commercial structures, 267
industrial structures and 134 public and institutional
structures,

This sums up to a total of 7914 major
structures9 which includes all types of buildings
excepting private garages, barns and other small
structures,
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BLOCK DATA MAP

BLOCK DATA FIGURES ARE LISTED IN THE FOLLOWING
ORDER FROM TOP TO BOTTOM

AVERAGE MONTHLY RENTAL OF ALL DWELLING UNITS

TOTAL NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS.

PERCENT OF ALL RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES BUILT
IN 1919 OR BEFORE .

PERCENT OF TOTAL NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS
OCCUPIED BY OWNERS

PERCENT OF ALL RESDENTIAL STRUCTURES NEEDING
MAJOR REPAIRS OR UNFIT FOR USE

5 TOTAL NUMBER OF STRUCTURES USED FOR BUSINESS

OR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES

PERCENT OF TOTAL NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS
WITH NO PRIVATE TOLET OR BATH

PERCENT OF TOTAL NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS OF
A RACE OTHER THAN WHITE
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CHART NO. 2

B

" ALL DWELLING UNITS BY RACE OF HOUSEHOLD BY MONTHLY RENT
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CONDITION
RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES

LEGEND
PERCENT OF RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES
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CHART NO. 3

ALL RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES BY CONDITION AND MATERIAL
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CHART NO. 4

SANITARY FACILITIES BY CONDITION OF STRUCTURE
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CHART NO. 7

AVERAGE VALUE OWNER OCCUPIED UNITS

TOTAL
NUMBER 3183
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: As previously explained, page 31, a dwelling
unit may be considered substandard (1) because of
physical condition, that is, need of major repairs,
RSt fioritsey igeki of itodde
running water, installed hec 2 as or electricity
for lighting; (2) because of owded living conditions
too many persons per room, or due to a monthly rental
below a set standard.

n
S
e

9

The standard set for Owensboro was $22.50
per month. Any house renting for less than this was
considered a substandard. This is perhaps too high
a figure, although there are probably houses renting
for more than this that are substandard for other
reasons. It is difficult to arrive at an absolutely
correct figure for the substandard rental scale
because there are no doubt some houses renting for less
than $22.50 that are standard in all other respects.

For this reason the map may be misleading as
to the actual number of substandard dwelling units. It
does, however, give a true picture of the location of
substandard units and the districts in which the largest
percentage of these units prevail. Location within a
block with a high percentage of substandard houses of
course does not mean that all houses in that block are
substandard,

A study of the Average Rental Map, Sanitary
Facilities Map, Condition of Structure Map and Persons
Per Room Map will show that in the low rental districts
more houses need major repairs, have less sanitary
facilities and that more people are living in less Troom.
If these maps were laid one over the other the conditions
named above would predominate just about as they do on the
Substandard Maps
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NDER CONSTRUCTIOL
ELLING UNITS UNDER
(REE O bERuVLU“u/ BY NUMBER OF

;)TrJCTbRJu

BY TY

Atrthﬁ time of the survey, July 1933
e were 88 structures under construction,
11ling units. 80 of these structures w
typ with 4, 5 and 6 room capacity and renti
to $50.00 per month. This woul indicate tﬁu
90% of the homes under construction are in t

class group.

CONVERT
CONVERT

A study of the converted structures shows that
457 have been converted partially and 77 completely
converted. During the period from 1885 to 1904 only 6
homes were recorded as being converted. From 1930 to 1934
there were 84 homes converted and during the period from
1935 to 1939 a total of 227 structures were either partially

or completely converted. This large increase during the
past four years is no doubt due to a faster growing
Owensboro and to the demand for apartments developing
chel Qi indus Ry

from

TABLE NO. 3

STRUCTURES

STORIES,

The tabulation reports show a total of 7030

dwelling structures classed as follows:
5492 of which are of single family type
1 of which is of single family type attached.
632 of which are of two family type
44 of which are of three to four family type.
8 of which are of five or more family type.




4444 structures are one stor S G C IO
4955 structu: have no baseme
2072 structures have basements
3670 structures have no garage.

During the period from 1895 to 1904 ti

total of 2040 homes constructed and in the om

to 1939 a total of 1026 homes was construct ng

time between these two periods a yearly ave 00

homes is recorded as being built. These fi icate

that Owensboro has had two P—ILoaﬂ off InEe e

construction. building of n omes 1 in
tory rate i
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n at a very sati
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OWNER OCCUPIED STRUC
BYE IV EH S Oh STD'fxui<

Qu

The total number of owner ocC
The average value of these is $3
C

(S !
Nt OO
SO

total of 2588 homes 1697 a gaoé
minor repairs, 153 need major repairs

use.

STRUCTURES BY TYPE OF STRUCTURE, BY CONDITION AND

Tabulation reports on 7030 dwelling structu

show the following physical conditions:

+

3703 are in good co ndition
2321 need minor ?@pawrf
858 need major repairs
148 are unfit for use

u




STRUCTURES BY TYPE OF STRUCTUI

6043 D
o
41 D
24 D
148 D

DWELLING UNITS
OF PERSONS PER ROOM, BY W

A Gotail

4505
1835
1105
801
222

DWELLING UNITS B
BYD

From a t

1387 units
778 units
1287 units
887 units
1134 units
1EL hanli s
1095 units
754 units

welling structures
welling structures
welling structures
welling structures

TABLE NO, 6

] . E, BY CONDITION,
BY EXTERIOR MATERIAL

of Wood construction.

of Brick construction.
of Stone construction.
of Stucco construction.

[\

)

;D
HRBB3H
® O® @

Q
O

welling structures are of other construction.

TABLE NO. 7

BY TYPE OF STRUCTURE, BY NUMBER

X OF CHILDREN.

of 8468 units reported shows that

units have no children

units 1

units have
units hav
units have

child

children

to 4 children

or more children

() p
A (VSO

TABLE NO. 8

YPE OF STRUCTURE, BY CONDITION,

YA
URATION OF OCCUPANCY.

otal of 8468 reports we find that:

have been
have been
have been
have been
have been
have been
have been
have been

occupied 6 months or less,

occupied 6 to 11 months.

occupied 1 year to 1 year and 11 months.
occupied 2 years to 2 years and 11 months.,
occupied 3 years to 4 years and 11 months.
occupied 5 years to 9 years and 11 months,
occupied 10 years to 19 years and 11 months.
occupied 20 years or longer.

These figures refer to continuous occupancy by one

occupant.
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figures

Units
Units
Units
Units

Units
Units
Units

Units
Units
Units
Units

Units
Units

Units
Units

Units
Units
Units
Units
Units
Units
Units
Units

with
with
with
with

with
with
with

with
with
W l th
with

with
with

with
with

with
with
with
with
with
with
with
with

e

Electric lighting
Gas lighting
no lighting installed

Electric cooking
Gas cooking
some other
no cooking

type installed
facilities installed

no roomers
roomers, from 1 to

less
more

han e

persons pe
ivlazia 1L 510 pe

persons P«

at least 2 toilets and 2 baths

2 toilets and 1 bath

1 toilet and 1 bath

1 toilet and no bath

shared toilet and running water
shared toilet but no running water
no toilet but running water

no toilet and no running water
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reported the following
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LE NO. 10

o

TA

H
EQUIPLENT, HEATING LQUIPMENT, LIGHTING EQUIPMENT, YEAR
BUILT, REFRIGERATION, NUMBER OF ROOMERS AND RACE OF
HOUSEHOLD.

|
|

DWELLING UNITS BY MONTHLY RENT, BY PLUMBING
e

A total of 8721 reports give the following in-
formation relative to rentals:

152 Dwelling Units rent for 4,99 or less per month
1548 Dwelling Units rent for 5.001 to | 9,99 per month
2158 Dwelling Units rent for 10.00 to 14.99 per month

1237 Dwelling Units rent for 15.00 to 19.99 per month V

843 Dwelling Units rent for 20.00 to 24.99 per month
612 Dwelling Units rent for 25.00 to 29.99 per month
1084 Dwelling Units rent for 30,00 to 39.99 per month
573 Dwelling Units rent for 40.00 to 49.99 per month
386 Dwelling Units rent for 50.00 to 74.99 per month

82 Dwelling Units rent for 75,00 and up per month.

These rental figures include all owner occupie
dwelling units and are set up as the rental price they
would ask if they decided to rent Hhat tundits

TABTLR NS

NUMBER OF DWuLLING UNITS BY MONTHLY RENT,

BY NUMBER OF ROOMS, NUMBER OF PERSONS, FURNITURE
INCLUDED IN RENT, DURATION OF OCCUPANCY, NUMBER OF
CHILDREN, &XTRA FAMILIES, NUMBER OF PERSONS IN
EXTRA FAMILIES

Most of the data in this table is included in
the previous tables and has been commented on, so it was
not considered necessary to include the table in this
summary.
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TABLE '‘NO. 12

DWELLING UNITS BY OCCUPANCY, BY CONDITION,
BY PLUMBING EGUIPMENT AND BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN.

Tabulated data on 8721 reported units shows:

No
Units Condition Sanitary Facilities
87 Good condition 2 toeuilets = 12 babhs
27 Minor repairs 2 toilets - 2 baths
25 Ma jor repairs 2 toilets - 2 baths
BS Unfit for use 2 toilets - 2 baths
3070 Good condition 1 toilet - 1 bath
1174 Minor repairs 1 ‘teilet = 1 bath
1) Major repairs 1 Geddliet = 1 bath
2 Ufgui atis dileNe bis(E 1 toilet -1 bath
756 Good condition 1 toilet- no bath
538 Minor repairs 1 toilet - no bath
216 Major repairs 1 toidlet — ne path
2 Rz oniuse 1 toilet - no bath
12 Good condition Shared toilet - running water
g2 Minor repairs Shared toilet - running water
117 Major repairs Shared toilet - running water
23 Good condition Shared toilet - no running water
49 Minor repairs Shared toilet - no running water
22 Major repairs Shared toilet - no running water
236 Good condition No toilet - running water
B2 Minor repairs No toilet - running water
L3 Major repairs No toilet - running water
26 Unfit for use No toilet - running water
255 Good condition No toilets or running water
e Minor repairs No toilets or running water
634 Major repairs No toilets or running water
142 Whautitiy stlone BisE No toilets or running water
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TABLE NO. 13

DWELLING UNITS BY PERSONS PER ROOM, BY C R
BY NUMBER OF ROOMERS AND NUMBER OF PERSONS BY

: This table shows a total of 8468 dawelling units
occupied by 30,163 persons, divided by age as follows

595 persons 1 year or younger
2101 persons 2 to 4 years of age
2670 persons 5 to 9 years of age
2588 persons 10 to 14 years of age
2503 persons 15 to 19 years of age

18,446 persons 20 to 64 years of age
1260 persons 65 years or o

TABLE NO. 14

DWELLING UNITS BY OCCUPANCY, BY NUMBER OF
PERSONS PER ROOM, BY NUMBER OF EXTRA FAMILIES

6315 Dwelling units report no extra families
141 dwelling units report 1 extra family
5 Dwelling units report 2 or more extra
families.

TABLE NO. 15

DWELLING UNITS BY OCCUPANCY, BY NUMBER OF PERSONS,
BY ROOMS AND BY MONTHLY RENT GROUPS

A total report shows 8469 units.

149 Units rent for $ 4.99 or less
1522 Iniibs rent for 5.00 to $ 9.99
2106 Units rent for 110,008 Gt 14190
1207 Units rent for 15.00 to 19.99

809 Units rent for 20.00 to 24.99

589 Units rent for 25,00 to 29.99
1036 Units rent for 30.00 to 39.99

555 Units rent for 40.00 to 49.99

381 Units rent for 50.00 to 74.99

82 Units rent for 75.00 and up
a0 =




TABLE NO.

WELLING
ROOMS, BY IO
NUMBER OF

The following figures show the number of persons
occupying each dwelling unit by size:
339 Persons occupying 188 one room units
2861 Persons occupying 1065 two room units
7681 Persons occupying 2251 three room units
! ‘ 7826 Persons occupying 2123 four room units
N4 5122 Persons occupying 1317 five room units
: 2826 Persons occupying 707 six room units
VeR . 1627 Persons occupying 332 seven room units
2026 Persons occupying 425 eight or more
room units.
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